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INTRODU C T I O N. 


The first volume of the Marquess Wellesley’s despatches, 
&C., contained the documents relating to the origin of the 
war in Mysore, and to the series of measures and events 
which terminated ia the death of Tippoo Suttaun, and in the 
occupation of his capital and kingdom by the British forces. 
This volume contains* in a similar form, the proceedings of 
the Marquess Wellesley, which followed the reduction of 
Mysore down to the commencement of the Mahratta war. 
The contents of this volume may be enumerated in the fol¬ 
lowing order. 

The settlement of Mysore* as explained in the documents 
noted beneath.* 

The treaties of Hyderabad arose out of the settlement of 
My sore 

The discoveries made in tho palace of Seringapatam, dis¬ 
closing the treachery of tho Nabobs of the Carnatic, led to 
the final settlement of that part of India, on the principles 
detailed in the treaty of 31st July* 18014 which, together 
with a similar arrangement inTanjore^ placed our territories 
in the south of India on a footing of permanent tranquillity, 
prosperity* and security* 

* Letters, fre. numbered 2 , 3, 4, 5, 12, Id, 15, 16, 23, 24, 26, 45, 107; 
the treaties of Mysore, page 26, of Sermgaputam, p 43, and in the Ap¬ 
pendix, p. 736. 

f >ce letters No. 41, 73* 7$ T 102, and Appendix, p. 7Of' and 726, 

l Nos, I, 69, 70j 72, 133, 134* 136, and Appendix, p. 72(4 and 740. 

§ No, 69, and Appendix, p. 705. 





The settlement of Oude, so essential to the security of our 
north-west frontier, after a protracted negotiation with the 
Vizier Saadnt Ali Khan, terminated in the conclusion of the 
treaty of cession under date 10th of November, 1S01. # 

The settlement of Surat was effected on a principle cor¬ 
responding with that of the Carnatic and Mysore* by a treaty 
concluded with the Nabob of Surat, under date 13th of May, 
iSOO,t ant ^ the Guieowar, by articles of agreement dated 
6th of June, 180^4 

A treaty with the Rajah of Nepaul, under date oOth of 
October, 1801,§ placed our alliance with this frontier state 
on an amicable basis. 

The political and commercial treaties with Persia afforded 
a check to Zemaun Shall.|j 

The policy pursued towards the Peishwa and Mahra.ttas is 
detailed in the documents specified. 

The Egyptian expedition, by which the combined troops 
of England and of India co-operated in the delta of the Nile 
for the expulsion of the French army from the East, was a 
useful sequel to the destruction of the French influence at 
Hyderabad and in Mysore.** 

The foundation of a collegiate establishment at Fort Wil¬ 
liam for the instruction of the civil servants of the East India 
Company is explained in the following documents. |4 



* See letters* No. 20, 40, 44, (p. 145,) 47, 48, 64, 69, 109, 110, 124, 
126,136, 137, 139. 
f No. 67, and Appendix, p- 70S. 
t See Appendix, p. 728, 729 , 730, 731. § p. 726. 

1! No. 29, and Appendix, p. 715 and 717- 
f See letters, No. 6, 10, IS, 26, 32, 36, 54, 69, 78, and 90. 

** No. 30,42,43, 62, 63, 69, 71,80, 81, 83, 84, 98, 100, 103, 104, 105, 
106, Ill, 113, ltd, 117,118, 120, 122, 128, 125, 12/, 185, 136, 137, and 
Appendix, 753, 755, "58, and 759. 
ft betters, &c. No. 39,35, 86, 97 ; Appendix, p, 732 and 738. 
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The meaaures adopted for the regulation of the private 
trade of India appears in the- several papers noted below** 

The rebellion of Doondiah Waugh>f in which the Duke 
of Wellington (then Colonel Wellesley) distinguished himself 
by his able conduct arid brilliant successes, is so fully ex¬ 
plained in his Grace’s despatches X ^ to render a repetition 
in this work unnecessary* 

The Poligar insurrection § which resulted from the fall of 
Mysore was temporary in its duration and circumscribed in 
its operation. 

The finances,)| taxational and police** of India required 
and received the minute attention of the Governor-General* 
The naval and military armaments assembled at Trincomalee 
for the conquest of Java, Mauritius and Bourbon, were sub¬ 
sequently employed in the expedition to Egypt, but the policy 
of the measure was fully recognized by the Marquess Wel¬ 
lesley’s plans being carried into execution before the dose of 
the war, |f 

The power vested (for the first time) Ii the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral,!;]; as Captain-General of the Forces, gave his Lordship 
full authority over all military operations. The reduction of 
the military charges on the ratification of the peace of Amiens, 


* No. 60, 69, 94, and Appendix, p> 736, 
t See Nos. 31 and 78. 

J See Vol. L of the Duke of Wellington's despatches, p, 52, r , 60,66 
and 79. 5 No. 45 and T83, 

|| No. 66 and 59. 1 No. G!>. ** No, 69. 

ft Admiral Rainier doubted the power of the Governor-General to send 
an expedition against the French islands without spec inf orders from 
home, and refused to proceed thither with the ships under his command. 
The authority assumed by his Lordship on this occasion was afterwards 
approved by the King's Government at home. See Lord Hobart's letter, 
No, 185, and the Marquess Wellesley's Letters to Admiral Rainier in the 
Appendix, p. 7*3, 

U Letter, No. 1£?L 
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shewn m the Governor-General's letter to General Lake/’ 
and the intended resignation of the Marquess Wellesley of 
the Indian Government* is announced in his Lordship's let¬ 
ter co the Court of Directors, dated 1st of January* 18G£.f 

Goa* to prevent its intended occupation by the French, 
was garrisoned by British troops, }: 

The murder of the Persian ambassador at Bombay (20th of 
Jtdy, 1802), and the Governor-General’s declaration to the 
surviving relations and attendants of that nobleman® is de¬ 
tailed as below. 

The papers relating to Ceylon,|| and several other matters 
referring to the Governor-General in his public capacity, re¬ 
quired insertion hi the present work. 

The army engaged in the war in Mysore presented to the 
Marquess ^ dlesby a star formed of the diamonds captured 
at Serin gape tarn; it was declined by his Lordship on public 
grounds : the army presented it to the Court of Directors, 
under whose authority the Governor-General accepted it^f 

The prize taken at Serlngapatam was very considerable: 
the Governor-General ordered the immediate distribution of 
a large part of it among the troops employed in the war, 
reserving however the ordnance, ammunition, and military 
stores until the pleasure of his Majesty and the Court of 
Directors could be received/* 

it was proposed by Mr- Dundas and the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman of the East India Company to grant 
£ 100,000 out of the sum thus reserved to the Marquess 
Wellesley- His Lordship declined this proposition as inju¬ 
rious to the interests of the army.ff A pension of £5,000 

* No. !fi8. f See Ltifi and 17$. 

I letters, Nos. 38, 39 and Uv- § Letter, No. 130, and p. M8. 

II No. I3(j, riiut IS5. n Nos. 0; 1?0 and i;i. 
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pet* annum fov twenty years was afterwards granted U> his 
Lordship.* 

The King was graciously pleased to express ins Majesty s 
royal pleasure at the co-operation of the Indian army witli 
bis Majesty^ fblces> and tliose ot the OEtonian Porte in 
Egypt,f and the Grand Seignior conferred the order of the 
Crescent on the Governor-General and on Major-General 
Bair&J 

The third volume will contain the account oi the Mali- 
rattu war, down to the pence with Seindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar.§ 

* No, 108* t Nos* 185 and 186 £ No. 187. 

§ The Editor has much pleasure in renewing his thank:} to K. B, 
Brlmonstono, Esq. for Ids continued kind ami most valuable assistance in 
the preparation of the present work, Mr. Etdnion&ton&'s aid has keen more 
particularly on account of his having idled the important offices 
of Persian Translator, md Secretary to the Government in the Secret 
Political and Foreign Depart meins With so much credit during the greater 
part of the period of these memorable transactions, 

Lmdon> dug-tot, 1856, 





ERRATA, 


P- 1 fourth from btmom~-for of read to. 

— 24, letter. No, XIII.—for ford, read Earl qf, 

letter XIX, fourth line from end of letter—adventure may be re»d advert 
turers may become. 

letter XXL Jine 8 —for get®9, read give. 

—last line—for or union, read mr union. 

— ft 3, Ifoc KH-for has, rend had, 

line D fi- m hottom—for most, read mare. 
line 5 from top, for into, read to, 

— 12 9> line 10 from bottom—for of forward, read of the forward, 

-~^2, end of 3rd paragraph—for . put 7. 

—184, last iinc but one from bottom—for Most Noble, read Right Honourable, 

—paragraph 4, line 17—for those, read thsy, 

— ' 244 , fine fi. reverse bracket. 

*52, letter CXV. line 10, after India* omit semicolon, 

—f* 1 U, ij ne 19 from top, for G'- r ^wr, read Government. 
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No. I. 

From His Highness (Itodut ul Chnra, Nabob (>f the Carnatic t to the Earl of 
Morning ton. 

Written the 7 Zdhege, 1213 Hegery, 
My Lord, or 13 May, 1709. 

Having read your Lordship's letter of the 24tli ultimo,* 
with great and serious attention, suitable to the importance 
of the contents, I shall return to it a fair and explicit answer; 
the Candour and sincerity of my character, without n request 
from your Lordship would have induced me on this, as on 
all other occasions, to speak without disguise, I have an 
additional inducement however, for plainness oflanguage and 
sentiment, in the earnest desire and manly example of your 
Lordship, 

I acknowledge my Lord, that under certain circumstances, 
explained by the third Article of the Treaty of 1792, the 
Company are vested with authority to assume the Carnatic, 
and amongst other things empowered to collect the revenue, 
which it yields; and I confess, without regard to the con¬ 
sequence of that confession, that the assumption of the 
control over the affairs and revenues of my country, under 
the provision of the Treaty, would occasion a severe and 
heartfelt affliction; yet, if the time should arrive, ^vhieh 
should render it necessary, that the Company avail themselves 
of the objects which that Article secures, I hope that Divine 

See Vul. I.p, 54 L 
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f rovi<lence will endue me with fortitude, adapted to die 
necessity of the season, and the adversity of fortune* that I 
may make the sacrifice required of me, if not with cheerful- 
ness, at least with dignity and resignation. And in per¬ 
forming this extreme act which the treaty enjoins (if it ever 
he demanded of mo) I shall have a constant consolation in 
reflecting on the. letter of the treaty itself, which stipulates 
that as soon as the exigency of the times which [required the 
temporary exercise shall have been satisfied, that I shall be 
reinstated in all my privileges and authorities; and I should 
wrong your Lordships honor, and slur the reputation of 
those whom your Lordship represents, if 1 could suspect For. 
an instant* that whilst i was fulfilling every relation to the 
Company with fidelity and exactness, that they should hesi¬ 
tate on their parts to discharge their relative connective 
duties. 

Possessing these avowed sentiments within myself, and 
this declared sense of the honor and justice of my allies, 1 
have no disinclination of that strong and rooted kind which 
your Lqrdship would seem to indulge, so as to induce me to 
enter into any new arrangement, rather than conform myself 
to the provisions of the existing engagements. No, my Lord, 

the treaty ot I7d2 t was concluded under such happy 
auspices, and is calculated from its precision and clearness, 
to promote and maintain so good understanding between all 
the parties to ifcj and is, moreover, so recommended to my 
affection^ by the loved and revered personages who framed 
it, that I could not for any personal inconvenience, were it 
ten times greater, so it wore created by the treaty* consent 
that, it should he altered even iq a letter. 


But your Lordship has submitted reasons apparently more 
cogent, why a new arrangement would be desirable ; and 
these arise out of the supposed defect of the treaty itselF, to 
ensure the objects which it had in view, and the probable 
deficiency of my means to fulfil hereafter the duties which it 
imposes* 

I cannot overlook a circumstance, which in an affair of this 


sort, must naturally present itself to the mind of your Lord- 
shipj that the treaty which is now suggested to be defective, 
has had a trial, my Lord, of more than seven years, and 
without a single exception, has been found for that period, 
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ily sufficient fur all common purposes, but has secured 
the fulfilment of every engagement stipulated in it, with a 
harmony uninterrupted, ami perhaps I might add, almost 
unprecedented in any country or age* And if experience be 
the true test of human institutions, there can he nothing, my 
Lord, to apprehend of the competency of the treaty of 1792, 
to continue to the contracting parties to an incalculable date, 
that happiness, that security, and that universal good-will 
which It has hitherto produced* 

But, my Lord, you have directed my observation beyond the 
present hour, and have informed me that your Lordship, ami 
the ministers of his Majesty the King of Great Britain, whom 
may the Almighty preserve, have looked, and do still look 
with a politic care, and wise prudence, to future probabilities 
and events as they regard our mutual conditions, and that 
the prospect is terrifying, 

I do not presume to know die grounds on which your 
Lord ship has formed yom opinion of the instability and 
uncertainty of my affairs, nor is it necessary that I should be 
acquainted with them* It is sufficient for me to know, that 
they are abundant enough to enable me to keep with punc¬ 
tuality niy plighted faith. Your Lordship, however, has 
suppose it, that from a difficulty to raise the kists, periodically 
payable to the Company, that I have been reduced to so 
great pecuniary distresses, that to provide a remedy for them, 
I have had recourse to measures, which I cannot bring myself 
to name; and that these measures in their expected consequen¬ 
ces, may affect the interests of the Company, as connected 
with the treaty* 

Your Lordship has a right undoubted, to expect an expla¬ 
nation of me, as to any public matter, which may regard the 
affairs of the Company as interwoven with my own ; and I 
shall be happy on all occasions, as I am at the present oppor¬ 
tunity, of answering that part of your Lordships letter, 
which respects the alleged assignment of certain districts, set 
apart by the treaty of 1792, as a security for the Company 
on the possible■■occurrence of a described event ; but as to 
any thing foreign to this, that may relate either to the internal 
management of my countries, or the government: of my people, 

I must, on principles as obvious as they are just, decline 
to enter into a discussion* 
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he supposed aasi^fwnent of the districts, alluded to by 
your Lordship, is stated as having been productive of the 
greater part of the piisdhief, which is lamented and deplored 
in your Lordship's letter, and as having laid the seeds of a 
move deadly and extensive ruin: and your Lordship relying 
principally on this, and on reasoning applicable to it, has 
suggested the necessity of a new arrangement, I am happy, 
my Lord, to offer an unqualified explanation of this alleged 
transaction ; and I have a double motive to rejoice at the 
opportunity afforded by your Lordship, since it will serve to 
free iny character and honor from the imputations which at 
present rest upon it, and will convince you, my Lord, that 
there arc no substantial reasons, which must give your Lord- 
ship infinite satisfaction, for any apprehensions on this, or 
any other ground related with it, 

I do most unequivocally assure your Lordship, on the word 
and faith of a sovereign* that no one foot of the Districts, set 
apart by the treaty of 179$, have been, or are in any manner 
or way, directly or indirectly assigned by me, or with my 
knowledge to any individual whatsoever y and having made 
this solemn and unreserved declaration, I would hope that 1 
need not tirge more. 

But 1 have suffered, my Lord, so much from reports founded 
on an erroneous conception of my conduct in this particular, 
that I am unavoidably led to be more explicit perhaps, than 
might be expected by your Lordship, I have been repre¬ 
sented, my Lord, to the world, and it were impossible to 
calculate how far I may yet be injured by it, unless I put a 
limit to the representation, to have notoriously mortgaged 
and assigned the Districts, pledged to the Company, and the 
manner of my doing it lias been publicly and confidently 
spoken of and proclaimed. That the ill-will of those, who 
are imtmcal to my interests, may have no further pretence for 
their assertions, and that it may be triable further to operate 
to my prejudice on the enlightened mind of your Lordship, 
I shall briefly state the manner in which payments are made 
into my treasury from those Districts by the officers of my 
revenue department, and which are ordinarily said to give 
rise to the assignments in question ; and it is in this simple 
way- — 

As my monthly kssts require to be paid with regularity, and 





as the expence and danger of the remittance of pnrney in 
specie, from a distant country to the Presidency are great, 
my aumilsj or managers, for the amount of their respective 
payments, procure bills from soucars for the particular 
sums to be remitted; and these bills are indiiFf.rently pur¬ 
chased of native bankers, who may have money unemployed 
at Madras! They are taken without reference to me, or to 
any connected with my durbar. They are paid in specie, or 
grain, and never superinduce an agreement of any sort to 
which I am made a party, directly, or col laterally. The 
transaction ends as it originates, with the managers and the 
sou cars. 

Having convinced your Lordship* as 1 would believe, that 
the evil anticipated by your Lordship of the expected failure 
of my resources to answer the exigencies of the treaty, can 
never happen from any of the causes mentioned by your 
Lordship; and that the treaty in its operation, is capable of 
insuring all those advantages which it was designed to 
secure, i shall not enter, my Lord, into a detail of the new 
proposals founded on supposed circumstances, which 1 have 
shewn to your Lordship to have been without existence. 

The wisdom and justice which pervades many parts of the 
arrangement proposed, 1 cannot but admire, as I have hitherto 
admired, all the public acts and propositions of your Lord- 
ship* They are the certain and avowed offspring# of a great 
and comprehensive mind; and although I cannot so far accede 
to the measure, as to give it, inasmuch us regards myself, all 
the weight and authority of a treaty; yet 1 shall endeavour, 
as circumstances allow, to observe the genuine maxims which 
your Lordship has used to enforce your proposals, and the 
conduct which they would inculcate* 

You need not be told, my Lord, of the unconquerable and 
insurmountable obstacle in the way of any new engagement, 
which could not be overstepped without outraging every 
principle that should make engagements binding; lor your 
Lordship is not unacquainted that my revered and honoured 
father, with his departing spirit, entreated and enjoined me 
that I should not consent to the alteration of a treaty, which 
he had painfully concluded; and I assured him on the most 
sacred obligation that religion imposes that 1 would obey 
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us dying commands. Does it regain for me to conjure 
vour Lordship, by the nobleness of your own nature—by 
your filial piety—by the reverence you owe to God—by each 
and nil of these, not to renew an application which I cannot 
accede to, without a breach of ail moral and religions duties, 
and cannot listen to without reproach. 

My Lord* Praise be to tile Almighty God, that in conse¬ 
quence of your Lord drip’s wise and re solute measures, the 
strong Portress of Renngaputam, which is equal to the wall 
of Alexander, and winch has for a great length of time with¬ 
stood all the attempts of other princes, has been captured, 
anil the extensive country of Mysore restored to tranquillity 
and safety, by the annihilation of the disturber of that 
country. This has conveyed to my mind unspeakable joy 
and gladness. 11 was right that such a glorious victory, and 
the acquisition of such honourable advantages, should be 
derived purely from your Lordship’s good fortune; and it 
will remain for ever on the records of time. Verse—“It is a 
happy plan that has succeeded, (his affair has been effected 
by you, and is such as u done by the brave/ 1 The victories 
which my friends have obtained by Divine favour, has given 
the greatest joy to me who am their ancient ally, I consider 
them as an auspicious omen of my own happiness, and am 
persuaded that your Lordship will manifest your kindness 
towards me. especially in support of my rights* The talooks 
of Carr ore, the two Rea lams, and as far as Tungarpeatty, have 
always been dependencies on Trkhinopoly. The father of 
Tippoo arrogantly usurped these tulooks, I hope they will 
now be restored to me by your Lordship's justice* Another 
request that I have to make, and with which I trust your Lord- 
ship will not only he not offended, but that you will grant my 
desire Is this—when friends acquire an immensity of power, 
those who are their sincere and ancient friends, arc inspired 
with certain hopes of obtaining their wishes* The troops, 
for which I pay nine lacks of pagodas yearly, in the service 
of the Company, were employed with those of my friends in 
the reduction of the Mysore country. 1 trust, therefore, that 
J shall he allowed to participate in the conquered countries, 
in proportion to the sum I contribute for those troops, and 
that thereby through your Lordships justice and equity, I 


tfUtrjrjfj, 



THE EARL OF MORN1NGTON 


have always followed the fortunes o' my Mentis t and 
pr:iyetl for their acquirement of such successes, may obtain 
my wishes. May your days be happy. 

What more l 


No. II. 

Frm JAeut. General Harm, tv the Etfrl of Mornktgton. 

My Lord, Reraigapataw, May Kith, !?!)';. 

This morning Fuvneah, who has so long been at the head 
of the principal departments of the Mysore Government, and 
enjoyed the confidence of the late Suttaun, paid me a visit, 
having arrived last night from the army, which remained 
under his command. 

After the customary ceremonies of an Eastern visit, Pur- 
ncall stated, in reply to my questions concerning butt eh 
Hyder, and the reason of his absence, that prudence re¬ 
quired the presence of a person of rani; with the troops ; but 
the Prince was ready to attend my summons. This led to 
further conversation on the subject of the troops of the Sircar*, 
still remaining in arms near Seringaputam, and produced 
from Purncak a direct proposal for an arrangement, by the 
adoption of which alone, in his opinion, the immediate res¬ 
toration of order and tranquillity could be obtained. 

The following is the outline of the Plan proposed. 
1st. That one of the family of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
should be placed at the head of the Government, to be 
established in this Country. 

Slid. That the Prince should pay to the English such 
tribute as shall be agreed upon. 

3rd, That the English troops shall garrison such Forts, as 
they deem necessary for the security of the Country. 

rurneah further suggested, that Futteh Hyder should he 
the Prince selected, and under this arrangement, which he 
very strongly pressed on my consideration, he declared he 
would be responsible for the immediate ioittlemeut of the 
Country; and he intimated, through the discussion that he 
expected, as Dewan , to be charged with the administration 
of the revenues under the Government, which it was pro¬ 
posed to establish. He stated, that the troops who, under 
any ether plan would, he feared, become a lawless banditti, 
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viging the country, and only to he quelled by force, would 
under tins remain quiet,, on the hope of future employment 
in the Service* The family' of Tip poo Sultaun would be 
preserved in a respectable rank., and the power of the 
Knglisli established by an arrangement, the moderation of 
which, would do honour to the national character, 

I informed Pumeah in reply to his proposal, that my 
powers did not authorise me even to give an opinion cm his 
plan, that l would state it to your Lordship; but that he 
must clearly understand, I made no promise regarding the 
event* I insisted that Futteh Hyder should immediately 
repair to Seriogapatam ; and waving the consideration of 
permanent settlement, requested him to suggest measures for 
the temporary arrangements of the remains of the Sultaun $ 
army, and the re-(?stablh ament of order in the Country, 

This, he said, was diffietdt, unless a prospect of the adop¬ 
tion of such a plan, as he had suggested was held out* About 
3000 of the cavalry were he informed me, mounted on horses 
the property of the State; the men would not serve us; and 
although he thought his influence would he sufficient to 
cause their horses to be delivered up, together with the 
elephants and camel? of the Sircar, which were also with his 
army; arrears were due to the troopers, and the persons 
employed to attend the horses, which they had a right to 
expect* The rest of the cavalry Were Sillahdars, whose 
horses were their own; and whom it might he difficult to 
disperse at once, by dismission from the service, without the 
risk of great inconvenience to Government, and distress to 
the country from their licentious conduct; Meer Cummer 
ud Deen’s party he informed me, had joined that now with 
Futteh Hyder;. 

After much discussion, it was agreed, that the proposal 
of Pumeah, shottfd be submitted to your Lordship's consi¬ 
deration; and that he should- immediately receive an order 
from me, to deliver up the elephants, camels, horses, &c* 
the property .of the State. That I should cause a small 
advance of money for the supply of their immediate wants, 
to he paid to the troopers and horse-keepers of the Bargeer , 
or regular cavalry; and that all Jagheeckirs, Sillahdars, &c. 
should be directed to return to the lands assigned to them 
respectively for their support, under the late Government, of 
which they should remain possessed until further orders; 
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at present y their collection of the revenues 
these lands, to the arrears of the last y ear only- This* as a 
temporary arrangement seemed satisfactory, arid Purneah 
returned to his camp to put it in force. 

In the course of conversation the possibility of an arrange- 
ment was hinted, for the establishment of a Hindoo Govern¬ 
ment, in favour of the ancient f&nily of Mysore, but Purneah 
cautiously evaded entering into this idea, in the slightest 
degree. The Mahornedan interest is so intimately blended 
with every department of the State in this Country, that no 
plan by which it is set aside in favour of an Hindoo Prince, 
could produce the very desirable effect of restoring tran¬ 
quillity, and reconciling the troops, and most powerful class 
of the inhabitants to the change of Government, 

I have the honour to he, My Lord, 

Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

G, Harris. 


No. IIL 

The Earl of Mormngton to Licut -Gcneral Harm, 

Fort St* George, U May, !7^- 
Having judged it necessary to entrust the conduct of all 
political affairs in Mysore, until my arrival at Seringapatam, 
or until further orders, to the exclusive management of my 
private Secretary, the honourable Mr, Henry Wellesley, and 
of any military Secretary Lieut.-Colonel Kirkpatrick, the ser¬ 
vices of the Commissioners appointed under my instructions 
of £&nd February are no longer required- That Commis¬ 
sion is, therefore, now superseded*^ 1 request you to ex¬ 
press to the members of the commission my fentire satisfac¬ 
tion in the zeal, ability, and discretion with which they have 
discharged the trust reposed in them in every part of their 
proceedings, of which I have hitherto been apprized. 

I am, &c. 

Mofnington. 


* The instruction conveyed in this letter, was not to take effect until the 
arrival of Mr- Henry Wellesley at Seringapatain, which will account for the 
apparent discrepancy of the letter dated May 20th !7!>9, [see next page] ad¬ 
dressed io the members of the Army Commission* for a specific purpose- 
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iSWtf ^ A? Remit!at at Hyderabad. 

Sip , Port St, Georgo, 17th May, 1799, 

Although his highness the Nizam has unreservedly com¬ 
mitted the interests of his government in the final adjust- 
merit of the concerns of the triple alliance to my charge, yet 
being desirous of consulting, him in the present important 
conjuncture of affairs, as far as is consistent with a prompt 
amt efficacious arrangement, I desire that yon will, without 
delay, intimate to his Highness md the Minister my wish to 
be informed of their sentiments, not only with respect to the 
general arrangement of affairs in Mysore as affecting the 
combined interests of the triple alliance- but also with re¬ 
gard to Ins Highness’s particular views and pretensions* 
You may assure his Highness of my entire disposition to 
meet his wishes to the utmost extent compatible with the 
general objects and interests of the alliance j and that it h 
with a view to consult his wishes, as far as may be practi¬ 
cable, that I now solicit his sentiments and opinion. You 
will obtain his Highness’s and the Minister’s reply as early 
as possible, and forward it, in duplicate, to me to Fort St. 
George* and to Seringapatam, 

I am, &c. 
MqrningI’on. 


No* V. 

Thti Earl of Mwningtm to the Honourable Colonel JFdledoy, and the 
Members of the Army Comrmmon. 

Gentlemen, fort st* George, 20 th May, 1799 * 

I have great pleasure in expressing my entire approbation 
of the manner in which you have hitherto executed the pow¬ 
ers entrusted to you* Unexpected circumstances* for which 
I could not make a particular provision, not only justified 
your deviation from the letter of my instructions, but would 
have rendered an adherence to their letter inconsistent with 
their spirit. You very properly considered that my first ob¬ 
jects must be fas I had expressed it,) in all cases, the safety 
of the army, and the success of the expedition; and that 
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important considerations must always be paramount to 
the strict execution of any special instruction* 

I am desirous of learning the nature of all the steps taken 
to conciliate the various Leaders of Troops dispersed in 
Mysore* Effectual measures of conciliation are absolutely 
necessary to the restoration of tranquillity in the country, and 
to the establishment of a final arrangement 

I desire that you ■will immediately ascertain and report to 
me the condition of the late Sultaius family, and the charae* 
jjjfers, dispositions and views of his sons respectively, and their 
connections with parties and politics, either foreign or do¬ 
mestic,—-This enquiry will naturally lead to die question, how 
far any of the sons of the Sultan had either entered into his 
views of establishing an alliance with iranee, or had disap¬ 
proved them. The state of the family of the ancient Rajas 
of Mysore, and the Characters and description of the persons 
composing it must also form an immediate object of yoiu in* 
vestigallon to be reported to me. 

It is also my wish to receive the opinion of the Commis¬ 
sion with respect to the most eligible settlement of the Coun¬ 
try of Mysore, in every possible view of that extensive anti 
intricate question. I request, therefore, that you will, imme¬ 
diately, take this important subject into deliberation; if una ^ 
niveous in your opinion, you will report it collectively; arid if 
you should differ, you will each of you report your opinions 
separately, in writing, on the question, and transmit them to 
me for my consideration. As you may he assured of the 
most liberal construction, on my part, I shall expect that you 
will he perfectly unreserved in your communications and sen¬ 
timents upon this momentous subject. My judgment is per¬ 
fectly without prejudice on any part of the question, and I 
am anxious to learn the result of your observations, with a 
view to assist me in forming a correct opinion, 

I will, however, state a few general points Which may serve 
to explain the considerations requiring immediate attention in 
the examination of this question: 

1st. That mode of settlement is to be preferred which 
shall unite the * most speedy restoration of peace and order, 
with the greatest practicable degree ol security lor the con¬ 
tinuance of both. 
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lor this purpose not only the interests of the Com- 
piny, but those of the Nizam, of the Mahrattas, amt of the 
leading Chieftains in Mysore must be conciliated. 

3*. The Military power of Mysore must be broken: or 
absolutely id entitled with that of the Company, 

*■ Se ” n Sap«tam must be, in effect, a British Garrison 
under whatever nominal authority it may he placed, 
r>. The Company must retain the whole of the Sultan’s 
terntorv m Malabar, and also in Coimbatore anti Duraporam 
wHo the Heads of ail the Passes on the Table Lend. 

The 4t]( arid ,5th of these points are properly matters of 
detail, but I consider them to be so essential to the stability 
of any new settlement, that I have stated them here as fun¬ 
damental articles in every possible view and modification of 
the question. 

I have* &e. 

Mornington. 


No, VL 

Ue Karl of Morning-ton to the Resident at Poonah. 

,Ut ’ Fort St, George, 23<i Mnv, 1799. 

, A “ ]l o»gh the Peishwa’s conduct, since my declaration was 
signified to him has been such as to forfeit every claim upon 
the faith or justice of the Company, I have determined to 
allow him a certain share in the division of the conquered 
territory, provided lie shall conduct himself in a manner suit- 
ab e to the nature of his own situation and of that of the 
Allies, and shall not attempt to disturb the Settlement which 
I shall deem most expedient for the affairs of Mysore, 

The Peishwa’s sudden determination to take the field, ac¬ 
companied by the tacit acquiescence of Scindiah, and by the 
orders which you state to have been forwarded to Purseram 
Bhow appears to me very suspicious. It is possible that be- 
iore theMOthi of May, the Peiahwn might have been ap- 
prised of the fall of Senngapatam j and his own preparations 
together with the orders of Purseram Bhow, may have been 
intended to favour the seige of Bednqre, or of some other 
part of the late lippoo Sultamvs dominions, with the view of 
securing the dominions seized in defiance of the consent of 
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?6inpa)iy and of the Nizam, Such a proceeding could 
not be viewed with indifference by me, and ultimately must 
prove injurious to the interests of the Feisbwa, by compell¬ 
ing the Company to renounce his alliance altogether, -ind to 
recover, by force of arm;, the territory so unjustly invaded* 
I desire that you will cake the most effectual measures in 
your power to discover the intentions of the Pcishiva with 
respect to the treacherous design which I apprehend him to 
have formed; suul that you will employ such representations 
or other means as may appear to you most likely to prevent 
the execution of this design, if really entertained, You will 
apprise Lieut'General Harris at Seringapatam, and Lieut- 
General Stuart (now occupying the late Sulfcaifs dominions' 
on the coast of Malabar,) of any movement which you may 
apprehend from the Mahrattas towards the dominions of 
Tippoo Sultnun. It h almost superfluous to state to you that 
the whole Kingdom of Mysore, having fallen to the arms of 
the Company and the Nizam, is at present to be considered 
as a part of their Dominions by right of conquest, and con¬ 
sequently any invasion of the Kingdom of Mysore must be 
deemed, on the part of the Mahrattay, an aggression against 
both the other Members of the Triple Alliance. The 
Pelshwa can derive no right to the conquered territories 
under an alliance of which he has violated both the letter 
and spirit* Whatever benefit he may eventually be per¬ 
mitted to derive from our recent conquest, will flow from the 
mere generosity and liberal policy of the British councils* 

Although I have not yet completely arranged in my mind 
the portion of territory which I mean to cede to the Peishwa; 
1 can no%v state to you generally* that I expect it will 
consist of the Territory of Anagoondy, flarponelly, and a 
part of Rydroog, to this may possibly be added a part of 
Bednore; but the extent of that addition must depend upon 
circumstances on which I am not at present prepared to give 
a decision* It is evidently for the Peishwa s interest to 
await the quiet cession of the considerable territory which he 
will acquire under any possible modification of the settle¬ 
ment of Mysore, rather than incur the hazard of provoking 
that power which has so recently given a signal instance of 
its vigour and efficiency* 

The Peishwa must be aware that the Nizam will not wil- 
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Ungly consent to any partition of Territory tending to enlarge 
the M ah raid a Dominion, and therefore the Peishwa should 
feel that he must rely on me exclusively for any such consi¬ 
deration and favour. Under such circumstances Ids wisest 
policy would be to be gimlet! by your suggestions, and to 
make no attempt which can servo to confirm my late suspi¬ 
cions of his disaffection to the interests of the Company. 

Previously to the cession of any portion of Territory to the 
Peishwa, I should wish to endeavour to accomplish the 
whole of the arrangement'contained in my instructions to you 
of the 8th of July 1798.* And 1 desire to learn from you, 
without delay, whether a renewal of those propositions under 
the present circumstances of aftairs would prove acceptable 
to the court of Poonah, 

On some parts of these propositions I shall absolutely in¬ 
sist, as indispensable preliminaries to any cession of territory 
to the Peishwa. 

The establishment of a Subsidiary British force at Poonah 
still appears to me to be a most desirable measure, although 
its importance has been much diminished by the reduction of 
Mysore; but a complete adjustment, under my arbitration, 
of every point now at issue between the court s ol Poonah 
and Hyderabad, as well as an engagement to abide by the 
arbitration of the Company on all fixture points of difference 
which may arise between the two courts; the perpetual ex¬ 
clusion of the French from the territories and armies of the 
Peishwa, and a defensive alliance against any French inva¬ 
sion of India, must be made indispensable preliminaries of 
whatever cession of territory 1 may deem it expedient to 
make to the Peishwa. This general outline of my views 
will enable you to take such steps as may tend to favour 
their success*; and I shall hope to receive from you, as early 
as possible, such reflections as shall occur to you upon the 
suggestions contained in this letter. 

T enclose copies of two French papers found in the Palace 
of Tip poo Sultaun after the capture of Seringapatam, The 
originals arc attested by the Sultan’s Byzc or usual form of 
abbreviated signature. You will communicate these papers 
to the Peishwa and to Nana; and you wili not fail to enforce 
the arguments which arise from the evident design of the late 
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'J’HE RESIDENT AT HYDERABAD. V 

to employ the French arms for the purpose of reco 


Vering from the Mahrattas, and the Nitftai, as well as from 
the Company the territories ceded to each of them under the 
treaty of Seringapatam, 


I am, &c. 

MoRNtNfiTOH* 


No, VII. 

The farl of Morning Con to the Resident el HitdcmhafL 
Snt, Fort si- Georgia 23 rd I\fay T 1 ?#. 

I am apprehensive that the extraordinary tide of success 
which attends ns in Mysore may so elate A rim ul Omrah as 
to raise the pretensions of his court beyond all bounds of 
discretion. I rely on you to correct; every appearance of 
such a disposition as well as every symptom of an inclination 
to hostilities against Scindiah, or the Peishwa. My wish is 
that the whole arrangement of our conquests should be left 
implicitly to the Company's government, but 1 should be 
glad to be furnished with a general outline of the views and 
pretensions of the Nizam, which his Highness may be as¬ 
sured will form an anxious object of my attention m framing 
my new distribution of territory or power. 

I am, &c. 

Mormngton, 


No, VIII, 

$ he Honour aide Hermj fTellerdet} to the Jdarl of Morning ton. 

My dear Morning TON, Gamp near Anicul, *5th May, 1799, 

No part of the Carnatic is in a more tranquil state than 
the country we passed through last night and this morning; 
and there can be little doubt that if the Commissioners of 
Malabar were to use proper exertions, that the same state 
of tranquillity and obedience to our Government might be 
produced in Canara. I am told that the inhabitants of all 
the villages between this place and Seringapatam express the 
greatest satisfaction at the fall of Xippuo, and at the pros¬ 
pect of living under the Company's Government 

Ever yours, 

H. Weciesley* 






* 

LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR ALURED CLARKE, TO 

No, IX: 

Mwt.-Gofcml Sir Ahm>d Chi-rJ-v to the E*irl of Mormngton, 

My dear Lord., Fort Willintn, May 28, 1799. 

Thanks to the expeditious passage of the Saccess Galley, 
I have been honoured with your letter of the 22n& instant, 
by which I was hz ppy to find you had been dissuaded from 
undertaking the journey to Seringapatam at this inclement 
season, The heat here has been intense, and I ain told it h 
so much worse in the A mboor Valley and B a rain ahl .at this 
time of the year, that you would have found it insupport¬ 
able, and probably have suffered much ill health in conse¬ 
quence; and as I see a great deal still to be done, that must 
depend on your strength of mind and active exertions, I 
should have been sorry that the benefit we may expect from 
the full operation of both, should have been hazarded by an 
over zeal for the public good. The more I reflect on the 
events of the last twelve months the greater surprise and gra¬ 
tification I feel; and the wider view I take of their probable 
consequences, the more satisfied I am of the wisdom of those 
measures, and the merit of those persevering exertions that 
have ensured, so far, a prospect of long peace and genera I 
stability to the interests of the British Empire in India, I 
am aware this is something like a repetition of wliat I said 
before, but it presses so heavily on my mind, that I cannot 
restrain it. I shall wait with much impatience to know the 
outlines of the plan you may determine on with respect to 
the possessions of every description that have fallen under 
our eon trend, which is a matter of no easy arrangement; but 
will, I am persuaded, be brought to the most favourable 
issue that enlightened policy and sound judgment can devise,. 

No evidei&ee w'as wanting to corroborate the justice of the 
war against Tippoo; but if there had, nothing could have 
proved mbf$ satisfactory and complete than the papers you 
have been good enough to send me copies of. I hey are 
such os one would be desirous of recording Immediately and 
every where, 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and es¬ 
teem, my dear Lord, your Lordship's obedient. 

And most faithful humble Servant, 

Allred Clarke* 





The Earl of frhyiungt<m to Llmit-Oemra! ffarm* 


Sir, Fort St, Georgy, 28th May, 1799. 

I think it necessary to apprise you, without delay, that it 
is my most earnest desire to avoid hostilities with the Mah- 
rattas, and, therefore, although their army should actually 
have entered the Mysore Country, I do riot wish that mea¬ 
sures of force should be taken to repel them* I approve the 
letter which you have written to Fmseram Bhow for the pur¬ 
pose of preventing the advance of his army into Mysore, or 
of inducing him to withdraw it, if already advanced. 

It will he advisable to lose no time in taking possession ot 
the Forts of Simogu, Bednore, Chitteklroog* and any others 
on the northern Frontier of Mysore, which may appear 
port ant for the purpose of checking the advance of the Mah- 
rattas. You will judge how far such detachments may he 
practicable consistently with, the essential object oi maintain¬ 
ing your main army in a formidable and efficient state. It 
the Muhrattas, however, should have occupied any forts in 
that quarter, I desire that no measures of force may be taken 
to dislodge them; representations may he made to the se¬ 
veral Commanders and Killahdars, but no hostility must, on 
any account, be undertaken against the Mahratfca army, 
unless in the case stated, a that the safety of your own army 
or their aggression should absolutely demand the use of 
force.” 

Whatever forts may actually be in our possession must be 
maintained, even at the hazard of hostility; but ( do nut sup¬ 
pose that the Mahrattas will venture to become the aggres¬ 
sors, although it would be conformable to their policy to 
pre-occupy the northern parts of the country with a view ot 
reducing me to the alternative either of ceding them to the 
Peishwa, or of engaging hi a war for the purpose ot ex¬ 
pelling his army. 

I further think it necessary to apprise you that upon prin¬ 
ciples of policy too obvious to require explanation, it is my 
determination to allow the state of Poonah to participate in 
the division of the country now at the disposal of the Allies. 

I have, &c. 

Morninwton. 


vox,. n. 
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Tin- Earl of Morning ion to Lieut ^General Steuart. 

SlR, Fort St* George, 1st June, 1790. 

I, learnt with much satisfaction the important intelligence 
of the safe arrival of the army of Bombay on the frontier of 
the Province of Canara. 

Prom your several communications it appears that the sea¬ 
son is too far advanced to admit of an attempt to reduce the 
Province of Canara in the event of any resistance being of¬ 
fered to the introduction of our government; but X flatter 
myself that the orders transmitted fro m Seringapatani to the 
JKillahdars of the several forts in Canara may enable you to 
take possession of the country even during the monsoon. 1 
rely on you to make the best distribution of your present 
force for that purpose* 

I now proceed to add such general directions ns oceur to 
me with respect to the first settlement of the country if it 
should fall into our hands. With respect to the policy to he 
observed upon our entrance into the Government of Canara, 
our great object should he to reconcile the inhabitants to our 
authority by the utmost degree of indulgence to their pre¬ 
judices and customs, and by refraining from any other 
changes of system than such as evidently tend to alleviate 
oppression, if oppression were felt by the people? under the 
former government* With this view I empower you to esta¬ 
blish such a temporary system of administration of revenue 
and justice as may appear best calculated to maintain order 
and tmmjuHIity, and to conciliate the affections of the people. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


No. XIL 

The Earl of Momlngton to IJeut,-General Barrie f Colonel Arthur IVtd- 
{estetf, Honour Me Henry tPeUeeley, Lieut,-Colonels IFilliam Kirkpa- 
mch, and Barry Close—Commissioners for the Ajfairs of Mysore* 

Gentlemen, Fort St George, 4th June, 1799. 

The Commission which accompanies this Letter* will ap¬ 
prize you of the nature and extent of the powers which I 
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THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE AFFAIRS OF MYSORE* 

Tivti deemed it advisable to entrust to you. These powers 
necessarily supersede those which I had delegated during 
the campaign to the Commission appointed to assist Lieut- 
General Harris in all matters relating to political negotiation. 
The favourable situation of affairs- in Mysore appearing to 
render my presence at Seringapatam quite unnecessary j I 
have again taken the resolution of remaining at Madras, and I, 
therefore^ propose to confide to you such a portion of my au¬ 
thority as may enable you, under my orders, to effect a settle¬ 
ment of the country without my presence. Whatever three 
Members of the Commission shall be present at Seringapa-r 
tain, on the arrival of this despatch, will proceed immedi¬ 
ately to act under the Commission, and to execute the in¬ 
structions contained in this letter. 

The restoration of the representative of the ancient fa¬ 
mily of the Rajahs of Mysore, accompanied by a partition of 
territory between tire Allies, in which the interests of the 
Mahrattas should be conciliated, appearing to me, under all 
the circumstances of the case, to he the most advisable basis 
on which any new settlement of the Country can be vested, 
I have resolved to frame* without delay, a plan founded on 
these principles; and I hope, in the course of to-morrow, to 
be able to forward to you the Articles of a Treaty, with pro- 
per instructions annexed, for the purpose of carrying the 
aboVementioned plan into effect. In the meanwhile it is ab¬ 
solutely necessary that certain measures of precaution should 
be immediately adopted in order to facilitate the intended 
arrangement These measures relate— 

1st. To the satisfaction of the principal Mussulman Sir¬ 
dars, and of the Killahdars of the several Forts. 

2nd. To the mode of removing the family of Tippoo bub 
taun from Mysore with the least practicable injury to their 
feelings. With regard to the first object, X have already 
forwarded to the Honourable Mr, IL Wellesley a letter to 
Meer Alluin, and a copy of a letter from the Nizam to me, 
which 1 trust will enable you to give a complete satisfaction 
toKummer udDeetrf and unless you expect any considerable 
advantage from his influence at Seringapatam in conciliating 
others of his religion, 1 devsire that you will take the earliest 
measures to induce him to repair to Gurvumcotidah ; with the 
other leading Mussehnans you should immediately enter into 
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-&uCin specific engagements as may preclude the possibility of 
any alarm in their minds with respect to their situation and 
prospects unde/ any new arrangements of the country, f rely 
on your discretion to conclude such an arrangement, with as 
little burthen to the finances of the Company as circum¬ 
stances ■will admit. The whole body of Tippoo’s Sirdars 
ought not to become an exclusive charge upon the Company, 
they must be employed and provided for by the Allies, and 
by the Rajah of Mysore collectively. The families of the 
Sirdars* slain during the campaign, must also he provided for 
in the same manner. 

The Killahdars who have surrendered posts, and those who 
still hold forts in their possession, should be paid their ar¬ 
rears for the month of April, at least, with their pay for the 
month of May, and for as long a time as we may leav- them 
in charge of their forts. On dismissing any of them, a liberal 
gratuity should be given them for the purpose of concilia¬ 
tion; all these charges may hereafter be adjusted between 
the Allies. 

As soon as you shall judge that your arrangements with 
the remnant of the Mtissehuan interest are in sufficient for¬ 
wardness you will proceed to take necessary measures for 
removing the family of the Sultaurn The details of this 
painful, but indispensable, measure cannot be entrusted to 
any person more likely to combine every office of humanity 
with the prudential precautions required by this occasion 
than Colonel Wellesley; and I, therefore, commit to his dis¬ 
cretion, activity and humanity, the whole arrangement, sub¬ 
ject always to such suggestions as may be offered by the 
other members of the Commission, I have appointed Lieut.- 
Colonel Doveton to take , the command of the Fortress of 
Vellore, which is destined for the future residence of the Sub 
tauifs family, Lieut.-Colone! Doveton is also appointed 
Paymaster of Stipends to the family; arid he has been di¬ 
rected to make every possible preparation for their accom¬ 
modation at Vellore. After their arrival, no reasonable ex- 
pence will he spared to render their habitation suitable to 
their former rank and expectations; and it is my intention 
to give them a liberal pecuniary allowance. Colonel Welles¬ 
ley will judge whether it may be necessary to give, either to 
the whole or to any branch of the family any specific assur* 
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ance of the exact, amount of the suras to he allotted to them 
respectively, if any such particular explanation should ap¬ 
pear necessary for their satisfaction, I authorize you to 
make the allotment of stipend to each of them, as well as for 
the establishment of the Zenana, provided that the total sum 
for the maintenance of the family be not stated at more than 
three, or at the utmost, four lacs of pagodas. The son* of 
the late Sultaun may he accompanied by such attendants as 
they may select, provided the number be not so great as to 
endanger tlie public tranquillity, or to form a point of union 
for the adherents of the late Sultaun. It might be desir¬ 
able that A.lli Roza should accompany the Princes, as he 
appears to be attached to the interests of the Company, and 
at the same time to entertain considerable affection for the 
Princes, The females and children of the several families 
must follow the Princes as speedily as possible. Colonel 
Wellesley, in my name, will give the most unequivocal assur¬ 
ance* of protection and indulgence to every branch of the 
family. And at a proper time he will deliver the letters for 
the four eldest sons of Tippoo, forwarded by the Persian 
translator to Mr. Wellesley. If Lieut,-General Harris should 
be at Seringap&tam, or within reach of it, I am persuaded that 
his humanity will induce him to exert every effort to mitigate 
all the rigorous part of tins revolution in Mysore, which 1 
feel myself bound, by every principle of duty towards the 
British interests in India, to accomplish -without delay. 

I have learned, with the utmost degree of surprise and 
concern, that the Zenana, in the Palace of the Sultaun, was 
searched for treasure some time after the capture of the 
place. I could have wished, for the honour of the British 
name, that the apartments of the women had not been dis¬ 
turbed.*- In the heat and confusion of an assault, such 
excesses are frequently unavoidable; but 1 shall for ever 
lament that this scene should have been acted long after the 
contest had subsided, and when the whole place had sub¬ 
mitted to the superiority of our victorious arms. If any per¬ 
sonal ornaments or other articles of value were taken from 
the women in that unfortunate moment, l trust that the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will make it his business to vindicate the 


' See Appendix p. 753, far a satisfactory explanation of this charge, 
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humanity of the British character by using the most zealous 
exertions to obtain a full restitution of the property in question. 


After this observation, it is superfluous to add my must 
anxious expectation that the utmost degree of care wilt be 
taken to secure the personal property of the Princes, and of 
the women when the period of their removal shall arrive. 

You will, of course* apply t” the Commander-In-Chief for 
such an escort as may he necessary to convey the family of 
Tip poo to the place of their destination ; and you will ar¬ 
range the time anti mode of their departure, so as to preclude 
the possibility of any commotion or escape* it is desirable 
that some officer, conversant in the language, manners, and 
customs of the natives, and of approved humanity, should 
accompany the Princes, until JL/reu t* - Ooloii tl Do vet on can 
meet them. His qualifications for the trust Which I have 
reposed m him are too well known to require any illustration. 

in exercising the general powers vested in you by the ac¬ 
companying Commission, I desire that you will not interfere 
in the management of the Province of Canara, until you .shall 
receive further instructions from me. I have directed Gene¬ 
ral Steuart to make a temporary arrangement for the Govern¬ 
ment of that Province, and until X shall have received his 
Report I cannot decide the system of measures most eligible 
to be adopted in that quarter* You will apprise the Com¬ 
missioners whose power is superseded by this new Commission 
of my entire approbation of their services, and you will return 
them my thanks accordingly. 

These regulations are founded on an opinion that the Com- 
iTiander-in-Chief may not always be at liberty to act in a 
political capacity; and that he may not be able to spare more 
than one of his confidential staff from about his person; my 
selection of Lieut,-Coloncl Close has been directed, not only 
by my knowledge of his extraordinary talents, proficiency in 
the native languages, and experience in the native jmanners 
and customs, but by my determination to establish him in 
the important office of Resident with the Rajah of Mysore, 
as soon as that Prince shall be placed upon the Musptid- 

You will observe that the Commission enjoins nil the Com¬ 
missioners and persons employed under them to take au oath 
of secrecy previously to entering upon their functions, Y ou 
will, therefore, communicate a copy of the Commission to any 
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ember who may happen to be absent from Seringapatam 
when the despatch shall arrive; but the contents of this 
despatch must not be communicated by the persons to whom 
it Is addressed to any person who shall not have taken the 
oath of secrecy prescribed in the Commission, excepting 
Meer Alluni * 

It lias occurred to me that the removal of your meetings 
to Bangalore might have an useful effect in drawing the mul¬ 
titude of Mussulmans from Seringapatam* This would enable 
the Commandant of the Fort to commence the repair and im¬ 
provement of the fortifications, and to proceed m clearing 
the place, and making it strictly a Military Station* I recom¬ 
mend the earliest possible attention to this measure as being 
of essential importance to our security an Mysore* 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your faithful Servant, 

MoamwoTON. 

[Com truss ion,] 

flicharfh fcVdW of ilfor/iin^ton, tyc., Go&ernor-General for all the Force* 
end Affairs of the British Nation in India. 



To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: 

whereas, the glorious success of the British and Allied Arms in My¬ 
sore, Under the favour of Providence, lma reduced the territories of the 
lute Tippoti. Sultaiin to the joint power and authority of the Honourable 
the English East India Company, and of his High ness the Sdubuk of the 
ifekkan, their friend and ally; and whereas his said Highness Ms given 
full power and authority to the Right Honourable Richard, Earl of Morn- 
ingtoh, Governor-General for all the Forces and Affairs of the British Na¬ 
tion in India, to conduct and order the interests of his Highness in the 
said possessions, and to conclude such an arrangement thereof as shall ap¬ 
pear to his Lordship to be most expedient for the security and welfare of 
the Country, and for the common benefit of the Allies. 

Now know ye, that for the more speedy conclusion of such salutary 
arrangement, and for the restoration of order and tranquillity by the set¬ 
tlement of the sail! conquered territories, 1, the said Richard Earl of 
Morning ton, Governor-General as aforesaid, do hereby constitute, uoinb 
uate and appoint , or any three or more of.them to be 

Commissioners during my pleasure for the settlement of the territories 
recently conquered from the saidTippoo Sultana,and to be and be styled 
Commissioners for the Affairs of Mysore, with full powers to negotiate 
and conclude, in uyv name, all such Treaties, and to make and hme all 
such temporary and provisional Regulations for the ordering and ma¬ 
nagement of the Civil aud Military Government and of the Revenues of 
Uie Stiid territories, as maybe necessary for the immediate administration 
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and settleme#| thereof* The said Commissioner® to he nevertheless sub¬ 
ject to »ueh oiderJ and instructions as they shall from time to time re^ 
eeive from me, end regularly to report their proceedings to me, keeping 
au exact diary or daily record thereof under the signature of one of their 
secretaries: and I do hereby empower the said Commissioners to hold 
their Meetings at such places, either within the territories of the fate 
Tippoo Sultaun or elsewhere, as they shall judge most convenient* and 
to adjourn from time to time,, and to change the place of their meeting, 
according to the exigency of the public service: and I authorise and di¬ 
rect the said Commissioners to communicate from time to time with 
Meer Ail dm Bah&udur touching the objects of this Commission* and T 
nominate and appoint to he secretaries, and 

to be Assistant-secretary to the said Corniui ssiou during my 
pleasure; and before the said Commissioners or any of them shall [pro¬ 
ceed to act in the execution of ny of the powers or trusts vested in 
them by this Commission, save only the power of administering the oath 
hereinafter mentioned, he or they shall severally take and subscribe the 
following bath* that is to say ; 

I, A, E. do faithfully promise and swear, that as a Commissioner for 
the Affairs of Mysore, 1 will execute the several powers and trusts re¬ 
posed in me according to the best of iny skill and judgment without fa¬ 
vour or affection, prejudice or malice, to any person whatever. 1 will 
not disclose or make known any of the orders or instructions which shall 
be tmnemitted to me, or to the Sfrid Commissioners by the Governor-Ge¬ 
nera!, or by bis order, or any of the proceedings of the said Commis¬ 
sioners, save only to the other Members of this Commission, or to the 
person or persons who shall be duly nominated and employed in tran¬ 
scribing or preparing the same respectively, or in seconding the proceed¬ 
ings of the said Ooimimsionm, or unless I shall be authorized by the 
Governor-General to disclose or make known the same. I do further 
pmmige and swear that T wilt not demand, take* or accept, directly or 
indirectly, by myself or by nnyother person, for my use, or on my behalf, 
or oil the behalf or for the use of any other person any sum of money 
or other valuable thing by way of gift, present, or otherwise, aiul that 
to the Governor-General in Council I will justly and truly account for, 
answer, and pay the rents, duties, and other revenues and sums of money 
which shall come to my hands or to the hands of any person or per¬ 
sons in trust for or employed by me in execution of the powers and au¬ 
thority vested in the said Commissioners by the said Governor-General— 
So help mo God. 

'VYkieh oatlvany two of the said Commissioners shall and are hereby em¬ 
powered to administer to the others of them pr any of them $ and the 
said oath shall be entered by one of the secretaries to the Commission, 
amongst the acts of the Board, and be duly subscribed and attested by 
the said Corami&moners at the time of their taking and administering the 
same to each other respectively. 

And the several Secretaries and other officers of the said Board of 
Commissioners shall alee take and subscribe before the said Board such 
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oath of: secrecy, and for the execution of the \h\ihx of their respective 
ecttions, and the integrity of their conduct therein, m % said Board 
shall direct; and when uny three nf the said Ooimmsai oners shad have 
taken the said each, they slmll immedimdy coastifrute a BoiM, and pro¬ 
ceed to act under the Comtnisslcm. And I do hereby empower and di¬ 
rect the said Commissioners to take charge and render an exact account 
to me of such public property os has been or shall he found within the 
territories of the late Tip poo Sul Uim,. arid also to collect and bring to 
account all such arrears of revenue and all such sums of money as were 
doe to the Sirkar on the 4th of May, 17P9, or have or shall become due* 
from aud after that day to the Government of the Allies, md provided 
always that this order shad! uo t be construed to prevent or impede the 
distribution among 1 the Allied army of the prize taken in the Fort of 
Seringapataiu, on the 4th of May according to the general order Issued 
by Lite (Tovernor-General In Council under (late the and 

provided also that nothing contained in this Commission shall be deemed 
to preclude the right of captors of nny fort or place taken on or before 
the said 4th day of May, I?£9, to obtain from the Commissioners an at¬ 
tested accoum of the public property contained therein. In order that 
the claims of all sucli captors may be hoard and determined by the Go- 
vernor-Gcuenil in Coumil or by the Honourable the Court of Directors 
or by His Majesty in Council according to the nature,of the case. And 
I do hereby authorize and direct the said Commissioners immediately 
upon entering on their duties under this Commission to isstte a Produ¬ 
ction notifying the restoration of tranquillity, aud promising to nil the 
inhabitants of the territories of the late Tippoo S ultima security of per¬ 
son and of private property, and encouraging them to resume their ordi¬ 
nary occupations under the protection of the Allies, And I further dt- 
rect that the said Proclamation ahull contain the strictest ini'uuctions to 
all persons within the said territories, under the most severe penalties, to 
abstain from acts of violence, outrage, and plunder. 


No. xm. 

Frmn Lord Mornington to Lient.-Colonel Ki rfipatrkk 
SlRj Fort St. George, 5th June, 1799. 

I have given full attention to the draft of the treaty trans¬ 
mitted by yon, and although the substance, and many parts of 
the detail of that draft are perfectly conformable to my ideas, 1 
think the whole transaction would be more conveniently thrown 
into a different form, from that winch you have given to it. 
1 do not see any necessity for ceding the whole Country in 
the (ii\sfc instance to the Rajah of Mysore, and accepting 
again as a cession under his authority, such districts as must 
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-■^oe retained by the Allies. I think it will be more convenient, 
and less liable to future embarrassment, to rest the whole 
Settlement upon the basis of our right of conquest, and thus 
to render our cession the source of the Rajah's dominion. For 
this purpose the proceeding should commence with it treaty 
between the Nizam and the Company, with power to the 
Peishwah to accede under certain conditions. The next 
• step should he a treaty with the Rajah, containing all that 
relates to his connexion with the Company, and to his interior 

government. 

The Rajah after his accession, may be made a party to the 
general guarantee, contained in my draft accompanying this 
letter.* The principal points in which I differ with you, are 


[Treaty of Mysore.} 


* Treaty for strengthemnft ife AUhtnee ant! friend# hip t tufaiwftff between 
the East Indie Company Hahaudur, Hh Highness the Nabob 

ad Dowiah A sop A J\th Bahoudur t and the Peish'Hwk Roto 
puttid-f Purdhuun Bakaudur, and fur effecting a Settlement of the 
Dominions of the lute Tippm Suhatin. 

Wherein die ! $bu eased Tippoo Sultana* unprovoked by any act of aggres¬ 
sion on the part of the Allies* entered into an ofrenftive and defensive 
ulKaime with the French, and admitted u French force into his army* tor the 
purpose of commencing war against the Honourable English Company 
B,'hander, and its Allies Nizam ud Dowkh Asoph Jab BafcSU^iir, and 
the Pcishwah Row Pundit Purdbmm Bahaudur. And the said Tip poo 
Sultaun having attempted to evade the just demands of satisfaction and 
security* made by the Simile English Company Bah and ur, and its 
Allies* for their defence and protection, agaiu&t &, joint designs of the 
said Snltaun and of the French $ the allied Armies of the Honourable 
English Company Bahaudur, mid of His Highness Nizam ul Dowkk 
Asoplt Jah Bahaiidnr proceeded to hostilities vindication of their rights, 
arid for the preservation of their respective Nonunions from the perils of 
foreign invasion, and from the ravages of a i-ruel am! relentless enemy. 

And whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to prosper the just 
cause of. the said Allies, the Honourable English Company Bahaudnr, 
and hia Highness Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bahaudur, with a con¬ 
tinued course of victory and success, and finally to crown their arms 
by the reduction of the Capital of Mysore, the fall of Tippoo Sul¬ 
tana, the utter extinction of his power and the unconditional sub* 
mission of his people. And whereas, the said Allies being disposed 
to exercise the rights of conquest, with the same moderation and .for¬ 
bearance, which they have observed from the commencement to the con¬ 
clusion of the late successful war, have resolved to use the power which 
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^ ib^D^cessity of holding certain principal fortresses in absolute 
sovereignty* I have now limited that demand to the fortress 


H has pleased Almighty God to place in their hands, for the purpose of 
obtaining- reasonable com pen sat ion for the expenses of the war, and jf 
e ^ f ablisf ] ng per iu an ent security ao d ge mhno i r it iqnlil i ty fo r them a el ves, 
and their subjects, m well as for all thu powers contiguous to their res¬ 
pective dominions- Wherefore, a treaty for the adjustment of the ter¬ 
ritories of the late Tippuo Sultaim, between the English East India 
Company Rdmudor, and his Highness the Nabob Nizam \ul Dowlah 
Asoph Jah Bahaudw, is bow concluded by Lieut.-General George Harris, 
Commander in Chief of the Forces of HU Britannic Majesty, and of the 
EnglUh East India Company Baliaudvtr in, the Carnatic, and on Hie Coast 
Malabar; the Honourable Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable 
Henry Wellesley, J Amt. -Colonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lieut-Colonel 
Barry Close, on the part and In the name of the Right Honourable Richard 
Earl of Mormngtori, K. P., Governor-General For all the affairs, civil and 
military of the British nation in India; and by the Nabob Meer Alhim Ba¬ 
li and ur, tm the part and in ihe name of His Highness the Nabob Nizam ud 
HowJah A soph Jah Bahaudur, according to the untl^r mentioned articles, 
wh ich by the blessing of God, shall be binding upon the heirs nml successors 
of the contracting parties, as long us the sun and moon shall endure, and of 
which the conditions shall be reciprocally observed by the said contracting 
parties, 

j4nk*k ljtf.—It being reason a bio t^/id just that the Allies by this treaty 
should accomplish the original objects of the war, vias. u due indemnifica- 
tiojs for the expenses incurred in their own defence, and effectual security 
for their respective possessions against the future designs of their enemies, 
it h stipulated ami agreed, that the districts specified in the Schedule A, 
hereunto annexed, together with the heads of all the passes leading from the 
territory of the lute Tip poo Sultuuu, to any part of the possessions of the 
English East India Company Bahaudur, of its Allied or tributaries situated 
below the Ghauts on either coast, and all forts situated near to, and com¬ 
manding the said passes, skdl he subjected to the authority, and for ever in^ 
corporated v ith the dominions of the English East India Company Bahais 
dur, the said Company Bahaudur engaging to provide effectually cut of the 
revenues of the said districts, for the suitable maintenance of the whole of 
the families of the late Ilyder Alii Khan, and of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
and to apply to this purpose, with the reservation hereinafter stated, an 
annual sum of not less than two lacs of star pagodas, making the Com¬ 
pany J s share as follows estimated value of districts, enti me rated in the 
Schedule A, according to the statement of Tippoo Sul taut* iu Can- 
teria pagodas, 7i77,170; deduct provision for the families of Hyder Alii 
Khan, ainl of Tippoo Sultana two lacs of star pagodas in Cauteria pagodas, 
2^0,000; remain b to the East India Company, 6,37,1/0. 

dr tide 2nd.—T ot the same reason stated in the preceding Article, the 
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of Seringa])atam, which I cannot consent to part with. With 
regard to Cliittledroog, Bednore, &c. lying within the terri- 


rlistricts specified in Schedule B, annexed hereunto, shall he subjected to 
the authority and for ever united with the dominions of the Nabob Ni¬ 
zam iid Dofflah A soph Jali Bub ami ur, the said Nabob having engaged to 
provide liberally from the revenues of the said districts, for the support of 
Meer hummer ud Deco Bahaurfur and of his family ami relations, and to 
grant him for this purpose a persona] jaghire in the district of Gumim- 
cnndab, equal to the annual sum of 2,10,000 rupees, or of 70,000 Cantern 
pagoda^ over and above and exclusive of a jaghire, which the said Nabob 
has also agreed to assign to the said Meer Ku miner ml Deen Khaun, for 
the pay and maintenance of & proportionate number of troops, to he em¬ 
ployed In the service of his said Highness, making the share of his Highness 
as follows—estimated value of the territory specified in Schedule 15, accord¬ 
ing to the statement of Tippoo Sulfcguu in 1722* 6,07,332; deduct personal 
jaghire to Meer Hummer ud Been Khaim, 2,10,000 rupees, or Conterai 
pagodas, 70,000; remains to the Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jail 
Bahandur, 6,37,332, 

Article 3rd *—It being further expedient for the preservation of peace 
and tranquillity, and for the general security on the foundations now es¬ 
tablished by the contracting parties, that the fortress of Smngapatam 
should be subjected to the said Company; Bahaudur, it is stipulated and 
agreed, that the said fortress and the island on which it is situated, 
including the small tract of land or island, lying to the westward of the 
mam island, and bounded on the west by a nullah, called the Mysore 
Nullah, which falls into the Cautery near Chun gill Ghaut, shall become 
part of the dominions of the said Company in full right and sovereignty 
for ever. 

Article Ath.—A. separate Government shall he established in Mysore, 
and for this purpose it la stipulated and agreed, that Maharajah Mysoor 
Kistnn Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur, a descendant of the antient Rajahs of 
Myaoor, shall possess the territory hereinafter described upon the condi¬ 
tions hereinafter mentioned. 

Ankle hlh .—The contracting powers mutually and severally agree, that 
the districts specified in Schedule C* hereunto annexed, shall be ceded to 
the said Maharajah Mysoor upon the conditions hereinafter mentioned* 

Arikh 6{fc—The English East India Company Bahaudur shall be at 
liberty to make such deductions from time to time, from the sums allotted 
by the 1 st. Article of the present treaty, for the maintenance of the families 
of Hyder Alii Khaim and Tippoo Suitmm, as may be proper in consequence 
of the decease of any member of the said families, and in the event of any 
hostile attempt on the part of the said family, or of any member of it, 
against the authority of the contracting parties, or against the peace of 
their respective dominions, or the territory of the Rajah of Mysore \ then 
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tory of the Rajah, the possession of Serin gap;*! am, and the 
conditions of our subsidiary treaty with the Rajah, will I trust* 


the said English East India Company Bahaudur shall be at liberty to limit 
nr suspend entirely the payment of the whole, or any part of the append 
hereinbefore stipulated, to be applied to the maintenance and support of 
the said families. 

Jr tick 1th> —Hh Highness tin; Pchhvrah Row Pundit Purdliaan Baliau- 
dur shall be invited to accede to the present treaty; and although the said 
Peishwah Row Pundit Purdhann ISahaudur* has neither participated in the 
expense or danger of the late war, and therefore is not entitled to share any 
part of the acquisitions made by the contracting partis*, namely} the En¬ 
glish East India Company Buhaudnr, and his Highness the Nabob Nizam 
ud Dow lab A soph Jah Bahnudur; yet, for the maintenance of the relations 
of friendship, and alliance between the said Peishvrah Row Pundit Purrb 
hamv B&houdur, the English East India Company Bohnudur, hie Highness 
the Nabob Nhtmn nlDowlah Asoph Jah Baliaudur, and Maharajah Mysaor 
Kistna Bujah Bwhuu#r, it is stipulated aiwl agreed that certain districts, 
specified in Schedule O, hereunto annexed, shall be reserved fur the pur¬ 
pose of being eventually ceded to the said Feishwah Row Pundit Purdhann 
Bahaudur, in full right and sovereignty, in the same manner as if he had 
been a contracting party to this treaty; provided however, that the said 
Peishwah Row Pundit Purdh&un Bchaudur shall accede to the present 
treaty in its full extent, within one month from the day on which It shall 
be form ally communicated to him by the contracting parties; and provided 
also, that he shall give satisfaction to the English East India Company 
Eahaudur, and to his Highness Nizam ud Do wish Asoph Jab Rahaudur, 
with regard to certain points now pending between him, the said Prdshwah 
Row Pundit Purdhium Bahwudur, and the said Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah 
Asoph Jah Bnhaudnr, and also with regard to auch points as shall be repre¬ 
sented to the said Peiahwah, on the part of the English East India Com¬ 
pany Bahiiudur by the Governor-General* or the English resident at the 
court of Pnonah- 

Artidet>ih. —lf,eon£rary to tlie amicable expectation of the contracting 
parties the said Feiahwah Row Pundit Fimlhaun Bahaudur shall refuse to 
accede to this treaty, or to give satisfaction upon the points, to which the 
7th Article refers, then the right to and sovereignty of the several districts, 
hereinbefore reserved for eventual cession to the Fekhwah Row Pundit 
Purdhann B&hauthir, shall rest jointly in the said English Ea$t India Com- 
pnuy Bahaudur, and the said Nabob Nr/am ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Ba- 
baud nr, who will either exchange them with the Rajah of Mysore, for 
other districts of equal value, more contiguous to their respective ter¬ 
ritories, or otherwise arrange and settle respecting them, ns they shall 
judge proper, 

$rtme 9fA.—It being expedient for the effectual establishment of Maha¬ 
rajah Myaoor Kistna Rajah, hi the government of Mysore, that his High¬ 
ness should be assisted with a suitable subsidiary force, it is stipulated ami 
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give u& a sufficient command over them ; but, I cannot consent 
to a How the Nizam to hold Chittledroog ; it would be a very 

__4— JH . '- ---—- 

agreed, tto tlie whole of the said force shall be furnished by the English 
Bust India Company Bfihaudur, according to the terms of a separate treaty, 
to Be immediately concluded l>etweeo the said English Emt India Com¬ 
pany Balmudur, and his Highness the Maharajah Mysoor Khtua Rajah 
Oodiavar Rahmidurn 

Jrtfote HIM.—'this treaty cousfeting of ten Articles, being settled and con¬ 
cluded this day* the 22d of June, 1799, (corresponding to the 17th of Mohtir- 
rum, 1214, Anno Hig«rt), by Lmt.-General George Harris, thdHonourable 
Colone l Arthur Wellesley, Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieut^CdlndM- 
llam Kirkpatrick, and Lieut*-Colonel Barry Close, ou the part and in the 
name of the Eight Flow durable Richard Earl of Mornington, Govern or- 
General aforesaid, and by Meer Allum Balmudur, on the part, and in the 
name of his Highness the Nabob Niznm ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bahuudur, 
the aakl Lient.-General Harris, the Honourable Colonel Arthur Wellesley, 
the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieut,-Colonel William Kirkpatrick and 
Lieut, -Colonel Barry 0 los e, have del i vere d to Mcer Alhi m Bahaud u r on ec opy 
of the same, signed ,and sealed by themselves; and Meer AHum Bahaudur 
lias delivered to Lieut -General George Harris, the Honourable Colonel 
Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieut.-Colonel Wil¬ 
liam Kirkpatrick, and Lieut .-Colonel Barry Close, another copy of the same 
signed and sealed by himself; and Lietit.-Genera! George Harris, the Honour¬ 
able Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieuf,- 
Colonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lieut,-Colonel Barry Close, and Mfier 
AI him Bahaudur, severally and mutually engage, that the said treaty shall 
be respectively ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor General under 
his seal and signature, within eight days from the date hereof, and by his 
Highness the Nabob Nizam ud Dowlah Asoph Jah Bnhaudur, within twenty- 
five days from the date hereof. 

Nkam's Seal. 

Ratified at Hyderabad, by Ins Highness the Nizam, on the 13th day of 
July, Anno Domini, 1793-* 

J. A. Kiiuspatkiok, Resident. 

SCHEDULE A. 

1st.’—The Company's Share.—The following Districts from Nuggur or 

Bednore. 

Knrial, (Mangalore) Bekul andNetiseram, 1,33,6S2 7li Korkiil, 11,393 
21; Bavkoo, 48,389 8i ; Khoebaqlpoor, 2lf$6l 7i ; Bnlkul, 9,177 ll.l t 
Gnirsopah, 9,192 0$ ■ FI n m \Wur (Onore), 17,482 9y; Mirjau n, 8,953 4 $; 


* Ratified at Fort St George, by the Right Honourable the Governor- 
General in Council, on the 26th day of June, A> D, 3 799- 
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—imfdtivenient arrangement in every point ol view, and l, there- 

fore, request yon entirely to discourage the repetition of any 

Ancotah FuachmftM; and Shedasghur (or Soonda Payea Ghaut) 28,332 2 ; 
BUghmr 18,9294*.—-Total 5,11,874 6* 

Oot^BATOoa, &c. viz.—®6imbaioor, 80,000; Danaj^iicotah, 35,000; 
Oheeor, 27,000; Chinjmy, 27,000 $ Dampoov Chtinkcrgherry, 64,000; 
SetRmuigalum, 30,000* Undoi*r, 8,000 ; Perondubiby * Viajmun- 
gul (Atavuroourchy), 20,000; Err ode, 20,000; Caroor, 41,000; Good gully, 
15,000; Gn very po ram, 4,000; total 3,86,000► Wy ft an tl, from A mucin u ggu v 
Chtcfclooiyfrona Taloraks belonging to Seringapatom; Panganoor, 15,000; 
Snttikal Alumbady and Kodahuily, 15,200; Orui&Gre, 13,096; Decani cot ah 
m<\ Ruttongeery, 14,000; Vencatigyrahcotahi 6,000 j Ankiusgcery and Solju 
gcun, 4,000; Baugloor, 3,000 ; TaimnUah and TaUvaddv (half Talooks) of 

Hnrdnntrullyv 5,000.--Total, 80,296, together 7,77,1/0 Of. — Deduct 

provision for the maintenance of the families of Hyder Alt Khan, and of Tip- 
poo SuJtauQ, star pagodas 2 laca in canteria pagodas, 2,40,000.—.Keinains 
to the Company, eautcria pagodas, 5,37,170,6^ 

SCHEDULE B. 

2nd,—The Nizam’s Share.—Gooty—Fyze Hussur Ruhal, 15,668 ; Kona 
Kooiulah, 7*500; Panin, 11*000; Wurjur Ktirroor, 8,293 1; Yurutty 
Murajcherroo, 6,902; Blicem Rapah, 4,800; Muttoor, 2 J00; Pravali 
Muiwiranorg, 9,426 3; ChimurapUIy, 9,9118; Midkaira Kootoo, 22, 
v^61 8| ; Koortunni, 8,800; Yarky, 22,673 1; Pctmacooiukh, 60,000; 
Murrug Se^ra, 8,000; Hundy tenant poor, 16,000; Koorguor (remainder 
of), H J fi29| Kiinchimgoondy, (remainder of) 10,000; &f Gjirnimcemlah, 
all the districts not ceded in 1792, 1,85,810; Puttungerry (from Seringa- 
patam), 10,000, Rydroog (6 talooks), 1,02,856 ; Kurruxd Puis hens h , 

66,666.—From Chiuledroog—Terry mullah, (1 talook), 7,800.-Total, 

6,07,332 If—^Deduct a personal Jaghire to Kummer ud Deen Khan and 
relations, 70,000,—Remains to the Nizam, 6,37*332 If 

SCHEDULE C. 

Districts ceded to Maharajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodmvcr Bahaudttr, 
Talook k belonging to Seringapatam. 

Puuun Attocknm, 11,000; Mysore Attockrun, or Rahmut Nuzeen, 
11,500; Nuzzer Bar, 14,000; Ilurdunhully, 15,000 ; Periapatam, 6,200; 
Maddoor, 13,200; Hetghur JSewancotali, 8,000; Eemdapoor, 7,000; 
Tyoor, 8,000; Yelandoor, 10,000; Malwelly (Gulrnahahad),'9,000 ; Tub 
kar Sosilah, 8,100; Numpoor, 10,200 ; Yeatoorah, 7,200: Bailnor, 
15,700; Arkulgoor, 4,300; Chmipatani, 12,100; Bui turn Mun^ezabad, 
10,000; Hlisten, 7*900 ; Honawully, 9,400 ; Nngmiotgul, 4,700; Bd- 
1 nor, 3, J GO ; Mallarage Droog 10,000; Oram, 3,500; Ramghccry, 7,4U(i; 
Turkammh, 7,400; Ahmudmiggor, Chiekloor, 10,000; Karp, 12,000, 
Toorwy Kliaira, 9,000; Coonydglrol, 5,0089; HooUoohfroog, 4,000; 
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mch proposition on the pa*t of Mt or ARum, The question 
of ceding any part of Soonda to the PeisJiwah, may be re- 


Kirkairy, 4,065; Cliennyputtari, 9,138; Nooggairly, 3,000; Mairfotesh 
arul. Kistimngeppor,. 6,100; Suckynputtau, 6,200; Bamfrawar, Guradun- 
giilv, Hurardudiy, 10,000 j Bobdehall, 7,000; Nidghul, 6,000; P&ghur, 
10,001- j Hagulwajy, 12,000; Gooranrtirpoiluin, 10,000; Bangalore, 
55,000; Magry, S*400; Mudgcrry, 36,000; Cborgherry, 4,000; Cam 
kanhelly, 8,900; Nuhvungle and Doovbiilah, 16,000; Aiiicnl, 10,3tlU j 
Byroodroog, 4,000 j Hyboor, 7,000 ; Devvankelly, 20,045; (Jotradropg* 
6,000; Qhinroydroog, 8,000; Tuomkoor and Devroy, 18,000; NIdge- 
gul and JHaeklydroog, 16,000; Kumlykeera and Cbulljuighelly, 16,000; 
Ghota Bul&pour, 80,000 ; Colar, 80,000; J rnigu men tab, 33,000; Chuck- 
moogaI n m , 8,134 4; K udoor, 7,129 71 ■*~*T btal, 7* 78,321 0*. 

Seriu (Remainder o£)—Serra and Amrapoor, 55,000; Hooauttah, 
60,754; Burra Balapoor, 40,000,-Total, 1,40,754. 

Nnautm above Ghaut.—Kus bait, 29,145 4g 2; Gooiydroog,28 f 818 Of 2 
Koompsee, 8,094 2|; Hope, 22,864 5* 2: Woathara, 6,8189 ; Eeknh'y 
and Saguri 39,41 42; Ghooty (Hoably), 11,006 Bf ; Stub to warm tidy, 
10,458 \2i Serry an witty, 17,424; Sluiaknrpoor, 11,774*; Annunta- 
poor, 10,191 9^; Lakouly-danwass, 11,629 6| I; Orrigunuy, 13,614 If; 
Simoga, 16,883 5 ; Hoolyhonore, 6,583 6f 1 ; Biddery, 10,835,5 2 ; 
Chingeery Beswapatam, 22,091 If 3 ; TWykeerah, 14,076 4* 2; Assem- 
poor* 10,696 2f 3.-Total* 3,02,417 5 6, 

ChiTT ifBi)ito o g (reminder of) 12 Tatooks;—Knsbah, 20,874 7f 1; 
Becrnaumeodai', 12*148 4 2; Dodiary, 12 h 984 9* ; Huadroog, 11,936 2\ 3 ; 
Muttoor, 10,392 3* 2 : Mnrkai Murroo, 12,662 9* 3; Tulliek, ! 1,854 }■ ; 
Bunn Sagur, 10,163 6*; Kunkopah, 12,542 * 2; Bilchoor, 10,683 IV 2 * 

Illnoor, 10,010 2; Goody cotab, 11,330 5 V 3.-Total, 13,79,076 8 L 

Deduct 2 Fergtmnahs of Hurdenhelly, viz, Talma!I and Talwaddy, in^ 
eluded in the Company's share, 5,000; balance* 13,74,076 8 1. 

SCHEDULE D. 

The Peishw&h ? s Share—Harpo nelly, (6 Talooks), 1,10,030 8*; Soonda 
(above the Ghauts), 59,377 ; Annagooncly, 60,101. From Chittledroogv 
2 Tnlooks, viz, Holulkaira, 11,425 4* j Mycoondft, 12,2289*. From 

Bednore 1 Talook, viz, Hurry hur, 10,796.--Total Canteria Pagodas, 

2,63,257,3f. 

latilied at Hyderabad, bv hi Highness the Nizam, on the 13th 
day of July, A.D. 3799. 

J, A. Kirkpatrick, Resident. 

Ratified at Fort St George, by the Right Honourable the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Council, on the 26th day of June* A.D, 1?99. 

Separate Articles, appertaining to the Treaty of Mysore, concluded on 
the 22nd of June, 1799 (corresponding to the 17th of Mohurrum, Anno 
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iSfvecl for future consideration. To-morrow, or at farthest 
on the next day, l hope to be a Me to forward to you the draft 
of the treaty w i fcl i the Haj al j. At p t escn t f it i a no t my in ten- 
lion to quit Madras, unless I shall learn from you and my 
brother, that my presence can be useful in Mysore. My 
baggage is still on the road, and I could move it at a very 
short notice. 

I cannot at all agree with the CouWissioners A that it is ne¬ 
cessary to delay our settlement of the Country until Chittle- 
droog shall*be surrendered, or taken; and I desire that you 
will not wait for either event, but proceed forthwith to con¬ 
clude the necessary treaties, as soon as you shall have taker 
the necessary precautions suggested in my instructions to the 
Commissioners for the affaiH of Mysore, I fear that the 
final arrangement is likely to suffer delay, from our having no 
person on the spot authorized to sign a treaty on the part of 
the Nizam; . perhaps Meer A Hum may think himself autho¬ 
rized to do so at my request, under the full powers which I 
have received from His Highness,-—with a view to obviate 
every difficulty, I have written to Hyderabad to desire that 


Iftgevee, 1214) between Btj'fe Honourable English East India Company Ba* 
hsiidtir, and the Nabob Nizarii ud DowJnh Asoph Jab Bahaudur, 
sir tide L—-Witb a view to the prevention of future altercations, it U 
agreed between his; Highne? the Nabob Nmm ud Dowtoh A soph Jab 
Balutudur, and the Honourable English East India Company Bahuudm?, 
that to whatever amount the stipends appropriated to the maintenance of 
the Sons, Relations, ahd Dependants of the late Hyder Ali Khauiij and 
Tippoo SuPaun, or the person-il Jaghire of Aieer Kumiuer ud Deco 
Khaim, shall hereafter he diminished in consequence of any one of the 
stipulations of the Treaty of Mysore , F the contracting parties shall not be 
accountable to each other on tins head. 

Article 2s —rAnd it is further agreed between the contracting parties, 
that in the event provided for by the Eighth Article of the Treaty of My¬ 
sore, two-t birds of the shares reserved for How Pundit Purdbaun Bahutt- 
dur, shall fall to & Highness the Nabob Nizam tul Dovvlah AeOph Jab 
Bahaudur, and the remaining third to the Honourable English East India 
Company Babaudur, 

(The NizauPs Seal.) 

Ratified at Hyderabad, by Ids Highness the Ni^am, on the 13th 
day of July, AD. \7®h 

J. A. Kirkpatrick* Resident 

Ratified at Fort St. George* by the Right Hon Durable the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Council, on the Kith clay of June, A.D. 1799. 
VOL, II. 
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ycm-r brother will immediately obtain, mA despatch full powers 
to Men 1 A Hum for this purpose, bxit I think it would be a far 
prciV ruble arrangement if Meer ABum could be brought to 
-1 gin the treaty immediately, and thus enable us to proceed at 
-mcv to the settlement of the Country* 

I am, &c, 

Mqrnjngtok, 


Uo. XIV, 

Lh-itenant-General Harm to the Earl of Murhmgtmi. 

MV DEAR Lord* Camp, 7th Ja m l?9k 

Your Lordships private letter of the 3rd instant, apprizing 
me that it is your intention, as soon as you receive an account 
of the value of the ordnance and strives in Soringapatam, to 
recommend the whole amount to be granted to the army; 
was received yesterday, and is a most handsome added proof 
of the zealous interest with which your LordshipJms entered 
into our concerns. A Committee is ordered for the above 
purpose, and its report shall be forwarded to your Lordship 
as soon as finished, but as it will be a considerable time in 
making out* and aa a reference to his Majesty and the Court 
of Directors is required, you need not be under any appre¬ 
hension that the amount will be of the least injury to the 
discipline or efficiency of the army; long before it cart be 
received, the division you have ordered will have been com¬ 
pletely despatched* 

I am, with great regard and esteem, 

My dear Lord, 

your faithful Servant, 

George Harris* 


[The following were the orders issued by the Governor-Genoral for the 
distribution of the prize money*] 

General Orders dy Government. 

Fort Sr. George* 2d June, 17911. 

The Right Honourable the Governor-General m Council, having re¬ 
ceived from Lieutenant-General Harris n report of the ordnance, ammu¬ 
nition, military stores, and treasure, taken bv the allied army in the fort 





of S&iftgapatarjai ha?-much pleasure m amiripiitUig the sanction of bis 
Majesty ruid of the Court of Directors, for the distribution of prize- 
money on this memorable occasion. 

His Lordship, aecbrdbgly, authorizes anti directs the Corn madder-in- 
Chief to umke an immediate distribution of the treasure and jewels to 
the troops of the allies, in such proportions [is may be conformable to the 
tfSifjge of the British service in cases of a similar nature* 

In respect to the ordnance, ammunition and military stores. Ids Lord* 
ship directs that they be reserved entire, until the pleasure of his Majesty, 
and the orders of the Honourable Court of Directors, shall be received* 
The Bight Honourable the Governor-General in Council feels particu¬ 
lar satisfaction, that the happy circumat a rices, accompanying the glorious 
and final success of this brilliant campaign, enable liia Lordship to aiVord 
a substantial proof of the public gratitude towards the army,, by bestow¬ 
ing a reward, proportioned to the magnitude aud importance of their 
services, and earned, not more by their labour, courage, anil perseverance, 
than by their exact discipline, regularity, and exemplary subordination* 

By order of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council, 

J. W»nn% Sec, to the Govt* 


No* XV. 

V7ic Earl nf Afomington to the Right Hm. Henry Oundus. 

My peak Sm, Fort St* George, 7th June, 1/99. 

Nothing can be more favourable than the state of affairs 
in Mysore; the accounts which I have received from Mr. 
Henry Wellesley and from Colonel Kirkpatrick, induce me 
to believe that I shall effect the settlement of the country 
with more advantage from this place than if I were to pro¬ 
ceed to Seringapatam, and I shall therefore remain here, 
unless they should he of opinion that my presence upon the 
spot may be useful. In the meanwhile, tbe information which 
I have collected has enabled mo to determine the basis and 
outline of the new settlement of the extensive empire which 
the glorious success of the war has subjected to our power. 

I shall transmit to you, by a more convenient opportunity, 
an accurate view of the motives which have induced me to 
adopt the settlement of the country now carrying into effect 
in preference to any other; for the present, it may be sufficient 
to observe that, to have divided the whole territory equally 
between the Company and the Nizam, while it would have 
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afforded strong grounds for jealousy to the Mahrattas, wotild 
have aggrandized the jflizanfs power hey oral the bounds of 
discretion, mil would have left; in out hands a territory, so 
extensive, as it might; have been ddhciilt to ananage, especially 
the present state of the Company's service at this Presi* 


in 


dency. To have divided the territory into three equal portions, 
allowing the Mahratt&s, who had taken no part in the ex* 
pense or hazard of the war, an equal share in the advantages 
of the peace, would neither have been just towards the Nizam, 
politic in the way of example to our other allies, nor prudent 
in respect to the aggrandizement of the Mahratta empire. 
To have given the Mahrattas no larger a territory than is 
now proposed, while the Company and the Nizam divided the 
whole of the remainder to the exclusion of any central power, 
would have b^en liable nearly to the same objection as that 
stated against a total exclusion of the Mahrattas from all 
participation. The establishment, therefore, of a central and 
separate power in the ancient territories of Mysore appeared 
to he the best expedient for reconciling the interests of all 
parties.. It would certainly have been desirable* that that 
power should have been placed in the hands of one of 
Tippoo s sons ; but the hereditary and intimate connection 
established between Tippoo and the French, the probability 
that the French may be enabled to maintain themselves in 
Egypt, the perpetual interest which Tippoos family mmt 
feel to undermine and subvert a system which had so much 
reduced their patrimony and power, added to their natural 
hatred of the English name, and to the aspiring ambition, 
indignant pride, and deadly revenge, congenial to the Maho- 
medari character, precluded the possibility of restoring any 
branch of the family of the late Sultaun to the throne, with¬ 
out exposing us to the constant hazard of interna] commotion, 
and even of foreign war. Such a settlement would have 
cherished in its bosom a restless and powerful principle of its 
own dissolution ; we could never have expected harmony or 
concord or a spirit of friendship and alliance, where no true 
reconcilement could grow ; even submission must have been 
reluctant and treacherous, where bitter memory of fallen 
dignity, wealth, and power, must have united every passion 
and vice with many of the noblest virtues, in a constant 
desire to recover an empire, originally acquired by an extra* 
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ry combination of falsehood, cruelty, arid courage, and 
maintained for long time with eminent policy and vigour, 
as well in its internal Government as '.in its foreign relations* 

You will observe that, throughout this view of the subject 1 
have assumed the justice and necessity of the late war against 
Tippoo Sidtann, and consequently the right of eon quest 
.under which I conceive the absolute disposal of the territory 
to have accrued to the Company and the Nigam* In the 
exercise of this right, if I were to look to moral considerations 
alone, 1 should certainly, on every principle of justice and 
humanity, as well as of attention to the welfare of the people, 
have been led to restore the heir of the ancient Rajah of 
Mysore to that rank and dignity which were wrested from 
his ancestor, by the usurpation of Hyde* AIL 

The long and cruel imprisonment which several branches 
of this family have suffered, the persecution and murder of 
many of their adherents, both by My dor and Tippoo, and the 
state of degradation and misery in which it has been the 
policy of both ihose usurpers to retain the surviving descen¬ 
dants of their lawful Sovereign, would have entitled the re¬ 
presentative of the ancient family of Mysore to every degree 
of practicable consideration; but it is also evident, that every 
motive must concur to attach the heir of the Mysore dimity 
jf placed on the throne to our interests, through which alone 
he can hope to maintain him, olf against the family of Tippoo. 
Something, perhaps, may also he expected from his gratitude, 
although that quality is not often found among States in any 
part of the world, and seldom, if ever, among the native 
States of India. 

For some time I doubted whether this arrangement, how¬ 
ever desirable, cool(l be attained in opposition to the Maho¬ 
med an interest, which I imagined to be firmly established in 
Mysore, but, 1 am happy to be able to assure you that the 
jealous policy of Tippoo, added to the brilliant and rapid 
success of the war, has left no Mahomed an influence in My¬ 
sore from which any serious opposition is to be apprehended. 

1 cannot better explain the actual state of the Sultanas do¬ 
minions in this respect than by quoting a passage of a letter 
received this day from Lieutenant-Colonel Close, which cor¬ 
responds entirely with all the information which 1 have col¬ 
lected from other quarters. 
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That Tippoo loaded the departments of his Government 
with dronish Mussidmauns cannot be denied; but the charac¬ 
teristic of his domination was to retain M power within him¬ 
self, atid to allow of no hereditary claims or fixed offices that 
might hi any shape oppose the dictates of his .will* Indivi¬ 
duals holding the "principal offices of the State, doubtless, 
exercised authority, and from such cause possessed some in¬ 
fluence; but of these, how many remain? Buchaun Ooddeen 
was killed at'Sattimungalum. The Binky Nabob fell at Se¬ 
da seer, Syed Sabeb, Mahomed S&duck, and Syed Ghofar, 
at the storm of Seringapatam, Furneah is forth coining, and 
rests upon our .'will, Cumiitttr ud-Dien rests upon our gene¬ 
rosity, and is perfectly at our devotion; where then is the 
Mahomedan influence to embarrass us, or give a turn to our 
politics? Tipp 00*3 infantry are discharged; his Sillahdarhorse 
are dissolved; his Killahdars pay uaobcdience; his Aspphs, 
if so disposed, have not means to resist us. The stable 
horse remain, and look to our pleasure for subsistence; at 
best, they are but so many loose individuals, connected by no 
head, and kept apart by separate interests* They are ours 
for actual service at a nod,” The Rajah of Mysore will, 
therefore, be easily restored to the throne, and maintained on 
it under the protection of the Company, the Nizam, and I 
trust also of the Mahrattas, who certainly all have a concur¬ 
rent and common interest in the exclusion of Tippoo’s family, 
especially since the discovery that Tippoo’s alliance with 
Franc# was directed not only against the existence of the 
British power in India, but also against the Mahrattas and 
the Nizam, at least to the extent of recovering the districts 
ceded to those powers under the treaty of Seringapatam, It 
is my Intention to draw the connection between the Company 
and the liajah ns close as possible by a subsidiary treaty, 
under which 1 mean to retain the general power of garrison¬ 
ing all hi j fortresses, such as Bed note, Chittledroog, anil 

I will so clearly define our powers of interference in his 
internal government as to preclude (if any precaution can 
preclude) the embarrassments which have occasioned so much 
distress in the Carnatic, Oudc, and Tanjore* 

Seringapatam I shall retain in full sovereignty for the Com¬ 
pany, as being a tower of strength, from which we may at 
any time shako Hind os tan to its centre, if any combination 
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M ever he farmed against our interests. I shall not at 
present enlarge upon the advantages winch are likely to be 
derived to the British interests from this settlement, they are 
too obvious to require any detailed explanation. The Nizam 
will acquire such an accession of strength, as, with the aid of 
our subsidiary force, will enable him to maintain himself 
against the Mahrattas, while he will not only have acquired 
no strength which can render him formidable to us, but, by 
our positions at ChiUeldroog, Seriiigapatain, and along the 
heads of the passes, together with the establishment of about 
seven thousand of our troops fo the heart of his dominions* 
he will depend almost absolutely on our power. If this 
power be used with moderation, i think it must be perma¬ 
nent; we must abstain religiously from all interference with 
the Nizanfs internal government. 

The Malirattas will receive an accession of territory, the 
value of which is considerable to them, but cannot render 
them in any degree dangerous to us or to the Nizam, while 
we retain the power of garrisoning the forts of Bednore and 
C hitteldroog, As the Mahrattas have no claim of right to 
any share in this partition, I shall endeavour to connect the 
cessions made to them with some arrangements which shah 1 
tend to give additional strength to our interests. 

The French influence in India, thanks be to God! is now 
nearly extirpated, some adventurers, however, still remain in 
the service ot the Mahrattas; and I shall endeavour to ren¬ 
der the cession pi territory to the Mahmttas the instrument 
of annihilating every remnant of a French party in that quar¬ 
ter, I must repeat to you my most earnest and anxious en¬ 
treaty, that you will never agree to the restoration of any 
part of the territories of France or of Holland (while con¬ 
nected with France) on the Continent of India* The papers 
found in Tippoo Sultaurfs palace at Seringapafcam will suffi¬ 
ciently prove the danger of allowing France to retain even 
the isles of Mauritius and Bourbon, and if the war should 
continue, I trust you will strike a blow against those prolific 
sources of intrigue in peace, and of piracy and buccaneering 
in war* 

I transmit to you by this despatch a set of the French 
papers found in the palace at Seringapatam; it might appear 
vanity in me to make any comment upon them, further than 
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to request that you will compare them with the ’whole course 
of my communications with the Court of Directors, the Se¬ 
cret Committee and yourself previous to the wan l confess 
that, in reading these papers, I could not avoid trembling to 
reflect on the dangers which we have escaped, and which I 
trust are now effectually averted. If Tippoo had obtained 
the aid of two or three thousand French, there is not a doubt 
that he would hate rushed into the Carnatic; and I refer you 
to all the couinrnuidatioiis from this quarter during the last 
summer for an estimate of the consequences of such an In¬ 
cursion; all the officers with whom I have conversed, who 
served in this campaign- have assured me that, with one. 
thousand French, Seringapatam would have been nearly im¬ 
pregnable, not only from the strength of its own fortifications, 
hut from the difficulty of approaching it through that strong 
harrier which lies at the entrance of the table land from the 
Carnatic in the neighbourhood of Kankurchelly, Anicul, 
Through the whole of that line of forest dawn to Sultaun 
Fett, a very small body of good French troops might have 
cheeked the progress of our whole army. 

You will observe, in the return of ordnance and stores 
taken at Seringapatam,* the magnitude of the Sultabrfs mili¬ 
tary preparations ami resources. I have not yet received 
authentic accounts of the state of his military establishments 
compared with that of last war, but I expect accurate infor¬ 
mation on that subject from the records found at Seringapa¬ 
tam* I understand that the Sultaun’s horse appeared in 
larger bodies, and manifested more discipline, as well as bold- 
nessj in this war than in the last ; that his infantry appeared 
to be less numerous, but to be greatly improved in efficiency 
for service, and that it both attacked and resisted our Euro¬ 
pean troops on several occasions with great vigour, firmness, 
and resolution. Under these circumstances, I confess that it 
was a matter of exultation and triumph to me to sec the 
standard of Tippoo S ultimo flying under the colours of Fort 
St. George on the 4tli of June* 

A little more eagerness than I could have wished has ap¬ 
peared in the army on the subject of the property captured 
in Seringapatam; the question would have been very awk~ 



* See Yol. fi Appendix, p, 7^7* 
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~ 'ward, if the amount of the property had approached the first 
statements which had been made by common rumour, and 
which extended to the enormous amount of eight or ten 
crores" of rupees. The army conceive that, as the place 
was taken by storm, tiiey arc, of right, entitled to what 
was found in it; this is certainly an erroneous opinion, and if 
the principle had been established, and so large a sum as that 
which I have stated had been seized by the army and distri¬ 
buted, it is impossible to calculate the mischievous effects 
which would have resulted to our military power in India; 
no regular return has yet been made to me of the amount of 
the property taken; but I have every reason to believe that 
it does not exceed in value thirty lacs of pagodas, a suffi¬ 
ciently large sum. The official return has been withholden 
from an idea, that the right is absolute in the captors, and 
that they are not bound to render any account under the 
peculiar circumstances of the assault. 1 shall endeavour to 
persuade General Harris to make an official return of the 
property, with a view of saving the rights of Government 
and of correcting the erroneous opinions of the army; but I 
shall not hesitate to direct an immediate distribution of the 
treasure and jewels, as I am persuaded that, in so doing, f 
shall act conformably to your wishes and to those of the 
Crown, and the Court ot Directors. The array would pro¬ 
bably become a little impatient were i to propose to them to 
postpone all distribution until the orders of the Directors and 
the King could be received. The question is rendered still 
more delicate by some orders of Lord Cornwallis, admitting 
the exclusive right of the army to all property captured in 
places taken by assault. The amount of the ordnance and 
military stores being very considerable, 1 shall endeavour to 
preserve them entire, until I can receive the orders of the 
Court of Directors and of his Majesty, .1 entreat you imme¬ 
diately, upon receiving this letter, to procure ftom the king 
and the Court of Directors, full powers for me to dispose of 
the ordnance and military stores, either by granting them to 
the captors or otherwise, as I shall judge most expedient for 
the public service. 



* A wore Is new equal to if1,000,000 sterjin^j it was then about 
£1,200,000, owing to tlie dilicrence of value la tlie rupee. 
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You will accompany these powers by a private letter from 
yourself, stating your wishes on the subject; and I beg that 
you will despatch these papers by express overland, My 
own opinion is decidedly that* unless the value of the ord¬ 
nance and .stores should amount to an enormous sum, this 
also should be given to the army, 1 take tins opportunity of 
requesting that you will take particular care not to permit 
any allowance which I have found it necessary to nrnkc tu any 
of the officers of thus ami# to be curtailed ; a great effort was 
to be made, and it was essential to send the men uf the first 
talents in the army into the field full of zeal and cordiality. 
For this purpose I made a handsome allowance to Lieut 
Colonel Close, the Adjutant-General (a most able and excel¬ 
lent officer), and to others of General Harms staff; to their 
efforts out success is to be attributed ; if you reduce their 
appointments, it will be impassible to carry on government 
here m great emergencies. 

The extension of our territory and revenue in the Penin¬ 
sula as well as tike command which we have now acquired 
over the central part of Mysore, will render a revision of the 
limits of the Governments of Fort St* George and Bombay 
absolutely necessary* 

You ought to endeavour to negotiate with Portugal the 
cession of Goa, for which you might give Malacca in ex¬ 
change* This is an important point* The French look to 
Goa, and will labour to obtain it, either by force or intrigue. 
Our artillery throughout India is very deficient; we should 
feel this severely in the event of a French invasion. Has it 
ever occurred to you that it would be a good plan to incor¬ 
porate all the Company’s European regiments into the artil¬ 
lery in India? 1 cannot too strongly press the necessity of 
attention to the artillery in India; if you do not send out 
ample supplies of proper men and officers for this useful 
corps, it will soon fall to ruin; it is already on the decay. 
Indeed the whole army is alarmingly deficient in European 
officers; a larger annual supply of cadets, and a reduction 
in the annual export of writers would tend to secure the com¬ 
mercial interests of the Company in India I believe these 
doctrines are not popular in London; hut if the efficiency of 
the army in India be once allowed to decline, the territory, 
revenue and trade will not long survive: we must either be a 
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ominant military power, or we must be content to suffer 
the fate of those whose tninds are unequal to the magnitude 
of their fortunes, and who are afraid of their own strength. 


Believe me, my dear Sir, ever yours. 


Most faithfully and affectionately, 


Morni NOTON. 


No. XVI. 

'The Earl of Morning ton to the * .'?;** ; turners for the Affairs of Mysore. 

Gentlemen, Fort St. George, 8tli June, 1799. 

On the 5th instant I forwarded to Ineutenant-Coloncd 
Kirkpatrick, and directed him to lay before you the draft of 
a Treaty* between the Company and his Highness the Nizam, 
together with four Schedules, containing a description of the 
respective portions of the territory of the late Tiyipoo Sul- 
taim to be allotted to the Company, the Nizam, the Rajah of 
Mysore, and eventually to the Peisliwa; this Treaty, or one 
similar to it, must form the basis of the new settlement of 
Mysore, on which will be founded the more detailed arrange¬ 
ments to be adjusted with the Rajah, as well as the conditions 
to be required from the Peishwa; each of these two latter 
objects will require a separate engagement; that which re¬ 
lates to the Peishwa is not immediately within the province 
of your commission, but I now transmit a draft of the Treaty 
to be concluded between the Company and the Rajah of 
Mysore.f 

* See page &j. 

f The "Subsidiary Treaty of Seringaputarn’' h as follows,—it is given 
here instead of in the Appendix, in order to render the despatch more 
intelligible. 

A Treaty of perpetual Friendship am! Alliance, concluded on the one part 
hj his Excellency Lieutenant-Genera? George Harris, Commander-in* 
Chief of the Forces of his Britannic Majesty, and of the English East 
India Company Bahmdur In the Carnatic and on the Coast of Ma* 
Mar, the Honourable Colonel Arthvr Wellesley, the Honour able Henry 
Wdledey? Lieutenant-(Alone? William Kirkpatrick, and lAeaten&nBCe- 
loud Barry Close, on he half and in the mme of the Right Honourable 
Richard Earlvf Momngtvn t K, P* Governor- General for alt affairs , Chit 
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To avoid confusion r I shall for the future style the definitive 
treaty between the Nizam and the Company the - f Treaty of 


and MtfUkrify of the British Nation in lndm t bij virtue of full powers 

vested hi them for this purpose hp the mH Richard JEW of Momint> lon> 

Governor- Gen$$\ md on the other part btj Malm Baja Mysore Kktna 

Rfifth (hdiaver Bahaudur^ Rajah of Mysore. 

Whereas it h stipulated in the Treaty concluded on the 22»d Jfiiiii; 179$* 
between the Honourable English Fe^t India Comply Bnhaudnr, and the 
Nabob Nizain ud Dowlah Asop Jali Bahaudur, for strengthen in# the al¬ 
liance and friendship subsisting between the said English East India Corn 
pany Baluiudur, his Highness Nizam ud Dowlah A soph Jah Batodfiw* 
and the Peishwa Row Pandit Furdhaun Bakaudur; and for effecting a set¬ 
tlement of the territories of the late Tippoo Sultaun, that a separate go¬ 
vernment shall be established in Mysore, and that his Highness Maha 
Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiuver Rahaudur shall possess certain terri¬ 
tories specified in Schedule C, annexed to the said Treaty, and that for rhe 
effectual establishment of the government; of Mysore, his Highness shall 
be assisted with a suitable subsidiary force, to be furnished by the English 
East India Company Babuudur. 

Wherefore, in order to carry the said stipulations into effect, and to in¬ 
crease and strengthen the Friendship subsisting between the■ sand English 
East India Company and the said Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah 
Oodiaver Bahandur, this treaty h concluded by Lieutenant-General George 
Harris, Com rmuideivln-Chief of the forces of His, BritannicMajesty, ami of 
the said English East India Company Rahaudur in the Carnatic, and on the 
Coast of Malabar ; the Honourable CMpnel Arthur Wellesley, the Ilonour- 
abie Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel W* Kirkpatrick, and Li eaten ant- 
Colonel Burry Close, on the part, and in the name, of the Right Honour¬ 
able Richard Earl of Morning ton. Govern or-Gen era! aforesaid ; and by 
Hjs Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Ood Inver BahamJur, 
which shall be binding upon the contracting parties as long ns the sun and 
moon shall endure* 

Arikh 1st.- —The friends and enemies of cither of the cop trading parties 
shall be considered as the friends and enemies of both. 

Article 2nd .—The Honourable the East India Company Rahaudur agrees 
to maintain, and his Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver 
Bahaudur agrees to receive, a military force for the defence and security of 
his Highness dominions* , In consideration of which protection his High¬ 
ness eu gages to pay the an mud sum of seven lacs of star pagodas to the 
said East India Company, The said sum to be paid in twelve e<pial monthly 
instalments; his Highness further agrees, that the disposal of the said sum, 
together with the arrangement and employment of the troops to be main¬ 
tained by R* shall, be left entirely to the Company. 

Arikh 3?v/.-Mf it shall be necessary for the protection and defence of 
the territories of the contracting parties, or of either of them, that hos¬ 
tilities shall be undertaken, or preparations made for commencing'hostili¬ 
ties against any state or power, bis said Highness Maha Rajah Mysore 
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Mysore; 1 * and that between the Company and the Rajah the 
<£ Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatanh” 

Kistua Rajah Oodiaver Bjfcbauriur agrees to contribute towards the dis¬ 
charge of the increased expense Incurred by the augmentation of the mili¬ 
tary Force, and the unavoidable charges of war, such a mm ns shall ap¬ 
pear to the Governor-General in Council of F<rt William* on an attentive 
consideration of the means of his said Highness* to bear a just and reason¬ 
able proportion to the actual net revenues of his said Highness. 

Article 4ih.-~ And whereas it is indispensably necessary that effectual and 
lasting Security should be provided against iwy failure in the funds destined 
to defray either the expense of maintaining the permanent military force 
in time of peace, or the extraordinary expense described in the 3rd article 
of the present treaty ; it is hereby stipulated and agreed between the con¬ 
tracting parties, that whenever the Governor-General in Council of Fort 
William in Bengal shall have reason to apprehend such failure in the funds 
so destined* the said Governor-General in Council shall be at liberty 5 and 
shall have full power and right either to introduce such regulations and or¬ 
dinances as he shall deem expedien t for the internal management and col¬ 
led ion of the revenues* or for the better ordering of any other branch and 
department of the government of Mysore; or to assume and bring under 
the direct management of the servants of the said Company Raiutudur, 
such part or parts of the territorial possessions of his Highness Malm Rajah 
Mysore Kiatiia Rajah Oodiaver Bahamlur as shall appear to him, the said 
Govern or-General in Council* necessary to render the said funds efficient 
and available either in time of peace or war. 

A Aide btL —And it is hereby further agreed, that whenever the said 
Governor-General in Council shall signify to the said Maha Rajah Mysore 
Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur that it is become necessary to carry into 
effect the provisions of the 4th Article* his said Highness Maha Raja My¬ 
sore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur shall immediately issue orders to his 
Aurn'th, or fUhcr officers* either for carrying into effect the said regulations 
according to the tenor of the 4th Article, or for placing the territories re¬ 
quired under the exclusive authority andcontroul of the English Company 
Babaudur; and Incase his Highness shall not issue such orders within ten 
days from the time when the application shall have been formally made to 
him, then the said Governor-General in Council shall h at liberty to issue 
orders by hi* own authority, either for carrying into effect the said regu¬ 
lations and ordinances* or for assuming the management and collection of 
the revenues of the said territories, as he shall judge most expedient for 
the purpose of securing the effi iency of the said military funds, and of 
providing for the effectual protection of the country, and welfare ot the 
people ; provided always, that whenever and so long w any part or parts 
of his said Highness-s territories shall be placed, and shall remain under the 
exclusive authority and controid of the said Last India Company* the 
Governor-General in Council shall render his Highness a true mu! faithful 
account of the revenues and produce of the territories so assumed; pro¬ 
vided also that in no case whatever shall his HighneVs actual receipt or 
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the first to the ninth article of the draft of the 
of Mysore no explanation or particular instruction seen 


mutual income arising out of hb territorial revenues, - be 1 m than the mtn 
of one lac of star pagodas; together with oh'e~Jifih of the net revenues of 
the whole of the territories ceded to Mm by the 5th Article of the treaty 
of Mysore, which sum of one lac of star pagodas, together with the amoun t 
of ime-tifth of the said net revenues, the India Company engages ut 
all times, and in every possible ease, to secure and cause to be paid for lib 
Highness's use* 

Jrtbtetiih.— If is Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Oorliaver 
Bnhaudur engages, that he willbe guided hy a sincere and cordial attention 
to the relations of peace and amity now established between the English 
Company Bahaudur and their allies; and that he will carefully abstain 
from any interference in the affairs of any state in affiance with the said 
English Company Bahabdur, or of any state whatever; and lor securing 
the object of this stipulation it is further stipulated and agreed, that 
no communication or correspondence with any foreign state whatever shall 
be hohlen by’bis said Highness without the previous knowledge and sanc¬ 
tion of the said English Company Baliaudur* 

Article Jth .—His Highness stipulates and agrees, that he will not admit 
any European foreigners Into his service without the concurrence of the 
English Company Batmudorj and that he will apprehend and deliver up to 
the Company's Government: all Europeans of whatever descrip cion who ahttl 
he found within the territories of his said Highness, without regular pass¬ 
ports from the Company's Government, it being his l%huess*a determined 
reacihuinn not to suffer, even for a day, any European foreigners to remain 
within the territories now subjected to Ms authority, ffnless by consent of 
the said Company. 

Artkh —Whereas the complete protection of His Highness's said 
territories requires that various fortresses and strong places, situated 
within the territories of his Highness, should be garrisoned and com¬ 
manded, as well in time of peace as of war, hy British troops and officers; 
His Highness Malm Raja Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver Bakmdur engages 
that the said English Company Bahaudur shall at all times be at liberty to 
garrison, in whatever maimer they may judge proper dl such fortresses 
and strong places within his said Highness's territories as it shall appear 
to them advisable to lake charge of* 

Jrtiele 9th .—Ami whereas iu consequence of the system of defence 
which it may lie expedient to adopt for the security of the territorial pos¬ 
sessions of Iris Highness Main* Rajah Mysore Klstua Raj all Godiaver Ua- 
hamlur, it may be necessary that certain forts and strong places within his 
Highness’s territories shall be dismantled or destroyed, and that other forts 
and strong places should be strengthened and repaired; it is stipulated 
and agreed, that the English East India Company Bahaudur, should, be the 
sok judges of the necessity of any suchalteniliom in the said fortresses; 
and it is further agreed, that such expenses as may he incurred on this ac¬ 
count shall he borne and defrayed In equal proportions by the contracting 
parties. 


§L 

Treaty 
is to be 
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juircd- It appears to roe, that the ninth, tenth* and eleven 
articles contain the most eligible foundation of art arrangeme 


Article 10 .tk m —In case it shall become nectary for enforcing and main¬ 
taining the authority and government of hU Highness in the territories now 
subjected to his power that the regular troops of the English Eti*\ India 
Company Bahaudur should be employed, it is stipulate! and agreed, that 
upon formal application being made for the service of the said troops they 
shall be employed in such manner us to die said Company shall seem fit; 
but it is expressly understood by the contracting parties that this stipula¬ 
tion shall not subject the troops of the English East India Company Ba- 
haudur to be employed in the ordinary transaction a of revenue* 

Article \]th,—It being expedient for the restoration and permanent 
establishment of tranquillity in the territories now subjected to the autho¬ 
rity of his Highness Malm Rnja Mysore Kialna Tiajah Oodiaver Rnhaudur, 
that suitable provision should be made for certain officers of rank in the 
service of the lare Tippoo Sultaun, his said Highness agrees to enter into 
the immediate discussion of (this point, $iid to fix the amount of the funds 
(as soon as rite necessary information can he obtained) to be granted for 
this purpose in a separate article to he hereafter added to 11: i& treaty. 

Artklc \2th.— Lest the garrison of Seringaputam should ftt any time be 
subject to inconvenience from rim high price of provisions and other neces¬ 
saries, hie Highness Maha Rajah Mysore Kiatna Rajah Oodiaver Bahaudur 
agrees that such quantities of provisions and other necessaries as may be 
required for the use and consumption of the troops composing the said 
garrison, shall be allowed to enter the place from ail and every part of his 
dominions free of any duty, tax, or impediment whatever* 

Article I3M.~The contracting parties hereby agree to take into their 
early consideration the best means of establishing such a commercial inter¬ 
course between their respective dominions as shall lie mutually beneficial 
to the subjects of both governments, and to conclude a commercial treaty 
for this purpose with us little delay as possible* 

Article 14M.—Hts Highness MahaEajfrii Mysore Kistna Rajah Oodiaver 
Buhaudur hereby promises to pay at all times the utmost attention to such 
advice as the Company’s Government shall occasionally judge it necessary 
to offer to him, with u view to the economy of his finances, the better col¬ 
lection of his revenues, the administration of justice, the extension of com¬ 
merce, the encouragement of trade, agriculture, and industry, or any other 
objects connected with the advancement of bis HtglinesVs interests, the 
happiness of his people, and the mutual welt arc of both states. 

Article |fiM*^“Wherens it may hereafter appear that some of the dis¬ 
tricts declared by the treaty of Mysore to belong respectively to the Eng¬ 
lish Company Bahttudur, and to his Highness, arc inconveniently situated 
with a view to the proper connection of their respective lines of frontier, 
it is hereby stipulated between the contracting parties that in all such 
cases tin y will proceed to such on adjustment* by means of exchange or 
otherwise, ns shall he best suited to the occasion. 

Article \(Uh, —This treaty, consisting of sixteen articles, being this day, 
the Stli of July, A. 0. 1/99 (corresponding to the :ird of Suffer, sumo 
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securing a provision tor the larnily of Tip poo Sulttum.* 
L'iit: general principle on which that arrangement is founded is, 
that the Company and the Rajah of Mysore shall be charged 
exclusively with the expense of providing for the family of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and therefore should hold (over and above 
their proportion in the general partition) a territory equal in 
produce to the amount of this charge. 

I lie tenth and eleventh articles are absolutely necessary 
for the security of the Company against any contingent in¬ 
crease in the expense of maintaining Tippoo's family, as well 
as against any possible misconduct in any of its branches; 
the Jviziun may perhaps require (under the principle assumed 
to justify us in taking a larger share of territory than is as¬ 
signed. to him,) that in the event of any diminution of the 
expense of maintaining Tippoo’s family, the amount of the 
saving should be paid over to his Highness; hut this claim is 
satisfied by the tenth article, which exempts his Highness 
from any charge oil account of any contingent increase of 
expense on the same head. 

, Whatever may be the amount of the Jag] i ire granted to 


Hester.: 1214, and to the 7th of the month Assar of the 1221 st year of the 
Sulhnvmir sera), settled and concluded at the Fort of Number, near 
heringapatum, by his Excellency Lieutenant-General George Harris, Cotn- 
mnmier-iti-Chief of the forces of his Britannic Majesty, unri of the Honour¬ 
able Company in the Carnatic, and on the Coast of Mulahar, the Honour¬ 
able Colonel Arthur Wellesley, the Honourable Henry Wellesley, Liegt - 
Colonel William Kirkpatrick, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close, with 
I lie Mtb Rajah Mysore Kistna Rajah Gfxliover Biihandur, the aforesaid 
gentlemen have delivered to the said Malm Rajah one copy of the same in 
English and Persian, sealed and signed by them; and his Highness the 
.Malm Rajah has delivered to the gentlemen aforesaid another copy, also in 
Persian and English, bearing his seal, and signed by Luchuma, widow of 
the late Ristua Rajah, and sealed and signed by Punieidi, Be wan of the 
ilalu Rajah Ivistna Rajah Oodlaver; and the aforesaid gentlemen have 
engaged to procure and deliver to the said Malta Rajah, without delay, a 
ix-py ot the same, under the seal and signature of the flight Honourable 
the Governor-General, on the receipt of which by the said Maha Rajah, 
the present treaty shall be deemed complete ami binding on the Honour- 
aliki the English East India Company Bahaudur, and on the Maha R a j H h 
Mysore Kistua Rajah Oodiavcr Babaudur respective!v, and the cony of it 
now delivered to the said Maha Rajah he returned. 

Ratified at Fort St. George, by the Right Honourable the Governor- 
, Tt Ue “.' iral in Council, on the 13th day of July, A. I). 1792. 

. " / '‘ Us,i “ rt ^ les formed a part of the druftoi the treaty, but were omitted 
in tau treaty itself, and the substtume incorporated in the first article of 
that docnmem. 
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TStthmur ud Deen by the Nizam leader the twelfth article, 
should be considered in allotting the Nizam's share of terri¬ 
tory, hi the same manner as the charges of maintaining the 
family ofTippoo Sultaun are considered in fixing the Com¬ 
pany's share ; so that upon the whole, the territory holden in 
sovereignty by the Nizam (after deducting the amount for 
the provision of Cummur ud Deen, and the territory holder* 
by the Company, after deducting in the same manner the pro¬ 
vision made for the family of Tippoo), should he equal in 
value. The remaining articles of the treaty of Mysore do not 
appear to require any explanation or particular instruction. 
In the Treaty of Mysore no stipulation is inserted for pro¬ 
viding an establishment for the Sirdars ofTippoo Sultaun* 
and for the families of such as fell in battle during the cam¬ 
paign, This charge must fall on the Rajah of Mysore, and I 
am induced to think that it will not amount to more than one 
lac of pagodas, I leave it to your judgment to insert an article 
in the Treaty of Mysore, guaranteeing the provision of the 
Sirdars if you should think it necessary; but it appears to 
me that it would be more advisable to secure their mainte¬ 
nance in the subsidiary treaty between the Company and the 
Rajah, as this arrangement will place them more immediately 
under the power of the Company, 

The Draft of the Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatam* will 
not require any explanation from the hr at to the fourth 
article. In that article the sum of seven lacs of pagodas 
fixed for the subsidy, h as low as I can venture to rate it: 
during the Rajah s minority it cannot he felt, and as my pre¬ 
sent view of the revenues has induced me to refrain from 
burthening the Rajah with any charge for the expenses of 
the war, the amount of the subsidy cannot be considered to 
be unreasonable. The provisions of article 5fch are abso¬ 
lutely necessary for the purpose of precluding the embarrass¬ 
ments which have arisen in Oude, the Carnatic, and Tanjore; 
and I think it a more candid and liberal, as well as a more 
wise policy, to apprize the Rajah distinctly from the first hour 
of his accession of the nature of his situation, than to leave 
any channel open for future ambiguity and discussion. This 
is- a point which i hold to be so essential to the very ex- 


* See p. 14. 
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Utence of the new arrangement, that if k should appear ob¬ 
ject ioxuible (bp grounds of which I am not now aware), I see 
no alternative but that of dividing the whole territory between 
the allies* No further observation appears necessary on the 
drafts of the subsidiary treaty. If it should appear unobjec¬ 
tionable to you, I authorize you to proceed forthwith to the 
conclusion it in concert with the Commander-in Chief ; 1 
empower you to place the Rajah formally upon the Musnud, 
and to appoint in the Rajah* a name, Purneah to be his 
Dewan. The extreme youth of the representative of the My¬ 
sore family will render it necessary that his nearest male re¬ 
lation should sign the treaty in his name, and engage for his 
due performance of its several articles* The fortress of 
Mysore will be most eligible, and as I am informed, the: most 
acceptable, seat of the Rajah’s residence. In the event of 
your placing the Rajah upon the Musnud, I desire that you 
will, in my name, appoint Lieutenant-Colonel Close to the 
office of resident at Mysore. 

I request that you will state to me without reserve in your 
next despatch, whether my presence in Mysore appears to 
you to be necessary or desirable for the despatch of the 
pub lie service. My baggage is still upon the road, and I shall 
either finally recall it, or proceed directly to Ryakottali, ac¬ 
cording to the suggestions which I may receive from you. 

i have tlse honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
your obedient Servant, 

Morhington. 


No/XVIR 

General Order of lAeutenanUGeneral Harris. 

Camp, 9ih June, 1799- 

The Commandor-in-Chicf notifies in Orders that the Right 
Honourable the, Governor-General with a view of affording to 
the army the immediate means of lodging their property in 
security, has been pleased to authorise his directing the pay¬ 
masters in camp, and iu Seringapatam, to receive from indi¬ 
viduals such sums of money as they may be desirous of in¬ 
vesting in the Honourable Company’s funds. For such sums 
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respectively (of 100 pagodas, or a larger amount), the pay¬ 
masters will grant receipts to the proprietor, entitling him 
to a bond of the Government of Fort St. George, bearing an 
interest of eight per cent, per annum from the clay of pay¬ 
ment in camp or Seringapatam, and payable in one or two 
yiefers, at the option of Government. The Commander-in- 
Ghief, who intends to profit by ibis indulgence himself, re¬ 
commends to the array in general the adoption of this mode 
of obtaining immediate security for their property, and plac¬ 
ing it to ad vantage, which, while it obviates all risk attendant 
on other means of remittance, offers to this army a pleasing 
occasion to mark that their confidence in the public credit 
ot the state is equal to the zeal and gallantry they have ever 
shewn in asserting the claims, and defending the rights, of 
their country. 


No. xvm, 

The Earfyf Morninglon tv (Mmicl Pttlmer, faxiifent atPovnah 

diR, Fort St. George, 12th June, 179$, 

I conclude that under my letter of the £Srd of May,* you 
will have mad*:? any communication which circumstances nmy 
bake rendered advisable to the Peishwa of my intention to 
cede a considerable part of the territory of the late Tippoo 
Suit aim to tlie Mali rattan under certain conditions, the jus¬ 
tice and moderation of which cannot be disputed, I now di¬ 
rect you to take the first opportunity of assuring the Peishwa 
of my sincere disposition (notwithstanding all that has past), 
to cultivate his friendship and to promote his interests. You 
will proceed to inform him that it is my intention, under cer¬ 
tain conditions, to make a considerable cession of territory to 
him, provided his conduct shall not in the interval have been 
such as to have rendered all friendly intercourse with him 
incompatible with the honour of die British Government. 
You will bo careful in whatever communications you shall 
make on this subject to apprize the Peishwa that he has for¬ 
feited not only all claim to any portion of the conquered 


See p 12, 
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territory under the terms of the triple Alliance, hut also under 
those of the declaration which I authorised you to make in my 
instructions of the 3rd of April,* II wish, however, that the 
general tenor of your communications to the Peishwa should 
be of a conciliatory and amicable nature calculated to remove 
any impressions of jealousy or fear which he may conceive 
from the movements of General Harris's army to the north¬ 
ward of My sore. You may assure the Peishwa in the most 
unequivocal terms that this movement has no other object 
than to secure the tranquillity and good order of our recent 
conquests j and that nothing can be more remote from my 
intentions* or those of General Harris, acting under my orders, 
than to offer any degree of violence to the Mahratta territory, 
I wish you to transmit to me, without delay, the names and 
descriptions of all such districts lying within the territories of 
the late Tippoo Sultaun at the time of his death as had been 
conquered from the Mahrattas, or were liable to any claims 
from that people- I am also desirous to learn what districts 
of the late SultaitiVs dominions would be most acceptable to 
the Pekhwa. These points I imagine you might easily as¬ 
certain through the means of Nana. You will take an early 
opportunity of making the same friendly declarations on my 
part to Scmdiah as I have already directed you to make to 
the Peishwa. I am anxious to find some mode of engaging the 
interests of Scmdiab in the new settlement of Mysore, under 
the condition of dismissing all tlie French officers from his 
service, and (if possible), under that of his delivering them 
over to our Government for the purpose of their being sent 
to Europe, I desire that you will turn your attention to this 
subject* and furnish me with an early knowledge of your sen¬ 
timents upon my suggestion. 


I am, Sir, &c* 


Mornington. 
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No, XIX. 

fAeut .-General Harm, to the Earl of Mornings on. 

My Dear Lord, Camp near MUgottah, 15tii June, 1799. 

I am sorry to inform your Lordship that concurring reports 
from the north-westward describe ail the country in that 
direction as overrun by a formidable banditti Doeftdkh 
Waugh, a person whom Tippoo had confined, and who es¬ 
caped from Seringapatam in the confusion of the assault, has 
collected a considerable force of horse and foot from the fugi¬ 
tives of TippooV army, and other men of desperate fortunes* 
He has, it is asserted, taken and governed Simoga, threat¬ 
ened Bednore, and its vicinity* and having stopped all com¬ 
munication to that quarter, I am not without apprehension 
that he may obtain possession of Chittledroog* He has united 
with Kishapah Naig the Poligar of Bullum, and with a near 
relation of Meer Mahomed Saduck, who had authority over 
some of the forts and districts in that quarter, the force of 
these adventures may be formidable as their followers are 
numerous, and well aimed, and as the present crippled state 
of the army equipment render it perfectly impossible to move 
a sufficient force against them, 

1 am, with regard, 

My Lord, 

your very faithful and obedient Servant, 

Geo. Harris. 


No, XX. 

The Earl of Mornington. to Lieut ^ Cole ad IF. Scott, Resident ut Lucknow. 

(Private) 

Dear Sir, Fort St. George, June IHth, 1799. 

I received your letter of the 13th of May with great plea¬ 
sure, and I have since learnt that, by Mr. Ltimsdeifs resig¬ 
nation, as well as by the arrangements which Sir Alured 
Clarke has made for filling the post of Adjutant-General to 
the army in Bengal, you are likely to he soon at liberty to 
enter on your new duties. 
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You are already apprized that my principal object is to 
rffect a reform of the Nabob Vbier’s army; and it would he 
a happy circumstance if any steps towards that most desira¬ 
ble end could be made during the present season before the 
alarm of Zensaifo Shah’s return to the Frontier of Hindustan 
can be renewed. I have, therefore, thought it advisable to 
relax my in junction to you, not to take any step towards the 
accomplishment of the proposed military arrangements before 
you shall have received further instructions from me; I leave 
it to your discretion to act in this matter as you shall deem 
most expedient 

I entirely approve your suggestion of the advantages to be 
derived from availing ourselves of any instances of mutiny* 
treachery, or criminal neglect tri any branches of the Vizier’s 
army to reduce such divisions of the army as shall be con¬ 
victed of these crimes. 

The extreme unpopularity of the Nabob Vizier has been 
an object of serious regret to me: I understand that it arises 
principally from bis excessive parsimony and his ungracious 
conduct towards the principal personages of bis Court. It 
will be a matter of considerable delicacy to attempt to correct 
these defects; however, I request that you will direct your 
constant attention to them ; and if any favourable opportunity 
should occur, that you will apprize the Nabob, in an amicable 
manner, of the concern with which I have learnt, that he 
does not pursue a course likely to conciliate the affection of 
his subjects ; and you will signify to him, that the deep inte¬ 
rest which I take in the stability, ease, and honour of his 
Government, renders me particularly anxious to hear that his 
Excellency lias found means of removing the unfavourable 
impressions which have been conceived of his disposition. 

At the same time you will express to his Excellency, in the 
strongest terms, my cordial approbation of the regularity 
which has marked his payment of the military subsidy ever 
since my arrival in Bengal. It is scarcely necessary to point 
out to you the importance of taking every step to encourage 
and improve the Nabob’s disposition to the punctual dis¬ 
charge of his pecuniary engagements to the Company, form¬ 
ing, as they now do, the source of so considerable n branch 
of our revenue. 

You are already informed of my views in the event of tin 
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death of Almas Ali KJnui, they are entirely conformable to 
your own ideas upon that subject I request that you will 
apply to Ml*. Lmnsden fora copy of a private tetter which 
I addressed to him a short time previous to my departure 
from Calcutta.* It contains a general outline of my senti¬ 
ments with regard to the state of Ondc. 

I wish to call your particular attention to an evil w hich I 
consider to be of the first magnitude. 1 moon the number 
of real or pretended emissaries of Zeimum Shah who have 
spread themselves over the provinces of Glide and Benares 
for the last two or three years, exciting general alarm, and 
weakening the respect due to the British Government by 
inculcating exaggerated reports of the force of the Shah. 

The imperious tone which the Shah has adopted in his 
communication with the Nabob Vizier and with the British 
Government must be abated. Our tacit admission of his 
presumptuous claims of sovereignty upon our provinces and 
their dependencies ser ves only to inflame his pride and am bi¬ 
tten, and. to degrade us in the eyes of our own subjects. 
From the papers discovered in the palace at Seringapiitamjj 
after the conquest of that place, it appears evident that 
Tippoo Sultaim had formed a connection with Zemaun Shah. 
Under all these circumstances, I desire that yon will establish, 
in concert with Mr. Yanderheyden, a most vigilant control 
over any emissaries who may arrive from the Shah; and that 
you will, without hesitation* either send them beyond the 
frontier of Oude, or imprison them, as the case may require. 
1 wish you to Understand and to declare that I shall hereafter 
consider every person as a traitor who shall assert the royal 
authority of Z email n Shah over any part of the dominions, 
either of the Nabob Vizier, or of the Company. 

Your attention will necessarily be alive to the intrigues of 
Ambajee and of the French; with respect to the latter, my 
principle is very simple: wherever I find a Frenchman in 
India, within my power, I will send him back to Europe, and 
I desire that you will adopt this principle as the genera) rule 
of your conduct, from which you are never to depart, ex¬ 
cepting in cases of a very special nature, which you will 
always report to me for my determination. 


Sue Vdl. I. p. 38 f>. 
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SIR JOHN ANSTRUTHfctt, TO 

am naturally anxious to visit Oude, but as I see no pro¬ 
spect of being able to return to Bengal before the month of 
September, it will be impossible for me to move from Calcutta 
before the month of December; indeed, after so long an ab¬ 
sence from Calcutta, I should be desirous of remaining there 
until the commencement of the rains in the ensuing year, 
1SG0| unless you see any necessity for my visiting Oude at 
an earlier period. On this question I wish for your unre¬ 
served opinion, by which my motions shall be regulated. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours, most sincerely, 

Mornington* 


No, XXL 

Chief Justice Sir John Anstmiher to the? Ettrl of Mornington. 

My dear Lord, June 26th f 3 739, 

I had year very kind letter some days ago, and yesterday 
brought me Tippoo’s private correspondence with the French 
Government, you were so good as to send me. It affords 
convincing proofs of the good sense and judgment which 
dictated the commencement of the war, and of the danger 
which would have attended any delay, or any less exertion of 
vigour and activity than actually took place* 

I am much flattered with the favourable place you gave me 
in your esteem, and sincerely assure you that I feel nearly as 
much satisfaction upon private as upon public grounds at the 
wonderful success of the war, but knowing what T do i can¬ 
not help wondering at the slight grounds upon which the fate 
of empires depend. The slightest delay in your passage, the 
slightest accident to the ship, an accidental sickness at the 
Cape, nay, had you yielded to the desires of many of your 
friends, and come to India without the Government being in 
you the instant of your arrival, all your exertions would have 
been in vain, and our empire in India might have been totter-' 
ing at this day, instead of being fixed upon foundations I trust 
the most stable. 

I am extremely happy to bear your determination upon the 
question of Seringapatatn, which I have not disclosed to a 






soul. Its central position, its local strength, joined to the 
river* being in u great measure a frontier almost all the way 
across the peninsula, and the facility with which an army may 
move from it to any point of attack, point it out as a material 
station for our army, and indeed, a line drawn by Color Ban¬ 
galore to Periapatam, affords a shorter line of defence to the 
Carnatic than we had before, and ^eems to point out that 
and Mangalore as a desirable acquisition for m. Goofcy aud 
Gurrumcoomla naturally are the places from whence the 
Nizam will secure his hare of the conquest, and in the pre¬ 
sent circumstances an addition to his power is rather desirable 
than dangerous, adds to our strength, and not to our alarm* 
an additional effect of the wise measures of your Government* 
Were I in your place 1 should he morepuzaled with Bednore 
than any other part of the country. It is distant from us* 
The Mahrattas will claim it They deserve little, and in their 
present state, although not very formidable, yet might Be¬ 
come so; and it is a rich province* l dare say your deter¬ 
mination will be the best and the wisest. 

The correspondence you sent me I think, in some degree, 
proves what I have long suspected, that the principles upon 
which the treaty of Seringapatam wa& founded were but falla¬ 
cious, and more suited to defend the treaty in an English House 
of Commons than to assist its operations in tills country. To 
Tippoo the triple alliance appeared the effect of weakness 
rather than ability, and moderation was by him, and I suspect 
by our allies too, supposed the effect of out inability. Be¬ 
sides the remote good arising from the balance of power 
wisely held to any Indian mind cannot come in competition 
with any immediate advantage whatever. Our successes have 
been too rapid for any Indian to give us credit for our mode¬ 
ration, and their false and fickle conduct will* I am afraid, 
prevent us from practising it long, I have no doubt but had 
the Frenchman's advice in the last letter in the collection** 


* This was conveyed in a letter from M, Dub tic to Tippoo Sultan n, 

dated 16tU of December, J79S, urging Tippoo to make overtures to the 
Mahrattas for their cooperation against the English, and entreating 
Tippoo so to stimulate the Mnlir&ttas that they might take alarm and 
attack the East India Company's territories. See p. 134 of Mr. Edinon- 
stone’s translation of the discovered documents. 
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Men taken with vigour* that you woukl not have had the 
Mahrattas so quiet* and possibly their delay may be m some 
degree owing to its having been attempted to he carried into 
execution. Adieu I may every good attend you* and every 
success follow your measures. 


Yours, ever sincerely* 


J. Anstrutmjkk* 


No, XXIL 

Citptwi (after wards Sir Thomas) Munro to th& Earl of Afornhigttm. 

*My JLoaP, Senngupataiu* 29lk ifone* 

~T should hardly have ventured to trouble your Lord whip 
with a letter on the subject of rny appointment as a joint Se¬ 
cretary to the Commissioners for the affairs of Mysore had 
not their instructions* directing me to communicate with you 
on the civil administration of Canara* opened the way for rue 
to.make my acknowledgments to your Lordship for having 
twice pointed me out as a person that might be usefully em¬ 
ployed, As It is probable fchatt your Lordship may hear that 
I hesitated for some time in accepting this appointment to 
Canary I shall, without reserve* explain the motives by 
which I was guided on this occasion, I felt a reluctance to 
quit the coast, where i had served near twenty years. After 
having been the greatest part of the last nine years in tents, 
I dreaded that my constitution would not support the fatigue 
of leading the same kind of life for two or three years longer 
in investigating the revenues of a new country, I thought it 
possible that I might be ordered to take charge of a part of 
Coimbatore, and as I know perfectly, from my long residence 
in the neighbourhood of that province* that it yielded more 
than double the estimate of Tippoo Sultaun; I flattered my¬ 
self with the hope of gaining some credit by augmenting the 
public revenue. On the contrary* I saw that* by going to 
Canara* I should only disappoint the expectations which your 
Lordship might have formed $ for I never had any doubts of 
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of the report winch prevailed in 1792, that the 
Suit aim had overrated the whole of the Malabar coast in 
order to secure to himself a part of it for keeping up his 
French connection. This report seems to be confirmed by 
experience in Malabar, where, after a trial of seven years, 
the revenue k still lower than the schedule, I could scarcely 
hope to bring the country up to its estimated value in a short 
time ; to do in one year what had not in the adjoining pro¬ 
vince been done in seven; and I therefore foresaw a certain 
unavoidable loss of reputation. But I considered that it was 
my duty to go, and the more especially as i was conscious 
that though I should never be able to realize any sanguine 
Ideas that might be entertained on the subject of the revenue 
of Canara I should yet, from possessing the advantages of 
long experience, be enabled to render it as productive as it 
could have been in any other hands, 

I understand that two gentlemen have been proposed as 
my assistants, but I am not sure whether or not they have 
been actually confirmed. It is hardly necessary to mention 
to your Lordship that no person can be of the smallest uae 
hi this revenue who does not understand some one or other 
of the country languages ; besides this indispensable qualifi¬ 
cation, an assistant ought also to possess great perseverance 
and great temper with the natives* I am as yet ignorant how 
far the gentlemen in question are endowed with those requi¬ 
sites; but if I Ibid them deficient, I shall not tail to report to 
your Lordship, in full confidence that I shall he furnished 
with abler assistance, 

I shall trust to your Lordship's candour for excusing the 
freedom with which I have expressed myself in this first 
address. 



I have the honour to be, 
your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 


Th* Monro* 


•Amur* 
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The Etu'l of Motmngion to Captain </. A. Kirkpatrick, Resident at 
Hyderabad* 

gl Kj Fort St. George, 30th June. 1/90. 

I now proceed to furnish you with such observations as oc¬ 
cur to me to be necessary for your guidance in discussing the 
several articles of the treaty of Mysore with the Court of 
Hyderabad* if contrary to my hope any such discussion 
should arise. In the first place* l wish to state distinctly the 
fundamental principles on which I have framed the new set¬ 
tlement. I have always been disposed to pay not only every 
attention to the just pretensions of his Highness the Nizam* 
but even to exceed the limits of his strict rights in allotting 
the measure of his participation in the advantages of our (ate 
conquests* but 1 cannot admit the claim of bis Highness to 
an equal partition of all or any of those advantages to he 
founded on any principles of justice or reason. His High* 
ness cannot avail himself of the treaty of Paungtil to maintain 
this claim because the article of that treaty relating to an 
equal partition of conquests could not be construed to apply 
to the Me war. No other written or verbal engagement 
existing to support such a claim on the part of his Highness, 
I have endeavoured to estimate his rights under the alliance 
By an entirely different, and in my opinion, more equitable 
standard. My view has been to distribute the recent acqui¬ 
sitions of revenue between the two States in a due proportion 
to the efficient share, which each lias borne in the expense 
and hazard of the war, as well as to tWft security which each 
is likely to derive from the assistance of the other in main¬ 
taining their common interests, and in consolidating the basis 
of the peace. 

Although I have assumed this principle as the general 
foundation of the whole settlement, I am persuaded that a 
fair review of the details of the treaty of Mysore will con¬ 
vince any impartial mind that T have made concessions to the 
Nizam far exceeding the limits of the rule which 1 had tints 





CAPTAIN J. A. KIRKPATRICK. 


~ 

prescribed to myself as the just measure of his Highness's 
rights- It is unnecessary to enter more minutely into this 
part of the subject ; you will find no difficulty in applying 
these observations to the articles of the treaty* 

The preamble of the treaty requires no remark. 

The 1st and 2nd articles leave to the Nizam and to the 
Company shares of territory, as nearly as is practicable, of 
equal value, after deducting from each the charges for which 
they have reciprocally engaged to provide on account of the 
maintenance of the families of Hyder Ali Khan, and Tippoo 
Sultaun, and although on account of the Jaghiro of Mcer 
Curamur ud Deen, it may be observed, on the part of the 
Nizam, that, under the power reserved to the Company in 
the Oth article, the Company may derive a greater benefit 
from its share of territory than that which now appears upon 
the face of the treaty, because the Company having reserved 
the power in certain contingencies of diminishing the allow¬ 
ances of the deposed family is not to be accountable to the 
Nizam for any such contingent advantage. On the other 
hand, it is apparent that the Nizam will he entitled to similar 
advantages with regard to the Jaghire of Oamumr ud Deen, 
which his Highness, under his rights of sovereignty over 
Cummur ud I>een, will at any time possess the power of limit¬ 
ing or suspending, although no such power be expressly re¬ 
served in the treaty. His Highness also ts exempt from the 
charge of any contingent increase in the expense of main¬ 
taining the deposed family, a contingency by no means im¬ 
probable. 

Meer Alhim having objected to the operation of the 6th 
article, I offered, on the part of the Company, to render 
annually to the Nizam an account of the expense of main¬ 
taining the deposed-Airily, and to divide equally with his 
Highness any contingent saving within the stun stipulated by 
the treaty for their annual maintenance, provided his High¬ 
ness would consent to pay one-half of any eventual excess 
beyond the stipulated sum. Meer Allmn declined this equi¬ 
table proposal, and agreed to the articles in their present 
form* 

It appears that the Nizam is desirous of retaining a part 
of Tippoo SuHauffs family within Ins Highness’s territory. 
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the objections to such a plan must be obvious to every friend, 
not only of the British interests, but of the alliance between 
his Highness and the Company, the residence of the deposed 
family in the territory of the Company can never be an object 
of jealousy to the Nizam* Within his Highness's dominions 
it might become an object not only of jealousy to the Com¬ 
pany, but of serious danger to the stability of the new set¬ 
tlement of Mysore* In addition to this observation, I must 
also remark, that the separation of tile different members of 
the family of Hyder AH and Tippob Suit atm would be hea¬ 
vily felt by them as an unnecessary act of severity* It has 
been my duty to mitigate the rigour of this sudden change 
of their fortunes, and having been apprised that any separa¬ 
tion of the several branches of the families would greatly 
aggravate the unavoidable pressure of their actual condition, 
principles of humanity, as well as of policy, forbid me to 
adopt the plan suggested by Asdin-al-Omra. 

The whole of the deposed family will therefore be settled 
at Vellore, under the ca te of Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton, 
and no reasonable expense will he refused by me which can 
contribute to their comfort or accommodation on a munificent 
scale, suited to the rank in which they were born. 

Before I quit the 1st and &nd articles, I think it proper 
to repeat that a mistake has arisen in enumerating the dis¬ 
tricts of Coimbatore retained by the Company, the district of 
Kanjani having been omitted in the schedule A, 

The necessity of the third article is evident, as without 
that article Sermgapatam would never become an efficient 
military post in the hands of the allies, I am persuaded that 
the Nizam will soon feel and acknowledge the security which 
he U likely to derive 1 from the establishment of a large British 
force at Setingapatam. * 

The fourth article contains the basis of an arrangement 
founded on the strongest principles of justice, humanity, and 
policy* It does not appear to me necessary to state any thing 
farther on this, or the fifth article; you will naturally observe 
that, if the Nizam's claim to an equal partition of territory 
had been founded in right, and consequently admitted by me, 
this adjustment so honourable to the moderation, generosity, 
and wisdom of the British character, would nos have taken 
place. 
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rfiave already remarked tho operation of the 6th article 
on the interests of the Nizam, its necessity with a view to 
those of the Company is obvious. The policy of the 7th 
and 8th articles, I should trust, would not be disputed even by 
the illiberal, rapacious, and vindictive spirit of which I have 
perceived so many disgusting symptoms at Hyderabad, even 
since the fall of Seringapatann 

That the new settlement of Mysore should be rendered 
as acceptable m possible to all the powers contiguous to tlie 
respective boundaries of the allies, is a principle founded on 
the soundest maxims of prudence, as well as of generosity. 
The conditions which 1 have annexed to the provisional ces¬ 
sion of territory co the Mahrattas will, I trust, satisfy the 
Court of Hyderabad of my sincere disposition to promote the 
interests of the Nizam by every effort compatible with the 
laws of my country, and the rules of public faith and justice* 

You have already been apprized through my correspond¬ 
ence with Colonel Palmer, of the general outline of the 
conditions which I propose to require from the Peishwa, as 
well as of those which the Feishwa lias proposed to me, I 
trust 1 shall be able, hi the course of to-morrow, to for war l 
to Colonel Palmer the draft of a treaty founded on his late 
communications* The despatch prepared for Colonel Palmer 
will pass through your hands, and you will communicate its 
contents to the Nizam, conformably to the stipulations of the 
treaty of Hyderabad. I desire that you will furnish me and 
Colonel Palmer, by the speediest conveyance, with such 
observations as may occur to you relative to the adjustment 
of affairs between the Peishwa and the Nizam, 

The Ninth Article of the treaty of Mysore is intended to 
form the foundation of a connection of the most intimate 
nature between the Company and the Rajah of Mysore; you 
will inform me whether this arrangement is likely to excite 
any degree of jealousy in the mind of the Nizam, it is my 
deck)ml determination not to admit of any relation between 
the Rajah of Mysore and afiy other power otherwise than 
through the Company’s Government. I am persuaded that 
in this determination I have made the best practicable ar¬ 
rangement for the interests of the Rajah, the Nizam, and the 
Company. The Nizam will not be a party to the subsidiary 




treaty with the Rajah. I have not yet determined, however, 
whether a treaty of general guarantee between the three 
states to which the Peishwa hereafter may be invited to 
accede, would not be an advisable measure. 

With regard to the two separate articles of the treaty of 
Mysore, the nature of the first has already been explained 
in my observations on the 6th article of the treaty. Tpe 
find requires some further remarks; it was proposed by Meet 
Alhun as a inode of removing all jealousy from the mind oi 
the Nizam, and of reconciling the Court of Hyderabad to 
Meer A Hum's conduct in signing the treaty without having 
received powers from his Court. 

The article appears to me to be perfectly nugatory, unless 
it be supposed that the Court of Hyderabad possesses suffi¬ 
cient influence with that of Poonah to prevent the Peishwa’s 
consent to conditions which might otherwise prove acceptable 
to him, or unless it be intended insidiously to favour some 
unreasonable pretensions of the Nizam against the Peishwa. 
.1 shall, however, pursue through the whole of the negotiation 
the course which shall appear to my judgment to lead to the 
ends of reason and justice, and I will not suffer myself to be 
diverted from those ends by any intrigues at either court. 

It is difficult to express to you the degree of disgust which 
has been occasioned in my mind by some of the late official 
documents from Hyderabad. It is evident that Meer Ailum, 
notwithstanding his obligations to the British Government, 
and personally to myself, has employed every art to create 
discontent against both, by the tenor of ins unfounded com¬ 
plaints, addressed to Azim ul Omra, from Seringa patam. I 
am credibly informed that the cause of Meer Ailum’s conduct 
is no other than his disappointment at not having personally 
shared in the distribution of the spoils of Serirtgapatam; and 
1 understand that he has the imprudence to proceed so far 
as to hint his right to a share in the prize, equal to that 
allotted to Lieutenant-General Harris. The rejection of this 
unreasonable claim was immediately followed by the most 
marked symptoms of a discontent, which has never since been 
removed. This Is a proceeding unworthy of his character, 
inconsistent with his professions, and incompatible with his 
obligations to the British Government; from this moment he 
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will ever be, in my opinion, an object both of suspicion and 
contempt The conduct of the Nizam, and of Azim ul 
Omni, is of a similar character. Nor can I conceive any 
attempt more despicable in principle, or indiscreet in, policy, 
than that which they have made, to deprive our army and tfe 
Nizam’s of the just and customary rewards of their gallantry 
and honourable labours, 

I will transmit to you by an early opportunity copies of the 
orders of Lord Cornwallis, during the last war, respecting 
the right of the army to property found in places taken by 
assault* I will add copies of my late orders on the safe 
subject You will remark that Lord Cornwallis 1 opinion 
proceeds far beyond mine on this subject, although practi¬ 
cally our determination has been the same. The plain truth 
is, that the claims of the army under such circumstances have 
never been resisted in His Majesty’s service, nor do I think 
they could have been resisted at Ser ingap at am on any grounds 
of justice or policy, unless the amount of the captured pro¬ 
perty had been so enormous, as that its distribution must 
have affected the discipline of the army. The Nizam's force 
formed so small a proportion, either in point of number or 
efficiency, of the whole army, that it would have been the 
height of injustice to have admitted his Highness’ claim to an 
equal participation of the whole prize, an admission which 
would have deprived our army of its reasonable advantages, 
without serving that employed by his Highness. No other 
principle, therefore, could be adopted but that of allowing his 
troops to share rateably with ours ; excepting always his 
cavalry, the irregular construction of which rendered such an 
arrangement impracticable. For his cavalry, therefore, a 
compromise was made with Meer Ahum, Whether Meer 
A Hum defrauded his Highness’ infantry of their share of the 
prize money, and reserved it for his Highnes / private use, to 
the prejudice of those who had so well earned it in the field, 
is a question which I confess freely it never occurred to me 
to ask; nor will I degrade the character of the British 
Government by mixing in such a transaction, although the 
consequence of my refusal should be the total loss of Ids 
Highness 1 alliance* 


* See Appendix, 
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When Lieiitenaut-General Harris communicated to me 
Meer Alhmfs requisition to be admitted on the part of the 
Nizam, to make a valuation of the treasure, 1 immediately 
gipve my assent £q Meer All urn’s proposition with some ex¬ 
pressions of surprise, that the Commander-m-Chief should 
have thought any reference to me necessary. Subsequent 
information, however, hasconvinced me that the Commander- 
m-Chief not only acted witli propriety in declining Meer 
Atfumfr original proposal, but that he has also been com¬ 
pletely justified in suspending the execution of my orders ; 
for it now appears that the Court of Hyderabad, as well as 
the whole army, would have construed the concession into u 
formal recognition of the personal right of the Nizam to one- 
half of the captured property* 

I sh all ok ho this letter with some general reflections arising 
out of the recent conduct and language of the Nizam, Azim 
u 1 Omrah, and Mustakeem oo Dowlah. 

it is with infinite regret that I perceive throughout the 
whole tenor of the reports of their recent conversations a 
spirit extremely dangerous to the stability of our connection 
with the Court of-Hyderabad. The language ofMustakeen* 
oo Dowlali is particularly offensive, and as he is nearly con¬ 
nected with Meer Allmn, it is not difficult to trace the source 
of his insolence and boldness in the disappointed avarice of 
his patron and kinsman ; it appears, however, that the lan¬ 
guage which he used had been previously concerted with 
Azim ul Omra, a circumstance which renders it the more 
deserving of animadversion* I desire that you will take an 
early opportunity of bringing Mustakeem oo Dowlah to a 
distinct explanation of Ins statement of the powers which the 
Nizam had vested in me* That statement is, if passible, as 
false and absurd ns it is disrespectful to the supreme power 
of the British Government vested in my hands* His High- 
tmss the Nizam, since the fall of Seringa pataihj on two distinct 
occasions declared, in the most positive terms, that he would 
not in any degree interfere to restrain those plenary powers 
winch he had requested me to exercise with respect to all 
his interests in the conquest of Mysore I desire that you 
will take an early opportunity of reprimanding Mustakeem 
ou Dowlah, in the most public and pointed manner, for the 
disrespectful terms u) which he has spoken of the British 
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Government* anti that you will deprive him of Iris pension if 
you should deem it necessary to proceed to such an act of 
severity; at the same time, you will take an opportunity of 
signifying to the minister the extreme concern with which I 
have learnt that he has suffered any of his servants to utter 
with impunity expressions so unwarrantable* It may not he 
useless to embrace this occasion of awakening Arim ul 
Omrti to a just sense of the extensive advantages which 
have been acquired by the Nizam's Government, within the 
last year/by means of his connection with the British power. 
Within that short space of time the Nizam has been delivered 
from the violence and arrogance of an armed party in the 
centre of his dominions, which menaced the independence, if 
not the existence of his throne. His enemies have been 
deterred by the intervention of the British power from prose¬ 
cuting against his Highness 1 kingdom designs which he 
possessed no means of resisting, and which probably would 
have terminated in his destruction. His most formidable 
enemy has been utterly destroyed* with scarcely any expense 
to his Highness* treasury; and in place of that enemy has 
been substituted a power* connected with him by all the ties 
of interest and public faith* arid affording perfect security to 
his dominions in that quarter* formerly the most vulnerable 
He has acquired a large accession of territory and revenue, 
ns well as of reputation and glory, by the conduct of Iris 
troops under the direction of British officers during the war. 

Finally, from a weak, decaying* and despised state* he has 
recovered substantial strength, secured the means of culti¬ 
vating and extending his resources* with power and honour 
at home ami abroad, and resumed a respectable posture 
among the princes of India* These have been the conse¬ 
quences of his connection with the British power, acquired 


without effort or hazard on his part. 

It is for his Highness and Azim id Omra to determine 
whether these benefits arc nil counterbalanced by our adhe¬ 
rence to the invariable practice of our military service, and by 
our justice to the merits of that, army which has secured hi* 
tranquillity as well as ours. Perhaps it may occur as a pru¬ 
de nti i il con si derat ion, w hether his Hi gl \ n es s' di sap point n i c nt 
at not being permitted to lay hands on rewards, appropriated 
by the custom of the British Government to encourage the 
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zeal of those who risk their lives in the public cause* should 
be .so far indulged, as to hazard any inter motion of that 
friendship from which he has derived advantages so solid, 
substantial, and honourable. 

The treaty of Mysore appears to me to be highly favourable 
to his Highness 1 interests,* If, however, he should object to 
the basis and fundamental principles of it, lie will not excite 
an emotion of alarm or uneasiness in my mind; I am perfectly 
prepared to carry the new settlement into effect by the aid of 
British arms alone; and Ids Highness must be aware of the 
advantages which lie will open to the Court of Potmah, if he 
should compel me to resort to such extreme measures* But 
'if his Highness should object merely to partial details, or 
particular stipulations of the treaty, I trust he will not hesitate 
to ratify it, relying on me to remove all such objectionable 
parts, unless they should appear upon examination either to 
he necessarily connected with the whole arrangement, or 
counterbalanced by advantages, which had escaped his ugh- 
uess's observation* 

I am, &e. 

Mokningtqn, 


No. XXIV. 

1'he Earl of M&rning'ion to Colonel Palmer t Resident at P*x>tia?L 

SlR t Fort St. George, 4tli July, 17^- 

I have already stated to you the grounds of my decided 
opinion, that the Peishwa has forfeited all right to claim any 
share in the advantages of the late war with Tippoo Stdtaun. 
In this place therefore, I shall only observe, that the plea of 
inability to fulfil its engagements stated by the Durbar of 
Poonah, in the 5th article of the Peishwas proposition, is a 
direct admission that the Mahratta State is not entitled to 
any share of the partition of Mysore, for whatever might be 
their inclination, nothing less than an effective co-operation 
in the field could have been deemed to amount to such a per¬ 
formance of their engagements, as could constitute the foun¬ 
dation of a right to participate in the division of our recent 


* See p. 26. 
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j but even their inclination has been at least equi¬ 
vocal , and by their continued intercourse with the enemy, 
they have precluded themselves from the benefit of your decla¬ 
ration made in my name, under the express condition of their 
renouncing alUuch intercourse during the war—their conduct 
in the former war cannot serve as a plea to justify a totally 
different behaviour in the present; it might as well be con¬ 
tended that the Nizam should be now punished for his want 
of zeal in the former war, as that the Mahrattas should! be 
now rewarded for their alacrity at that period. 

You must, therefore, understand and explain distinctly to 
the Peishwa, that I cannot consent to negotiate with him under 
any admission of his right to an equal, or any, share of the 
dominions of the late Tippoo Sultaun. Whatever cessions 
may he made to the Peishwa from those territories, must be 
deemed gratuitous on the part of the Company, and of the 
Nizam, excepting in as far as tliey shall be compensated by 
correspondent concessions on the part of the Peishwa. 

It may be necessary to observe, that it is my intention to 
exclude both the Nizam and the Mahrattas, especially the 
latter, from any interference in the affairs of the Rajah of My¬ 
sore, who is to be considered as a dependant of the Company. 
You will judge whether any specific engagement, on this sub¬ 
ject, will be necessary to restrain the Court of Poonah from 
intriguing in Mysore. 

The whole system of my policy, is a sufficient earnest of my 
anxiety to expel the French from the service of Scindiah but 
it might be dangerous to proceed to any steps which tend to 
fix Scindiah in the interests of France. I desire you will keep 
this object constantly in view, nothing would be more satis¬ 
factory to me, than to find means of conciliating Scindiah & 
interests in the present pacification ; perhaps it might he 
possible to arrange this most desirable object, by some equi¬ 
table adjustment of his pecuniary claims on the Nizam and 
on the Peishwa j on this subject you will concert your mea¬ 
sures with the Resident at Hyderabad. 

I am, &c* &c. 

Mornington. 
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From Sir Sidney Smith* in His EdtwUeney the Right lion, the Onwrmr 
General of the British Pmemom t>* India. 


Mv r *ff Cyprus, 9th July, 1799* 

UY ixiED, [Receded at Fort William 15th Oct, 1799 ] 

I feel I cannot <!o better towards meeting the natural impa¬ 
tience, and relieving the anxiety of our friends and coadjutors 
in India, than to transmit copies of my late despatches to Rear 
Admiral Lord Nelson, containing the detail of the Beige of Acre, 
which Bonaparte was forced to raise precipitately, after sixty- 
three days labour, and eleven fruitless attempts to carry the 
place by assault* He returned towards Cairo with the remnant 
of hh exhausted army, which was originally twelve thousand 
men on the Syrian expedition, and is reduced at least one 
third* Egypt will afford Mm a reinforcement of about twelve 
thousand men, left there under General Kleber, so that his 
utmost force is now twenty thousand men, but by no means so 
formidable as they were before they met with a check, and 
felt tfieh situation as it really is, cut off from all resource, and 
in a country by no means congenial to their habits, or furnish¬ 
ing the means of supplying their wants, still, however it is my 
duty to state that we have experienced desperation to be 
a strong principle of action both in Bonaparte and a portion 
ofhis followers, consequently ns they find themselves hard 
pressed on this side by the Ottoman armies, they may push 
across the Isthmus, and carry terror among those who don't 
know them; it is necessary, therefore, that his Majesty's and 
the Right Honourable Company's servants in India, should 
continue to be on their guard, notwithstanding the recent 
defeat of that portion of the French anny which entered 
Syria, ami if the British forces should have it in their power 
to attack the first of the enemy's troops, which make their 
appearance to the southward of the Isthmus, the success of 
his Majesty's amis, which (after what I have witnessed) 1 look 
on as certain, cannot fail to have the same good effect on the 
opinion of the natives, that our early successes had in this 
country, in which case the most formidable part of the evil is 
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S46«b away, and the rest must be subject to the ordinary course 
of events in witr, where a succession of fresh troops have to 
deal with a fatigued, diminished and dispirited enemy. If this 
is the case with them in Egypt, I am happy likewise, from 
recent official information to be able to say, it is equally so in 
every other quarter where the French arms have hitherto 
carried all before them. The Russian and Austrian combined 
armies under the command of General Suvarof, have beaten 
them out of Italy. The Austrians on the Rhine have been 
equally successful, the enemy having been driven back across 
the river. In Switzerland, the Austrians have everywhere 
been received as liberators, and the French expelled* We 
have m direct news from the interior of France, but these 
events according to the spirit which I know to prevail, both 
in Paris and the provinces hid fair to overturn the monstrous 
system, which has nearly reduced all the surrounding nations 
to the same pitiable state which France is in herself, and con¬ 
sequently to restore tranquillity to Europe. 

Sir Charles Whitworth writes me word, that he has ex¬ 
changed the ratification of a subsidiary treaty with Russia, 
by which she engages to furnish us 45,000 men, which will 
no doubt, enable Government to support your Lordship in the 
laudable exertions you arc making to secure our Empire in 
India. You may be apprehensive on hearing, that the French 
fleet sailed from Brest, in the latter end of April, and had not 
been heard of when the last letters left London; they have 
however, made their appearance on the coast of Italy, having 
entered the Mediterranean on the 5th of May; they are fol¬ 
lowed by our superior fleet. 


1 have the honour to be, my Lord, 

With perfect respect and regard, 

W. Sib^EY Smith* 
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From the Earl qf Mormngtmi to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fori ^ George, 3d Pgfft 17$®* 

My last separate letter to your Honourable Court, was 
dated on the 6th of June,* at which period I informed you, 
that I was occupied in framing a general settlement of the 
conquered territories of the late Tippoo Sultaum hi this 
despatch, I shall submit to your Honourable Court, a sum¬ 
mary abstract of the principles by which my conduct has been 
governed in framing this settlement, and of the means which 
I have employed for carrying it into effect 

From the justice and success of the late war with Tippoo 
Suhaun, the Company and the Nizam derived ah undoubted 
right to the disposal of the dominions conquered by their 
united arms* This right of conquest entitled the Company 
and the Nizam, to retain the whole territory in their own 
hands; the cession of any portion of it to any other party, 
might be a consideration of policy ot humanity, hut could not 
be claimed on any ground of justice or right. 

The Mahrattas, whatever might have been their disposition, 
having taken no share in the war, had forfeited every preten¬ 
sion to participate in the advantages of the peace. The 
numerous progeny of Tippoo Suit aim, (even if it had been 
possible to adjust their several pretensions to the succession,) 
could plead no title which hfld not been superseded by the 
conquest of the kingdom; nor was it possible in estimating 
their claims; to forget the usurpation of Ilydcr Alii, and the 
sufferings of the unfortunate family, expelled by his crimes 
from the throne of Mysore, A lineal descendant of the 
ancient house of the Rajahs of Mysore, still remained at 
Seringapataiii j but, whatever might be the hopes of his 
family* from the moderation and humanity of the conquerors, 
this young Prince could assert no right to any share of the 
conquered territory. 

To the free and uncontrolled exercise of the right of 
conquest thus vested in the Company and the Nizam, no 


* See Vol* I. p. 593. 
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of the conquered territory, and any considerable exten¬ 
sion of their empire was objectionable, especially when ac¬ 
companied by the possession of strong fortresses bordering 
on the line of our frontier. It was, however, desirable tr> \ 
conciliate their goodwill, and to offer to them such a portion 
of territory as might give them an interest in the new settle- 
ment without offence or Injury to die Nizam, and without 
danger to the frontier of the Company's possessions* On 
the other hand, it was prudent to limit the territory retained 
in the hands of the Company and of the Nizam within such 
bounds of moderation as should bear :t due proportion to 
their respective expences in the contest, and to the neces- j 
sary means of securing the public safety of their respective 4 
dominions* *v****1 

For the information of your Honourable Court, I hare an- , 
nexed to this despatch a comparative statement of several \ 
plans for the partition of Tippoo Sult&up'is dominions, drawn 
up under my instructions With a view to the relative interests 
and power of the Nizam, the Mahrattas, and the Company; 
to the nature, produce, and geographical boundaries of the 


country, and to the position and strength of the several for¬ 
tresses and passes; an attentive investigation of every com¬ 
parative view of these important questions terminated in my 
decision that the establishment of a central and separate go¬ 
vernment in Mysore, under the protection of the Company, 
anti the admission of the Mahrattas to a certain participa¬ 
tion m the division of the conquered territory, were the exper 
dients best calculated to reconcile the interests of all par¬ 
ties, to secure to the Company, a less invidious* and more 
efficient share of revenue, resource, commercial advantage, 
and military strength, than could be obtained under any 
otiler distribution of territory or power, and to afford the 
most favourable prospect of general and permanent tranquil¬ 
lity in India. v ^ 

Having decided these leading principles of the new settle- 
ment, I proceeded to determine the rule of distribution for the 
respective shares of the Company, the Nizam, and the Mali- 
rattas, to fix the most eligible position for the cessions to be ' 
made to each party, and to define the limits of the new go- * 
veinment of Mysore. 

To the Company’s share naturally foil the Province of CV 
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-iwa> the Districts of Calmbatoor and Daraporam, with all 
the territory tying below the Ghauts between your posses¬ 
sions in the Carnatic, and those in Malabar, These acquisi¬ 
tions appeared the most eligible* not only on account of their 
intrinsic value in point of produce, but as securing an unin¬ 
terrupted tract of territory from the coast; of Coromandel to 
that of Malabar* together with the entire sea-coast of the 
Kingdom of Mysore, and the base of all the eastern, western 
ami southern Ghauts, To these I thought it necessary to 
add the forts and posts forming the heads of all the’ passes 
above the Ghauts on the Table Land. The possession of 
the base of the Ghauts alone formed no effectual barrier for 
the inhabitants of the Low Lands against an enemy posses¬ 
sing the summits of those mountains ; and I, therefore, consi¬ 
dered the acquisition of all the entrance# of the Passes situ¬ 
ated above the Ghauts, to be an essentia! object of security* 
against every possible approach of danger from the Table 
Land, This acquisition derived a further importance in my 
opinion, from the means which it appeared to affbril of curb¬ 
ing the refractory spirit of the Polygars, and of all other tur¬ 
bulent and disaffected subjects in the Carnatic, and on the 
coast of Malabar; I also considered the district of Wynaad 
to be an useful possession with a view to the tranquillity,of 
your territories on the latter coast* The last addition which 
I deemed it necessary to intake to your share of fhe con¬ 
quered dominions* consisted of the fortress, city and island 
of Seringapitam, the possession of which would effectually 
secure the communication between your territories on both 
coasts, and consolidate all your lines of defence in every di¬ 
rection. 

To the Nizam, it appeared most expedient to allot the dis¬ 
tricts of Gooty and Gumimcondah* bordering on the cessions 
which lie acquired by the peace of 179 £ } together with a 
.tract of country, the frontier of which should be drawn 
nearly along the line of Clutteldroog, Sera, Ntmdydroog* 
and Cqlar* leaving, however, these fortresses to the south¬ 
ward to form the frontier of the new Government pf Mysore. 
The Nizam certainly could not assert any just claim to an 
equal participation with the Company in the advantages of 
the peace* The operation of the 6th Article of the Treaty 
of Pcuihgul, respecting an equal division of conquests, was 
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linrned to the war which terminated in 179£h Since the 
peace of Seringapataiif, the IOth is the only Article of the 
Treaty of Paungul which can be considered to continue in 
force ; and no subsequent engagements had been eoritracted 
with the Nizam which could entitle him to any advantages 
in the present peace exceeding his relative proportion in the 
expenees and exertions of the allied force during the late 
war. It was, however, desirable that the territorial revenue 
retained In sovereignty by the Company (after deducting 
whatever charges might he annexed to the tenure) should 
not exceed the Nizatifs portion, and accordingly I deter¬ 
mined that this principle should be observed in the partition; : 
reserving, however, to the Company, as a just indemnifica¬ 
tion for their superior share in the expences and exertions of 
the war, the principal benefit of whatever advantages might 
flow from any engagements to be contracted with the new 
Government of Mysore, ■■■*■ 

For the Mahrattas, I resolved to reserve a portion of terri¬ 
tory, the revenues of which should not exceed two-thirds, 
nor fall short 1 of one half, of the. portions retained in sove¬ 
reignty by the Nizam and the Company respectively, after 
deducting their respective charges; considering that any ces¬ 
sion to tlie Pcishwa must he viewed as a matter of mere fa¬ 
vour, it appeared to me that the share to be allotted to him 
was amply sufficient, it would contain Harponelly, Soonda 
above the Ghauts, Annagoondy, part of the district of Chit- 
teldroog, part of Bed no re above the Ghauts, and other dis¬ 
tricts, but die frontier fortresses of Chitteldroog and Bed- 
no re would remain for the protection of the new Government 
of Mysore. 1 also determined that no portion of territory 
should be ceded to the Peishwa unconditionally, and that 
the cession should form the basis of a new treaty with the 
Mahratta empire. 

The territory remaining unoccupied by this partition could 
be bounded to the northward by a strong line of hill forts 
and posts, forming a powerful Jjarrier towards the southern 
frontiers of die Nizam and of the Mahrattas, from Punga- 
noor on the line of the eastern, to Bednore on that of the 
western Ghauts, and would be entirely surrounded to the 
east, west and south, by the territories of the Company 
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above and below the Ghauts, the Company also holding the 
Fort of Serin gap at am in the centre of the Table Land* 

The necessity now occurred of determining in what hands 
the new Government of Mysore should be placed, and al¬ 
though no positive right or title to the throne existed in any 
party, it seemed expedient, that my choice should be made 
between the pretensions of the family of Tippoo Stitaun, and 
those of the ancient house of the Rajahs of Mysore. 

The claims of humanity on both slides rendered the deci¬ 
sion a painful anti ungracious task. No alternative remained.* 
but to depose the dynasty which 1 found upon the throne, or 
to confirm the Mabomnmdan usurpation, and with it the per¬ 
petual exclusion and degradation of the legitimate Hindoo 
sovereigns of the country. The usurpation, although not 
sanctioned by remote antiquity, had subsisted for such a 
length of time as to have nearly extinguished the hopes of 
the Hindoo family, and to have accustomed them to the hu¬ 
mility of their actual fortunes, while the sons of Tippoo Sub 
taun, born in the state of royalty, and educated with the 
proudest and most exalted expectations of sovereignty and 
power, would be pro portion ably sensible to the sudden 
change of their condition, and to the unexpected disappoint¬ 
ment of their splendid prospects. In this view of the sub' 
ject it would have been more grateful to my mind (securing a 
munificent provision for the undent family of Mysore) to 
have restored that of Tippoo Sultaun to the throne; if such 
a Restoration could have been accomplished without exposing 
Mysore to the perpetual hazard of internal commotion and 
foreign war, and without endangering the stability of the in- 
tended settlement of your interests and those of your Allies 
in this quarter of India. 

Since the peace of Senngapatnm, and more especially since 
the year 1796, the destruction of the British power in India 
has formed tire favourite and unremitting object of Tippoo 
Saltauas hopes and. exertions. His haughty mind never 
could he reconciled to the sacrifices winch he was compelled 
to make for the purchase of peace in 1795; and his increas¬ 
ing eagerness to recover the extensive portion of his domi¬ 
nions, then ceded to the allies, urged him to pursue a syste¬ 
matic course of intrigue against the British power among all 
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the native states, and to revert to his ancient and hereditary 
Connection -with France, as the only effectual means of gratis 
fying either his ambition or revenge* 

The proofs which I had obtained, previous to the war, of 
the nature and objects of his machinations, were sufficient to 
satisfy my judgment; they have since been corroborated by 
the voluminous records discovered in the Palace of Seringa- 
patam; it is now incontestable that Tippoo Sultauffs thoughts 
were perpetually intent upon the ruin of the British power, 
that he trusted to have accomplished our expulsion by insti¬ 
gating the French to in vad e India; and that he prosecuted 
this unalterable purpose with all the zeal and ardour of pas¬ 
sionate resentment and vindictive bate, as well as with the 
steadiness of a deliberate maxim of state. 

Perhaps the most wise policy which Tippoo Suit-dun could 
have pursued would have been to have rested satisfied with 
the dominions remaining in his hands after the peace of 179$. 
But a policy of so moderate and pacific a spirit being utterly 
Incompatible with the impetuosity of his temper, with the prin¬ 
ciples of his religious faith, and with the military character of 
his government, it might be at least a matter of rational specu¬ 
lation^ whether a close alliance with France (however dan¬ 
gerous in its remote consequences) was not his true interest, 
in the actual state of his immediate views and pursuits . The 
possession of his lost dignity, wealth, and power could not 
be recovered without the conquest of a great part of the 
Company's territory, nor effectually secured without the total 
subversion of the British interests in India ■ a French army 
was the only instrument by which such an enterprise could 
be attemptedan alliance with France was, therefore, the 
necessary consequence of Tippoo Suita tiffs restless, but 
natural desire to restore his empire to its former splendour 
and strength* In addition to his correspondence with the 
French at Tranquebar, with those at the Isle of France, and 
with the executive Directory at Paris, his embassy to55eroaim 
Shah, his intrigues at Poo mill and Hyderabad, and bis 


correspondence with Moms. Raymond, (all which transac¬ 
tions appear distinctly in the records discovered at So- 


rmgapatam) furnish abundant evidence that Iris antipathy 
to the English was the ruling passion of his heart, the 
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^Main-spring of his policy, the.fixea and fundamental prin¬ 
ciple of In* councils and government 

The heir of Tippoo Suita uu must have been educated in 
the same principles, and encouraged to indulge in the same 
prejudices and passions, and instructed to form the same 
views of the interests arid honour of the throne of Mysore, 
These sentiments would necessarily acquire additional force 
in his mind from the issue of the late war. Our unexampled 
success had subverted the foundations of liis father’s empire, 
and transferred to our possession every source of the civil 
or military power of Mysore, Placed on the throne by our 
favour, and limited by our coittroul, he would have felt 
himself degraded to a state of humiliation and weakness 
abject as no Prince of spirit would brook. Under such an 
arrangement our safety would have required us to retain at 
least all the territory which we now hold by the partition 
Treaty of Mysore. Whatever we retained must have been 
considered by the prince as a new usurpation upon his royal 
inheritance, and an additional pledge of his degradation and 
disgrace. Jo proportion to the reduction of his (territory and 
resources he would have less to lose and more to regain in 
any struggle for the recovery of his father’s empire; nor does 
it seem unreasonable to suppose that the hoir of Ilyder Alii 
and Tippoo Sultaun, animated by the implacable spirit and bold 
example of his parents, and accustomed to the commanding 
prospect of independent sovereignty, and to the splendour of 
military glory, might deliberately hazard the remnant of his 
hereditary possessions in pursuit of sb proud an object, as 
the recovery of that vast and powerful empire> which for 
many years had rendered his ancestors the scourge of the 
Carnatic, and the terror of this quarter of India. 

In the most narrow view of the subject, it must be ad^ 
mitted that the son of Tip poo Sultaun must have felt a per* 
petual interest in the subversion of any settlement of Mysore, 
founded on a partition of his father’s dominions, and on a 
limitation of his own independence. If, therefore, a prince of 
this race had been placed on the throne of Mysore, the foun¬ 
dations of the new settlement would have been t laid in the 
very principles of its own dissolution. With such a prince 
no sincere alliance, no concord of sentiments, or union of 
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views could ever have been established; the appearances of 
amity or attachment must have been delusive, even his mb- 
mission must have been reluctant, if not treacherous ; while 
all his interests, his habits, prejudices, anil passions, his 
vices, and eyed his virtues must have concurred to cherish an 
irreconcilable aversion to our name and power, and an eager 
desire to abet the cause, to exasperate the animosity, and to 
receive the aid of every enemy of the British nation. What¬ 
ever degree of influence or strength might have b#en left to 
the native Government of Mysore in such hands, would 
always have been thrown into the scale opposed to your 
interests. The hostile power of Mysore would have been 
weakened, hut not destroyed; an enemy would still have 
remained in the centre of your possessions, watching every 
occasion to repair the misfortunes of his family at your ex¬ 
pense, and forming a point of union for the machinations of 
every discontented faction in India, and for the intrigues of 
every emissary of France. 

Under these circumstances, the same anxiety for the secu¬ 
rity and repose of your possessions, which originally compelled 
me to reduce the power of Tippoo Sultaun, now appeared to 
require that I should provide effectually against the revival 
of any degree of a similar danger, in the person of his son. 

On the other hand, the restoration of the descendant of 
the ancient Rajahs of Mysore was recommended by the same 


course of reasoning which excluded the heir of the Maho- 


medan usurpation. 

The indignities which the deposed family of Mysore had 
sufferedJ especially during the cruel and tyrannical reign of 
Tippoo Sultsnm, and the state of degradation and misery to 
which they had been reduced, would most naturally excite a 
sentiment of gratitude and attachment in their minds towards 
that power, which had not only delivered them from oppression, 
but had raised them to a state of considerable affluence and dis* 


tinction. Between the British Government and tins family, 
an intercourse of friendship and kindness had subsisted in 
the most desperate crisis of their adverse fortune. They had 
formed no connection with your enemies* Their elevation 
would be ihe spontaneous act of your generosity, and from 
your support alone could they ever hope to lie maintained 
upon the throne, either against the family of Tippoo Sultaun, 
vol. ix, a 





or against any other claimant They must naturally view 
with an eye of jealousy, all the friends of the usurping family, 
and consequently be adverse to the French, or to any state 
connected with that family, in its hereditary hatred of the 
British Government, The heir of the Rajahs of Mysore, if 
placed on the throne, must feel that his continuance in that 
slate depended on the stability of the new settlement in all 
its parts. His interest must therefore be to unite with 
cordialitj^lhd zeal in every effort necessary to its harmony, 
efficiency, and vigour- The effect of such an arrangement of 
the affairs of Mysore would not be limited to the mere 
destruction of the hostile power which menaced our safety. 
In the place of that power, would he substituted one, 
whose interests and resources might be absolutely identified 
with our own, and the kingdom of Mysore, so long the source 
of calamity and alarm to the Carnatic, might become a new 
harrier of our defence, and might supply fresh, means of 
wealth and strength to the Company, their subjects, and 
allies. 

In addition to these motives of policy > moral consideration^ 
and sentiments of generosity and humanity, favoured the 
restoration of the ancient family of Mysore* Their high 
birth, the antiquity of their legitimate title, and their long 
and unmerited sufferings, rendered them peculiar objects of 
compassion and respect I Jior coiUld it be doubted that their 
government would be both more acceptable and more indul¬ 
gent that that of the Mahometan usurpers, to the mass of 
the inhabitants of the country, composed almost entirely of 
Hindoos. 

These considerations induced me to adopt the resolution 
of preferring the descendants of the Ilajahs of Mysore to 
the heir of Tippoo Sultaun. 

1 determined at the same time to grant to the families of 
Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultaun a more magnificent mainte¬ 
nance than either had enjoyed during the late reign, and to 
provide with the same liberality for the principal Maho¬ 
med an officers and chiefs of the state, who had survived the 
Sultaun, and for the families of all those who had fallen in 
the course of the war. 

For the accomplishment of a settlement founded on the 
principles which I have had the honour to detail to your 
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Honourable Court in the preceding paragraphs, I issued a 
special commission on the 4th of June,* appointing Lieute¬ 
nant-General Harris, The Honourable Colonel Wellesley, The 
Honourable Henry Wellesley, Lieutenant-Colonel William 
Kirkpatrick, and Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Close* commis¬ 
sioners for the affairs of Mysore, with the ample powers 
specified in the commission; and I named Captains Malcolm 
and Munro to be secretaries, and Mr, Edward Golding and 
Lieutenant Charles Pasley assistant secretaries to the com¬ 
mission. As the favourable state of the country has rendered 
my presence at Seringapatnm unnecessary, 1 accompanied 
the commission with instructions directing the commissioners 
to proceed without delay to lay the foundations of the new 
arrangement, and for the purpose of precluding the intrigues 
of the natives, and of all the great interests which were in 
suspense ; I enjoined the commissioners and their secretaries 
to take an oath of secrecy, in order that no part of my plan 
might transpire until the arrangements for the whole had 
been completed. 

The commissioners assembled at Sermgapatam on the 8tli 
o± June, and under my instructions, their first act was to make 
provision for the principal surviving officers and chiefs of the 
late Suit a tin, and for the families of those slain during the 
campaign, I am happy to inform your Honourable Court, 
that this measure produced the most salutary effect in tran¬ 
quillizing the minds of the principal Mahometans remaining 
in Mysore, and in placing the clemency anti generosity of the 
British Government in the most conspicuous and honourable 
light. It was determined, that Meer Kummur ud Deen 
siumId be settled at Gumtmcondah, with a jagbire from the 
Kizam, and another from the Company, This arrangement 
having been concluded, Kuminur ud Deen departed from 
Sermgapatam on the 19th of June, with many expressions of 
gratitude towards the Company's Government, The Brah¬ 
min Poomeah, who had been the principal financial minister 
of the late Sultaun, having given satisfactory proof of ins 
readiness to serve the new Government in the same capacity, 
it was determined that he should be appointed Dewan to the 
young Rajah of Mysore. 
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The next proceeding of the commissioners, in pursuance 
of my directions, was to undertake the painful, hut necessary 
task of removing the families of Hyder AH and Tippoo Sub 
taun from Seringapat^m to the Carnatic* 

I had previously given orders that the fortress of Vellore 
should he prepared for the reception of the families, and I 
had appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Doveton to the command 
of that fortress, and had also entrusted him with the payment 
of the stipends allotted to both families, directing him to 
spare no reasonable expense m providing for their accom¬ 
modation, on a scale suitable to their former rank and ex* 
peetations. The four princes, butt eh Hyder, Abdul Khnulik, 
Moyez oo Deen, and Moyee oo Been, with their families, 
arrived at Vellore on the 13th of July; they expressed their 
satisfaction in the accommodations provided for them* The 
remainder of the families of Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultaun 
will bo removed as soon as may be practicable* 

Previously to the departure of the princes from Seringa- 
patam, the commissioners had cautiously abstained from all 
intercourse with the family of the Rajah of Mysore; but as 
soon as the four eidolons of the late Sultami had left the 
capital, the commissioners paid a visit to the young Rajah, 
whom they found with others of this persecuted family, in a 
condition of poverty and humiliation, which excited the 
strongest emotions of compassion; it was determined to fix 
the residence of the Rajah in the ancient town of Mysore, as 
being the most eligible situation for the seat of his government. 

On the 5th of June 1 had furnished the commissioners 
with the first draft of a treaty between tile Company and his 
Highness, the Nizam, for the partition of Mysore, and having 
received the fullest commumention of then sentiments and of 
those of Meer Allum, on the subject, l made such alterations 
as appeared to be advisable. On the 22nd of Jitne this 
treaty was executed by the commissioners and Meer Allum, 
at Seringaphtam, and ratified by me in council at Fort St. 
George, on the 20tb of the same month, and by his Highness 
the Mz,on, at Hyderabad, on the 13th of July, A copy of 
this treaty is annexed to this despatch under the title of the 
Par ti tion Tre a ty o f My so re. # 
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'"the SOth of June the Rajah Mysore was formalf 
on the musnud, by the cbinnfissiqners, assisted by 
Meer Album 

On the 8th of June I had forwarded to the cdSnmissioners 
the first draft of the subsidiary treaty, to be concluded be¬ 
tween the Company and the Rajah of Mysore. After an 
ample discussion with the commissioner,* who had commu¬ 
nicated the whole arrangement to the Brahmin Poomeab, 
and conciliated his co-operation; and after the adoption of 
several alterations, this treaty was executed in the fortress of 
Nuzzerbah, near Seringapatani, by the commissioners, and 
certain proxies on the part of the young Rajah, on the 8th of 
July, and ratified by me in council on the f23rd df July, under 
the title of the Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatam^ 

In framing this engagement, it was my determination to 
establish the most unqualified community of interests between 
the Government of Mysore and the Company, and to render 
the Rajah's northern frontier in effect, a powerful line of our 
defence. With this view, I have engaged to undertake the 
protection of this country, in comdderation of an annual 
subsidy of seven lacs of star pagodas; but recollecting the 
hconveniences and embarrassments which have arisen to all 
parties concerned under the double Governments and con~ 
dieting authorities unfortunately established in Oude, the 
Carnatic, and Tanj ore, l resolved to reserve to the Company 
the most extensive and indisputable powers of interposition 
in the internal affairs of Mysore, as well as an unlimited right 
of assuming tbs direct management of the country (whenever 
such a step might appear necessary for the security of the 
funds destined to the subsidy), and of requiring extraordinary 
aid beyond the amount of the fixed subsidy, either in time of 
war, or of preparations for hostility, 

tilider this arrangement 1 trust that I shall he enabled to 
command the whole resources of the Iiajah's territory, to 
improve its cultivation, to extend its commerce, and to secure 
the welfare of its inhabitants. It appeared to me a more 
candid and liberal, us well as a more wise policy, to apprize 
the Rajah distinctly, at the moment of his accession, of the 
exact nature of Iris dependance on the Company, than to 
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S&j&Lany matter for future doubt or discussion. The 

Company to establish such an arrangement, either as 
affecting the Rajah or the a Hies, has already been stated in 
this despatch, 

I entertain a sanguine expectation that the Rajah and Ms 
ministers being fully apprized of the extensive powers reserved 
to the Company, will cheerfully adopt such regulations as 
shall render the actual exercise of those powers unnecessary. 
Much indulgence will be required at the commencement of 
tlie new Government, and it is my intention to abstain from 
any pressure upon the Rajah’s finances, which by embarrass¬ 
ing them, might tend to the impoverishment of the country, 
and to the distress of the people* 

Soon after the enthronement of the Rajah, the Brahmin 
Poomcah was appointed by the commissioners to be his 
Highness* Dewan- 

The eminent talents and integrity of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Close, added to his extraordinary skill in the country lan¬ 
guage, and his experience in the manners, customs, and habits 
of the natives of India, induced me to select him for the 
important charge of resident with the Rafail of Mysore* He 
was accordingly appointed to that office immediately after 
the Subsidiary Treaty of Seringapatam had been signed; 
and the commission was then dissolved on die 3rd of July. 

Although your Honourable Court will perceive in tin 
commission the names of two persons, of whose merits it may 
be difficult lot me to Form an impartial judgment, I feel it to 
be my duty to recommend the conduct of the commissioners 
to your most public and distinguished approbation* 

The conclusion within one month of two treaties, so exten¬ 
sive in their consequences, and complicated in their details, 
together with all the subordinate arrangements connected 
with this important settlement, will appear the most extra¬ 
ordinary effort of diligence and ability, when it is remarked, 
that reference was necessarily made to uif at Fort St* George, 
in every stage of tlie business* It wall also he satisfactory 
to your Honourable Court to observe, that the whole arrange¬ 
ment has been conducted at Seringapatam, with a spirit of 
humanity and liberality, which cannot fail to conciliate the 
good will of tlie inhabitants of Mysore* 

The command of Serin gapatam will remain in the hands of 
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Cfrpuel Wellesley ; it is a, trust of graat delicacy and import¬ 
ance, which it is my duty to repose in a person of approved 
military talents and integrity, and to superintend with pecu¬ 
liar vigilance and care. 

Although I shall deem it prudent to detain the army in tlie 
field for a short period of time, I have the satisfaction to 
assure your Honourable Court, that far the greater part of 
the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun is now in a state of peidect 
tranquillity. 

A detachment from the army of Bombay took possession of 
Mangalore on the 4th of June* and the province of Canara, 
with the exception of the fortress of Jemuukhad, appeared 
disposed to submit cheerfully to our authority. I have little 
doubt that the commanding officer of Jenmulabad will soon 
be induced to surrender to the Company’s arms; in any 
event, however, the fort will be reduced without difficulty, 

In this confidence, a collector has been appointed for the 
province of Canara* 

The remainder of the territory allotted to the Company in 
Coimbatoor, has passed into our hands without any difficulty, 
and collectors have been appointed for the administration of 
the revenue. The fort of Gurrinneondah is in the possession 
of his Highness the Niaam, and those of Sera and Chittel- 
droog arc now garrisoned by the British troops. Some 
disturbances have taken place in Biduoor, in which province 
an adventurer had assembled a banditti, which had distressed 
the inhabitants of the country j a division of the army being 
now on its progress towards Bidnoor, I have every reason to 
expect that the commotions in that quarter will speedily he 
quelled. 

Since the fall of Seringapatam, the conduct ol the Mahrat- 
tas has been of the most conciliatory nature; it would be 
premature at present to enter into any detail on the subject 
of the negotiations depending at Poona h; but I have the 
satisfaction to assure your Honourable Court that no inter¬ 
ruption to the settlement of Mysore is likely to proceed from 
the Mdhrattas* Whatever may be the secret inclination 
either of the Peishwa or of Scindiah, their mutual weakness 
and reciprocal jealousy are sufficient securities against any 
danger from that quarter. 

The advantages resulting to your interests from the recent 
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- Settlement of Mysore* are sufficiently obvious, as they appear 
in the preceding party of this despatch, and m the papers 
which accompany it. It may not, however* be useless to 
submit to your Honourable Court, in a connected form, a 
general view of die whole of this important question* together 
with the reflections which have arisen in my mind from an 
anxious and assiduous attention to every branch of the 
subject. 

Since the first war with Hyder All* the tranquillity of your 
possessions has been continually menaced by the power of 
Mysore. liven in the intervals of peace* which have suc¬ 
ceeded to the several wars in which the company has been 
engaged with Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultatm* your security 
in the Carnatic has ever been precarious, l>uring the cessa¬ 
tion of actual Hostilities, the designs of the Sovereign of 
3tysore have still continued uniformly hostile* and his means 
of executing them have always remained considerable* while 
the degrees of your safety have fluctuated with the state of 
your military establishments and preparations, and with the 
distribution of your force, 

ihe baneful effects of this perpetual state of uncertainty 
and solicitude, have been felt not only in the decay of agiicub ■ 
ture, and of the arts of peaceful industry on the coast of 
Coroniandid, and in the rebellious spirit of certain descriptions 
of your subjects on that coast, and on the coast of Malabar, 
hut occasionally throughout all India, in the diminution of 
Hie British Influence and consideration at foreign courts* in 
ibe rising hopes of the turbulent and disaffected, and in the 
decline of public and private credit shaken by repeated 
1 amours of war, and by the constant necessity of guarding 
against n surprise from the sudden aggression of an enemy* 
whom no clemency or moderation could conciliate, and no 
faith co 11 id bind, 

I be reduction of Tippoo Sultaurfs power and resources 
effected by the treaty of Sermgapatam in 179$, had weakened, 
but not extinguished the cause of these complicated evils, 
Soon after the conclusion of peace* this cause ami its effects 
appear to have recovered a considerable degree of activity 
and vigour, until in the year 1796, the intrigues and military 
movements o! Tippoo Sultaun compelled the Government 
General to assemble the array on the coast of Coromandel* 
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in the Autumn of 1707, such apprehensions were justly 
entertained of his designs and power, as induced the Govern* 
men!; of Fort .St- George to abandon the prosecution of an 
expedition ably planned, intimately connected with your 
interests, and which had already brought a heavy charge on 
your finances. 

Judicious indeed, and provident was the policy which 
dictated the relinquishment of that enterprise, since subse¬ 
quent discoveries and events have manifested the great pro¬ 
bability, if not the absolute certainty, that the departure of 
the large force destined for Manilla would have proved a 
signal to the watchful vengeance of Tippoo Sultaun to invade 
the Carnatic, or to attack the dominions of the Nizam, even 
without waiting for succours from France, the assistance 
of which might not, perhaps, have appeared to him neces¬ 
sary during the absence of so considerable a portion of our 
army. 

But the apprehension of the designs and movements of the 
power of Mysore had never, perhaps, been more anxiously 
or more justly entertained, than between the,months of June 
arid September, 1798, It cannot be denied that during that 
period, your interests were menaced by a combination of the 
most serious dangers. The anxiety and fears hitherto enter¬ 
tained with regard to the designs of Tippoo Sultaun, were 
now confirmed by a certain knowledge of his having actually 
proposed to the French projects of the most extensive hosti¬ 
lity against youv possessions in India. The alarm, as well as 
the danger, was considerably aggravated by the formidable 
preparations of the French in the Mediterranean, by the 
apparently desperate state of our alliances in the Deccan* 
by the peculiar situation of the Court of Hyderabad, sub¬ 
jected to the will of a powerful French army and French 
faction; by the menacing declarations and probable views of 
Zemaun Shah; by the dispersed and defective condition of 
the army of Fort St. George ; and above all, by the general 
persuasion, that an early attempt to assemble or to move that 
army, would serve only as a provocation to the enemy to 
invade and desolate the Carnatic, without furnishing the 
means of repelling the invader. 

The situation of our allies at this period of general de¬ 
spondency, is now well known to your Honourable Court. 







Jj-Sffll therefore be sufficient in this place to observe, that the 
degree of danger with which the 3Si|am and the Peishwa 
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were threatened by the impending storm* exceeded that which 
menaced our possessions in the same proportion, m the 


distractions and weakness of the Governments of Poonah 


and Hyderabad rendered them less able than the Company 
to counteract the machinations or to repel the assault of the 
enemy. It is true, that Tippoo SuHaun's views against the 
Courts of Pc onah and Hyderabad, were ostensibly limited to 
the recovery of the cessions made by him to those powers in 
1T9&. But it cannot be doubted, that his ambition and 
rapacity would have augmented with the progress of his 
victories, and his revenge was not of a temper to be mitigated 
by success. 

Your Honourable Court is apprised of the changes which 
successively and rapidly took place in the condition of our 
alliances and of our army, substituting at Hyderabad in place 
of a French faction and a French army, British influence and 
a considerable British force, and producing ultimately the 
happy restoration of confidence and energy among your 
servants at Fort St, George. It is therefore unnecessary 
to dwell on that part of the subject; but it may be expedient 
to advert to the state of the general expectations at different 
periods of time previous to the war, and to compare our 
actual .situation with those expectations, as well as with our 
position in the month of June, 1798, 

At that time, even the most sanguine dispositions, and 
those least affected by the prevalent panic, would probably 
have been content to have detached Tippoo Sultauu from ids 
alliance with the French nation; in the hope that, -without 
the aid of a French force, he would not attempt to disturb 
the tranquillity of the Carnatic. 

Even at a later period* when the subversion of the French 
party at Hyderabad, the restoration of the Nizam to the 
condition of an efficient ally, and the advanced state of our 
military preparations had inspired a general spirit of confi¬ 
dence and zeal, the most confident and zealous would have 
deemed the issue of the approaching contest prosperous us 
well as honourable, if it had effected a considerable reduc¬ 
tion of the power and resources of Tippoo Sultauu, and had 
obtained a reasonable indemnity for the expenses of the allies. 
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.^rt^jplw entire destruction of Tippoo Suit nun’s power, or the 
absolute transfer of his resources to any hand, less inimical 
or Jess violent, would have been deemed a glorious termina¬ 
tion even of 11 long and expensive contest. 

I,bit the success of your arms in the short period, of the 
late campaign has not merely excluded the .French from 
Mysore., provided an ample indemnity to you and your ally 
ior the charges of the war, destroyed the hostile power of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and effectually precluded its revival, but 
has transferred the sword of your implacable enemy into your 
own hands, and turned to your use the main springs of his 
wealth and strength. 

By the partition treaty of Mysore you have acquired an aug¬ 
mentation of direct territorial revenue to the annual amount 


of about star pagodas 6,47,64-1,10, (£059,056 sterling.)* By the 
subsidiary treaty of Seringapatam, you have secured an annual 
subsidy of star pagodas 7,00,000, (£280,000 sterling), ranking 
together, with your new territorial revenue, the sum of star 
pagodas 13,47,041,10, ( £539,056 sterling), and leaving (after 
deducting the provision allotted for the families of Ryder Ali 
Ediat'i and Tippoo Sultaun) an annual increase of your funds 
in this quarter of India, equal to star pagodas 11,47,641,10, 
(£459,056sterling). But areas on&bie expectation is entertained, 
that the territory acquired by the Company, under the treaty 
of Mysore, will yield, in the course of a few years, a sum not less 
than, star pagodas i 4,78,<398, (£591,479 sterling).. If such 
an advance in the nominal revenue of the acquired districts 
should actually be realized, the positive augmentation of your 
available annual resources, in consequence of' the late settle¬ 
ment of Mysore, will amount nearly to 20 lacs of star pagodas, 
(£800,000 sterling). But in estimating the increase of your 
annual available resources since the month of June 1798, the 
augmentation which took place in the subsidy payable by the 
Nizam, is not to be emitted. By the treaty of Hyderabad, 
concluded on the first of September 1798, the annual subsidy 
was augmented from Arcot rupees 6,44,556, to Arcot rupees 
24,17,100, making an increase annually of Arcot rupees 
17,72,544, or star pagodas 5,04,982, (£225,992 sterling). 
Thus, the total augmentation of your available annual re¬ 


sources since June 1798, in tins quarter of your possessions, 


Calculating the star pagoda at 8s, 
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ounts actually to, star pagodas 17,10,623, (£685,048 ster¬ 
ling), and, if the increased revenue of the newly acquired 
territory should he realized, {according to just expectation), 
it will amount to star pagodas 25,43,680 (£1,017,472 sterling). 

Against these acquisitions must be placed the expense of 
whatever additions it may be found necessary to make to your 
military force, either in consequence of the extension of your 
territory, or of the subsidiary engagements which have been 
contracted with the Nizam and with the Rajah of Mysore, 

The subsidiary force at Hyderabad must be considered as 
a part of your efficient strength prepared for your service on 
any emergency, and ready to aid you in any future war, as 
it has aided you in the last. It does not appeal' to me pro¬ 
bable that it w ill be necessary to make any considerable addi¬ 
tion to the ‘‘-military establishment of Fort St. George, in 
consequence of the treaty of Hyderabad, nor do I apprehend 
that the requisite increase of that establishment, and of the 
army of Bombay, in consequence of the two treaties annexed 
to this despatch, will bear any proportion to the increase of 
your revenue and resources. For it must never ho forgotten 
that, while your territory has been extended, your frontier 
has been contracted and strengthened, your principal enemy 
utterly destroyed, and an ally, and dependant of the Com¬ 
pany, substituted on his throne, 

I do not yet possess the means of stating with sufficient 
accuracy to your honourable Court, either the amount of the 
charges incurred in consequence of the various measures of 
preparation and precaution, which became necessary on the 
discovery of Tippoo Sultaun's hostile designs in June 1798, 
or the amount of the expense which is to ho placed to the 
account of the operations of the late war. The accumulated 
charges both of our preparations and of the war must be 
considerable; but whenever a statement of the expenses of 
the late war can be submitted to your honourable Court, your 
wisdom and justice will necessarily distinguish the charges 
incurred for the purpose of assembling an effective army in 
the field, from those actually belonging to the operations of 
your armies in Mysore, and to the siege of Seringapatam. 

From the moment that Tippoo’s negotiations had trans¬ 
pired, it became an indispensable doty to place the Carnatic 
in a posture of complete defence. The experience of former 
wars with Mysore, the nature of the frontier of the Carnatic, 
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■exposed in various points by its almost innumerable passes to 
the incursion of tlie enemy, the actual .state of affairs hr India 
and in Europe, all concurred to convince me, that the only 
rational system of defence against Tippoo Sultana was to 
assemble your armies on the coasts of Coromandel and Ma- 
labar, in such force, in such a state of equipment, and in 
such a position, as should excite in the mind of the Soltaim 
a just alarm for the safety of his capital; no other plan was 
calculated to secure the Carnatic against the ravages of liis 
numerous cavalry; because no other plan would have com¬ 
pelled him to concentrate his forces within his own territories, 
for the defence of the vital point of his empire. His capital 
was not only the object of his pride, but the centre of his 
power j it was Iris strongest fortification, the principal gra¬ 
nary of Iris army, his only arsenal, the repository of Iris trea¬ 
sure, and the prison of rite legitimate claimant of his throne, 
as well as of the families of all Iris great chieftains; whose 
obedience he secured, by retaining the objects of their reve¬ 
rence and a fleet ion within the walls of the fortress of Sering- 
apatam* On the preservation of that fortress, therefore, 
depended the fate of his kingdom, and (although I did not 
neglect any practicable precaution against a contrary course 
of events) my. judgment was always decided, that he would 
never abandon the defence of SmngapftUm, but with his life. 

The success of the plan (founded on tins opinion) fully 
answered its primary purpose ; since no part of the Suhauns 
force ventured to enter the Company's possessions in (he 
Carnatic during the late hostilities. It also fully answered 
the secondary purpose of enabling your armies (when our 
pacific negotiations hud failed) to act offensively with promp¬ 
titude, vigour, and effect 

Neither the expense of the magazines of grain and other 
stores on either coast, nor of the battering train, with its 
equipment of cattle, ought therefore to bo charged to the 
iiccount of the war; for every expense incurred previous to 
the 3rd of February 1799 (the day on which Lieutenant- 
General Harris received orders to inarch) must, and would 
have boon incurred, if no war had taken place ; arid ought to 
be charged to the account of the indispensable defence of 
your possessions, according to the only plan, which could 
provide effectually for that object. 





The expenses of moving the battering train to Seripgapa- 
tarn, as well as of maintaining the army m Mysore, cannot 
have much exceeded the charges which must have been con¬ 
tinued if the whole had remained within your frontier; and 
when it is considered that, if the army* with the battering 
train, had not moved to Sermgapatam, the expensive*, but 
accessary, system of defence already explained* must have 
been protracted until all dangers from Tippoo StdtauiVs con¬ 
nection with the French should have been averted ; 1 your 
honourable Court will probably sanction my decided opinion, 
that the rapid movement of the British forces towards the 
scene of their certain triumph, was not only the most effec¬ 
tual, but the most economical measure which could have been 
adopted, to frustrate the views of the enemy, and to secure 
the tranquillity of your possessions* 
l or, on the one hand, no prospect appeared of any prac¬ 
ticable reduction in the expense of a defensive system, during 
the continuance of the war between Great Britain and France; 
while every hour of delay in the movement of our army 
afforded to lippoo Sultaun the means of Increasing his 
strength, of receiving succours from the French, and conse¬ 
quently of aggravating to the Company, both the expense 
and hazard of tire impending contest* 

< u the other hand, the state of our army, the arrange¬ 
ments which had been made for its equipment and supply in 
every department, and the period of the season, left no doubt 
that the great object of the war would be attained in one 
short campaign, h or did this calculation prove to have been 
in any degree sanguine ; for although an alarm of a deficiency 
of grain prevailed in the army before Seringapatam on the 
16th of April, it appeared soon after, upon an accurate exa¬ 
mination, that at that time (exclusive of the immense depot 
established in the district of Coorga) a quantity of grain re¬ 
mained in camp sufficient to maintain the whole of the fight¬ 
ing men of the army, at half allowance, until the 20th of May; 
and on the ISth of that month, Major-General Floyd returned 
to Seringapatam with the large supplies, which had been 
i or warded from the Carnatic, under the care of Lieutenant- 


t \ war b e t wcen England and France lasted for fifteen 
me fall of Senrt^apatain.—J^ 
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Colonels Read and Brown. It may also be useful to remark 
in this place, tliat if any accident bad protracted the opera¬ 
tions of the siege beyond the 4*11 of May, ample time would 
still have remained for the reduction of the place previous to 
the rising of the Cauveri; since the four eldest sons of Tippoo 
Sultaun, with an escort of 1500 men, and a considerable train 
of attendants, crossed that river on the 18th of June, on 
which day the water was nearly as low as on the day of the 
assault. 

Re vie wing all these circumstances, your honourable Court 
will hereafter compare the expense incurred by the movement 
of the army to Seriogapatam, with the probable charges of 
any other practicable plan of policy, or of military operation; 
in any view of the subject it will probably appear, that the 
increase of your revenue and pecuniary resources obtained 
by the issue of the war, far overbalances the combined ex¬ 
pense of the preparations for your defence, and of the opera¬ 
tions of the late campaign* 

Blit in addition to this positive indemnification for your 
expenses, your honourable Court will also consider the aug¬ 
mentation of your commercial and military resources arising 
from the conquest of Mysore, 

Hitherto, all traffic between your subjects or dependants, 
and those of the Ufo Suhaun has been nearly prohibited, by 
the restraints to which his hatred of the British Nation, or 
his ignorance and prejudice had subjected the communication 
with your possessions. These restraints being removed, and 
every proper encouragement to commercial intercourse being 
substituted in their place, it may reasonably be expected that 
the neighbouring, and now united countries of the Carnatic 
and Mysore, will mutually consume a considerable portion of 
their respective productions and manufactures; and that even 
a proportion of British commodities will soon find a market in 
Mysore, My information with regard to the articles produced, 
manufactured, or consumed, in the countries acquired by the 
Company, and by the Rajah of Mysore, is at present too 
imperfect to enable me to form any accurate calculation of the 
imports from the coast of Malabar to Europe ; but it appears 
probable, that your investment in the article of pepper, may 
soon be augmented to any extent,, which you may deem ad¬ 
visable. 
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V on r military resources may be considered to have received 
a great augmentation, not only from the additional supplies 
of grain* provisions and cattle, winch your .connection with 
Mysore places at your disposal, but from the new channels, 
which it opens for remitting the native force, both of the 
Presidencies of Fort St* George and Bombay; under this 
head may also be considered the superiority of the climate 
of Mysore, to any in this quarter of India, and the means 
which it affords of preserving the health and consequent 
efficiency of European troops. 

Highly as I estimate these immediate and direct advantages 
of revenue, and of commercial and military resources, I con¬ 
sider the recent settlement of Mysore to be equally important 
to your interests, hi its tendency to increase your political 
consideration and influence among the native powers of India, 
together with vour means of maintaining internal tranquillity 
and order among your subjects and dependants, and of de¬ 
fending your possessions against any enemy, either Asiatic, 
or European. 

These are principles of substantial and durable security, 
the operation of which must be felt throughout every part of 
your possessions# and in every branch of your affairs both in 
India-and Europe. 

The balance which it was the policy of the treaty of Ser~ 
ingapatam in 170S, to establish between the native powers of 
India, was soon deranged by the course of events ; our influ¬ 
ence in the general scale proved insufficient, not only to 
maintain peace between our allies, but to check either the 
rapid decline of their respective resources and strength, or 
the growing ascendancy of the French faction at Hyderabad, 
or the systematic machinations of Tippoo Sultaun, Experi - 
ence has manifested that the power preserved to that infatu¬ 
ated and restless Prince, must always have been thrown into 
the scale opposed to our interests* and that in no possible 
combination or conflict of the views of the courts of Poonah, 
and Hyderabad, could the interposition or neutrality of Tippoo 
Sultimo become favourable to our security. If he menaced 
war, or sought alliance with either, or with both those states, 
his uniform object was our disturbance* If he remained neuter 
either in their dissentient or union, it was in order to preserve 
his own strength unimpaired and unembarassed for that con- 
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with ours, which formed the favourite scope of all 
views* In no ease* has his power been brought into action, 
or remained at rest, without a hostile design, and an injurious 
effect upon our influence and consideration. The balance is 
now in our own hands* we now possess the irresistible power 
either of concentrating the most efficient part of the resources 
of Mysore in one mass, for our jingle defence against any 
possible combination; or of throwing the same weight into 
that scale, which shall appear to require such an aid for the 
preservation of the general tranquillity, on the solid basis ot 
moderation and justice. 

If the Nizam or the Mali rattus, notwithstanding their real 
interest in maintaining the new order of things, should bar- 
hour a disposition to disturb it, our means of defence, as well 
a* of offence with regard to both those states, are become so 
powerful, as well from the advancement and strength of our 
iron tier, as from the other relative considerations already 
stated m this despatch, that the internal union of all the 
divided feudatory chiefs of the Mahratta Kmpire, or even a 
confederacy between the Peishwa and the Nizam, could no 
longer be formidable to your possessions ; and your honouT - 
able Court is apprized, that the first of these events is highly 
improbable, and tbe latter nearly impossible—on the other 
hand, it is evident that, having annihilated the power of 
Tip poo, no injury can result to us from the interminable 
feuds of the Mabratta Empire, or from the mutual jealousy 
of the Peishwa and the Nizam* 

The connexion between the Nizam and the French is 
entirely dissolved, under circumstances which, I trust, will 
render its renewal impracticable, at least, ibr many years. 

It is certainly true, that an alliance between tbe Mahrattas 
and the French, might prove highly injurious to the British 
power in India j but it is well known, that whatever may be 
the disposition of the Mahrattas towards us, it would reqi, ire 
a most violent exercise of injustice and oppression, 01 ^ our 
part to dispose the suspicious and cautious councils of the 
Court of Poonah, to favour the progress of a French force in 
India. 

But, although we have nothing to apprehend from the 
Nizam, or from the Mahrattas, danger may still perhaps be 
apprehended from an invasion of Oude by Zamaun bhah. I 
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not disposed to undervalue this danger, but I am satisfied 
that it is less formidable now, than it has been at any former 
time* The loss of such an ally as Tip poo Sultaun, must 
materially affect the hopes of Ze maun Shall; and it is obvious, 
that although he should persist in his threatened invasion, 
our means of repelling it are greatly increased; since the 
army of Fore St. George, in a case of exigency, might now 
co-operate against JSemaun Shah with that of Bengal. Even 
during the late qlarm of invasion from Zemuun Shah, (although 
war with Tippoo Sult&un was apprehended, and <1,000 native 
volunteers with a considerable force of artillery, had been 
detached to the coast of Coromandel) we still were able to 
maintain an army of at least £0,000 men, on the frontier of 
Oude, 

The intrigues of Tippoo Sultaun among the Rajahs inha¬ 
biting the coast of Malabar, among the Poligars in the Car¬ 
natic, and among every other description of your disaffected or 
refractory subjects, were the sources of continual commotion 
within your territories, while the vicinity of the hostile fron¬ 
tier of Mysore, offered refuge and impunity to every offender 
against your authority, and to every disturber of the public 
peace. It may reasonably be expected, that the establish¬ 
ment of your influence in Mysore* will operate as a powerful 
check on the spirit of disorder in your own possessions, and 
by removing the causes of internal weakness, will enable you 
to oppose every foreign attack with greater confidence and 
vigor. 

With regard to any danger from the designs of France, 
it is evident that the probability of her making any effort to 
disturb the tranquillity of India, will he greatly diminished 
from the moment that the intelligence of Tippoo SultnunV fate 
shaft reach Europe. Perhaps it is not too sanguine a view of 
our situation, to consider the annihilation of the only native 
ally of France in India, as the final ruin of all her ambitious 
and vindictive projects against this great source of the wealth 
and power of Great Britain. The aid and co-operation of 
some native State must always be indispensably necessary to 
any European force, in attempting a serious impression on 
your possessions in India; without such aid, it seems impos¬ 
sible that any European army should be able to advance from 
the sea-coast, or even to maintain itself wherever it might 



Tantl. If however, contrary to every reasonable expectation, 
France should still persist in her projects against the peace of 
India, she will have to contend unsupported by the arms, and 
(*hat is of more importance) by the resources of any Indian 
idly, with a British army, animated by recent success, unem¬ 
barrassed either by any native enemy in Mysore, or by any 
French faction at Hyderabad, and free to act on any point 
which France might venture to as sail. 

Such appear to me to be the consequences of the late 
settlement, as they relate more immediately to the interests 
of the Honourable Company; hut it will be proper to consider 
them abb as they affect our allies. 

Although the advantages offered to the Peishwa by the 
treaty of Mysore, may not be calculated to satisfy the rapaci¬ 
ous character of the Mahratta State, it is reasonable to sup¬ 
pose, that under ail the circumstances of the case, they will 
be received as a distinguished testimony of our amicable 
disposition towards the Court of Pooimhf and that they will 
tend to appease its characteristic jealousy, if not to conciliate 
its cordial attachment 

The establishment of an Hindoo State in Mysore, with the 
restoration of the temples and endowments of that religion, 
must be grateful to the Government of Ponnah, independently 
of the advantages arising from the substitution of a power of 
the same religion, and of pacific views, in the place of an 
odious Mahommedan usurpation, scarcely less hostile to the 
Mahratta than to the British nation. 

With regard to the Nizam, his ambition would also have been 
more gratified with ait arrangement, which should have thrown 
into his hands a larger share of territory and power ; and the 
distribution of the property captured at SeringapatUm, among 
the British troops and those of his Highness, disappointed 
his private expectations of appropriating a large portion of 
that property to his own use. The solid and permanent bene¬ 
fit * however, which have resulted to bis Highness from the 
recent improvement offaiv connection with the Company, and 
particularly from the new settlement of Mysore, are so obvious 
and considerable, that they may reasonably be expected to 
overbalance any temporary disappointment of his avarice or 
ambition. The existence of his throne was saved by the des¬ 
truction of the French party at Hyderabad, in October, I7f>8. 
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formidable porver of Tippoo Sultaun, which perpetually 
menaced his Highness's possessions, and filled his Court and 
dominions with intrigues and treason, has been annihilated, 
and a friendly and allied state established in Mysore. If is 
Highness has received, a large increase of territory, revenue, 
and power; together with several important fortresses tending 
greatly to secure the tranquillity of his dominions. His ex¬ 
penses in the war have been inconsiderable; and if a, com¬ 
parison were to be instituted of the advantages accruing to 
him, and to the Company from the whole arrange meat, those 
obtained by his Highness would probably be found to pre¬ 
ponderate ; for, the danger from which lie has been delivered 
was even more imminent than that which menaced the Com¬ 
pany a possessions; and while his expenses have borne no 
proportion to ottrs, he has attained equal benefits both of 
indemnification and security. The collateral benefits derivable 
by the Company from its connexion with the Rajah of Mysore, 
will necessarily extend to the Nizam, and be scarcely less felt 
by him than by us, while he shall remain faithful to his alli¬ 
ance with the Company; and the advantages which his High¬ 
ness would receive from the proposed mediation of the Com¬ 
pany between him and the Mahratta empire, are highly 
estimated by all those who understand the interests oAhe 
Court of Hyderabad. If that mediation should fail, his 
Highness will receive an increase of territory beyond the 
amount of the proportion acquired by the Company, in the 
general partition; 1 have the satisfaction to know, that al¬ 
though bis Highness's extravagant expectations have not been 
gratified to the full extent, his most able and experienced 
counsellors are fully sensible of the extensive and solid benefits 
acquired by his Highness, under the general operation of the 
late treaties. I. am, therefore, persuaded, that his Highness’s 
just sense of the permanent interests of his state, will command 
his cot dial co-operation in the maintenance of the new set¬ 
tlement. 

The interests of the Rajah of Mysore, being identified 
with those of the Company, and the safety, prosperity, and 
honor of the Peishwa, and of the Nizam, being amply se¬ 
cured by the treaties of Hyderabad and Mysore, und by the 
subsidiary' treaty of Sering&patam; 1 entertain a confident 
expectation, that the recent settlement of the dominions of 



AHifijrjf 



THE EARL OF MORNING TON* 


,%L 


Tippdo Sultaun will prove not less durable, than I trusty it 
will be found equitable in its fundamental principles, beneficial 
in its general operation, and conformable in every point of 
view, to the liberal character of the English East India Com¬ 
pany, and to the just and moderate policy prescribed by 
parliament, for the Government of the British empire in the 
East, 

1 am, Sec. 

Morn iif ©ton* 


No- XXVII* 

The Right Hon. Henry D&mim to the Earl of Mornington. 

‘Wimbledon, I8f.li March, 1799. 

My DMK Lord, flawed at Fort William, 5th August, 1799* 

The financial state of our affairs in India, and the arrange¬ 
ment of them in future, will he the subject of official corres¬ 
pondence from the Court of Directors, by some early convey¬ 
ance ; but the present situation of the finances and commerce 
of India have suggested to my mind many important consi¬ 
derations, which I would think it wrong to withhold from you 
in the form of a private communication, as the opinions I shall 
lay before you may probably operate upon your conduct 
previous to the period when the same opinions may reach you 
in the more tedious form of despatches through the medium 
of the Court of Directors, This inode of earlier communi¬ 
cation with you is the more necessary, as 1 am aware some of 
the opinions which 1 hold will be the cause of a difference oi 
opinion among the Directors, and must ultimately bo settled 
by the authority of the Board of Control, a form of proceed- 
ing necessarily productive of delay. 

If there had been the prospect of the war coining to any 
speedy conclusion, I should not have been uneasy by the 
circumstance of a very considerable addition of the debt in 
India, for the purpose of continuing a large investment from 
an Indian capital, because from the experience I Slave already 
had in extricating their affairs under very unpromising cir¬ 
cumstances, I should have felt perfectly satisfied that a few 
years after the return of p^acc, would have sufficed, speedily, 
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to wipe off the debt which the mixfc exigencies of war anti 
commerce had created. This, however* has its bounds, for 
if the debt in India is allowed to increase so much as to be¬ 
come unwieldy and urunanageable, we are cut off from the 
means of extricating our affairs when peatie shall have re¬ 
turned. The loans, from being made in times of difficulty, 
are accomplished at an exorbitant rate of interest, and thereby 
exhaust the whole of the surplus revenues, which is to operate 
as the sinking fund for the redemption of the debt after the 
return of peace. It is the more necessary I should give a 
particular attention to these con side rat ions., because it is very 
natural for the Court of Directors to turn their eyes chiefly 
to the state of their affairs in Leadenliall-street, and both they 
and the Proprietors are flattered, by the view of sales at home, 
uncommonly large, and a swelling balance in their coffers at 
home; while, at the same time, it is obvious to every person 
who will take a comprehensive view of their affairs, that this 
flat.1ering delusion, permitted to go on for a very few years, 
would bring irretrievable ruin upon the finances of India, and 
totally disable us From maintaining there that pre-eminence 
of wealth amt power which has proved so important to the 
general interests of the British Empire. 

Viewing this subject in all its bearings, I am well aware of 
the importance of keeping up the means of a large investment 
from India. This principle is important, not only from the 
encouragement it affords to the navigation and shipping of 
the kingdom; from the addition it makes annually to the 
wealth and capital of the country, and from its being a fruit¬ 
ful source of revenue ; but in addition to all these and similar 
considerations, I mast add the necessity of auch an invest¬ 
ment, as Immediately connected with the prosperity oi our 
Indian provinces. It is to ike increased exports from India 
to Europe, that we are to attribute the in dfeme of Indian 
j prosperityt industry y population } and revenue ; and the manu¬ 
facturers of that country would be reduced to very deplorable 
circumstances if any severe check was to be given to the 
usual investment and exports from India. These considera¬ 
tions necessarily lead to the conclusion of bringing home as 
large an investment as our means will enable us to do. I sec 
no difficulty in accomplishing this, but it must be done by 
means of re sources which do not lead to the ruin of our 





finances in India, The same circumstances which hare led 
to pat the whole commerce of the world into the hands of 
this country, do operate in a proportion aide degree to extend 
beyond the example of all former times* the trade of the East 
India Company, and the produce of their sales in Leaden hall- 
street. This ought to be encouraged by every means i but 
the overflowing balance from thence arising after defraying 
their necessary burdens at home, ought to he employed in the 
purchase of bullion, to he consigned to India and China, for 
the purchase of a large and profitable investment- The 
times* from the influx of wealth into this country, are highly 
favourable to such an operation, the beneficial effects of 
which are obvious in a variety of ways. Your Lordship 
states, and all the other settlements concur in the same state* 
nient, that our Indian possessions are greatly distressed from 
the want of specie. The measure I have mentioned effectually 
removes that distress* and is likewise productive of another 
essential benefit. It is stated that the increase of the loans 
at so high a rate of interest, checks all private credit, and 
obstructs ail other pecuniary transactions; but this incon¬ 
venience would not be found, if the system I have alluded to, 
was carried into execution. 

It is with much satisfaction I observe in some of your Lord¬ 
ship’s recent despatches, that you find yourself warranted by 
tlie opinions of some of the most intelligent persons upon the 
spot, that the export of manufactures from this country may 
be considerably increased. This is certainly the most de¬ 
sirable of all resources for the supply of a commercial invest¬ 
ment from India, and it ought to have no limits* except what 
are prescribed by the pow er of selling them in India or China* 

Another commercial resource* is what can be got in India 
upon the foundation of the remittance plan* This* 1 under¬ 
stand, has likewise received a check, in consequence of the high 
rate of interest paid for the government loans in India; but 
if these loans are stopped, and the capital of the debt itself 
considerably diminished each year by the remittance plan* an 
effectural cure is administered to this inconvenience, and the 
commercial resources of the Company materially aided* with¬ 
out the necessity of extravagant loans for that purpose. 

These arc the outlines of the system which, in my opinion, 
ought to be pursued during the remainder of the war, and as 
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tiring its continuance our commerce will remain unbounded, 
and the wealth of the world continue to be collected here, no 
iiiconvemenee whatever can arise from the export of bullion 
to Indin and China ; on the contrary, I understand it would 
rather be in tins point of view, materially convenient* The 
result, therefore, of what X have stated, is that the investment 
ought not to be diminished, but kept up at its present stand¬ 
ard, and the resources for doing so are,—1st, The surplus 
revenues in India, after defraying the expense of establish¬ 
ment and the interest of debt. This fund will increase in 
proportion as the debt is diminished by tire plan of remit¬ 
tance, Sndly, By bills upon the East India Company to the 
amount of what can be got there, applicable to the reduction 
of' the capital of the debt in India. Srdly, An increased 
amount of the export of manufactures from this country, 
which generally upon an average, has been reckoned for some 
years past for India, exclusive of China, to amount to about 
five hundred thousand pounds* And lastly, a remittance of 
bullion to whatever amount may be necessary, joined to the 
above mentioned-resources, to keep up the usual investments 
from India. 

If tills system is adopted, and invariably adhered to, we 
will be enabled, without any material inconvenience, to con¬ 
tinue the war so long as our inveterate enemy shall be dis¬ 
posed, or in a condition to carry on the contest. The many 
other collateral advantages resulting from such a system* and 
connected with the prosperity and safety of India, are so 
obvious, it is unnecessary to trouble your Lordship with 
detailing them. 

Having stated all that appears to be necessary, so far as 
concerns the finances of India, and the commercial resources 
of the East India Company, as connected with their finances, 

I wish now to direct your Lordship’s attention to the trade of 
India, in a more extended point of view* 

It is notorious that at no period the capital or commercial 
powers of the East India Company have been able to embrace 
the whole, or near the whole of the wealth of India, exported 
from thence by trade to Europe. This is pieced beyond a 
doubt by a great share of the Indian trade now in the pos¬ 
session of neutral nations, a great part of which rests upon 
the capital and fortune of the servants of the East India 
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4<5bmpany. Your Lordslup will recollect that at the time X 
introduced the proposition for renewing the Charter of the 
East India Company, I endeavoured to remedy this obvious 
absurdity by obliging the East India Company to allot a 
certain proportion of tonnage to the purposes of private 
trade. They agreed to it with reluctance, and it is so ma¬ 
naged as to render the provision almost illusory. I need not 
enumerate to your Lordship the causes which have rendered 
it of no avail. They appear in the applications made to the 
Government of India by the resident traders in India, and are 
recorded in the correspondence between,the Board of Trade 
and Supreme Council in India, so that they must be perfectly 
familiar to your Lordship. In truth, there is no remedy for 
this evil but two—1st, Alluring the trade of India to resort to 
the port of London, hy diminishing the expenses of doing so. 
The Slid is. By authorising the Government of India to 
license the appropriation of India-built shipping to the pur¬ 
pose of bringing home that Indian trade , which the means 
and capital of the East India Company is unable to //ring 
home. The first of those ways will, I trust, be effectuated 
by the Bill which Mr. Pitt has agreed to introduce for the 
reduction of the duties upon imports from India, and the 
second must be accomplished by giving to the Government 
in India that authority to license India-built shipping, to 
which I have already alluded. 

This last measure will, 1 take it for granted, undergo much 
discussion before it can be carried into execution, but it must 
he carried. The whole weight of the shipping interest will 
be opposed to such a proposition, under a most false and 
erroneous idea that it is prejudicial to their interests. No¬ 
thing but ignorance of the subject could lead them to enter¬ 
tain such an idea. They made an attempt to accomplish it 
by inflaming the interests of the ship carpenters in the river 
Thames, at the time of the general mutiny in the navy. It 
was an unhandsome proceeding upon their part, and was 
resisted by me in a letter I then addressed to the principal 
ship builders in the river. I do not know whether they did 
not choose to answer it, or whether they found it to be unan¬ 
swerable j but I ne\er received any reply to it. I have often 
thought upon the subject since, and the more I have thought 
upon it, the more I am convinced of the truth of every propo- 
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rition which that letter contains; I send you a copy of it,* 
and you may rest assured, that no exertion shall he wanting 
on my part speedily to introduce into practice the system 
detailed in that letter. 

It hnot reached me in any authentic form, but I am 
Credibly informed that your Lordship, upon the application 
of tl ie resident traders in India, has authorized a number of 
India-built ships to be taken up, for the purpose of bringing 
borne the surplus' trade of India, I hope the information is 
true, both because it is a measure of much wisdom, and bo 
cause it will bring the point directly to issue, and you need 
not be under any apprehension as to the result of it. 

Although, from the influence I cave stated, there may he a 
contest in the Court of Directors ruth regard to the subject 
last mentioned, I do not believe there will be any material 
objection offered against any of the other measures I have 
had occasion to treat of in this letter; indeed, one loading 
principle has already been acted upon to a considerable extent, 
for the Court of Directors have already sent out to India, 
bullion to the amount of iJ759,^26, and they have it in con¬ 
templation to send more. In short, I make no doubt of their 
being induced to send out what is requisite for the accom¬ 
plishment of the commercial plan, I have detailed in the course 
of this letter, 

I have nothing further to trouble you with at present. It 
is only necessary for me to remind you, that although the 
opinions I have laid before you, rest for the present merely 
upon the footing of a private unofficial communication, l trust 
they, or the substance of them, will speedily be conveyed to 
you in due official form. 


I remain, my dear Lord, 

Youriia very faithfully, 

Henry Dun das, 


See Appendix. 
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The Right Me®, Henry Dundw, to the Enrt ff Mormngtoiu 

T Whitehall, 21 si March, 1799, 

My dear Lord, [Received at Fort William, 6th August, 1799,] 

By this conveyance I have troubled your Lordship with a 
despatch* on the general xsystem of alliance* which we ought 
to pursue with a view to the security of our Indian posses¬ 
sions, and likewise with a despatch on the subject of our 
Indian finance and commerec.f In the present letter, I wish 
to bring under your view n tew' observations on the interior 
administration of our different settlements. 

On the subject of Bengal, I have much satisfaction in feel 
log that I have occasion to say very little. The wi^u system 
adopted during Lord Cornwallis's administration* and to 
which I make no doubt you will adhere, leaves me no mason 
to apprehend any real danger to the wealth and resources of 
the Valuable provinces under your immediate administration, 

I think, for the last two years I have observed, that the 
arrears of land revenue were somewhat larger than the] 
used to he j I trust this lias been owing to some accident, and 
not to any defect in the system of permanent security given 
to the landowners of India. Among the many other import 
taut benefits expected to arise from that beneficent plan* a 
prominent one was the regularity in payment of the stipulated 
jumma, and nothing has ever occurred to me, or been stated 
to"me which]!)ad a tendency to lessen the prospect or that 
be n o fit]resu 1 tin g from it. I could not however, refrain from 
bringing the circumstance to which I have referred, immedi¬ 
ately under your view. 

As we have limited the extent of hind revenue in India, by 
the measure of a permanent settlement, it has sometimes oc¬ 
curred to me to reflect, that the principles which led to the 
adoption of thafsystein, naturally opened a prospect of other 
sources of revenue, in so far as it entitled us to expect au 
increase of the wealth, industry and population of the country. 
Every circumstance which has since happened, has led to the 
conviction that these effects have been produced by it. The 
encrearing produce of the revenue on salt, opium and spirit- 
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ous liquors, all tend to corroborate this observation, I wish 
therefore to direct your attention to consider, and report to 
me, liow fat m your opinion, there is, either in the articles I 
have mentioned, or in any others of a similar nature, ally 
prospect of raising more revenue on articles of general, 
consumption among the nati ves of India, This can never be 
attempted but with a perfect consideration to their happiness 
and content; and l am likewise aware that a people whose 
wants are very limited and simple, clo not present to their 
Government the same various objects of taxation, which exist 
in other countries differently circumstanced* It appears 
however, to he a point worthy your consideration, if possible, 
at all times to insure a revenue in India, equal to all the 
exigencies, not only of our expensive establish me nts, but for 
the payment of a tribute to this country, through the medium 
of a beneficial and decreasing commerce* 

The circumstance connected with the Government of Ben* 
gab to which one can look with the least confidence is the 
:dtuatron of Oude, I trust the late arrangements made by 
Lord Teignmouth, may enable your Lordship to give further 
napw-ement to this essential part of guv system* J have 
nothing very minute to suggest; all I have to say, is compre¬ 
hended under two general heads* The first is, a just and pure 
administration hy the Vizier of his own country, in which is 
comprehended an accurate collection of Ins real revenues, and 
an economical expenditure of them. The second is, that he 
could be induced to keep up an efficient military establish¬ 
ment for the security of bis own, and our frontier* This 
object never can be accomplished, but by diaper sing his use¬ 
less rabble, and forming an army to be kept up and disciplined 
under ohr immediate snperinteodance. 

Respecting the affairs of the Coromandel coast, I had so 
full a communication with you before your departure, it is not 
necessary to add much more at present, I think for some 
time past the interior administration of affairs there, have 
considerably impro ved* Their revenues are encreasing, their 
estimates are made with more accuracy, and their accounts 
are kept much more regularly than they used to be ; and I 
have a perfect reliance on the assiduity, talents and integrity 
of Lord Clive, that the improvement will he progressive* 
Our chief difficulties in the administration of the Carnatic, 
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Vu T e, first—the anomalous connection in which we .stand with 
the Nabob of Arcot. Secondly, a similar inconvenience 
attending the Government of Tanjore. Thirdly, the insubor¬ 
dination and distractions so frequently prevalent in the north¬ 
ern Cirears. 

The double Government existing in the Carnatic has long 
been felt as a serious calamity to that country, it enfeebles 
the natural resources of the country, and above all, tends to 
continue that system of intrigue and consequent corruption 
which has been imputed to the Madras Government so much 
more than to our other settlements. It is singular to remark, 
that the country of Oude is the other part of India, where 
the purity of the Company's servants has been most suspected, 
and that the same circumstance of a double government lias 
always been assigned as the cause. Consistently with our 
treaties with the Nabob of Arcot, we cannot at present ma¬ 
terially meliorate his government, hut must wait favourable 
opportunities, and embrace such means of conciliation and 
attention to him, as ave most likely to accomplish this desirable 
object. We must lay our account with being at all times ob¬ 
structed in our views, by that corruption and intrigue to which I 
have referred. N otliing will counteract it but a pure and steady 
government, acting instantaneously against, any of the Com¬ 
pany’s servants, who may be detected in those practices. 
Lord Hobart's administration was characterized by a very 
laudable spirit in this respect, and you cannot doubt, that the 
same purity and spirit will actuate the conduct of Lord Clive, 
who will have the additional advantage of the newly-esta¬ 
blished judicature to aid him in the punishment, of those 
offenders. I have always thought however much it lias been 
the fashion to clamour against it, that the Supreme Judicature 
at Calcutta, has had very beneficial effects in preserving the 
purity of the servants under that, presidency. 

The affairs of Tanjore are more simple in their nature, and 
less complicated “in their administration, f t is exposed in a 
certain degree, to the same inconveniences which have been 
injurious to the government of the Carnatic; but from the 
recent transactions which have taken place there, and from 
the feelings of gratitude which.appear to operate on the mind 
of the Itajah, I flatter myself he will be inclined more and 
more, to listen to the admonitions of our government, to whose 
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power and justice he i$ indebted for Ms situation. If those 
sentiments regulate hi* conduct, our part is simple and easy; 
me have nothing to ask of him, hat a pure and virtuous ad¬ 
ministration of the affairs of his country, the effects of which 
will he equally felt by him and us, in the respective interests 
we have in the prosperity of Tanjore. 

The northern Circarfe have certainly never produced to ns 
those advantages which the extent of the country, and the 
fertility of the soilin many parts, entitle us to expect. 1 
know not to what cause to attribute it, but the inhabitants of 
some of its higher parts seem to be in a state of very uncivil 
lifted society, and this can only he gradually removed by a 
steady, just and vigorous government. We must not too 
rapidly apply to that part of our possessions the same prin¬ 
ciples of government, which have been wisely applied to the 
more civilized Provinces of Bengal. I believe the same obser¬ 
vations may to a considerable degree be made, with regard to 
some parts of the Cirears, that I shall immediately bring under 
your view, with regard to the Malabar Provinces. 

From the situation of the countries in our possession, on 
the Coast of Malabar, they are calculated to be either a great 
security, or a great annoyance to our power in India; and 
whether they shall be one or the other, depends much on the 
manner in which they are managed. 

I remain, my dear Lord, 
Your’s most faithfully, 
Henry Dun das. 


No. XXIX, 

The Etirl oj Mormngimi, to the Honourable Jonathan Duncan. 

Sir, Fort St George, 5th August, 1799. 

The annual menace of Zemaim Shah's invasion of libidos- 
tan having recently been renewed, I think it necessary to take 
immediate measures, with a view to impose an effectual check 
upon the designs of that Prince. Although the zeal and 
ability which Mekdi Alii Khan has shewn in conducting the 
negotiations committed to his charge merit commendation, 
yet he has manifested so much indiscretion throughout his 
conduct, that I cannot think him a proper person to be en¬ 
trusted with the sole management of measures of so important 
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_delicate u nature, as those which ! have it in contemplation 

to adopt at prcscrv. at. the Court of Persia, or eventually at 
that, of Cabal. At fth« same time, I am for from wishing to 
subject Mehiii Alii Khan to any disgrace, or oven to with¬ 
hold from him a suitable reward for the services he lias ren¬ 
dered; but I think it necessary to apprize you, that with a 
view to the object before adverted to, I have determined fo 
send a gentleman on an embassy to Baba K.lnui, and eventually 
to Zeumun Shah. Mehiii Alii Khan's local knowledge and 
address may render him useful, and, therefore, I think it 
advisable that he should he directed to consider himself 
under the orders of the gentleman who may ho deputed. 
The gentleman whom I have selected for this duty, is Cap¬ 
tain John Malcolm, Assistant to the Resident at Hyderabad, 
in whose abilities, knowledge, activity and integrity .1 repose 
the utmost confidence. He will be directed to receive a con¬ 
siderable part of his instructions from you, anil will make all 
his equipments at Bombay, whither lie will proceed in the 
course of a few days. 

As 1 expect the best effects from the mere promulgation of 
this measure, I have resolved to make the embassy quite 
public. Upon the whole of this subject, it is my intention to 
write to you more particularly hereafter. 

I am, &c. 

MotiNTlNfiTOh. 


No* XXX 

Spencer Smithy finq. to the Ear! of Mornington, 

My to It D, Con stan t in ople, 241 h A ugTi&t, 179^- 

I am too much lettered by your Lordship’s reception of 
my past correspondence, and assurances of reciprocity, not 
to endeavour to cultivate a commerce, of which the balance 
must be so vastly to my advantage. It is rot, however, easy 
for me to find a moment free from interruption for private 
scribbling, in a climate which lias rendered me a voletudina- 
riau, and at a post where I have more than enough to do 
was I in health; your Lordship will therefore appreciate the 
goodness of my intentions accordingly. 

What I have done in point of political cooperation, is suffi- 
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ifntly stated in my correspondence with the Presidency of 
Bombay for me to pass that topic over here; ay indeed I may 
such articles of public intelligence as enter into my letters to 
Mr* Manesty, which of course reach you by ricochet . 

I have just received most interesting letters of about a 
month old from Sir William Hamilton and. Lord Nelson, who, 
with the King of the j km Sicilies (as he is become again) and 
Mr* Acton, were all together on board the Foudroyant in the 
Bay of Naples, settling the new government. 

The Admiral arrived there most fortunately in time to annul 
a disgraceful treaty on foot between the enemy and Cardinal 
Buffo, and to save the King’s lion our by rejecting with dis¬ 
dain any terms but unconditional submission within a very 
limited number of hours on the part of rebels* So that w hite 
the French in the castle of St* Elmo were enticed by a decent 
capitulation (which I forward to Buss ora) the rebels in the 
castles Nuopo and (fell' Uovo came out without any honours; 
the principals were seized, and conducted on board the ships 
of the squadron, and their accomplices confined in fourteen 
transports under our guns. And thus John Bull fights al¬ 
most alone on one element for the common cause, and reco¬ 
vers kingdoms for sovereigns, who by following half measures 
have been kicked out of them by a set of thieves* 

An express was just arrived (on 05th past) at Naples from 
Tuscany, Mr. Wyndham was returned to Florence, and that 
once happy country was again free from French tyranny* as 
well as Lucca# F. M* Sowvarof, after beating Messieurs 
Macdonald, Moreau, and Go*, on the 17th, ISth, 19th and 
£Gth, was advancing to Genoa* Mantua surrendered on or 
about the 05th* The Arch Duke Charles was at Zurich, 
with his left communicating with the Field Marshal s right 
over the Alps, whose summit between Bernard and Got hard 
was occupied by a central army under General Bellegarde, 
aiming at' turning Masseim by the Valais, and Mont Blanc. 

So much for terrafirrna. In the Mediterranean* Lord St* 
Vincent, laying with a single ship of the line at Gibraltar, has 
had the mortification of seeing the combined fleets, (>l sail 
of the line, paa^ him to the westward on the 9th past, and 
only able to precede them by a privateer 94 hours to Portu¬ 
gal, and by another privateer who met Lord Keith with 85 
sail ofl lvica on the 14th, who immediately tei out after them* 
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brother, after the siege of Acre* and re victual ling at 
Cyprus, returned to the const of Egypt on the J&th of July, 
just in time to throw himself into the castle &f jfvtiuMr, which 
the Turks had stormed on the 16th* where he was preparing 
for a second edition (but rather more offensive) of his heron* 
lean labours in Syria. 

The siege of Acre forms such an epoclva in the annals of 
these times* that } regret my want of leisure to keep pace 
with events, and givo that heroic achievement a more distinct 
place in my historical correspondence* far independent of my 
fraternal feelings upon that point. No one as a .minister and 
a man can hotter judge of its salutary influence in the com¬ 
mon cause. Hatl Acre fallen* Constantinople would have 
tottered; Vienna felt the shock, and Europe, as Buonaparte 
himself elegantly expresses it* u prim par Us reins,'' 

I have the honour to be, 

My dear Lord, 

your faithful Servant, 
Spencer Smith. 


No. XXXL 

r rhn Earl of Morning ton to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort St‘ George, Sept. 3d, 1711^. 

Since the date of my last separate letter to your Honour¬ 
able Court of the 3d of August,* few occurrences have hap¬ 
pened of sufficient importance to be communicated by the 
present despatch. But as a considerable part of the army 
still remains hi Mysore, and as some detachments of it have 
been actively employed, not w ir h s tanding th c happy terruina¬ 
tion of the war, it may not he unacceptable to you that 1 
should review the cause and nature of the operations in which 
the army lias been engaged since, the date of my last letter. 

It might have been expected that, in the complete settle¬ 
ment of Mysore, some difficulties would arise from the at¬ 
tempts of the various Poiigars and others who bad. been 


* See ip* 7^. 
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TfisposBessecl by Hytlev All K.hau ancl Tippoo Sultfiun. Tlvo 
r*arly settlement of the country, however, has not been mate¬ 
rially delayed by any resistance 1 of this nature. It has, how¬ 
ever, been' somewhat impeded by the endeavours of a few of 
the commandants of the principal fortresses to obtain an un¬ 
reasonable price for their submission, and of others to favour 
(by a demonstration of an intention to resist) their retreat 
with the plunder which they had found means to collect. It 
is to be imputed to one of these causes that the Fort of Gur- 
rtmieoncinli did not surrender to the British detachment by 

* -> 1 -n. a . T ^ f. . * . T 1 


which it w ns surrounded on behalf of the IKittaiiij until it had 


been seriously threatened ; find that Lieut*-Colonel Bowser 
vrm actually obliged to breach one of the lower walla of the 
fortress of booty before his HigtmeW garrison was admitted. 
The refusal of the Ketladar of Jemaulabad (the only place of 
considerable strength m Oanata) to submit to the British 
Government is to lie imputed to a similar cause* but that 
pi;ice will certainly be reduced as soon avs the state of the 
season in Can am vv ill admit of the march of a sufficient force 
against it; tin event which may be expected to have taken 
place within the course of the month of August 

The only impediment of any importance to the speedy and 
quiet settlement of the whole of the country assigned to the 
Rajah of Mysore by the partition treaty, haft proceeded from 
some disturbances which have arisen in the province of Red~ 
nore, but which are now happily, quelled. 

A partisan of the name of Dhoondk, originally in the ser^ 
vice of the Pafcnn State of Savsmore (or Shanoor) having 
committed various depredations on the territories of Tippoo 
Sultaun, had incurred the resentment of that Prince, Tippoo 
Sultaun having contrived to secure the person of Dhootidia, 
compelled him to conform to the Mahoinmedait faith, and 
afterwards employed him in military service; but, father de* 
meeting him in some treacherous projects, or suspecting hh 
fidelity, the Sultann confined him in irons at Seringapatam 
some tunc previous to the commencement ot the late war. 
From this situation he was released, together with several 
other prisoners; by the inconsiderate htimanity of the British 
troops on the kh of May. He immediately "fled from Serin- 
gapatmn, anti being joined by a few of the SiUalidar cavdry of 
Tippoo Sultaun’s disbanded army, took the direction of Bed- 
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note, in his way to which province his force received some 
augmentation, some of the principal Asoplm and Jyiiladavs in 
Bednore betrayed their trusts tu him; and in this manner 
many of the principal places of the district had fallen into his 
hands before it was in the power of Lieut.-General Harris to 
detach from the army a sufficient force to act against him. 
In the meanwhile Dhoondia, had kid the rich country of 
Bedaore under severe contributions, which lie exacted with 
the most unrelenting cruelty, perpetrating throughout the 
province the most atrocious acts of rapine and murder. 

At length a light corps of cavalry and native infantry, 
under the command of Lieu ten an t-Colone I Janies Dairy mple 
of the Madras establishment, moved against Dhoondia from 
ChitteMrpOg on the 21st of July, and overtook a party of his 
banditti, consisting of about 250 horse and 400 infantry. 
The shocking cruelties which these plunderers had recently 
committed rendered it necessary to make a severe example \ 
it was, therefore, determined to refuse them quarter, for the 
purpose of deterring others from similar enormities, 

Dhoondia having crossed the Tungbuddra, Hurrylmr, a 
fort on the eastern bank of that river, wa^ taken on the 30th 
of July by a division of Colonel Dahymple a detachment. 

While Lieutenant-Colonel Dalrymple attacked this banditti 
on one side. Colonel Stevenson was advancing into Bednore 
in another direction, at the head of a light force, composed 
also of native cavalry and infantry. On the 31st of July 
Colonel Stevenson crossed the Tungbuddra, and advancing 
against Simoga, took that place by assault on the 8th of 
August- On the same day the fort of floor nelly, situated on 
the western bank of the Tungbuddra, was taken in the same 
manner by the detachment under the command of Lieut** 
Colonel Dalrymple, 

Both detachments having now effected the passage of the 
Tungbuddra, it was determined to make- a combined attack 
on the camp of Dhoondia, which occupied a strong position 
near the town and fort of Shikar poor. Accordingly Lieut,- 
Colonel Dalrymple, on ibe 17th of August, charged Dhoon- 
dia’s cavalry, and drove them with considerable loss into a 
rtver situated in their rear* Our infantry at the same time 
attacked the fort of Shikarpoor, and carried it by assault; 
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hootidia escaped by means of a boat prepared for the 
occasion. 

Colonel Steven a on (the progress of whose detachment bad 
been impeded by difficult roads) now arrived and assumed, 
as senior officer, the command of the united detachments, 
and immediately pursued Dhoondia so closely as to compel 
him to take refuge in the Mahratta territory, within the 
limits of which Colonel Stevenson, on the &0th of August, 
saw him encamp with the remnant of his banditti, which it 
would have been easy for Colonel Stevenson to have taken 
or destroyed had he been at liberty to pass beyond the boun¬ 
dary of the Mahratta dominion* But my particular orders 
having strictly prohibited any violation of the frontier of the 
Mahratta empire. Colonel Stevenson, with great judgment 
and discretion, halted his army on the line of the boundary, 
and signified to the Mahratta officer of the adjoining district 
that the respect of the British Government for the rights of 
the Mahratta State precluded the further progress of their 


army* 

As Dhoondia had, on several occasions, by acts of robbery 
and murder, rendered himself extremely obnoxious to the 
Mahrattas, there is no danger of their affording him an 
asylum in opposition to the remonstrances of the British 
Government; and I have received accounts from Colonel 
Stevenson that Dhoondia Punt Ghoklah, a chief commanding 
a division of the Peishwa’s army, had plundered Dhoondia’s 
camp within a few hours after it had been pitched within the 
territory of the Mahrattas, had carried away all his elephants, 
camels, bullocks, and guns, and entirely deprived him of the 
means of future depredation. The province of Bedrlore will 
be completely delivered from the banditti which had acted 
under .Dhoondiifs command, for, although they continued to 
retain some posts in the country at the period ot his flight, 
those posts will certainly he evacuated on the approach of 
the British troops. 

I think it my duty to request the particular attention of 
yom 1 Honourable Court to the judicious and spirited conduct 
displayed during the late operations against Dhoondia, as well 
by Colonel Stevenson ashy Lieutenant-Colonel Dalrympb; 
and I am persuaded it will be satisfactory to your I lonourable 
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to observe the great activity and energy which has 
marked this movement of the troops within so short a period 
after their late brilliant successes, and in the midst of a sea¬ 
son of the year which has hitherto been supposed to render 
military operations impracticable. 

LieutcnantrGener al Harris, with the main body of the 
army, had advanced to the eastern bank of the Tungbuddrii 
to the support of the detachments under Colonel Stevenson 
and Colonel Dalrymple. Judging, however, that it was no 
longer necessary after the dispersion of Dhoondia's followers, 
and after the flight of their leader, to detain the army in 
Mysore lie immediately determined to form the subsidiary 
detachment for the permanent protection of Mysore, and to 
rec&l the remainder of the forces into the Carnatic. Having 
made his arrangements for this purpose, and left the honour¬ 
able Colonel Wellesley in command of the troops which arc 
to remain in Mysore, General Harris quitted the army on the 
£5th of August at Hoondly, and arrived here on the 30th 
following. X am now occupied with him in making the neces¬ 
sary arrangements for the general distribution of the troops 
into garrison and cantonments. 

I have availed myself of the opportunity of my residence 
at this Presidency to enter into the consideration of various 
brandies of its internal Government, and ife is my intention, 
with the assistance of Lord Clive, to take early measures for 
the improvement of the administration of your affairs in this 
quarter. 

As I was on the point of dosing this despatch, accounts 
reached me from the army in Mysore, purporting that the 
fortress of Bednore, and every other place of any consequence 
in that province, were in the possession of the Company's 
troops, and that tranquillity was every where established* 


I have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest respect, 
your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Mqrnington* 
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The Enrt 0/ M&rnington to Colonel Pdmer, fteMeni at PoonaL 
Sir, FortWi Ilium, Sej>t Hit'll, 1799. 

I recoiled your letter of the 28th of August on my arrival 
yesterday at tins Presidency* 

It mo uId bo useless to speculate oti the probable motives 
which have governed the conduct of the Peishwa in the 
course of the late negotiation, X shall content myself for the 
present with observing, that I have from the commencement 
of it entertained considerable doubts of hk sincerity. 

I desire you will immediately inform the Peisliwa and Nana 
Ftmiavese that 1 consider all negotiation on the basis of the 
treaty of Mysore to be concluded ; but that, although I deeply 
regret his Highness 1 s rejection of an arrangement, which had 
no other object than the improvement of the friendship and 
alliance subsisting between the three States, and which was 
at least as much calculated to promote the interests of the 
Peishwa as those of the Company and the Nizam, I do not 
feel any diminution of my amicable disposition towards his 
Highness, 

You will further apprize the Court of Poonah that, con¬ 
formably to the stipulations of the treaty of Mysore, the 
Company's Government will proceed immediately, in conceit 
with bis Highness the Nizam, to a division of the reserved 
territory, I rely with confidence that his Highness will take 
effectual means to prevent any of the officers of Ins Govern¬ 
ment from attempting to interrupt, in any degree, the execu¬ 
tion of tins measure j and that he will compel them to respect 
the rights of the Company and the Nizam in their recent 
acquisitions on the side of the Mahmtta frontier, with the 
same solicitude which the Company s Government invariably 
manifests to respect the rights of all its neighbours. 

You will also inform the Peisliwa that, although he has 
not thought proper to accede to the treaty of Mysore, I am 
not on that account less confident that he will perceive the 
necessity and propriety of causing all Ids subjects, of every 
description, to abstain, with the utmost care, from trespassing 
in any manner on the territories of the Rajah of.My sore* The 



WWIiTjy 



COLONEL PALMER. 


Sl 


mshwa is already generally apprized of the union of inte¬ 
rests subsisting between the Company and that Rajah: but it 
may he proper to inform him further, that the Company are 
bound to defend the Rajah's territories against all powers 
without exception. 

While I wish you to continue to cultivate the best possible 
understanding with the Court of Poonali, I must desire you 
to refrain carefully from any interference in the disputes 
which are now likely to he revived between Bajee Bad and 
Dowlut Rfto Scindiah. You are never either to invite or 
encourage any renewal of the late negotiation; but to reply 
to every attempt of that nature, that your instructions permit 
you merely to transmit to me any propositions of that ten¬ 
dency which maybe made to you* 

I am, &c, &c* 

Mornington. 


No, XXXIII, 

Genera l Ordei'—Pablh Department 

Fort William, 17th September, 17S®» 
The Governor-General has great satisfaction in resuming 
his seat in Council at this presidency in recording his sense 
of the zealous co-operation which he experienced during his 
absence, from his Excellency the Honourable the Vice-pre¬ 
sident in council, in the prosecution of the late war against 
Tippoo Sultaun, and particularly in the prom) t despatch of 
the extensive and important supplies of money, grain, and 
other Articles which were required from Bengal for Tic use 
of the anny destined to act against Mysore. 


No. XXXIV. 

The Earl of Morning ton to the Might Hon. Henry I)mda$. 

My dear Sir, Fort William* 22nd Sept, ember, 17$!?. 

I embarked from Fort St* George on the 5th instant, and 
arrived here on the 14th following, after a pleasant and fa¬ 
vourable passage. 

At the time of my departure from Fort St. George the 





THE BAM, OF MORNfNGTOi^ ? TO 




state 0 / affairs irt Mysore was perfectly satisfactory. Gene¬ 
ral Harris hail arrived at tlie Presidency from the array to the 
charge of which Colonel Wellesley had succeeded. 

Soon after my arrival at this place I learned from Poonah 
the failure of the negotiation which I had directed to be 
opened with the Peishwa on the basis of the partition Treaty 
' of Mysore. It was broken off ostensibly upon the article re¬ 
specting the exclusion of foreigners from the service and do¬ 
minions of the Peishwa; to this article the Peishwa would 
not assent, excepting under limitations, which would have 
defeated my object in the stipulation. 1 am not satisfied that 
the ostensible was the real cause of the failure of the treaty; 
S suspect either that the Peishwa lias been insincere through¬ 
out the negociation, or that Scimliah has contrived to influ¬ 
ence the Peishwa against the measure. In consequence of 
this event I have adopted immediate measures for dividing 
the reserved territory between the Company and the Nizam 
conformably to the stipulations of the 2nd separate article of 
the treaty of Mysore. 

Although this issue of the late negociation is unfavourable 
to my design of acquiring such an influence at the Court of 
Poonah as should enable me effectually to hold the balance 
between the Peishwa and the Nizam, I apprehend no other 
serious disadvantage from it. The Peishwa will probably re¬ 
gret the loss of a considerable territory which he might have 
acquired on terms, not only moderate and just, but highly 
beneficial to him ; ami he will view with jealousy the transfer 
of that territory to the hands of the Company and of the Ni¬ 
zam. But however his perverse temper may incline him to 
overlook the reason or justice of the question between us, 
the consciousness of his own weakness, and of our strength, 
affords us ample security against any rupture with the State 
of Poonah on this occasion. I consider the same argument 
to be equally applicable to the probable conduct of Dowlut 
Poo Scindiah. Before my departure for Port St. George I 
had placed the affairs ofTanjore in such a train as will lead, 
f trust, to a speedy and favourable settlement. I left in 
Cord Clive's hands my plan of a new arrangement in the form 
of a treaty,* which was to be immediately proposed to the 


* See Appendix. 
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Rajah. The leading principle and object of this treaty h to 
secure an ample provision for,the Rajah, and to rest the go¬ 
vernment of the country exclusively In the Company. 

i ordered die preliminary, steps towards the introduction 
of a system of judicature and definite settlement of revenue 
into the Company's possessions on the coast, and into the 
ceded and conquered districts to be taken at Fort St. George; 
and I am now employed hi forming the details of the plan 
which 1 hope to transmit to Fort St. George in the course of 
a few weeks. 

Vizier All having effected his escape to Jynagur, has been 
placed under personal restraint at my desire, by the Rajah 
of that place, who, I hope, will soon deliver the assassin into 
iny hands, 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that I have received 
accounts which seem entitled to credit, that Zemaun Shah 
has been under the necessity of moving towards Herat for 
the purpose of defending his dominions against the revolt of 
Ilia brother Mahomed Shah, at id an invasion threatened from 
Persia. This danger the mission of Captain Malcolm to the 
court of Baba Khan, will, I trust, serve to confirm and aug¬ 
ment; and in the mean while I hope to be able to effect sueh 
a reform of the Nabob Vizier’s military establishments as shall 
afford us a reasonable degree of security against any future 
attempts which may be made by the Shah to disturb the 
peace of India. I have already commenced my operations at 
Lucknow for this purpose with a fair prospect of success. 

Before I left Madras the finances of mat presidency bad 
reached a point of prosperity, unexampled at that presidency 
since 1798; and I ha,ye now the satisfaction to inform you 
that the condition of the finances of Bengal, notwithstanding 
the heavy demands to which our resources have been sub¬ 
jected, is daily improving. 

I remain, my dear Sir, &c* &e, 
Mornington. 
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No* XXXV. 

Mujor-Gmcrat Sir J. H. Cmky to the Earl of MorningUn. 

Mv Lord, Cnwnpare, 25th September, 1/29, 

1 beg to offer to your Lordship my compliments of con¬ 
gratulation on your safe return to the Presidency* 

The serves that have been rendered to the national in¬ 
terests in these parts by the decided energy of your Lord¬ 
ship’s administration, are too conspicuous not. to be acknow¬ 
ledged by all, while the benefits derived from them are of too 
solid a nature not to inspire a general sense of gratitude in 
the public mind, and the testimonies of their sentiments, 
which will no doubt be offered to your Lordship, have cer¬ 
tainly never stood upon a fairer foundation than upon this 
occasion* 

Amongst others, 1 find that it has not been uncustomary 
for the officers at the different stations in this country to 
offer their sentiments by a public address, *ind I see by the 
public papers that one of my colleagues in command has 
already stood forward in the present instance, I am igno¬ 
rant how far the example may have been followed by other 
stations * but 1 think myself called on to request of your 
Lordship, that if the station under my command is appa¬ 
rently backward upon the occasion, your Lordship will not 
attribute it to our not joining most cordially in the general 
sense of ail miration and gratitude, or to our not feeling every 
inclination to manifest our respectful attention to your Lord¬ 
ship, by means that we conceive to be proper in our situa~ 
tion* 

The truth is, that I have had so many occasions of very 
publicly expressing my decided opinion on this subject, (and 
that long before it would be foreseen that an occasion would 
so soon occur, which if any occasion can do so, would war¬ 
rant the practice,) that I imagine no one here will think it a 
proper step to propose it* My idea is, that military ad¬ 
dresses are highly improper in every point of view* If we 
assume the right of expressing our approbation of the con¬ 
duct of our superiors, we have at all times equally the power 
of marking our disapprobation at least by withholding any 
testimony of the former sentiment; and from thus passing 
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^Sfjudgment on the actions of those with whom the direc¬ 
tion of the affairs- of Government rests, I should think it not 
improbable, at last, that we might be brought to think that we 
could manage them better ourselves. 

But, exclusive of the impropriety and iudece?iey of this 
assumption towards our superiors, and not adverting to the 
danger to which 1 have alluded, and which must, at least, be 
looked upon as possible I confess, my Lord, that being en¬ 
tirely a soldier of the old-school; I cannot but consider all 
deliberation in any public assembly of an army, as subversive 
of every idea of discipline and sub ordination. If I call toge¬ 
ther the officers under my command, and submit a proposi¬ 
tion to their consideration, it is inconsistent with every notion 
of justice that they should not enjoy full liberty of discussion, 
and I should feel extremely mortified, and should consider 
myself as having voluntarily stepped into a situation highly 
unbecoming my station, and equally militating against my 
duty to the service were I to find myself involved in a poli¬ 
tical opposition with some of the unthinking, hot-beaded 
boys which abound in every army. 

This opinion of mine, in relation to the propriety of officers 
as such, in a body, expressing their sentiments on public oc¬ 
casions, Is very well known here, and it is supported by all 
the old arid respectable officers, who view the subject pre¬ 
cisely in the same light that I do. It is indeed on their ac¬ 
count, my Lord, that 1 take the liberty of intruding the sub¬ 
ject on your Lordship. My own sentiments I trust your 
Lordship will do justice to, but 1 am anxious that your Lord- 
ship should know that it is solely on grounds of what they 
conceive to lie their duty, that the higher ranks of the officers 
of the station under my command think themselves obliged 
to abstain from offering any public testimony of what they 
individually feel on the occasion. 


I have the honour to he 

Your Lordships most faithful 

and obedient humble servant, 

J. JL Ckaig 


[For an answer to this letter see page 12o.] 
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No. XXXVI 

f Morning ton tv the Right HomurMaLari Clive. 

Mt Dear Lord, October 2, i/>!t 

The latest intelligence from Mysore indicates a disposition 
on the part of Purseram Bhow to form a closer connexion 
with the English authorities in that country than appears to 
be necessary for the mere purpose of cultivating that degree 
of good understanding which it is expedient to maintain with 
all contiguous states. 

The general character* recent condition, and actual situa¬ 
tion of Purseram Bhow, combined with the distracted situa¬ 
tion of the Mahratta Empire render it extremely probable 
that this ambitious chieftain should be desirous of strength¬ 
ening his political position by obtaining the countenance and 
support of tire British government unexpectedly established 
on the borders of his territory. 

Although I am not satisfied either with the particular con¬ 
duct of Bajee Row, or with the general system of Mahratta 
affairs \ and although the course of events might render 
the active friendship of Purseram Bhow useful, our national 
character and policy, require that we should discourage any 
advances from feudatories of the Mahratta Empire of a na¬ 
ture hostile to the Peishwa’s authority. 

Your ..Lordships will perceive that this degree of reserve 
will not preclude such an intercourse between our officers, 
civil and military, in Mysore, and those of the bordering 
Mahratta States (whether Purseram Bhow or any other) 
as may appeal' necessary to the maintenance of good under¬ 
standing, and useful in the adjustment of those differences 
which frequently arise upon the borders of contiguous states* 
In confining our correspondence with the officers of the se¬ 
veral Mahratta powers within these limits, ray object is to 
avoid any step which might furnish a just ground of jealousy 
to the Peishwa, and at the same time to preserve such a 
degree of. communication with his feudal chiefs on the bor¬ 
ders as may be occasionally unproved to any extent which 
we may find expedient* 

Although the apparent disposition of the persons in authority 
at the Mahratta frontier at present affords a reasonable hope 
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they yyUI not countenance any violation of the territories of 
the Company or of the Rajah of Mysore, it is proper to pro¬ 
vide against the contingency of a change of Iheir disposition* 
With this view it is necessary that orders should be sent to 
the officer commanding in Mysore to repel any such violation 
of territory in the most prompt and decisive manner* Severe 
and instant chastisement applied, in the first instance of any 
acts of aggression and plunder Within the borders, or those 
of the Rajah, will have ihe salutary effect of deterring the 
Bfahrattae from the habitual indulgence of their predatory 
disposition* We must cautiously avoid ah offence, and reli¬ 
giously respect the Mahratta frontier ? but if any party of 
Muhrattas should be found in arms acting within the limits 
which I have described they must be punished on the spot, 
without waiting for any reference to your Lordship or to 
me, 

I remain, my dear Lord, 

Yours, &c* 

MoRNiiStfrroN. 


No* XXXY1L 

The Earl of Mum mg ton i& Major-General Sir J* //* Craig. 

Sir, Fort William, 9th October, 1 790. 

I return you many thanks for your obliging letter of the 
25th of September** 

Your sentiments with regard to our late happy successes, 
your just view of the principles of military discipline, and the 
correct boundary which you have drawn between the indivi¬ 
dual feelings of the officers, and the collective duties of the 
army on the present occasion, afford me the most sincere 
satisfaction. 

The natural desire of honourable distinction, and the sense 
of public character have disposed me to receive with gratitude 
and pleasure, the testimonies of uninfluenced and unsolicited 
good-wilt, which have been presented to me by the British 
inhabitants of Madras and Bombay, ami by the British and 
Native inhabitants of Calcutta* The favourable sentiments 


* See page 122. 
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army bear an estimation in ray opinion proportioned to 
mv great respect, for that body; but I entirely concur with 
you in the danger of admitting any army in its military capa¬ 
city, to the exercise of any share of a deliberative voice in 
political affairs* Military addresses, even on subjects imme¬ 
diately connected with the interests of the army, are unne¬ 
cessary and irregular; the rules of the service having pre¬ 
scribed established channels through winch the interests of 
the whole* or of any branch of the army may at all times be 
conveyed to the civil power, without injury to that freedom of 
judgment which, over the affairs of the army is essential to 
the maintenance of public order- 

With these sentiments, it would be criminal in me, for my 
personal gratification, to. countenance n my own instance a 
practice which my own conscientious judgment condemns, as 
tending to produce insubordination in the array, and confusion 
in the State. 

if; has therefore given me particular pleasure to learn from 
the Comroander-m-Chief, that he has prevented several com¬ 
plimentary addresses of different stations of the array from 
reaching me; and I have already returned lummy thanks 
for having anticipated my wishes on a subject of such delicacy 
and importance. 

My acknowledgments are equally due to your judicious 
conduct on the present occasion, and I have the honour to 
assure you, that the continuance of your zealous and able 
exertions to restore and improve the discipline of that 
part of the army placed under your command, will always be 
the most acceptable pledge which you can offer to me, of 
your personal approbation and esteem* Your public conduct 
and that of the higher ranks of the officers at Cawapore, as 
stated in your letter of the 25th, render your individual sen¬ 
timents on the late transactions additionally valuable to me; 
and I shall always reflect with pride and satisfaction, that my 
endeavours in the discharge of my duty towards my country, 
have been approved by persons who have manifested so just 
a discrimination of the genuine principles, on which that duty 
is founded. 1 am happy to learn from your authority, the 
beneficial effects which have been produced in the vicinity of 
your station, by the prosperous settlement of Mysore* I have 
every reason to believe, that the same effects have been ex- 
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fed to every part of India, in which the nature of our 
cause, and the splendour of our triumph have been under¬ 
stood. You will b$ glad to hear, that I have been able to 
garrison Goa with British troops j this arrangement took place 
on the 6 th of September;.and I trust it will effectually secure 
our new acquisitions against any possible disturbance either 
foreign or domestic* 

I have, &c* 

MoRNlNG TON. 


No* XXXVIII. 

The Earl MwritingtQn, to the Secret Committee of the Honourable (l&nri 

of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, October 25tti> 1739. 

i I have great satisfaction in informing you, that in conse¬ 
quence of a negociation which l had opened with the Govern¬ 
ment of Goa, a detachment of British troops, consisting of 
about eleven hundred rank and file, (furnished by H. M’s* 75th 
77th, and 84th Regts.) under the command of Colonel Sir 
William Clarke, was admitted into that place on the 6 th of 
September, with every demonstration on the part of His 
Excellency the Governor and Captain-General, of the most 
perfect cordiality and the most distinguished attention. 

The importance of providing in the most effectual manner 
for the safety of Goa, was strongly impressed on my mind as 
early as the month of July, 1798, at which time I entered on 
the consideration of the measures which might eventually be 
adopted for that important purpose. My anxiety on this 
subject was increased considerably, by the subsequent esta¬ 
blishment of the French in Egypt The extensive prepara¬ 
tions However, which became indispensable in consequence of 
that event, combined with the hostile proceedings of Tippoo 
Sultaun, would have precluded the possibility of my furnishing 
a force for the special protection of Goa, even if I had been 
certain of the disposition of the Portuguese Government to 
receive it. Under these circumstances, I deemed it useless 
to commence ;my formal negociation on the subject. 5 deter¬ 
mining however to make an attempt to place a British garri¬ 
son iii Goa, on the first favourable occasion which should 
occur. 
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- ■■■«£/ Immediately, after the fall of Seringupatam, I lost no time 
in adopting the measures! necessary to the accomplishment of 
an object, rendered considerably more Urgent by the disco¬ 
veries which followed the conquest of Mysore, and which are 
already before your Honourable Committee in the papers 
found at Seringapatam.* 

X selected Mr, UhtholF, (one of the Commissioners in Mala¬ 
bar,) for the office of Envoy to the Government of Goa, and 
his conduct, in the course of this important and d/iicate 
transaction will, I am persuaded, obtain the approbation of 
your honourable Committee. 

The question respecting the payment of the British troops, 
employed in defence of Goa, has been agreed to be referred 
to the respective Governments of Great Britain and Portugal, 
in Europe. In the meanwhile, care will be taken to keep the 
accounts of the expenses of those troops, in a regular aqd 
separate form. 

I have in the same manner proposed to His Excellency the 
Governor of Goa, to submit to the decision of our respective 
Governments in Europe, certain claims which are advanced 
by the Government of Goa, to a part of the territory of 
Canara, recently conquered by our arms, and secured to us 
by the treaty of Mysore. 

The details of all these proceedings will be transmitted to 
your honourable Committee, by the Government of Fort St. 
George. 

I have tire honour to be, &c. 

MOHNIKOTOJf. 


No. XXXIX. 

The Earl of Mornington to the Right Hon. Henry Bundas. 

My dear Sir* Fort William, 24th October, !/<$, 

My despatch of this date to the Secret Committee will 
appr'*/,e you of the success which has attended the measures 
which I directed Mr. Duncan ami Mr. uhthoff to take with 
a view to the important object of establishing a British garri¬ 
son at Goa. 


* V61.1. Appendix, p. 7J L—Letter from Tippoo, to the French Direc¬ 
tory, and note of demands by Tipjpoo’s Ambassadors. 
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t is my intention to augment that garrison without delay* 
hut even at present it is sufficient to secure us against any 
possible attempt of an European enemy in that quarter* it will 
also operate as an effectual check upon the 'Mahrnttas. You 
are already informed of iny opinions with regard to the im¬ 
portance of the possession of Goa to par security ami inte¬ 
rests in every point of view; and I should hope that the pre¬ 
sent might prove a favourable opportunity for accomplishing 
the great advantage of obtaining the cession of Goa cither to 
the crown or to the Company in exchange either for Malacca 
or the Spice Islands, or for some equivalent pecuniary com¬ 
pensation. It appears to me, that the attempt to obtain this 
cession ought not to he delayed, and as I know you concur 
with me in my estimate of its value, I rely on you that the 
negociation with the Court of Lisbon will be immediately 
opened. 

The claims of Portugal to any part of the Canarese domi¬ 
nions of the late Tippoo Sultaun are m obviously weak, that 
I do not think it necessary to trouble you fvirther on that sub¬ 
ject than to request you to advert to the length of time during 
which the places claimed by the Portuguese have belonged 
to the State of Mysore, and to the nature of the conquest 
which brought them under our power. The Governor and. 
Captain General's pretensions to be considered as an Ally 
in the late war, appear to be founded principally on the 
share which his Excellency bore in issuing an order for a 
royal salute to be fired from Fort Alguada on the occasion of 
the fall of Seringapatam, and of the death of Tippoo Sul- 
fcmui. Although this claim is certainly more powerful than 
any which can be alleged by bis Highness the Peishwa, I 
do not expect that, in the most liberal construction, this me¬ 
ritorious effort of forward and active zeal of his Excellency the 
Governor and Captain-General will be deemed to entitle her 
most faithful Majesty to any portion of our conquests. Even 
if the principle could be applied to cases of alliance in war, I 
doubt whether any degree of promptitude and alacrity mani¬ 
fested in rejoicing over the destruction of our late enemy, 
could justify a claim on the part of the Governor anil Cap¬ 
tain General to the rights of an accessory after the fact 

The general aspect of affairs becomes every day more 
favourable in Mysore, the whole of the country is now re- 
vor,* n, k 






Sliced to pur authority ami t > t!mt of the Rajah and Nizam; 
ami a seasonable fall of rain affords a prospect, that even in 
this year we may realize no in consider able part of our new 
revenue and subsidy without injury to the country* 

With regard to the Court of Hyderabad, its temper re¬ 
turns, and with it the establishment of an additional regi¬ 
ment of cavalry to the subsidiary force will soon he admitted. 
The Court of Poonah continues in the same state of weak¬ 
ness and confusion, and the distractions of the Mahratta em¬ 
pire have recently been aggravated by hostilities which have 
broken out between the Raj all of Kolapore aud Purse ram 
Bhow* The latter is stated (by accounts which appear cre¬ 
dible) to have fallen in an engagement with the former. Upon 
the whole no apprehension appears to me justifiable by the 
actual state of the Mahratta empire. For the present I have 
been compelled by the perverseness of the Feishwa’s disposi¬ 
tion to proceed to carry the second separate article of the 
Treaty of Mysore into effect; but I shall anxiously watch 
any opportunity of renewing my proposals at Poonah on 
their original basis; anti 1 do not yet despair of success* 

At Fort St George the wliole state of affairs is astonish¬ 
ingly improved, and 1 am perfectly satisfied with the present 
course of that government. You will soon receive my new 
Treaty* with the Rajah of Tanjore, vesting the whole admi¬ 
nistration of his government and revenues in the Company* 
You will also, I trust, learn the success of the steps which I 
had ordered for disarming the Southern Polygars, who had be¬ 
gun to revolt even during the short period of the late war* 
We are now employed in framing a code for the in traduction 
of a permanent settlement of revenue, and a system of judi¬ 
cature for the Company’s possessions so the Peninsula, \ 
have ordered two members of the hoard of revenue to pro¬ 
ceed immediately from Madras to. Calcutta for the purpose of 
aiding iu this salutary work : and X trust that its benefits 
will be extended in a short time over the whole of the north¬ 
ern Cirears, the Jaghire, the countries under the Company’s 
dominion cetleO in the last war, and those conquered in this 
(with the exception of Malabar and Ganara) the countries of 
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1 VV estwii Polygarsj ami the king¬ 
dom of Tanjore. 

I found Bengal and the provinces in a state of pro¬ 
found tranquillity; the effect of our siicces* in Mysore 
has utterly annihilated the spirit of insubordination' am l 
contempt which for sromo time past has been gaining 
.ground among our Mahommedan subjects. I have com¬ 
menced a negotiation with the Nabob Vizier for the reform 
ot his military establishments. The resident with Scinrlin has 
proceeded to Jynagur, in order to receive from the Rajah the 
person of Vizier Alii. I shall soon write to yon in detail ori 
the states ot our courts of justice, of the revenue and general 
finance, and of our commercial interests. With respect to 
finance I shall only say, that great and unprecedented as the 
effort has been which 1 was compelled to make within the 
last, and must make within the present year, our resources 
have corresponded with the exigency of the occasion, and 
public and private credit have improved to an astonishing 
degree, and are still progressively improving. 

1 think it necessary to apprize you of my intention to adopt 
without delay a plan for the improvement of the civil service 
at Bengal in a most important point. The state of the ad¬ 
ministration of justice, and even of the collection of revenue 
throughout the provinces affords a painful example of the in- 
effieacy of the best code of laws to secure the happiness of 
the people, unless due provision has been made to ensure a 
proper supply of men qualified to administer those laws in 
their different branches anti departments. This evil is felt 
severely^ in every part of this government, and it arises prin¬ 
cipally- from a defect at the source and fountain-head of the 
service— I mean the education and early habits of the young 
gentlemen sent hither in the capacity of writers. My opi¬ 
nion, after full deliberation on the subject is decided, that 
the writers, on tbeir first arrival in India should be subjected 
for a period of two or three years to the rules and discipline 
of some collegiate institution at the seat of government. In 
such an institution they might attain the groundwork of the 
several native languages necessary for their respective sta¬ 
tions, together with the principles of general law, those of the 
Mahomedau and Hindoo Codes, and the voluminous regula¬ 
tions enacted by the Governor-General in Council for the ad- 
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ministration of justice in.Bengal and the provinces; other 
brandies of knowledge, also, suitable to their intended duties 
might lie acquired, and habits of activity, regularity and de¬ 
cency formed instead of those of sloth, indolence, low de¬ 
bauchery, and vulgarity now too apt to grow on those young 
men, who have been sent at an early age into the interior 
parts of the country, and have laid the foundations of their life , 
and manners among the coarse vices and indulgences of those 
countries. I shall not pursue this topic further at present, 
intending to make it the subject of ample discussion at an 
early period. But I now wish to inform you that T feel the 
mischief to he so pressing, that 1 intend, without waiting for 
orders from home, to proceed to found such an institution at 
Calcutta. I have already taken some steps towards the mea¬ 
sure, and I hope to be able to carry my plan into effect with 
little (if any) additional charge to the company. 

I rely on your active and zealous support of this arrange¬ 
ment, in which I feel the greatest interest. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely and affectionately, 

Mornington. 


No. XL. 

The Earl of Morning ton to his EmceMevci/ the ('inter of Ou tie. 

Pori William, 5th November, 1799. 

Some days have elapsed since I had the honour to receive 
your Excellency's letter, wherein your Excellency,, after ob¬ 
serving “ that the benelits even both immediate and future, of a 
reform of your military establishment, are even more' strongly 
impressed on your Excellency's mind than they were described 
by me,” assures me that you would, “ without a moment’s 
delay, consult with Colonel Scott upon what was practicable 
and wliat occurred to your Excellency’s mind, and commu¬ 
nicate to me what should be conjointly determined upon as 
advisable.” 

From the period of my receiving this letter, 1 have anxiously 
expected to team from Lieutenant-Colonel Scott that your 
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in conformity to your promise, and in pursuance 
of the suggestions of your own discernment, had entered fully 
ar *d unreservedly with that gentleman upon the discussion of 
this urgent and important business. But although this ex¬ 
pectation has been hitherto disappointed, such is iny confi¬ 
dence in tile punctuality and prudence of your Excellency, 
that I continue to be firmly persuaded that I shall soon have 
the satisfaction of learning from XjI cufcenant-C(doneI Scott that 
considerable progress has been made in the new arrangement. 

The general considerations which render it extremely 
necessary that this arrangement should he carried into execu¬ 
tion without delay, have been already fully explained to your 
Excellency, and you have concurred with me in my views on 
the subject. One argument in favour of a speedy determi¬ 
nation on tliis subject, possibly may not have occurred to 
your mind, and I, therefore, take this occasion explicitly to 
state it to your Excellency. 

The Company are bound by existing treaties <f to defend 
the dominions of your Excellency against all enemies but the 
number of British troops ordinarily stationed in your Excel¬ 
lency's dominions not exceeding IS ,000 men, would not, it is 
obvious, be adequate to that purpose in the event of an inva¬ 
sion of those dominions ; while, on the other band, it must be 
evident to your Excellency, that various circumstances in 
such an event might render it impossible for the Company's 
Government to augment the ordinary force, either to the 
extent or within the tune required by the emergency. The 
probable result of such a situation of things requires no 
explanation to a person of your Excellency's penetration. 

If this danger were even remote and doubtful, it would 
behove a prudent government to guard against it by seasonable 
precautions. What then must be your Excellency'* duty and 
mine when that danger certainly menaces your dominions? 
Of the hostile intentions of Zemairn Shah against your Excel¬ 
lency's possessions no doubt can be entertained, since the 
discoveries made at Ser ingap a tarn. Whether these inten¬ 
tions will be carried into effect at a more early or more distant 
day, may be a question; but it is the part of wisdom to pre¬ 
clude the possibility of their success. But Zemaun Shah is 
not, perhaps, the only power against whose restless and tin- 
principled ambition your Excellency should be protected. 
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CB€ttlfes 1 WIV /.uisti ill- ofchor quarters, iltlil it fjCCOUlGS you 
to provide against,every contingency. 

It might not be in the power of the British Government* 
on a sudden emergency, to reinforce the troops in your Excel- 
l^ttcyV country with sufficient expedition; my firm opinion, 
therefore, is that the Company can in no other manner effec¬ 
tually. fulfil their engagements « to defend the dominions of 
y onr Excellency against ail enemies,” than by maintaining 
constantly in those dominions such a force as shall at all times 
be adequate to your effectual protection, independently of 
any reinforcement which the exigency might otherwise require, 
but which might not he diposable in proper season. 

The Seventh Article of the Treaty with your Excellency, 
by Sir John Shore, provides for the occasional augmentation 
of the Company's troops in your Excellency's dominions in 
terms which evidently render the Company's Government 
competent to decide at all times on the requisite amount of 
feu eh augmentation. The same article binds yom Excellency 
to defray the expense of any force which shall be deemed 
necessary by the Company for your defence. 

The precise numbers of the additional force which I judge 
necessary for the effectual protection of your Excellency $ 
dominions* will be stated to you, in my name, by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Scott 

To enable your Excellency to defray the expense ot the 
additional British force, which is now become indispensably 
necessary to the security of your Excellency's dominions, 
without any new charges upon the finances of your Excel¬ 
lency, no thing further is requisite than that you should 
ct-isba ud tli e n o me ruus d isor d e rly b a ttal i o ns at p ve sen tiny our 
service, which, instead of contributing in any degree to «g 
defence of your country, or to the support of youi Govern* 
merit, have long proved injurious to the prosperity and 
strength of both. 

For the details of the plan by which the dismission of these 
troops may be most easily and speedily effected, I beg leave 
to refer your Excellency to LieutenantT>olonel Scott, who is 
iu full possession of Itiy sentiments on this subject, and on 
whose prudence, judgment, and experience, T rely with the 
utmost confidence* 

The advanced period of the season absolutely requires that 



The British troops m Omle should immediately be augmented 
to the amount which Will be stated to your Excellency by 
Lieutenant-Colonelfifcbtfc; and 1 earnestly n^eonmieiid to your 
Excellency the early adoption of those measures which will 
be pointed out to you by Colonel Scott* for the purpose of 
relieving your Excellency from the heavy expense at present 
incurred in maintaining that fore#* whose numbers are dan¬ 
gerous only to your Excellency and your subjects. By such 
a reform your Excellency wit! be fully enabled to defray the 
charge of the additional troops. 

It will not be in my power to furnish your Excellency 
immediately with the full number of additional troops, which 
ai'e necessary for the effectual security of your Excellency’s 
dominions; but I am so deeply impressed with the necessity 
of carrying the measure into effect as speedily as possible, 
that your Excellency may rely on my making every practi¬ 
cable exertion to complete the proposed force at so early a 
period of time as shall place your Excellency's country 
beyond the reach of any surprise, either from foreign or 
domestic enemies, 

l have, &l\ 

tt&RHTNGTOK. 
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The EaH of Merningtm to Caption *L A, Kirkpatrick, 

Resident <tf Hydetvbikdt 

(Secret.) 

g j K F6 rt Wi Hkm , 6 tb Xovem ber, 1709. 

The general state of the Nizam 1 a health for some time past, 
and the communications which I have lately received from you 
on that subject* joined to the great changes recently produced 
m the political state of India by our conquest of Mysore* have 
suggested to me the necessity of revising the principles which 
regulated my instructions to you-of the 8tli of July, 1798,^ 
with regard to the conduct. proper to be pursued by the 

* See Vol. I. p. M 
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ompany's Government in the event of his Miglines&V death* 
If we neglect to interfere m settling the succession upon the 
death of the Nizam* the Mahruttas will not fail to avail them* 
selves t>f our inactivity* and will establish a preponderant, if 
not an exclusive, influence at the Court of Hyderabad. 

■The establishment of the exclusive influence of the Mah~ 
rattns at Hyderabad would be equivalent in its operation on 
our interests to the absolute subjugation of the Deccan by 
the arms of the Mabraita power; and it should be no less 
our care to prevent the Maferattas from governing the terri¬ 
tory of the Nizam in the name of a prince elevated to the 
Musnud by their interference, than to check the progress of 
my hostile attempt which they might make to extend their 
dominions at the expense of the Court of Hyderabad. It is* 
therefore, now as necessary that the succession to the Soubah- 
ship of the Deccan should be settled by the Company's 
authority as it was in July, 1798* 

In every view which I am enabled to take of this question, 
it continues to appear to me desirable that we should raise 
Seconder Jah to the Musnud in preference to any of his 
brothers. The right of primogeniture is in his favour; his 
connections are among those persons best affected towards 
our interest; lie is the only son of the Nizam who has ever 
maintained any authorised intercourse with us, or who has 
ever manifested any desire to cultivate our friendship. Alii 
Jah was disposed to connect his views with those of Tippoo 
Sultaun; Fevidopn Jah has carried on intrigues in the same 
quarter, and Johander Jah has been suspected of endea¬ 
vouring to engage the Mali rat tas to take him under their 
protection. 

In favouring the pretensions of Seconder Jah* we must not 
overlook what is requisite to the improvement of our connec¬ 
tion with the Court of Hyderabad- and to the establishment 
of that connection on a basis of the most solid advantage, and 
of the most permanent security. 

No obligation of treaty binds us to take part in any con* 
tested succession, arising either from the total sileimenf the 
Nizam respecting his intended successor, or from a disputable 
declaration of his Highnesses intentions on the subject. Even 
in the case of an unequivocal nomination of a successor by 
his Highness, we should not be bound by the Treaty of Sep- 
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ar, 1798, or by any other obligation to support that 
successor against any rival, whose cause might be espoused 
by the Mahrattas, Whatever secret or political motives there¬ 
fore may exist to induce us either to interpose our influence 
in the settlement of the succession* or to prefer the prcten- 
mom of Seconder Jah* our faith is not pledged to raise that 
prince to the Musnud, or unconditionally to support him upon 
it against any effort of the Mahrattas, or of any other,power 
in favour of another candidate* 

Having stated the general principles which should govern 
our conduct in the conjunction under contemplation, JT shall 
proceed to furnish you with an outline of the particular con¬ 
ditions on which I am willing to support the succession of 
Secunder Jah against all competition* 

These conditions are as follow 

L The Treaty of September, 1798, shall be confirmed by 
Secunder Jah, for himself and his heirs, in all points not 
expressly altered by the New Treaty* 

2 , The subsidiary force shall be augmented to four regi¬ 
ments of native infantry, two regiments of native cavalry, and 
three companies of artillery, including a proportionable in¬ 
crease of gun las cars * 

3* The additional force shall be subsidized at the same rate 
as that now serving in the Nizam's dominions* 

4. A territory to be selected by the Company, producing a 
net revenue at least adequate to the payment of the whole 
subsidy (under the treaty of 1798 as well as under the new 
engagement)* shall be assigned to the sole and absolute 
management of the Company : the Company to account to 
the reigning prince for any surplus of revenue exceeding the 
amount of the subsidy* which may bo realised from the said 
territory under their management* 

5. The Feishcush at present payable by the Company to 
the Nizam, on account of the northern Circars, shall be 
remitted for ever, 

6 * If the number of troops stipulated to be subsidized, 
should at any time appear to be inadequate to the purpose of 
securing Secunder Jah on the Miisnud, against the attempts 
of any competition, whether supported or not by the Muh- 
rattas, or by any other power, the Company will augment the 
subsidized force to such an extent the Company may judge 
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cessary: and Sccnnder Jab shall in that ease defray die 
expense of such temporary addition of three, 

7* All Rahdnvy duties on goods passing to and from the 
respective territories of the contracting parties shall be 
abolished. No articles of merchandize shall pay duty more 
than once, and a proper tariff shall be established for the 
regulation of the? single duties to be so levied; and a treaty 
0 f commerce shall foe concluded between the two states on 
just and equitable principles of reciprocal interest and common 
benefit* 

8 , Seconder Jab shall engage to pay at all times the utmost 
attention to such advice as the Company's Government shall 
occasionally judge it uccessay to oiler to him with a view to 
any objects connected with the advancement of his in teres fcs, 
the happiness of his people, and the mutual welfare of both 
states- 

Sueh is the outline of the terms upon which I propose io 
support and maintain the succession of Seconder Jah, whether 
he should obtain the previous nomination of his father, or 
not, or even if it should be pretended that Ids Highness had 
declared in favour of some other of his sons. Y ou will pre¬ 
pare without delay an instrument in the Persian language in 
conformity to the foregoing outline, in order that Seconder 
Jah fut the moment of his father’s death, or whenever that 
event ahajl appear to approach) may be apprised of the terms 
on which we are ready to support his cause, and may bo 
enabled by immediately executing a formal instrument, to 
accede to my propositions in a regular manner* 

I think it necessary to permit you either totally to suppress 
or to modify the Eighth Article according to your discretion, 
apprising you, however, that I consider it to he of great im¬ 
portance to obtain such an ascendancy over the councils of 
the Nizam, as is described in that Article. 

Seconder Jah must not be allowed to procrastinate hm 
determination. If at the end of a stated and short period of 
time he should not determine to accept the proffered Treaty, 
you will proceed in concert with Azmi ul Omrali and Mecr 
All urn, to place one of the younger sons of the Nizam on die 
Musnud, previously stipulating that the prince succeeding 
to the Musnud shall fulfil all the conditions of ^tho Treaty 
proposed to Seconder Jah. 
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am aware that the objects proposed might be obtained 
from S ecu rider Jail witli \&m difficulty * previously to the death 
of the Nizam, and that it would on that account be desirable 
that a negodation should be opened immediately with Se¬ 
conder Jah. But many objections occur to deter me from 
such a step. The attempt (if it should transpire either by 
accident or design) would probably lead to mischievous conse¬ 
quences ; I am, therefore, of opinion that no such attempt 
should be hazarded until the Nizam shall be at the point of 
death. 


It is manifest that our power of settling the succession 
in the manner described, and of obtaining the advantages 
which I have enumerated, will depend in an eminent deg re e* 
if not absolutely, on the local position of the subsidiary force 
at the time of his Highness’s death. It is, therefore, of the 
last importance that the force should not only be kept toge¬ 
ther, but stationed as near as possible to the residence of the 
Nizam; and I accordingly direct you to adopt every practi¬ 
cable means of accomplishing these m ost desirable and essen¬ 
tial objects without delay. 

I have the honour to he, &c. 


Mqknington. 


No, XLIL 

m Skhwtf Smith to the Ettrl of Morning ton. 

Camp of \ih Highness the Supreme Vizier, 
near Jaffa, the t>th November, I/IJSi 

My Loud, [Received 3th April, 1300.] 

It is my duty to give your Lordship early information that 
a disposition on the part of the French army in Egypt to 
treat for their return to France, by the evacuation of their 
new 14 colony,’ 1 has been at length openly manifestedfirst, 
by an official communication to that effect from General Buo¬ 
naparte to his Highness the Supreme Vizier, in a letter full 
of the pretended predilection of the French for u fetanusnf 
as a ground for peace, and since in u more reasonable strain 
from hie; successor In the command. General Kdeber, by 
fetters addressed to life Highness and to me. 
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oneral Buonaparte made an attempt to renew the inter* 
course with me, which he had abruptly broken off from a fear 
of the defection of his army, that defection having been in¬ 
creased rath&r than diminished by his unqualified abuse of 
the English commander, to whom alone the army could look 
for favour in the hour of their distress. The Aid-de-camp 
sent off to the Tigre appeared to have been commissioned to 
say that General Buonaparte had ever spoken of me in terms 
of the utmost respect, although his writings, for political 
reasons, contained matter calculated to discourage his army 
from deserting to me at a critical moment of their sufferings 
in Syria. I could not help cutting the conversation short by 
saying what X really felt at the time, knowing the man as 1 
do, viz,, “ that X should be very sorry to have Ms approba¬ 
tion* 1 ’ However, it being evident, from this and other cir¬ 
cumstances, that the discontent of the army was kept under 
only by the terror his severity inspired, I took occasion to 
acquaint him of his being (together with General Berthier) 
recalled to command the army in Italy (N. B, not then hi 
existence) this, as I expected, was eagerly caught at* A 
second flag of truce asked whether I was serious, and a con¬ 
firmation being sent, he embarked in a few days afterwards 
for Europe, giving only a few hours notice of Ins intention to 
those who were to accompany him, and causing the command 
to devolve on General Weber by a scaled packet \ it was 
given out in the army that he was gone to Constantinople to 
make peace, which affords a proof how much the army wish 
for some such means of extrication* 

Having early apprized IjohI Nelson of the probability of 
General Buonaparte’s quitting Egypt singly and incognito, 

I entertain strong hopes that some of his Lordship’s cruizen 
may have fallen in with him, although the Theseus > which X 
had detached with a squadron for that purpose, has returned 
unsuccessful. 

I have been employed assembling a force, and directing an 
attack on Damietta, which touk place on the 1st instant* Like 
that on Aboukir, it failed of entire success from the same 
causes, viz, the insubordination, disorder, and obstinate inac¬ 
tivity inherent in a Turkish fieefe and army. The attack, 
however, like that it\ the lied Sea of Yambo Arabians, has 
had the good effect of proving to the French army that these 
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r hosts can be brought hand to hand with them; and 
it is likewise evident, that a succession of these sort of en¬ 
gagements must annihilate them to u man, although they may 
each time remain masters of the field of battle from the effect 
of European tactics, which, as at Damietta, produces a corps 
de reserve, or a flanking charge of cavalry, to route the vic¬ 
torious rabble. The French superior officers, with whom I 
have had frequent intercourse of late by flags of truce seem 
fully sensible of this, and extremely anxious to quit a theatre 
whereon they can neither gain honour or secure their profits, 
and where it is evident to them that they do their country no 
sort of service since I have communicated the glorious news 
from India (sent me by Mr. Mane sty, extremely apropos). 
Allow me, my Lord, to take this opportunity of congratulating 
your Lordship on the signal success which has crowned the 
well combined measures of Government in India by the able 
and gallant exertions of Lieutenant-General Harris and his 
highly distinguished army, at the same time that I offer your 
Lordship and them this tribute, in the proof of the additional 
and extensive utility of your joint labours. 

It is but justice to the French army to say that, though 
they evidently dread the appearance of the conquerors of 
the Mysore In Upper Egypt, they are under no sort of ap¬ 
prehension of the Vizier’s motley disorderly multitude; but 
they are sensible that, reduced as they are to 18,000 men, 
they could not profit by a victory, where they are exposed in 
the end to be assailed by regular troops both from the Red 
Sea and the Mediterranean; and I trust a demonstration of 
the truth of this will be made in support of my assertion to 
that effect, should the conference I am about to hold with 
General Desaix and Mr, Potissielgue on board the Tigre 
close without our settling the terms of evacuation. 

I have the honour to he, 
with the utmost respect, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s faithful, humble Servant, 

W, Sidney Smith. 





No. XLIII. 

The Bari of £lg'm to tlw Bari of Mormogton. 


Constantinople, Nov, With, I79jh 
[Received at Calcutta, 4 th March, 1800.] 

My Lord, 

I beg leave to acquaint your Lordship that I arrived here 
on the (hh instant, in the quality of his Majesty's Ambassa¬ 
dor Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary co the Otto¬ 
man Porte, 

Your Lordship will have known from Mr* Dundas, and 
from some of the Directors of the East India Company, with 
whom l conferred confidentially in London, that I am autho- 
mod, in considering this post as one that may afford me occa¬ 
sions of interesting communication with Asia; and that my 
attention was particularly directed by them to that object;* 
I may be allowed, on my own part, to say, that no part of the 
duty connected with this mission is more agreeable to me than 
the intercourse it establishes with your Lordship * and that 
my exertions shall be unremitting, in so far as 1 may be ena¬ 
bled, while here, to contribute to the benefit of the British 
interests in India, and to the glory and success of your admi¬ 
nistration there. 

I reached Constantinople in a conjuncture, the circum¬ 
stances of which claim your Lordships particular notice. 
The enclosed fetters* had just been received herefrom the 
Grand Vizier, whose head-quarters were then at Damascus; 
and the Russian Envoy at this place, and my predecessor, 
Mr. Smith, had been applied to, to favour the negotiation, 
thus set on foot, for the evacuation of Egypt by the French- 
The conferences which had passed, and one which 1 also 
had on the subject, do not enable me to furnish you vrithmore 
than the above papers* For, as Sir Sidney Smith is acting, 
and with the most brilliant success against that army, and 
has intercepted the original letters written by the French 
General and opened a communication upon them with the 


* Referring to Buonaparte's address tf> the (feand Vizier, and the reply 
of the latter; Kleber'i proclamation i the Grand Vizier’s reply thereto; 
mid the report of the Cnpigi Radii. 
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; I have referred all proceedings on this negotiation to 
him, who, no doubt, will comply with every proposal, con¬ 
sistent with the dignity and interest of the allies to procure 
the deliverance of Egypt. Orders are also sent to the Grand 
Vizier on this occasion, to act with Sir Sidney Smith: and 1 
have requested Sir Sidney to acquaint your Lordship, by the 
most expeditious conveyance, of any proceedings that may 
take place in consequence of the dispositions thus shewn by 
the French to quit the Turkish provinces* 

I am sorry I have no authority to say whether the Grand 
V izier is justified in the construction W has put upon the 
letters from Buonaparte and Kleber* JBut;as they are written 
after the defeat at Acre, after Buonap^j te’s flight* and after 
a proclamation has been circulated among the French troops; 
it i$, 1 perceive, Sir Sidney Smith's opinion, as well as the 
Vizier a, that this step did proceed from a desire to evacuate 
Egypt* 

Our interests in India are so nearly concerned in defeating 
the attempt of the French to establish themselves in Pgypt, 
that every facility will be afforded on the part of the British 
influence in this part of the world, to remove the French 
troops now there, if the terms they propose shall prove at all 
acceptable. At the same time, it is my duty to point out that, 
in c?ise the suggestion thus made by the French Generals, 
has proceeded from the very unfavourable aspect which the 
affairs of France lately assumed on the continent of Europe, 
that cause is liable to much variation. The last accounts 
from Switzerland leave very little hopes of any part of that 
country being now occupied by the allied troops, or that they 
Will be able to do more than take up winter quarters in the 
rear of FeMkirk, and the line from whence the Arch Duke 
commenced his operations this campaign. 

On the other hand, the Court of Vienna is, 1 apprehend, 
acting without sufficient concert with Russia and England, in 
directing the civil and military agents- attending its armies to 
take possession of all they conquer, in the name of the Em¬ 
peror of Germany, and not in that of the lawful Sovereigns* 
So much so, as to have given occasion to some very strong 
remonstrances, which, if without effect, may possibly force 
the other allies to refuse further cooperation with the A us- 
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The enclosed paper 1 has, in consequence of what I 
allude to, been delivered to the foreign ministers It Inters- 
burg, and %vi!L T make no doubt, appear to your Lordship a 
paper of the highest import in the present crisis. 

Should, unfortunately, any disunion take place among the 
armies now employed oh the continent against France, we 
may hope that the Emperor of Russia, whose zeal is, un¬ 
doubtedly, very great in this important contest, will still oiler 
military, as well as naval, succours to be employed against 
the French in Egypt. Such aid is stipulated by treaty, and 
p applications for it have been of late renewed by the Forte, 
and favourably met on the part of Russia, Yet it appears 
the French are still 15,000 strong, besides numerous bodies 
of natives, embodied under them; their position, as your 
Lordship will see by the annexed map, with its explanation, 
is as secure as the nature of the country will admit. They 
receive, as 1 learn from Admiral Blanket, supplies even of 
ammunition by the aid of the neighbouring powers; and. if 
the present negotiation fails, the inadequate assistance which 
could be spared by Russia, or admitted by the Forte into its 
provinces, does not present the means of driving the French 
from their present post, however able and brilliant our naval 
operations against them continue to he* 

As to the Turks, your Lordship will perceive, by the an¬ 
nexed paper,f that very little is to be expected from them. 
Besides, I fear; there is great Insubordination among the 
rulers in the distant provinces of the empire, which obliges 
the Grand Vizier to proceed with more than usual caution, 
and occasions a material diminution of the force he apparently 
has along with him* 

I am, my Lord, totally without authority for what I am 
about to add, but as the whole of the information before me 
leads me to foresee the probability of its becoming necessary 
to employ considerably more force than is now preparing, to 


* This was a wte verbal from the Bnipefor of Russia to the foreign 
Ministers, declaring that 1m Majesty’s deaim is to re-establish the former 
kingdom of France, the Government of the United Provinces* of the 
Helvetic Cantons* and of the Germanic empire * but that he wilt with¬ 
draw bis forces unless these measure a be vigorously prosecuted. 

+ A document, in French* showing the actual state and disposition of 
the Turks, 
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_a!4Jtek the French in Egypt; I, individually, presume it u 
worthy your lordship’s attention to consider whether, in that 
event, a respectable diversion could be made from the Red 
Sea, by troops from India, and the naval force under Admiral 
Blanket/* 

The rescuing Egypt from the French would be a glorious 
continuation oi the splendid victories which those troops 
have lately gained in India, with such unequalled benefit to 
their country. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Lord* 
your Excellency's most obedient, humble Servant, 


Elgin, 


No* XLV, 


Colonel Scott, Resident at Lucknow 3 to the Earl of Morning ton. 


My Lord, 


Lucknow, 22ml November* 1790* 


A meeting Laving been appointed by his Excellency the 
Vizier, at the resident’s house on the 12th instant, for the 
purpose, as I understood, of concerting with me the means of 
carrying into immediate effect the important military reform 
recommended by your Lordship, his Excellency imparted to 
me his secret, though determined, resolution of abdicating the 
government, but did not until the 20th authorize me to make 
a communication of his intentions to your Lordship* 

This resolution of his Excellency is of so extraordinary 
and interesting a tendency in its intermediate object, and in¬ 
volves considerations of such magnitude and delicacy in its 
execution and future consequences, that I feel it my duty to 
recite to your Lordship, as distinctly and as fully as my 
memory will allow, in a connected detail, the several conver¬ 
sations which have taken place upon the subject, anti as they 
were not of long duration, and committed to- paper immedi¬ 
ately upon their conclusion, I trust, that no material part of 
them can have escaped me. 

His Excellency began by observing, that he had frequently 


* This suggestion wife made by Lord Momiugum Lee Vol 1. p, 587 ) 
vol. ri- L 
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fared to me the impossibility of his conducting the 'affairs 
of his country under existing circumstances; that probably, 
Iliad not comprehended the full drift of those exrpressdons, 
or had conceived they were ottered In a moment of ill-humour, 
that the real meaning of them was an earnest and sincere 
desire to relinquish a government which he could not manage 
with satisfaction to himself, or to the advantage of his 
subjects. 

Desirous of penetrating into the motives which influenced 
his Excellency to such a resolution, and of discovering the 
sincerity of his declarations, I entreated his Excellency would 
impart to me the causes which rendered it. impossible for him 
to regulate and conduct the affairs of his government, 

lie replied, that they were well known to rae, to which 1 
observed, that I must candidly confess, that under the present 
total want of arrangement for the despatch of public business, 
and without the aid and advice of able, zealous and respon¬ 
sible ministers, to take a share in the laborious and incessant 
concerns of this extensive empire, the affairs of it must fall 
into confusion, and the interests of his subjects be neglected, 
but that if his Excellency would condescend to avail himself 
of the advice and assistance, which 1 was commanded by your 
Lordship to afford, and which X was at all times, and all 
occasions ready to exert to the utmost of my abilities i would 
be answerable, that the affairs of the country Could be con¬ 
ducted to the prosperity and happiness of bis people, to his 
own case and to the acquisition of a great name* 

His Excellency replied, that this was true, but that it was 
impossible for one person to judge of the feelings of another, 
and that his mind not being disposed to the cares and fatigues 
of government, lie had come to the fixed resolution of retiring 
from them; and added, that as your Lordship would on his 
abdication exalt one of his sons to the Miisnud, his name 
would remain* 

Acknowledging the justness of the remark of the imprac¬ 
ticability of penetrating into the secret feelings of another 
person, I desisted from further reasoning; but to take away 
every ground on which the expectation or hope could be built 
of the selection of a successor, I adverted to the right attached 
by our government to primogeniture, so strongly exemplified 
in his ow n person; in which remark his Excellency acquiesced, 


I4| 


TIIE EARL OF MORNlKCrTON* 

» whichever of his sons your Lordship thought 

proper* 

His Excellency declared in unequivocal terms, that In re¬ 
linquishing the empire, he renounced every wish of interfering 
in its concerns, or of residing within its limits, and that the 
money he was in possession of, was sufficient for his own 
support, and for the procurement of every gratification lie 
could desire in a private station, but fie trusted your Lordship 
would establish suitable allowances for his sons and the other 
branches of his family, whom-he wished to leave at Lucknow* 

Anxious on so solemn an occasion as the abdication of an 
empire, to be in possession of some written document, lost iny 
recital of a private conversation, without the presence of a 
third person should be denied or affirmed to be in part mis¬ 
represented, I asked His Excellency, if he did not think it 
advisable to address himself direct to your Lordship; this 
lie declined, on the pretence that there was no person about 
him in whom he could confide in an affair of so much secrecy 
and delicacy* 

1 then informed his Excellency, that 1 should immediately 
communicate the substance of the conversation to your Lord¬ 
ship, but he desired that I would prepare the draft of a letter 
in English, and before the despatch of it, submit for his pe¬ 
rusal a translation in the Persian language* 

Tliis I promised to execute, anti exhorted his Excellency to 
reflect most seriously in the interval on the measure he had 
in contemplation, which was the most momentous that could 
be undertaken by a Sovereign. 

Having prepared in Persian an abstract of the conversation, 

I waited upon his Excellency on the 14th, when he declared 
his perseverance in the determination he had two days before 
revealed to me, accompanied by some explanations of the 
motives which influenced his resolution; these however, not 
being new in substance, called from me only a repetition of 
that advice and those assurances, which I had frequently 
urged to his consideration, 

I hey consisted of general accusations against the re¬ 
fractory and perverse dispositions of the people at large, 
of complaints against the fidelity and zeal of the men im¬ 
mediately about his person, of the arrogance of stole of the 
A mils and of the open disobedience of others. I replied, 
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at the remedy to this aggregate of evils was emy and 
within his Excellency's own power, that a vigilant, strong 
and jlist administration would secure the obedience of the 
hulk of his subjects, on the firm principles of attachment to 
jus person and government, that a conciliatory and encourag¬ 
ing conduct on his part, would secure fidelity and enliven 
zeal, and that the reform of his military establishment on the 
principles so forcibly and repeatedly urged by your Lordship, 
was the specific measure that would curb the arrogance of 
the Amils, arid enforce a prompt execution and implicit ob¬ 
servance of any revenue regulations which his wisdom might 
establish ; am! in conclusion, l again pledged myself, if his 
Excellency would reject the interested advice of favourites, 
and he guided by the impartial and friendly counsel which 
your Lordship would convey to him through me, that the 
affinrs of his government could be conducted with ease to 
himself, to the acquisition of an high reputation, to the pros¬ 
perity of his country and to the happiness of his subjects* 

Having presented for his Excellency's perusal, the abstract 
in Persian of the first conversation his Excellency retained 
k, and expressed his intention of addressing himself direct to 
your Lordship. 

On the 16th I sent a message to his Excellency, intimating 
a desire of waiting upon him the following day, to which I 
received an answer, that if my intended visit was to confer on 
the subject known to us, he was intent upon it and preparing 
the necessary paper ; and as he meant to pass the 17fch at a 
Garden, and purposed visiting me on the 18th, if I had not 
any urgent business to communicate, he could wish that the 
interview might be postponed until that day. 

His Excellency Aid me the honour of a visit on the !8th, 
and after consulting rue on the settlement with one of his 
Amils was taking his leave, when I took the liberty of asking 
his Excellency whether he bad made any progress in his 
intended address to your Lordship, to which he replied, that 
he had written something. 

On the 19th, his Excellency sent me a verbal message, 
that he purposed breakfasting with me on the following 
morning* In the evening my Moomhec waited upon him, 
and expressed my acknowledgments for the honour his Ex¬ 
cellency intended me; but, thai as he had honoured me with 
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a visit the preceding day, it was my wish as well frofn respect 
as inclination, to attend upon him. He replied, that amongst 
friends it was the same thing, that my house was his, and his 
mine, 

According to appointment, his Excellency honoured me 
with a visit on the £Gth; and when retired into a private 
apartment, produced the letter which I had presented to him 
on the 14th* Wishing to make some alterations in it, he de¬ 
sired the attendance of the Moonshee who had written it j 
pon and ink being brought, his Excellency with his own 
hand, wrote *several alterations and additions which had been 
previously traced with pencil* 

Having added at the end of the paper, that he would place 
his son on the Mnsnud with his own hands, his Excellency 
observed, that it was introduced with a view of shewing to 
the world, that his abdication was at his own suggestion, and 
voluntary ; to which I replied, that I trusted it never could be 
imagined, that the English Government had used compulsive 
means, or even persuasions for the removal of his Excellency 
from his hereditary dominions* 

His Excellency delivered the paper into my hands desiring, 
that after a copy of it was taken, it might be returned to him 
with a fair copy, and enjoining me to lose no time in address¬ 
ing your Lprilship on the subject. 

After receiving the paper, I observed to his Excellency, 
that your Lordship would naturally make this reflection, that 
If his Excellency, (a man of mature judgment, sound under¬ 
standing, and extensive experience,) found it impossible to 
conduct the affairs of the empire, what grounds were there 
to expect that a young man, uni nktracted in the ways of the 
world, and unpractised in business, could possess the neces¬ 
sary qualifications for so arduous a situation* To which his 
Excellency replied, that he would have the benefit of that 
advice and assistance so often proffered to him, 

T was then going to prepare his Excellency to expect, that 
your Lordship’s wisdom would most probably suggest some 
modifications of the treaty or comprehensive arrangements for 
the future government of the country; but before I could 
make any progress, he interrupted me by saying, that your 
Lordship s answer might he expected in the course of twenty 
days. 
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Alter talking some time on other subjects, the Ntiwaub 
observed, that your Lordship would feel much uneasiness at 
the contents of the paper; to which I replied, that your Lord¬ 
ship would certainly be concerned and surprised at the 
momentous measure determined on by his Excellency. He 
said, the measure was doubtless momentous, and the most 
serious that a sovereign could undertake, that ho considered 
it not only a renunciation of a kingdom, but of the world; but 
added emphatically, that the execution of it was indispensable, 
since he was neither pleased with, the people nor they with 
bins, and that in fact his mind was not from the first disposed 
to the cares of government, nor reconciled to them upon 
experience. 

Ills Excellency some hours after his departure sent me a 
note, requesting that I would return by my Moonshee the 
draft of the paper, corrected by himself, being desirous of 
considering of some further alterations. It was accordingly 
sent, when he expressed himself obliged by my readiness in 
returning it, and promised to restore it immediately. In the 
evening it was brought back to me liy one of ins favourite 
servants, (Ruttun Chund,) a person whom I had never seen 
before* with some corrections. 

A copy of the Persian paper as it now stands* and one 
shewing die alterations, together with translations* are here* 
with transmitted for your Lordships information. 

Having thus detailed the whole of the conversations which 
have been held on this important subject, I shall take the 
liberty of making such reflections on his Excellency's resolu¬ 
tion as occur to my mind; and though, as his Excellency 
justly observed, it is not possible to penetrate into the internal 
feelings of another person, yet an attentive study of his 
Excellency’s character, and a review of his conduct since bis 
exaltatioh to the empire, may serve to throw some light upon 
his sentiments. 

His Excellency for a series of years, felt and enjoyed the 
comforts of a private elation ^ ambition* (H that quality ever 
had possession of his breast,) might have been weakened by 
the despair of gratifying it, and at length have subsides in 
other habits and pursuits* The tenour of his discourse 
strongly indicates the act to be the result ot mature and long 
deliberation* and not the sudden suggestion of passion; it is 
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not therefore improbable, that at the moment of ascending the 
Musmid lie was modi Eating the period and the means of a re treat. 

Power, since his accession to the empire, has only been 
exercised in acts that tend to the gratification of his riding 
propensity, avarice; timid in his disposition he is afraid of 
secret demies amongst the old servants of his brother whom 
his unkind ness lias disgu s ted, and unco noil kiting in bis manners, 
he has acquired no new friends. In his public conduct as a 
prince, he has in no one instance evinced a desire for the 
prosperity of his country, nor shewn a wish to transmit his 
dominions to his posterity, improved in their resources, or 
meliorated in their administration* 

Unequal himself to incessant application to business, with 
a neglect inexplicable, unions from a jealousy of having his 
secrets penetrated into, it has been his aim to conduct the 
affairs of his government in seclusion without ostensible as- 
distance; and with an avidity unaccountable, unless from a 
secret wish of abandoning his empire, he has grasped at 
immediate and trifling advantages to the relinquishment of 
future and substantial benefits; and whilst accumulating 
wealth in his private treasure, suffers the pensioners and 
public servants to experience the most severe distress by a 
long detention of their established allowances. 

Tiie money and jewels found upon ins accession, have been 
removed from the usual place of deposit to the women's 
apartments, and it is generally believed, that his accumula¬ 
tions amount to a crore of rupees,* A sum however enormous, 
probably not much exaggerated, when it is considered, that 
in addition to Nuj&zurannas and other means of acquiring 
wealth which have been practised, he has uniformly, as it is 
affirmed, appropriated to himself the same monthly sums for 
his personal expences as were fixed by Ids brother* though 
the establishment of every department has been considerably 
diminished, and the strictest economy observed in every 
household arrangement. 

Your Uordshlp will observe by the additions in the paper, 
that his Excellency dwells even to repetition, on the expres¬ 
sions of ff existing circumstances, or in this manner, and 
certain causes/ 1 It is not easy to conjecture what may be the 




*£1,000,000 sterling. 
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^uses which lie insinuates, but conceals with so much reserve- 
If they have a reference to my conduct, I can only affirm, 
that it lias been confined to expostulations and advice, and 
that he has never asked my assistance until his own measures 
have failed, and then expecting the exertion of my influence 
to enforce payment of demands, under an implicit and un¬ 
bounded confidence in the statement which he was pleased to 
make of the case, inquiries and investigations on the other 
side of the question, without which I invariably and candidly 
told him, I could not interfere, may he regarded by him as a 
distrust of his own principles of probity and justice, and as a 
design to support his Aniili against him. 

His Excellency has no children alive by marriage. Four 
sons of the age of manhood usually attend him, the eldest of 
whom, (Gasseeudeen Hyder,) is years of age, or more, and 
appears to he of a mild but rather heavy disposition* A son 
five or six years old sometimes makes Ins appearance at the 
Palace, and there may probably be several other children in 
the MehL 

Not to interrupt the thread of the narrativeupon this import 
taftt subject, I omitted to introduce in their proper places the 
frequent allusions made by me to the Reform of the .military 
establishment. In every conversation however, I took occa¬ 
sion to press the subject upon his Excellency’s consideration; 
hut he invariably, and somewhat impatiently, evaded the dis¬ 
cussion by declaring, that under the proposition to be sub¬ 
mitted to your Lordship it was totally unnecessary. 


I have the honour to be, 

With the greatest respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship*# most obedient, and 


Most faithful humble Servant, 
W. Scott* 


* 


Translation of el paper prepared in Persian by the Besifclein at Lucknow, 
at the desire of hk Excellency the Nawaub Vizier, submitted to his Excel¬ 
lency on the 14 th of November i79f), and returned to the Resident on the 
18th of the same month, when the alterations which appear on the face of 
the Persian paper, were written by his Excellency's own hand,* m the 


* They are here placed in small type over the original worth* 
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L .#^iice of the Resident and his Moonshee MoJtjiMiut Ally Khan. 'Hie 
alterations Which appear in red Ui™k * in this translation, are subsequent 
corrections by lim Excellency, he having sent for the draft for the 
purpose. 

On Tuesday, the 13th of Tummadie id Sannie, A.H* 1214, or 12th of 
November, 17&9, his Excellency the Nawaub Yjiier, honoured me with 
a visits nod in a private conference enjoined me to address the right honour¬ 
able the Governor-General to the following effect: 

Hmt his Excellency finding it impossible under existing circumstances 
tor certain reasons, to copduct the affaire of his government, with ease to 
himseh and to the advantage of his subjects, was desirous from the sugges¬ 
tions of his own mind, pcdially and voluntarily to relinquish the empire. 
I entreated his Excellency to explain the motives which influenced him 
to relinquish so great an empire, and begged that ho would Mate the whole 
ot the causes which induced him to that resolution, in order that measures 
might be takqp to remove them, since by the friendship and assist;)nee of 
the English Company, and by the zealous exertions of myself, hi? uncerc 
well-wisher, the administration of his government could assuredly he con- 
ducted to the prosperity of his country, to the happiness of his subjects, 
to tliEi ease and as$sffte$jon of himself, and to the acquisition of a great 
name. His Excellency replied, that this was true* but that owing to 

(the ilissendnna, onrn|tjr, cUspt&iicncttaiid uegHgen ce of the people here, Xandwtoh. m*m t } 

the incessant toil$ and cures of government, his mind Was utterly with¬ 
drawn from it amf disgusted, and that on tide account; he entertained rlic 
firm resolution of relinquishing the empire, and m his Lords® “woiild 
nominate one of his sons to succeed him, his name would remain esta¬ 
blished H 

After the relinquishment of the government, Ms Excellency had no wish 

(al Lucknow} 

of residing (here,) nor of interfering in die smallest degree in the concerns 
of the country. What his Excellency possessed was sufficient for his neces¬ 
sary eatpences, hut that whatever hb Lordship might estahll, b for his sous 
mid other branches of his family, would be a source of great is faction to 
him, and that his Excellency would with his own handts place ids *on on 
the Mils mid. 

A true translation. 

W. Scott, Resident at Lucknow. 


<8L 


* They are here placed in italics over the original words. 
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The Karl of Morning ton to the Secret Committee of the Hu non rah ie Court 
of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 28th Now Ijm 

t, According to the latest accounts dated on the 2nd of No¬ 
vember* the affairs of Mysore were in the most favourable 
condition. The whole of the country (including Sondah and 
the rest of the reserved territory, now about to be divided 
between the Company and the Nizam) having been completely 
settled, with the exception of the inconsiderable possessions 
of the Poly gar of Bulkin, against whom a small detachment 
had been sent, the army in Mysore was on the eve of being 
distributed in garrisons and cantonments. 

Under the disadvantages resulting from the recent mili¬ 
tary operations throughout the country, Purneah had dis¬ 
charged the first monthly hist of the subsidy stipulated by 
the late treaty of Seringapatam, namely, that for the month 
of July, and had announced his intention of soon paying the 
kists for August and September. 

I have very great satisfaction in informing your honourable 
Committee that the measures which I concerted with Lord 
Clive, previously to my departure from Fort St* George, for 
the purpose of reducing the southern Polygars to order and 
legal government have been executed with the greatest abi¬ 
lity and success by Major Bannerman, and that the military 
power of that refractory race of people is now completely 
extinct. 

The settlement of Tanjore has been arranged with the 
same happy success. Previously to my departure from Fort 
St. George, with Lord Clive's assistance, I framed the out¬ 
lines of a new treaty between the Rajah and the Company 
vesting the entire and exclusive administration, civil and mi¬ 
litary, of that country in the Company’s government* This 
treaty* was ratified by me in council on the 26 th instant 

11. The affairs of Oude have occupied a considerable share 
of my attention. No probability existing that Zenmuri Shah 
will be able in the course of the present season to renew his 
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^roitile attempts against Hindustan, anti a conjuncture so fa¬ 
vourable coinciding with our successes in Mysore, the most 
eligible opportunity appeared to be opened for carrying into 
execution guch a reform of the Nabob Vizier's military esta¬ 
blishments as should secure m from all future danger on the 
frontier of Oude, and should enable me to introduce a va¬ 
riety of necessary improvements in the government of that 
country. With this view it was my intention to establish a 
considerable augmentation of our troops m Oude without de¬ 
lay, and to induce the Vizier to disband, under certain regu¬ 
lations, a proportional part of his own useless and dangerous 
force* I had accordingly given orders to the Resident at 
Lucknow to commence a negotiation with his Excellency for 
this desirable purpose, and had also directed the movements 
of several bodies of troops in the provinces to be so arranged 
as to enable me, before the expiration of the cold season, to 
increase our force b Oude considerably. Before, however, 
the Resident at Litckitow could open the proposed negotia¬ 
tion with the Vizier, or had disclosed .to him any part of my 
intended plans, his Excellency, of his own accord, nmde a 
proposition to the Resident which necessarily supersedes 
every other arrangement* 

III, For several months past his Excellency had intimated 
to the Resident from time to time an earnest desire to commu¬ 
nicate to me an improved system for the government of Oude, 
But whenever the Resident had pressed his Excellency for a 
more full explanation of the nature of the proposed arrange¬ 
ment in order that it might be transmitted to me, his Excel¬ 
lency had evaded the discussion with evident symptoms of 
agitation of mind* At length on the 12th of November, at 
an interview which his Excellency had himself desired (and 
it is important again to remark that at this period no propo¬ 
sition had reached his Excellency from the Resident or from 
me with relation to the hi crease oi the force in Oude), his 
Excellency signified an anxious desire and a fixed determi¬ 
nation to abdicate altogether the government of Oude, and 
requested the Resident to draw, for the purpose of being 
forwarded to me, the enclosed paper which 1 received last 
night* 


* See \}* 153. 
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. Hie Excellency appears to have adopted tlie resolution 
of abdicating the government upon the matures t deliberation* 
Your honourable Committee -.will observe that his Excellency 
declares this resolution to have originated in the reciprocal 
aversion subsisting between himself anil his subjects (an 
aversion, which, on his part, be declares to have grown into 
absolute disgust), and in his sense of his own incompetency 
from various other considerations, to administer the govern¬ 
ment either with satisfaction to himself or advantage to his 
people. But although such considerations may in some de¬ 
gree have influenced his Excellency's determination, I am 
inclined to believe that the principal causes are to be traced 
in the timidity and the avarice of his disposition ; for it is 
proper to apprize your honourable Committee that he has 
intimated an expectation of being permitted to retire with 
the treasures which he may have amassed, 

V * Your honourable Committee will remark that the Resident 
has used several arguments, but without effect, to dissuade 
his Excellency from the proposed abdication. If therefore 
his Excellency should ultimately persevere in this declared 
intention, it must be deemed entirely and absolutely his own 
voluntary act, 

VI, Whatever may have been the motives, or whatever shall 
be the ultimate decision of his Excellency on this occasion, it 
is my intention to profit by the event to the utmost practi¬ 
cable extent; and I entertain a confident hope of being able 
either to establish, with the consent of the Vizier, the sole 
and exclusive authority of the Company within the province 
of Dude and its dependencies, or at least to place our interests 
in that quarter on an improved and durable foundation* 

VII- It occurs to me to be necessary to add in explanation of 
the close of the third paragraph of this letter, that although 
the necessity of a reform of the Vizier's military establish¬ 
ments had been for a considerable time under discussion be¬ 
tween his Excellency and me, and had even been fully ad¬ 
mitted by bis Excellency, no detailed measures with a view 
to the execution of such a plan bad yet been suggested, nor 
had my intention of immediately augmenting our force in 
Oude been communicated to his Excellency when be opened 
his mind to the Resident at Lucknow* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

MoRNINGTOxW 
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No, XLVI. 

The Kurt of Morninjfton to the Mg$ Honourable Lord Clive. 

My Lord, Fort William, 13tL Dec. 1799, 

'.1 1 ’is,letter will be presented to your Lordship by a pre¬ 
late of'the Armenian Church, the Archbishop and Nuncio of 
Mount Ararat, 

_ arrived here lately from Armenia, in 3m progress to 
visit the different Armenian churches in India, a septennial 
visitation of which takes place, as I understand, under the 
direction of the Chief Patriarch of the Armenian Church. I 
received the Archbishop of Ararat at my levee soon after his 
arrival here; on this occasion he presented to me an address, 
subscribed by himself and another Armenian divine (the 
Nuncio ot Jerusalem) congratulating mo on tine happy termi¬ 
nation of the late war with Tippodt Sultaun. 

.As (die Archbishop now proceeds hi the discharge of his 
mission, to Port St. George, I beg leave to recommend him 
to your Lordship's countenance and attention during his re- 
side nee at the seat of your government, 

I have the honour to he, &c, 

Mqrnihgton. 


No. XLVII. 

U.-Col. JFm. Kirkpatrick to Lt.-Col. friiliam Scott, Metidmtt at Lucknow. 

® ia » Fort William. Kith Dec, 1 “99, 

I am ditected by the blight Honourable the Governor-Ge- 
ncral to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to his .Lord- 
ship, dated the g&nd of November,* containing a paper com¬ 
municated by you to his Lordship in pursuance of the ear¬ 
nest injunction of the Vizier. 

I have the honour to enclose an answer from his Lord- 
ship to that paper, together with a translation of the same in 
Persian. 


* 8ee ]>a#e 152, 
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His Lordship is pleased to authorize you to make such 
alterations in this paper (adhering to its general spirit and 
tenor) previously to the communication of it to the Vizier, as 
circumstances not at present in the knowledge of bis Lord- 
ship may suggest to you to he necessary or advisable* You 
are even empowered not to deliver the paper to his Excel¬ 
lency if, previously to your receipt of it, his Excellency 
should either have actually acquiesced in the general tenor of 
the treaty forwarded to you on the 22nd ultimo, or have indi¬ 
cated a disposition to do so; and you should have f.ny rea¬ 
son to apprehend that the communication of this paper might 
have the effect of retarding or of otherwise disturbing the 
arrangements. His Lordship, however, is inclined to think 
that the train of reasoning contained in this document is 
equally calculated (by establishing the reasonableness and 
necessity of the modification of Ins Exr lleney’s wishes pro* 
posed by his Lordship), to remove an i objection which his 
Excellency may have started to the ain principle of the 
treaty, and to confirm his approbation, ' it, should he have 
already acceded to it. 

In the event of your communicating to the Vizier the ac¬ 
companying paper, or the substance of it, you will previously 
affix to it a copy of the treaty transmitted to you on the2£nd 
ultimo, with such alterations in the same as you may have 
thought proper to adopt in consequence of the authority 
given you for this purpose. 

You w ill perceive that the enclosed answer of the Gover¬ 
nor-General to the paper containing the formal annunciation 
of the Vizier’s determination to abdicate the Government is 
silent on that passage of the letter which relates to the main¬ 
tenance of his Excellency’s name. The reason why Ids 
Lordship has not judged it necessary to notice this topic is, 
that it did not appear to him to have originated with his Ex¬ 
cellency, but to have arisen rather out of what had dropped 
from you in the course of the discussion; a consideration 
which, joined to the general character of the Vizier, disposes 
his Lordship to believe that his Excellency may not insist on 
this point. If, however contrary to the expectation of his 
Lordship, his Excellency should appear anxious on the sub¬ 
ject, his Lordship conceives it will be sufficient to answer, 
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his Excellency's absolute and formal abdication of the 
government is neither wished for nor approved by his Lord- 
ship, and that as Ins Excellency will not only retain, together 
with his wealth, all bis present distinctive honours and titles, 
but will also possess the power of transmitting both to his 
heirs, there can be no more danger of the extinction of his name 
than attaches equally to every other human establishment, 

I am further directed by the Governor-General, to signify 
to you his Lordship's desire, that you will furnish him as soon 
as possible, with u detailed report of the causes which appear 
to you to have led to the recent and unexpected proposition 
of the Vizier, In reviewing this transaction. Ids Lordship 
wishes you to consider and state particularly, whether his 
Excellency lias in any, and in what degree, been influenced on 
this occasion, by any of the measures adopted by his Lord- 
ship with a view to the reform of bis Excellency s military 
establishments. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Wm, Kirkpatrick, Military Secretary, 

Minuft: by (he Gonernot^GeheraL 

Fort William, Kith December, 1 79$, 
The Bight Honourable the Goyemor-OcncraL having- received from the 
Resident at Lucknow a paper m the Persian language (with a translation of 
the same in English), prepared by the Resident in conformity to the desire 
of Ills Excellency the Nawuub Vizier, and subsequently transmitted to 
the Governor-Genera], in consequence of the earnest injunction of Ids 
Excellency * and the Governor-General having given the most attentive 
consideration to the wishes of his Excellency the Nawaub Vizier expressed 
In that paper, the Resident is hereby commanded to address his Excellency 
in the name of his Lordship, to the fnUowiite effect 

His Lordship U fully apprised of the various difficulties which obstruct 
the due administration of the Government of Oude in his Excellency 1 * 
hands, as well as of the nature of those secret causes which disturb the 
tranquillity of Ins mtnd, The Governor-General entirely concurring in the 
truth of his Excellency's voluntary and candid declaration, that the adverse 
disposition, enmity and disobedience of his people,'added to the negligence 
of his ministers, render it impossible for bin Excellency to conduct the 
affairs of Ilia Government, either with ease to himself or advantage to his 
subjects. 

The Governor-General hae observed, with the most anxious concern, the 
inveterate abuses which have disgraced every brunch of the Civil Govern¬ 
ment of Chide, perverted the administration of justice, impaired die sources 
of revenue, industry, and commerce, and destroyed the foundations of 
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prosperity and individual happmea? in that fertile* but Splitting 
country* HIj Lord ship has also lamented the niieqtriy0o.nl symptoms which 
have occurred within his own knowledge, of the disorderly mu! mutinous 
spirit of hh Excellency's army; of the refractory temper of a great proportion 
of )w people, and of the general disaffection unhappily prevailing towards 
Ixift MCelt&qfi person and Government* The pressure of these calamities 
has been much aggravated, in his Lordship 1 * judgment* by his certain con* 
viction of the utter insufficiency of any instruments or means which Uls 
Excellency's own service or resources can furnish, to repress evils of such 
magnitude, violence, and power. Hut Lordship, therefore ban always been 
satisfied that the direct aid anti interposition of tire Company's Government, 
strengthened by the liberal confidence and cordial cooperation of his Excel¬ 
lency, were indispensably necessary to restore slie welfare of his people, 
the dignity of his Government, the security of his person and dominions, 
and the repose of his mind. 

Under these impressions, his Lordship represented to bis Excellency the 
urgent necessity of a speedy reform in his Excellency’s jpilitary establish¬ 
ments, as a measure preliminary to the introduction of any possible im¬ 
provements in other branches of the Government, and Absolutely requisite 
for the immediate protection of hh Excellency's person and dominions 
against domes tic treason or foreign invasion. 

His Excellency has repeatedly declared the proposed reform to be indis¬ 
pensably necessary to tlie%ecomplishmeit$ of the salutary purposes already 
enumerated, and m the same spirit of candour and justice has acknowledged 
this important measure to be impracticable without the Sift and interposition 
of the British Government, employed to Invigorate his Excellency’s autho¬ 
rity, and to confirm his power. 

The Nawaub Vizier’s abdication of the Government was never In the 
Governoi^GeucraPs contemplation, nor has his Lordship ever deemed such 
a step to be necessary, with a view eUher to the reform of the army or of 
the Government of Oude, The resolution which his Exc ellency baa signi¬ 
fied, is therefore entirely novel to his Lordship's mind, which had never 
formed any other view than to conciliate hia Excellency’s entire confidence 
in the power and wisdom of the Company, and his cordial acceptance of 
their assistance in correcting the abuses of which Im Excellency has com¬ 
plained, and in improving the administration of his affairs* 

The 1 evolution to make an absolute and formal abdication of the Govern¬ 
ment having, however, originated in his Excellency's mind, and being the 
result of his own free will and mature deliberation, grounded on menu- 
testable facts, and maintained by arguments of considerable force, the 
Govern or-Genera! will distinctly state for the Nawaub Vizier's considera¬ 
tion* such modifiations of his Excellency’s original resolution as appeiu to 
hia Lordship calculated to secure the just object which it is designed to 
accomplish, and the extensive interests which it involves. 

The Govern or-General, however, must declare, without reserve, that he 
considers the formal abdication of the Nawmib Vizier, in the manner pro¬ 
posed by his Excellency, to be utterly incompatible with his Excellency’s 
proposed objects, as w-jll as with the securi-y of every interest connected 
with the prosperity of Oude, 
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In considering the jfcrguan«ftta on which his Lordship's objections are 
founded, ;£ is nectary locate the nature and effect of his Excellency's 
abdication according to the terni3 of hb own proposition. 

The nature of the Nawaub VSlert proposition m t that he should re I hi- 
qdsh the GovernmcsU^dtogether, quit Lucknow, and abstain from all inter¬ 
ference in the concerts of the country* that the Oovernor*Gehjcrul should 
non’ mate one of his ^sfcelleucy^ sons to succeed to the Musmid] and to he 
placed un it h y hiss ExceHeiicy’s own hands; that his Excellency should 
retire with possessions, which lie states to bo sufficient for his necessary 
expens&|; and finally, that the Governor-General should establish a provi¬ 
sion for the expenses of his Excellency's sons and of the other branches of 
hh family* 

Whatever latitude, the practice and laws of Hindustan may adroit with 
regard to questions of succession to sovereign power, the Governor-General 
is decidedly of opinion, that in the event of his Excellency's abdication no 
reasonable ground #ouhj exist for the exclusion of his Excellency's eldest 
son. His Excellency’s abdication* therefore, on the terms proposed, must 
be accompanied by the hmnedlate accession of his Excellency's eldest son 
to the IVJumiud. 

Under whatever terms or arrangements a successor might be placed on 
the Musnad, he must retain all the necessary responsibility and stale of 
that elevated situation, and must he rendered accountable for all the public 
debts, and for all the arrears of the civil and military establishments* The 
discharge of these demands, and the provision to be made for the unavoida¬ 
ble expeusesof the Nawaub Glvauzec u dee.t f JydcrKhmto would necessarily 
diminish those funds which the Nawauh baadut All Khaun probably pro¬ 
poses to reserve entire for bis own separate use. His Excellency the 
N&waub Saadut Ali cannot reasonably expect that those treasures which 
now fort# a part of his Excellency's means of fulfilling his public engage- 
meats, and consequently a part of the Company's security can be abso¬ 
lutely aiic tinted from the Musnud of Oude, and the Nawaub Ghauzee « decn 
Hyder Khaun subjected to the same engagements as the Nawaub Saadut 
AH, with reduced means of fulfilling them. 

The Kawaub Saadut Ali, upon Uu abdication, would therefore deem it 
just to transfer a large portion of his treasures either to his successor or to 
the Company, and he would thus necessarily reduce in a proportionate 
degree the funds allotted for his own private maintenance* 

It i? for his Excellency's serious consideration, whether the tranquil lily 
of his mind would be restored by the establishment of his eldest son in a 
situation which might produce a relaxation of filial duties, alfeetions, and 
oblipiioiis, and might excite sentiments of distrust and jealousy, if not or 
animosity and aversion* 

The. Govern or-General is persuaded that after his Excellency the Na- 
waub Saadut Ati had actually abdicated the Government, bis Excellency 
would neither feel nor express any desire to resume sovereign authority, 
or to contend with the exalted dignity and power transferred to the hands 
of the Nawaub Ghauzec u deen Hyder Khaim* But the history of the' 
world has proved that few prince 3 have possessed the fortitude to remain 
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content in retirement after the abdication of sovereign p,toer; and the 
Nawaub Ghauzefe u deem Hyder Khaim* adverting to historical examples, 
and to the uniform experience of former ages, would always apprehend 
the possibility of a change in the Nuwauh Saadttt AH^resoimion, and 
would perpetually anticipate the revival of tin; spirit of ambition, of the 
desire of empire, grandeur, and honour; the natural passinnH of great and 
noble minds* Such appreiumsione and jealousies in the mind of 1m Excel¬ 
lency's successor might, produce the most fatal attempts against 4ns Excel* 
lency’s repose, and even against his personal safety. 

His Excellency states it to be his intention to quit Lucknow after his 
proposed abdication, but dt*e$ not expressly signify whether the place of 
Ms residence would he fixed within the dominions of the Nawauh Ghauaee 
xi dceo Hyder Khaurt, or of the Company. If his Excellency* deprived of 
power, should remain In Glide, the disquietudes and dangers of hi* situa¬ 
tion would he greatly multiplied in number, anti aggravated in effect* He 
would be surrounded by solicitude and alarm, and merthced not only by the 
jealous* of his successor, hut by the enmity of all those among his Excel¬ 
lency’s former subjects, who may now he d is eon ten ted with his Excellency’s 
Government, or disaffected towards his person* 

Even if it were possible, in point of justice, that his Excellency should 
abdicate* reserving to himself the sole property in his entire treasure, and 
should be settled in Ouctt, under the government of the Navvaub Ghaiissee 
u deou Hyder Khan0, with such an immense mass of wealth, it is evident 
that his Excellency’s peril would bo increased in proportion to the magni¬ 
tude of his treasure j nor would the Company engage to protect hi* Excel¬ 
lency^ property, or bis personal safety, within the territories of Cade, 
tinder the government of Jus Excellency ’s successor. 

His Excellency's danger would certainly be loss within the Company's 
provinces, but it would he too sanguine an expectation to suppose that 
anxiety and danger would not reach his retreat even in that situation, 
while the Musmid trif Oude should be occupied by a successor suspicious of 
his Excellency’s intent ions, and jealous of hte wealth. 

On the whole, therefore, it would he contrary to every principle of justice 
and good faith, that his Excellency should abdicate with livid treasure, 
leaving his successorwith reduced means to satisfy engagements contracted 
j>y his Excellency himself, and leaving the Company with u diminished 
security, and mi increased charge to provide for the defence of the country, 
and for the maintenance of his Excellency’s numerous family. 

Even this armngoment would expose his Excellency to perpetual hazard 
and vexation in his retirement. 

His Excellency, however, being incapable of insisting on any propo¬ 
sition, of which the injustice towards bis successor and the Company b 
manifest, no alternative would be left but to encrocch on the funds destined 
for his private maintenance, and thus his abdication, accompanied by the 
accession of one of bis sons, would at once reduce his Excellency's income, 
and aggravate the solicitude of his mind. 

Such are the objections to his Excellency’s abdication in the manner 
proposed by himself, as far us they relate to his individual comfort and 
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personal ewe. The Governor-General, however* is satisfied that Ilia Excel¬ 
lency would readily sacrifice these considerations to the advantage of his 
subject a; and if the surrender of a large portion of the fund? requisite for 
his Excellency 1 * private maintenance, if tbfl degradation of his dignity, the 
exposure of his person to dun er h and of h» mind to perpetual agitation 
and alarm, could secure a w'm aid just *edmimsiraiS6n of the Government 
of Oude, or eouhl restore the happiness of the people, the Governor- 
General would upplaad hh ExceHenc^s beumdent deter; om&tion to incur 
the pressure of such accunula fed for the public coed; but his 

Lordship is satisfied that the All'a abdication, acco'tp.nkd 

by the ttcoe'iou of one of hi# would he m iejorjous p* chft intermits 
of the people bifOtide, as to those of the N&wnub Saadut Ali hint ; d'. 

The sam< ivisdoro and penetration which have opened to hi s Li*ivik*ncy'a 
view the reed nature of the cm bo moments in which he i? involved> and 
convincedin>n of his inability to extricate himself by his own exertion s 
will equally satisfy hkn, thkteril# of AicU magnitude and ihyctornev cauuot be 
remedied otherwise than by the gradual and regular operation of u w-tem 
of administration founded on principles of substantial justice and of ae 
policy, and enforced by ail the power and energy of the British Government. 

It must be obvious to his Excellency that the immediate accession of his 
eldest, or of any of his sons, to the Musnud, would be altogether incotu- 
patible with the establishment of such a system. What rational hope 
could he entertained that any of these young princes would be competent 
to the correction of those evils which his Excellency himself, aided by all 
his knowledge and experience of public affaire, has confessed, himself, 
unable to remedy* 

Under the administration of a successor, destitute of his Excellency’s 
experience and knowledge, nil the existing evils in the state and condition 
of the country of Oude would, of necessity, be augmented, and with the 
rapid increase of every abuse in the Civil and Military Government, the 
danger of the country from foreign enemies, and the domestic misery of 
the inhabitants, would be aggravated in an equal proportion. 

Long and severe experience has manifested the incfik-acy of any par uni 
or indirect interference of the British Government for the reform of the 
administration of Oude. * The same causes which have hitherto frustrated 
every endeavour of the Company’s Government to accomplish that salu¬ 
tary object by the mere eiFeec of advice and admonition, would continue 
to operate under every divided Government. No beneficial result can be 
expected from the utmost efforts of the wisdom aufl justice of (In: Com¬ 
pany whilst another power shall exist in the country to exclude the intro¬ 
duction of every salutary reform, or to counteract its operation. 

If a wise system of administration could be established and enforced 
under a divided authority, his Excellency must be sensible that His own 
government afforded the most favourable prospects to the Company ; the 
Governor-General confidently expected to And in his Excellency the Na« 
waub Sandut Ali whatever the personal character of the Sovereign of 
Oude could supply to counteract the inherent delects in the frame of the 
Government. The sense entertained by hia Excellency of his own tlifS* 
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cnltiea find the unreserved com muni cation which he lia* made of their 
r aua^v afford the strongest pledge of Mb sincere disposition to effect u 
sikbatantW reform. If with these inclinations on the part of his Excel¬ 
lency, and with the anxiety of the British Goserunwmt Cor the entabU*^ 
mcJ tt of a just xnd efficient system of adminiatratitm throughout Uic 
country of Glide, both putfea now despair of accomplishing their com¬ 
mon views under the present const it #i6n of the G^eniineui what pro¬ 
spect tarn remain of *uch improvement under u successor whose. /Mill and 
ufexperiencfe might npt only render him in sensible to the present system 
0 f ahuae^ hut might expose him to the evil influence of every person inte¬ 
rested in its perpetuation I If/therefore, the Nawmb Viater should he 
diapoiisid to ridtequi*h Margo portion of his treasure for the purpose of 
Mihstirutiogmieonds sons on the Muamul, the Gover n or •Gene nil must 
object to such an :■ r range men t: becawft© he: convinced that, under such 
a the present abusive svs.tem of Government would become 

absolutely incorrigible, and the MuJrij*?* of Undo would he exposed to 
tbft utmost extremity of distress. 

But let \m Excellency scriinudy reflect on the situation ot ms successor, 
deprived of the treasures of the State, and possessing no other resource 
timu the current collections from the country to provide for the arrears of 
!lie civil and inilittiry etteblishmente, for the sums due to the native public 
creditors, and for the necessary expenses “f the Government, The Go¬ 
vernor-General is persuaded that his Excellency will acknowledge the 
necessary operation of such an arrangement on the condition of the 
people. Tlirir Bufferings roust accumulate in proportion to the embarrass¬ 
ments ^the Prince on the Mustmd; and the mult must inevitably be a 
slate of general confusion, and ultimately of desolation and despair. 

With regard to the interests of the Company, they are inseparably con¬ 
nected with the safety of His Excellency, and with the prosperity oft hide; 
every objection, therefore, to bis Excellency's abdication affecting either 
of these important objects, must be considered to apply with equal force 
to the security uud honour of the British Government. But, his Excel¬ 
lency* a proposition involves the immediate interest of the C ompany di¬ 
rectly, and in the moot serious and important articles of its military re* 
sources, and of the protection and defence of its own dominions. 

His Excellency was placed on the Musnud by the justice of the British 
Government, and has been maintained in that high situation by the British 
Power; and he is hound towards the Co nip any by certain pubHc engage¬ 
ments, the just performance of which it is equally the duty of Ms Excel¬ 
lency and of the Govern or-General to secure. Since His Excellency’s 
accession be has been enabled to make u considerable addition to Ids trea¬ 
sure, while the arrears of certain branches of the public establishments 
have increased, and no provision baa been made tor their discharge. Under 
those circumstances, his Excellency^ retirement from the Government in 
favour of any other successor than the Company would indeed exonerate 
bis Exe&Ucacy from his engagements under the late treaty ; and (on the 
Conditions stated hy his Excellency) would leave him in possession of 
whatever public treasure has devolved to him hy the removal of Vizier 
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has since been accumulated by friin&elf, under tlie jffotecftm 
tumpany. But the ^oibarratsmcim of the state ol Oude and of the 
Company would be augmented in the satnc pm port ion m which his Excel- 
Imuy would be relieved. His Excellency’s statesstir would fee left hi a 
Mtimtiou of the utmost distress, with resources utterly inadequate to the 
present payment of the subsidy $ while the security of the Company for 
the future payment of that demand would he shaken to the foundation by 
the desperate state of the country. The Govern or-Gen oral has already 
adverted to this argument in preceding passages of this paper; 1 ml the 
particular obligations of the aitluous trust reposed by the Company in hU 
own person compel his Lordship to declare that, on this ground aloft®, (it 
no other objection had existed) he should have deemed himself compelled 
by his duty towards hh country, and towards the English Company, to 
discountenance and even to oppose the retirement of his Excellency from 
the Government of Glide, on the conditions of his appropriating a share 
of the public treasure to his own use, and of his leaving at the same time 
a successor on the JVlusnud, hound by the treaty which his Excellency con¬ 
cluded with Sir John Shore, but deprived by his Excellency of the power 
of executing its stipulations. 

His Lordship also declares his opinion, that the interests of the Com¬ 
pany would be directly injured by a transfer of the Musmid of Oude (even 
if accompanied by a transfer of the whole treasure) to one of his Excel¬ 
lency’s sons, because none of those young Princes cun be so well qualified 
us his Excellency to discharge either the duties of alliance and friendship 
towards the Company or those of protection towards the people of Oude, 

Having thus enumerated the obstacles which preclude the Governor- 
GeneraVs acquiescence in die Nawaub Vizier’s proposition as communi¬ 
cated by his Excellency's command, his Lordship submits to his Excel¬ 
lency's consideration in the annexed draft of a treaty, an arrangement 
which appears calculated to reconcile bis Excellency’s desire of retiring 
from Use Government of Oude with the principles of national justice, 
sound policy, and public faith, as well as with those of personal dignity, 


security, and honour. 

The Governor-General adheres to the judgment which he originally 
formed respecting the Government of Oude, retaining a firm conviction 
that U can never I e administered with ease to his Excellency, or with ad¬ 
vantage to his subjects, without the direct introduction of the British 
power ; and his Lordship also continues of opinion, that his Excellency 
may be enabled to invigorate and amend the administration of the Govern¬ 
ment of Oude, and also to secure for himself a safe and dignified retreat 
from the cares and dangers of his present situation without proceeding to 
the extremity of a formal abdication of the Musnud. 

The (Governor-General, however, is willing to accede 10 the Nawatib 
Vizier’s desire of retiring from Lucknow, ami his Excellency may rely on 
the most anxious exertions of the British Government to afford him every 
demonstration of respect and attachment wherever he may fix the place of 
hU retirement. It must he evident to the wisdom ot the Nawaub Vizier 
that the evil dispositions, enmity, and disobedience, of which his Excel- 
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y now complains* us well us those oaus.es which, have withdrawn his 
mind from the Government of Chide, and disgusted him with hi a present 
^Tturttfots,mustever expose hie residence in any part of Oude to disquie¬ 
tude and dUturbanee. Hll Lordship, therefore, strongly recommends, 
that his Excellency should iiac the seat of his future residence within the 
Company^ dominions, 

“ Hia Excellency appears tn he fully convinced not only that it will ever 
be impossible to apply an effectual remedy to any of the evila existing- In 
the state of Oude, while a divided authority shall be exercised in the 
country, hut that no other power than the British Government is campe* 
t^nt to exercise a single and individual authority over that extensive empire 
tor the beneficial purposes of restoring public order, internal tranquillity, 
and external strength. 

The Governor-General, therefore, advises the Nawaub Vizier to vest the 
exclusive administration of the civil and military Government of Otide and 
its dependencies in the hands of the Company, with such ample powers m 
shall enable the Company to act with vigour and promptitude in every 
b rib eh and department of the State, 

The Nnwauh Vizier is well apprized that no temporary power can be 
efficient. Instability in the constitution of a Government is the source of 
languor and weakness in all its operations. The subjects of a temporary 
Government are perpetually ugitated by the expectation of change; and 
the Government itself cannot establish any systematic or comprehensive 
plan of administration, In me h a state, mutual doubt and uncertainty 
destroy that confidence which forms the most solid foundation of the reci¬ 
procal duties of allegiance and protect ion between the people and the 
governing power. 

The Nawaub Vizier, by his own voluntary declarations, and by the 
extraordinary communication which he has directed to be made to the 
Governor-General, has imposed on Ids Lotdship a solemn duty of the 
utmost delicacy, but of the most comprehensive extent * affecting the 
dearest and most valuable interests of a great Empire, not merely far the 
present moment, but to the most remote period of time \ and touching the 
honour of the British name, as long as that mvmc shall be commemorated 
among mankind. Tins doty is to be discharged with respect towards bis 
Excellency, but ivirh a freedom proportioned 1 to the importance and solem¬ 
nity of the occasion, v ‘ h these sentiment?, in replying to the Nawaub 
Vizier\s communication, his Lordship conceives himself to bo bound to 
commit the permanent and perpetual interests of the inhabitants of Oude 
in the establishment of a just and wise system of government, on such 
solid foundations ns shall assure its continuance, by the best securities 
which the nature of cireamstauees can afford in this quarter of the 
globe. 

The Governor-General, therefore, strongly recommends that the powers 
tn he vested hy the Nawaub Vizier in the “Company shall be perpetual in 
duration, as well aa ample in extent; and his Lordship, in the name of 
the English Company, hereby declares, that he will not accept the admi- 
uistraikm oF the Government of Oude under a limited or temporary com- 
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fMpon ; because such a commission would only serve 1o delude 
ivaub Vizier, his subjects, tnu\ the Company, by vain expectations of 
reform, which could neither be effectual nor permanent. 

With these preliminary observation^ the Oovernor-General request the 
attention of the Nnwaub Vizier to the articles of the annexed draft of a 
treaty, which his Lordship trusts will he found to contain the most liberal 
provision for his Excellency and his family, as well as the most salutary 
amncemen t for the Government of Onde. 

if hk Excellency should be pleased to conclude a treaty on the basis of 
the annexed draft, Lieu ten ant-Colon el Scott is furnished with full powers 
for the purpose. The Naivaub Vlzierk retirement from Lucknow may he 
accomplished at any period of time must convenient to him, without any 
formality offensive to the honour or dignity of his Excellency j sind a 1 it 
has been generally understood that the Oovernor-Geueralk public duties 
may detain his Lordship fur some time to ctone within the Company^ pro* 
vinces, his Excellency might retire from Lucknow at a proper season ior 
the ostensible purpose of meeting his Lordship either at Benares, or at 
any place to be appointed in Bahac or Bengal. In the mean while ilia 
Excellency must be sensible that every consideration of his o^m security 
and interests, ns well as of the peace of Oude requires, that no part of 
this important transaction should transpire until the necessary arrange¬ 
ments shall be sufficiently mature to admit of its final disclosure. 

With this view the Governor-General trusts that the Nawaub Vizier will 
aftord every facility towards the aiigmeutation of the British force inOLidc, 
as well as to its distribution, b such manner as the Resident shall recom¬ 
mend. 

The Nawaub Vizier mil consider the contents of this paper to be de* 
rived exclusively from his Excellency’s own unsolicited and unsuggoated 
proposition, as signified to the Resident on the 12th of November, 1799- 
If his Excellencywisdom should dispose him to decline any arrange¬ 
ment founded on the annexed draft of a treaty, the Govern ur-Gencral 
most earnestly and anxiously solicits his Excellency to advert, with all 
practicable despatch, to the indispensable necessity of adopting effectual 
measures for the reform of' his military establishments previous to the 
conclusion of the present favourable season. His Lordship relics on the 
Nawaub Vizier’s repeated assurances, that this moat urgent and important 
object will neither be frustrated nor delayed. 


Mornington, 


UiCUT^GE^EHAL STUAllT, TO 

No. XLVIII. 

The / txier of Ou<Ie to the EeH &f Mitrmng im* 

Received at Fort William, 21st December; 179!?* 

1 have just now under stood from a letter received by Colonel 
ticott from Colonel Collins* that Rajah Pertaub Sing* of Jye- 
pore, haying secured the assassin, Yiaier AH* Sad delivered 
him up to Colonel Collins, and that officer was proceeding 
with him in safe custody to this quarter; intimation of which 
pleasing intelligence afforded me the sheerest joy and satis¬ 
faction. This event must be attributed to the wisdom and 
prudence of the Company's Government, and to the fear 
entertained of their power and influence, and will doubtless 
be mi example and disappointment to the enemies of the two 
states* May the just and righteous God ever in this manner 
abandon and punish the enemies of our respective govern¬ 
ment^ arid may lie prosper to all friends, this grateful intel¬ 
ligence* 

I hope from your Lordship's kindness, that* deeming me 
desirous of receiving the pleasing accounts of your Lordship's 
health, you will continue to gratify me with letters until I 
may have the pleasure of a personal intercourse with your 
Lordship* 

A true Translation, 

N. B. Em\ ok stone. 


No* XLIX. 

Irt&utm&ni- Geneh&l Stuart to the Earl of Mornington. 

My Loan, Head Quarters, Bombay, 2Ut December, 17^>* 

As the returning ships of the season are preparing to leave 
this port, I cannot think of quitting India without conveying 
to your Lordship my grateful acknowledgments for the nume¬ 
rous instances of attention with which you have been pleased 
to honour me, and to express my unfeigned sentiments of 
veneration for your eminent character. The full establish¬ 
ment of the British Empire in India has been accomplished 
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'er your Lordships administration- By the energy and 
wisdom of your councils, die English arms have been directed 
to the moat decisive and resplendent conquest that has been 
achieved in any nge. But a discerning mind, my Load, will 
not fail to respect the moral goodness of your Govornfiient, 
and to distinguish on a scale, even superior'to victory, the 
uniform exercise of authority for virtuous purposes* 

I shall not engage your LordshipV time further, at present, 
than to inform you that I have taken my passage on tin? 
Woodfotd, and expect, finally, to sail from the coast of Ma¬ 
labar in the first week of February- It will afford me infinite 
satisfaction to receive any commands that you may have for 
England previous to my departure; and although I cannot 
flatter myself of being of any service to you in that country, 
I beg you to accept of my fervent wishes for the continued 
prosperity of your Lordship's administration of these invalua¬ 
ble possessions,—and I have the honour to remain, with 
perfect respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most faithful, obliged, 
and devoted servant, 

J. Stuart, 


No. L. 

The Honourable P. Speke, Member of Council, to the Ear! of Monringtm* 

My Lord, Ut January, mil 

Nothing can be so cordially grateful to me, as any mark 
of your Lordship’s favour. A seal of Tippoo Sultanas the 
gift of your Lordship, is indeed a most auspicious commence¬ 
ment of the new year* May it bring your Lordship, if it ts 
possible, an increase of glory- No length of time can ever 
weaken in the slightest degree, my sensations at the prodigies 
we,have seen in the East in the year 1799, or my admiration 
of the talents and great qualities that could give them in so 
short a space, both birth and maturity. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Your Lordship’s highly honoured 
and most faithful Servant, 

F\ Sclxe. 



M'-Hisrjf 


UIStm-OEKERAL HARK IS. 

Noi Li, 

The Hftn 1 '(ruble WUlhm Coteper, Member of Council, to the Earl of 
Momingtm, 

Mv LflP) ■Calcutta, Jftotiflry, Isty 1800 . 

I amhighly honoured and gratified by the receipt of your 
Lordship 7 ** note* and the seal which accompanied it- l will 
ever keep it in memory of the great and glorious events of 
tins past yCar, and allow me, my Lord* to add, that l shall 
never look upon it without emotions of grateful respect and 
attachment for the noble donor. 

1 have the honour to subscribe myself, my Lord, 
Your Lordship's faithful and devoted Servant, 

William Cowfer, 


No* Lit 

(Military Department*) 

Fort "William, January 11th, 1800. 
Minute by the Governor General, 

I th^nk it proper to record the annexed papers for the 
information of the members of the Council, and of the Honour¬ 
able the Court of Directors. 

To the Earl of Morningt<)ii $ JSf.P. tyc, $-t\ 

My LoiU>, Madras, November 12th 

The army which by your Lordship’s directions, proceeded 
to the capital of the late Tippoo Suit aun, ami achieved the 
conquest of Mysore, resolved upon the plains ofSeringapatam, 
to request your Lord ship’s acceptance of a star and badge of 
the order of St. Patrick, made from the jewels of the Sultaun, 
as a mark of their high respect. 

In the name, ami by the desire of that army, I have 
now the honour to present your Lordship with the star and 
badge* 

In performing this pleasing duty, I am proud to feel and 
to acknowledge, that the splendid success of the late campaign 
must, under divine Providence, be in justice referred to the 
instructive wisdom and characteristic energy of your Lord’ 
ship’s councils- Those councils have formed a memorable 
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by your Loroehij; instru- 
itrne of these inestimable 
relinks of satisfaction and 


inestimable 
fiction and 


the history of India, From their effects the Company 
irkSgained a new source of increasing prosperity, and in their 
operation the wide spread interests of the British empire in 
the East, being consolidated and raised on aflrmand 
basis, have attained an eminence of elevation 
hitherto unknown. 

The glory of having been made 
mental to the acquirement of some 
advantages, excites in my mind feelings 
gratitude, which no language can adequately conv 
A copy of the letter to me from Major-Gener 
President of the Prise Committee, I have the honour 


enclose.'* 

I remain with the highest respect. 

Your Lordship's 

very faithful and devoted humble Servant, 

George Harms, 

Lieut*-General and Commanderdn-Chtef 
of his Majesty's and the Honourable Com¬ 
pany's Forces, on the coasts of Coromandel 
and Malabar. 


* Enclosure. 


To Lkui.-Generd Harm, Commmder-in-Chief, $c. 

g 1B ^ Choultry Plain, November 9th 1?9JX 

The army, that under your command achieved the conquest of the empire 
of the late Tipnoo Sultana, in the spring of this year, being nxm* to 
Oder the Earl of Mbmington, K.P. Governor-General, whose wisdom pre¬ 
pared and directed that event, some marks of its high esteem, has caused 
a star and badge of the order of St. Patrick to be prepared, in which aa 
many of the jewels ns could be found suitable, where taken irum the treu~ 

^I^have novTthe pleasure of sending you the same, in a gold box and a 

wooden case, , . , 

I have the honour to request you will be pleased to present the star ami 

badge to the Earl of Moruington, in the name of the army, as a mark o 

its respect. 

I have the honour to be, bir, 

Your most obedient, and most humble Servant, 
,}. Floyd, MM President Prke Committee, 






THE EARL OF MOIttfINGTOtf, TO 


<§L 


kk E^oellenvff Lieut^Cenernl Harris Commanlier- ha -Chief of his Mu- 
Jetty"* and ihe; Honourable Company 7 * Form, on the Coasts of Coromandel, 

find Malabar, 

S i ft f Ft)rt William, January Jftfi, 1800- 

Anv mark of the respect^ that gallant army, which achieved the con- 
qu^t o f Mysore, must ever be esteemed by me as a distinguished honour, 
Ttie resolution now communicated to me by your Excellency* having 
been adopted by the army in the boor of victory! and on the field of con¬ 
quest, affords a most satisfactory testimony of their intention to associate 
my name with the memory of their unexampled triumph- 

Under this impression, the sentiments of public zeal and the just sense 
of honourable ambition, concur to render me sincerely desirous of accepting 
the gift of the army, and wearing U as an emblem of their glory, and of 
their good will towards me* 

I am satisfied that it never ivas in the contemplation of the legislature 
of Great Britain, to prohibit the acceptance of such honorary marks of 
distinction ; but an attentive examination of the lows relating to the Govern¬ 
ment of the British possessions in India will convince your Excellency, 
that l could not accept the gift, which you present to me in the name of 
the army, without violating the letter of existing statutes, and without 
creating a precedent, which might hereafter become the source of Injury 
to the public service* 

1 must therefore request your Excellency, in' assuring the army of my 
high estimation of the honour which they design to confer upon me, to 
signify that: my acceptance of it is precluded by the positive letter of 


the law** 

1 return your Excellency my thanks for the obliging expressions of your 
letter $ it is the unfeigned wish of my heart that your Excellency may long 
enjoy the grateful recollection of your eminent public services and that you 
and the unrivalled army employed in tie fate glorious war, may receive from 
your king and country every public demonstration of the same sent) merit a 
of admiration, gratitude and affectionate respect, which your conduct has 
excited throughout the British empire in India, 

[ have the honour to he with the greatest esteem and regard. Sir, 
Your Excellency's most faithful Servant, 

Morwngton* 


4 The Governor-General in the following letter to the Chairman of the 
Court of Directors, had previously signified hU intention to decline accept¬ 
ing the star* 

To the Chairman of the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Be ar Sin, Fort St. George, 6th August, 1790* 

You will perceive hy the public papers, that the army have com* to 
a resolution to present me with a diamond star, as a testimony of their 
respect. 

Although I Fed highly gratified at the favourable opinion, which an army 
so distinguished for their gallantry and exertions entertain of my conduct, 
I have upon full cons id cm lion, determined to decline this mark of honour, 
and it is my intention to signify to the army, the grounds on which 1 lave 
formed this decision, whenever the honour intended shall be offered to me* 
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Tht- Earl of Murmngtoftj Lieut*-General Stuart, &£■ 
g IRj Fort Wifliara, 1 t?th January, L800, 

I have had $be honour to receiveyottir several letters; of trie 
dates noted in the margin; the last announcing your intention 
of embarking for Europe early in the month of February- I 
lament extremely, that the state of your health should compel 
you to adopt this measure; and I shall regret with a sincerity 
proportionate to, my high sense of your professional charac¬ 
ter, the loss which the public service will sustain by your 
departure 1'rom India* 

1 am much obliged to you for your suggestion relative to 
those islands of the Lacadives and Maldives, which formed 
part of the dominions of the late Tippoo Sultamv; and 1 pro¬ 
pose hereafter to give the necessary directions on that subject* 
These possessions certainly depended either on Malabar or 
onCanara; and in either case, the sovereignty of them has 
devolved on the Company- Whether it may be expedient to 
take formal possession of them, is a question for future con¬ 
sideration* 

I request you will convey my thanks to Captain Walker, 
for the supplementary memoir on Malabar, enclosed in your 
letter of the 2nd November* l have received great satisfac¬ 
tion from his several able communications on that subject, and 
I entertain so high a sense of his talents, integrity, knowledge, 
and general character, that after your departure from India, 
it would be very satisfactory to me, if I could induce him to 
enter into my family- Having however, no situation to offer 
him but that of aid-de-camp, I fear his interests might suffer 
by the Arrangement* My intention is to endeavour to select 
at all times, from the Presidencies of Fort St* George and 
Bombay, officers of high character, qualified to give me infor¬ 
mation with regard to the local details of each Presidency- 1 
found the greatest advantage under this plan, in the assistance 
of Major Beatson previously to the late war ; and I am satis- 


Ai present, the intention of the army 1ms only appeared in the resolution 
of their Priac Committee- 1 trust that you and the Court of Directors 
will approve my conduct iu this respect* 

i have the honour to he, &e* &e* 

4 Mousing tow* 






fied that Captain Walker's services might be employed with 
greit? public benefit m my family. 


You carry with you to Europe my most cordial good wishes 
and sincere regret for your departure; if my anxious and 
repeated recommendation can have any effect, you will meet 
with the just reward of your eminent services upon your return 
to your native country; it will give me great satisfaction to 
learn that justice has been done to my wishes, and to your 
merit*. 

Believe me with great respect and esteem. Sir, 

Your most faithful and obliged Servant, 

Morningtok* 


No- UV. 

7he Governor General in Council fa (he. Honour able Court of Director*. 

Hohoxjrablk Sms, Fort William, 18,th January, 1800. 

In conformity to the intention expressed in our letter of 
the 31st ultimo from this department, we shall now enter into 
a detail of the negotiations opened at Poonnh, under the di¬ 
rection of the right honourable the Governor-General, in con¬ 
sequence of the treaty of Mysore. 

It is necessary, however* to premise that soon after the 
capture of Sermgapatam the Governor-General thought it 
proper to apprize the Resident at Poonah, that he did not 
intend to admit the Peishwa to an equal participation with 
the Company and the Nizam of the advantages resulting 
from the success which had crowned the efforts of the. com¬ 
bined Armies. His Lordship observed, on this occasion, that 
in strict justice the Peishwa was entitled to no share what¬ 
ever in these advantages, nor could the Court of Poonah, 
acting as it had done during the war, found the slightest 
claim upon the terms of any assurances which had been 
made to it on the part of the British Government, Consi¬ 
derations of policy would, however, his Lordship remarked, 
incline him to extend the benefits acquired by the exclusive 
exertions of the Company and of the Nizam, even to the 
Peishwa* faithless as his conduct had been. Of the cessions 




which on this ground it might be expedient to make to the 
Mahratta Government, his Lordship could not then state the 
precise extent, since, in the decision of such a question, much 
would depend on the behaviour of the Peishwa under the 
new posture of affairs, and much on the dispositions which 
he should indicate towards the Nizam. 

Tills communication was made to the Resident, with a view 
to enable him to regulate his language with regard to any 
expectations or hopes which he might understand the 
Peishwa to have formed in consequence of the overthrow of 
the Government of Mysore* 

The Governor-General, at a very early period after the 
reduction of Seringapatam, conceived the design of accom¬ 
plishing the whole of the arrangement with the Court of 
Poonah, sketched out in the instructions of the 8th of duly, 
1798, to Colonel Palmer by me ans of the territorial cessions, 
which it was now in the power of his Lordship to make to 
the Peishwa. The establishment of a subsidiary British 
force at Poonah still appeared to liis Lordship to be a most 
desirable measure, although its importance had been much 
diminished by the conquest of Mysore. Rut whether a re¬ 
newal of tins proposition, under the actual circumstances, 
should prove acceptable or not to the Court of Poonah, there 
were some parts of the original plan of alliance on which bis 
Lordship declared it to be his determination absolutely to 
insist, as indispensable, preliminaries to any cession of terri¬ 
tory whatever to the Peishwa. Such was a complete adjust¬ 
ment under the arbitration of the British Government of 
every point then at issue between the Courts of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, as well as an engagement to abide by the arbi¬ 
tration of the Company on all future points of difference 
w hich might arise between the Courts. Such also w as the 
perpetual exclusion of the French from the territories and 
armies of the Peishwa and a defensive alliance against any 
French invasion of India, 

The Resident was subsequently directed by the Gover¬ 
nor-General, while the negociations for die final settlement of 
Mysore were yet depending to take the first opportunity of 
assuring the Peishwu of the sincere disposition of the British 
Government {notwithstanding all that had passed) to culti¬ 
vate his friendship, and to promote his interests, and to in- 



fonn him that it was intended under certain conditions (the 
justice and moderation of which were indisputable) to make 
a considerable cession of territory to him, provided his con¬ 
duct should not, in the interval, be such as to render all 
friendly intercourse with him incompatible with the honour 
of the British government. This reservation was suggested 
bv a suspicion that the Mahratta forces on the southern fron¬ 
tier of that state had been secretly ordered by the Peishwa 
to enter ar.d take possession of some of the contiguous dis¬ 
tricts of the conquered country, subsequently to his learning 
the fall of Seringapatain. 

It having become necessary about this time that the army 
in Mysore should make a movement in the direction of the 
northern frontiers, the Resident at Ponnah was further di¬ 
rected to assure the Peishwa in the most unequivocal terms 
(for live purpose of removing any impressions of jealousy or 
feaT which that movement might create) that the measure had 
u< other object than to secure the tranquillity ami good order 
of our recent conquests ; and that nothing could be more re¬ 
mote from the intentions of the Governor-General, or those 
of Lieutenant-General Harris (acting under his Lordship’s 
orders) than to offer any degree of violence to the Mahratta 
territory. The same conciliatory and amicable declarations 
were directed to be made to Dowlut Rao Soindta. 

Your honourable Court will observe that those articles of 
the Treaty of Mysore relative to the Peishwa, were framed 
in exact conformity to the intentions of the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral as announced by his Lordship to the Resident at Poo* 
nah so early as the 23rd of May.* 

That treaty being ratified by the right honourable the Go¬ 
vernor-General in Council at Fort St. George on the:30th of 
June, was transmitted on the same day to the Resident at 
Hyderabad, who, upon its ratification by his Highness the 
Nizam, was directed to forward without delay a copy of the 
same to the Resident at Poonah. Colonel Palmer was in¬ 
structed immediately on receipt of the treaty, to communicate 
it to die Peishwa, and to invite him to accede to it. The 
mode in which it appeared to the Governor-General to be 
expedient that the Peishwa should accede to the treaty of 


See page 12. 
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Mysore, being by a separate treaty to he concluded between 
his Highness and the Corn pan y, a draft of such a treaty was 
transmitted by his Lordship's orders to the Resident. 


Colonel Palmer was desired by the Governor-General to 
suggest any alterations or amendments in this draft which 
might appear to him advisable ; but if no point arose requir¬ 
ing a deviation from the fundamental principles of the pro¬ 
posed treaty, and of his Lordship’s instructions, the Resident 
was directed and empowered to proceed to the completion of 
such treaty without further reference to the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral. 

Although the Governor-General was anxious, if the subsi¬ 
diary force should be applied for, that it should be made 
permanent; yet the importance of establishing a British 
force at Poonah in the actual crisis was such, that his Lord- 
ship signified to the Resident, that he was disposed to ac¬ 
cede even to a temporary arrangement for that purpose? pro¬ 
vided the period was made definite, and not too short. This 
qualification appeared necessary to his Lordship, because it 
was obvious that without it the expense of providing the new 
military force might suddenly become an additional and em¬ 
barrassing burden upon the finances of the Company* 

With a view to obviate, as far as possible, any objection 
by the Court of Poonali to the article relative to the subsi¬ 
diary force, on the ground of ex pence, the Governar-Genenii 
endeavoured (respecting the Mahratta collections in Surat) 
to provide the means of relieving the Peishwa, in a consi¬ 
derable degree from the burden of the subsidy. Nor w m 
U improbable that the government of Bombay would he dis¬ 
posed to allow to the Peisbwa, by way of commutation for 
his claims in Surat, a much larger sum than he ever had, or 
could have derived from that source of revenue. At a sub* 
sequent period Colonel Palmer was empowered, as an addi¬ 
tional means of facilitating his negotiation, to treat for the 
cession of Bancoot, or Fort Victoria, to the Peishwa* 

The counter propositions of the court of Poonah, founded 
on those which had been submitted to the Peishwa on the 
part of the Governor-General, were delivered to Colonel Pal* 
mer on the 16th June, and transmitted by him to his Lordship 
on the following day. Your honourable Court will observe, 
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Jm the plea of inability to fulfil its engagements, stated by 
the Court of Poona li in the 5th article of the Peishwa’s pro¬ 
positions is a direct admission that the Mahratta state was 
not entitled to any share of the conquered territories of My¬ 
sore, for whatever might be their inclination, nothing les,v than 
an effective cor operation in the field could have been deemed 
to amount to such a performance of their engagements, as 
could constitute the foundation of a right to participate in 
our recent conquests ; but even their inclination had been at 
least equivocal, and by the continued intercourse with the 
enemy, they had precluded themselves from the benefit of 
the Resident's declaration, made in the Governor-General & 
name, under the express condition of their renouncing all 
such intercourse during the war, Their conduct in the tor* 
mer war could not serve as a plea to justify a totally different 
behaviour in the late one. It might as well have been con¬ 
tended, that the Nizam should be now punished for his want 
of zeal in the former war, as that the Mahrattas should now 
he rewarded for their alacrity at that period. 

On these grounds, the Governor-General directed the Re¬ 
sident to explain distinctly to the Peishwa, that his Lordship 
could not consent to negociate with him under any admission 
of his right to an equal, or to any share ot the dominions of 
the late Tippoo Sultaun; and that whatever cessions might 
be made to him from those territories, must be deemed gra¬ 
tuitous on the part of the Company and of the Nizam, ex¬ 
cepting in as far as they should be compensated by corres¬ 
pondent concessions on the part ot the Peishwa- 

By a letter from the Resident at Poomdi, dated the 29 th 
June, the Peishwa’s minister did not scruple to express a 
hope that his Court would be admitted to an equal share of 
the conquered Territory of Mysore- Such a pretension 
appeared to the Governor-General the move extravagant and 
untenable, as his Lordship did not admit even the Nizams 
claim to equal partition, for although a share of free territo¬ 
rial revenue, hoi den in direct sovereignty had been assigned 
to His Highness the Nizam, equal to that of the same descrip¬ 
tion retained by the Company, yet His Highness's right 
extended only to a share of the conquests, proportioned to 
his ex pence and exertions in the war, and it any advantage 
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£«$>been given to the Nuam beyond that proportion, it was 
- wholly gratuitous. Under this prkeiple of partition it wan \ 
obvious that the Peishwa was destitute of every claim; arid : 
admitting even that the stipulations of the treaties of Pomrah \ 
and Paungal applied to the late war, (which they evidently did J 
not # those of the 10th article excited) the Peishwa would H ti)l ! 
be excluded from all participation in the conquered territory, 
by the very terms of the 10th article of the treaty of Poonah! 
which specify, that the allies respectively shall be entitled to 
a share of such conquests only as shall he made subsequent 
to the entrance of their respective armies into the enemy's / 
country. 


In addition to the foregoing arguments, with which the 
Resident at Poonah was furnished by the Governor-General 
for the purpose of justifying the principles of the treaty of 
Mysore to the Court of Poonah, his Lordship observed, that 
if the Peishwa^ pretensions to a share of the conquered ter¬ 
ritory were unfounded, tire selection of districts which he had 
demanded in order to constitute that share, was still more 
extravagant, both with respect to their value and geographical 
position. 

His Lordship further remarked on this occasion to the 
Resident at Poonah, that the benefits which accrued to the 
Mahriitta State, from the subversion of Tippoo Sultuun’s 
dominions were of much greater importance than the acqui¬ 
sition of territory. Since it had appeared from the various 
authentic papers, found In the palace at Semigapatum, some 
of which were in the Sultaun'e own hand writing, that it was 
his determined resolution, by the aid of the French, to 
recover from the Mahrattas, as well as the Nizam and the 
English, the territory which he had been compelled to rede to 
them at the conclusion of the war in 1792, His Lordship 
directed this circumstance to be particularly pointed out to 
the Court of Poonah ; observing, that it ought to make a con¬ 
siderable impression on the Peishwa*& mind, and convince 
him how essentially his own security was concerned in uniting 
cordially with the other allies, to oppose a barrier to the designs 
of the French. In conclusion, the Governor-General desired it 
might he represented to the Peishwa, that in the place of a 
formidable power, hostile to the Mahratta State, from the 
impulse of bigotry, ambition and revenge, was now substituted 
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aYriendly dominion, under a Prince of the s&tne religion with 
the Peishwa; and that, together with tins eminent advantage, 
he had it in his power to make a considerable addition to his 
territorial possessions, by acceding to an arrangement of which 
the effect would assuredly be the re-establishment of his 
authority, and the prosperity and security of his government 


and country. 

The conduct of the Court of Poonah in the pending ne¬ 
gotiation, although in some respects unreasonable and unsa¬ 
tisfactory, had not hitherto been calculated to extinguish the 
hopes entertained by the Governor-General, of the Pe Lima's 
ultimate accession to the treaty of Mysore, on the principles 
arid conditions of his Lordships propositions, which were 
not now less favourable to the true interests of the Peishwa 
jfian in the summer of 1798, when that Prince bud manifested 
an eager desire to treat with the Company on a similar basis. 
It soon appeared, however, that either the Peishwa had not 
been sincere in any stage of the negotiation, or that the sub¬ 
jection in which he continued to be held by Scindia (who 
probably foresaw the destruction of Lis own usurped power, 
in the proposed arrangements between the Company and the 
Court of Poonah) operated to prevent his concurrence in a 
plan which would not have conduced more to the security of 
the British interests, and to the general tranquillity of India, 
than to the re-establishment of the rights and authority of 
Baajy How himself 

Your honourable Court will observe with astonishment that 
the Peishwa is represented by the Resident as expressing a 
reluctance, not merely to comply with any particular article 
of the proposed treaty, but to recognize one of its most inse¬ 
parable principles; namely, that the Mfthr&tta State would 
not commit any act of aggression against the Rajah of My¬ 
sore's territories. This reluctance appeared the more extra¬ 
ordinary to the Governor-General; as the Peishwa had not 
long before declared a similar engagement with regard to the 
Nizam to be superfluous, because the Mahratta State was 
already bound by treaty, not to commit any aggression against 
fh<? aUies of the Company. The conduct of the Peishwa in 
thus avowing a disinclination to comply with the just and 
reasonable condition referred to f joined to the intimation con¬ 
veyed by Nana on that occasion (viz., that this reluctance 
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might be overcome by an increase of the Peishwa's share in 
the conquered territories) amounted, in the Governor-Gcim- 
ral*s opinion, to an indication of a spirit so hostile to ail good 
understanding, as greatly diminished his Lordship's desire 
to pursue the negotiation any further. For this reason the 
Resident was instructed, in the event of the Peiahwa's not 
having acceded to the treaty of Mysore, within the period 
fixed by the 7th article of that treaty (le. by the 19th of 
August), and of the negotiation having been in consequence 
broken off, to signify both to Eaajy Row and to the Minister, 
not only the extreme displeasure excited in his Lordship's 
mind by the last communication from the Court of Poonah, 
but also the determination of his Lordship not to renew the 
late discussion* between the two Governments, until he 
should be better satisfied of the sincerity of his Highness's 
disposition, to cultivate and improve his connection with the 
British nation* 

The Resident was directed to cai) upon the Peishwa, in 
the event of his not having acceded to the treaty of Mysore 
within the limited period, to adopt effectual measures for 
withdrawing immediately such of Ins troops as might have 
entered the territory of Mysore, whether by or without his 


Highness's authority, to the end that when the Company's 
forces came to take possession of the reserved districts, de¬ 
stined to compose the Peishwa* share, there might be no 
danger of any thing occurring of a nature prejudicial to the 
friendship and good understanding actually subsisting be¬ 


tween the two Governments, 

Such was the state of the negotiation on the departure of 
the Governor-General from Fort St* George* On his Lord¬ 
ship’s arrival at this Presidency, he received a letter from the 
Resident at Poonah, by which it manifestly appeared that 
nothing was further from the intention of the Peishwa than 
to accede to the treaty of Mysore, on the conditions which 


had been proposed to him. 

Inconsequence of these advices Colonel Palmer was imme¬ 
diately directed to inform the Peishwa and Nana Fum&vese, 
that we considered all negotiation, on the basis of the Treaty 
of Mysore, to be concluded i but that, although we deeply re¬ 
gretted his Highness's rejection of an arrangement, which 
had no other object than the improvement of the friendship 
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tmd alliance subsisting between the three States, and vhich 
was, at least, as much calculated to promote the interests of 
the Peishwa as those of the Company and the Nizam; we 
did not feel any diminution of our amicable disposition to¬ 
wards his Highness* 

The Resident was further instructed to apprize the Court 
of Pnonah that, conformably to the stipulations of the treaty 
of Mysore, the Company's Government would proceed imme¬ 
diately, in concert with his Highness the Nizam, to a division 
of the reserved territory. Colonel Palmer was at the same 
tithe informed that we relied with confidence on the Peishwa s 
taking effectual means to prevent any of the officers of his 
Government from attempting to interrupt, in any degree* the 
execution of this measure, and on his compelling them to 
respect the rights of the Company and of the Nizam, in their 
recent acquisitions on the side of the Mahratta frontier, with 
the same scrupulous attention which was invariably manifested 
by the Company's Government, in regard to the rights of all 
i u neighbours - 

To these communications the Resident! was ordered to add 
a declaration of our confidence, notwithstanding the Peishwa 
had not thought proper to accede to the treaty of Mysore, 
that he w ould perceive the necessity and propriety of causing 
all his subjects of every description to abstain, with the ut¬ 
most care, from trespassing in any manner on the territories 
of the Rajah of Mysore, which the Company were bound to 
defend against all powers without exception. 

Colonel Palmer was in conclusion directed never either to 
invite or encourage any renewal of the late negotiation, but 
to reply to every attempt of the nature, that his instructions 
permitted him merely to transmit to the Governor-General 
in Council any propositions of that tendency which might be 
made to him* 

Your Honourable Court will perceive, on a reference to the 
correspondence of the Resident, that the Peishwa throughout 
the negotiation manifested great anxiety that the objects of it 
should fie carefully concealed from the knowledge of Dowlut 
Kao Scindiah* You will find likewise that, although the 
Governor-General had provided, in \m plan of a treaty, for 
the absolute dismission of all the French in the service of the 
Peishwa, and was not insensible to the importance of proctir- 
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trig" their general expulsion from the Mahratta empire, the 
Peishwa unexpectedly anticipated his Lordship's wishes in 
this respect, by (spontaneously proposing that ail the French 
then in the service of the Mahratta State should be expelled, 
and that if obstruction should he offered the two Govern¬ 
ments, should concert together the means of removing it, 
Your Honourable Court will observe, that the Pchhwa was 
particularly solicitous that this part of the negotiation (evi¬ 
dently pointing at the French officers in the service of Sdn- 
diah) should not transpire j and that for this purpose his 
Highness suggested the adoption of extraordinary precau¬ 
tions. Notwithstanding, however, so many appearances of 
an earnest, and (as it seemed) a prudent desire to keep Scin- 
diah in ignorance of the tenour of the pending treaty; you 
will find, by the subsequent despatches of Colonel Palmer, 
that his Highness not only himself revealed the whole trans¬ 
action to Scfndiah, but consulted w ith that chieftain respect¬ 
ing the conduct proper to be pursued on the occasion. Al¬ 
though, therefore, the Court of Poonah continued to indicate 
a wish to keep the negotiation open, it was evident, as well 
from the duplicity of Baajy Eao in this last stage of it, as 
from various instances of his caprice and exorbitant preten¬ 
sions during its progress, that no advantage could result to 
your interests from a longer pursuit of the object under such 
unfavourable circumstances, and especially while Scindiah 
maintained an exclusive and despotic sway over the Councils 
of Poonak The Governor-General, therefore, finally deter 
mined to relinquish the measure for the present, and to aw ait 
a more propitious conjuncture, and in pursuance of this reso¬ 
lution, his Lordship proceeded to the division of the reserved 
territory, between the Company and the Nizam. 

We shall conclude this account of the late negotiation at 
Poonah with observing, that its failure has not excited in us 
any apprehension for the general tranquillity. For while the 
justice and liberality of our propositions have been so mani¬ 
fest, and our conduct throughout the negotiation so moderate 
and conciliatory, as to preclude any reasonable ground of 
complaint on the part of the Court of Poonah, the actual state 
of the Mahratta empire affords us abundant security against 
any aggression on the part of that restless and ambitious 
nation. 


tfUtrjrjf,, 
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The failure of the negotiations is indeed to be attributed 
to the same causes which leave us without any apprehension 
of its effects* The Mahratta empire, in its present distracted 
condition, is in fact rendered incapable of forming or of main¬ 
taining any engagement with other States, and the weakness 
and instability of the Councils of Poonah are become more 
conspicuous as well as more desperate from the perverse and 
intractable character of Baajy Kao* In such a posture of 
affairs, the arguments on which the Governor-General (in 
his separate letter to your Honourable Court of the 3rd of 
August, 1799),* rested the policy of a cession of territory to 
the Peiahwa, are no longer applicable to the actual circum¬ 
stances of the case, and the direct and immediate advantages 
of territorial acquisition by the Company, under the division 
of the reserved territory, are unquestionably preferable to 
any contingent benefit which could be expected from a more 
intimate connection with the Mabratta empire in its present 
condition. The Governor-General in Council, however, will 
anxiously observe any change of circumstances which may 
favour an improvement of our political relations with the 
Court of Poonah* 


We have the honour to be. 

Honourable lSIfs, 

your most faithful, humble Servants, 
Mornington, 
Alured Clarke, 
Peter Speke. 
WiLLfAM Copper. 


No. LV, 


Minute hi/ the G we r nor-(General, 

Fort William, January 19tb, 1800. 


The 10th regiment of native infantry having arrived at 
Cawnporc, after an absence from this Presidency of more 
than three years and a half, the most noble the Governor- 
General in Council has great satisfaction in expressing his 
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entire approbation of the exemplary conduct of this distin¬ 
guished regiment, in the several arduous and important ser- 
vices on which it has been employed in the Peninsula of India 
during its long absence from these provinces, 

His Lordship in Council is happy to bear this public teari- 
many to the merits of the European officers, under whose 
command this corps has attained so high a state of discipline, 
regularity 5 and order* and he entertains a just sense of the 
fidelity and attachment to the service manifested by the na¬ 
tive officers and private soldiers of the regiment throughout 
the whole period of their laborious duties at Hyderabad, in 
Mysore, and during their long march from the Deccan to 
the province of Oude, 

The conduct of the artillery and lascars, who have been 
attached to the regiment during the time of its absence from 
these provinces, is equally entitled to commendation. 

To perpetuate the memory of the services of the 10th regi¬ 
ment, to distinguish the individuals who have served in the 
corps, and to recommend their laudable example to the emu¬ 
lation of the whole native service, the most noble Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to order that honorary medals 
be conferred on all the native commissioned and non-commis¬ 
sioned officers and sepoys of the 10th regiment, and also to 
the lascars belonging to the artillery, which has been attached 
to that regiment during the time of its absence from these 
provinces* 

MoK^iNGTOtf. 

No. LVL 

The Oovemor-General in Council to the Honmrahh the Court of Directors, 
for the 4tf a ^s of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Mast Indies* 

Hon; Sirs, Fort William, January 23d, 1800, 

Being convinced, on a consideration of the present impor¬ 
tance of the British interests in India, that it is highly ex¬ 
pedient to establish a regular plan for affording to your 
Honourable Court, at a stated period annually, a complete 
and distinct view, in the most compendious form, of the state 
of the Indian finances, and being satisfied, after much atten¬ 
tion to the subject, that it is scarcely possible to devise a 



more concise and perspicuous mode of arranging the matter 
necessary to be laid before you for this purpose, than the 
mode observed by the late Select Committee of Finance of 
the House of Commons of Great Britain in their first report, 
elated March the 31st, 1797. We propose to adopt the form 
of that report in this despatch as closely as circumstances will 
admit. 

We conceive that, the period of the close of our official 
year in India is of all others that which is best calculated for 
enabling us to afford, in the proposed view, the moat com¬ 
plete and accurate information. 

We shall, therefore, proceed to lay before your Honourable 
Court a view of the public debts bearing interest at the dose 
of the respective official years 1797-8 arid 1798-9, as well as 
of the actual revenues and charges in those two official years 
respectively, of the demands outstanding on the 1st of May, 
1799; of the estimates of the expected revenues and charges 
for the current year 1799-1800; and of the progress which 
has been made and may be expected to be made in the reduc¬ 
tion of the public debts* 

I*—Public debts bearing interest 1 The total amount of public debt* 
bearing interest at the several Provinces, as they stow! on the 1st of May, 
1798, vvrw, sicca rupees, 7 d 8*73,^ 1, # viz., Bengal, 4,91,83,471 ; Fort St, 

George, 1,61,63,469; Be in bay, 60,47,669; Bericoolen, 4-83,662.-- 

Total 7*18,7^261. 

The annual charge at the several Presidencies for interest on the prin¬ 
cipal above stated, at the same period, was, sicca rupees, 59,61,282, \ h. f 
Bengal, 42,39,565; Fort St. George, 12,36,134; Bombay, 4,39,343 j 
Bencouleu r 36,250.--Total, 59,51,282. 

The increase in this public debts at the several presidencies between 
the 1st of May, 1798, and the 30th of April, 3799, was, sicca rupees, 
1,04,05,002, viz. Bengal, 72,74,610; Fort St. George, 17*89*941; Bombay, 
13,40,651 -——Total, i,(M, 1)5,002, 

The annual charge at the several Presidencies for interest on the above 
increase of debt was on the 1st of May, 1799, sicca rupees, 12*90,938, 
viz*,-.Bengal, 7*23,906; Fort St. George, 3,87,486: Bombay, 1,79j>546. 
-Total, 12,90,938. 

The total amount of the public debts of the several Presidencies m they 


* In the statement of the public accounts in this despatch, the Bombay 
rupee is reckoned of equal value with the Bengal sicca rupee; the star 
pagoda is converted into Bengal money at the rate of era. 400 per 100 
star pagodas, and the dollar at Bencoolen, al 21 sicca rupees per dollar. 





Stood on the Ifi of May, 1799, was, sicca rupees, 8 *22,78*263/ via., Beu- 
g it l, 5, 64, 5 7 . 98 1 ; Fort 81 , George, 1,7 9,48,410* 13oui bay, 7 3,88,2. 1 0 ; 
Be i ] coo kin , 4,8 3,662*— — Total , 8 ,22 * 7 8,263, 


Tbe total annual charge for interest thereon at the period above stated , 
wus, »icca rupees 72,42*220, viz., Bengal, 49,(53,461? Fort St* George, 
16,23,620? Bombay, 6,18*889 j Bencoolen, 36,230,-Total; ?2,42,320, 

'ITie sum to be issued by the Commissioners in Bengal for reducing the 
public debts in India at the rate of 2 per cent, on the principal outstand¬ 
ing on the 1st of May, 1799, was, sicca rupees, 16,45,665. 

And the total amount of the annual charges of the public debts, inclu¬ 
ding sums applicable to the reduction thereof, as it. stood on the 1st of 
May, 1799, w;w 88,87,785. 

We beg leave to state in this place, that the observations 
of the Select Committee of Finance in their first report, re¬ 
garding the public debt in England, apply exactly to the 
above statement of the public debt m India, viz. 

1st* “ Tlmt its amount is not to be considered as if it could 
only he extinguished by a redemption at par, in as much as 
the progressive reduction of the debt by the present sinkng 
fund constantly operates, by buying up the debt according 
to the current price of the stocks, 11 the effect of which will 
be stated mure fully in a subsequent part of this address. 

2nd. “ That the funded capital of the public debt includes 
in it the amount of the capital purchased by the Commission¬ 
ers for reducing the public debt/ 1 

And Srdly- “ That the annual charge upon the public by 
way of interest, includes in it the interest of the stock pur¬ 
chased by the Commissioners/ 1 

H Actual mvenues and charges in the years 1797-8 and i 798-9. 

The total amount of the revenues collected in the official year 1797-8 
was sicca rupees, 6,66,27,065, via., Bengal,4,92,35,489 j Fort St, George, 
1,43,16,593; Bo tn h ay, 30,22, ;385; Be n eoulcn, 62,598,—To tal 6,66,2/ ,065. 

The total amount of the revenues collected in the official year 1798-9 
was, sicca rupees, 7;14,25,026, viz.,Bengal, 5,06,98,124? Fori -St, George, 

1*74,09,931 ; Bombay, 32,64,373 j Ben coo len, 52,598. - Totif, H, 26,026 

And consequently the amount of the revenues collected in l758-9 ex¬ 
ceeded the amount collected in 1797-Bin the sura of sicca rupees, 47>9/,961 4 
viz., Bengal, 14,62,636 $ Fort 8c. George, 30,93,338 ; Bombay. 2,4i,983. 
Total, 47,97,961. 

The total amount of the charges in the official year 1797-8 was,, sicca ru- 


* The accounts for 1798-9 not having been received from Bcncouleu, the 
revenues, charges, and debts of that settlement are hero stated at their 
amount in the preceding year* 
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pees. 6,14,20,^32, viz., Bengal, 3,34,07,556 ; Fort St* George, 1,86,00,634; 
Bom h Av t 85,7 7 > 180 ; B e n c oo Ian, 9 >35,263*-Total, 6, 1 4,20,632 

The tiilal amount of the charges in the official year 1738-9, was, sice a 

rupees, 7,34,83,473, viz, Bengal, 3,28,59,7 IB; Fort St. George, 

2., 88,53,8 66; Bo m ba y, 1,09 ,34,635; B encode n, 8,35,263.-7,34,83,473* 

And consequently the amount of the charges in 1 798-9 exceeded the 
antount of the charges in 1797-8 in the sum. of sicca rupees, 1,20,62,841, 
riz„ Fort St. George, 3,02,53.231; Bombay, 23,57,455. Deduct, 
1,26,10,686. Decrease in the charges at Bengal in 1798-9, 6,47,845, 
Net excess, 1,20,62,843. The amount of the revenue collected in 1 797-8 
was 6,66,27,065; the amount of the charges in that year was, 6,14,20,632* 
The amount of the charge for interest of the public debts in that year 
was 49,02,398.-Total, 6,63,23,030* And consequently the surplus re¬ 

venue In 1797-8 was 3,04,035 ; the amount of the revenues collected in 
1798-9 was 7J4,25,026; the amount of the charges in that year was 
7,34,83,473 ; the amount of the charges for interest of the public debt in 
that year was 63,31,38! .—Total 7,98,14,864. And consequently the 
amount of the charges in 1798-9 exceeded the amount of the revenues col¬ 
lected In that year in the sura of 83,89,828* 

III. Demands outstanding on the kt of May, 1/99, The amount of the 
outstanding demands, including arrears of allowances, not hearing in¬ 
terest on the 1st of May was, shea rupees 1,85,24*814, viz,, Bengal, 

1,58,06,298; Fort St* George* 16*21,738; Bombay, 15,96,778.--Total, 

1,86,24,814* 

IV. Estimate of the expected revenues and charges in the year 1799 
1800, The total amount of the revenues expected to he collected in the 
official year 17 99-1 BOOfe, sicca rupees, 7,72,57,591, viz., Bengal 5,25,29*429, 
Fort St. George, 2,15,05,676;* Bombay, 32*22,486,—Total, 7,72,57,591* 

The total amount of the estimated charges of the official year 1799-1 BOO 
is, sicca rupees, 6,90,99,350, riz., Bengal, 3,59,33,064; Fort St* George, 
2,01,71,686 ; Bombay, 1,29,94,600*—Total, 6,90,99,350. The amount 
of the revenues expected to be collected in 1799-1800 is 7,7^57,591, 
The amount of the charges estimated for that year is 6,90*99*350. The 
amount of the estimated charge for interest of the public debts in that 

year is 72,42*220.-Total 7,63,41,670* And consequently the estimated 

surplus revenue in 1799-1800 is 9,16,021, 

V Reduction of the public debt,—The annual sum applicable to that 
purpose pu the 1st of May, 1799 , was, sicca rupees, 16,24,000, viz, the origi¬ 
nal appropriation of 2 per cent* <m the estimated amount of the public 
debt on the 1st of January, 1799, being 6*50,00,000, was 13,00,000. 

The further appropriation at the same rate on the amount of the in¬ 
crease of the debts between the 1st of January and the *31st of December* 
1798, being, in round numbers, 1,03,60,000 was 2,07,000* The estimated 


11 There is reason to expect from advices received from Fort St. George 
since the date of the estimate of that presidency, that the estimated re¬ 
ceipts fro pi the new territorial acquisitions In Mysore, as well as on ac¬ 
count of the subsidy of the Rajah of Mysore will be considerably exceeded* 
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of interest receivable on securities redeemed am] to be redeemed 
was M 6,300* The total appropriation in 1791^1800 was 16,24,000* 

The. amount O,f|overnpieiit securities redeemed in 1798-!) vrfc t sicca ru¬ 
pees. 15,06,18$ ip., principal in 8 per cents, 12,43,370, ditto in 6 per cents, 
2,89,729.—Atlil, interest which had accrued on tlie principal, but which 
vvys not due at the time of purchase, 57,Of>0.-Total, 15,90,186* 

The amount actually applied to the purchase of securities on account of 
the appropriation for the year 1797 being - , sicca rupees, 13,00,000 was 
12,97,466. 

The Interest which was received in 1708-9 on account of securities pre- 
vioxistjf redeemed was 51,240. 

The total amount appropriated in 1798-9 to (lie purchase of government 
securities was 13,48,715. And consequently the gain being the difference 
to the Company between the actual rate of purchase and a redemption at 
piir was 2,41,17 U 

With regard to the further progress which may be expected 
to be made in the redemption of the debt now existing, we 


cannot venture at present to question the calculation slated 
in the Accountant General's letter dated the 10th of January, 
1798, of the sum to be appropriated annually* being likely to 
produce on an average eight per cent* per annum, although 
the late purchases have considerably exceeded that rate, 

In the event of that calculation being correct* the whole of 
the debts existing on the 1st of January, 1798, viz*, sicca 
rupees 0,50,00,000 will he redeemed in nineteen years ; to he 
reckoned from the 1st of May, 1799, and the further increase 
of debt incurred between the 1st of January, 1798, and the 
31st of December of the same year inclusive, viz,, sicca ru¬ 
pees, 1,08,60,000, will be redeemed in twenty years, to be 
reckoned also from the 1st of May, 1799, 

In one point of view, however, there seems to be some 
reason for considering the calculation above stated of the 
average produce of the fund as rather too high, although, if 
it should prove so, the error in the calculation cannot by any 
means be regarded as a subject of regret* 

It is probable that such an addition may be made in a few 
years to the active capital of these provinces from the in¬ 
creasing confidence of the natives in the solid establishment, 
good faith, anil just laws of the British Government, com¬ 
bined with the natural augmentation of capital to be expected 
from the growing prosperity of the country, as to raise public 
credit, and consequently the value of the public securities, in 
such a degree as shall reduce the produce of the funds to be 
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invited by the Cominis loners considerably below the esti¬ 
mated average of eight per cent* per annum* 

If, however, this should prove to be the case, Government 
would be enabled to raise money ac a reduced rate of interest 
for the discharge of the eight per cent, debt, and conse¬ 
quently to obtain for the Company by such reduction of 
interest to advantage probably more than equivalent to the 
deficiency in the estimated produce of the sinking fund ; 
while the reduction, which would naturally follow in the ge¬ 
neral rate of mtei-es!- to be paid for mercantile purposes* 
would afford the most substantial aid towards promoting the 
general industry and trade of the people, subject to the 
authority of the British Government in India* 

The preceding observations apply only to the general sink¬ 
ing fund established at this Presidency on the SA of April, 
1798, for the redemption of the whole of the Company's debts 
in India* 

We cannot at present enter into any detailed view of the 
effect of the separate sinking fund established at Fort St* 
George on the 1st of October, 1799, for the purpose of con¬ 
firming the restoration of public credit of that Presidency, 
and of aiding the general sinking fund m Bengal, so short a 
period lias elapsed since its institution. 

We beg leave, however, to observe that, the separate 
sinking fund at Fort St* George, as well as the general sink¬ 
ing fund in Bengal, has been of essential advantage to public 
credit 

It is scarcely possible to form any estimate of the produce 
of the sinking fund at Fort St. George, of any distant period, 
since its operation is to cease as soon as the public securities 
of Bengal shall be at par, which may be the case, at a short 
or a more remote period, according to circumstances, but 
which cannot be considered as coining within the scope ot 
calculation at present* 

It must, however, be evident to your Honourable Court, 
that the Government will then have to consider the propriety 
of extending the operation of the sinking fund at Fort St* 
George to a more distant period. 

We shall, therefore, content ourselves on the present occa¬ 
sion with stating, that the sum applicable to the reduction of 
the debts of that Presidency, amounting on the 1st of May, 
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to sicca rupees 1,79,48,410, at the rate of two per cent, 
was 0,58,068* 

Having now completed our proposed view of the finance of 
India, and of the ordinary revenues and charge^ according 
to the order observed by the Select Committee of Finance, 
we shall proceed to lay before your Honourable Court, a view 
of the extraordinary receipts and disbursement* in the past 
year 1798-9, including the deficit before stated, on a compa¬ 
rison of the revenues and charges of that year; and also in 
like manner, a view of the estimated receipts and disburse¬ 
ments in the current year 1799-1806; m order to shew, in the 
clearest point of view, the whole amount of the extraordinary 
services to be provided for, and our means of providing for 
them in each of those years respectively* 


The amount of the deficit rm a comparison of the ordinary revenues arid 
charges in 1798-9 was is before stated, sicca rupees, 83,89 ( S£8, 

The amount of the extraordinary services to be provided for, exclusive 
of the deficit above stated was 3,93,34,275, viz., temporary loans and bills 
falling in course of payment in the same year, Bengal, 61,00,623; Fort 
St. George, 25,17,852.** — Total, 86,18,475. 

Arrears of bills at Bengal, 17,33,505. Investments for Europe, Bengal, 

58,26,420; Fort St. George, 26,20,886; Bombay, 13*39,384,-Total, 

97 , 86 , 696 . 

Supplies to China*—Bengal, 12,93,099; Fort St. George, 9,14,268; 

Bombay, 17,474,-Total, 22,25,201* 

Supplies from Bengal to Bencoolen, Ceylon, Amhoyna and Malacca, 
Prince «f Wales’ Island, St* Helena, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
31,13,123. 

Arrears and other miscellaneous disbursements, Bengal, 60,71,986; Fort 

St* George, 63,62,768; Bombay, 13,72,521. -Total, 1,38,97, 275*— 

Total, 3,93,34,275---Total, 4,77,24,103* 

The amount of the extraordinary means of providing for the above ser¬ 
vices was 1,99,83,302, viz., sale of imports, Bengal, 18,75,009; Fort St 

George, 10,80,269 ; Bombay, 20,00,834.- Total, 49,56,112. 

Specie received at Madras from England, and Bills drawn bv that go 
vernment on the Court of Directors, 24*95,203. 

MificeUaneoue receipts.—Bengal, 68,61,996; Fort St. George, 47*06,593, 
Bombay, '9,73,308.——** 1,25,31, 89/*—*Total, 1,99,93,302. And conse-* 
qimmly the total amount of the deficit of the year 1798-9 was sicca rupees, 
2,77,40,801, the amount of the loans actually made to provide for the 
above deficit was 2,18,30,396 viz,, Bengal 12 per cents. 65,23,631 ; 10 per 
cents, 65,89,142; 6 per cents. 3,06,689. Fort St. George, 12 per cents. 
33,60,579; 10 per cents, 25,06,359; 8 per cents. 7,72,224, Bombay, 
12 per cents, 12,73,945; 10 percents 4,78,300; 9 per cents. 14,829*—- 
Total, 2,18,30,696. 
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amount oftlio difference between the deficit before stated, aviJ .... 
^fitn actually raised m above stated, and which was supplied by a reduction 
of the estimated balance, and an increase of the arrears of bills of exchange 
from other Presifteddes wast 59,10,205.-Total sicca rupeea 2,77,40,801. 

The aiumui r, of the estimated extraordinary services to be provided for 
in the current year 1799-1SOO is 5,98,39,631, viz >, temporary loans, Ben¬ 
gal, 61,20,000; Fort St. George, 1,14,23,448; Bombay, 5*67,833.- 

Total, 1,81,11,281. 

Arrears of bills at Bengal, 50,00,000, 

Investment for Europe.—Bengal, 90,51,724 * Fort St. George 45,83,231; 
Bombay, 30,50,000,—Total, 1,66,84,955. 

Supplies to China,—Bengal, 15,00,000 j Fort St. George, 2,40,328 ; 
Bombay , 2,00,000.—Total, 19,40, 328. 

Supplies to Bencoolen, Ceylon, ami other subordinate settlements.— 

Bengal, 20,60,000; Fort St. George, 12,79,310; Bombay, 55,000,- 

Total" 33,94,310. 

Arrears and other miscellaneous disbursements .—Bengal, 69,98,080; 

Fort St. George, 67*50,490 » Bombay, 9,60,207, 1,47,08,777*-Total, 

5,98,39,651. 

The amount of the estimated extraordinary means of providing for the 
above services Is 2,02,65,576, viz., Bengal, 25,00,000$ Fort St. George, 
12,57*214 j Bombay* 20,30,000.—Total, 57*8?,214, 

Specie from, and bills on England, Bengal, 34,80,000 j Fort St, George, 
26,88,720; Bombay, 12,00,000.-Total 73,68,720, 

Miscellaneous Receipts. Bengal, 29,16,052 5 Fort St. George, 34,08, J 10; 
Bombay, 7,84,$80. 71,09,648--Total, 2,02,65,676- 

Add the estimated amount of the surplus revenue for 1799-3800, being 

as is before stated, 9,16,021--Total, 2,11,81,597- And consequently the 

total amount of the estimated deficit of the current year 1799-1 @00 was, 
3,86,58,054. 

The amount of the loans estimated to be matte in 1799-1800* 3,88,46,64], 
viz., Bengal, 2,84,00,000; Fort St. George, 78*66,641$ Bombay, 25,90*000 
—Total, 3,38,46,641. 


On a view of the information afforded by the preceding 
statements, the following results will appear— 


1 st. That the amount of the loans contracted at Bengal and Fort St. 
George on the condition of theirs being re-pay able In one or two years, 
at the option of Government, for the payment of which provision was to be 
made in the last and current years (a large portion of which, it was indis¬ 
pensably necessary to discharge at Fort St. George at the critical period 
Of the army taking the field), was sicca rupees 2*67*29,756. 

2 nd. That the amount of the advances for investments for Europe at 
the several Presidencies within the same period, was 2,64,71*651. 

3 rd, That the amount of the provisions made for the supply of the 
treasury at Canton, within the same period, (which has since been largely 
increased) was sicca rupees 41,65,629. 


Munjr^. 
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The extraordinary magnitude of these services, and the 
heavy drains upon our finance for the support of the several 
possessions obtained by conquest from the French and Dutch, 
combined with the extreme urgency of effectual provision 
being made for the vigorous prosecution of the late war with 
Tip poo Sultaun* will, we trust, fully satisfy your Honourable 
Court that, under all the circumstances of our situation, it 
was not possible for us to have raised so large pecuniary sup¬ 
plies within the limited period, in winch they were required, 
on terms more advantageous for the Company than those on 
which the respective loans were elected. 

We have now the satisfaction to acquaint your Honourable 
Court that, although the late eight per cent, loan was opened 
under most disadvantageous circumstances, in consequence 
of the heavy pressure of the draughts upon us from Fort St, 
George, which kept our general treasury in a state of insol¬ 
vency during the whole period in which the loan was open, 
the sum subscribed to it amounted to about thirty-three lacs 
of sicca rupees. 

We have the farther satisfaction to acquaint you that the 
state of public credit is now more favourable than it has ever 
been during the last three years; the discount being this day 
(January £3rd,) on eight per cents, about five per cent,, and 
on six per cents, about thirteen and a half per cent.; and 
that, under the present promising appearances of the conti¬ 
nuance of peace in India, of the progressive improvement of 
the public revenue, and of the beneficial effects of the sink¬ 
ing funds established at this Presidency and Fort St George, 
combined with the advantages resulting from the mode which 
we have lately adopted of borrowing money on obligations, 
payable only according to priority of date and number, and 
with the aid of the annual supply of bullion to be expected 
in consequence of the large amount of the provisions which 
we have made for the supply of the treasury at Canton, we 
entertain considerable expectation that the state of public 
credit will be no far improved in the course of another year 
as to raise our ordinary eight per cent, notes to par, 


We have the honour to be, &c. 

Morn i koton and Council. 
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S7/ ./ Antf mther % to the Earl of Morning ton, 

Mr DEAH Lord, Chowrhighee* January 24th, 1800, 

I Imd the honour of yours yesterday, enclosing copies of 
two letters from General Harris, upon the subject of the 
present made to you by the army, which achieved the conquest 
of Mysore, and a copy of your letter to General Harris, dated 
7th January, J 800. 

It k almost unnecessary after what your Lordship knows 
of my sentiments upon the subject, to say how perfectly I coin¬ 
cide in every sentiment contained in your letter* Vou know 
too, that my Opinion upon the subject was early formed long 
before I had the possibility of any personal communication 
with you, and while the matter was only known here through 
the medium of Madras newspapers* 

At the same time that X am under the necessity of saying, 
that the letter of the law stands in the w ay of the receipt of 
such a present, I must regret that it prevents the acceptance 
of a gift equally honourable to the giver and the receiver; I 
am fully sensible that the spirit of the law never intended, 
or could intend to put such cases like the present, yet I am 
fur i rom being sure that the letter of the law is either impro¬ 
vident or unwise* That which is to day the honourable tes¬ 
timonies of the esteem of a gallant army, for that wisdom 
which guided, and that vigour which animated, its exertions, 
may to-morrow become the reward of some less glorious 

service* 

If the army is to express its opinion of the abilities and 
talents of the Governor-General, by a large and a valuable 
present, why is not the civil service to do the same. 

If upon the occasion of a great, a splendid and important 
conquest, why not upon any other occasion in which it may 
appear to the givers that the conduct of the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral merits their approbation, till in the end the letter of the 
law becomes indeed a dead tetter. 

In enacting the laws which prohibit the receipt of* gifts or 
presents in India, the legislature had in view the extreme 
difficulty in most cases, and the impossibility in many, of 
penetrating into the motives which actuate the giver and the 
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receiver* It therefore thought it wise to prohibit the receipt 
altogether* without in any case entering into the honourable 
or the dishonourable motives which might influence the con¬ 
duct either ofthe giver or the receiver. I must therefore in the 
present instance* add my mite of approbation to your Lord¬ 
ship's determination, althougth I own I do it with a full per 
suasion that the letter of the law alone stands in the way of 
your acceptance of this mark of the esteem of an army 
which under your auspices has achieved the most splendid 
conquest* which ever graced the British arms in India* but of 
which, even the splendour was almost effaced by its impor¬ 
tant ami permanent consequences* 

Tam* my dear Lord yours* very sincerely* 

J. AMSTftUTPlIEfU 


§L 


No* LVIIL 

l%e Ettrl of Mvrningm to the Secret Committee of the Ifomumhlc 
Court of Director if, 

HoNOlfiiAftLE Sir#, Fort William, January 26th, 1800 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the dupli¬ 
cate of your letter overland, dated the 18th of June, 1799** 
The original has not yet reached me* 

I have great satisfaction in being able to acquaint you* that 
your adoption of the measures which I recommended of send¬ 
ing large supplies of bullion to India, has been attended with 
advantages to the public interests fully adequate to my most 
sanguine expectations. 

It is to this measure, combined with the prosperous issue 
of the late war in Mysore, that I attribute the improved state 
of public credit, visible in the present prieesf of government 
securities, and in the terms on which we have borrowed 
money at the several Presidencies* 

It is also owing to this measure that we have been enabled 
to make provision at the several Presidencies in India, for the 
supply of the treasury at Canton in the ensuing year, 1800-1, 
to an amount which will fall little short of a million sterling* 


* Set! Vol I* p. <>14. 
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The proportion of the bullion received dn Bengal, amount¬ 
ing to sicca rupees 34,80,000, has also contributed to produce 
another very important effect; the late coinage of silver 
having completely relieved the government, as well as the 
community from the inconvenience and loss of batta on the 
exchange of gold for silver money; this has been for many 
years a serious subject of complaint at this Presidency; and 
I have no doubt* when further progress shall have been 
made in the coinage and circulation of the last supply of 
specie by the Asia and Charlton, that we shall experience 
its beneficial effects in the further improvement of public 
credit 

On a consideration of the large amount of the provisions 
which I have made in India for the supply of the Treasury at 
Canton for the ensuing year 1800-1, I confidently expect, 
that your anxiety, with regard to the provisision of your China 
investment will be completely relieved, 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that, although our 
pecuniary embarrassments have been great, we have contri¬ 
buted very largely towards the supply of the treasury at 
Canton; while no part of the treasure consigned: by the Ho¬ 
nourable Court, to the Supra-cargoes has as vet been applied 
to any other than the intended purpose. 

Your approbation of the arrangements which I formed at 
Fort St. George, in April, 1798, preparatory to the execution 
of the orders of your Honourable Committee, relative to the 
succession to the kingdom of Tunjore, is very satisfactory to 
me, 1 trust that the final settlement made under my direc¬ 
tions, with the Rajah of Tnnjore; and reduced previously to 
my departure from Fort St* George, to the form of ft treaty 
ratified by the Governor-General in Council on the #bth of 
November last,* will equally meet the approbation of your 
Honourable Committee. 

I entertained a confident persuasion that the principles ol 
justice and good faith, which governed my decision in the case 
of Wynaad, would obtain the sanction of yonr honourable 
Committee; and although the spirit in which that resolution 
was formed, was not capable of mitigating the vindictive dis* 
position of the late Tippoo Sultaun towards the British nation; 
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ve every reason to believe, that it conduced in a consider¬ 
able degree, to impress the surrounding powers with a con¬ 
viction that the war which ensued between that Prince and 
the Company, had not been provoked by the British Govern¬ 
ment 

Wyuaad having been finally assigned to the Company by the 
partition treaty of Mysore, I directed as soon as circumstances 
would permit, that it should be taken possession of on their 
behalf. The Pych£ Rajah had in the interval established 
himself in Wynaad under pretences, which had they been as 
substantial as they are frivolous, it was his duty to submit to 
my examination and decision, before he presumed to introduce 
his authority into the district. These considerations, joined 
to the refractory character of the Pyche Rajah, have deter¬ 
mined me in the event of iiis offering any resistance to the 
establishment of the Company’s authority in Wynaad, to 
punish his contumacy in the most signal and exemplary 


<SL 


manner. 

The decided approbation with which you have honoured 
the subsidiary treaty, which I concluded with the Nizam on 
the 1st of September, 1798,* is highly satisfactory to'me, 
independently of the eminent advantages which have been 
already derived from that treaty, I entertain a sanguine ex¬ 
pectation, that it will lead to further beneficial consequences 
of the utmost importance. 

The sanction which your Honourable Committee has been 
pleased to give to the opinions recorded in my minute of the 
12th of August, 1798,f respecting the succession to the Ni¬ 
zam affords me the utmost satisfaction. Our political position 
in India is so materially changed since that period, in conse¬ 
quence of the happy termination of the late war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, that the necessity no longer exists for an uncondi¬ 
tional support of the pretensions of Secunder Jah. I continue 
to think it desirable, that this prince should succeed his father 
in preference tc any of hh brothers; but this arrangement 
is not now so indispensable to the interests of the Company, 
as to be I enforced by their government gratuitously, at the 
hazard of a war with a rival candidate, probably supported 
by the Mahratta State. These reflections induced me some- 
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-time after my return to this Presidency from Fort St, George, 
to consider the subject of the succession to the Nizam* and 
vour Honourable Committee will find the result of my atten¬ 
tion to this important question, in the accompanying copy of 
my instructions to the Resident at Hyderabad, under date 
the 6th of November last* It is possible that circumstances 
may hereafter suggest the expediency of some alterations in 
the details of the plan described in my letter to Captain 
Kirkpatrick; but I foresee no probability of my being com¬ 
pelled to depart from any of its fundamental principles; or to 
renounce in a material degree any of the advantages which 
it is calculated to secure to the Company, 

The events which have occurred in India since the elute of 
your letter, preclude the necessity of my troubling your ho¬ 
nourable Committee with any remarks on those paragraphs of it 
which relate to the hostile disposition and designs of Tippoo 
Sultaun, I shall only observe* that it affords me the highest 
satisfaction to find, that your honourable Committee had so 
entirely concurred, (while the consequences were yet in sus¬ 
pense) in the view which I had taken of that Prince’s conduct 
and projects, and in the justice and policy of the measures 
which I had proposed to adopt. 

The short duration of the war rendered it inexpedient for 
me to assume the management of the respective countries of 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, and of the Rajah of Tanjore on 
behalf of the Company* The immediate effect of such an 
assumption would have been a considerable failure of actual 
resource at a period of the utmost exigency; I shall hereafter 
communicate my sentiments at large, with respect to the state 
of Tanjore and the Climatic. The latter now occupies my 
particular attention, and I fear that the perverse councils of 
the Nabob of Arcot, will prove a serious obstacle to any 
effectual improvement of your affairs in that quarter. 

I am happy that in abstaining from the full exercise of my 
legal powers, during my residence at Fort St. George* I have 
met the approbation of your honourable Committee; from the 
hour of my arrival at that Presidency, until my departure 
from it. Lord Clive and his council, as well as the whole civil 
and military service of that establishment, and all the prin- 
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cipal inhabitants of the settlement, afforded me the most 
zealous and cordial assistance in the discharge of my duty, 
and the most satisfactory testimonies of their attachment to 
your interests and government. 

I am concerned to inform your honourable Committee, that 
I have now every reason to believe*, that the proposition of 
the Nabob Vizier to abdicate the sovereignty of his dominions 
was illusory from the commencement, and designed to defeat 
by artificial delays, the proposed reform of His Excellency's 
military establishments. I have the satisfaction however, to 
be enabled to acquaint yonr honourable Committee, that I 
entertain no doubt of ultimately accomplishing my original 
object of reforming his Excellency's army, and of substituting 
a British force in its place. A very considerable increase of 
our permanent force in Oude will be immediately made i and 
a further augmentation of it will take place as soon as possi¬ 
ble. The disbanding the greater part of Uis Excellency’s 
undisciplined and useless force must necessarily follow. Of 
the measures now in progress in Oude, l shall at present say 
no more, than that they are calculated to secure the external 
defence and internal tranquillity of his Excellency's territories; 
to reduce your military sixpences by transferring the charge 
of a verv large body of vour troops to ttie funds of the Nabob 
Vizier, and to diminish his Excellency s military expences, 
while the effective strength of his kingdom will be considers 
bly augmented, it will no doubt, become necessary to raise 
some additional corps, in the place of those which are to 
be furnished for the service ol Oude; but this augmentation 
will be kept within as narrow bounds as possible, and will at 
all events, bear no proportion to the relief resulting to your 
finances, from the intended increase of the troops to be paid 
by the Vizier. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington. 
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The Ear! of Mornington, to the Honourable Court of Directors, 

Honourable Sms* Fort William, January 27th t 1800, 

On the 33th instant, I had the honour to receive under the 
signature of ^he Secretary to your honourable Court, an 
official copy transmitted by your directions of your resolutions 
of the 24th of September, 1799,* adopted in consequence 
of the glorious and decisive success of the British arms against 
the deceased Tippoo Sultaun, 

I request your honourable Court to receive the cordial 
assurance of my most grateful acknowledgements, for the 
distinguished honour of your favourable acceptance of; my 
endeavours to discharge the duty of my station in your 
service* 

I entertain a confident hope that the settlement which I 
have been enabled to effect by the treaty of Mysore, and by 
the subsidiary treaty of Sefingapatain, will correspond with 
your Honourable Court's expectations of lasting peace in 
India s and of increasing prosperity to the Honourable Cam- 
play's affairs. The glory of your triumph docs not surpass 
the value of your acquisitions, nor the solid and permanent 
advantages resulting from the terms of the pacification j I 
have the satisfaction to assure you, that the beneficial effects 
of the late war, and of the treaties in which it terminated, are 
now sensibly felt in every branch of your extensive and com¬ 
plicated interests; and that, in every part of India, while the 
moderation, equity and humanity of the Honourable Company 
are the theme of general praise, the British power is the 
object of universal confidence and respectful awe. 

No part of the resolutions of your Honourable Court was 
more satisfactory to me, than that which expresses your just 
sense of the services of the Governments of Fort St. George 
and of Bombay, and of the commanders, officers and troops 
employed in Mysore, during the late successful contest. 

On this occasion, ifc h is a pleasing duty to repeat to your 
Honourable Court the sentiments of gratitude, which X have 
expressed in several of my despatches, and in various recorded 
proceedings, towards His Excellency the Connnanderdn-Chief 
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of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s forces in 
India, 

To his Excellency's cordial and active co-operation, I attri¬ 
bute the speedy equipment 0 f the native volunteers from.this 
establishment, the spirit and alacrity with which they em¬ 
barked for the coast of Coromandel, and thijir early arrival 
nt Madras, by which a most effective and seasonable addition 
was made to the army opposed to Tip poo Sultaun- 

To the same zealous and able support must be ascribed 
the considerable augmentation made to the artillery of the 
army in the Carnatic, by detachments from Ceylon and 
Bengal, 

During my absence from Bengal, I committed the arduous 
charge of this,government to his Excellency's hands, under 
a strong apprehension that the difficulties of the impending 
contest with Tippoo Sultaun, would be aggravated by the 
approach of Zeraaun Shah to the frontier of Dude. 

The concert and correspondence subsisting between Tippoo 
Sultaun and Zemaun Shah, are now matter of public noto¬ 
riety ; and, if a fortunate coincidence of events had not recalled 
Zemaun Shall from Lahore, to the defence of his own dotoii- 
nions, it is my decided opinion, that the personal services of 
Sir Alured Clarke must have been required in the field for 
the protection of Bengal, while your army in Mysore was 
engaged with the forces of Tippoo Sultaim, 

During this period, under the direction of his Excellency 
the Conunander-in-Cluef in India, the British Forces on the 
frontier of Oudc were maintained in a state so respectable, 
as to afford every prospect of effectual security in any con¬ 
tingency which could have arisen ; and the judicious distri¬ 
bution of our amy In Oude and Benares, at that crisis, un¬ 
questionably preserved the Vizier's dominions from internal 
commotion^ under the combined dangers of the revolt of 
Vizier Ali, and of the approach of Zemaun Shah. 

In his capacity of vice-president in council at Fort William, 
his Excellency, by a most zealous effort, and under circum¬ 
stances of extraordinary difficulty and embarrassment, fur¬ 
nished me with such timely aid as enabled me to order Lieute¬ 
nant-General Harris into Mysore, with treasure sufficient for 
the army during the campaign, 

* The detail of these rircuinsta rices m their full extent, 
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could not have been brought under the particular notice of 
your Honourable Court, previously to the^th of September, 
1799, Xu the station in which you have placed me* it is a duty 
of public justice arid gratitude, to bear this sincere and res- 
pCctfid testimony to the meritorious conduct of Sir A lured 
^ Clarke; whose approved military talents, experience and ho¬ 
nourable spirit, would have acquired additional lustre in 
Mysore, if the exigency of the public service, and my earnest 
entreaty had not demanded his presence in Bengal, 

1 have the honour to 'be, with the greatest respect, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 
Mqrnington. 


No. LX. 

The Eurl of Morning tun to the Right Hon. Henry DUndas. 

My 0EAR Sir, Fort William, January 29th* 1800. 

Your kind letter of the £7tli of September, 1799, reached rae 
on the feth instant, together with those of the 6th and of 
September, and tin ■ duplicate of the $3rd of July. I need 
not say how happy 1 feel in the honourable reception given to 
my packet, by the Sarah Chrhtiwu ; it was peculiarly satis¬ 
factory to me to perceive that the motion of thanks to me was 
postponed, until the whole circumstances, causes and conduct 
of the war with the Sultaun could be fully before Parliament. 
I am very anxious however, that you should cause distin¬ 
guished notice to be taken of the services of Sir Altired 
Clarke. They are particularly enumerated in my separate 
letter by this despatch to the Court oi Directors. I sent a 
copy of my letter to Sir Aimed after I had made it up for 
despatch* and X enclose a copy of his answer to me, which 
reflects the greatest honour on his character. You will really 
oblige me by obtaining a peerage for him, and I wish you to 
state the application to the king, as a personal request from 
me. 

My despatches in various departments lor these last eight 
months, have nearly anticipated the answers to all your 
letters; and I trust iii God that before this time, my brother 
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arrival in England has satisfied jour expectations 
respecting the Settlement of Mysore. To have retained the 
whole territory for ourselves, would have raised such a flame 
both at Hyderabad and Peonah, a? could hardly have been 
extinguished without another war. Henry will have informed 
you of the difficulties which delayed even the settlement as 
ultimately effected at Hyderabad. The Nizams pride would 
not have been satisfied without a considerable cession of ter¬ 
ritory ; and territory is more acceptable to his Highness's 
ministers* as affording a larger field both for patronage and 
peculation; money or jewels accompanying territory would 
also have been acceptable no doubt; but, distinct from ter- 
ritorjj would not have contented the Nizam, and as they 
would have passed directly into his private coffers, would 
have been inaccessible to his ministers. The present, settle¬ 
ment is more gracious, anti as effectual in point of real power, 
as that which seems u> have formed the extreme point of 
your wishes. 

The affairs of Gudc continue in the same uncertain state; 
but advantage will certainly flow from what has passed. 

The private tonnage this season has given me much trouble, 
tt is difficult to decide such a question permanently on prin¬ 
ciples supposed contradictory to the orders of the Court of 
Directors. I shall endeavour to proceed, at least so far as 
to prevent the trade from taking a bent towards foreign 
European markets in this year; and you ought, in justice to 
my situation to decide the question at home. 

I remain, iny dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully and affectionately, 
Mohnington. 

No. LX1. 

77w Earl of Morning ton to the Right ifon* Henry T>undas. 

My dear Sm, January 30th, 1S0O. 

I think it necessary to request your immediate and parti¬ 
cular attention to the novel circumstance which has recently 
occurred of a Danish frigate entering the river Hoogkley. 
She is said to be designed to protect the home war d-bfmud 
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_of the dMj|i nation frqrn Bengal. Under the same 

pretext, a* squadron of Danish' ships of war might be intro¬ 
duced into this river. The's&me pretext might equally be 
applied to serve the purposes of other neutral and friendly 
nations; all of w^otn might suddenly become our enemies. 
Hitherto the frigate in question (owing, possibly, to a strong 
suggestion which I conveyed to the Chief of Serampopr) has 
not attempted to proceed higher than Kedgeree; but I wish 
to know from you how this Government is to act in the case 
of a foreign ship of war attempting, without permission) to 
pass Fort William* Considering the value of our commer¬ 
cial fleets which remain for a great part of the year in Sau- 
gof roads, or at Kedgeree and Diamond harbour, it becomes 
a question whether the privilege of die river to any extent, 
however limited, ought not to be placed under very strict 
regulations in the case of foreign ships of war; and particu¬ 
larly during a period of war in Europe. 

Among oth^r regulations on this head one might be, that 
no foreign ship of war, the destination of which had not been 
formally announced to the Government in India by the Go¬ 
vernment at home, should be at liberty to enter this river. 
In the present instance, the only intimation which I have re¬ 
ceived respecting the Danish frigate has been from the Danish 
Government at Serampoor* 

You already know how injurious Tranquebar has proved 
to our interests during the whole of the present war, 1 assure 
you that the Danish settlement of Serampoor is in some re¬ 
spects a still greater evil. Its vicinity to the seat of Govern¬ 
ment in Bengal renders it peculiarly obnoxious; adventurers 
of every nation, jacobins of every description, swarm at Se- 
rampoor, and it is the asylum of ail our public defaulters 
and debtors. 

These circumstances cannot fail to have the effect of occa¬ 
sionally unsettling the notions of many of our native subjects 
with regard to the extent and source of the authority of 
this Government ; and this impression is assisted by the 
affectations of importance and state, sometimes assumed by 
theBhief of this paltry factory which, as it happens, is placed 
exactly opposite to the cantonment* occupied by the garrison 
of Fort William, 




* Barruckpore, 16 miles from Calcutta 
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You are not, perhaps, ap]jj&|d that .Colonel Bio h Go¬ 
vernor and Comminderdfi-Chtef^f all tfw hmmk dependent 
cie.s int/ie proving of Bengal, liekar^ and Orism f and that 
he announces hintgteTf fn this high character through the 
channel of the public newspapers, 

1 Wilt conclude with assuring you that you would render a 
most important service to our national interests, in this part 
of the world, if you could devise any means of aarnhilating 
the whole of these petty European States throughout' the 
continent of India: but above ail, those of Trinquebar and 
SerampOor. 

I remain, &c, &c. 

Morning ton. 


No. LXII. 

The Earl of Elgin to the Earl of Morningtovs- 

Coniftantinople, February &fk t 1800, 
My Lord, [Received 10th June*] 

Little had happened since I last had the honour of writing 
to your Lordship from hence* till I received the letters and 
enclosures, which I now have the honour of forwarding. The 
first collection was captured by one of Lord Kelsons cruizers; 
and although thrown overboard, they were recovered by the 
activity of our sailors* Your Lordship will read them, I am 
sure, with much interest The second set have come here 
from Vienna, and require no comment from me, further than 
the assurances I have received from the Porte, that M. Des¬ 
corches will not be permitted to come to Constantinople, nor 
the Grand Vizier be allowed to treat with him in Egypt* 

Sir Sidney Smith, in the mean while, is carrying on a nego¬ 
tiation with deputies from the French army in Egvpt, He 
has concluded an armistice for a month, from the SSth of 
December, in the hopes of arranging the evacuation of that 
province. Not having accounts of a late date from himself, 
I only know the fact indirectly* 

The Grand Vizier has taken El-Ariah by assault Still, 
as we know that an expedition is fitting out from Brest of six 
sail of the line, and some frigates, with some thousand troops. 






and a good deal of money on board, as a reinforcement for 
Egypt; and as a fleet of ihipk lias, within these few days, 
been seen off Candia, steering towards Egypt, I hope the 
intention (if it has existed) of making a diversion through 
the Red Sea by troops from India, may not be abandoned. 

Naples,d am sorry to say confidentially to your Lordship, 
is by no means in so tranquil a state as could be wished. The 
rigour With which the King has persecuted the deft miters 
during the late invasion of the French, has rooted so very 
deeply the hatred towards the ancient Government, that the 
Russians who have gone there ol late to form a garrison, 
have actually represented to the Court, now at Palermo, the 
impossibility of restoring order, unless more moderation is 
adopted. 

The misunderstanding between Russia and Austria, which 
I have already had the honour of mentioning to you* Lord- 
ship, is not removed. The Russian troops pass the winter 
in Bohemia s but lately the Austrian General, Frblieh, who. 
took Ancona, not only excluded the Russians from the capi¬ 
tulation, but consented in the capitulation to a declaration 
made by the French, that the Russians disregarded all laws 
of war. Upon this acknowledgement, the Emperor of Russia, 
not obtaining any satisfaction, lias prohibited the Austrian 
Ambassador from appearing at the Court of X 3 etersburg till 
the Emperor of Germany removes this insult and injury. 

Lord Min to, in the mean time, speaks in the most favour¬ 
able terms of the present views and intentions o :> Austria. 

From France I know absolutely nothing but what your 

Lordship will find in the papers- Thank God t we have 

little communication from thence at this place. 

I have toothing from England subsequent to the date of my 
last letters to your Lordship. 

I have the honour to be, # 

with great truth and regard, 

My Lord, 

your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

Elgin. 
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Sir Sidney Smith ty the Earl of ASarningion. 

Mv Lord, Tigre, off the Coast of Syria, flfti February, 1800* 

[Received at Fort William, 22 mi April, 1800.] 

I lost not a moment after the ratification of the articles of 
convention for the evacuation of Egypt to send Admiral 
Blanket a copy with a request for him to forward the same to 
your Lordship, through the most proper channel in order to 
curtail any expense on your western frontier that might be 
deemed to have become necessary from the removal of the 
French army, their presence in Egypt being to be considered 
as the object of armaments and fortifications in that quarter- 
I now send a duplicate direct to your Lordship through the 
Honourable Company’s very zealous and active agent resident 
at Aleppo; and although the ordinary conveyance will do for 
a public document, and convey it quicker than any European 
officer could possibly carry it, I feel incumbent on me to say 
a few words which cannot be trusted to the chance of their 
falling into wrong hands, and which may induce your Lord- 
ship to suspend your orders for tine absolute discontinuance 
of your preparations to the westward, 

Although everything is apparently settled finally, and the 
French army decidedly bent on profiting by the opening now 
fairly made for their return home; yet, when they come to 
learn that Buonaparte on his return home has usurped the 
reins of government, and become almost Dictator from the 
ascendency of his active, enter prizing, and vindictive diame¬ 
ter over his consular colleagues, Sieves and Ducos, Generals 
Kleber, Desaix, and other principal officers of the Egyptian 
army may not dare to carry through the measure, and ap¬ 
pear before their arbitrary Generalissimo after having thwarted 
one of his favourite projects, the dismemberment of the Turk- 
ish empire, in conjunction with any northern power he may 
be able to influence, of which project he was full when he 
quitted Cairo, though the army anxiously hoped he never 
would have it in his power to realize it. General Kleber 
could not have known of the success of this modern Crom¬ 
well, when he confined his pretensions in our late negotiation 
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to the security and honour of the army under Ins command, 
his rancour against Buonaparte may stimulate him to carry 
hiss army home in order to oppose him with the best of all 
possible weapons, a body of veterans that has his name in 
execration for having, on all occasions, sacrificed them, and 
ultimately deserted them without leaving them a. hope of re¬ 
turn. As to succour, they deprecate its arrival as the seal 
of their perpetual exile j and I know of no man so fit or so 
likely to become the Monk of this entire imitation of the His¬ 
tory of England as Kleiber, Desaix is too volatile and too 
much absorbed in Indian projects j he dreams of nothing 
but attacking England in all its extremities, and pores over 
the conquest of Mexico till he fancies himself Hernando 
Cortes disciplining Thalascalans to assist his European fol¬ 
lowers in the execution of the most gigantic schemes of con¬ 
quest and colonisation. 

If I can hut succeed in transporting this guest of mine, to 
whom I gave a passport five days ago, fairly on his native 
land, he loves his country too much, and has too precise 
ideas of real liberty to be a quiet spectator, much less an ac¬ 
tive instrument of Buonaparte's usurpation; and although I 
feel it my duty to warn your Lordship of a possible change 
in the Egyptian arrangement, I do not despair of again garri¬ 
soning Toulon with anti-jacobins, xmmixed with the element 
of which Babel was formed, as in 179$, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful, 

humble servant, 

Sidney Smith, 


No. LXIV. 

Th? Emi of Mornmgton to t/te Nabob of Cade. 

Fort William, 9 th February, J800. 

The duty imposed on me by my public station, and the 
concern which I take in your Excellency’s personal honour 
and welfare, as well as in the prosperity and happiness of the 
inhabitants of Oude, compel me to communicate to you, in 
the most unqualified terms, the astonishment, regret, and 
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which your recent conduct has excited in my 

mincL 

In order to apprise vour Excellency in the most unequi¬ 
vocal manner of the causes and objects of this letter, I pro¬ 
pose to state' my observations with reference to the following 
distinct propositions in your Excellency’s correspondence 
with me, and in your declarations made to the British Resi¬ 
dent at Lucknow* 

1st Your Excellency, since my arrival in India, has re¬ 
peatedly complained of the ruinous condition ot your internal 
government, and earnestly solicited my direct interference, as 
being indispensably necessary tor the purpose of effecting a 
complete reform in your affairs, and especially in your mili¬ 
tary establishments* 

giul. After having received from me a plan for the reform 
of your military establishments,* you expressed, in the most 
deliberate and unqualified terms, your approbation ot the 
same, and your hope that it would be carried into effect 

3rd, You have recently declared to Lieut*-Colonel Scott, 
that this same plan for the reform of your military establish¬ 
ment never, in any measure, met svith your approbation or 
acceptance, or was deemed expedient by you* 

4th, You have attempted, by various means, to delay, and 
ultimately to frustrate the execution of the plan above men¬ 
tioned, of which you had, after toll deliberation, expressed 
your entire approbation* 

5fh; The means which your Excellency has employed tor 
this purpose are calculated to degrade your character, to de¬ 
stroy all confidence between your Excellency and the British 
Government, to produce confusion and disorder in your domi¬ 
nions, and to injure the most important interests of the Com¬ 
pany to such a degree as may be deemed nearly equivalent 
to positive hostility on your part* 

In the beginning of August, 1798, your Excellency in¬ 
formed me, by letter, that the organization of your govern¬ 
ment, which had for a long period of time been very loose and 
confused, was become in the last degree ineffective and irre¬ 
gular, adding a request that I would instruct Mr* Lumsden 
(the Company’s Resident at Lucknow) to afford your Excel- 

* See 212, and subsequent letters* 

r 
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^ife'ncy Iiis effectual aid in establishing your authority on a new 
tads* A variety of circumstances having rendered it impos¬ 
sible for me to give immediate consideration to your Ex¬ 
cellency's representation, your Excellency in a subsequent 
letter, written in June, 1701),-revived the subject, observing, 
fr it will be impossible to remove the embarrassment under 
which I labour until I shall have carried into effect the re- 
trench moot of superfluous expenses, /tnd shall have esta¬ 
blished a systematic settlement of the country, and of the 
military (which in indispensable) for promoting the security 
and ease of the ryots,* the prosperity of the country, and the 
tranquillity of the people'- 1 Your Excellency added “ al¬ 
though I have been informed by Mr. Lunisdcn that your 
Lordship has written to him upon this subject? yet nothing 
regarding it has been written by your Lordship lo me j and 
I therefore hope you will repeat your orders to the Resident 
to be aiding and assisting me in all matters, so that I may 
concert with him the means of removing my cmbarrassments, 
and, with Ms assistance, carry on the affairs of my govern¬ 
ment in a manner to produce ease and satisfaction to my 
mind,” Your Excellency concluded by declaring, ff I rely 
on your Lordship for support and assistance in everything-” 
Such forcible representations of the disordered state of 
your Excellency’s government in its military as well as civil 
brandies, combined with my own intimate knowledge of the 
actual existence of the evils so repeatedly and emphatically 
described by your Excellency, authorized a full confidence in 
the sincerity of your Excellency’s reiterated wishes for my 
active interference in your affairs, and for my assistance in 
remedying the defects of which you so justly complained, 1 
therefore determined to adopt, without delay, those measures 
now apparently not less requisite for the ease and satisfac¬ 
tion of your Excellency® mind, than they had long been 
manifestly essential to the safety of your person and to the 
security and prosperity of your dominions. Under this im¬ 
pression, while yet occupied by moat important affairs at 
Fort 8t George, 1 appointed Colonel Scott to reside with 
your Excellency, furnishing him at the same time with such 
instructions as appeared to me to be best calculated to 
enable him to accomplish the apparently earnest wishes of 
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SrExcellcnoy for establishing an improved system of civil 
and military government within your dominions. 

In considering the course of measures best adapted to 
this salutary purpose, I became satisfied that h was abso¬ 
lutely necessary to commence with that reform of your Ex ¬ 
cellency’s military forces, which your Excellency had de¬ 
clared to be indispensable, f was originally led to this con¬ 
clusion by a review of the correspondence and negotiations 
which had passed between your Excellency and Mr. Liuns- 
den in consequence of the advance of Zemaun 8hah to La¬ 
hore, towards the end of the year 1798 j and I was further 
confirmed in my opinion by a retrospect of the events which 
had followed the rebellion and flight of Vizier A$jL 

The conduct of different corps of your Excellency's army 
had in several instances previously to the approach of Ze~ 
maun Shah, abundantly manifested that nn reliance could be 
placed either in their fidelity or discipline. Many of them 
had mutinied, and were prevented from proceeding to acts of 
open violence against your Excellency's person by the pre¬ 
sence of the Company's troops. ^ our Excellency, when con¬ 
sulted by Sir James Craig and by Mr. Lumsden on the mea¬ 
sures of defence to be adopted against the threatened inva¬ 
sion of Zemaun Shah, declared that <f no confidence was to 
he placed in your troops/' arid you not only avowed your mi¬ 
litary force to be inadequate to contribute any assistance to¬ 
wards the defence of your dominions, but required the pre¬ 
sence of part of the British array within your capital for the 
express purpose of protecting your person and authority 
against the excesses of your own disaffected and disorderly 
troops, in the same moment when the services of the whole 
of the British army were most urgently demanded upon your 
Excellency's frontier to resist the approach of Zernaun Shah. 
Hitherto, however, the fidelity and utility of your Excel 1 em 
cy's troops had been distrusted principally on grounds sug¬ 
gested by their repeated contumacy and disobedience, I-hat 
they were actually capable of betraying the interests of your 
Excellency in a crisis of positive danger, was subsequently 
proved beyond a possibility of doubt by their treacherous 
conduct during the commotions excited by V brier Alii. 

The necessity of commencing the general improvement of 
your Excellency's government by a radical reform of your 
military establishment being then manifest, Lieut.-Colonel 





Scott, together with a letter which Sir A hired Clarke ad¬ 
dressed to your Excellency* by my desire* delivered to you 
such further explanations of the proposed measure as the 
occasion required. It is remarkable that the delivery of Sir 
Alured Clarke's letter to your Excellency had been preceded 
within the short space of five days by repeated complaints on 
the part of your Excellency of the turbulent and disorderly 
state of your troops* 

In the plan of reform for your military establishment pre¬ 
sented to your Excellency at that period of time, I proposed 
that the greatest part of your useless and dangerous forces - 
should he disbanded, and should be replaced by a suitable 
number of the Company's troops. The reception which your 
Excellency gave to the proposition corresponded with the 
expectations which your Excellency's repeated declarations 
and applications to me had led me to form. \ our Excel¬ 
lency perused the letter of Sir Alured Clarke with satisfac¬ 
tion) and declared your thorough concurrence in the senti¬ 
ments which it contained, Y our Excellency also, at a subse¬ 
quent conference with the Resident on the 5th of Septem¬ 
ber, observed* of yom own accord, that the proposed mea¬ 
sure was not impracticable, but suck as you hoped might be 
a cc omplis h ecL 

It is of Importance to remind your Excellency in this place 
that, soon after the opening of these discussions by Lieut.- 
Colonel Scott, a fresh mutiny broke out among your Excel¬ 
lency's troops* which your Excellency was enabled to quell 
solely by the assistance of the British Resident at Lucknow. 

Having in a letter to your Excellency dated the SGth of 
September, 1799, expressed my satisfaction in your ready 
concurrence in the expediency of the measure which 'iad 
been generally proposed in the letter of Sir Alured Clarke* 
and particularly explained by Lieut.-Colonel Scott, and hav¬ 
ing at the same time earnestly exhorted your Excellency not 
to s idler any consideration to delay for a moment the neces¬ 
sary alterations in your military establishment (referring to 
the plan which hud been minutely detailed to you by Lieut*-* 
Colonel Scott)* your Excellency in reply declares “ the 
benefits, both immediate and future* of such a reform are 
even more strongly impressed upon my mind than they have 
been described by your Lordship; a year before this time, 
under a sense of the benefits in question, and of the evils ari- 
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sing from the failure of my resources* and the increase of my 
expellees, I planned* of my own accord^ in my mind, a re¬ 
form of the sy&teni) and was the first to propose iff 


To the observation which I had submitted to yonv Excel¬ 
lency relative to the possible return, in a more fomid able 
shape, of the dangers which had already threatened the 
safety of your Excellency's person and dominions, your Ex¬ 
cellency answers, in the same letter* “ please God, by intro¬ 
ducing a reform in the military system, all dangers and all 
apprehension of disturbance will lie removed- 11 

These extracts from your Excellency’s own letters, and. 
from Colonel Scott’s reports of your verbal communications 
noted and recorded at the time, warrant me in declaring that 
your Excellency, in the most direct terms, originally solicited 
me to prepare a plan for the reformation of your military es¬ 
tablishment, and that you afterwards positively approved the 
plan prepared and submitted to you at your own request. I 
leave it to your Excellency to judge with what emotions I 
now learn from LieuL-Colonel Scott, that you have not hesi¬ 
tated to assert that this identical plan framed at your own 
suggestion, and approved by your deliberate sanction, had 
never y in any measure , met with your approbation or accept¬ 
ance > or been deemed expedient by you . 

In this place it may not be inexpedient to observe, that 
even if your Excellency had not professed your approbation 
of the plan in question, it would have been equally my duty 
and right to have required your Excellency’s adoption of a 
measure, the execution of which is indispensably necessary 
to enable the Company to fulfil their engagement H of de¬ 
fending your dominions against all enemies,” 

hi my letter to you of the 5tb of November last* I have 
sufficiently established the right of the Company to augment 
their forces within your Excellency’s dominions to whatever 
extent the British Government in India may judge requisite 
to the permanent security of the common interests. I have 
also explained in what manner your Excellency is bound by 
the 7th Article of the Treaty concluded between your Ex¬ 
cellency and Sir John Shore, to defray the expense of any 
force which the British Government shall deem necessary for 


* See p. 163. 
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tlic effectual protection of your dominions. The right of the 
British Government to make such an augmentation, even 
against your Excellency's consent, in the event of an invasion 
of your dominions, or of any sudden or temporary alarm 
either of domestic or foreign danger, has never been dis¬ 
puted by your Excellency ; but l understand that you have 
expressed to Lieut-Colonel Scott an intimation, that the 
same right doeu not extend to a permanent increase of the 
standing army of the Company in Oude. Can your Excel¬ 
lency then suppose that , the treaty was intended to provide 
against dangers merely of a temporary and transient nature, 
and that it did not embrace the permanent and perpetual 
security of your dominions, and the lasting interests of that 
party which has bound itself to protect them against every 
danger, whether existing or contingent! If a danger shall 
exist, permanent in its nature, but of which the immediate 
approach to your Excellency's dominions may he so sudden 
and rapid as to preclude the possibility oi providing against 
it by any other means, than a consistent and permanent sys- 
tern of preparation and precaution \ shall it be contended 
that the legitimate protector and guardian of your dominions 
is not bound by every principle of duty to provide such a 
system without delay ? and is not the season of peace and 
tranquillity the most favourable for the establishment of ex¬ 


ternal security and internal order ? 

ft is certain that the resources of your Excellency are in¬ 
adequate to the double burthen of the proposed additional 
force of the Company, and of your own existing military 
establishment. But if your resources could bear this accumu¬ 
lated pressure, I should still feci myself bound to require that 
your Excellency should reduce your own disorderly troops. 
The expediency of disbanding as large a proportion of your 
own troops as can possibly be dispensed with in the business 
of the revenue collections, and in the purposes of ceremony and 
state, does not rest solely on the inefficiency of your troops in a 
military view, but also on their disaffection, and insubordina¬ 
tion, and on the danger with which such a body or armed men 
must ever menace your person, and the public tranquillity in 
time of peace; a danger infinitely aggravated in the season 
either of domestic convulsion, or of foreign attack. The dis¬ 
mission therefore of the troops in question, is not only recom- 
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m i* nd ed by cons id era ti a n s of ec ono my 3 hu t i n d i a pe n sa bly requi¬ 
site by the soundest maxims of prudential policy. So long m 
these troops shall be entertained, a large proportion of the 
Company’s force must be constantly employed to maintain the 
peace of the Country; and in the event of an invasion of youv 
Excellency's dominions by a foreign enemy, the necessity of 
diverting a still more considerable part of the British army 
from the defence of your frontier, for the purpose of controll¬ 
ing your own licentious and disaffected soldiery, would in¬ 
crease exactly in proportion to the magnitude and innni- 
nenee of external danger. It must therefore be obvious to 
your Excellency* that the continuance of these dangerous 
troops in your service, instead of leading to a diminution of 
the requisite amount of the British force in Oude, would 
require a far more considerable augmentation of that force 
than any hitherto proposed. 

Your Excellency always professing the utmost anxiety for 
the reform of your own troops, having however delayed to 
concert the necessary arrangements for that purpose with 
Colon-I Scott, it became my duty to accelerate the adoption 
of those measures for the defence of your Excellency’s domi¬ 
nions, which daily became more urgent, It would have been 
highly gratifying to me, if your Excellency’s activity on this 
occasion had been proportioned to the exigency of the case, 
or to the earnestness and apparent candour of your own 
declarations ; but the responsibility in this ease attaching, ac¬ 
cording to the stipulations of treaty* solely on the Company I. 
could not have been justified by any consideration, in suspend¬ 
ing the measures incumbent on the Company's Government. 

On these grounds I determined early in the month of No¬ 
vember last, to introduce immediately into your Excellency’s 
dominions as great a proportion as possible, of the force which 
I deemed necessary to their effectual and permanent defence, 
in addition to the Company's troops already stationed in Code, 

I communicated this determination to your Excellency, in 
a letter written on the 5th of November, and forwarded by me 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott.* 

Before Lieut.-Colonel Scott could deliver this letter, your 
Excellency had made a proposition to him, which, as he eon- 


* See p. 153. 







eeived, precluded the necessity of presenting any letter to 
you ; and accordingly it was not delivered until your Excel¬ 
lency thought proper to recall the proposition in question. 


In the meanwhile the additional troops which i had deter¬ 
mined to send into your Excellency’s dominions, continued to 
assemble lor that purpose; because in every event the neces¬ 
sity of the intended reinforcements irmst have remained 
un alte rable. 

The proposition of your Excellency, to which i have ad¬ 
verted was, that you should abdicate the government of your 
dominions, and, appropriating to your private, use all the 
treasures of the state, retire from Lucknow* You signified 
at the same time, a desire that one of your sons should be 
substituted on the Musnud, 

Lieu tenant-Colonel Scott remonstrated against your Excel¬ 
lency’s declared resolution to abdicate the government; but 
your Excellency persisted, and finally enjoined him to com- 
muntcate it to me, as the result of your deliberate consi¬ 
deration* 

This unexpected determination of your Excellency, although 
it induced Lieutenant-Colonel Scott to withhold my letter of 
the 6th of November, until further orders from me, did not 
prevent him fro m occasionally pressing upon your considera¬ 
tion the subject of the reform of your military establishment* 
Your Excellency however, invariably evaded the discussion 
by declaring, that under the resolution which you had an¬ 
nounced of abdicating the government, it was totally unneces¬ 
sary to proceed at present in the proposed reform* 

Y our Excellency 1ms been in possession for some time past, 
of a formal and detailed answer from me (authenticated by 
my signature) to your declaration of your resolution to abdicate 
the sovereignty of your dominions** To the arguments by 
which I endeavoured to modify your Excellency 7 a original 
plait of abdication, and to the terms on which I declared my¬ 
self willing to facilitate your retirement from the cares of your 
government, (the administration of which you have acknow¬ 
ledged yourself to be utterly unequal to conduct.) Your 
Excellency has not yet returned any reply; you have deemed 
it sufficient to signify to Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, that under 


* See minute by the Gov.-General, p. 151/. 
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my determination not to admit your Excellency's proposition 
in the terms stated by yourself, you were ready to abandon 
your design of retirement, and to retain the charge of the 
government \ supporting this apparently new resolution on ge¬ 
neral grounds of justice to your family. I will not at present 
enquire whether means might not still be devised for securing 
ample justice to your family, without reducing your Excel¬ 
lency to the painful and dangerous necessity of continuing in 
a station, the duties of which you have declared yourself to 
be incompetent to fulfil, and of governing a people whom you 
have declared ff neither pleased with you, nor you with them; 
with whose evil dispositions, enmity, disobedience and negli¬ 
gence, you are disgusted; and from whose government your 
mind is utterly withdrawn/ 1 

Having requested your Excellency to return a formal and 
precise answ er to my detailed observations and proposals, in 
consequence of your Excellency's declared wish to abdicate 
the government, f shall abstain from entering into any minute 
examination of the nature of the subsequent change in your 
Excellency's mind, until I shall be furnished in a regular 
manner, with an explicit statement of the motives which 
induced that, change, l must however remark, that every 
circumstance accompanying your Excellency’s conduct, which 
has hitherto fallen under my observation, or; tins extraordinary 
occasion, appears to me to indicate that your Excellency never 
previously entertained the design of abdicating your govern¬ 
ment, however convinced of the truth of those incontestible 
facts which you alleged as the motives of your abdication, 
but that you professed such a design with the sole view of 
defeating by delay, the long meditated measure of a reform 
of your military establishment. 

It is most painful to be compelled to state a charge of so 
serious a nature, against a person of your Excellency's high 
rank and exalted dignity; but what other conclusion can I 
draw from your Excellency's conduct, when Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel Scott informs me, that after you had engaged his attention 
and mine for nearly two months, by your ostensible intention 
to abdicate the government, you suddenly relinquished that 
intention, and at the same moment declared for the first time, 
that if “ the reform of your military establishments were to 
be adopted on the principles proposed, it would annihilate 
your Excellency’s authority in your own dominions/' al- 
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qugh not only the genereq principles, but all the material 
details of that reform, to which you now object, had been 
repeatedly approved by your Excellency, as being essential 
to tin; maintenance of your authority, and indispensable to the 
peace and safety of your dominions* 

But your Excellency has proceeded to other measures of a 
tendency infinitely more dangerous, utterly incompatible with 
all your professions, and repugnant to the fundamental prin*- 
eiples of your connection with the Company, and to every 
duty of friendship and honourable alliance. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott informs me, “that jour Excel¬ 
lency, instead of affording any cordial assistance for devising 
and carrying into execution apian for the dismission of your 
battalions, has thrown every possible impediment in the way 
of that measure, by endeavouring to restrict the additional 
British force to one position and by delaying to furnish 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott with the statements of your military 
establishments repeatedly required, and absolutely necessary 
to the commencement of the undertaking*” 

Lieutenant-Colonel Scott informs me, that your Excellency 
is equally desirous of impeding the progress of the additional 
British troops, hg exposing them to difficulties in obtaining 
supplies of provisions; to prove this intention on the part of 
your Excellency, Lieutenant-Colonel Scott states, that al¬ 
though he had repeatedly applied to your Excellency for the 
necessary purwannahs to your several aumils, your Excellency 
had not yet issued a single purwannah \ the consequence of 
which was likely to prove not only seriously distressing to the 
British troops destined to the protection of your dominions, 
but dangerous to the peace of the country through which 
those troops proposed to march. 

It is impossible for me to express in terms of sufficient 
force, the sentiments which this intelligence has occasioned 
in my mind* 

The conduct of your Excellency in both instances stated, 
but more flagrantly in the last, is of a nature so unequivocally 
hostile, and may prove so injurious to every interest, both of 
your Excellency and of the Company, that your perseverance 
in so dangerous a course, will leave me no other alternative 
than that of considering all amicable engagements between 
the Company and your Excellency to be dissolved, and of 
regulating my subsequent proceedings accordingly* 1 


am 



however, always inclined to hope that your Excellency may 
have been inadvertently betrayed into these imprudent ami 
unjustifiable measures by the insidious suggestions of evi! 
councillors, and being ever averse to construe your Excel¬ 
lency’s actions in such a manner as must compel me to regard 
and to treat yua as a Prince no longer connected with the 
Company, by the ties of amity and of a common interest j l 
trust, that my next accounts from Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, 
may enable me to view your Excellency’s conduct in a more 
favourable light, but lest my wishes in this respect should he 
disappointed, it is my duty to warn your Excellency in 
the most unreserved terms, that ymir Excellency alone 
will be responsible for all the evils which cannot fail to result 
from any further perseverance in the fatal and imprudent 
course of measures which you have recently pursued* l also 
think it necessary to entreat your Excellency not to delay for 
a moment, whatever further steps may be pointed out to you 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, as necessary to effect the two 
urgent and indispensable objects ; namely, the reform of your 
military establishment, and the provision of funds for the 
regular monthly payment of all the Company’s troops in Oude. 

The least omission or procrastination in either of those 
important points, must lead to the most serious mischief 

MorntngtoN* 


No, LXV. 

Lieut.- General Stuart tv the Earl of Momingtvn, 

The lion. Company** ship Wovdfvrd, 
My Loud, Itith February, 1800, off Anjaogo, 

Your Lordship will do me the justice to believe, that your 
letter, under the 12th of January,* which I have just had the 
honour to receive, has been no less gratifying than flattering 
to me. Nor can I here sufficiently express my high sense of 
your Lordship’s goodness on every occasion, and more espe¬ 
cially for this recent and handsome manner in which you have 
been pleased so particularly to notice me. 
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If my health bad permitted, I should most readily have 
sacrificed every private consideration* and continued to exert 
my best endeavours in the service of my country* under your 
Lordship's auspices in India, It is impossible that so many mo¬ 
tives can ever again conspire to lead me to resume an active 
life, for while the highest objects were held forth to my am¬ 
bition, I had the further stimulus of your Lordship's wishes; 
but there is a period, my Lord, when the mind and the body 
demand repose* and when the spirits no longer animated by 
sanguine expectations, are unfit for excessive labour. It is 
now time that I should withdraw from a scene in which 1 have 
acted a part for forty years, and if' I shall find an honourable 
retirement in my native country under that middling state of 
affluence which is sufficient for a man who has but moderate 
wants, I shall rest contented. But I have not by this reso¬ 
lution, my Lord, absolutely devoted the remainder of my life 
to ease; for as I have always been of opinion, that it requires 
the full enjoyment of health to support with firmness the 
vicissitudes of military affairs, should I have the good fortune 
to recover that blessing, I shall again, I am sure, think of 
resuming the exercise of a profession which has constituted 
my employment and happiness for so many years, 

I beg to assure your Lordship that my friend, Captain 
Walker, as well as myself, feels with duo gratitude the very 
handsome terms in which you have been so good as to ex¬ 
press yourself respecting him. He requests of me to make 
his grateful acknowledgements to your Lordship for the con¬ 
fidence you are pleased to place in him, and for the great 
honour proposed by admitting him a member of your family. 
The offer of so distinguished a situation has made that pro¬ 
per impression on his mind that it ought, and which your 
Lordship had a right to expect. At the same time his ap¬ 
pointment under the Presidency of Bombay has been lately 
Improved by being nominated to succeed to the present 
Auditor-General, who has announced an intention of return¬ 
ing to England soon, and liis future prospects are thus* In a 
great measure, confined to that station. His diffidence, and 
an apprehension that he would not be able to fulfil your 
Lordship's expectations, is an additional, and perhaps, a 
greater motive to induce him to decline the honour which 
your Lordship*! goodness would confer on him. But if your 
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JLefflship should have occasion to employ him at Bombay, 
either in obtaining any Leans of local information there , or 
in whatever other manner, I am certain that he will, to the 
best of his judgment, execute your commands with fidelity 
and alacrity, 

I return to England folly impressed with your Lordship's 
kindness and generosity. N or can your unsolicited efforts to 
promote my future comfort and happiness ever cease to be 
warmly remembered by me while I live, I have indeed but 
one subject of regret in quitting this country, that in any 
instance my ideas should not have entirely accorded with 
your Lordship's superior and. more profound judgment.* 

A name so great as yours, my Lord, does not stand hi need 
of praise from a person in my sphere, but I know that you 
value the esteem of every honest man, and in this character, 
while X congratulate my country on possessing so eminent a 
statesman, I most seriously wish that success to attend your 
Lordship’s administration, which has already added such con¬ 
spicuous lustre to the British arms, and established on the 
most solid basis the English empire in India. 

I have the honour to remain, 
with the greatest respect and regard, my Lord, 


your Lordship’s most faithful, obliged, 
and devoted Servant, 

J. Stuart. 


No* LXVL 


The Earl of Morning Con to the ffomumhk Jonathan Duncan, 

Fort William, February 16 th, 1800. 


Sir, 


Having fully considered the arguments adduced by Lieut- 
General Stuart, in the minute recorded by him previously to 
his departure for Europe (and approved by you in your 
letter to me transmitting that minute) in proof of the neces¬ 
sity of m augmentation of the native infantry of your esta¬ 
blishment, I am satisfied that some increase of that corps is 
indispensably requisite. I am in particular convinced that it 

* Referring to a proposition of Lieut.-Geu, Stwt T a for augmenting 
the force of the army at Bombay* anti the Gov.-GeneraTs objections to 
any increased military expenditure.—[E lk] 
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expedient to enable you, as soon as possible, to reinforce 
the native troops at Surat; and to dispense with the services 
of the auxiliary troops of the Rajah of Tmvancore, 

For these reasons, I authorize you to make an immediate 
addition of one regiment of native infantry to the army under 
your Presidency, and to adopt the necessary measures for 
that purpose without delay* 

1 have the honour to he, &c P 
MORNIN0TON, 

P. S. I take this opportunity of requesting that you will 
have the goodness to direct all your separate letters to me, 
to be numbered under two heads* 

Official —comprehending such letters as are intended for 
record, and which should always be countersigned by one of 
your Secretaries, 

Private —containing your communications of that descrip¬ 
tion* 

1 wish this regulation to commence from the 1st of January, 
I SCO, and I shall observe the same, Accordingly I shall 
number your letters. 

Official^ No, 1, dated the ,4th of January, 1800. 

Private, No.. 

The numbers are to recommence with every year. 


No. LXVII. 

'The Karl of Mornhigton tv the Honourable Jonathon Duncan. 

Sir, Fort WiilUm* \Mh 18th, 180$, 

Having fully considered your several communications rela¬ 
tive to the affairs of Surat, I have directed a despatch to be 
prepared on that subject for my signature in Council, toge¬ 
ther with the draft of a Treaty to he concluded with Nussur 
ud Been previous to confirming him in the station of Nabob, 
As it may require a few days to complete these papers, I 
think it advisable to give you an early intimation of the ge¬ 
neral principle on which my instructions will he founded. 

Being convinced that it h not only the complete right, but 
the positive duty of the British Government to secure the 
external defence, as well as the internal order and good go¬ 
vernment oi the City of Surat; and being satisfied that the 
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df^inal Treaty between the Company and the Nabob JVloyen 
ud Deen presents no obstacle to any conditions requisite to 
tlie permanent establishment of these important and salutary 
objects, I am resolved not to confirm Nusser ud Been in tlie 
station of Nabob, until he shall have agreed to transfer the 
whole civil and military administration and revenues of the 
city into the hands of the Company; reserving to himself an 
annual stipend sufficient for the maintenance of himself and 
his family, to be paid by the Company from the revenues of 
Surat. 

An arrangement, founded upon this principle will, of course, 
include the institution of regular courts of justice under the 
authority of the Company. 

I think it will be advisable that you should proceed in 
person to Surat for the purpose of concluding this important 
arrangement. I shall not, however, suggest tins measure m 
my letter in Council; but you will understand my decided 
opinion to be, that, without your presence at Surat, the pro¬ 
posed reform cannot be Carried into effect. 

In tny official letter (No. 3) of the 16th instant, I authorised 
you to add one regiment of native infantry to your establish¬ 
ment. A more attentive consideration of your communica¬ 
tions relating to Surat, and of Lieutenant-General Stuart’s 
minute of the 21st of January, has convinced me of the ne¬ 
cessity of extending that authority to the addition of another 
regiment, according to the suggestion of General Stuart in 
that minute. 

You will, therefore, proceed without delay to add tw o regi¬ 
ments of native infantry to your establishment. 

It is also my desire, that you should immediately increase 
the force at Surat to one company of European artillery, two 
companies of European infantry, and one complete regiment 
of native infantry. 

You will observe, that it is desirable that this force should 
precede your arrival at Surat. 

You may expect my despatch in Council in a few days, but 
I request that you will not delay these preliminary measures 
under that expectation. 


I have the honour to be, &e. 


MoRNtNGTON. 
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No. LXVIIL 


The Earl pf Elgin to the Ear l of Mornington. 


My Lord, 


Constantinople* Feb. 20th, 18U0, 
[Hecfiived at Fort William, May 10th, 1800,] 


Although Sir Sidney Smith will, no doubt, have sent to 
your Lordship the earliest accounts of the capitulation which 
the French have signed for the evacuation of Egypt, yet 1 
lose no time in forwarding the intelligence from hence, and 
enclosing an abstract of the terms agreed upon. 

I most sincerely congratulate your Lordship upon this ad¬ 
ditional security tc our East India possessions* The period 
of your administration has surely been *the most brilliant, and 
has procured more essential benefits to those interests., than 
any Government ever was so fortunate as to obtain. No one 
takes a warmer share than I do in whatever must contribute 
so greatly to j r our satisfaction and reputation. 

There are at this moment eight mails from England miss¬ 
ing* It would appear that the Elbe is frozen } and the roads 
on this side of Vienna are almost impassable, 1 can, there¬ 
fore, offer yon no news from hence. 

We have merely common report from France: nor do we 
know of any act worthy to be cited of the new Government 
at Paris, 

I wish I could give your Lordship any hopes that the 
Court of Russia shewed more disposition than of late for 
continuing a continental war against France. I have not 
heard from Lord Minto since lie went to Prague last month, 
for the purpose of an interview with Marshal Suwarrow. At 
first it was said that their conferences had ended as we might 
wish| but my accounts from Russia state the determination 
of the Emperor to be, to recal his troops. 

Ry advice from London, it is expected there that Russia 
continues hearty with m t * and the same language is held to 
the Porte. But if it does not act on the Continent, I am not 
sanguine as to the benefit we are to derive from its efforts. 
Meanwhile the Court of Vienna continues its preparations 
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another campaign. At present we do not hear any sur¬ 
mise of Buonaparte's having proposed fresh terms of peace 
to Austria, 


l have the honour to ho, 
with great truth and regard, my Lord, 
your Lordship's most obedient, humble Servant, 

Elgin. 


No, LXIXl 

The Earl of MornJngtbn to the flight Honourable Henry Dundas* 

Mr DEAR Sir, Fort William, March 5th, 1800* 

Although most of the points touched in your several des¬ 
patches have already been anticipated, either by my letters to 
you, by the communications which I trust you have received 
through Mr* Wellesley, or by my despatches to the Secret 
Committee and the Court of Directors, I propose in tins letter 
to reply regularly to such of your communications as have not 
already been directly answered by me* 

Hyderabad*- —I received with the greatest satisfaction your 
approbation of the treaty of Hyderabad,* Subsequent events 
have abundantly confirmed the justice of the expectations, 
which you formed upon the first view of that treaty. It was 
indeed the source of all our recent successes in India; and 
even if u has in any degree aggravated the characteristic 
jealousy of the Mali rat tas, it has furnished ample compensa¬ 
tion in establishing an impregnable barrier against their power. 
The system on which the treaty of Hyderabad was founded, 
would certainly be most effectually completed by the conclu¬ 
sion of a similar engagement at Poonah, and I am resolved 
never to lose sight of that most desirable object. 

The various instances in which the jealousy of the Mahrafcta 
State has lately been disclosed, are rather to be attributed to 
the peculiar character of that nation, and to the singular dis¬ 
position of the present Peishwa, than to any formed aversion 
to a nearer connection with the British power. 

The influence of Seindia has also contributed to frustrate 
my proposed measures, because their necessary effect must 
have been to restore the Peishwa to a certain degree of credit 

* See Yoh i* Appendix. 
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power; and to reduce Sc India in the same proportion- 
I have no reason to believe that Scindia would be averse to a 
separate connection with ns, but not perceiving any possible 
advantage which could arise from such a connection under all 
the circumstances of the present moment, l have taken no 
steps to cultivate it, while I have avoided any manifestation 
of an unfriendly disposition* 

The distractions of the Maliratla empire must continue to 
increase, until they shall be checked by foreign interference. 
No power in India excepting the British now possesses suf¬ 
ficient strength to interpose with effect in these dissentions ; 
anti I shall not be surprised if ultimately the subsidiary force, 
which I am so anxious to establish at Poonah, should be re¬ 
quired with equal anxiety by the Mahratta State, as the only 
means of restoring order, and of saving the whole of that 
country from plunder and desolation* 

Mr* polebrooke has now resided several months at Nag- 
poor, and I have every reason to believe, that the-Rajah of 
Berar will prove well inclined to support whatever plan the 
British Government may ultimately adopt with regard to the 
affairs of the Mahratta empire. 

With respect to the views of Zemaun Shah, the papers 
found in the palace at Seringapatam have completely justified 
your opinion of Tippoo*s disposition to obtain the assistance of 
that Prince; and of Zeiiuum Shah'’s inclination to afford it- 
For some time to come, I trust that Zeinaun Shah will he 
too much occupied at home, to admit of turning his anus 
against [find os tan ; and i tun inclined to think that the en¬ 
couragement of divisions in his own government* and of hos¬ 
tility between the contiguous State pf Persia and his dominions, 
is the system of defence against Zetnaun Shah on which it is 
most safe to rely under the present circumstances of affairs 


in India* 

The profligacy of SciudWs character, the distracted state 
of his councils and armies, and the distress or rather ruin 
of bis finances preclude the hope of effecting a secure or 
useful alliance with him* 

The establishment of a subsidiary force at Poonab, would 
compel Scindia to return to his own dominions: and in that 
event, it might not be difficult to convince him that his best 
security would consist in imitating the example oi the Nizam 
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Ia£i*rof the Peishwa; and in placing himself under the imme¬ 
diate protection of the British power. 

With respect to the general system of policy to be adopted 
by m in India in consequence of the pop quest of Mysore, 1 
sballre view all the important considerations connected with 
that extensive question in a separate despatch, addressed by 
some future opportunity, either to you or to the Secret 
Committee. 

J conclude, that the power of the French in Egypt is either 
already extirpated, or that you will continue the war until 
that indispensable object shall be completely effected. Not¬ 
withstanding the present proud and commanding predomi¬ 
nance ot the British power in India, we cannot expect an 
uninterrupted continuance of tranquillity while France shall 
be permitted to maintain a powerful establishment in Egypt. 

Since I wrote die preceding paragraph, I have received 
despatches from Lord Elgin, dated the 22n<l December, 
1799, by which it appears that Kleber remains in Egypt 
with lOjO^O men, and that Buonaparte is at the head 
of a new' Government in France, Lord Elgin proposes a 
powerful diversion from India, through the Red Sea, for the 
purpose of accelerating the evacuation of Egypt by the French, 
but after a full discussion of this subject with General Stuart, 
I am satisfied that it would be an useless waste of treasure 
and blood to attempt such an expedition on a large scale, 
unless the whole plan of co-operation from the Mediterattean 
had been previously concerted.* Desultory operations against 
any places retained by the French on the shores of tlm lied 
Sea may be advantageous, they would neither be perilous, 
nor expensive. 

You are already apprized of my entire coincidence in your 
opinion, respecting the importance of Goa ; and I trust that 
you will be enabled to give full effect to the measures which 
I have adopted for the purpose of rendering that possession 
an additional source of strength to the British Empire in 
India, I also consider the possession of Diu to be a most 
desirable object, particularly with a view to the coercion of 
the Piratical States on the north western coast of the penin¬ 
sula of India. 


* Tlds? was the sug-grsi ion nf tlo v’emur-Geiierul to Mr. Dnmias on 
the 16th of May, ly£hj. VuJ, I. p 5S7*—[Eu.] 
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inances.--- Notwithstanding the large import of bullion 
during the present season, the expefrees of the war, and the 
considerable amount of the 12 per cent securities, coining in 
course of payment within the current and succeeding year of 
account, have compelled me to continue the system of adding 
to the debt in India, in order to secure a considerable com¬ 
mercial investment for the ensuing season, I have however, 
the satisfaction to assure you, that every symptom has con¬ 
curred to confirm my opinion, that the debt in India is likely 
to become more manageable hi every succeeding year. The 
loans which I have opened at this Presidency during the 
current year, have been made at a rate of interest much more 
favourable than any which has been raised since the year 
1796, aw will appear by the terms of the loans of this year. 
Although the second loan on the same terms is actually 
open, the state of the public securities is now— 

5th March, 1800, 

Buying. Sell 

6 per cent, 

8 per cent* 

10 per cent, 

12 per cent. 

Having been at the corresponding period in the preceding 
year— 


Buvinjf. 

Kelli tiff. 

13-0 0 

14 0 0 

5 0 0 

6 80 

10 8 0 

9 8 0 

i SO 

goo 


6 per cent. 
8 per cent. 
10 per cent, 
I£ per cent* 


Buying* 

24* 8 0 
11 * 8 0 

0 2 0 


5lb March, l?9y* 
Selling. 

£5 8 0 


15 8 0 


0 G 


j 


Discount- 


The distress for specie has gradually vanished, and private 
credit has proportionably been improved; and I have been 
enabled to send home with valuable cargoes every regular 
ship belonging to the Company in India, while on the other 
hand, I have employed the whole tonnage which the Port of 
Calcutta could furnish since the month of December, to carry 
to the Port of London, nearly the whole of the goods of 
individuals, w hich had been tendered for exportation previous 
to that month, over and above the 3,000 tons which the 
Company is bound by law to furnish. 

The finances of the Government of Madras have improved 
in a still greater proportion than those of Bengal At that 
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they have opened a loan, under which they have 
been enabled to raise a large supply. The great augmenta¬ 
tion of the resources of Fort St, George* under the subsidiary 
treaties of Hyderabad and Seringapatam, md the partition 
treaty of Mysore, together with the improvements in the 
revenues of Tanjore and of the country of the Pnlygars will 
render the finances of that Presidency an object of the high¬ 
est consideration. It may also be expected that industry, 
population and manufacture, and all the sources of public 
and private credit will take a new spring in our possessions 
on the Peninsula of India, in consequence of our increased 
security in that quarter. 

To these causes of progressive prosperity, it is reason¬ 
able to add the benefits which cannot fail to accrue from the 
extension, to that part of out empire of the system of judica¬ 
ture and revenue, under widt h these provinces have attained 
so eminent a degree of opulence and internal tranquillity. 

I trust that the 8 per cent loan now opened in Bengal, will 
be rapidly filled, and, will enable me to provide for all the 
services stated in my several estimates; I expect hereafter 
to be able to borrow money at 8 per cent under the former 
system of repayment of the public securities according to 
priority of date. 

Notwithstanding these favourable expectations, f am of 
opinion, that the surplus revenue of India is not likely to 
afford any considerable or certain resource. The increasing 
magnitude of our empire in India, and the continual expan¬ 
sion of every branch of our numerous and complicated interests 
must preclude any considerable reduction of our permanent 
charges civil, military, or commercial. More cannot be hoped 
from the utmost exertion of vigilance, integrity and ability in 
any persons to whom the government of this empire may 
hereafter be entrusted than to check, by a seasonable and 
diligent system of revision, that tendency to excess and abuse 
which is the inherent vice of all great establishments* On the 
other hand, it is my decided opinion, that the growing re¬ 
sources of India will keep pace with the demands upon 
them. 

With respect to the resource which you expect to derive 
in India from bills upon the East India Company under the 
plan of remittance, the prosperous state of public credit in 
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England and iti India will co-operate to render that resource of 
little avail The state of the public funis in England will 
diminish the desire of remitting private fortunes to England 
from India in proportion to the increase of the public pros- 
perity at home, and the high degree of security which our 
Indian Empire has acquired by the success of the late war 
against Tippoo Sulmun, has inspired so general a confidence 
in the stability of the British power in India, that individuals 
will think their capital equally safe in India, where it will 
certainly be more productive than in England, 

These circumstances, added to the vast increase of the ex¬ 
port of goods from India to England will probably detain 
much capital in this country, and retard the operation of any 
plan of remittance which could be devised. 

Private merchants, for Commercial purposes, will always 
offer more advantageous terms than the Company ; and in 
time of public prosperity the bills of individuals df undoubted 
capital will be received by many in preference to bills drawn 
on the Company on terms less favourable. 

The same causes will naturally tend to maintain, if not to 
increase the present high rate of exchange upon , bills on 
England ; and while the natural and current rate of exchange 
shall be so much higher (as it is at present) than that al¬ 
lowed by the plan of remittance through the Company, It is 
not to be expected, that individuals will resort to that plan to 
such an extent as shall furnish any important financial re¬ 


source. 

Commerce,—T hat the export of British manufactures to 
India, under proper regulations, might be extended to the 
amount of a considerable resource, I entertain no doubt, bat 
l must observe, that before such an effect can be expected 
an entire reform must take place in the conduct of the East 
India Company's exports to India. 

The leading points which require minute and diligent care 
in the management of this branch of the Company's affairs 
appear to me to he, first, that the goods should be of the 
first quality ; secondly * that they should be invoiced at a rea¬ 
sonable and just price ; and thirdly, that they should be as¬ 
sorted in a manner suitable to this market, and conformably 
to die indents sent from hence. 

Under the present system the quality of the goods h fre- 
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quently defective i for the two lust years the invoice price 
has been considerably increased without any correspondent 
improvement in the quality of the goods, and the assortments 
have been injudicious and contrary to the indents sent front 
hence by those officers who are best acquainted with the 
nature of the market. 

As connected with this subject, in one point of view, 1 de¬ 
sire to call your particular attention to the defective and unser¬ 
viceable state of the arms annually exported to India for the 
use of our troops* This is a disgraceful evil, and of a most 
pernicious tendency. I am apprehensive that the whole sys¬ 
tem of the Company's exports to India is rendered subser¬ 
vient to private interests at the expense of the public* 

Mr* Pitt’s Bill for the reduction of the duties upon im¬ 
ports from India lias grievously disappointed the expectation 
of the commercial part of the community. T he duty im¬ 
posed by that bill upon the Sugars, particularly on the 
coarser sortf is much too high; and the object of inviting 
the trade of India to the Port of London, will not, I fear, be 
effected by the general scale of duties adopted in that bid. 

Internai. Administration of Bkngah*- Xhe increasing 
arrears of the land revenue of Bengal occupied my attention 
immediately after my arrival in India. 

After full consideration L passed a law tor the purpose oi 
remedying the increasing evil * of accumulating balances. 
The beneficial effects of it have already been felt to so great 
an extent as to warrant a confident expectation that the 
stipulated income will hereafter be paid with great regularity. 

My judgment and experience coincide entirely with your 
opinion, that the system adopted by Lord Cornwallis has 
proved and must continue to prove a fruitful source of happi¬ 
ness, wealth, industry, and population to this flourishing 
country. That system, however, has still to encounter some 
avowed and many secret enemies ; nor have its benefits been 
yet fully realized, it has not been carried into execution with 
cordiality, zeal, and energy proportioned to its merits; it h ns 
received no akl of collateral institutions calculated to furnish 
a supply of men properly qualified to fill the several stations 
of judicature and revenue ; nor has a due and impartial se- 
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Action been uniformly made of the persons best qualified in 
the actual state of the service to fill such stations as have 
progressively become vacant ; nor has the administration 
of justice throughout the provinces been superintended with 
& sufficient degree of vigilance and care, 

I have nearly matured a plan with a view to these salutary 
objects* The principal measures on which It will be founded 
will he, first, the institution of a Court of Sudder I>ewannee 
and Kizamut Adawlut distinct from the council; but of which 
the Chief Justice shall be capable of sitting in council, if ap¬ 
pointed from home to a seat in council. The province of 
this new Court shah be, not only to receive and judge ap¬ 
peals, but also to superintend the administration of justice 
and the general state of police in ail the inferior courts, 
branches and departments of the judicial institutions. 

It is my intention to constitute this court of those persons 
who bore a principal share in framing the System so happily 
adopted by Lord Cornwallis* Their talents, integrity, and 
experience, as well as the peculiar propriety and dig¬ 
nity of their manners render them the fittest to hold this dis¬ 
tinguished station, to which it is ray intention to annex the 
highest rank which the law enables me to grant 

The Chief Justice of this new court may hereafter become 
a member of the Council, in which event he will still con¬ 
tinue to preside in the court* In the meanwhile I wish to he 
empowered by law to give a rank to the Chief Justice of the 
Sudder Dewnnnee and Nizamut Ada whit, which shall place 
him iiB nearly as possible on a level with the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

gneb The Institution of a College or University at Calcutta 
in which the Writers shall be subject to the rules of colle¬ 
giate discipline for the first two or three years subsequent to 
their arrival; and shall study the languages, history, laws, 
manners, and customs of India, the laws enacted by the 
Governor-General in Council, and such rudiments of the laws 
of England as are necessary to enable the judges through¬ 
out these possessions to administer the laws of India in the 
spirit of the British constitution* 

3rd. I propose to jjass regulations subjecting all persons 
appointed to offices of the judicature or revenue to public 
examination in the several brandies of knowledge requisite 





^^tntlieir respective stations, before they shall be entitled to 
receive the emoluments of the office to which they may have 
been appointed. 


4th, In the several stations of revenue and judicature 
throughout the provinces many public officers are to be 
found avowedly incompetent to the due discharge of their 
duties. Some from ignorance, natural incapacity or fixed ha¬ 
bits of indolence and dissipation, others from age and infir¬ 
mity. Such persons have been suffered to retain their sta¬ 
tions under the orders of the Court of Directors, prohibiting 
the grant of pensions of retreat to the civil service. This 
prohibition is contrary to true principles of economy. The 
inevitable operation of it has been to fix incapable persons in 
stations requiring efficiency; and the loss sustained by their 
negligencies or errors infinitely overbalances the expense of 
providing for them at the public charge. The application of 
this prohibition to persons who have grown old or infirm in 
the public service is illiberal and cruel, as well as impolitic. 
On the other hand it may, perhaps, be questioned whether 
those whose ignorance, natural inability, or other defects dis¬ 
qualify them for the public service, can be entitled to any 
compensation from the state which has already supported 
them at a considerable expense, under the presumption of 
their sufficiency to discharge the duties for which they re¬ 
ceive emolument. 

But viewing the actual state of the civil service at this Pre¬ 
sidency, I know that many persons do not, and never will, 
render justice to the public in the stations which they now 
hold, although it would appear an act of great harshness and 
rigour to remove these persons, without making some provi¬ 
sion for them. Their number is not very considerable, it 
bears no proportion to the mischief occasioned by their evil 
administration, and by the dangerous example which their 
conduct affords to the younger branches of the service. My 
intention, therefore, is (without waiting for orders from 
home) to remove all persons of any of the descriptions to 
which I have adverted from efficient office ; and to pro¬ 
vide for them by adequate pensions for life, payable to 
their agents ha India on the condition of their returning to 
England. The present allowance to the Company's ser¬ 
vants out of employment being payable only to such as re¬ 
side in India would not answer the purpose proposed. 



Among the servants now out of employment, but residing in 
Bengal, few, if any, are qualified for efficient office ; the 
amount of the pensions to be paid under the new plan must 
bear a just proportion to the period of service as well a;: to 
the offices actually enjoyed at the period of removal, it will 
be for the Government at home to consider whether any per¬ 
manent plan of pension for civil servants retiring, from the 
service in India shall hereafter be adopted. The measure 
which I propose to carry into effect, is more immediately ap¬ 
plicable to the actual state of the civil service in India; but 
the principles on which it is grounded may furnish the foun¬ 
dation of a permanent system* w hich shall for ever secure 
this Government against the evils of inefficiency, ignorance, 
and negligence in the subordinate branches of the executive 
administration. 

Taxation—T he accounts w hich y ou wall have received this 
year of the revenue on salt will be highly satisfactory to you, 
and you will have observed with peculiar pleasure that the 
revenue arising from the sale of Opium has been completely 
restored by the improved system of agency, by the extreme 
Care applied to the manufacture of the drug, by the clue pro¬ 
portion now preserved between the quantity mantifactored 
and the current demand, and by the measure which I have 
uniformly carried into effect of publicly destroying all such 
opium as had been declared to be adulterated. The produce 
of the two last sales of opium (which included the whole an* 
nua! quantity for the last season) has exceeded that of die 
most favourable sales of that drug over experienced in Ben¬ 
gal, the nett profit to the Company on the two sales in.De¬ 
cember, 1799, and February, 1800, having amounted to more 
than 23 lacs of rupees (£287,500 sterling).* I have little 
doubt that this branch of revenue will continue to flourish 
under the same judicious vi^n-ith admini-v-v a. 

The public service is greatly indebted to Mr* Fleming, se¬ 
cond Member of the Medical Board, for his careful inspec¬ 
tion of the opium, as well as for his various suggestions by 
which the manufacture has been placed under improved re¬ 
gulations. 

You will observe with great satisfaction the considerable 
increase which has taken place in the Government customs 

* Estimating the rupee ut % its then current value.—[Ei».] 
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kt Calcutta since my arrival in India, This is* to bo attribu¬ 
ted entirely to increased care and vigilance in the business of 
the custom house. The customs were placed for some time 
under the management of Mr* Haldane, a Member of the 
Board df Trade, who was principally aided by a young gen¬ 
tleman of the name of Twining, its restoring order to the bu¬ 
siness of the Custom-house. Mr. Tw ining ha-’ distinguished 
himself very touch in this transaction j he ;s at present too 
yoting in the service to lie placed in the enjoyment of a sa¬ 
lary adequate to his merits, but I shall tale the first practi¬ 
cable opportunity of promoting him ; in the meanwhile I have 
appointed Mr. Dash wood to the collection of the customs, 

I can rely on his diligence and integrity, and Mr. Twining 
will act under him. 

It is necessary to observe that the right of the Governor- 
General in Council to raise the duties on goods in the Port of 
Calcutta is questioned by the lawyers here, in the present in¬ 
definite sta te of our powers of legislation. 

An improvement of the tax upon Spirituous Liquors and 
intorienting Drugs is now under my consideration, and I 
have little doubt that this branch of the revenue may he 
much increased. But here again 1 feel my self embarrassed 
by the anomalous constitution of this government- Under 
the construction given to the law s for the government of the 
British possession^;, it is a received doctrine, that the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Council cannot legislate for the town of Cal¬ 
cutta. Therefore the capital City of this empire must be 
exempt froro the operation of any law imposing additional 
duties on the articles above mentioned, unless I can contrive 
to pass such <a law under Jhe pretext of an improvement of 
the duties appropriated to the support ol the police. I am 
disposed to hope that sources of just and moderate taxation 
may be discovered on other articles of general consumption; 
but this measure must he adopted gradually and with great 
caution, I must here also observe, that although Calcutta 
roust necessarily be the place of the greatest consumption, 
as well as that where any new tax would be less sensibly 
felt than in the country, the supposed restrictions of the law, 
and the strange conflict of authorities between the Supreme 
Court of Judicature and the Government, preclude the pos¬ 
sibility of my applying any system oi taxation on articles of 
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consumption to the town of Calcutta- I trust you 
will, without delay, relieve this government from a predica¬ 
ment so embarassing, 

PoLrtJE;—The Police of Calcutta is now In a deplorable con- 
dition, and if speedy measures be not adopted the town will soon 
relapse Into its ancient state of filth and unbealthine&e, and 
will again become fatal to European constitutions. It is my 
intention immediately to proceed to improve the drains and 
roads, to widen the streets and avenues, and clear away the 
junglea, and remove the tanks and other nuisances situated 
in the neighbourhood of the town. These improvements 
will necessarily occasion expense; but it is an expense which 
the Company must incur, or forfeit every title to the charac¬ 
ter of a wise and munificent sovereign. In aid of this ex¬ 
pense it would be ju&t to levy an assessment on the inha¬ 
bitants ol Calcutta; but I have already stated that measure 
to he Jin practicable in the limited state of my powers. Va¬ 
rious other regulations of police are requisite for the preser¬ 
vation of the peace and order of the town; even these I 
shall find it difficult to enforce until my right to legislate for 
Calcutta shall be rendered indisputable by act of parlia¬ 
ment. 

( >ude. Of the two general heads, under which you have 
stated the objects of your anxiety, with regard to the situa¬ 
tion of Glide, I trust that the second is now nearly accom¬ 
plished; namely, the substitution of an, efficient military force 
under the Company's authority, in place of the Nabob Vizier's 
dangerous arid undisciplined army. This reform has not been 
effected without great reluctance on the part of the Vizier, 
whose character has been displayed on this occasion in the 
genuiue colours ot Asiatic treachery and falsehood. I have 
nothing to hope from any other quality in his Excellency's 
mind, excepting his acknowledged pusillanimity, which I flat¬ 
ter myself w ill induce him to submit to the introduction of 
such a portion of the British authority into the management of 
his country, as is indispensably necessary to the just and pure 
administration of the Government; to the accurate collection 
and economical expenditure of his revenues ; and to the re¬ 
lict of his people from the extortion, cruelty and oppression, 
under which they now suffer. I shall hereafter submit to 
you a detailed view of my proceedings in Oude; at present 
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may bo sufficient to say, that I consider the reform of the 
Vizier s military establishment to he far advanced, and that 
in consequence of the success of that preliminary step, I en¬ 
tertain a sanguine hope, of being able to carry the same spirit 
of reform with vigour ami effect into every other branch of 


his affairs. 

Government of Fort St. George. —I am happy to be 
able to express iny entire concurrence, in your opinion, with 
regard to the progressive improvement of the administration 
of" n flair a at Fort St. George ; and 1 have no doubt that the 
same system will continue to be pursued by Lord Clive and 
by the persons who now constitute his advisers at that Presi¬ 
dency. My long residence at Fort St. George, and the cor¬ 
diality, temper, and honour of Lord Clive have completely 
identified the two Governments, and I find no more difficulty 
in governing our extensive possessions on the coast, with all 
our recent acquisitions of territory and influence, than in re¬ 
gulating any of the collector&hips in Bengal. You will ob¬ 
serve, by the public proceedings that 1 have lately transmitted 
to Fort St. George detailed orders for introducing into the 
possessions under the immediate Government of that Presi¬ 
dency, the same system of internal administration, under 
which these provinces have so happily flourished. I enter¬ 
tain no doubt, that, under the present Government at Fort 
St, George, my orders will be carried into effect with the ut¬ 
most degree of honesty, alacrity, and zeal. The execution, 
however, of those orders must necessarily be imperfect un¬ 
less accompanied by the application to the civil service at 
Fort St. George, not only of all those subsidiary improve¬ 
ments still requisite in Bengal, but of other remedies more 
peculiarly demanded by the state of the service at Fort St. 
George, My present inclination is to render the Court of 
Sudder Dewannee and Nizamut Aduwlut in Bengal the Su¬ 
preme Court of Appeal from all the Company’s possessions, 
and to vest in it the general superintendence of the adminis¬ 
tration of justice ami the regulation of police throughout the 
British empire in India. This arrangement appears to be 
well calculated to secure uniformity, consistency, and purity 
in the conduct of all the subordinate courts of justice, and 
in every institution of police. I do not apprehend that it 
will be "necessary or expedient to establish any intermediate 
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iSRrorfc of Appeal at Fort St. George between the Sadder 
Drrwamiee Adawhit in Bengal, and the ordinary Courts of 
Circuit arid Appeal, to he instituted on tlie coast of Coro¬ 
mandel- I am also inclined to dunk that the writers destined 
for Fort St* George may advantageously pass the two first 
years of their residence in India at the University of Calcutta; 
where proper professors maybe established for their instruc¬ 
tion in the languages peculiar to the territories subject to the 
immediate Government of Fort St George. 

Tlie adoption of a plan for pensioning public officers inca¬ 
pable of service is required at least as much at Fort St. 
George as in Bengal. But the peculiar evil now inherent in 
the constitution of the service at Fort St, George is not only 
Unknown in Bengal, but directly contrary to the fundamental 
principle on which Lord Cornwallis rested all his plans for 
amending and purifying the administration of affairs in these 
provinces. He prohibited all indirect and secret emoluments, 
and all mixture in pursuits of commerce, or of other affairs 
incompatible with a due attention to the public service; and 
he established the allowances of the public officers on so 
liberal a scale as might enable them not merely to subsist 
during the period of their public labours, but to realize, with 
due economy, a competent provision after a moderate period 
of service. 

This system is not founded on any principle exclusively 
applicable to the characters, habits, or interests of the public 
servants in Bengal. It is founded in a just and correct know¬ 
ledge of mankind, for no proposition can be more self- 
evident, or of more universal application, than that the best 
security against the temptation of illicit profit, is to annex 
liberal emolument to honest labour. It is, therefore, difficult 
to conceive on what ground mi expectation can be formed, 
that the public service at Fort St. George should be as pure 
and correct as that in Bengal; while the civil servants of 
Fort St. George shall be permitted to mix in pursuits foreign 
to their public duties; and while the general scale of the 
allowances at Fort St. George shall remain so low as to pre¬ 
clude those prospects of honest profit deemed necessary in 
Bengal for securing the integrity of the public servants. 1 
am aware that this remark does not apply with so much force 
to the commercial as to other branches of the Company’s 
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service at Fort St- George, Some of the commercial all*av¬ 
arices have been increased at that Presidency, on the very 
principle of rendering them so ample as to preclude the 
temptation of irregular profit; and yet the irresistible appli¬ 
cation of the same principle to other branches of die service 
at the same Presidency has never been admitted in practice, 
however it may have been acknowledged in argument, lor 
it can never be supposed that the Company can deliberately 
deem it to be a more incumbent duty of Government to se¬ 
cure the honest discharge of its commercial concerns, than to 
preserve its revenues from peculation, and the administration 
of its laws from corruption and oppression. It k possible 
that the limited and precarious condition of the revenues of 
the Presidency of Fort St- George, and its state of insecurity 
during the existence of the contiguous hostile power in My¬ 
sore, may have retarded the due consideration of this subject. 
But in the present increased, and, I trust, progressive state 
of the prosperity and security of that valuable possession, no 
such obstacle exists to a reform urgently demanded by every 
principle of humanity, policy, and justice, 

f am convinced that the continuance of the present inade¬ 
quate allowances of the public servants at Fort St. George 
would prove an insuperable bar to the improvement of the 
revenues, and to the due administration of justice in that part 
of our Empire- At present the public servants at Fort St. 
Gdorge, in most of the offices, can find no alternative but 
poverty or corruption. Is it: the part of wisdom or honour 
in any Government to reduce its servants to such an alterna¬ 
tive ? During my residence at Fort St, George a most re¬ 
spectable member of the Board of Revenue, Mr. Harrington, 
resigned his seat at the Board because his salary did not 
afford him the hope of providing a competent maintenance 
for his family at the expiration of his service; and he en¬ 
tered into a Commercial House of Agency, withdrawing 
from the Companyservice talents, integrity, and steal, 
w hich had proved highly useful, and might have been ex¬ 
erted with increased benefit to their affairs, 1 know that 
Mr, Cockburne, (whose abilities, knowledge, and integrity, 
are not surpassed by any person in India,) entertains simi¬ 
lar intentions of retiring from the Company's service. And 



THE EAHX OF MORNING TON * TO 



long 


it must be evident to your comprehensive view and 
experience of public affairs that this evil will be aggra¬ 
vated in proportion to the increased magnitude arid impor¬ 
tance of the interests entrusted to the management of the 
public servants at Fort St. George; and that ultimately a 
service ao defective must he deserted by all who arc not dis¬ 
posed to take advantage of its abuses. 

The consideration of all these circumstances has induced 
me to call Lord Clive’s particular attention to the scale of 
allowances at Fort St. George ; and it is my intention to ac» 
company the institution of the new Courts of Judicature at 
that Presidency by a general revision of the salaries of their 
civil service ; the result of which will, I trust* enable nie to 
place all the allowances on a proper level. 

The delay attendant upon the expectation of orders from 
home and the urgent pressure of the evil will* [ trust* suffi¬ 
ciently justify my determination to apply* with all practicable 
despatch* such u remedy as shall appear to iny judgment to 
promise the most speedy, ben clidal* and permanent effect 
I entertain little doubt that the revenues, under the ma¬ 
nagement of the Government of Fort St George* will be con¬ 
siderably improved in all their branches; and that the addi¬ 
tional expense of providing for the important objects stated 
In the preceding paragraphs will be far overbalanced by the 
consequent amelioration of all our resources in that quarter* 
Carnatic, —The double Government of the Carnatic is a 
difficulty which continues to present the most serious and 
alarming obstacles to every attempt at reform. The expec¬ 
tation of favourable opportunities of negotiation with the 
Nabob of Arcot* and of the effects of conciliation and atten¬ 
tion towards him will, I am convinced, be ever disappointed 
by the event. You recollect with what sanguine hopes I 
looked forward to the result of measures adopted in a spirit 
of mildness and persuasion, but I jiave found them entirely 
vain and fruitless j nor can I cherish the slightest ray of hope 
that such a course can ever prove successful, during the life 
of the present Nabob. His Highness is surrounded by Eu¬ 
ropean advisers of the most dangerous and profligate charac¬ 
ter, whose interests are deeply involved in the perpetuation 
of the abuses of his Government, and who (amongst other 





THE RIGHT HON. HENRY DUN DAS, 


<SL 


moans of perverting his Councils) labour to inspire him with 
the notion of a distinction of interests and powers between 
the Royal Government and that constituted by Act of Parlia¬ 
ment for the administration of the British Empire in India. 
In. all his conversations and correspondence, he studiously 
distinguishes his Majesty’s Government from that of the 
Court of Directors; uniformly treating the latter with disre¬ 
spect, and even with ridicule and contempt, In niy last con¬ 
versation with his Highness he plainly declared to me that he 
considered his Majesty to be his father, friend, ally, and pro¬ 
tector, but that the Court of Directors desired to “ obtain his 
eountry any how." 

The principles of tliis distinction are encouraged m his 
Highness's mind by the letters and embassies which have 
occasionally reached him from his Majesty through channels 
not only unconnected but avowedly at variance with the Bri¬ 
tish Government in India. All such letters and embassies 
have the most pernicious tendency to withdraw' the confidence 
and respect of the natives from the governments in India, 
and to fix their attention on his Majesty’s naval or military 
officers, or such persons (of whatever character) as may acci¬ 
dentally he the bearers of his letters. The frequent letters 
which his Highness the Nabob receives from ins Royal High¬ 
ness the Prince of Wales greatly aggravate the same evil; 
and it is with the utmost concern that I feel myself bound by 
my public duty to request that you will take an opportunity 
of representing to lus Royal Highness that his correspond¬ 
ence with the Nabob of the Carnatic has produced an effect 
entirely contrary to his Royal Highness s wishes, and has 
been highly injurious to the public service in India. 

Few, if any, of the Company’s servants at Madras sire now 
directly engaged in the intrigues ot his Highness s Durbar. 
The principal and most mischievous agents and counsellors 
of his Highness are to be found among persons who have 
been the bearers of letters to his Highness from England, 
and among the attorneys and low practitioners of the laiv, 
who notoriously conduct Ids Highness’s correspondence with 
the Government. Nor can I entertain any expectation that 
the newly established Judicature at Madras, under its present 
constitution, will in any degree assist the Government in re¬ 
pressing the intrigues and corruption of the Durbar. .My 
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experience during ray residence at Fort St George leads me 
to believe that the powers of the Court of tlie Recorder will 
prove entirely inadequate to the detection and punishment of 
the usurious and corrupt practices which that Court was in¬ 
tended to repress* while the establishment of such a Court 
will tend to confirm the audacity of the tribe of pettyfoggers 
which now infests the Carnatic, and governs the Nabob's 
Durbar, I confess that I cannot concur with you in ascribing 
the purity of the service in Bengal to the influence of the 
Supreme. Court of Judicature at Calcutta, The most corrupt 
period in the history of Bengal, or perhaps in that of any of 
our foreign establishments* ia to be dated from the institu¬ 
tion of the Supreme Court to the arrival of Lord Cornwallis* 
a period of time, during a considerable portion of which that 
Court exercised its powers to their utmost possible extent. 
The purity of Lord Cornwallis's personal example, and the 
integrity and wisdom of his institutions, the increase of the 
regular and avowed public allowances* the separation of the 
legislative, judicial* and executive powers of the Government* 
and the consequent subjection of the Government itself to 
the controul of its own Laws, were the real foundations of the 
reform at this Presidency, This constitution was the source, 
and its operation has been the security, of that reform; nei¬ 
ther the design nor the execution of the amended system of 
administration in Bengal was in any degree aided by the 
co-operation, influence, or example of the Supreme Court, 
During the administrations of Lard Cornwallis, and of Lord 
Teigpmouth, the Supreme Court teemed with abuses of every 
description, and would have afforded a much titter subject 
than an instrument of reform. Respectable and honourable 
as the person is who now presides in that Court, and eminent 
as bis public services have been in the detection and remedy 
of the abuses abetted by his predecessors, I cannot discover 
in what manner the influence or authority of the Supreme 
Court now operate to preserve the purity of the service of 
Government. 

The public servants look exclusively to the person in whose 
bands the Government resides, and to the practical result oi 
that constitution which he is bound to administer. Under 
that constitution he possesses ample powers of reward and 
punishment; and the due exercise of those powers consti- 





tutes the vital principle of the public service, and the sole 
spring from which the purity or corruption of the subordi¬ 
nate officers must ever flow, The responsibility of the Go¬ 
vernor-General in Council to the Government at home, and 
the conspicuous station in which he is placed, sufficiently 
secure the due exercise of his arduous functions. 

The Supreme Court possesses no power of rewarding the 
public servants, and with respect to their punishment, it can 
never proceed vigorously or efficaciously without the co-ope¬ 
ration of Government; evm with that co-operation, the 
powers of the Supreme Court must be limited by the difficul¬ 
ties of obtaining legal proof of malversation ; and even where 
such proofs can be obtained, the species of punishment which 
the Supreme Court can inflict can neither be so speedy nor so 
formidable to the public servants as the powers of suspension 
and subsequent prosecution at home vested in the Govern¬ 
ment, Whenever punishment in the form of public prose¬ 
cution may become requisite, I am convinced that it would he 
much more effectually inflicted, if the prosecution were always 
to be instituted in England. With regard to petty cases of 
abuse every useful purpose would be answered by a tribunal, 
independent of thi. Government, but placed towards it in the 
relation of a mere interpreter of the laws of England, modi¬ 
fied by such as may be enacted by the Governor-General in 
Council, 

The supposed controul of the Supreme Court over the 
person of the Governor-General never can be exercised with¬ 
out occasioning n convulsion in the Government; it is, there¬ 
fore, either useless, or dangerous, and every trace of it ought 
to be abolished* The extreme cases in which the crimes of 
the Governor-Genera I may require the controul of a superior 
authority, cannot be provided against m India without the 
application of a remedy infinitely more perilous than the sup¬ 
posed 6vil; the existence of which is scarcely within the 
verge of possibility. The remedy of such cases should be 
left on the same ground as it stands on in Ireland with rela¬ 
tion to the possible personal crimes of the chief Governor 
exercising the sovereign executive power. No power in India 
should appear to be co-ordinate with the Government, ami 
still less to rival or to control it* 
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I shall hereafter address you more in detail on the present 
constitution of the Supreme Court of Judicature, (particularly 
on such parts of it as have proved practical impediments to 
the exercise of the control of this government over its own 
native officers, civil and military and native subjects, (but it 
would have been uncandid in me to pass without notice a 
passage in your correspondence, relating to so important a 
subject; in which I have the misfortune not to concur in your 
opinion* 

T cannot conclude this subject without adding my cordial 
testimony in favour of the moderation, diseretion and propriety 
with which the present Court (under the direction of Sir John 
Anstruther) has uniformly exercised it powers, not only with* 
out a sympton of jealousy, but with every possible attention 
to the dignity, vigour and efficacy of the government; but a 
power radically dangerous ought not to lind protection in 
the temporary forbearance of those hands in which it is 
vested, 

The duty of communicating to you without reserve, my 
sentiments on the subject of the utility of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, has led me to digress from the actualstate of 
the Carnatic* 

I am thoroughly convinced, that no effectual remedy can 
ever he applied to the evils which afflict that country, without 
obtaining from the Nabob powers at least as extensive as 
those vested in the Company by the late treaty of Tan j ore* 
At the death of the present Nabob, such a treaty might 
easily be obtained from his successor, (if after that event it 
should he thought advisable to admit any nominal sovereign 
of the Carnatic, excepting the Company*) A young man re¬ 
sides at Chepau-k, who is treated by the Nabob as his High¬ 
ness s son* This young man is certainly the son of a dancing 
woman, who was received for some time in his Highness’s 
house; and the Nabob declares himself to be the father. 
Numerous legitimate descendants of Wallajah are in exist¬ 
ence* The whole question of the succession will therefore be 
completely open to the decision of the Company, upon the 
decease of the present Nabob. The inclination of my opinion 
is, that the most advisable settlement would be, to place 
Orndut ul Omra’s supposed son on the Musmrd, under a 
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iy simitar to that which was lately concluded with the 
Rajah of Tanjore, it will however, be expedient that you 
should immediately consider whether it might not he a more 
effectual arrangement to pro vide liberally for every branch of 
the descendants of Wallajah and Omdut ul Omni, and to 
vest even the nominal sovereignty of the Carnatic in the 
Company. 

On this subject l request your immediate instructions; 
which you will frame with reference to the following most im¬ 
portant and interesting considerations. 

During the whole course of the late war with TippOo Sut- 


taun, the conduct of all the Nabob’s officers without exception, 
amounted nearly to positive hostility in every part of his 
territories through which the British army, or f hat of the 
Nizam marched, or even in which supplies were ordered to 
be procured or collected for their use* When complaints 
were stated to his Highness ho promised redress, but never 
afforded it in any instance* 

I was compelled to seize the persons of some of his princi¬ 
pal officers, and to bring them down to Fort St- George, 
from districts in which our force was not sufficiently consider¬ 


able to furnish an effectual check *o their treasonable prac¬ 
tices* In all districts so circumstanced his Highness’s officers 
did not scruple to proceed to open violence for the purpose 


of obstructing our supplies* 

During this arduous crisis, his Highness frequently endea¬ 
voured to anticipate my complaints by alleging pretended 
grievances to justify the conduct of his officers, but upon 
examination his Highness s complaints uniformly appeared to 
be utterly devoid of foundation* 

At the most critical period of our military preparations, 
when every European and native at Madras, emulated each 
Other in aiding the public service by loan and contribu¬ 
tion, his Highness could not he induced to advance, even on 
account of his acknowledged debts, any assistance to the 
public treasury* He indeed, with much reluctance, under 
the apprehension of a cessation of all friendly intercourse 
between him and me, engaged to advance a sum on account 
of his new cavalry debt; but after the most solemn protesta¬ 
tions of punctuality, he broke his faith with every circum¬ 
stance of infamy and dishonour, at a moment when this viola- 
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ion of hte engagements might have proved fatal to the 
progress of the army; if I had suffered myself to be so far 
the dupe of Ins repeated assurances, as to have relied in any 
degree on their performance for any pecuniary supply of the 
troops in the field* 

During the whole of this period, I have every reason to he 
confident that his Highness possessed the ready means of 
satisfying a much more considerable demand* than I had 
deemed it expedient to make upon him. 

It was perfectly evident, during the progress of our success, 
that his Highness derived no satisfaction from the triumph 
of our arms ; and it is remarkable that he never appeared in 
public at the*celebration of any of the rejoicings occasioned 
by the glorious termination of the war. 

Whatever suspicions of his Highness’* personal disaffection 
to the British Government might have been warranted by 
all these combined circuinstances* l was rather disposed to 
attribute them to the weakness of his government* or to the 
corruption and intrigues of his advisers than to any spirit of 
positive treachery in his own disposition; but the records of 
the late Tippoo Sultann, which fell into our hands after the 
capture of Seringapatam, have furnished me with the most 
authentic and indisputable evidence that a secret correspon¬ 
dence of a nature the most hostile to the British power, was 
opened with Tippoo Sultmin by the late Nabob Wallajah 
towards the close of his life* through the agency of Omdut 
ul Omra the present Nabob. 

Omdut ul Omra appears to have been extremely zealous 
nnd forward in the conduct of this secret intercourse during 
the life of his father, and no question can he entertained that 
the late Nabob, as a principal* and Omdut ul Omra as an 
agent, were guilty of a flagrant violation of the treaty of 
1792; as well as of the fundamental principle of their connec¬ 
tion with the Company. Omdut ul Omra was a party to the 
treaty of 179^, and on that circumstance founds all his present 
rights. Sufficient proof appears that Omdut ul Omra, after 
his accession, manifested a disposition to maintain the corres¬ 
pondence commenced by his father through him; and I enter¬ 
tain no doubt that his objects in that correspondence were of 
the same hostile and treacherous character, as they had been 
previous to the death of his father. The proof arising from 





Sivmten documents of his overt acts of hostility since his ac¬ 
cession, is not 30 full and distinct m that which relates to his 
former agency. But this defect may be supplied by oral 
testimony, as ah the necessary witnesses are alive and in our 
bands* 

No doubt exists in my mind, that the British Government 
would now be completely justified, in depriving the Nabob of 
all power over his country, and reducing him to the state of 
a mere pensioner* 

The only questions which remain for decision are the time 
of carrying this measure into execution, and the amount of 
the provision to be made for the Nabob, for his descendants, 
and for those of Wallajah. As soon as you shall have re¬ 
ceived this letter, I request you to despatch an express to me 
with your opinion, although mine is so decided, that I shall 
not wait for the communication of yours, if the season should 
appear to me to be favourable for the great measure which 
is now- become indispensable on every principle of justice 
and policy. 

Tanjore/—W ith respect to Tanjore, the treat) which I 
framed previous to my departure from Fort St, George, and 
which has since been carried into effect by Lord Clive, will, 
I trust, place the administration of the affairs of that country 
on an improved foundation. The difficulties which I encoun¬ 
tered in obtaining a correct and consistent account of Tanjore, 
are scarcely to be described or imagined. 

After a most tedious enquiry, I brought the several con¬ 
tending parties to a fair discussion (or rather to a bit ter con¬ 
test) in my presence; and after an argument which lasted three 
or four days, I proceeded to review the whole case in a regular 
manner, adverting to every fact and argument or* both sides of 
the question. At length the contending parties unanimously 
concurred in the expediency and justice of the treaty, in the 
form in which it has been concluded. 

A question will arise with respect to the unregistered debt 
of the late Rajah of Tanjore. I am inclined to believe that 
some branches of that debt, as well as that of the unconsoli¬ 
dated debt of the Nabob of the Carnatic, are at least as well 
entitled to consideration as any part of the debt sanctioned 
by parliament. The subject merits your attention. I shall 
not feel myself at liberty to act upon it without orders from 
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ome ; but I am satisfied that you will find some eases of 
great hardship among many rather deserving prosecution 
than payment 

Circa us,—The Northern Circars, according to the report 
of the Board of Revenue at Fort St* George, are now in a 
state to receive the same principles of government, with some 
local modifieutions t which have been applied to Bengal The 
new settlement now about to be introduced upon the coast, 
will therefore include that vast tract of country* It may be 
convenient to observe to you in this place that my determina¬ 
tion to render the new settlement of the land revenue on the 
coast perpetual, without previous reference to the Court of 
Directors was founded on intelligence from Mr* Cockburne 
that the terror of such a reference would render all settle¬ 
ment impracticable, and above all would entirely frustrate the 
sale of the Havel ly Lands* 

Malabar* — T 'he condition of the coast of Malabar, has 
been so entirely changed by the conquest of Mysore, that the 
principles stated in your despatches to the Government of 
Bombay, and in General Stuart’s letters to you, are no longer 
applicable to the actual circumstances of that district* The 
conquest of Mysore will, I trust, enable us to settle Malabar 
and Carrara on a systematic and durable plan of government. 
The subject is now under my consideration* One principle 
however. I am persuaded will appear as evident and in con¬ 
trovertible to your mind as it does to mine; that whatever 
may be our ultimate determination with respect to the power 


of the several Rajahs, it must appear to flow from the gene¬ 
rosity, justice and power of the British Government; and not 
to be derived from a timid submission to the refractory spirit 
of any rebellious tributary* 

Communication with England*—I f the war with France 
should be protracted, and Buonaparte continue at the 
head of affairs, I am persuaded that some attempt will be 
made by France against our Indian empire* A regular 
monthly despatch overland from London to India will, in that 
event, be of the utmost importance* Indeed, under any cir¬ 
cumstances, a speedy and certain communication between 
England and India, appears to me to he an object in which 
the interests of both countries are deeply involved* My opi¬ 
nion is that, in addition to the despatch overland, monthly 


wOfijr* 
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packets should be established to sail regularly both from 
Europe and India, They might carry small cargoes and 
passengers, which, with the profits of postage on letters, 
would move than defray their expellee. 

In reviewing your correspondence, I have not thought it 
necessary to return any particular replies to your several 
letter -* of recommendation* The receipt of them is noted in 
the annexed memorandum. Being in possession of your prin¬ 
ciples with respect to recommendations, I do not think any 
further explanation necessary, 

I remain, my dear Sir, &e- 

MoRNiNGTGN* 


No, LXX* 

The Ettti if Momingtm to ibe Mght jlonournhh Lord dire, 

M v Lord, Fort Sc, George, March 26tU, I £00. 

Having at present under my consideration the state of our 
relations with the Nabob Omdut ul Omni, and the whole 
tenour of his conduct towards the British Government, 1 
shall soon be prepared to communicate to your Lordship the 
final result of my determination on these important subjects. 
In the mean while, the possibility of the sudden contingency 
of his HighnessV death, renders it expedient that I should 
state to your Lordship, in an official form, the opinions and 
directions which I communicated to you verbally during my 
residence at Fort St. George, for your Lordship's guidance 
in the event of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra’s death* 

Although the treaty of 1792 was concluded in the name 
and on behalf of the Nabob Wallajah, and of Mb successor^ 
no obligation of that treaty binds the Company to place, or 
to support, on the Musnud, any individual of the family (even 
if any should be nominated by the reigning Nabob) whose 
pretensions to the succession may be actually disputed, or 
may appear questionable. 

Various rumours exist relative to the birth of the person 
of whom the Nabob Omdut ul Omra declares himself to be 
the father- It is, however, certain that the mother of this 
young man is of low origin ; and that she was never married 
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"to the Nabob, It i$ reasonable to believe, that the fluccesr 
sion of this young man would be felt as an injury to the 
rights of the late Ameer's son, by all who might think favour¬ 
ably of the latter's title : and all such persons would undoubt¬ 
edly use every practicable effort to defeat such u succession- 

Under these circumstances, neither party could claim our 
support under the existing treaties: and in determining to 
whom that support shall he granted, we are at liberty to con¬ 
sider the security of the British interests in the Carnatic, the 
general prosperity of the country, and the happiness of its 
inhabitants, as the primary objects of our right and duty. 

On this principle, it is manifest, that, from the candidate 
whom we may resolve to raise to the Musnud, we may justly 
require the most ample pledges for the effectual remedy of 
the various evils which now afflict the Carnatic, 

For this purpose, the successor of Omdufc ul Omra must 
be required to surrender to the Company, in the most abso¬ 
lute manner, the civil and military administration of the Car¬ 
natic ; not retaining possession of a single fortress, nor main¬ 
taining any armed force, under any pretext whatever. No 
other arrangement would be adequate to the attainment of 
the indispensable objects which have been stated. 

The general principles of the late treaty with the Rajah 
of Tanjore may be made the model of the agreement to be 
concluded with the successor of Onulut ul Omra- Such mo¬ 
difications of that treaty, as may be rendered necessary by a 
variation of circumstances, will readily suggest themselves to 
your Lordship's mind. The article relative to forts and mili¬ 
tary establishments, noticed in the preceding paragraph, will 
admit of no modification. The amount of the provision to 
be made for the support of the succeeding Nabob, and of 
the other branches of the family of the late Wallajah, should 
be regulated with reference to the numbers and rank of the 
persons to be maintained, and on a scale of reasonable libe¬ 
rality. 

Although the elevation of the supposed son of Omdut ul 
Omra to the Musnud would probably be disagreeable to the 
principal Mussulmans in the Carnatic, I am of opinion that 
he might be rendered a better instrument for the accomplish¬ 
ment of the salutary ends proposed, than the son of the late 
Ameer could be expected to prove. Whenever, therefore. 
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the death of the present Nabob may take place* your Lord- 
ship will place the young naan, who passes for his Highness s 
son* on the vacant Musnud, previously requiring his consent 
to the conditions generally described in this despatch; unless 
any objection to this disposition should occur to your Lord¬ 
ships mind; in which event, your Lordship will be so good 
as to state your objections to me immediately alter the receipt 
of this letter. 

If the Nabob's supposed son should refuse or delay to 
subscribe to those conditions within twenty-four hours from 
the present Nabob’s death, you will then give the son ot the 
late Ameer the option of tbe succession on the same terms. 
If he also should Teject the necessary conditions, your Lord¬ 
ship will immediately proceed io establish the Company's au¬ 
thority in the com pie test manner throughout the Carnatic ; 
and yoU will .suspend ah further negotiation on the subject oi 
the succession until the receipt of instructions from the Go¬ 
vernor-General in Council* 

I am not aware that the Ameer has left more than one son* 
In the event of his male offspring being more numerous* your 
Lord&hip will consider these directions as applicable only to 
his eldest son; and you wiE not treat with any younger 
brunch of his family. 

Your Lordship will hear in mind the expediency oi making 
a reasonable provision, in any of the cases sup posed* for the 
Nabob’s family, and for all natives of distinction' and charac¬ 
ter, as well aa for indigent families* at present dependent on 
the service or bounty of the Nabob ot the Carnatic. Any 
arrangements which may be necessary for this purpose should 
tale place, if possible, in the same instant with the establish¬ 
ment of the Company’s authority throughout the country. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

Morninoton* 


am SIDNEY smith* To 

No. LXXL 

ey Smith to the Earl of Mvrmngtm* 

Tigre oflWkxandria, April 6th, ISfKl. 
My L OB D, [Recei ved 2 1st of June*] 

It h my duty to give your Lordship the earliest information 
that hostilities recommenced between the French and Otto¬ 
man armies in Egypt on the 20th ultimo* as it is probable the 
knowledge of this event will decide your Lordship to conti¬ 
nue in the execution of any plan of co-operation you might 
have formed towards driving this French army out of Egypt 
by force* that mode seeming to be the only one practicable 
under the change of circumstances which has taken place 
since the signature of the convention for the evacuation. This 
change has been occasioned by the notification made by Lord 
Keith, Comtnander-in-Chief of his Majesty's ships in the 
Mediterranean, to General Klehcr of the only conditions 
under which the return of the French army to France would 
be allowed, and which the veteran troops composing it re¬ 
fused to listen to* General Kleber readily acquiesced to my 
proposition, to open new conferences on the subject, and let 
things remain in suspense till the answer to my despatches 
notifying the convention should come from London. The 
Grand Vizier was very liberal on the subject, as General 
Kleber informs me, in his letter, acquiescing to mv propor¬ 
tion for a conference, and as appears from bis Highness’s 
letter to me, hut the impatience of the Turkish troops to 
enter Cairo, from which they were only five miles distant, 
occasioned the rejection of the French General’s demand of 
a delay in the evacuation of the citadel, proportionate to the 
interval of time there might be previous to the arrival of the 
consent of the British Government to the free passage of the 
French army as settled by the convention. General Kleber, 
inconsequence, notified his intention to renew hostilities, and 
attacked the Vizier’s advanced posts on the morning of the 
20th ultimo, The circumstances and result of this battle, si 
it can he so called 3 are detailed in a letter sent by Mr. Movier 
open through me to your Lordship. I retarded the evil day 
as long as I could by negotiation, and the conclusion of a 
treaty of evacuation in the only possible way in which it could 
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*Ut. The lamentations of the malcontents of 
the French army t (forming the evacuation party), or their rea¬ 
soning in opposition to the colonist party* not being to be 
considered as any proof of their inability to hold out against 
us; in fact, the inefficiency of the Turkish force is so much 
more absolute, that I ain apprehensive of the coil sequences of 
this defeat placing things in a much worse position than they 
were at the beginning of the campaign. The Grand Vizier 
cannot be said to have an army with him at present* andfie 
only chance there is of preventing the total annihilation of 
his remaining force is, the desperation to which a portion of 
his forces may be driven from apprehension of re-crossing the 
desert, which may induce them to make a stand among the 
last villages on the edge of the cultivated country near Bet¬ 
hels* the dislodging them from which will be no easy matter, 
considering the Turkish mode of lighting* This is but a 
slender hope, but 1 am endeavouring, all in my power, to 
realize it by sending a supply of powder to the Vizier, and 
by such other co-operation as my very limited means enables 
me to employ on the coast. I expect the theatre of naval 
war will be transferred hither by the natural propensity oi 
Buonaparte to support his favourite ff colony/ 1 and bis desire 
to prove to this army that be has not deserted them entirely. 
Twenty-two ships of the hue were ready for sea at Brest the 
latter end of December. The combined fleet will amount to 
48, and from the circumstances of the preparations making 
at Carthagena for the reception of a fleet, it is conjectured 
that their destination is the Mediterranean. This circum¬ 
stance may be an additional inducement to your Lordship to 
turn your attention this way, and to employ a little of that 
energy and prowess which has so well established our mili¬ 
tary reputation in India towards changing the contempt in 
which the French hold our army, into that respect they affect 
to give exclusively to our nary, but which opportunity will 
ever (as it has done in the Mysore) prove to be equally due 
to both. 

] have the honour to be, 
with the utmost respect, my Lord, 

Your Lord ship’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

W, Sidney Smith, 
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The E\tri of Mormnglon to the Right Honourable Lord dh‘£ 

Mr UclilD, Fort William, April fdjU 18UQ. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies, in 
Persian, of various extracts from letters and other papers 
found in the Palace of Seringapatarn* The Persian docu¬ 
ments are accompanied by translations in English j and the 
Persian copies, as well as the translations, are attested by 
the Persian translator of this Government, whose report to 
me on the contents of these important papers, and of the 
otiler documents which accompany this letter, is annexed to 
this despatch/* 

The embarrassments opposed by the Nabob Omdut ul 
Omxa's officers to the collection and movement of our sup¬ 
plies, during the last war with Tippoo Sultaun, repeatedly 
culled for my interposition during my residence at Fort St* 
George, and induced considerable doubts in my mind of hht 
Highnesses fidelity to the fundamental principle of his engage¬ 
ments with the Company* In the last council which I had 
the honour to hold at Fort St, George, previous to my depar¬ 
ture from that Presidency, your Lordship may recollect that 
1 stated my suspicions, that both the Nabobs Walhjah and 
Omdut ul Gmra, had been engaged in a secret correspond¬ 
ence with Tippoo Sultmin since the peace of 1798, Those 
suspicions were founded on a cursory view of one of the 
documents composing the series of papers now transmitted to 
your Lordship* The subject has since engaged my most 
serious attention. Several of the most important of these 
papers have recently reached my hands, and a deliberate 
consideration of the evidence resulting from the whole of 
these documents has not only confirmed, bi the most unques¬ 
tionable manner, my suspicions of the existence of a secret 
correspondence between the personages already named, hut 
satisfied my judgment that its objects, on the part of the 


* These documents are voluminous ; they completely convict the 
Nabob Omdut ul Oum, and his father the late Nabob vVnllnjah, of a 
breach of the alliance miliaisting between them fsnd the Company; and of 
forming an Ultimate connection with Tippoo Suit aim, directly adverse to 
the British interests in India,—[ Bn*] 
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Nabobs Walajah and Omdut ul Omra, and especially of the 
latter, was of the most hostile tendency to the British interests 
The report of the Persian translator* on the nature of these 
papers is drawn with so much ability, and so accurately 
detailed, that I do not judge il necessary, at present, to enter 
into a more particular comment upon them* I shall hereafter, 
however, review the whole subject* The object of the pr*> 
sent letter is solely to convey to your Lordship my instructions 
with regard to the measures necessary to effect a more full 
discovery of all the circumstances of this extraoidinniy 
transaction, as well as to secure the British interests in the 
Carnatic against any possible consequences to be apprehended 
from the disaffection of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, during 
the interval of the requisite enquiry into his conduct* 

The proof* arising from the papers would certainly bo 
sufficient to justify the British Government in depriving that 
faithless and ungrateful prince of all means ol rendering any 
part of the resources of the territories which he holds under 
the protection of the Company, subservient to the further 
violation of his engagements, and to the prosecution of his 
desperate purposes of treachery and ingratitude* But it will 
be more consistent with the character of the British Govern¬ 
ment to regulate its proceedings by a regard to its own 
dignity and systematic moderation, than by the standard of 
his Highness’s crimes* It is, therefore, my intention to pro¬ 
ceed to a deliberate enquiry, founded on such further written 
documents as we may be able to obtain at Seringapatam, as 
well as on the oral testimony of the principal persons con¬ 
cerned in this correspondence. This enquiry must be con¬ 
cluded previous to the adoption of those arrangements which* 
I am persuaded, must be the ultimate consequence of a just 
investigation of this transaction. 

With these sentiments, I request your Lordship to lose no 
time after the receipt of this despatch, in examining the 
several witnesses, of whom a list is annexed, and in directing 
Lieutenant-Colonel Close to make such further enquiries as 
he can prosecute, and to furnish your Lordship with such 
written and oral testimony as he may he enabled to obtain 
at Smngapatam. 




See Appendix 





I have annexed to this despatch a memorandum, which 
may serve to assist your Lordship in the conduct of the* 
intended enquiry. I refer you to that paper, a s containing a 
summary view of my ideas with regard to the mode of regu¬ 
lating the examination of the several witnesses. I cannot* 
however* relinquish this part pf the subject without recom¬ 
mending to your Lordship’s moeJt serious attention the neces¬ 
sity of enquiring with the utmost degree of accuracy into the 
conduct of the Nabob Omdul ui Oinra, subsequent to the 
date of the letter N, received at Seringapatam on the Sfh of 
January, 1797 ; and to trace his correspondence with Tippoo 
Sultaun, down to the period of our preparations for the last 
war, throughout the season of these preparations, and 
through out the campaign which ensued* 

i am persuaded that your Lordship, and all the public 
officers employed under your orders in the conduct of this 
examination! will advert to the great importance of observing 
the strictest secrecy until the period of its final dose, and of 
the arrival of my instructions* founded ori your Lordships 
report to me of the evidence collected by you. 

1 request you to forward the result of vour enquiries to me 
by an express vessel (to be engaged immediately for this pur¬ 
pose), and in duplicate over land, in order that my ultimate 
instructions may be transmitted to you with the least possible 
delay* 

The result of the enquiry directed by this despatch will 
probably render it my duty to deprive the Nabob Onuhit ul 
Omra of the civil and military government of the Carnatic, 
under such modifications and regulations as may be deemed 
expedient to secure the safety of our interests in that valuable 
possession* with the least practicable degree of pressure on 
his Highness's feelings. If this despatch had contained a 
positive instruction to your Lordship to assume the Govern¬ 
ment of the Carnatic without delay, I apprehend that the 
necessary preparations for carrying that measure into effect 
must have occupied a more considerable space of time than 
will now ho required for the proposed enquiry, and for the 
communication of my judgment upon it* although it h my 
wish to delay the actual assumption of his Highness's 
Government until that enquiry shall be completed, I deem it 
necessary to authorise your Lordship to proceed immediately 
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to make every arrangement preparatory to that measure, 
which now appears to me to have become inevitable. In 
addition to these powers, my confidence in your Lordship’s 
discretion, and my sense of the extreme peril to which the 
disaffection of the Nabob Omdut ui Omni may eventually 
expose the Carnatic, induce pm to furnish your Lordship 
with a general authority of assuming liis Highness s civil and 
military government, and of taking any such further steps as 
the exigency of the circumstances on the spot may appear to 
your Lordship to require. In such a posture of affairs, it is 
impossible to frame any rule from which the pressure of the 
moment might not demand, a departure. I shall, therefore, 
content myself with apprising your Lordship of myj anxious 
desire to avoid the extremity of assuming the government of 
the Carnatic previous to the completion of the enquiry, and 
to the arrival of my final instructions after the result of that 
enquiry shall have been communicated to me. I cannot fore¬ 
see any event of less importance than the strong probability 
of an hostile invasion, or of internal commotion, either in the 
Carnatic or in Mysore, which could render it necessary *or- 
your Lordship to assume the country without previous refer¬ 
ence to me. You will, however, understand the intention of 
this despatch to be, to give you a discretionary power of 
acting according to your deliberate view of the necessity of 


the case before you. 

Your Lordship will concur with me in opinion, that the 
disclosure made by the annexed documents, of the disaffection 
of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, supersedes the necessity of 
any further consideration of the state of the Company s con¬ 
nect km with that prince, under the orders lately conveyed by 
the Honourable Court of Directors to your Lordship in 
council. White those orders were under my consideration, 
a combination of fortunate circumstances revealed that corres¬ 
pondence, which at once furnishes an explanation of the 
perverse spirit of his Highness’s councils, since his accession 
to the Musimd, and demands the application of the sole 
effectual remedy for the evils which those councils have 
brought upon his people. 

Although the accompanying, as well as the present instruc¬ 
tions, to your Lordship, have been read and approved in the 
Secret Department, by the Governor-General in council, at 


vol. n. 
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'ort William, I have deemed it expedient to transmit this 
despatch to your Lordship, in the present form, instead of 
addressing it to your Lordship in council 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, &c, 

Moiinington. 


No, LXXIII. 

77*0 Earl of Morning ton to the Right. Hon , Lord Clit'o, 

My Lord, Fort William, lOtk April, IrtQfX 

I have the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s information 
an extract of a letter from the Resident at Hyderabad, com¬ 
municating to me a proposition made by Azim ul Omra, for 
granting to the Company an assignment of certain districts, 
belonging to his Highness- the Nizam, as a fund for the pay¬ 
ment of the regiment of cavalry recently added to the subsidiary 
force stationed in liis Highness’s dominions. 

The principle of this proposal is perfectly conformable to 
my wishes; but the local position of the particular districts 
offered by Azim ul Oinnt, would render the management of 
them extremely inconvenient, if not absolutely impracticable, 
to the Company’s servants. The proposal, therefore, cannot 
be accepted in its present form. 

The Resident at Hyderabad, however, thinking it probable 
that Azim ul Omra might be induced to assign to us, for the 
purpose stated, districts more convenient in point of situation, 
I have directed the Resident to consult your Lordship’s 
opinion with respect to this point; and I have authorized him 
to treat with the minister for the assignment of such districts 
as shall be approved by your Lordship, stipulating, however, 
that the management of the same shall be exclusively and 
absolutely vested in the Company, without reserving any 
power of interference for his Highness the Nizam’s govern¬ 
ment. 

It may be proper to apprize your Lordship* that I shall be 
well satisfied to commute the whole amount of the subsidy 
payable by his Highness the Nizam, for an equivalent assign¬ 
ment of territory contiguous to the Carnatic; and I shall be 
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glati to receive your Lordship 1 ® sentiments with regard to the 
districts winch it would he most expedient to deni find > m 
the case supposed, as well with a view to considerations of 
military advantage, as to those of revenue. 

I have the honour to bo, &e. 

MoitS 1NGTON. 


No. LXX1V. 

Tht Earl of Movnvxffton to the Hon, Jonathan Dunwtn. 

gj K) Fort William, April 16th, 1M0. 

Previous to your departure front Bombay for the settlement 
of the affairs of Surat, under my instructions in council of the 
10th March last, it appears to me of essential importance, 
that I should express to you my sentiments with regard to 
the powers of government which the public interests require 
you to exercise during your absence from the Presidency of 

Bombay, _ , 

It must be presumed that the Legislature of Great Britain 
had foreseen that public affairs might irequently demand tht. 
presence of the governors of Fort St. George and Bombay, 
in parts of the territories immediately subject to those respec¬ 
tive Presidencies, but remote from the ordinary seat of 
government. 

No special provision, however, lias been made by law, lor 
the administration of the government in the absence of the 
Governor on such occasions, although ample provision has 
been made for the case of the Governor-General proceeding 
to Fort St, George or Bombay. It may be inferred, there¬ 
fore, to have been the intention of the Legislature, that, 
whenever the public interest might require the presence of 
the Governors of Fort St, George or Bombay, at any places 
within the limits of their governments, but remote from the 
established seat of Government, the Governors should exer¬ 
cise all the powers vested in them by law when in Council at 
the Presidency, as far as circumstances might admit. 

Supposing the Legislature not to have adverted to Hie 
case in question, it cannot be imagined to have been their 
intention, that the Governors of those Presidencies shoulu 




not quit the seat of their respective governments whenever the 
public interests might demand their presence in some distant 
part of the territories immediately subject to their authority * 

Until some legislative provisions shall have been made lor 
the ease of the temporary absence of the Governors of the 
different presidencies within the limits of their respective 
governments* I have no hesitation in declaring it to he 1 toy 
opinion* that it is consistent with the spirit of the law* as well 
as essential to the public interests, that the Governors respec¬ 
tively should, on such occasions, exercise the same powers as 
when in council at the Presidency, as ffcir as circumstances 
may admit. 

While the Governors of Fort St* George or Bombay remain 
within the limits of their governments, it is evident that the 
members of the respective councils possess no powers distinct 
from the Governor, and that they are incompetent to perform 
any act of government otherwise than in his presence, and 
even otherwise than with hie assent in every eas>e excepting 
judicial proceedings, and those particularly specified in the 
Act of Parliament. 

If, therefore, the necessity of the occasional absence of the 
Governor from the Presidency be admitted, either the general 
administration of the affairs of the Government must be 
suspended during Iris absence, or he must exercise, under his 
separate responsibility, to the extent which circumstances 
may require, all the powers which are vested in him by law 
when in council at the Presidency, afterwards recording his 
acts in council. 

The legal inconctpetcncy of the council to exercise any 
portion of the public authority independently of the Governor, 
is not more evident than the expediency of limiting the exer¬ 
cise of the powers of government, in the case under consi¬ 
deration, to the Governor’s hands, and of precluding the 
members of council, in the absence of the Governor* from 
exercising any such independent authority. The Governor, 
by law, under all circumstances, is responsible for the admi¬ 
nistration of the affairs of the Government, He is not only 
authorized, but bound to act on his separate opinion distinct 
from that of the council in ail cases of deliberate difference 
on subjects of importance* A deference to the opinions of 
the members of council, or an inclination to conciliate their 



cooperation in the general system of the government, will not 
justify the Governor in any departure from Ills own consci¬ 
entious judgment in any matter affecting the public interests; 
for the letter and spirit of tlm law have rendered it not only 
hie right, but his duty to act on his own separate judgment, 
wherever, in cases of magnitude, it shall he clearly and deci¬ 
sively different from that of the council, li the Governor 
.should submit his opinion to that of the council, he alone is, 
and ought to be, responsible for the consequences of any act 
done under such circumstances. The power of acting sepa¬ 
rately is an active trust in the hands of the Governor, and he 
must be responsible, not only for its abusive exercise, hut for 
suffering it to lie dormant whenever the public service requires 
it to be called forth, A% long as this responsibility attaches 
to the Governor, he ought to retain all the powers necessary 
to the discharge of his duties. W ere these powers to devolve 
to the council during the absence of the Governor, in the case 
supposed, it is evident that they might be employed during 
that period, to the subversion of the general system of mea¬ 
sures which the Governor might have established. 

It is, therefore, my opinion, that during your residence at 
Surat, no measure of importance should be taken by the 
members of council at Bombay without your previous sanc¬ 
tion, where the case may be such as to admit of the delay of a 
reference to you 5 and that all appointments to offices should 
proceed directly from yourself in the same manner as if you 
were present at the seat of government 

I also recommend that you direct copies of all the papers 
of importance to he forwarded to you by the most expeditious 
conveyance, and that you issue such orders on the subject 
of them, as you may think proper, under your own separate 
responsibility. 

The members of the council may conduct the ordinary 
details of government during your absence, and their acts, as 
well as your own, may be regularly recorded in council on 
your return to the Presidency. 

It is almost superfluous to add, that these suggestions are 
founded entirely on general principles. 1 entertain the high¬ 
est opinion of the zeal and integrity of the members of your 
council, and I am confident, that, oh all occasions, they will 
manifest the greatest readiness to promote the public interests* 
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and to maintain the honour, efficiency, and vigour of your 
government. But it is my duty to furnish you with a perma¬ 
nent rule for the guidance of your conduct, applicable to all 
future times and contingencies; I have, therefore, stated the 
principles of the constitution of your Government, without 
reference to the personal characters of the members of your 
present council* 

I have the honour to be, 

Morning ton . 


No, LXXV. 

Extract of a Letter f'om the Earl of Mornington, So the Right Hon. 

Hen ry Dumks. 

29th April, 1800. 

I understand that if the reserved part of the prize taken 
at Seriiigapataruji consisting of stores and ordnance, should 
come into the possession of the Company, it is their intention 
to grant the whole to the army, reserving a hundred thousand 
pounds to he hereafter granted to me/* I am satisfied, that 


* h'Mmci of a Letter from Mr, Dioufos to the Earl of Morning'son, dated 
Wimbledon, 4th November, 1799 . 

If the booty taken M freriugapatam, had amounted to a sum ho lurge, as 
to render it improper to give it to the army, or if you had not prom bed it 
to them, iny intention ivus it should be burtheued with a large aim* to be 
granted by His Majesty at your disposal It would appear however* by 
your last private letter to me of the 7th June, that the amount of that 
booty was no more than what you had thought it right to promise to the 
army. 

In the despatch which goes out with this conveyance from the Secret 
Committee, respecting the booty to be given to the army, your Lordship 
will observe an order given to ascertain the value of the military stores 
captured at Semigapatam, and to report it to the Court of Directors for 
further instructions. It lias not been customary for the Court of Directors 
to pay for stores of that kind taken by their arms, and they will not be 
very willing even in this instance to commence the practice* They will 
hqw evtr be induced to do it, but it will be done under the reserve of one 
hundred thousand pounds, to be at their own disposal, and after what I 
have stated in this letter* your Lordship will easily fcfese why that reserve 
should be made. / have spoke on the subject to ike Chairman end Deputy 
and they enter warmly into mtj mggt'Ukns, In some shape or other, the 
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ijSon full reflection, you will perceive, that the acceptance of 
such a grant, would place me in a very humiliating situation 
with respect to the army* 

The army would feel, that I had been rewarded at their 
expence, and they would view the transaction with aggravated 
jealousy, and perhaps contempt of my character, when they 
recollected the effort which I made in the face of their pre¬ 
judices and popularity, to reserve these very stores, for the 
ostensible purpose of saving the rights of the crown. 

It would be said, that my view in the transaction had been 
personal and ungenerous, and I should lose all influence and 
consideration with the military branch of the service* But, 
independent of any question of my character, or of the dig¬ 
nity and vigour of my government, .1 should be miserable, if 
I could ever feel, that I had been enriched at the expellee of 
those, who must ever be the objects of my affection, ml mira¬ 
tion and gratitude, and who are justly entitle A to the exclusive 
enjoyment of all, that a munificent king, and an admiring 
country can bestow. 

If therefore the independence of my family were at stake 
(which thank God! it is not) ] never could consent to esta¬ 
blish it on an arrangement injurious to the conquerors of 
Mysore. Even the appearance of such an arrangement must 
affect ray character; and I therefore trust, that if my services 
should appear to merit a pecuniary reward from the Company, 
your friendship will be employed to direct their liberality 
through some channel wholly unconnected with the prize 
taken by the army. 


*8L 


idea must be earned into execution ; I certainly much prefer the waya T have 
hinted at, because in those ways, it will come in one *oin, whereas in any 
other mode it must be by instalments from the new acquired territories, 
which is more tedious and progressive in its effect, and on that account less 

valuabK 
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Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Morning-ton to Mr. PitL 

Fort William, 29th April, 1800. 

The fund from which it appears that this grant is to pro¬ 
ceed, will render it impossible for me to accept it* 

It seems to be intended to make the sum a charge on the 
military stores taken at Seringapatam. This arrangement 
will have the appearance* if not the substance of depriving the 
army of a part of their prise for the purpose of enriching me. 
I am convinced you will at once feel the invidious and degni- 
ding si tuation in which this would place me towards that most 
galhir.t army. If the real effect of this measure he actually 
to deprive the army of a sum which would otherwise he di¬ 
vided amongst them, I can never consent to be rewarded at 
their expence, but even the appearance of such an arrange¬ 
ment w ould absolutely preclude my acceptance of any grant 
however otherwise acceptable. 

I hope Mr. Dundas will have perceived the force of this 
objection, and will not compel ine to refuse the reward offered 
by the Company. At least, I trust, that if you have not 
already anticipated this view of the subject, you will feel the 
justice of my sentiments when stated, and you will exonerate 
me from the suspicion of caprice or fastidiousness, when I 
shall refuse the liberal grant in question.* 


No, LXXVIL 

The Et wl of Morning t^n to thy? Right Hon . Lord Cl we. 

My Lord, Port William, May 3rd 1800* 

in obedience to the orders of the House of Commons, I 
have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of its 
resolutions passed on the 4th of October, 1799,f 

It is a matter of sincere satisfaction to me, to congratulate 


* *° r ^ Irt ^ er information on this subject, see letter from Mr, Diuidas, 
“ September, 1800, and Resolutions of the East India Company, 16th 
January, 1801, 

* Vol f I, p , 633, 







your Lordship on the just sense expressed by the House ot 
Common?, of the eminent services rendered by you to your 
country in promoting the success of the late glorious war in 
Mysore* 

On this occasion, I cannot refrain from renewing to your 
Lor dehip* the cordial assurance of those sentiments oJ grati¬ 
tude and respect, which your zeal, honour and assiduous 
exertions impressed on my mind during the whole period ol 
that arduous conjuncture. 

'Entertaining the implicit confidence in the continuance 
of the same happy spirit of unanimity and concord, which has 
animated the proceedings of Fort William and Fort St. 
George, since die hour of your Lordships arrival in India, 
the distinguised honour conferred on me by these resolutions 
has received an additional value in my estimation, from the 
reflection, that your Lordship’s name has been united with 
mine in the high reward bestowed by the Commons of Great 
Britain on our joint labours in the public service. Under the 
progressive operation of such an honourable union, cemented 
by a mutual sense of public duty, encouraged by the applause 
of our country, and rewarded by the highest distinctions to 
which generous ambition can aspire, I trust, that, during*the 
future course of our administration, the empire founded by 
your Lordship's illustrious Father will acquire additional sta¬ 
bility, prosperity and splendour. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

with great regard and esteem, 
your Lordship's most obedient, and faithful Servant, 

Mortal noton. 
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The Martjwm Wellesley to the Secret Committee of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors. 


Fart Wiliam, 9th June* 1800. 


Honourable Sirs, 


In the 10th paragraph of my letter to your Honourable 
Committee of the 25th January, ISO©.* I intimated my deter¬ 
mination to expel the Pychy Rajah from Wynaad, and event¬ 
ually to punish the contumacy of that chieftain in the most 
signal and exemplary manner. 

In consequence of this necessary determination the requi¬ 
site military preparations were made in Mysore, with a degree 
of vigour and promptitude highly creditable to the govern¬ 
ment of Fort St, George, and to tile officer commanding in 
Mysore, and under circumstances which afford a striking 
example of tile powerful military resources of that valuable 
possession. It was judged expedient that the operations from 
Mysore should be combined with the movement of a respect¬ 
able detachment from the army of Bombay on the coast of 
Malabar. But in consequence of the inadequate state of 
equipment of the troops in Malabar, it was found impractica¬ 
ble to move the proposed detachment within the period of 
the proper season* This disappointment on the side of 
Malabar has led to the necessity of postponing the intended 
expedition; but it will be resumed at a convenient season of 
the year* if the expected submission of the Pychy Rajah to 
the orders of the British Government should not happily 
preclude the necessity of any measure of coercion* 

I a m concerned to inform your honourable Committee that 
in consequence of the unnaccountable and criminal negligence 
of the officer stationed in the strong fortress of Jemakhad in 
Canara* that place was surprised on the of April last, 
by a body of men stated to be composed principally of deser¬ 
ters from the new levies in Canara, The motive of this rash 
and apparently fruitless enterprise on the part of those who 
executed it, is at present as unintelligible, as the neglect of 
our officers is incredible. The lower fortress was almost 
immediately recovered by a detachment of our troops in Ca- 
liar a i and X have no doubt, that the adventurers who have 


* See page 197- 
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seized the upper fortress, have already been compelled to 
surrender at discretion. 


The disgraceful surprise of this fortress, combined with 
other circumstances in the civil and military administration of 
Malabar, has led me to a serious consideration of the necessity 
of adopting effectual means for strengthening the hands of 
your Government in that quarter, I most earnestly request 
your honourable Committee to adopt immediate measures for 
a formal annexation of the provinces of Canara and Malabar 
to the Government of Fort St. George, 

Since the date of my last letter to your honourable Com¬ 
mittee symptoms of a spirit of revolt have appeared among 
some of the Poly gars in those parts of Mysore, which in the 
partition of that country were assigned to the Nizam and to 
the Rajah, The only insurgent m Mysore proper of suffici* 
cient importance to be specified is the Poly gar of Builam, 
who has already been compelled to abandon the open country 
and to take refuge in the jungles. His complete submission 
to the authority of the Rajah cannot long be delayed* 

The disturbances which have taken place in the countries 
recently acquired by our ally the Nizam, are to be imputed 
principally if not exclusively to the abusive and west admi¬ 
nistration of bis Highness's Government, While these dis¬ 
tricts remained under the temporary management ofPurneah, 
(the dewan of Mysore) his prudent and conciliatory conduct 
maintained them in a state of sufficient tranquillity and order. 
The transfer of these districts to the management of his 
Highness the Nizam, bad been made but a few weeks when 
the extortion and imbecility of his officers provoked and en¬ 
couraged the revolt of some of the Polygars. These incon¬ 
siderable commotions however, cannot prove embarrassing for 
any long period of time; nor should 1 have called your atten¬ 
tion to them in the present despatch, had they not appeared 
to derive a temporary importance from the position recently 
taken by the adventurer Dhoondia Jee Waug, 

Your Honourable Committee will recollect, that this person 
escaped from destruction in August, 1799, in consequence of 
the respect manifested by the British troops to the frontier 
of the Mahratta state,* Dhoondia Jee then entered into the 


* See p, 11 
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service of the Rajah of ivholapore. After some time had 
elapsed* he either abandoned the cause of the Rajah of Klio- 
Inpore* or was dismissed by him from his service* Dhoondia 
Jee then assembling a few desperate followers* began to levy 
contributions on the territories of the Pei&hwa and of the 
Nizam* 

According to the usual progress of such predatory armies 
in Hindostan, Ids force has received great augmentations 
within the last two months; and by the latest accounts he 
had a position from whence he equally menaced Shawn oar 
(S avail ore) in the Peklrwa’s territories* the south-western dis¬ 
tricts of the Nizami and the frontier of Mysore. 

The desperate and enterprising character of tins malefactor 
renders it necessary to check his further progress, although 
his army appears to he extremely defective in regard to dis¬ 
cipline and to every quality of an effective force, A respect¬ 
able army has been assembled in Mysore for the purpose of 
observing his motions; and as the Peishwa is not less inter¬ 
ested than the British Government in the punishment of 
Dhoondia Jee, I have every reason to believe* that his High¬ 
ness will contribute to this necessary object whatever assist¬ 
ance the distracted state of his own affairs will permit* I 
have however thought it expedient under the actual state of 
circumstances* and on the ground of the intimate connection 
subsisting between the two States* to authorize our troops in 
Mysore to pursue Dhoondia Jee aug eventually into the 
territories of the Mahratta State, It is probable, that die 
Peishwa has actually granted his formal permission for this 


purpose; but in any event, I am satisfied that the conduct 
which I have empowered the commanding officer in Mysore 
to adopt towards the predatory force of Dhoondia Jee will 
not excite dissatisfaction at the Court of Poonah. 

In every other respect the situation of Mysore is highly 
favourable and prosperous; the sources of revenue have been 
considerably improved under the prudent and able manage¬ 
ment of the Dewan, aided by the talents, zeal and experience 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Close* The young Rajah took pos¬ 
session of hia new palace, erected on the site of that in¬ 
habited by his ancestors on the loth of May last. 

In the recently conquered districts subject to the immediate 
authority of the Company, the most happy prospect appears 
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of a revenue far exceeding the amount stated in the schedules 
annexed to the treaty of Mysore** 

The conquest of Mysore required a revision of our politi¬ 
cal relations with the principal powers of the Decan; this 
despatch cannot contain a detailed and connected account of 
the view which I have taken of this extensive and important 
subject, but I am desirous to avail myself of m early oppor¬ 
tunity, to submit to your; judgment the general tenor of the 
principles by which my conduct has been regulated. The 
only native powers of importance now remaining in India, 
independent of the British protection, are the confederate 
empire of the Mahratth States, the Rajah of Berar and Scin- 
dia, considered c ither as distinct powers, or in their feuda¬ 
tory relations to that empire. The restless character of the 
Mahratta nations, the advantages presented by the local posi¬ 
tion of some of those states to the future intrigues of France, 
and the existing establishment of many French officers in the 
service of Hcindia, concurred to render it a measure of indis¬ 
pensable precaution, either to acquire by negotiation and 
arrangement, an ascendancy in the councils of the Mahratta 
empire, or to unite ourselves in a defensive alliance with those 
powers, which form a barrier between our territories and 
those of the Mahrattasj but it appeared to be still more 
desirable to frame a system of political connection Which 
should combine the advantages of each alternative, and 
which whtl^ it afforded the means of preservinga powerful 
barrier against the Mahratta States, should facilitate the 
formation of more intimate relations with that empire, and 
should open a prospect of stability to those relations when 
formed. 


This system was the foundation of the policy of the treaty 
of Mysore, which contains the basis on which I proposed to 
found a further extension and improvement of our alliance 
with the Nizam, and a similar alliance with the Peishwa. My 
despatch in council to the Honourable Court of Directors, 
under date the 18th of January, 1800, f has apprized your 
Honourable Committee of the circumstances which have 
hitherto prevented the success of my proposals at the Court 
of Poonah. This disappointment enforced the expediency 


* See page 30* 


+ See page 174 . 
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of strengthening the ties which already unite us to the Nizam's 
Government, and nearly identity the interests of his Highness 
with those of the British empire in India. 

A considerable proportion of the military establishment of 
Fort St, George is now maintained at the expense of tbeNizain. 
The security of the resources which supply tins important 
contribution is an ■object of common concern to both states. 
In addition to this consideration, the Nizam’s dominions con¬ 
stitute the only barrier between us and the Mabrattas on the 
side either of Mysore or of the Carnatic. The conquest of 
the Nizam’s dominions by the Mahyattas would at once ele¬ 
vate that aspiring nation to a considerable eminence of power, 
and establish a formidable and dangerous rival in the place 
of a dependant absolutely devoted to our interests. 

With these sentiments I have recently opened a negotia¬ 
tion with his Highness the Nizam, and the Resident at Hy¬ 
derabad has actually concluded a treaty with his Highness on 
terns which not only provide for a considerable augmentation 
of the existing subsidiary force, but stipulate provisionally 
for the substitution of such territorial cessions to the Com¬ 
pany in place of the subsidiary payments as would give us the 
complete possession of the whole of the countries held by the 
late Tippoo Sul hum previous to the peace of Seringapatam 
in It&fl, with the exception of the districts ceded do that oc¬ 
casion to the Peishwa. This desirable arrangement would 
establish in the Company’s hands a territorial revenue which 
in the course of a few years of wise and prudent management 
would render their pecuniary and military resources in the 
Peninsula, of India superior to those possessed at any time by 
Hyder Ali or Tippoo Sultaun. For the territories placed 
under the nominal sovereignty of the Raj ah of Mysore, by 
the subsidiary treaty of Scringapatam constitute substantially 
an integral part of our dominion. 

At tire conclusion of the war it might have appeared ^ ad¬ 
vantageous to have obtained such a cession of territory from 
■the Nizam even at the expense of a considerable pecuniary 
Compensation* or of the cession of an equivalent territory in 
some other quarter of our possessions* But in that critical 
conjuncture it would have been dangerous to have opened 
any question which might have led to discussions of a deli¬ 
cate and difficult nature*, and which might have delayed the 
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final settlement of our conquests, i wag confident that the 
season could not be remote when we might obtain, with the 
goodwill of the Nizam, by a commutation of the subsidy, the 
same advantages of an augmentation of our territory and a 
completion of our boundary in Mysore without any cession of 
territory* or pecuniary payment on our part; and with the 
additional benefit of establishing permanent security for the 
discharge of the expense of the troops employed for his 
Highness’s protection* 

The principle of the treaty concluded by the Resident at 
Hyderabad on this basis m highly advantageous, but as the 
concessions to the Company which it contains are not ex¬ 
pressed with sufficient accuracy; and as some of its stipula¬ 
tions are either improper or useless; my intention h to pro* 
pose to the Nizam, instead of the treaty which he has exe¬ 
cuted an improved draft, which, while it shall offer to his 
Highness the full protection of the Company against any ag¬ 
gression, shall secure to the Company, without ambigudy, the 
just equivalent which we are entitled to demand for such a 
guarantee* For although it seems scarcely possible to ima¬ 
gine a case in which it would not be our positive interest to 
repel any attack on the dominions of the Nizam, it is equally 
the interest of his Highness to provide for the certainty of 
our aid, and to augment our means of furnishing it* On the 
other hand the abuses of his Highness h government rendered 
those territorial possessions nearly unproductive in his hands, 
although they may be expected to prove highly valuable 
under our management* The advantages of the commutation 
of the subsidy will therefore be considerable, if not equal, to 
both parties. 

As my proposed draft of a treaty will not vary essentially 
in the leading points from that already executed by the Ni¬ 
zam i and, as 1 am satisfied that both bis Highness and Azmi 
nl Onira justly appreciate the advantages of the general ba¬ 
sis of the engagement, I entertain sanguine expectations that 
the alterations which I mean to propose in several of the ar¬ 
ticles will be readily accepted by his Highness* 

Your Honourable Committee h already apprized that since 
my arrival in India it has hem an unceasing object of my 
attention to establish such a connection with the Court of 
Poonah as should enable the British Government to influence 
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its foreign relations. You are also informed that I origi¬ 
nally proposed with confident Hopes of success to accomplish 
this most desirable arrangement by tiie restoration of the 
Peiabwa’s legitimate authority, and the establishment at Poo- 
nah of a large British subsidiary force. Hitherto, either the 
capricious temper of Baajy Uao, or some remains of the cha¬ 
racteristic jealousy of the nation with regard to foreign rela¬ 
tions have frustrated my objects and views. The actual state 
of the Mahratta power appears extremely favourable to their 
prosecution and success, while the importance of accomplish¬ 
ing them is greatly increased. 

To fix the peace of India on foundations of the utmost 
stability, and to preclude any intrusion of the French, it is 
necessary only that the British Government should draw the 
Mahratta power under its protection, 

'Under this impression, I have lately renewed my endea¬ 
vours to engage Baajy RaO to place himself under the 
friendship of the Company's Government. Upon a full consi¬ 
deration of the practical difficulties which obstruct a direct 
interchange of confidential sentiments between the Peishwa 
and the British Resident at Foonuh, I have determined to 
conduct the negotiation through the Court of Hyderabad, to 
which the Peishwa has recently made overtures of a pro¬ 
mising appearance. The Nizam has a deep interest in the 
success of this negotiation, and possesses facilities of commu¬ 
nication with Baajy Rao which we cannot acquire. 

Various important documents relative to a perfidious and 
dangerous correspondence which subsisted between the late 
Tippoo Sultaun and the Nabobs Walajah and Omdut ul Omra, 
have been brought under the view of your Honourable Com¬ 
mittee. An examination of those documents has taken place, 
hut not to the extent, or exactly in the manner desired. It 
was found that some of the persons proposed to be examined 
were dead, or placed beyond the immediate reach of the 
Commissioners. Notwithstanding the insufficiency of the 
examination, and tho gross prevarication and manifest false¬ 
hood of some of the witnesses examined, evidence has ap¬ 
peared to satisfy my judgment that an intrigue of a nature 
hostile to the British interests had been carried on between 
Tippoo Sultaun, Walajah, and Omdut ul Omra, It is also 
i neon trove rtibly established, that Omdut ul Omra employed 
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framed, with a view to employ, in his. corrcb^omlcnce with 
the hits Tippoo Sultaim, the cypher tramtifitted to your 
Honour able Committee, So confirmed proof yet appears 
that Onidut ul Omra carried on such a eorresp ondenCe with 
Tippoo Sidtaam subsequently to the death- of the Nabob 
Wattajah, ^His concern, however, in such a correspondence, 
during the lifetime of his father, constitutes, according to a 
fair and reasonable construction of the spirit of the alliance 
between the Company and the Nabob of the Carnatic, a 
violation of the treaty of 1798, for which he is no less respon¬ 
sible (considering the share which he exercised in the direc¬ 
tion of his father’s government), than lie would hate been 
for the same conduct, if pursued during his own immediate 
administration. 

My attention is now directed to the measures proper to he 
adopted with respect to the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, under 
the view in which his criminality is placed by the oral evidence 
collected* I am already satisfied that a due regard to our 
safety renders it indispensably necessary that we should obtain 
some more certain pledges of the fidelity of Omdut ul Gmra 
than we now possess* The precise nature or extent of the 
additional security tube demanded from him will be arranged 
between Lord Clive and me, and 1 will advise your Honourable 
Committee of the result* 

1 have great satisfaction in informing your Honourable 
Committee that the reform of the Nabob Viziers military 
establishments has proceeded m regular progress, without 
any material opposition or difficulty, although with many 
symptoms of dissatisfaction on the part of his Excellency, and 
of the most turbulent class of his troops. The augmentation 
of the Company's troops in Oude has, at the Same time, 
nearly 1 reached the amount originally proposed. The addi¬ 
tional subsidy payable by his Excellency, when the augmen¬ 
tation of the troops shall be completed, will amount, in conse¬ 
quence, to about fifty lacs of rupees annually; while the new 
levies raised to supply the place of the troops to be stationed 
in Oude, have been hitherto confined to two regiments of 
native cavalry, and two regiments of native infantry, including 
in the latter the Bengal volunteers who served in the late 
war, and are now on their return to these provinces from the 
vol, n, t 



THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, TO 


<8L 


JaiTiatic. I trust that no further augmentation of your native 
troops under this Presidency will lie found necessary* 

Baring so far succeeded in effect rag a radical reform of the 
military establishment of the Nabob of Gude, I propose to 
take into consuleration, ’without delay, the moans of intro* 
ducing such improvements into the civil administration of his 
Excellency's affairs as have been long necessary to the security 
of our interests in that country * and to the prosperity and 
happiness of the people. The reduction of the Vigors 
troops, and the augmentation of the Company's army, canhdt 
he deemed more than partial remedies of the existing evils 
until the resources of the state shall have been improved and 
secured by the establishment of a just and vigorous system of 
government. 

My latest accounts of Zeroaim Shah are perfectly favoura¬ 
ble to the prosecution of my views in Oude, He continued 
at Gandahar; menaced on the one hand Ivy the preparations 
which Baba Khan has made for advancing to Khurasan, arid 
embarrassed on the other by domestic troubles, which appear 
to have amounted to formidable disturbances of his govern¬ 
ment. Under these circumstances it seems impossible that 
Zetnaun Sliah should be enabled to disturb the tranquillity 
of Hindustan in the course of the ensuing winter* After that 
period, the situation of Oude will, r trust, be so improved, as 
to place the security of that province beyond the reach of 
danger from any attempt either of Zemaun Shah, or of any 
other foreign power* 

I have the honour to inform your Honourable Committee 
that the Rajah of Napaul arrived at Benares on the 18th 
ultimo, having judged it necessary to seek refuge in the 
Company’s territories, from the designs which he supposed 
to be entertained by his disaffected subjects against his 
person* This Rajah had formally abdicated the government 
(about eighteen months before his flight) in favour of an 
infant son; but had continued to interfere occasionally in the 
direction of affairs* It appears that he had ultimately resumed 
the whole administration of the Government, and had fexer^ 
cised it with a degree of rigour which had excited a general 
spirit of revolt. 

I have directed my agent at Benares to manifest to the 
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jah every possible mark of respect ami attention; and I 

entertain considerable expectations that f shall be enabled to 
improve this occurrence to the attainment of such a degrees of 
influence in the Government of Napaul* as may open the 
prospect of establishing a commercial intercourse with that 
coimtry J mutually beneficial to fcotli states. 

Captain Hill returned from his mission to Araean in the 
month of April hist. He was soon after followed by an am¬ 
bassador from thence, in pursuance of orders from the king of 
Ay a. 1 have lately dismissed this ambassador with such 
explanations and assurances with regard to the emigrants 
from Aracan, as I trust wilj satisfy the Court of Ava, and 
contribute to maintain the harmony subsisting between the 
two governments. 

I have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley.* 
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No. LXXIX. 

The J Wi’tttdey to the 'Resident at fft/deraM. 
g I?t? Fort William, June lath, 1800. 

f have received your despatch, No. 7U, dated the 20 th 
uUtransmitting to me the treaty executed on the same day 
by his Highness the Nizam, and by you. I have also re¬ 
ceived your letters, numbered and dated as noted in the 
margimf 

The Persian translator regularly laid before me transla¬ 
tions of the several reports (dated and noted in the margin)! 
which you had received front the Mooushee Azecz Oollah, 
of bis conferences with Azim til Ornra during the course of 
the negotiation. 

* The Earl of Morntngton was created MerqnesS Wellesley on the 20th 
of December, 1790, 

f No. 80, 23rd of May ; No. ^ 25th of May j No, 82, 2(>th of May ; 
No- B3 f 29th of May j No. 8-1, 31st of May. 

I April 26th, 28th, and 29th. May, the 3rd, 7th r 10th, 12th, 14th, 
15th, and l/th. 
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cio have assigned the necessity of despatch to justify this 
mode of connmmieatmg to me the progress of the treaty; 
admitting such a mode of communication to have been the 
most expeditious* it lias produced considerable inconvenience 
by leaving me in ignorance and doubt with respect to various 
important points of the negotiation. Your observations and 
explanations, transmitted in the usual manner* would have 
enabled me to form a more accurate judgment of the real 
temper of the Court of Hyderabad, with regard to the pre¬ 
sent treaty, than can be founded on the unconnected, incom¬ 
plete, and unexplained materials now before me. 

Defective as those materials are, they are sufficient to prove 
that you have not stated to the Court of Hyderabad, with 
adequate force, t ie great advantages which his Highness the 
Nizam would derive from the proposed alliance: and that you 
have conceded to A semi til Omra with more facility than was 
prudent, a point which lias long and justly constituted the 
object of bis most anxious desire and solicitation. 

Being fully apprised of the importance justly attached by 
the Court of Hyderabad to a general defensive alliance with 
the Company, against all enemies, I bad foreseen the earnest¬ 
ness of the Nizam to obtain such an engagement, and accord¬ 
ingly I had authorized you eventually to yield to his High- 
ness's wishes* But you were not empowered to concede this 
important benefit unconditionally, or without obtaining a just 
equivalent. You were empowered to concede it if the con¬ 
cession should appear likely to secure in return the consent 
of his Highness to the whole, or to any, of those articles, 
which, under the project of a limited guarantee, 1 had au¬ 
thorized you to suspend. 

But the treaty which you have concluded concedes to his 
Highness the Nizam the full benefit of the general guarantee 
without securing to the Company any of those advantages, 
(the augmentation of the subsidiary force excepted,) the 
whole of w hich I had declared necessary to constitute a rea¬ 
sonable equivalent for a limited defensive engagement. 

It appears, by the conferences between Aziin ul Gmra and 
Moonshee Azecz Oollah, that the Court of Hyderabad sin¬ 
cerely intends to commute the subsidy for a territorial grant 
to the Company; and the territory to he ceded to the Com¬ 
pany is generally described in the fifth article of the treaty. 
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TKTuhe fourth article of the treat) expressly reserves to the 
Nizam the option of the subsidy either from his 

•treasury! or by an assignment of territory, according to his 
HigWess’s pleasure: and in your letter of the f£6th of May 
you admit, that the Court of Hyderabad actually maters;amis 
the concluding clause of the fourth article, to empower lho 
Nizam to exercise this option whenever his Highness shall 
think proper. Under such an engagement, if the ratifica¬ 
tions of the treaty had been exchanged, his Highness would 
be at liberty to declare his determination to discharge the 
subsidy regularly in money, and the territorial grant might 
be at once avoided. His Highness, under the indefinite 
terms of the fourth atid fifth articles, would also possess full 
power to modify the grant of territory by any qualifications 
or conditions which he might prescribe, either with respect 
to its duration, to the nature or extent of the authority to be 
exercised by the Company within the assigned districts, or 
to any other point affecting the stability or efficiency ot the 
assignment. 

The proposition for the territorial grant originated with 
>\zhn ul Oinra, and whs received by you with judicious re¬ 
serve and caution- The manner in which this proposition 
was introduced by the Minister, us well as the actual stdte of 
the countries intended to be assigned, induce me to believe 
the Court of Hyderabad to be sincerely disposed, and even 
secretly anxious for a commutation of the subsidy. But my 
conjecture may be erroneous; and in a matter of such im¬ 
portance notldug should he left to conjecture, or to the pt^ 1- 
carious will of the Court of Hyderabad. If the Nizam, upon 
the ratification of the treaty should declare Ids resolution to 
discharge the subsidy in money, and should refuse to cede 
the countries to be assigned, in the complete and absolute 
manner indispensably necessary to their proper arrangement, 
the Company would stand pledged to the general guarantee 
without having acquired any equivalent benefit or compen¬ 
sation. 

It is evident, therefore, that, by this treaty, the Court of 
Hyderabad would secure all its objects, while the situation 
of the Company would be rather Injured than improved. For, 
if it be admitted that the augmentation of the subsidiary 
force would add in sonic degree to our political consideration 
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the Deccan, as the additional troops furnished by the Bri¬ 
tish Government would require to be replaced by new levies, 
the arrangefeht would he productive of no pecuniary relief 
or advantage to the Company j and the security for the regu¬ 
lar discharge of the subsidy M ould become more precarious 
in proportion to the Increased amount of' the subsidiary pay¬ 
ments. The treasury of his Highness would be subjected to 
increased embarrassment; or, if territory should be assigned, 
the cession might be bnrthened by conditions absolutely pre- 
riuding such a system of management as must be adopted to 
render the assigned revenues equal to the maintenance of the 
troops* Any expression in the grant calculated to raise a 
doubt of its permanence, or to limit the power of the Com¬ 
pany's internal Government of the countries, or to favour the 
Nizam's right of resumption, would evidently prevent us from 
concluding any settlement worthy of our character, or advan¬ 
tageous to our interests* 

Xu paragraph four of your despatch, of the %6th of May, 
you plainly admit that the Court of Hyderabad understands 
the fourth and fifth articles to have secured to the Nizam an 
arbitrary right of resuming the districts subsequently to the 
intended assignment, and you endeavour to remove this in¬ 
surmountable objection to these articles by alleufiug your 
construction of their exposition to he different from that 
maintained by the Nizam and hu Ministers, It is painful to 
me to be compelled to remark, that your argument iii this 
paragraph is founded on principles Incompatible with the 
maintenance of public faith, and exploded by the wisdom, 
justice, and integrity of the law of nations. To introduce 
ambiguous phrases into formal instruments designed to con¬ 
stitute the basis of public obligations between great States, 
is a practice repugnant to the policy, honour, and dignity of 
the British nation. The perspicuity of our expressions in 
all acts of obligation upon our national faith should be as 
manifest as the superiority of our power. If it were possible 
fur me to afford my countenance to a contrary system, com¬ 
mon discretion would preclude me from such a course in the 
present case, when yon distinctly avow;, that the ambiguous 
phrases on which you propose to rest the future claim of the 
British Government against its ally, are at this moment, pre¬ 
viously to the ratification of the treaty, construed by that 
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ally in a sense directly contradictory to that which you desire 
to maintain, lour further arguments on the article under 
consideration serve only to prove that the Nkam might be 
embarrassed in the exercise of the right which he intended 
to reserve to himself If your reasoning on this part of the 
question: be admitted, the result would be not an amicable, 
firm alliance, founded on clear, , distinct, and indisputable 
principles, but an ill defined state of perpetual jealousy, con¬ 
troversy, and animosity, of doubtful claims, and of incompati¬ 
ble rights. 

When 1 received Azim ul Omra's draft of a treaty, it was 
my intention to have examined separately each article of that 
extravagant project, X have already expressed my animad¬ 
versions on several of his propositions; I shall now consider 
such principles only of that project as have been adopted 
with or without modification in your treaty, upon the several 
articles of which I now proceed to state my ideas. 

The general tenoOr of the preamble to the treaty received 
from you is perfectly conformable to my views; the terms of 
it appear susceptible of improvement, A draft of the pre¬ 
amble, which I should prefer, accompanies this letter in ihig- 
lish and Persian** 

Article 1. The first article required no remark. 

Article 8. This article is principally objectionable on ac¬ 
count of its unqualified spirit of hostility. If the contracting 
parties should have just grounds to apprehend an attack on 
their territories, or on those of their allies and dependants, 
It would he reasonable and necessary, that they should pre¬ 
pare to repel it But such preparations are not to he occa¬ 
sioned by every trivial dispute on the borders, or by every 
desultory, and perhaps unauthorised, depredation of armies, 
whose licentiousness and rapacity are the necessary eon se¬ 
quences of defective discipline and irregular pay. Still less 
would it be either prudent or justifiable to resort to arms 
whenever (according to the words of the treaty) any act shall 
be committed ** incompatible with friendship and good under¬ 
standing.” In your letter, No. 80, you have anticipated this 
objection, and endeavoured to diminish its force. 

It is die essence of a defensive alliance, that a sincere de- 
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sire to avoid an appeal;to anus shoolcl constitute its most 
prominent feature* But this article is entirely silent with re¬ 
spect to the propriety of employing any endeavour to adjust 
subsisting differences by measures of amicable explanation 
and discussion* From the first mention of aggression, the 
article proceeds directly to stipulate for punishment and war* 
Article 3* No material objection exists to the expression, 
and none to the principle, of this article. 

Articles 4 and 5* These articles must be considered toge¬ 
ther* 

It appears, by your letter. No* 80* that the amount of sub¬ 
sidy fixed for the cavalry belonging teethe subsidiary force is 
inadequate to the expense of those troops; it is not stated 
how this deficiency was occasioned; but I cannot suppose 
his Highness the Nizam to be disposed to avail himself of 
any error of calculation which subjects the Company to pecu¬ 
niary loss* In adjusting the amount of the general subsidy, 
you might, therefore, have corrected any error of account 
which had occurred in the original settlement* Tins point 
will be of no consequence, under the arrangement which I 
mean to propose for the full and permanent satisfaction of 
the Company's claims on account of subsidy. 

The further discussion of this point will be unnecessary in 
the event of the Nizam s acquiescence in my proposed ar¬ 
rangement* But the considerations here suggested, as well 
as those arising from the insufficiency of the cavalry subsidy, 
constitute powerful arguments, and may be advantageously 
urged in support of the main article of that arrangement, by 
which 1 have stipulated for the absolute cession in perpetuity 
of the whole of his Highness's acquisitions from Mysore in 
the two last wars, 4 ’ adding some modifications with relation 
to exchanges of territory for the convenience of the respec¬ 
tive frontiers of the two States* 

The revenues of the countries acquired by the Nizam, 
under the treaty of 3795, are acknowledged to be greatly 
injured, and I have no satisfactory grounds for believing that 
those of the districts, acquired by his Highness Under the 
Treaty of Mysore, are now equal to the amount stated in the 


* Aft proposed by the Resident; the original Included only the Nizam'* 
acquisitions in t/92. 








schedules of that treaty. It appears to he highly probable 
that the resources of the countries in question have mate- 
rirtlly declined since those countries came into the possession 
of his Highness. They have been ravaged by various insur¬ 
gents; and it is to be feared that they have been managed 
on principles which must impair their future prosperity, 
whatever immediate advantage may have been extracted from 
those unhappy districts by their rapacious governors and 
managers. 

Article (3, Requires no remark. 

Articles 7 and &. These articles require to he considered 
together. Notwithstanding the observations stated in your 
letter, No* 80, these articles require alteration. 

The specification of the force to be furnished by the Nizam 
at the commencement of hostilities, for the purpose of imme¬ 
diate operations with the Company's subsidiary troops, is ex¬ 
tremely proper and necessary; but the terms of the seventh 
article imply, that this specification is to define the full extent 
of the NizamY exertions, in point of force, during the whole 
course qf the supposed hostilities, with the single qualifica¬ 
tion stated in the eighth article. The seventh article is ob¬ 
jectionable in this respect. The specification of the local 
Hunts in the seventh article, within which his Highness shall 
be bound to co-operate against the common enemy, is not ex¬ 
pressed with sufficient accuracy. 

These articles proceed on the presumption, that the Com¬ 
pany Is m likely.as the Nizam to be attacked by art enemy; 
but this supposition is manifestly contrary to reason and pro¬ 
bability, The Nizam, in every view, is more exposed to hos¬ 
tile aggression from various quarters, as well as less able to 
repel it than the Company* The eventual exertions of the 
Nizatn against the common enemy should not in any pane be 
limited, either with respect to the amount of troops, or to the 
theatre of the war. A fair view of the nature and objects of 
die proposed alliance must demonstrate the justice and rea¬ 
son of requiring that the Nizam, in every case of war, should 
employ Iris utmost efforts against the enemy* The Company 
cannot in policy, and will not in practice, contract the scale 
of their operations in the event of hostilities, whether directed 
against their own territories, or against those of the Nizam, 
This limitation of the number of troops to he employed might 
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reasonable if the Nizam’s interest, in the issue of any sup 
posed contest coujd be deemed remote, or temporary, or 
doubtful, {Jut no contest can occur in which the Company 
shall he deeply engaged without involving the existence of 
the Nizams kingdom; the probability is, that, in every cas e 
his Highness would be the first object of attack. 

For these.reasons, while I consider it to be proper to spe 
oily the number and description of bis Highness’s troops 
which shall be furnished immediately, at the commencement 
of war, to act in concert with the subsidiary force, I deem it 
to he necessary that his Highness Should also be hound in 
every case of hostility, to employ his utmost efforts (if’re¬ 
quired by the nature of the war) against the common enemy, 
it may not be useless to observe in this place, that, even if 
the seat of war should be on the other side, (as the treaty 
expresses it,) or to the northward or the Nurbudda, it is not 
probable that any junction of the Nizam's forces with those 
of the Company in Hindostan proper, would ever be expe¬ 
dient or requisite. ,Tn such case, a powerful diversion by his 
Highness, which would not lead his troops beyond the Nur- 
budda, would, perhaps, be the most useful operation in which 
they could bo employed. 

Article 9, This article merits my entire approbation; it 
requires, however, a slight alteration in the expression. You 
have rendered a considerable service to the Company’s inte¬ 
rests in India in establishing, by treaty, a right to the use of 
tile Brin jar ries of the Deccan in time of war. 


Article 10. J, his article is likewise highly satisfactory to 
me. It is, however, necessary to observe, (and it may be 
proper to apprize the Nizam and Azim id Omra) that l con¬ 
sider the operation of this article to prohibit any correspond¬ 
ence with, any of the dependants of the Honourable Company, 
excepting with the knowledge and consent of the British 
Government. The intercourse at present maintained by the 
Court of Hyderabad with the Rajah of Travancore, the 
Nabob of Arcot, and other dependants of the Company, 
would necessarily cease from the period when this article 
shall take effect. But whatever may be the issue of the de¬ 
pending negotiation, I think it proper to direct you to insist 
on the immediate discontinuance of the correspondence occa¬ 
sionally maintained between Ids Highness the Nizam and the 
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or dependants of the Company, described in this para* 
graph. 

Article 11. I consider this article to be of the greatest 
value and importance; it certainly counteracts in a consi- 
derate degree many of the objectionable parts of the treaty. 
It does not, however, remove the objections which apply to 
the 4th and oth articles. 

Articles 12 and 13. The provisions of these articles are 
properly of a secret nature, and ought to have constituted 
separate articles. It would have been sufficient in the body 
of the treaty, if the contracting parties had declared their 
disposition to admit the Poishwa and Ragojee Bhooslah to 
the benefits of the alliance, on such conditions as might here¬ 
after be mutually concerted. 

Article 14. This article requires no remark. 

On the separate articles of the treaty I must generally 
remark, that you have not discussed them with Azim ul 
Omra in a manner suitable to their great importance, nor 
have you availed yourself of a proper extent of the valuable 
concessions which they convey to the Nizam. 

Article 1. The engagement comprehended in this article 
relative to the Zemindars of Shorapoor and Gulwal, and to 
the Nabob ofKurnool, is rendered extremely delicate by the 
tributary relation of those chieftains to the Mariettas’ go¬ 
vernment, as well as to the Nizam; on this account we have 
hitherto uniformly refused to permit the Company’s troops to 
assist the Nizam in coercing those chieftains. The proposed 
defensive alliance with the Nizam does not require our un¬ 
conditional departure from this principle. At the period of 
negotiating the Treaty of Hyderabad, A sum ul Omra laboured 
with equal assiduity to accomplish an object so important to 
the interest of his Sovereign. At that time I refused the 
concession, not because I saw any considerable ejection to its 
principle, but because it was of too much importance to be 
granted gratuitously to his Highness, and because I wished to 
reserve so great a favour for an occasion, when I might be 
able to derive from it a proper return of advantage to the 
Company. This occasion is now arrived, and it is reasonable 
to require a return correspondent with the magnitude of the 
object. 

I entirely approve the clause introduced into this article, by 
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the British Government is authorised to investigate 
and to determine the merits of all disputes arising between 
the Court of Hyderabad and the tributaries in question. 

Article 2, Nothing can he more repugnant to the true 
spirit of a defensive alliance than the terms of this article; 
they also indicate a distrust of the justice and honour of the 
Company's Government, which ought to have been repelled 
in the first instance. 

I entertain no views of conquest upon the territories of 
Dowlut Kao Scindiah, or of any other native power of India, 
I cannot, therefore, consent to a formal arrangement for the 
division of spoils which I have no wish to acquire. If Dowlut 
Bao Scindiah, or any other power, after the conclusion of 
defensive engagements between the Company and the Nkm, 
should be guilty of any unprovoked aggression against either 
party, and war should appear inevitable, in concerting the 
operations to he undertaken against the aggressor, the allied 
states may proceed with propriety to adjust the division of 
such conquests, as might appear attainable during the pro¬ 
gress of hostilities, and convenient to he retained at the 
conclusion of peace. 

It is evident from the I Ifh article of Azini ul Ornra'e pro¬ 
ject, that no rational principles were consulted by him in the 
plan of partition which he had imagined. It may, therefore, 
be proper plainly to apprize Azim ul Omra, if he should 
appear dissatified with my modification of this article, that ! 
can never consent to regulate the division of our eventual 
conquests or acquisitions by any other standard, than the 
actual share of expense and exertion in military operations 
which each contracting party shall have contributed towards 
such conquests or acquisitions. 

Article 3. The stipulations of this article belong properly to 
a separate and secret engagement But it does not appear 
necessary that the Company and the Nizam should concert by 
any formal previous instrument, the conditions on which they 
will admit the Peishwa and the Rajah of Berar to the benefit* 
o f the propos e d de fensiv e alliance * M y m i nd, h o w e ver, h eing 
satisfied with respect to the general terms c:u which it would 
be expedient to admit those powers to the alliance, 1 am not 
unwilling to gratify the Nizam by re cognizing the specific 
terms of the eventual admission of the Pci shwa and the Rajah 
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of Berar to the proposed treaty in the form desired by his 
Highness, 

The review which 1 have taken of the several articles of 
the treaty in question, must have convinced you that 1 cannot 
ratify it without departing from many leading principles of 
the policy, interest; and reputation of the British Govern¬ 
ment- The copy of the treaty transmitted to im h accord¬ 
ingly returned to you, in order that it may be regularly 
cancelled, together with the counterpart, which you have 
delivered to his Highness. 

Notwithstanding my determination not to ratify this treaty* 
the discussions which it has produced, and even your conclu¬ 
sion of it under all the circumstances of the case, have contri¬ 
buted to lay the foundation of extensive improvements in our 
connection with the Court of Hyderabad. In the progress of 
the negotiation, many important [joints have been gained for 
the Company, many inveterate prejudices injurious to our 
interests in the Deccan, have either been absolutely destroyed 
or considerably weakened, and the whole scope of the extra¬ 
vagant and absurd policy of Aztm til Omra and of his Court, 
has been disclosed. In this view of the subject, I consider 
you to have rendered essential service fro the British interests 
at the Court of the Nizam ; and, although in this despatch ) 
have animadverted on some of the principles winch you have 
stated, as well as on some passages in the management of tfie 
negotiation, I am happy to be able to express my general 
approbation of your conduct in this Important transaction. 
The animadversions contained m this despatch are not 
intended to operate as a censure on your proceedings, but to 
furnish you and your successors in the Residency at the 
Court of the Nizam, with rules for your guidance on any 
similar occasion. 

My anxiety to conclude a general defensive alliance with 
the Nizam, on reasonable conditions, continues unabated; 
and I now transmit to you in English and Persian the draft ot 
such a treaty* with his Highness, as you am at liberty to 
execute immediately ort the part of the Company. 

1 entertain a sanguine expectation that the obvernations 
which I have made on the treaty concluded by you, will 
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enable you to reconcile the Court of Hyderabad to my rejec¬ 
tion of that treaty. I am equally confident that the expla¬ 
nations and remarks with which I shall now accompany the 
treaty herewith transmitted to you, will afford you the means 
of convincing the Nizam anil Axim ul Omm, that the true 
interests of hid Highness require their immediate acceptance 
of this engagement* 

In the new treaty a very material object of the Court of 
Hyderabad is more distinctly and more effectually secured 
than in the treaty already executed by the Nizam* A long 
period of time must elapse before the territory which 1 require 
as a security for the subsidiary payments can become equal to 
their discharge it is even doubtful whether the produce of the 
countries required will ever e xceed, in any considerable de¬ 
gree* the amount of the subsidy. If the nett revenues of the 
districts specified in the new treaty, should, hereafter, exceed 
the charges of the subsidiary force, or if the present nominal 
revenue of those districts (a revenue which, under the manage- 
merit of his Highness's officers, never has been realized, and 
under the same management never can he rendered more 
productive), should be realized under a mare wise and pru¬ 
dent system, enforced by the abilities, experience, and integ¬ 
rity of the Company’s officers, it would be reasonable that the 
increased resources of those countries* now verging to ruin, 
should be turned to the advantage of that power, under whose 
happy auspices the improvement had been carried into effect. 
The augmented revenue might justly be claimed by the Com¬ 
pany on various grounds. 

1st, Bscausc tiie Company must suffer immediate pecuniary 
loss and embarrassment by the Commutation of the subsidy 
in the actual declining condition of the districts to be ceded. 

godly, Because the expenses incident to the Company’s 
system of management far exceed those incurred by the 
Nizam’s administration; consequently, the probable amount 
of the surplus which may be realized by the Company, is not 
to be estimated by the standard of charges usually authorized 
by his Highness’s Government 

®rdly. Because an acknowledgment is duo to the Company 
for the inestimable advantages of protection and security ac¬ 
quired by the Nizam under the general guarantee. In this 
respect the benefits of the treaty cannot be deemed reciprocal. 
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*s present hazard far exceeds that of the Company; 
and even in the event of an attack upon our possessions, his 
Highness could not ass^t m with means of defence bearing 
any proportion to those with which we should furnish him in 
a similar exigency, 

4tMy. Because in the event of an at tack being made on the 
Nizatn j the expenses of the Company, over and above those 
of maintaining the subsidiary force, would far exceed any 
charge which could fall upon his Highness in the event of 
any attack being made on the Company’s dominions. 

fithly. Because this treaty grants to the Nizam without any 
specified equivalent, the new and ext raordinaiy benefit of the 
Company’s aid in repressing the refractory spirit of such 
tributaries and dependants m owe u mixed allegiance to him 
and to the Mahrattas. In this view it may justly be expected 
that the resources of the territories retained in his Highness a 
hands may be improved to an amount proportioned to any 
excess in the produce of the countries to be ceded to the 
Company* 

But whatever view- may be taken of this subject by the 
Court of Hyderabad, it is my determination not to grant the 
Nizam the complete protection and support which be solicits, 
on any conditions less advantageous to the Company than 
those comprehended in the new treaty. I accordingly direct 
you not to admit any alteration in that treaty, which shall 
aflect any of its principles; mere Verbal alterations you are at 
liberty to receive. 

You will not press the Nizam to accept this new treaty 
with any appearance of solicitude! or earnestness. You will 
confine yourself to a distinct explanation of the reasons which 
have compelled me to refuse my ratification of your treaty; 
and to such an illustration of the articles of the new engage¬ 
ment, as this despatch will enable you to furnish. H ou will 
then leave the whole subject to the calm and deliberate 
decision of the Nizam. 

In the course of the late negotiation for the purpose of 
undervaluing the separate and limited guarantee against 
Scmdiah, Azmi ul Omra affected to consider the Company 
to be already engaged to protect the Nizam against any 
attack from Scindiah, because during the course of the \nU'. 
war I had declared my determination to support hts High- 
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against such an attack. The weakness of this argument 
ought to have been instantly and plainly exposed; for winch 
purpose a distinct statement of facts would have been suffi¬ 
cient. With a similar view of depreciating the value of a 
guarantee against tffie Mahratta Empire, Azmi ul Omra 
may affect to suppose me to be at present prepared to force 
the arbitration of the British Government upon the Poishwa ; 
any such insinuations or errors on the part of the Court of 
Hyderabad must be repelled or corrected /as being equally 
at variance With the true intent and meaning of the Treaty of 
Hyderabad, and detrimental to the favourable issue of the 
present negochttion. The Court of Hyderabad must be sen* 
sible of the powerful advantages which it would derive from 
the general guarantee,; but it is absolutely necessary to con¬ 
vince Azim ul Omra and his Highness, that 1 am equally 
well apprised of its great importance and value to the Nizam, 
that I know the precise nature and extent of our obligation 
under subsisting treaties to interpose between his Highness 
and his enemies ; that I will not suffer that obligation to be 
stretched beyond its just extent; and that I will not wan¬ 
tonly sacrifice the equivalent due to the Company in return 
for the new and important concession of the general guar¬ 


antee. 

I now proceed to furnish you with such observations 'on 
the different articles of the new treaty, as appear to be ne¬ 
cessary. 

Title and Preamble, The alterations which I have made in 
the title and preamble of your treaty are so inconsiderable as 
to require no observation. 

Article h This article agrees in substance with your first 
article, but it contains the important addition which declares 
the friends and enemies of either party to be the frtends and 
enemies of both. This declaration is contained in a sub¬ 
sequent article of your treaty, but it is not quite so distinctly 
expressed nor inserted in its proper place, 

Article 2. This article is substantially the same as the 2nd 
article of your treaty. The Nizam in effect acquires by this 
article all that he would gain by your treaty. The observa¬ 
tions contained in the loth paragraph of this despatch will 
sufficiently explain to you the necessity of moderating the 
hostile tenor of your second article. 
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rticle 3. This article requires no remark. 

Article 4 requires no remark. 

Article 5, No other effectual or satisfactory security than 
an absolute assignment of territory can he given by the Ni¬ 
zam for the regular payment of the subsidy. The present 
resources of Ms country cannot be expected to improve with-* 
out an entire change in the system of his Ilighnesss govern¬ 
ment. Of such a change no prospect appears. The diffi¬ 
culty experienced in obtaining a punctual discharge of the 
existing subsidy will be greatly increased by an augmentation 
of the subsidiary force* and the risk of failure in the funds 
necessary to the punctual payment* and consequently to the 
discipline of the troops, would also be proportionately aggra¬ 
vated. 

I have always desired that the subsidy should be secured 
by a territorial assignment, although the punctuality with 
which the Court of Hyderabad has hitherto discharged the 
subsidiary payments has precluded any ground of serious 
complaint, and any demand from the Company's Government 
of the security stipulated by the Treaty of Hyderabad ; I am 
of opinion that until the pecuniary payments shall be actually 
commuted for territory* the punctual realisation of the sub¬ 
sidy must ever be extremely precarious. 

This consideration involves the security of an important 
branch of our resources, as well as the continuance of that 
harmony now subsisting between the British Government and 
the Nizam, No event could produce discussions of a more 
invidious nature at the Court of Hyderabad than a failure in 
the regular payment of our subsidiary troops* These appre¬ 
hensions are so deeply impressed on my mind, that, if all 
prospect of the proposed general defensive alliance were 
closed, I should he disposed to accept even an inadequate 
territory in exchange for the subsidy ? rather than leave that: 
resource to depend on the defective government of the Ni¬ 
zam* and on the fluctuating state of his Highness’s finances. 
Adverting, however* to the great and positive benefits pre¬ 
sented to the Nizam by the proposed treaty, and to the in¬ 
crease of expense which it must necessarily bring Upon the 
Company* the British Government is entitled to require such 
an equivalent as shall not only preclude any pecuniary loss 
on account of subsidy, but in some degree defray the ex- 
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ordinary charges 
against all enemies. 

It may be reasonably apprehended, on a just consideration 
of tiie nominal value of the districts required by this article, 
of tiie evil government under which they have so long suf¬ 
fered, and of the refractory spirit prevailing m a great propor¬ 
tion of those countries, that their actual produce, deducting 
all charges of management, will, for a long tract of time” 
prove unequal to the discharge of the subsidy; and until the 
nett receipts from the country shall be sufficient for the pay¬ 
ment of the troops, the Company must provide the necessary 
funds for this purpose, a circumstance which cannot fail to 
subject their government to considerable temporary incon¬ 
venience.* 

The 5th article suggests no further observations which 
have not been anticipated in preceding paragraphs of this 
despatch. 

It is unnecessary to state the obvious objections which 
exist to the extension of our frontier beyond the Toombud- 
dra in the direction of Kopul, G tig under Ghurr, &c. No 
reasonable objection can be made by the Nizam to the ex¬ 
changes stipulated by this article. It is, however, necessary 
in this place to apprize you of the full extent of my views in 
this proposition. 

If we should acquire the territory specified in the 5tli ar¬ 
ticle, our line of frontier and our barrier against any sudden 
incursions of hostile cavalry in that quarter will require, that 
all the country situated to the southward of the Toombuddra 
and oi the Kistna should be annexed to tiie Company’s pos¬ 
sessions, This cession would include, besides Kurnool, the 


_* Nominal, value of the territory coded to the Nizam in 
1 cu, 'terai pagodas 13,16,GfiC, at 3 Areot rupees per cant, 

, , , v • • • • $9,5o;ooo 

fS umiual value of tho territory acquired by the Nizam under 
the Treaty of Mysore, including the Peishcush of Kurnool, 
cant, pagodas, 7,13,304, at 3 Amu rupees per G.P. . 21,39,!) 12 


. , Total , , 60,89,912 

t aunty under the proposed treaty exclusive of Cavalv 

*£ 2 ** ■ ■ ' ■ 39 , 42,300 

rupees . , . 21,47,112 
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of Adorn ;tnjl Ghazipore or NundiauL At present I 
am ignorant of the value of these districts, and consequently 
of the proportion which it hears to the revenue of the conn* 
tries to the northward of the Toombiidd^n The pdg&es&Ioii 
of the whole line of country to the southward of the Kistua 
and Toombuddra is so essential to the security and compact 
form of our general frontier, that, although the districts to 
the northward should be found more productive than those 
to the southward of the rivers, I should he willing to cede 
the former for Adorn arid Ghazipore. 

The revenues of Acloni, may, however, exceed those of 
the districts which I propose to offer in exchange, and the 
Court of Hyderabad may object to the cession of Adorn and 
Ghaziporc, and particularly of Adoni, Whatever may be 
the difference of value between those districts it would not 
be a greater concession than the Company can justly claim 
in return for the effectual protection afforded by the general 
guarantee of the Nizam’s dominions as well as for other ad¬ 
vantages already enumerated in this despatch. You will 
urge this argument with the utmost assiduity, but if it should 
not be admitted, I would father provide an equivalent for the 
amount of the differences of revenue in some other quarter 
than relinquish the proposed line of frontier. You will exert 
your utmost efforts to obtain this line on the principles al¬ 
ready stated. 

Article 5. This object however, is not absolutely indis¬ 
pensable ; if you should find that the aversion of the Court 
of Hyderabad to the arrangement now suggested, is likely to 
endanger the success of the whole treaty, you will relinquish 
this point until a more favourable conjuncture ahull arise, and 
you Will content yourself with obtaining an equivalent for the 
districts to the northward of the Toombuddra in sonic? other 
part of his Highness’s country contiguous to the Company’s 
possessions. 

Article 6. You are at liberty either to agitate and decide 
the question of the exchanges previous to the conclusion of 
the treaty, or to defer that question until the treaty shall 
have been executed. My wish however, is, to bring the 
greatest possible proportion of this extensive arrangement 
to a definite conclusion by this treaty. 

Article 7. This article requires no explanation. I have 




district; 



"ill ready stated tl.se indispensable necessity of assigning districts 
in perpetuity, to be placed under the exclusive management 
and authority of the .Cast India Company. If the subsidy 
were a mere temporary charge upon the funds of the Nizam, 
the perpetual assignment of territory would he objectionable} 
but, as the subsidy is a fixed and permanent charge, the 
funds for its liquidation should be of the same nature; nor 
would the honour or dignity of his Highness s government 
be in any degree compromised by such an arrangement. 

Article 8. The principal design of this article is to close 
for ever, all questions of account between the Company and 
the Nizam with regard to the subsidiary force; and to suggest 
the solid reasons which ought to induce his Highness to con¬ 
sent to this arrangement, The cession will appear both 
advantageous and honourable, when his Highness shall re¬ 
flect, that the dominions proposed for cession were acquired 
principally by the aid of the British arms; that, after the 
cession, his Highness will possess the same extent of country 
which he held previous to the war of 1790-1; that he will 
be enabled, without any pressure upon his finances, to com¬ 
mand the services of a large British force; anti finally, that 
he will be effectually protected against all future encroach¬ 
ments of the Mahrattaa. 

Article ,9. The necessity of this article is obvious; its 
omission in your treaty proceeded from the operation of the 
objectionable clause at the close of your 4 th article. If the 
new treaty should he accepted by the Nizam, you will com¬ 
municate a copy of it by express to Lord Clive, and you 
will concert with his Lordship the time and mode of assuming 
on behalf of the Company, the districts to he ceded. The 
object of the clause at the close of this article, is to guard the 
assigned countries from the depredations of the Nizam’s 
officers in the interval between the date of the treaty, and 
the actual assumption of the countries by the officers of the 
Company. 

Article 10, This article requires no explanation. It suggests 
however, an arrangement of considerable weight to strengthen 
the probability, that, deducting all necessary charges, the 
surplus revenue of the ceded districts will scarcely, prove 
equivalent to the subsidy. The establishments and garrisons 
which it would be indispensably necessary for the Company 
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to maintain in some of these forts, and particularly in Gur- 
rumcondah, Gooty, Ganjecottah, &o* would occasion a consi¬ 
derable expense to the British Government* 

Article 11* It may he necessary to remark on this article, 
that it is not intended, in every supposable case, that the 
Nwram should continue to pay the whole of the subsidy, until 
the Company’s officers shall have obtained complete posses¬ 
sion of the ceded countries. It must necessarily happen, that 
some districts will be evacuated by his 1 Ugliness^ officers at 
an earlier period than others ; and it is also possible, that some 
of the Poly gars of those districts may oppose a temporary 
resistance to the introduction of the Company’s authority. In 
the former case, a regular account shall be opened with the 
Nlito; and he shall be credited for the revenues of every 
district from the date of its actual delivery to the Company, 
In the latter case, the resistance of the Polygars shall not 
operate to the prejudice of the Nizam, and his Highness’s 
responsibility for a proportional part of the subsidy, shall 
cease from th6 clay on which the disturbed districts respec¬ 
tively shall be delivered to the Company by his Highness’s 
officers* 

Article 12* The first clause of this article is indispensable 
in a treaty designed, not to lay the foundation of future war,' 
but to guard to the utmost extent of human precaution, 
against the return of that calamity. No reasonable objection 
can be urged against this clause by the Court of Hyderabad* 

For the reasons assigned in the 28th, 27th and 28th para¬ 
graphs of tills despatch, the unlimited exertions of the Nizam 
in the common cause must be secured, with a view to the 
case supposed* 

Article 13, This is the 9th article of your treaty, with a 
slight verbal alteration, I repeat my approbation of your 
prudence in securing by treaty the right of the British Go¬ 
vernment to the exertions of the Court of Hyderabad, in points 
so essential to the success of military operations, as the timely 
collection of Brmjarries, and the establishment of magazines 
of grain. 

Article 14. Requires no remark, being nearly the same as 
the 6th article of your treaty. 

Article 15. The only observation suggested by this article 
has been anticipated in the 3Lst paragraph of this despatch. 
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Article 16th. This is the same as the 11th article of your 
treaty, of which I have already expressed my entire up p rob a- 
tion. 

Article IT, In the 30th paragraph of this despatch* I have 
stated my sentiments with regard to the importance of the 
concession, required by the Nizam in the 1st of your separate 
articles; it is reasonable that some return should be made by 
his Highness, The stipulations of this article ought to he 
deemed unobjectionable by the Court of Hyderabad. The 
maintenance of good order and tranquillity in the ceded dis¬ 
tricts can never be nn object of indifference to the Nizam’s 
Government ; and the present article binds the Company to 
afford his Highness similar assistance whenever he may 
require it. 

It i« not intended by this article, that the subsidiary force, 
or any part of it, should be permanently employed in the 
protection of the ceded countries, or permanently stationed 
in any of the forts comprehended within the limits of those 
districts. In the event of any insurrection of the Toly gars, 
or of the sudden incursion of an enemy, which the ordinary, 
military force stationed in that part of the Company’s terri¬ 
tory may not he sufficient to check, it is proposed, that a 
division-of the subsidiary troops, although stationed within 
his Highness’s frontier, should bo at the command of the 
Company, until the British Government may be enabled to 
dispense with its services. 

Article 18. This article comprehends as much as appears 
to me necessary or proper to be stated in a public treaty, on 
the subject of your ISth and 18th articles. 

Article 19. This article is entirely conformable to the gene¬ 
ral spirit of the treaty. It has no tendency to weaken any of 
the stipulations framed, with a view to the case of any ag¬ 
gression on the part of Dowlut Ran Scindiah. If the Nizam 
should accept the treaty, you will ascertain as soon ns possi¬ 
ble, and report to me the conditions on which his Highness 
would be disposed to admit Dowlut Rao Scindiah to be a 
party to the proposed alliance. At a proper season, I shall 
communicate to you for the information of his Highness, those 
conditions which I should demand from Scindiah on the part 
oi' the Company. 

Article SiO. You are authorized by this article to declare 
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flietreaty to be complete, whenever it shall have been exe¬ 
cuted by you anti the Nizam; and to net upon it accordingly 
without delay, in the same manner as if' I had formally ratified 
it in council. I think it necessary however to repeat, that 
you are empowered to make no other than mere verbal altera¬ 
tions in my draft, that no departure from the substance of any 
one of the articles can be admitted, and that your power of 
verbal alteration is confined strictly to cases of absolute 
necessity. 

Separate Articles. I have consented to annex these separate 
articles to the treaty solely with a view to the gratification of 
the Nizam’s wishes.* It is necessary that you should signify 
these sentiments to his Highness, and inform him, that the 
conditions on which the Peishwa and Rhagojee idiooslah 
should be admitted to the present alliance, appear to me to 
be more proper subjects of verbal discussion and arrange- 
merit between his Highness and the British Government, than 


of a solemn adjustment by treaty. 

Article L—Clause 1. The Nizam is not; entitled by this 
clause to more, on the part of the Company, that! a just arbi¬ 
tration between his Highujjfiss and the Peishwa, founded on 
the basis of the treaty of Mahr. Azim ul Omra has repeat¬ 
edly declared that nothing more is desired by bis court. To 
expect more from the British Government would be an in¬ 
jury to its honour and justice. The Peishwa may possibly 
advance just claims on the Nizam, entirely unconnected with 
the provisions of the treaty of Mhar. Such claims may be 
compromised through the amicable endeavours of the British 
Government; but if any just claim of the Court, ot Poonah on 
that of Hyderabad should be clearly established, we can nei¬ 
ther deny, nor resist it. 1 he Nizam desires that it should 
be an express condition of the admission of the I cishwa 5 o 
the alliance, and the restoration of bis authority in the 
Mnhvatta empire that he should previously renounce for 
ever, all claims of Choute on the territories of the Nizam, 
and should fulfil all the stipulations ol the treaty of Mhar. 
But if the Peishwa shall consent to an adjustment of all his 
claims of every description on the basis of that treaty, 
his Highness the Nizam will obtain all that can reasonably be 
required. 

Article 1.—Clause 2. The 3rd separate article of your treaty 
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^provided solely far the satis faction to be given by the Peishwa 
to the Nizam; but the Company also will be justified in de¬ 
manding from the Peishwa, a just return to them for the ser¬ 
vices to be rendered by their interposition in the affairs of the 
Mahratta empire. This clause requires no further observation. 

Article 1;—Clause fl. This stipulation requires no remark. 

It is sufficiently manifest, that the acquiescence of the 
Peishwain this stipulation is indispensably necessary* to ena¬ 
ble the Company to restore ami maintain his Highness's 
authority. This stipulation is also essential to the permanent 
security of the Nizam; the establishment of a British subsi¬ 
diary force at Poonuh, will for ever preclude all disturbance 
of the Nizams possessions by that restless Court; and will 
contribute materially to the preservation of general tran¬ 
quillity * 

Article #*■—Clause 1. The general tenor of the observations 
applied to the 1st and 2nd clauses of the 1st separate article* 
is equally applicable to this clause, If the Rajah of Berar 
shall accept the present proposal, the Nizam may be assured 
the British Gov eminent will render strict j ustice to his High- 
ness’s rights. 

Article 3.—Clause 2. I have not judged it necessary or 
expedient to disclose more explicitly on the present occasion, 
the precise nature of my objects at the Court of Nagpoor, 

You are already apprized however, by my instructions to the 
Resident at that court* of their general tendency. 1 wish Rha- 
gojee Bhooslah to accept a permanent subsidiary force from 
the Company. Such an arrangement would prove his most 
effectual security against Dowlitt RaoScindiah. I also wish to 
obtain the province of Cuttak, either by a territorial assign¬ 
ment from the Rajah in exchange for subsidy, or by an agree¬ 
ment between the Rajah and the Company for a reasonable 
equivalent from the Company, either in money or territory. 
The Court of Hyderabad possesses the means of promoting the 
success of my views, in respect to the acquisition of Cut t a k* and 
X therefore desire you to pay the most particular attention to 
this object; and to avail yourself of the earliest possible occa¬ 
sion of ascertaining the sentiments and disposition of Azim 
ill Gmra on the subject. 

The possessions of the Nizam in Berar would probably 
constitute an ample equivalent, with regard to revenue for 





Cuttak. You will direct your observation to tins suggestion, 
and you will consider the means of inducing the Court of 
Hyderabad to exchange the territory in question for Cuttak, 
with a view to the transfer erf the latter to the Company t the 
cession to Rhagojee Bhooslafe, of EHchpoo* and of the other 
districts of Rerar now occupied by the Nizam, would evi¬ 
dently conduce more than any other posable arrangement, to 
the establishment arid preservation of harmony between those 
two powers; and would probably secure from the Rajah of 
Berar a renunciation of all claims of Choute on the dominions 
of the Nizam. It is generally understood^ that the nett reve¬ 
nue derived by the Court of Nagpoor from the province of 
Cuttak* constitutes an inconsiderable branch of Rhagojee 
Bliooslah’a resources. 

Secret—Article 3. Any detailed article, stipulating rules 
for the division of eventual conquests is irreconcilable to the 
spirit and object of this treaty. I cannot consent to any such 
article; and even in the expressions of the article now under 
consideration, I have made a concession to the Court of J lyder- 
8feud, to which it cannot assert any actual right 

It is hardly necessary to apprize you, that the latitude 
allowed you with regal’d to verbal alterations to be even¬ 
tually admitted in the public articles of this treaty, must be 
exercised with peculiar reserve and caution in respect to the 
secret and separate articles. 

I shall transmit to you with all practical despatch, a draft 
of a treaty of commerce to he proposed to the' Court ot 
Hyderabad * The unaccountable indisposition manifested 
by that court to entertain this subject, has suggested to me 
the expediency of separating it entirely from the treaty ot 
alliance, and of opening a distinct commercial negotiation. 
The repugnance of the Nizam to this measure may, I trust, 
be overcome, since my propositions will not only secure to his 
Highness a perfect reciprocity of advantages, but also the 
free use of a sea-port, and the protection of the British hag. 
To these concessions it is roy intention to add, as a present 
from the Company to his Highness, a vessel of Considerable 
burden completely equipped. 

The artifice employed by Azim ul Omta, (and stated in 


* See Appendix, 
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'four letter No, 84, dated the olst of May,) for the purpose 
of anticipating the advantages of the depending treaty, is 
suitable to his temper and genius* You will omit no exer¬ 
tion to frustrate the mischievous effects of this unworthy 
attempt He must be distinctly informed, that whenever 
the treaty now proposed shall he finally concluded. Colonel 
Palmer will be instructed to declare explicitly to the Peishwa 
and to Dowlut Kao Scindiah, that the British Government 
from the period of that formal notification, will consider any 
unprovoked aggression against the Nizam, as an aggression 
against the Company; and accordingly, if the Nizam should 
execute the treaty, you will communicate the event to the 
Resident of Poonah, together with a copy of this despatch, 
ami of the treaty, and you will inform him, that it is my 
order that he should make the proper notifications to the 
Peishwa and Scindiah, according to the tenor of tins para¬ 
graph, You will explain to him that he is not authorized to 
communicate to the Peishwa and Scindiah any other articles 
of this treaty, than the 1st, £nd, 16th, 18th and 19th articles, 
Azim id Omra must also be apprized, that 1 will not suffer 
the slightest deception to be practised on this important 
subject; and that I have already adopted effectual measures 
for the purpose of removing the false impression which his 
unauthorized and unwarrantable communication to the Peish¬ 
wa s vakeels was evidently calculated to produce. You will 
take this occasion of signifying distinctly to Azim ul Omni, 
that no engagements whatever are to he presumed to be finally 
concluded, merely because the British Resident has expressed 
his consent to them, especially when the Resident has de¬ 
clared any doubts of obtaining the final ratification of the 
Governor-General in council. While the Resident's public 
acts are declared by him, to be exactly conformable to his 
instructions, a confidence may justly be entertained that no 
alteration will be made by the supreme authority of the go 
veniment which he represents. Under any other circum¬ 
stances, the direct sanction of the Governor-General in 
council is absolutely requisite to give valid effect to every 
public instrument. 

If you should have reason to suppose, that the Court of 
Hyderabad will reject the treaty now offered by my authority, 
you will communicate your opinion to the Resident at Poonah, 



and you will desire him without delay, to declare to the 
Feishwa and to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, in the most explicit and 
public manner, that the political relations? subsisting between 
the Company and his Highness the Nizam, remain on the 
basis of the treaty of 1798, and have Suffered no alteration 
whatever. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

W ftLLESLEY. 


No. LXXX. 

Sit Sidney Smith to the Murqnew WelMng. 

M v Loud, Ottoman Camp, Jaffa, June 27 tli, 1800 . 

I have considered it my duty, as the military commander, 
immediately opposed to the French force, whose progress, it 
was expected, would affect the British possessions in India 
to keep your Lordship constantly well informed of their mo¬ 
tions and powers, but Mr, Morier, Secretary to his Majesty’s 
Ambassador at the Porte, having informed me that it was in 
his instructions to correspond with your Lordship, and his 
situation in the camp of his Highness the Vizier enabling 1 hitn 
to inform you of those details which were more immediately 
interesting to you to know, I have not thought it necessary 
to extend my correspondence with India ot late, beyond my 
communication with the Admiral commanding bis Majesty’s 
ships in the Red Sea, and Colonel Murray, whom I have 
placed hi correspondence with such of the Ottoman ofheers 
as are immediately near him* Mr. Morier will have written 
to your Lordship on the projected operations, but observing 
that he expresses more confidence in the military means ol 
the Turks than in my opinion they are entitled to; T hope I 
may be allowed, without presumption, considering my expe¬ 
rience of them to differ with that gentleman, having no sort 
of confidence that they can ever prevail against the French, 
or indeed that, after the checks they have met with, they can 
ever be brought to face the French army again, even if the 
Turkish Ministry should recover from the impression ot 
French superiority, which has succeeded the misplaced con- 
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tempt they had, or pretended to have, for their opponents, 
so as to venture to give an order to that effect. The Turkish 
troops may do real service as light troops on the flanks of 
regular European battalions, supported by European artil¬ 
lery ; but alone they can do* nothing* and the repeated de¬ 
feats they have met with so discourages the country that the 
Government may be induced to dose with the friendly over¬ 
tures of the French from a sense of inability to do otherwise, 
particularly if the combined fleets again make their appear¬ 
ance in the Mediterranean, We may thus see the little they 
can do turned against us, and improved by the French, unless 
we expel the latter from Egypt, before they take fresh root, 
and make new establishments and connections under their 
present leader, Abdulla Me mm, the successor of General 
Kleber, whose public profession of the Mahommeduu religion 
gives him the same right of command over the Turks as the 
Beyrf of Egypt> or indeed any of those who fill the first offices 
of the empire, and who have risen to them from being Chris¬ 
tian staves. General Kleber had made a fresh offer to carry 
through his measure of evacuation the moment it should be¬ 
come practicable; but the atrocious assassination of that 
liberal man, and the succession of a renegade, the chief of 
the Colonist party, at the moment of the notification being 
made that the convention was ratified by our Government, 
throws tilings back into a worse state than they were at first, 
and the only chance we now have of the evacuation taking 
place is, the aversion of the majority of the army to remain 
in a climate so little congenial to the temperament and habits 
of Frenchmen, merely to realize the speculation of the Colo¬ 
nists or the gigantic projects of Buonaparte, who they know 
would rather sacrifice the whole of them thereto than see 
them return to France, to increase the number of the discon¬ 
tented there, Their present leader, Abdulla Memm, has not 
their confidence, therefore it is not likely he will be able to 
realize what it appears, however, probable he will attempt; 
he is the only officer who has embraced the Maho mined an 
religion; and the soldiers (whether those who have no reli¬ 
gion at all, or the bon paymn y who has not forgot wliat the 
curate of his village taught him) look with contempt or indig¬ 
nation on their General going barefoot into a mosque to kiss 
the pavement, among the stupid herd they despise as ene- 
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care not to court as friends; still, however, the 
worst is to he guarded against, and I watch closely for any 
symptoms of a movement to the eastward, of which X nave 
none as yet; it is the facility alone which awakens my atten¬ 
tion, and induces me to call your Lordship’s to it; and, per¬ 
haps, the best bar to any such project would he to give them 
so much occupation m Egypt, on ad sides, as to render such 
a movement, should they make it the appearance of a flight 
before a superior force, rather than a pursuit of the Vizier, 
To this end I have written to Murad Bey, in concert with his 
Highness, to prevent that indefatigable Chief from prolong¬ 
ing his truce with the French till it becomes a peace, or till 
they have brought over his remaining Mamelukes to them. 

I have met the advances of the other Beys in the Ottoman 
camp, who look to English liberality to interpose in case the 
usual policy of tiie Osmanlis should intend to sacrifice them ; 
and I must say, in justice to the Vizier, that I have found 
his Highness well disposed to listen to the suggestion of 
European policy; admitting that alt who are not against us 
in this question of the recovery of Egypt are for us, and 
should be encouraged to become active agents. X have writ¬ 
ten to Lord Keith, who at present holds Genoa closely 
blockaded by sea, while the Austrians do the same by land, 
to point out the necessity which has arisen for tne British 
troops originally destined for Egypt coming up before the 
winter, his Lordship having informed me there are 6,000 at 
Mahon. This situation of tilings may decide your Lordship 
to reinforce Colonel Murray, and thus the French may be 
completely surrounded, and an efficient protection afforded 
to such of them as may be inclined to surrender, which no 
circumstances can induce them to do to 1 urks, whose cruelty 
and perfidy are a bar to all capitulations on any other terms 
than those" of the convention. Neither could ! have required 
them to lay down their arms, had we been the superior force, 
without the power or the means of affording them such pro¬ 
tection, at a time when 1 knew that a most perfidious and 
atrocious plan existed of “ inflicting punishment and exer¬ 
cising the most consummate vengeance on them, as was 
officially notified to me at the same time, that all right of in¬ 
terference to prevent the execution ot such a cruel and faith¬ 
less project was withdrawn from me. 1 hanks to the liberality 
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Government, I am now authorized to secure the faith¬ 
ful observance of the engagements contracted with the enemy. 


<SL 


and to avert the execution of that design. Ivied)or, in the 
offer lie made soon after the battle, to abide by this conven¬ 
tion whenever the obstacles to its execution weie removed, 
said, he should require some “ modifications," dictated by the 
change of circumstances. General Menou, who does not feel 
himself firmly seated in the command which has devolved to 
him, 1ms answered my letter, announcing the ratification of 
our Government by a reference to the Consuls at 1 avis, while 
he talks of advantages for the republic, which, in my mind, 
amounts to a refusal to execute the conditions Kleber was 
satisfied with. The impatience of his army iway oblige him 
to close with my second overture, which was on its way to 
Cairo when his letter, dated the iiOtli of dune, came to me, 
meanwhile X am going off to Alexandria, there to continue the 
blockade, and keep up a demonstration of attack on that 
quarter till one can really be effected. It is necessary for us, 
at the same time, to keep a sharp look out to the northward, 
lest the French and Spanish fleets combined should again 
slip by ours, and go direct to the Dardanelles, which afford 
no vV . y formidable defence to that passage, in which case the 
ferment in the capital won id paralyse every effort of Govern¬ 
ment, and Constantinople would become the fulcrum of a new 
revolutionary lever, which Buonaparte, I know, projects to 
employ against your Lordship’s Government. Cord Keith 
writes' me word this combined fleet in Brest is thirty-six sail 
of the line, independent of what Cadiz and Cartbageuu may 
furnish; it has 17,000 troops on board, and its destination is 
said to be Ireland, Portugal, or Alexandria. Ireland is too 
tranquil since the union has gone through both houses there, 
for it to be worth Buonaparte's while to sacrifice a fleet to 
that object. Portugal does not afford any great temptation, 
and Alexandria has no harbour for a fleet. While the navy 
of Turkey, the realization of a favourite scheme, and the 
indirect relief of the Egyptian army, offer Inm an increase of 
power, a gratification to lus pride, and a justification of his 
desertion, all which are become of such absolute necessity to 
him, that he must turn lita views where these advantages are 
to bo found. The season will suit such an operation in Sep¬ 
tember, when the Equinoctial gales drive our fleets in, and 
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offer a Fair N* W, wind to Gibraltar, and from thence a fair 
S. W, one, all the way up to Constantinople- This is a pro¬ 
ject which just suits the genius of Buonaparte, and t propose 
great pleasure to myself, in thwarting his views by anticipa¬ 
tion, and by opposing the means of resistance when the time 
may come. The evil is as yet far removed from your Lord¬ 
ship. T look, however, with confidence to your meeting it 
more than half way, as you did in the Mysore, thereby ena 
bling us to keep the minds of the people of this country awake 
to our power, to protect or punish them as they may deserve; 
at present they need our protection, they look to ns for it, 
and they ought not to be disappointed, lost they should look 
elsewhere. The opinion of the inhabitants is, as may well be 
supposed, from all circumstances of tradition, a- well as re¬ 
cent events, much more in our favour than in that of the 
Atheistical French- The appearance of a British force in 
the Red Sea has had every good effect already, but Colonel 
Murray does not appear to have more than force enough to 
keep Cosseir; l wish he may be able to do that, for then the 
Sheriff of Mecca will be on our side, to keep the corn trade 
open, which in necessary to the existence of Arabia; and we 
have an entrance into Egypt by which we may get hold of the 
Nile, and render Cairo equally dependent without striking a 
stroke more than we ehuse* The difficulties of a second ex¬ 
pedition to the Cataracts being such as past experience will 
prevent the French army ever attempting, in any force, even 
if they could spare the men. One of the greatest difficulties 
is the climate, which is very unfavourable to Europeans; I 
should hope, however, less so to those who have been sea¬ 
soned by an Indian campaign. General ))esaix assured me 
that, of 3,000 men he had with him, SGO (himself, for the 
time, among the number) became blind in a three days' march, 
and the depot being attacked, the hospital was obliged to 
defend itself by one man that could sec, being placed to di¬ 
rect the fire of a squad, who could not; this is such a serious 
evil, that I think it necessary to send your Lordship what has 
been written on it by the Physician of the army of Egypt, 
who, by so much as he was ever the decided and open oppo¬ 
nent of Buonaparte, I must consider as the friend of mankind. 
'This man and I, as your Lordship sees by his note on the 
title page, are agreed to prevent useless evil and make war, 
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it ought to bo between civilize<1 nations,) a fair contest 
for great political objects towards the amelioration of human 
society, and not for the diminution of the species. If this 
sentiment had been more genera!, we should not now m com¬ 
bining new military operations for the recovery of Egypt* or 
the security of the Ottoman Empire, for we had obtained the 
former, and the latter was secured from future similar expe¬ 
ditions by the return of the halt, the blind, and the dissatis¬ 
fied to France, to deter others from coming. Europe took 
fright at the idea of the return of the rest, although it left us 
to fight them daily with inefficient means. We were told to 
disarm them, although we were the inferior force j and we 
were told too, officially, to allow Turkish policy to take its 
course, although its nature is at once repugnant to our senti¬ 
ments as men of honour, and its success cannot be productive 
of any great result worthy of Englishmen to he concerned in. 
Ashes and bones (in which their own are the most numerous) 
having beer* the only fruits of their sanguinary violence in 
Cairo, when left to themselves. 

I ha ve the honour to be, 
with sincere respect and esteem, 
your Lordship's faithful and moat humble Servant, 

W. Sidney Smith* 


No. LXXXI. 

Mr . Marier to (ha Marques WtUtdeij, 

My Lord, Grand Vizier's Camp, Jaffa* June 28 th, 1800 . 

I have the honour to enclose, for your Lordship’s informa¬ 
tion, the copies of my last instructions (accompanying the 
determination of Government on the convention of El Ariah) 
from Lord-Elgin. That circumstance was immediately com- 
municated to the French Commander-in-Chief whose answer 
to Sir Sidney Smith l have the honour to enclose. It speaks 
for itself, and shuts the door, for the present, against all idea 
of the evacuation on those terms. Much is it to be regretted, 
that, under the present circumstances, the inability of the 
Turks is such, that 1 despair of their driving the enemy out 
by force, without the assistance of European troops. Klebers 
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' t™ eS ^ or '? decidedly of the Colonist party, ho professes 
Mussulmamsni, and is the man who protested against the con¬ 
vention, and gave in his resignation in consequence. From 
those circumstances we may augur, that he will do his utmost 
to maintain the pouvitry. 

It was in contemplation to send land forces to Egypt from 
England, and l believe that the idea is not given up. If go 
what may not we hope from the exertions on this side, com- 
uried with those of the victorious bands from India, England 
would then complete the glorious work begun at Aboukir, 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Lord, 

Your Excellency s most obedient, humble Servant, 


J. P, Moeiee* 


No* LXXXII. 

Tfw Marque** fFettaley to Jonathan Du man. Esq. 

Bombay July 2nd, \tm. 

1 have h e ei > favoured with your letter dated the 24th of 
May* 

The jurisdiction of the court of the Recorder of Bombay 
arises from the statute and letters patent by which that court 
is constituted. All questions, therefore, with respect to its 
jurisdiction must be determined according to the true mean¬ 
ing and cons truction of that stat ute, and of those letters pa¬ 
tent, and not by reference to the authority exercised by the 
supreme court here in similar cases* The determination of 
those questions belongs, in the first instance* to the court of 
the Recorder itself, and ultimately to his Majesty in Council 
as a court of appeal. 

f;or your satisfaction, however, and for the purpose of as¬ 
sisting your judgment in framing regulations for the adminis¬ 
tration of justice in Surat, I shall state the following castes, in 
which the provincial courts of judicature and magistrates of 
Bengal exercise jurisdiction over British subjects resident in 
the Mofussil, whether they are or are not in the civil or mili¬ 
tary service of his Majesty or of the Honourable the English 
East India Company. 
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^ '^^TKe magistrals of the several ‘KUlahs ami Cities are all 
appointed justices of the peace, by commissions issued ac- 
cording to the provisions for that purpose, contained in the 
statute of the 83rd of his present Majesty, ch, 5% and in 
that capacity, as well as under the orders and regulations of 
thin government, they are bound to receive any charges that 
may be preferred to them for murder, or for any other crime 
against British subjects, either in or out of the her vice of Ins 
Majesty or of the Company; and, if the charges made be of 
sufficient magnitude, and if the evidence adduced appear to 
the magistrate sufficient to support them, they are also bound 
to apprehend such British subjects, and to send them to 
Calcutta in safe custody, to be proceeded against in the 
usual manner in the supreme court of judicature, 

The provincial courts do not exercise any jurisdiction 
whatever over the civil and military servants of his Majesty 
and of the East India Company, in civil cases, where the 
claim is of a private nature. 

But alt the civil servants of the Company employed in the 
collection of every branch of the public revenue, the provi¬ 
sion of the Company’s investment, and the manufacture of 
salt, arc amenable to the courts of civil judicature for their 
official acts, and for all claims which may be made on them, 
connected with those acts under the several rules prescribed 
in the printed regulations. 

The regulation which renders British subjects, not in the 
service of liis Majesty or of the East India Company, ame¬ 
nable to the courts of the districts in which they are permit¬ 
ted to reside for claims of a private nature, made on them by 
natives not exceeding five hundred rupees has not been ex¬ 
tended to the servants of his Majesty or of the Company, and 
I entertain considerable doubts of the policy of subjecting 
them to the jurisdiction of the provincial courts for such 
demands, 

T shall liereafter acquaint you with my sentiments as to the 
jurisdiction heretofore exercised by the mayor’s court over 
that class of the inhabitants of Surat denominated the ser¬ 
vants and dependants of the English factory at Surat j TI at 
all events, that jurisdiction, as now transferred to the court 
of the Recorder, cannot attach on the great body of the in¬ 
habitants, who were before subject to the immediate autfao- 
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_the Nabob of Surat, and who arc now become ame¬ 
nable to the authority of the British Government under the 
late treaty with that Nabob. The court of the Recorder will 
not, I conclude, make any attempt to exercise jurisdiction 
over this description of persons ; but, if any such attempt 
shall be made you will direct the law officers of your Govern¬ 
ment to oppose it; and, in case of a determination against 
them, to appeal to his Majesty in council; ami, in the inter¬ 
val, the necessary precautions must be taken to prevent the 
exercise of any jurisdiction by the court of Recorder over 
the city of Surat which might disturb the unity of the Go¬ 
vernment of that City, and distract the allegiance ol the inha¬ 
bitants. 

I request that you will bo pleased to order more full en¬ 
quiries to be made as to the grounds of the jurisdiction, 
which, in the cases above mentioned, has been heretofore ex¬ 
ercised by the mayor’s court at Surat, and that you will com¬ 
municate to me the result, And I request also that you will 
transmit to me a copy of the opinion recently delivered by 
your attorney at Bombay respecting the jurisdiction of the. 
Recorder’s Court within the undent limits of the factory of 
TelHcherry. 

With regard to natives actually and bona fide in the civil 
or military service of the Company, and of British subjects 
whose habitations are not within the local limits of Calcutta, 
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they are amenable exclusively to the jurisdiction of the pro¬ 
vincial courts, in all matters of inheritance, or succession to 
goods or lands, and in all matters of dealing or contract, 
which arc of a civil nature only, and which do not come 
within the description of torts or trespasses occasioned by 
violence or wrong, hi criminal cases, the Supreme Court 
has jurisdiction over natives of that description, provided 
the offence be committed in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa; and 
1 urn informed, that formerly, this jurisdiction was here con¬ 
ceived by some of the judges, to be exclusive, lire opinion 
of the present judges, however, is said to be different, and 
now I have little reason to doubt that the determination of 
the Supreme Court would be, that the provincial courts have 
a concurrent jurisdiction over such natives. Intact, there¬ 
fore, the prosecutor appears to have an option of resorting to 
the Supreme Court or to the Provincial Courts; and, in the 
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jent state of this country, every purpose which the le 
.atuie could have had in view, in rendering persons of the 
description in question amenable at all to the Supreme Court 
may be attained by this construction of the law, at the same 
time that it obviates the ruinous consequences with regard to 
the authority of the Government as well as the highly incon¬ 
venient, and often very oppressive effects on the parties them¬ 
selves, which would result from holding the offenders t:o he 
exclusively amenable to the jurisdiction of the burpreme 


Court* 

I consider these principles to be equally applicable lu na¬ 
tives ill the service of the Company on your establishment, 
both at Surat, and in every other part of the territories sub¬ 
ject to your government out of the local limits of Bombay, 
Subjects of all foreign States, whether Indian or European, 
residing at Surat, are on the same footing, and subject to the 
same jurisdiction with the natives -themselves, who compose 
the great body of the inhabitants of Surat, 

The Armenians and other Christians resident there* are 
also on the same footing and subject to the same jurisdiction 
with the natives who compose the great body of the inha¬ 


bitants of Surat* 

The jurisdiction of the Courts of British Law established 
by the Acts of Parliament and Ttoyal Charters over persons 
who are not British subjects, does not at all depend on the 
religion of such persons, but on their residence within the 
limits of the local jurisdiction of the respective Courts, or on 
their being in the service of the Company, or of persons w ho 
are British subjects. The Supreme Court does not claim 
or exercise any jurisdiction over Armenians or native Cln is~ 
tians residing out of the limits of the Town of Calcutta* 

The Supreme Court does not exercise any jurisdiction 
over natives residing within the ancient limits of the factories 
of Chittagong, Cossimbuzar, Luitipoor or Patna, on account 
of their residence, or for any cause whatever, except such as 
render other natives residing in any other parts of the Bri¬ 
tish Territories, out of the Town of Calcutta subject to its 
jurisdiction. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

WgtxesleV* 


tfururjf 
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General Ko elder to the Marquess ft'eUeblty* 

Camp of the Grand Vriter, flafiri in Syria, 
My Loro, 9th July, 1800. 

[Received 20th February, 180L] 

Having just arrived at the Camp of his Highness the 
Grand Vizier with a detachment of his Majesty's troops to 
assist in the prosecution of the war against the enemy in 
Egypt, I am charged by Mr, Morier, just returned to Con¬ 
stantinople, to have the honour to correspond with your 
Lordship on the military and political state of affairs in this 
quarter* I in consequence take the liberty of in forming your 
Lordship that by the late answer from the French General 
Menou, successor to General Kleber, all further attempts at 
terminating hostilities in this quarter by means of negotia¬ 
tions are entirely precluded. He has declared that he will 
maintain the possession of Egypt against every opponent, 
even were he to remain alone, and has completely disavowed 
the powers of Kleber to treat for the evacuation of Egypt, 
by declaring that every negotiation for that purpose must be 
referred to the French Government. His Highness the 
Grand Vizier appears to be very well satisfied with this de¬ 
termination, and equally determined to prosecute hostilities 
with the utmost vigour, to compel them to solicit a capitula¬ 
tion upon more reasonable terms than those which they hud 
lately surprised from him. 

The Vizier seems really to be in earnest. Great quanti¬ 
ties of ordnance and military stores arrive daily, indeed the 
means which he already has at his disposal I look upon to be 
sufficient to perform the service required, if they possessed 
the knowledge of employing them with advantage. I wish it 
may be in our power to render them some assistance in that 
respect, they appear at present well disposed to attend to 
our suggestions; but much is to he done to bring them info 
tolerable order, and to make them adopt indispensable regu¬ 
lations of service. 

Your Lordship has, I believe, been informed that his Ex- 



cellency the Captain Pasha id at sea with a formidable squa- 
dr on, anil that Sir Sidney Smith has joined him with the 
ships and vessels under his command- To cut off all commu¬ 
nication with France, and multiplied attacks upon the Coast 
of Egypt* I have understood to he the objects of this com¬ 
bined squadron. 

A diversion in Upper Egypt by troops from India, by the 
wav of Cosseir, or any other points would facilitate the opera¬ 
tions to be carried on from hence, and might be reinforced by 
detachments from this army ; but L think stray duty to adver¬ 
tise your Lordship that great caution h necessary with regard 
to Murad Bey, who is affirmed to be gained over to the enemy, 
and with his Mamelukes at present encamped with them near 
Cairo ; but this information is likewise liable to caution, as it 
is founded upon a report made by an officer sent to Cairo by 
Sir Sidney Smith, who had it from the enemy ; but both the 
Vizier and Ibrahim Bey, the rival of Murad Bey, who is at 
present encamped here, declare they can depend upon him ; 
they may, or may not be deceived by him ; information from 
an *memy is always suspicious. 

The enemy are said to have at present, m Egypt, 15,000 
French troops, and 10,000 Greeks and Copts that they have 
raised and disciplined. They are likewise said to be making 
every disposition of defence, and have great confidence of 
success ; but this, I believe to be overcharged. It is like¬ 
wise the result of the information as above ; but even so, 
from so great an extent of country to occupy and defend, and 
so many places to garrison which cannot be neglected; the 
active force liable to be opposed upon any given point must 
be very small—not more than six or eight thousand men* 

Our error hitherto has been partial and insulated attacks ; 
should we once be fortunate enough to combine our opera¬ 
tions so as to attack, at the same time, at such distant places 
as along the Coast of Egypt from Alexandria to Damietta 
from Upper Egypt threatening Cairo, and by the army of 
the Vizier along the Frontier, from Damietta to Suez, it 
would be almost impossible for the enemy not to be so dis¬ 
persed as to he weak everywhere, or to neglect one or the 
other of those points, which would be enabled to make a 
great progress, and facilitate the operations of the others* 



This is the plan; I have it in contemplation to propose to 
the Vizier* and to assist, with his Majesty's troops under my 
orders, in the execution of. 


) have the honour to he, with great respect, 

My Lord, 

Vour Excellency's most obedient humble Servant, 

Geo. Frederick Koehler. 
Brigadier-General in command, &c. 
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The Marquess fFellesley to his Excellency Vice-Admiral Rainier. 

Sir, Fort William, July 0th, 1800. 

The tenour of the advices from Lieut .-Colonel Murray, 
dated Mocha, 1st of June, 1800, combined with other consi¬ 
derations which I shall have the honour to state to your Ex¬ 
cellency on a future occasion, confirms me in opinion that il¬ 
ls inexpedient, at this period, to prosecute the intended expe¬ 
dition to Batavia. 

I therefore request your Excellency to discontinue ah 
preparations for that expedition, and .1 take the liberty of 
recommending to your Excellency, in the most earnest man¬ 
ner, to remain in these seas, with as many of his Majesty's 
ships as you may find it practicable to collect together, with a 
view to the defence of the Coasts of India against any at¬ 
tempt which may be made by France from Europe, or event¬ 
ually for the purpose of frustrating any designs which she 
may have formed of .assisting General Kleber in Egypt by 
the co-operation of a naval force in the Red Sea. 

I have now under my consideration the possibility and 
expediency of sending a military force from India to Egypt 
by the Red Sea; and I shall hereafter have the honour to 
communicate to your Excellency the result of my opinion on 
that difficult and embarrassing question. 

1 have the honour to be, &e. 

Wellesley. 
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77//- Governor* General hi Qmncil to the Hornurable Court t f Directors. 

Honourable Sir s, Fort William, July 9ih f 18CX>. 

The great pressure of the numerous and important duties 
now performed immediately by the Governor-General in 
Council* lias induced us to fake a review of the constitution of 
the Government-General, considered as the supreme autho¬ 
rity in India. 

It has been bis Lordship's object in this review to deter¬ 
mine what duties now executed immediately by the Gover¬ 
nor-General in Council ought still to be performed by him; 
what duties ought to be delegated to other establishments, 
and lastly to make a permanent provision for the due dis¬ 
charge of those duties which the Governor-General in Coun¬ 
cil must necessarily retain* as well as of those which it has 
been deemed advisable he should relinquish. 

In the discussion of these important questions we have not 
hesitated to consider the extensive and valuable possessions 
to the government of which the Company have succeeded, 
as a great Empire. To view those possessions in any other 
light, must, we are persuaded, always lead to the most erro¬ 
neous conclusions as to the principles of policy by which 
they ought to be governed* 

The early administration of the Company succeeded to 
the despotic power of the native princes. 

Those princes, as in other despotic governments, united in 
their own persons the whole legislative, executive, and judi¬ 
cial powers of the State, and exercised them according to the 
dictates of their own discretion. 

No form of Government could be so ill adapted to these 
countries when they became dependent possessions of the 
British Empire, subject to be governed by persona occasion¬ 
ally deputed from the Mother Country. 

Experience of the evils attendant rm this form of Govern¬ 
ment conducted by a delegated British administration, led to 
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the modelling of the Governmert of Bengal, on principles 
drawn from the British constitution. 

A distribution of the legislative, executive, and judicial 
powers of the state, analogous to that which forms the basis 
of the British Constitution, was made the foundation of the 
new constitution of the Government of Bengal* 

Considerations, however, arising out of the nature of our 
situation in this country demanded that these fundamental 
principles of the British Constitution should be introduced 
with a variety of modifications* 

The lines between these three authorities were distinctly 
drawn, but it was obviously necessary that the G overnor-Ge¬ 
neral in Council should exercise exclusively the entire legis¬ 
lative authority. 

But at the same time that we excluded out native sub- 
jeets from all participation in the legislative authority, abun¬ 
dant security was afforded to them, that the exercise of that 
authority would always be directed to their happiness and 
benefit. 

Tlie confirmation of their ancient laws in all matters con¬ 
nected with their religious prejudices, or their domestic re¬ 
lations, formed one of the first acts of the Governor-General 
in Council under the new constitution* 

Provision was also made for ascertaining the sense which 
the people might entertain of the laws and regulations en¬ 
acted for the government of the country, by the authority 
given to the judges of all the Courts of Judicature to pro¬ 
pose such general or local laws as, from their intercourse 
with the natives in tlie administration of justice, might ap¬ 
pear to them necessary to promote the public happiness and 
prosperity. 

As an effectual security against every abuse of the legisla¬ 
tive power vested in the Governor-General in Council, it was 
made a f undamental principle of the new constitution, that lie 
shall print and publish every legislative Act in a form which 
renders him responsible to his country for the unjust or un¬ 
wise exercise of that power. 

The executive authority was of necessity also exclusively 
vested in the Governor-General in Council* 

No check can be imposed on the Governor-General in 
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ouncil in the exercise of this authority in the regulation of 
our connection with the foreign States of India, But as our 
own interest, and that of our subjects with regard to those 
connections are necessarily the same, they have the best se¬ 
curity that the most effectual means will always be taken to 
protect the country from foreign enemies. 

With regard to all acts of the executive power as they re¬ 
late to the internal government of the country, the people 
possess the same security against any infringement by this 
power of the rights and principles which have been granted 
to them by the laws, as is enjoyed under the British Consti¬ 
tution- 

It xvas judged advisable, however* to restrict the contrail] 
over the executive authority to cases actually provided for by 
the regulations. But as legislative provisions are made for 
all cases not included in the existing laws as such cases arise* 
the discretionary power which the Governor-General in coun¬ 
cil may now exercise in cases of that nature, must in progress 
of time entirely cease. 

As constituting tlie Courts of Sadder Dewanny Adawlut 
and the Nizanmt, or the chief civil or criminal Courts, the 
Governor-General in council also exorcises a large portion 
of the judicial power. 

The reasons which originally occasioned the continuance 
of the entire legislative and executive authority in the Gover¬ 
nor-General in council, are obviously of a permanent nature. 

There is no change in our situation in this country, which 
can be supposed, in which it would be expedient to admit any 
part of our native subjects to participate in the legislative 
authority with the Governor-General in council. 

The same principle applies to the executive imthoi ity of the 
Governor-General in council, as far as regards the relations 
of the British possessions with foreign states. It can never be 
expedient that our native subjects should he allowed to inter¬ 
fere in those relations, or that any local restrictions should be 
imposed on the Governor-General m council, in the conduct 
of them. 

With regard to the executive authority of the Governor- 
General in council, as as far as relates to the internal govern¬ 
ment of the country, this authority can only be vested in 



him* But the nature of our situation affords additional reasons 
for uLihje ting the executive authority in this branch gradu¬ 
ally to the complete contrcml of tire law, in the same manner 
as that authority is restricted by the laws of the British 
constitution* 

While our political security demands that the entire legis¬ 
lative and executive authority should continue to be vested 
exclusively in the Governor -General in council agreeably to 
the principles of the existing constitution * it is at the same 
time a satisfaction to know, that under the checks which are 
imposed on the Governor-General in council in the exercise 
of these powers, the union of them in his hands, (notwith¬ 
standing the objections to which this union may be liable 
in theory) is perfectly compatible with the ends of good 
government 

There are no circumstances however connected with our 
political situation in this country, which require that the 
Governor-General in council should continue to exercise any 
portion of the judicial authority* 

It is equally necessary to the happiness of the people, to the 
prosperity of the country, and to the stability of the British 
Government, that such laws as the Governor-General in 
council may sanction in his legislative capacity, should be ad¬ 
ministered with ability, integrity, impartiality and expedition* 
All the provisions made by the British constitution for pre¬ 
cluding the legislative and the executive powers of the state, 
from any interference in the administration of the laws, are 
not only applicable to the government of this country, but, if 
it were possible, demand to be strengthened* 

An efficient controul may be exercised from England over 
the conduct of the Governor-General in council* in his legis¬ 
lative capacity* But no effectual controul can be exercised 
over him in the administration of the laws, and he may render 
the laws altogether nugatory by abuses, omissions, or delays 
in their administration* 

It is essentially necessary that the security of private rights 
and property should be rendered altogether independent of 
the characters of those who may be occasionally placed at the 
head of your affairs in this country* This however, can 
never be the case, while (lie Governor-General in council who 
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makes the law, and whose acts in his executive capacity, as 
well as those of the long train of officers who*exercise autho¬ 
rity under him in that capacity also, constitute the chief courts 
which controul the general administration ol justice. 

No inconvenience can arise from divesting the Governor- 
General in council of all immediate interference in the adminis¬ 
tration of the laws, while he has the power of altering at ids 
pleasure the law itself. 

These objections to the exercise of any judicial power by 
the Governor-General in council, arc founded on general and 
established principles of government j but other considera¬ 
tions render this duty incompatible with the proper functions 
of the Governor-General in council. 

The administration of justice in open court, is one of the 
principal securities for its due administration. ' 

The constant appearance of the Governor-General in coun¬ 
cil in an open court of justice would be incompatible with that 
dignity which, to render him competent to the conduct of the 
government, it is essentially necessary that the person invested 
with the supreme executive and legislative power should 
maintain, not only in the estimation of the people immediately 
subject to his government, but also of the foreign powers. 

The presence of the Govern or-General in council in open 
court, would prevent the pleading of causes with becoming free¬ 
dom, No native pleader would venture to contest his opinions, 
and the will of the Governor-General, and not the law would 
be considered as the rule of decision. 

As the Governor-General must necessarily be often unac¬ 
quainted with the languages of the country, this circumstance 
alone would render it impracticable for him to preside at 
trials in open court, unless it should be determined that the 
trials should be conducted in English, and by English pleaders. 

In consequence of these circumstances, the Courts of Sud- 
der Dew army A daw lut, and Nizamut Adawlut are held in the 
council chamber. Neither the parties nor their pleaders are 
in any cases present. The proceedings are translated into 
English, and read to the members of the Court who pass 
their decision, which the register records. 

The necessity of making these translations constitutes the 
chief cause of the delay in the decision of the causes which 
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w ,^bronght before the chief civil and criminal courts. Che 
translations cannot however be dispensed with for the reasons 
above stated- They aTe also requisite for record and trans¬ 
mission to England, as they now constitute the only check on 
the Governor-General in council i n the administration of the 
law; but for these considerations, no translations of the 
proceedings on trials would be necessary. 

But there is another object, unconnected with any of the 
above cons hie ration s* which is of itself siifhcieut to establish 
the necessity of divesting the Gove rnor-General in council of 
the judicial authority now exercised by him. 

A conscientious discharge of the duties ol the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut, and the Nizamut Adawlut, would of itself 
occupy the whole time of the Governor-General in council. 

The proper duties of these courts arc not confined to the 
determination of the causes which are brought before them. 
It is also their duty to superintend the conduct of all the 
other courts, to watch over the general police of the country, 
and to frame for the consideration of the Governor-General 
in council, new laws as cases may arise demanding further 
legislative provisions. 

When your Honourable Court shall advert to the extent 
of your dominions, to their population, to their growing 
prosperity, and to the consequent multiplied concerns of 
individuals, it will at once be evident that it Is physical!) 
impossible that the Governor-General in council can ever 
dedicate that time and attention to the duties of these courts, 
which must necessarily be requisite for their due discharge. 

It is impossible to have the benefit of a regular and sys¬ 
tematic government without numerous laws, and tor the due 
administration of those laws, the necessary establishments 


must be provided. 

Of the value of a system of government founded on these 
principles as connected with your permanent interests, a com¬ 
petent judgment may be formed by a comparison of the present 
state of your territories in Bengal, with that of your ancient 
possessions on the coast of Coromandel, as described hi the 
able report of the Board of Revenue at Fort St. George, for¬ 
warded to your Honourable Court by this despatch. 

These considerations have induced us to determine, tindei 
the sanction of the clause of the act, oi the year 
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the reign of liis present Majesty, that the Govern or-Gene- 
ral, ami the members of council shall not constitute the Court 
of Stickler Dewanny Adawlut in future, but that distinct 
judges shall be appointed to preside in, that court, with all 
the powers and authorities now exercised by the Governor- 
General and the members of council, as the judges of that 


court. 

We have also determined, that the same judges shall con¬ 
stitute the Court of Nizamut Adawlut, with all the powers 
now exercised by the Governor-General and the members of 
council, as judges of that court. 

The adoption of this arrangement will establish the pros¬ 
perity of your dominions in Bengal, on the most solid founda¬ 
tions* Your Honourable Court will yourselves be able to 
exercise the most effectual controul over the Governor-Gene¬ 
ral in council in his legislative capacity, as his acts printed 
and published come under your revision- His executive au¬ 
thority as far as regards the internal government, will be 
subject to the controul of the laws, and the due administra¬ 
tion of the laws, will be secured by the courts appointed to 
ml minister them being rendered entirely distinct, both from 
the executive and legislative authority, at the same time that 
the conduct of the judges of the superior courts, will be 
subject to the most vigilant controul on the part of the ese- 
cutive power. 

The necessity of divesting the Governor-General in council 
of the exercise of any judicial authority at some future period 
was foreseen at the first establishment oi the present consti¬ 
tution. it will accordingly appear, that throughout the code 
of regulations the powers of the Sadder Dewmmy Adawlut 
and the Nizamut Adawlut are so framed, as to admit of these 
courts being at any time constituted in the manner now pro¬ 
posed. But the cautious spirit which will be found to pervade 
every part of that consitution, wisely left these judicial powers 
to be exercised by the Governor-General in council, until 
circumstances should dictate the necessity of his relinquishing 


them. 

The establishment of the new Courts of Sudder Dewanny 
Adawlut and Nizamut Adawlut, providing for the discharge 
of the judicial duties now exercised by the Governor-Geaond 
in council, the only point connected with the subject of this 
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esa which' remains to he considered, is the permanent 
provision to be made for enabling the Governor-General in 
council to execute the legislative and executive duties which 
are still to be performed by him. 

The duties of the Governor-General in council in his legis¬ 
lative capacity, are first, the framing of such laws or regula¬ 
tions as may occur to him to he necessary for improving the 
internal government of the country. Secondly, the consider¬ 
ation of such laws or regulations as may be proposed to him 
by any of the Courts of Judicature, or other authorities empow¬ 


ered to propose regulations. 

In a despotic government the will of the ruling power 
stands in the place of law ; but when it becomes the funda¬ 
mental principle of a government, to be guided by written 
and defined laws, every case which occurs, for which no pro¬ 
vision is made, and every detect discovered in the existing 
laws, calls for the interposition of the legislative authority. 

Numerous cases now demand that interposition; but it is 
unavoidably withheld, from the various avocations of the 
Governor-General in council, rendering it impossible to give 
his attention to the several cases, or defects, or to make the 
necessary legislative provisions for them. 

The superintendence of this important duty, on the due 
performance of which depend the happiness of the people, 
the extent of your resources, and the stability of your empire, 
will in future devolve chiefly on the new Court of Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut and Nizatnut. it will he the province 
of the Governor-General in council to determine on the ex¬ 
pediency of adopting the regulations which may be submitted 
to him by these courts, or by the other authorities empowered 
to propose regulations; 

The duties of the Governor-General in council in his exe¬ 
cutive capacity consist of-—first, his duties as exercising the 
executive authority of the government of the British posses¬ 
sions in India. Secondly, his duties as the chief representa¬ 
tive of the Company in India, in their commercial capacity. 

The first mentioned duties must he considered, as they 
relate to the conduct of the relations between the British 
power in India, and Foreign States; and secondly, as they 
are connected with the internal government of your own 


possessions. 
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lute war in Mysore, and 
the events which preceded it, have not only widely extended 
your political relations, but have established the ascendancy 
of the British power over all the States of India* 

The maintenance of this asolndancy? necessarily demands 
the constant and vigilant attention of the Governor-General 
in Council* 

The public records afford abundant testimony, how great 
a proportion of the time of the Governor-General in council 
must necessarily be occupied by this most important duty 

The executive duties of the Governor-General in council as 
connected with the internal government of the British pos¬ 
sessions of Bengal, comprise the management of the public 
revenue, the superin ten dance of the general finances of India, 
the regulation of the army, and the infinite variety of mis¬ 
cellaneous business which falls under the cognizance of the 
executive authority in every government. 

The general controul exercised by the Governor-General 
in council over the civil and military affairs of the subordi¬ 
nate governments, forms another important branch of these 
executive duties. 

The two subordinate governments ?nay be considered with 
relation to the supreme government as dependant states. 
The nature of the controit! exercised over those governments, 
corresponds in many material respects, with that exercised by 
the Crown, with regard to the American and West Indian 
possessions. 

It is essential that this controul should be extended to all 
matters in any respect connected with the unity, strength 
and stability of the British power in India* 

The various questions arising out of the settlement of 
our recent conquests, of our connection with the dependent 
power established in Mysore, and lastly, the introduction 
of the constitution of the internal Government of Bengal, 
into the British territories, subject to the Governments of 
Fort St, George and Bombay, demand at present a more than 
ordinary attention of the Governor-General in council, to the 
affairs of those governments* 

Another branch of the duties of the Governor-General in 
council in Ms executive capacity, is the superintendance of 
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the subordinate settlements, and of our acquisitions from the 
French and the Dutch* 

As the chief representative of the Company in their com¬ 
mercial capacity the Governor-General in council has the 
immediate superintendence of their commercial concerns in 
Bengal, and exorcises a general control over the provision 
of tile investment at the other presidencies, including a con¬ 
siderable degree of attention to their affairs in China* 

The establishment attached to the Governor-General in 
council in his legislative and executive capacity, for the 
conduct of these various and important duties under circum¬ 
stances peculiarly arduous and critical, lias hitherto consisted 
of a secretary, and four su b-secretar ies. The assistants under 
these officers arc necessarily incompetent to afford them any 
effectual aid, in their more important duties. 

From the constitution of these offices of sub-secretary, 
these offices were not acceptable to persons of any preten¬ 
sions in the respective departments, either from their rank in 
the service, or from their talents. They have accordingly 
for the most part been filled by junior servants, necessarily 
incompetent to afford any efficient assistance in the execu¬ 
tion of the duties of government 

It is of the greatest importance to the pnbBo* interests, that 
the establishments of the several departments immediately 
connected with the legislative and executive capacity of the 
Governor-General in council should bo so constituted, as to 
ensure at the head of the respective departments, the as dis¬ 
tance of men of ability, integrity and experience, competent 
to the due conduct of the ordinary duties of the government. 

Establishments so constituted, will form a great check to 
negligence or misrule; at the same time, that they will always 
be powerful instruments in the hands of those who are zealous 
in the promotion of the public interests. 

The Governor-General in council therefore determined to 
make the situations of the public officers, who are to be his 
instruments for the conduct of the government of the British 
possessions in India, offices of high honour, and of the first 
emolument. 

This was the only mode of enabling the Governor-General 
in council to command the services of men of the first talents 
and ability, in the respective departments. 

VOL. II. V 
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,A>; connected with the principle of relieving the Governor- 
General in council from all unnecessary labour of detail, our 
attention has been drawn to the number of papers which it 
has been the practice for the Governor-General in council 
to attest with his own signature. Much of the time of the 
Governor-General in council is occupied unnecessarily in 
the signature of these papers, anil the despatch of the public 
business is often considerably impeded in obtaining his signa¬ 
ture to them. 

We have accordingly determined, that all public paper# 
shall be authenticated by the signature of the secretary to 
the department. front this general rule however, we have of 
course excepted our addresses to your honourable C ourt, and 
to the subordinates Presidencies and all other papers, to which 
considerations of respect to superior authority, or other cir¬ 
cumstances, may render it proper that the signature# ot the 
Governor-General in council should bo affixed. Conformably 
to this determination, your honourable Court will find the 
sets of the public proceedings which are transmitted to you, 
attested by the secretaries of the respective departments, by 
order of the Governor-General in council, instead of being 
signed by the Governor-General and the members of council. 

B I„ this review of the constitution of the supreme Govern¬ 
ment of the Company’s possessions in India, it could not 
escape the Governor-General in council, that the wisect sys¬ 
tem of government will but imperfectly answer its ends, unless 
means are at the same time taken for providing persons duly 
qualified for the conduct of the system. 

It would bo useless to enter into any argument to prove 
that the same general qualifications necessary for the first 
political, judicial, financial and commercial stations in Eu¬ 
rope, are equally requisite for the due discharge of the 
duties of similar situations in India. 

Your honourable Court can yourselves form an adequate 
judgment bow far your servants are in general competent to 
discharge these high offices. You know at what age they are 
sent from England, and what arc at that period their quali¬ 
fications For the offices to which they are destined. You are 
also apprised how far the occupations on which the first 
years of their residence in India are employed, are calculated 
to give them these qualifications. 





Your servants are nominated to the highest stations of civil 
government, without any test of fcheiJr possessing the requi¬ 
site qualifications for the discharge of the functions of these 
offices* No such, test could now indeed he required, none 
having been prescribed, and no means having been afforded 
to individuals of acquiring the necessary qualifications for 
public stations. 

In consequence of this serious defect in the system of your 
government, it has been the practice to transfer your servants 
from one line of the service to another, with little regard to 
the qualifications for the offices for which they have been 
selected* No imputation attaches in this respect to your 
governments* Among those from whom the selection was to 
he made, there could not possibly exist any material ground 
of preference. 

It is far from our intention in these observations to reflect 
on the general talents, character, or integrity of your servants 
on tins establishment. Whatever may be their deficiencies, 
they are not aseribable to themselves, but to the nature of 
the service. Great exertions indeed have been made by indi¬ 
viduals, and it affords matter of astonishment, that under 
such disadvantages they should have acquitted themselves 
wi th so much ability and success, in situations which in Europe 
are to be attained only by regular and systematic education 
and laborious exertions* 

It is obvious that an education exclusively European or 
Indian, would not qualify your servants for the situations 
which they are destined to fill. The foundation of their 
education must be laid in England, and it must be completed 
systematically after their arrival in India. 

TheGovernor-Geiieml in council has* therefore, determined 
to found on establishment at this Presidency, of the nature of 
a collegiate institution, for the purpose of enabling the ser¬ 
vants of the Company to perfect themselves in those acquire¬ 
ments, which form the necessary qualifications for the differ¬ 
ent lines of the service, in which they may choose to engage. 
It is our intention that the junior servants shall be attached 
to tide institution for a certain period after their arrival, in¬ 
stead of being employed in the unprofitable occupation of 
transcribing papers, and abandoned to the dictates of their own 
discretion, both with regard to their morals and acquirements. 
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' An institution of this description wilt ensure a succession 
of men, equal to the support of the great interests of the 


Company* and of the British nation in India. 

The above observations with regard to the education and 
qualifications of your civil servants in Bengal, for the conduct 
of civil government apply with equal force to your servants 
under the other Presidencies* Under our instructions to 
Fort St. George, of the $ 1st December last, and the orders 
which we have it in contemplation to issue to Bombay, the 
civil servants on ;those establishments will be shortly called 
upon to exercise the same important functions, as the civil 
servants on Bengal, 

Whether it will be advisable to bring the junior servants 
attached to the Establishments of Fort St. G eorge and Bom¬ 
bay to Bengal in the first instance, in order to enable them 
to acquire the necessary qualifications here, or to found insti¬ 
tutions for the purpose at those Presidencies, is a question 
which will demand further con ^deration. 

When die details of the plan of the intended institution 
shall have been arranged, we shall lose no time in forwarding 
it to your honourable Court As it cannot fail to redound 
equally to the honour and happiness of the civil servants* as 
well as to promote the solid and substantial interests of the 
Company, and of the nation, we feel the strongest conviction 
that rt will meet your approbation. 

As connected with the subject of forming the characters 
of your servants, we cannot omit to notice the state of your 
religious establishments in this country. 

The sentiments which have occurred to the Governor-Ge- 
neral regarding these establishments, will hereafter form the 
subject of a separate address to your honourable Court from 
his Lordship. 

It is of the last importance to the stability of the British 
power in India, that these establishments should be placed 
on the most respectable footing, Such establishments will 
cherish in the minds of the servants of the Company, a sense 
of moral duty, and teach those who fill important stations, 
that the great public duties which they are called upon to 
execute in India, are not of a less sacred nature than the 
duties of similar situations in their own country. In propor¬ 
tion as persons holding such situations a Be brought to entertain 


THE HONOURABLE COURT OF DJRECTOH3, 



these high and worthy notions of their functions, and to consi¬ 
der themselves as more especially accountable to that Being, 
whose instruments they are in the government of a large 
portion of the human rare, in, the same degree will they dis¬ 
charge their duties with zeal, diligence and integrity'. 

We feel that it would not only be impolitic, but highly 
humoral to suppose that Providence has admitted of the es¬ 
tablishment of the British power over the finest provinces of 
India, with any other view than that of its being conducive to 
the happiness of the people, as well as to our national ad¬ 
vantage. 

In proportion as the policy and conduct of the British 
Government shall correspond with these beneficent intentions, 
we are persuaded that its power will acquire increasing 
stability. 

Impressed with a deep sense of the justice and wisdom of 
these principles, we are confident that it will always be equally 
for the interests of the Company, arid of the British nation, 
that they should constitute the basis of the system of our 
Indian Government; and that consistently with the consider¬ 
ations of ft well regulated economy, we ought never to with¬ 
hold that portion of the resources derived from these valuable 
possessions, which may be found indispensably necessary for 
dispensing to tlieni the invaluable blessings ot civil order 
and good government. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley and Council. 


No. LXXXVI. 

The (infer nor-Oeneral'i Notes with respect to the foundation of a College 
at Fort William. 

Fort William, lOtb July, 1800. 

The British possessions in India now constitute one of the 
most extensive and populous empires in the world. I he 
immediate administration of the government of the various 
provinces and nations composing this empire is principally 
confided to the European civil servants of the East India 
Company. Those provinces* namely, Bengal, Behar, Orissa, 
and Benares, the Company's Jaghire in the Carnatic, the 
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rtber*! Gircara, the Bnrainalml, amt other districts ceded by 
ilia peace of Seringapatam, in 179$, which arc under the 
more immediate and direct administration of the European 
civil servants of the Company, are acknowledged to form the 
most opulent and flourishing parts of India; in whWh pro¬ 
perty, life, civil order, and religious liberty are more secure* 
and the people enjoy a larger portion of the benefits of good 
government* than any other country in this quarter of the 
globe* The duty and policy of the British Government in 
India therefore require* that the system of confiding the im¬ 
mediate exercise of every branch and department of the 
government to Europeans, educated in its own service, and 
subject to its own direct control, should be diffused as widely 
as possible, as well with a view to the stability of our own 
interests, as to the happiness and welfare of our native sub¬ 
jects* This principle formed the basis of the wise and 
benevolent system introduced by Lord Cornwallis, for the im¬ 
provement of the internal government of the provinces imme¬ 
diately subject to the Presidency of Bengal, 

In proportion to the extension of this beneficial system, 
the duties of the European cHl servants of the East India 
Company are become of greater magnitude ami importance, 
the denominations of writer, factor* and merchant, by which 
the several classes of the civil service are still distinguished* 
are now utterly inapplicable to the nature and extent of the 
duties discharged, and of the occupations pursued by the 
civil servants of the 'Company* 

To dispense justice to millions'of people of various lan¬ 
guages, manners, usages and religions; to administer a vast 
and complicated system of revenue throughout districts 
equal in extent*to some of the most considerable kingdoms in 
Europe ; to maintain civil order in one of the most populous 
and litigious regions of the world ; these are now the duties 
of the larger proportion of the civil servants of the Company* 
The senior merchants composing the live Courts of Circuit 
and Appeal under the Presidency of Bengal exercise in each 
of those Courts a jurisdiction of greater local extent, appli¬ 
cable to a larger population, and occupied in the determina¬ 
tion of causes infinitely more intricate anil numerous than that 
of any regularly constituted courts of justice in any part of 
Europe* The senior or junior merchants, employed in the 
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several magistracies and Zillali Courts, the .writers or factors 
filling the stations of registers and assistants to tire several 
courts and magistrates, exercise in different degrees, func¬ 
tions of a nature, either purely judicial, or intimately connected 
with the administration of the police, ami with the main¬ 
tenance of the peace and good order of their respective 
districts. Commercial or mercantile knowledge, is not only 
unnecessary throughout every branch of the judicial depart- 
mem, hut those civil servants who are invested with the 
powers of magistracy, or attached to the judicial department 
in any ministerial capacity, although bearing the denomina¬ 
tion of merchants, factors or writers, are bound by law, and 
by the solemn obligation of an oath, to abstain from every 
commercial and mercantile pursuit; the mercantile title which 
they bear, not only affords no description of their duty, but 
Is entirely at variance with it 

The pleadings in the several courts, and all important judi¬ 
cial transactions, are conducted in the native languages. The 
law which the Company^ judges are bound to administer 
throughout the country is not the law of England, but that 
law to which the natives had long been accustomed under 
their former sovereigns, tempered and mitigated by the 
voluminous regulations of the Governor-General in council, 
as well as by the general spirit of the British constitution. 
These observations are sufficient to prove, that no more 
arduous or complicated duties of magistracy exist in the 
world, no qualifications more various, or more comprehen¬ 
sive, can be imagined than those which arc required from 
every British subject, who enters the seat of judgment; 
within the limits of the Company's empire in India* 

To the administration of the revenue, many of the pre¬ 
ceding observations will apply with equal force; the mer¬ 
chants, factors and writers, employed in this department also, 
are bound by law to abjure the mercantile denomination ap¬ 
propriated to their respective classes in the Company's ser¬ 
vice ; nor is it possible for a collector of the revenue, or for 
any civil servant employed under him, to discharge his duty 
with common justice, either to the state, or to the people, 
unless he shall he conversant in the language, manners, and 
usages of the country; and in the general principles of the 
law, as administered in the several courts of justice. In ad- 
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Jit ion to the ordinary judicial and executive functions of the 
Judges, Magistrates; and Collectors* the Judges and Magis¬ 
trates occasionally act in the Capacity of Governors of their 
respective districts, employing the military, and exercising 
other extensive powers. The Judges, Magistrates, and Col¬ 
lectors, are also respectively required by law to propose, 
from time to time, to the Governor-General in Council* such 
amendments of the existing laws, or such new laws as may 
appear to them to be necessary for the welfare and good 
government of their respective districts. In this view the 
civil servants employed in the departments of Judicature and 
Uevenue, constitute a species of subordinate legislative coun¬ 
cil to the Governor-General in Council, and also form a 
channel of communication, by which the Government ought 
to be enabled, at all times, to ascertain the wants and wishes 
of the people. The remarks applied to these two main 
branches of the civil service, namely, those of Judicature and 
Revenue, are at least equally forcible in their application to 
those branches which may he described under the general 
terind of the Political and Financial Departments, compre¬ 
hending the offices of Chief Secretary, the various stations 
in the Secretary's office, in the Treasury, in the office of 
Accountant-General, together with all the public officers 
employed in conducting the current business at the seat of 
Government. To these must be added the Diplomatic 
branch, including the Secretary in the political department, 
and the several residencies at the Courts of our dependent 
and tributary Princes, or of other native powers of India. 

It is certainly desirable, that all these stations should be 
filled by the civil servants of the Company; it is equally 
evident, that qualifications are required in each of these 
stations, cither wholly foreign to commercial habits, or far 
exceeding the limits of a commercial education. 

Even that department of this empire, which is denominated 
exclusively commercial, requires knowledge and habits dif¬ 
ferent* in a considerable degree, from those which form the 
mercantile character in Europe; nor can the Company's in¬ 
vestment ever be conducted with the greatest possible advan¬ 
tage and honour to themselves, or with adequate justice to 
their subjects, unless their commercial agents shall possess 
mmy of the qualifications of statesmen, enumerated in the 
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preceding observations. The manufacturers, and other in¬ 
dustrious classes, whose productive labour \h the source of 
the investment, bear so great a proportion to the total popu¬ 
lation of the Company’s dominions, that the general happi¬ 
ness and prosperity of the country must essentially depend 
on the conduct of the commercial servants employed in pro¬ 
viding the investment: their conduct cannot be answerable 
to such a charge, unless they shall be conversant in the native 
languages, and in the customs and manners of the people, as 
well aft in the laws by which the country is governed* The 
peace, order, and wedfarc of whole provinces may be mate- 
rially affected by the malversations, or even by the ignorance 
and errors of a commercial resident, whose management 
touches the dearest and most valuable interests, and enters 
into the domestic concerns of numerous bodies of people, 
active and acute from habitual industry, and jealous of any 
act of power injurious to their properties, or contrary to their 
prejudices and customs. 

The Civil servants of the English East India Company, 
therefore, can no longer be considered as the agents of a 
commercial concern* They are, in fact, the ministers and 
officers of a powerful sovereign ; they must now be viewed in 
that capacity, with reference, not to their nominal, but to 
their real occupations* They are required to discharge the 
functions of Magistrates, Judges, Ambassadors, and Go¬ 
vernors of provinces# in all the complicated and extensive 
relations of those sacred trusts and exalted stations, and 
under peculiar circumstances, which greatly enhance the so¬ 
lemnity of every public obligation, and aggravate the diffi¬ 
culty of every public charge* Their duties arc those of 
statesmen in every other part of the world, with no other 
characteristic differences than the obstacles opposed by an 
unfavourable climate, by a foreign language# by the peculiar 
usages and laws of India# and hy the manners of its inhabi¬ 
tants* Their studies, the discipline of their education, their 
habits of life, their manners and morals should, therefore, be 
so ordered and regulated as to establish a just conformity 
between their personal consideration, and the dignity and 
importance of their public stations, and to maintain a suffi¬ 
cient correspondence between their qualifications and their 
duties. Their education should be founded in a general 





Knowledge of those brandies of literature and science which 
form the basis of the education of persons destined to similar 
occupations in Europe. To this foundation should be added 
an intimate acquaintance with the history, languages, customs 
and manners of the people of India, with the Mahomraedan 
and Hindoo codes of law and religion, arid with the political 
and commercial interests and relations of Great Britain in 
Asia, They should he regularly instructed in the principles 
and system which constitute the foundation of that wise code 
of regulations and laws enacted by the Governor-General in 
Council for the purpose of securing to the people of this em¬ 
pire the benefit of the ancient and accustomed laws of the 
country, administered in the spirit of the British constitution. 
They should be well informed of the true and sound princi¬ 
ples of the British constitution, and sufficiently grounded in 
the general principles of ethics, civil jurisprudence, the law 
of nations, and general history, in order that they may be 
enabled to discriminate the characteristic differences of the 
several codes of law administered within the British Empire 
in India, and practically to combine the spirit of each in the 
dispensation of justice, and in the maintenance of order and 
good government. Finally, their early habits should be so 
formed, as to establish hi their minds such solid foundations 
of industry, prudence, integrity, and religion, as should effec¬ 
tually guard them against those temptations and corruptions 
with which the nature of this climate, and the peculiar de¬ 
pravity of the people of India, will surround and assail them 
in every station, especially upon their first arrival in India. 
The early discipline of the service should be calculated to 
Counteract the defects of the climate and the vices of the 
people, and to form a natural barrier against habitual indo¬ 
lence, dissipation, and licentious indulgence ; the spirit of 
emulation, in honourable and useful pursuits, should be kin¬ 
dled and kept alive by the continual prospect of distinction, 
and reward, of profit, and honour; nor should any precaution 
be relaxed in India, which is deemed necessary in England, 
to furnish a sufficient supply of men qualified to fill the high 
offices of the fcitate with credit to themselves and with advan¬ 
tage to the public. Without such a constant succession of 
men in the several branches and departments of this Govern¬ 
ment, the wisdom and benevolence of the law must prove vain 
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iiieffioknt* Whatever course and system of discipline 
and study may be deemed requisite in England to secure an 
abundant and pure source for the efficient supply of the pub¬ 
lic service, the pecuikr nature of our establishments in the 
East, (so far from admitting any relaxation of those wise and 
salutary rules and restraints,) demands that they should be 
enforced with a degree of additional vigilance and care, pro¬ 
portioned to the aggravated difficulties of the civil service, 
ami to the numerous hazards surrounding the entrance of 
public life in India* 

It is unnecessary to enter into any examination of facts to 
prove, that no system of education, study, or discipline, now 
exists, either in Europe or in India, founded on the princi¬ 
ples, or directed to the objects described in the preceding 
pages; but it may be useful in this place to review the course 
through which the junior civil servants of the East India 
Company now enter upon the important duties of their re¬ 
spective stations, to consider to what degree they now possess 
or can attain any means of qualifying themselves sufficiently 
for those stations, and to examine whether the great body of 
the civil servants of the East India Company, at any of the 
Presidencies, can now be deemed competent to discharge 
their arduous and comprehensive trusts in a manner corres¬ 
pondent to the interests and honour of the British name in 
India, or to the prosperity and happiness of our native sub¬ 
jects* 

The age at which the writers usually arri ve in India is from 
sixteen to eighteen ; their parents or friends in England, 
from a variety of considerations, are naturally desirous, not 
only to accelerate the appointment at home* but to despatch 
the young man to India at the earliest possible period. Some 
of these young men have been educated with an express view 
to the civil service in India, oo principles utterly erroneous, 
and inapplicable to its actual condition; conformably to thin 
error, they have received a limited education, confined princi¬ 
pally to commercial knowledge, and in no degree extended to 
those liberal studies which constitute the basis of education 
at public schools in England, Even this limited course of 
study is interrupted at the early period of fifteen or seventeen 
years* 

It would be superfluous to enter into any argument to 
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demonstrate the absolute insufficiency of this class of young 
men to execute the duties of any station whatever in the civil 
service of the Company beyond the menial, laborious, un¬ 
wholesome and unprofltable duty of a more copying-clerk. 
Those who have received the benefits of a better education, 
have the misfortune to find the course of their studies prema¬ 
turely interrupted at the critical period when its utility is first 
felt, and before they have been enabled to secure the fruits of 
early application. 

Both descriptions of young men, those whose education 
has been originally erroneous ami defective, and those, the 
early promise of whose studies has been unseasonably broken, 
once arrived in India, are equally precluded from the means, 
either of commencing a new and judicious course of study* 
adapted to their new situation, or of prosecuting that course 
which had been prematurely interrupted. Not only no en¬ 
couragement is offered by the present constitution and prac¬ 
tice of the civil service to any such pursuits, but difficulties 
and obstacles are presented by both, which render it nearly 
impossible for any young man, whatever may he his disposi¬ 
tion, to pursue any systematic plan of study, either with a 
view to remedy the defects, or to improve the advantages of 
Ins former education. 

On the arrival of the writers in India, they arc either Fta- 
honed in the interior of the country, or employed in some 
office at the Presidency. 

If stationed in the interior of the country, they are placed 
in situations which require a knowledge of the language and 
customs of the natives ; or of the regulations and laws; or of 
the general principles of jurisprudence; or of the details of 
the established system of revenue; or of the nature of the 
Company's investment; or of many of these branches of in¬ 
formation combined* In all these branches of knowledge, 
the young writers are totally uninformed. I hey are conse¬ 
quently unequal to their prescribed duties. In some cases* 
their superior in office experiencing no benefit from their ser¬ 
vices, leaves them unemployed. In tins state many devote 
their time to those luxuries and enjoyments which their situa¬ 
tion enables them to command, without making any effort to 
qualify themselves for the important stations to which they 
are destined. They remain sunk in indolence, until, from 
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service, they succeed to offices of 


Positive incapacity is the necessary result of these perni¬ 
cious habits of inaction j fcii principles of public integrity 
are endangered, and the s '°essful administration of the 
whole Government exposed j hazard* This has been the 
unhappy course of many, \ - T e conceived an early dis¬ 
gust in provincial stations against business, to winch they 
have found themselves unequal, and who have been aban¬ 
doned to the effects of despondency and sloth, 

liven the young men whose dispositions are the most pro¬ 
mising, if stationed in the interior of the country at an early 
period after their arrival in India, labour under great disad¬ 
vantages, They also find themselves unequal to such dudes 
as require an acquaintance with the languages, or with the 
branches of knowledge already described If intensely em¬ 
ployed in the subordinate details of office, they are absolute!v 
precluded from reviving any former acquirements, or from 
establishing those foundations of useful knowledge indispen¬ 
sably necessary to enable them hereafter to execute the duties 
of important stations with ability and credit. Harassed with 
the ungrateful task of transcribing papers and accounts, or 
with other equally fatiguing and fruitless labours of a copy¬ 
ing-clerk or index-maker, their pursuit of useful knowledge 
cannot be systematic; their studies must be desultory and 
irregular, and thrir attention to any definite pursuit is still 
more distracted by the uncertainty of the nature of those em¬ 
ployments to which they may hereafter hi* nominated. No 
course of study having been pointed out by public institution, 
no selection prescribed by authority of the branches of know¬ 
ledge appropriated to each department and class of the service, 
diligence is lost for want of a guide, and the most industrious 
are discouraged by the apprehension, that their studies may 
prove fruitless, and may frustrate instead of promoting their 
advancement in the public service. 

When their rank in the service has entitled them to suc¬ 
ceed to offices of importance, the current duties of those 
offices necessarily engross their whole attention. It is then 
too late to revert to any systematic plan of study with a view 
to acquire those qualifications, of which, in the ordinary dis¬ 
charge of their official functions, they feel the hourly want. 
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IX at this late season, they should make an effort to acquire 
knowledge, it must he sought by the interruption of their 
current business, to the detriment of the public interests, and 
to the inconvenience or injury of the individuals subject to 
their authority. 

With respect to the young men attached to offices at the 
Presidency, their duty consists chiefly in transcribing papers. 
This duty, if pursued with the utmost diligence and assiduity, 
affords little knowledge of public affairs, is often prejudicial 
to health, and would be better performed by any native or 
Portuguese writer* They attain no distinct knowledge of the 
public records, because they pursue no regular course of 
reading, examining, or comparing the documents which com¬ 
pose those records; they have, indeed, scarcely time to un¬ 
derstand and digest those papers which they are employed to 
transcribe; their acquaintance even with (lie current affairs 
of the Government must be limited and partial, and must 
rather tend to confuse than to instruct their minds. At the 
expiration of the period, during which they usually remain 
m these situations at the Presidency, their knowledge of 
public business is necessarily superficial and incorrect. I lav¬ 
ing had little intercourse with the natives* these young men 
are in general extremely deficient in the knowledge of the 
language of the country* In the meanwhile their close and 
laborious application to the hourly business of transcribing 
papers has been an insuperable obstacle to tlieir advancement 
in any other branch of knowledge, and at the close of two or 
three years, they have lost the fruits of their European stu¬ 
dies, without having gained any useful know'ledge of Asiatic 
literature or business. Those whose dispositions lead them 
to idleness and dissipation, find greater temptations to in* 
diligence and extravagance at the Presidency than in the 
provinces; many instances occur in which they fall into irre* 
trievable courses of gaming and vice, anil totally destroy their 
health and fortunes. Some succeed, in the ordinary progress 
of the service, to employments, in which their incapacity or 
misconduct: becomes conspicuous to the natives, disgraceful 
to themselves and to the British name, and injurious to the 
State. 

Ail these descriptions pf young men, upon their first am* 
val in India, are now exposed to a disadvantage, the most 
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fous which can be encountered at an early period of life* 
Once landed in India* their studies, manner a, morals, expenses 
or conduct are no longer subject to any degree of regulation 
or direction. No system is established for their guidance, 
improvement, or restraint; no authority has been constituted 
with either the duty or power of enforcing any such system; 
and they are abandoned* at the age of sixteen or eighteen, 
with affluent incomes to pursue their own inclinations, without 
the superintendence or control of parent, guardian, or master, 
often without a friend to advise or admonish, or even to in* 
struct them in the ordinary details and modes of an Indian 
life* 

The practice of consigning the young writers to the care 
of friends resident in India, affords no adequate remedy to 
this evil* Those friends are often incompetent to the ardu¬ 
ous and delicate task imposed upon them; and U frequently 
happens that they may be so far removed from the spot at 
which the young mm may be stationed by the Government* 
that years may elapse before he may have been able even to 
see the persons appointed by his European friends to super¬ 
intend his introduction into India, 

In earlier periods of our establishment, when the annual 
incomes of the civil servants were of a more fluctuating na¬ 
ture, and derived from sources more vague and indefinite, 
the tables of the senior servants were usually open to those 
recently arrived from Europe; and the young writers, upon 
their first landing in India, were frequently admitted and 
domiciliated in the families established as the Presidency or 
in the provinces* 

The objections to this loose and irregular system arc nu¬ 
merous and obvious. Without entering upon that topic* it is 
sufficient to observe, that the definite and regular sources of 
profit, established in the civil service by Lord Cornwallis, have 
occasioned a material alteration in the economy of every pri¬ 
vate family among the civil servants. 

Incomes being limited and ascertained, and no other source 
of emolument now existing beyond the annual savings from 
the regulated salaries, the tables of the civil servants can no 
longer lw open to receive the numerous body of writers nil- 
jiually arriving from Europe; still less can these young men 
be generally admitted to reside habitually in families of which 
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e annual expenses are now necessarily restrained within 
certain and regular hounds. 

Many of the young men, on their first arrival, are, therefore, 
compelled to support the expense of a table; the result of 
this necessity is obvious, and forms one leading cause of 
expense and dissipation. 

Under all these early disadvantages, without rule or system 
to direct their studies; without any prescribed object of useful 
pursuit connected with future reward, emolument, or distinc¬ 
tion ; without any guide to regulate, or authority to control 
their conduct, or to form, improve, or preserve their morals; 
it is highly creditable to the individual characters of the civil 
servants of the East India Company, that so many instances 
have occurred "in various branches and departments of the 
civil service at all the Presidencies, of persons who have dis¬ 
charged their public duties with considerable respect and 

honour. . 

Il has been justly observed, that all the merits of the civil 
servants are to be ascribed to their own characters, talents, 
mid exertions, while their defects must be imputed to the con¬ 
stitution and practice of the service, which have not been 
accommodated to the progressive changes of our situation in 
India, and have not kept pace with the growth of this empire, 
or with the increasing extent and importance of the functions 
and duties of the eivii servants. 

The study and acquisition of the languages have, however, 
been extended in Bengal, and the general knowledge and 
qualifications of the civil servants have been improved. The 
proportion of the civil servants in Bengal, who have made a 
considerable progress towards the attainment of the qualifica¬ 
tions requisite in their several stations, appears great, and 
even astonishing, when viewed with relation to the early dis¬ 
advantages, embarrassments, and defects of the civil service. 
But this proportion will appear very different when compared 
with the exigencies of the State, with the magnitude of these 
provinces, and with the total number of the civil servants, 
which must supply the succession to the great offices of the 
Government, It must be admitted that the great body of 
the civil servants in Bengal is not at present sufficiently quali¬ 
fied to discharge the duties of the several arduous stations in 
the administration of this empire; and that it is peculiarly 
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deficient in the judicial, fiscal, financial, and political brandies 
of the Government. 

The state of the civil services of Madras and Bombay is 
still more defective than that of Bengal. Various causes have 
concurred to aggravate, in an extreme degree, at both those 
Presidencies all the defects existing in the civil service of 
Bengal, while many circumstances peculiar to those Presi¬ 
dencies have favoured the growth of evils at present unknown 
in this. The condition of the writers, on their first arrival 
at cither of the subordinate Presidencies, is still more desti¬ 
tute, and more exposed to hazard, than at Calcutta* 

The study or acquisition of the languages, and of other 
necessary attainments, lias not been extended in the civil ser¬ 
vice at Madras or Bombay to any considerable degree* To 
this remark, eminent and meritorious individual exceptions 
exist in the civil service at both subordinate Presidencies; 
but those exceptions arc not sufficiently numerous to const!- 
tuf e a general rule* But whatever may be the actual condi¬ 
tion of the civil service in its superior classes at any of the 
Presidencies, if the arduous duties of that service have been 
justly defined in the preceding pages, if the qualifications 
requisite for their discharge have been truly described, it the 
neglected and exposed condition of the early stages of the 
service has not been exaggerated, it must he admitted, that 
those stages of the service require additional safeguards, and 
a more effectual protection. The extraordinary exertions of 
individual diligence, the partial success of singular talents, or 
of peculiar prudence and virtue, constitute no rational foun¬ 
dation of a public institution, which should rest on general 
comprehensive and uniform principles* If the actual state of 
the higher classes of the civil service were such as to j ustiiy 
a confidence in the general competency of the civil servants 
to meet; the exigencies of their duty, the necessity of correct¬ 
ing the evils stated in the preceding pages would still remain, 
unless the facts alleged could be disproved. _ It would still 
be a duty incumbent on the Government to remove any ob¬ 
stacles tending to embarrass or retard the progress of their 
servants in attaining the qualifications necessary tor their 
respective stations. The Government is not released from 
this duty by the extraordinary, or even general exertion of 
those servants to surmount the early difficulties of the first 


z 


9 


VOL* II. 





stages of the service* If the goad Government of this empire 
be the primary duty of its sovereign, it must ever be a lead¬ 
ing branch of that duty to facilitate to the public officers and 
ministers the means of qualifying themselves for their respec¬ 
tive functions. The efficiency of the service cannot wisely or 
conscientiously be left to depend on the success of individual 
or accidental merit, struggling against the defects of esta¬ 
blished institutions* A due administration of our affairs can 
alone be secured by the constant effect of public institutions, 
operating in a regular and uninterrupted course upon the 
various characters, talents, and acquirements of individuals. 
The nature of our establishments should furnish fixed and 
systematic encouragement to animate, to facilitate, to reward 
the progress of industry and virtue; and fixed and systematic 
discipline, to repress and correct the excesses of contrary 
dispositions. 

From these remarks may be deduced the indispensable 
necessity of providing some effectual and speedy remedy for 
the defects in the education of the young men destined to 
the civil service in India* The nature of that remedy will 
afford matter of serious discussion. 

It may, however, foe useful, previously to that disenesion, 
to advert to a general topic of argument, which may possibly 
be adduced to disprove the necessity of any new institution 
for the improvement of the civil service of the East India 
Company. It may be contended, that this service, through a 
long period of years, and in the course of various changes 
and chances, lias always furnished men equal to the exigency 
of the occasion; that servants of the Company have never 
been wanting to conduct to a happy issue the numerous revo¬ 
lutions which have taken place in the affairs of the Company 
in India ; and that these eminent personages have ultimately 
fixed the British empire in India on the most solid founda¬ 
tions of glory, wealth, and power. Why, therefore, should 
we apprehend, that tins source, hitherto so fruitful and fur¬ 
nishing so abundant a supply of virtue and talents, will fad 
in the present age, and prove insufficient to the actual de¬ 
mands of our interests in this quarter of the globe? The 
answer to this topic of argument is obvious. Extraordinary 
combinations of human affairs, wars, revolutions, and all those 
unusual events which form the marked features and promt- 


OF THE COLLEGE AT FORT WILLIAM. 339 

nent characters of the history of mankind, naturally disclose, 
talents and exertions adapted to such emergencies. That 
the civil or military service of the East India Company has 
supplied persons calculated to meet all the wonderful revolu¬ 
tions of affairs in India, is n circumstance not to be attributed 
to the original or peculiar constitution of either service at any 
period of time. That constitution 1ms undergone repeated 
alterations at the suggestion, and under the direction of the 
great characters which it has produced j and it lias still been 
found answerable to every new crisis of an extraordinary na¬ 
ture, Hut it must never be forgotten, that the successive 
efforts of those eminent personages, and the iinal result of 
various revolutions and wars, have imposed upon the East 
India Company the arduous and sacred trust of governing an 
extensive and populous empire. It is true that this empire 
must be maintained in some of its relations by the same spirit 
of enterprise and boldness which acquired it. liut fluty, 
policy and honour require that it should not be administered 
as a temporary and precarious acquisition* as an empire con¬ 
quered by prosperous adventure, and extended by fortunate 
'accident* of which the tenure is as uncertain as the original 
conquest and successive extension were extraordinary ; it 
must be considered as a sucred trust, and a permanent pos¬ 
session. In this view its internal Government demands a 
constant, steady, and regular supply of qualifications* in no 
degree similar to those which distinguished the early periods 
of our establishment in India, and laid the first foundations 
of our empire. The stability of that empire, whose magni¬ 
tude is the accumulated result ot former enter prize* activity 
and. resolution, must be secured by the durable principles of 
internal order ; by a pure, upright, and uniform administra¬ 
tion of justice; by a prudent and temperate system of revenue; 
by the encouragement and protection oi industry, agriculture* 
manufacture and commerce; by a careiul and judicious ma¬ 
nagement of every branch of financial resource ; and by the 
maintenance of a just, firm, and moderate policy towards the 
native powers of India, To maintain and uphold such a 
system in all its parts, we shall require a, succession ot able 
magistrates, wise and honest judges, and skillu! statesmen* 
property qualified to conduct the ordinary movements of the 
great machine of Government. 
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The military establishments of this empire form no part of 
the subject of the present enquiry. It may 1>e sufficient to 
observe in this place* that their extent, and the spirit in which 
they require to be governed, must correspond with the mag¬ 
nitude of the empire* and with the general character of our 
civil policy* In the civil service, we roust now seek, not the 
instruments by which kingdoms are overthrown, revolutiony 
accomplished, or wars conducted, but an inexhaustible supply 
of useful knowledge, cultivated talents, and well ordered and 
disciplined morals. These arc the necessary instruments of 
a wise and well regulated Government These are the ge¬ 
nuine and Unfailing means of cultivating and improving the 
arts of peace; of diffusing affluence and happiness, willing 
obedience, and grateful attachment over every region and 
district of thin vast empire; and of dispensing to every class 
and description of our subjects the permanent benefits of 
secure property, protected life, undisturbed order, and in¬ 
violate religion. It is not the nature of these inestimable 
blessings to spring from a turbid source, or to flow in a con¬ 
tracted and irregular channel. 

The early education of the civil servants of the East India 
Company is the source from which will ultimately he derived 
the happiness or misery of oitr native subjects; and the sta¬ 
bility of our Government will bear a due proportion to its 
wisdom, liberality, and jnance. 

From the preceding discussion, it appears, that the actual 
state of the Company’s civil service in India is far removed 
from perfection or efficiency, and that the cause of this de¬ 
fect is to be found principally, if not exclusively, in the 
defective education of the junior civil servants, and in the 
insufficient discipline of the early stages of the service. The 
facts, which have been reviewed in the course of this discus¬ 
sion, furnish the main principles on which an improved system 
of education and discipline may he founded with a view to 
secure the important ends of such an institution. 

The defects of the present condition of the civil service 
may be comprised under the following beads : 

First, An erroneous system of education in Europe con¬ 
fined to commercial and mercantile studies. * 

Secondly, The premature interruption of a course of study 
judiciously commenced in Europe. 
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_ iitfdly, The exposed and destitute condition, of young 
men on tlieir first arrival in India, and the Want of a system¬ 
atic guidance and established authority to regulate and con¬ 
trol their moral and religious conduct in the early stages of 
the service* 

Fourthly, The want of a similar system and authority to 
prescribe and enforce a regular course of study* under which 
the young men upon their arrival in India might be enabled 
to correct the errors* or to pursue and confirm the advantages 
of their European education, and to attain a knowledge of 
the languages, laws* usages and customs of India* together 
with such other branches of knowledge, as are requisite to 
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qualify them for their several stations* 

Fifthly* The want of such regulations as shall establish a 
necessary and inviolable connection between promotion in the 
civil service* and the possession of those qualifications requi¬ 
site for the due discharge of the several civil stations* 

It is obvious* that an education exclusively European* or 
Indian, would not afford an adequate remedy for such of these 
defects, as relate to the morals and studies of the East India 
Company's servants, and would not qualify them for the dis¬ 
charge of duties of a mixed and complicated nature, involving 
the combined principles of Asiatic and European policy and 
government* Their education must therefore be of a mixed 
nature, its foundation must be judiciously laid in England, 
and the superstructure systematically completed in India. 

An important question may arise, with respect to the pro¬ 
portion of time to be employed in that part of the education 
of the junior civil servants, which should be appropriated, to 
England; and completed previously to their departure for 
India* It may be contended, that many of the enumerated 
evils may he precluded by not allowing the writers to pro¬ 
ceed to India until they shall have reached a more advanced 
age, than tbat at which they now usually embark* and by requir¬ 
ing them to undergo examinations in England* for the purpose 
of ascertaining their proficiency in the branches ot know¬ 
ledge neeccssary to the discharge of their duties in India. 

To this arrangement various objections of a private, but 
most important nature, will arise in the mind of every parent, 
who may have destined Ids children for India. I o attain 
any considerable proficiency in the course of education and 
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study described in this paper, must necessarily require the 
detention of the student in Europe to the age of 20 or M 
yen's ; many parents could not defray the expence of such 
an education in England, even if the other means of prose¬ 
cuting it now existed* or could hereafter be provided at any 
school or college at homo. 

Other objections of a private nature might be stated against 
this plan ■ but those which are founded on public considera¬ 
tions appear to be absolutely insurmountable. It is a funda¬ 
mental principle of policy in the British Establishments in 
the East Indies, that the views of the servants of the Company 
should terminate in the prospect of returning to England, 
there to enjoy the emoluments arising from a due course of 
active arid honourable service in India. 

Were the civil servant^ instead of leaving England at the 
age of sixteen or seventeen, to be detained until die age of 
twenty or two-can d-twenty ; a great proportion of them must 
abandon all hope of returning with a moderate competence 
to their native country. 

Remaining in England to tins advanced age, many would 
form habits and connections at home, not to be relinquished 
at that period of life without great reluctance; and few would 
accommodate themselves with readiness and facility to the 
habits, regulations and discipline of the service in India* 

While these causes would render the civil servants intract¬ 
able instruments in the hands of the Government of India, 
the regular progress through the service would also be re¬ 
tarded. Twenty-five years may be taken as the period within 
which a civil servant may regularly acquire, with proper habits 
of economy, an independent fortune in India, Upon this 
calculation, before the most successful could hope to be in a 
situation to return to England, they would have attained an 
age, whew many of the powerful affections and inducements, 
which now attract the servants of the Company to return to 
their native country, would be greatly weakened if not en¬ 
tirely extinguished. 

At that age, many from necessity, and many probably from 
choice, would establish themselves permanently in India. It 
is unnecessary to detail the evil consequences which would 
result to the British interests in India, were such an habit 
to become general in the civil service* 
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TJetention in England to the age of twenty or twenty-two 
years would certainly afford the writers an opportunity of 
advancing their knowledge in the necessary branches of Eu¬ 
ropean study; but within that period of time, even in those 
branches, it qould scarcely he completed* especially in the 
important sciences of general ethics and jurisprudence (foi 
how few understandings are equal to such a course ot study 
previously to the age of twenty,} and it would be entirely 
defective in the essential point of connecting the principles ol 
those sciences with the laws of India, and with the manners 
and usages of its inhabitants, ISo establishment formed in 
England could give a correct* practical knowledge ot the 
languages, laws and customs of India, of the peculiar habits 
and genius of the people, of their mode ot transacting busi¬ 
ness* and of the characteristic features ot their vices ot 
virtues. These most essential acquirements would, there tore, 
remain to be attained after the arrival of the student in 
India, at an age when the study of languages is attended with 
additional difficulties, when any prescribed course ol study, 
when any systematic discipline, or regular restraint becomes 
irksome, if not intolerable. As the East India Company s 
servants would arrive in India at a period of life too far 
advanced to admit of subjection to any system of public dis¬ 
cipline or control, they must necessarily be left to the die- 
tates of their own discretion with regard to whatever part of 
their knowledge had been left incomplete in Europe, 

The wants and. expenses of individuals arriving in India at 
the age of twenty or twenty-two years would greatly exceed 
the scale of the public allowances to the junior servants* At 
this age no restraint could be applied in India to their moral 
conduct, for the purpose of protecting them against the 
peculiar depravities incident to the climate, and to the cha¬ 
racter of the natives. 

From the early age at which the writers are now usually 
sent to India, opportunity is afforded to the government on the 
spot of obtaining a knowledge of the characters of individuals, 
before they become eligible to stations of trust and impor¬ 
tance* Of this advantage the government would be in a great 


* Sir W. Jones was not intelligible to the natives of India, when he 
arrived at Calcutta, in any of the oriental langriH^ea* 
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'degree deprived, if the East India Company’s servants were 
all detained in England until the age of twenty or twenty-two, 
this inconvenience would prove nearly an .insurmountable im¬ 
pediment to the important and necessary rule of selecting for 
public office* those best qualified to discharge its duties with 
propriety and effect. 

The junior civil servants must, therefore, continue to em¬ 
bark for India at the age of fifteen or sixteen, that they may 
be tractable instruments in the hands of the government of 
the country; that their morals and habits may be duly formed 
and protected by proper safeguards against the peculiar 
nature of the vices and characteristic dangers of Indian so¬ 
ciety ; that they, may be enabled to pass through the service 
before the vigour of life has ceased, and to return with a com¬ 
petent fortune to Europe, while the affections and attachments 
which bind them to their native country, continue to operate 
with full force; and lastly, that they may possess regular, 
seasonable and certain means of attaining the peculiar quali¬ 
fications necessary for their stations. 

Under all these circumstances, the most deliberate and 
assiduous examination of all the important questions consi¬ 
dered in this paper, determined the Governor-General to 
found a Collegiate Institution at Fort William, by the an¬ 
nexed regulation.* 

This regulation comprises all the fundamental principles of 
the Institution. The detailed statutes for the internal dis¬ 
cipline and good government of the College will be framed 
gradually as circumstances may require. 

Ar common table and apartments arc to be provided in the 
College, for all the civil servants who may be attached to the 
establishment. 

The benefits of the establishment are extended to the 
junior civil servants of Fort St. George and Bombay, who 
will be directed to proceed to Fort William as soon as the 
accommodations requisite for their reception shall have been 
provided. 

This arrangement appeared in every respect preferable to 
the establishment of Colleges at both, or either of those Pre¬ 
sidencies Independently of the considerations of expense 
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^vM other objections and impediments to Hie foundation of 
such Institutions at Fort St* George and Bombay, it is of 
essential importance, that the education of all the civil ser¬ 
vants of the Company should be uniform, and should be 
conducted under the immediate superintendence of that au¬ 
thority, which is primarily'responsible for the government of 
the whole of the British possessions in India; and which 
must consequently be most competent to judge of the nature 
and principles of the education which may he most expedient 
for the public interests* 

It may be expected, that the operation of this part of the 
new institution will ultimately extinguish all local jealousies 
and prejudices among the several Presidencies; the political, 
moral, and religious principles of all the British Establish¬ 
ments in India, will then he derived directly from one common 
source; the civil service of Bengal is unquestionably further 
advanced in every useful acquisition, and in every respect 
more regular and correct, than that of either of the subordi¬ 
nate Presidencies; no more speedy or efficacious mode can 
be devised of diffusing throughout India, the laudable spirit 
of the service of Bengal, ami of extending the benefit of 
improvements, which, under the new institution, may be ex¬ 
pected to make a rapid progress at the seat of the Supreme 
Government, than by rendering Fort William the centre of 
the education and discipline of the junior civil servants in 
India* 

Provision is made for admitting to the benefits of the In¬ 
stitution civil servants of a longer standing than three years 
(on their making application for that purpose) under such 
regulations as may be deemed advisable* The Institution 
may prove highly beneficial to many servants of this des¬ 
cription ; as many of them will be received on the establish¬ 
ment, as its funds and other considerations may admit 
Provision h also made for extending the benefits of the 
Institution to as many of the junior military servants, as it 
may be found practicable to admit from all the Presidencies* 
Essential benefits will result to the British armies in India, 
from the annual introduction of a number of young men, 
well versed in the languages with which every officer, but 
particularly those belonging to the native corps, ought to be 
acquainted* It is also of most essential importance to the 
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army in India, that it should be composed of officers at¬ 
tached by regular instruction, and disciplined habits, to the 
principles of morality, good order, and subordination. 

Further regulations are in the contemplation of the Gover¬ 
nor-General, for the education of the cadets destined for the 
army in India, which will be connected intimately with the 
present foundation. 

It cannot be denied that, during the convulsions with whirli 
the doctrines of the French Revolution have agitated the 
Continent of Europe, erroneous principles of the same dan¬ 
gerous tendency had reached the minds of some individuals 
in the civil and military service of the Company in India; and 
the state, as well of political, as of religious opinions, had 
been in some degree unsettled. The progress of this mis¬ 
chief would at all times be aided b} : the defective and irre¬ 
gular education of the writers and cadets ; an Institution 
tending to fix and establish sound and correct principles of 
religion and government m their minds at an early period of 
Hie, is the best security which can ho provided for the sta¬ 
bility of the British power in India. The letter of the Court 
of Directors,* tinder date the £5th of May, 1798, has been 
constantly present to the Governor-General s mind ; it Is 
satisfactory to know, after the fullest consideration, that 
many apprehensions stated in that letter, appear to have been 
conceived with more force than is required by the actual 
state of any of the settlements in India. 

But among other important advantages of the new Institu¬ 
tion, it will provide the most effectual and permanent remedy 
against the evils, (as far as they existed) which it was the 
object of the orders of the Honourable Court of the 85 th of 
May, 1798, to correct. 

The situation of the junior servants on their early arrival 
in India, has been fully described in this paper- Under the 
new Institution, they will be immediately received by the 
provost, (a clergy man of the church of England ;) they will 
be provided with apartments in the College, and with a com¬ 
mon table; consequently they will be removed from the danger 
of profusion, extravagance and excess- Every part of their 
private conduct, their expenses, their connections, their 
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manners and morals will bo subject to the notice of the 
provost, and principal officers of the College, and (through 
the collegiate authorities) of the government itself 

While attached to the Institution, the junior servants will 
Have the most ample means afforded to them of completing 
the European branch of their education, or of correcting its 
defects j of acquiring whatever local knowledge may be ne¬ 
cessary for that department ot the service, in which, (alter 
mature reflection on their own inclinations, acquisitions and 
talents) they may determine to engage; of forming their 
manners and of fixing their principles on the solid founda¬ 
tions of virtue and religion* 

The acquirements, abilities, and moral character of every 
civil servant may be ascertained before he can be eligible to 
a public station ; and every selection of persons for high and 
important offices may be made under a moral certainty, that 
the public expectation cannot be disappointed* 

The twenty-fourth clause of the Regulation will afford the 
foundation of a law which may at all times secure the civil 
service against the effects of the possible partiality or igno¬ 
rance of any government. 

It is intended that the allowance of every civil servant of 
less than three years standing, being a student in the Col¬ 
lege, should be brought to one standard of ,100 rupees per 
month, without any allowance for a Moorish y. 

Asa table and apartments will be provided for the stu¬ 
dents, this allowance will place them in a better situation 
than any writer of the same standing now enjoys* With 
these advantages* under the control of the official authori¬ 
ties of the College, and with the benefit of their advice and 
admonition, aided by statutes for the prevention of extrava¬ 
gance and debt, it may be hoped hat many young men will 
adopt early habits of economy, and will lay the foundations oi 
honest independence at a much earlier period than is now 
practicable. This advantage will be consider a ole in every 
view, in no one more than as it will tend to contract the pe¬ 
riod of each servant's residence in India, to give a nearer 
prospect of return to England, and to keep that desirable 
object more constantly in view. 

The discipline of the College will be as moderate as may be 
consistent with the ends of the institution* It will impose no 
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upsh OI humiliating restraint, mid will be formed on princi¬ 
ples combining the discipline of the Universities in England 
with that ol the Ilpyul Military Academies of Era nee and of 
other European monarchies. 

It may be expected that the great majority of young men 
on their arrival in India, will eagerly embrace the opportuni¬ 
ties afforded to them by this institution qf laying the founda¬ 
tions of private character, of public reputation, and of early 
independence* It cannot be supposed that many will be so 
insensible to their own honour and interests, and so destitute 
of every liberal feeling and sentiment as not to prefer the pro¬ 
posed course of studies in the College to the menial labour 
imposed upon them of transcribing papers in an office where 
in the: nature of their duty, they are levelled with the native 
and J ortuguese clerks, although infinitely inferior in its exe¬ 
cution. 


Those young men who may not at the first view discover 
all the advantages to be derived from the institution, will 
soun improve by the example and communications of others. 
If any individuals should continue insensible to the calls of 
public duty, and of private reputation, (and it is of import¬ 
ance that persons of this description should be known before 
an opportunity has been afforded to them of injuring the 
public Interests, by their vices and defects,) the public good 
will demand that they should be punished by neglect and ex¬ 
clusion from employment. Considering the liberal manner in 
w'hich the servants of the Company are rewarded for their 
services, the public may justly insist on submission to what- 
ever regulations may be prescribed by this Institution. 

-Lhe incitements to exertion being as powerful as the con¬ 
sequences of contrary habits will be ruinous, instances of 
gross neglect or contumacy w ill rarely occur. In this respect 
the institution possesses peculiar advantages, ami it will be¬ 
come a pout!ful instrument in the hands of the Government 
in India, which will be enabled thereby to bring the general 
character of the servants of the Company to such a standard 
of perfection as the public interests require. To every other 
inducement, which any Collegiate Institution in the world can 
supply for the encouragement of diligence, will be added the 
immediate view of official promotion, increase of fortune, and 
distinction in the public service. 
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bo asked whether it be proper that the whole time 
of the junior servants, for the first three years of their resi¬ 
dence in India, should be devoted to study in the College* 
and that the Company should lose the benefit of their ser¬ 
vices during that period, while the junior servants receive a 
salary ? 

It may be enquired, on the other hand, what is now the 
occupation of the civil servants for the first three years after 
their arrival in India, what benefit the Company now derives 
from the services of the junior servants during that period, 
and what, in genera!, are now the characters aiitl qualifica¬ 
tions of those servants at the expiration of that period ? 

To all these questions sufficient answers have been given 
in the preceding pages. 

Further details respecting the nature of the Institution will 
be forwarded officially to the Court of Directors at an early 
period. 

The reasons which induced the Governor-General to found 
the College without any previous reference to England were 
those 5—Ills conviction of the great immediate benefit to be 
derived from the early commencement even of the partial 
operation of the plan. 

His experience of the great advantages which had been al¬ 
ready derived by many of the young men from their attend¬ 
ance on Mr, Gilchrist/ in consequence of the first experi¬ 
ment made on a contracted scale with a view to a more ex¬ 
tended institution. 

His anxiety to impart to the very promising young men ar¬ 
rived from Europe within the last three years, a share of the 
advantages described in this paper, and his solicitude to su¬ 
perintend the foundation of the Institution, and to accelerate 
and witness its first effects. 

This Institution will be best appreciated by every affec¬ 
tionate parent in the hour of separation from his child, des¬ 
tined to the public service in India. Let any parent (especi¬ 
ally if he has himself passed through the Company’s service 
in India) declare* whether the prospect of this Institution has 
aggravated or mitigated the solicitude of that painful hour— 
whether it has raised additional doubts and fears, or in- 
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spired a mare lively hope of the honourable and prosperous 
service, of the early and fortunate return of his child ? 


With regard to the funds for defraying the expense of the 
Institution, the Governor-General does not intend, without 
die sanction of the Honourable Court of Directors, to subject 
the Company to any expense on account of the Institution, 
beyond that which has already received their sanction inde¬ 
pendently of the Institution. 

The Honourable Court have authorised this Government 
to purchase the Writers* buildings, if they can be obtained 
on advantageous terms. These buildings cannot be obtained 
on such terms; nor can they be advantageously converted to 
the final purposes of the Institution. A sum equal to the 
just value of the buildings, or to the rent now paid for them, 
will be applied towards the purchase of a proper spot of 
ground, and to the buildings requisite for the College* 

The ground proposed to be employed is situated on the Gar¬ 
den Reach, where three or four of the present gardens will be 
laid together, a new road formed, and a large space of ground 
cleared and drained* This arrangement will improve the ge¬ 
neral health of the neighbourhood of Calcutta, as well as af¬ 
ford ample room for every accommodation required for the 
use of the College, or for the health of the students. 

The expenses of the institution will he defrayed by a small 
contribution from all the civil servants in India, to be de¬ 
ducted from their salaries. This resource will probably be 
sufficient for all present purposes* with the addition of the 
fund now applied to the Mooney's allowance, and of the 
profits to be derived from a new arrangement of the Govern¬ 
ment printing-press. 

The Governor-General lias not deemed it proper, in the 
first instance, to subject the Company to any additional ex¬ 
pense on account of the Institution, The Honourable Court 
of Directors, will, however, reflect, that the Institution b cal¬ 
culated to extend the blessings of good government to the 
many millions of people 1 whom Providence has subjected to 
our dominion, to perpetuate the immense advantages now 
derived by the Company from their possessions in India, and 
to establish the Bri tish Empire in India on the solid founda¬ 
tions of ability, integrity* virtue, and religion. The approved 
liberality of the Honourable Court will therefore certainly be 



manifested towards this institution to an extent commensu¬ 
rate with its importance* 


It would produce a most salutary impression in India if 
the Court, immediately on receiving this Regulation, were to 
order the Governor-General in Council to endow the College 
with an annual rent-charge on the revenues of Bengal, and 
issue a similar order to the Governor in Council at Fort St* 
George with respect to the revenue of Mysore; leaving the 
amount of the endowment, on each fund, to the Governor- 
General in Council, 

All those who feel any concern in the support of die Bri¬ 
tish Interests in India, and especially those whose fortunes 
hate been acquired in the service of the Company, or whose 
connections may now or hereafter look to this service for ad¬ 
vancement, will undoubtedly contribute to the support of this 
institution. Under the auspices of the Court, it is hoped that 
a large sum might be raised by subscription in Europe. 
The Governor-General considered the College at Fort Wil¬ 
liam to be the most becoming public monument which the 
East India Company could raise to commemorate the conquest 
of Mysore. He has accordingly dated the law for the founda¬ 
tion of the College on the 4th of May, 1800, the first anni¬ 
versary of the reduction of Seringapatam. 

The early attention of the Governor-General will be di¬ 
rected to the Mahommedan College founded at Calcutta, and 
to the Ilindoo College established at Benares. In the disor¬ 
ders which preceded the fail of the Mogul Empire and the 
British conquests in India, all the public institutions calcu¬ 
lated to promote education and good morals were neglected, 
and at length entirely discontinued. The institutions at 
Calcutta and Benares may lie made the means of aiding the 
study of the laws and languages in the College at Fort Wil¬ 
liam, as well as of correcting the defective moral principles 
too generally prevalent among the natives of India. 

An establishment of Moonshtes and native teachers of the 
languages under the control of the collegiate officers at Fort 
William will be attached to the new College, and the young 
men will be supplied from this establishment, Instead of 
being left (as at present) to exercise their own discretion in 
hiring such Moonshies as they can find in Calcutta or in the 
provinces, 
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These arrangements respecting the 1 native Colleges, while 
they contribute to the happiness of our native subjects, will 
qualify them to form a more just estimate of the mild and 
benevolent spirit of the British Government. 

In selecting the Garden Reach for the site of the building 
for the New College, two objects were in the contemplation 
of the Governor-General; first, that the ordinary residence 
of the students should he so near that of the Governor-Ge¬ 
neral as that he may have the constant means of superintend¬ 
ing the whole system and discipline of the institution. The 
distance of fifteen or sixteen miles, in this climate, would often 
embarrass the com mu meat ion. 

Secondly. That the College should be removed to some 
distance from the Town of Calcutta. The principle of this 
object is sufficiently intelligible without further explanation; 
it is, however, desirable tlwit the College should not be so 
remote from Calcutta as to preclude the young men from all 
intercourse with the society of that city. Advantages may 
be derived from a regulated intercourse with the higher 
classes of that society- The Garden Reach combines these 
advantages, with mahy others of space and accommodation* 
The situation of the Writers’ buildings is objectionable on 
account of their being placed in the centre of the town, Nor 
would it have been practicable in that situation (even if the 
Writers 1 buildings could have been purchased on reasonable 
terms) to have obtained an area of ground sufficiently spa¬ 
cious for the new building. 

As it will require a considerable time before the new build¬ 
ings in Garden Reach can be completed, it is intended in the 
meanwhile to continue to occupy the Writers* buildings, and 
to hire such additional buildings in the neighbourhood as 
may be required for the temporary accommodation of the stu¬ 
dents and officers of the College, for the library, the dining- 
hali, the lecture-rooms, and other purposes. It will be ne¬ 
cessary to make some considerable purchases of books for 
the foundation of the library* The Governor-General will 
effect whatever purchases can be made with economy and 
advantage in India. Lists of books will be transmitted to 
England by an early opportunity, with a view to such pur¬ 
chaser as it may be necessary to make in Europe ; and the 
Governor-General entertains no doubt that the Court of 
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Directors will contribute liberally towards such purchaser* 
That part of the library of the late Tippoo Sultaun, which 
was presented by the army to the Court of Directors, id lately 
arrived in Bengal. The Governor-General strongly recoin- 
mentis that the Oriental manuscripts composing this collec¬ 
tion should he deposited in the library of the College at Fort 
William; and it is bis intention to retain the manuscripts ac¬ 
cordingly., until lie shall receive the orders of the Court upon 
the subject. He will transmit lists of the collection by the 
first opportunity. 

It is obvious that these manuscripts may be rendered 
highly useful to the purposes of the new Institution, and that 
much more public advantage can be derived from them in 
the library of the College at Fort William, than can possibly 
be expected from deporting them in. London, 

Such of the manuscripts as may appear to be merely valu¬ 
able as curiosities may be transmitted to England by an early 
opportunity. 

It is the intention of the Governor-General that the first 
term of the College should be opened in the course of the 
month of November; and the lectures on several of the lan¬ 
guages, it is hoped, be commenced in the course ot the ensu¬ 
ing winter. 

With the aid of such temporary arrangements as may be 
immediately made, it is expected that many other branches of 
the Institution may be brought into immediate operation, par¬ 
ticularly those which relate to the expenses, morals, and ge¬ 
neral studies of the young men. Fortunately for the objects 
of the Institution, the Governor-General has found, at Cal¬ 
cutta, two Clergymen of the Church of England, eminently 
qualified to discharge the duties of Provost and Vice-Provost. 
To the former office he has appointed Mr. Brown, the Com¬ 
pany^ first Chaplain; and to the latter Mr. Buchanan. Mr. 
Brown's character must be well known in England, and par¬ 
ticularly so to some Members of the CciuTt of Directors ; it ia 
m every respect, such as to satisfy the Governor-General 
that his views in this nomination will not be disappointed. 
He has also formed the highest expectations from the abili¬ 
ties, learning, temper, and morals of Mr, Buchanan, whose 
character is well known in England, particularly to Dr. Par- 
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teus, Bishop of London, and to Dr. Milner, Master of 
Queen's College, in the University of Cambridge. 


With respect to the Professorships, those which relate to 
the languages will be best filled in India ; and the Governor- 
General entertains little doubt, that he shall soon he able to 
fill them permanently, in an efficient manner. In the mean¬ 
while, the most laudable zeal has been manifested by such 
persons in the civil and military service, as are competent to 
assist the Govern or-General in making a temporary provision 
for the discharge of the duties of these Professorships. The 
persons properly qualified to fill certain of the other Profes¬ 
sorships must be sought in Europe. The Institution will hr 
so framed as to offer strong inducements to such persons, and 
the Governor-General will endeavour, at the earliest possible 
period, to secure the assistance of talents, learning, and 
morals from Europe, adapted to the great purposes of this 
institution. It may be useful to observe, in tins place, that 
the Professors and native Moon shies or teachers will be pro¬ 
hibited from instructing any other persons than the students 
of the College. The object of this regulation is to prevent 
European parents, resident in India, from attempting to com¬ 
mence or to complete, by means of the new institution# the 
regular education of their children in India. It is an ob¬ 
viously necessary principle of policy to encourage the present 
practice of sending children, born in India of European pa¬ 
rents, at an early age, to Europe for education. 

The Governor-General means to recommend that the Court 
of Directors should hereafter nominate all persons destined 
for the civil service, at any of the Presidencies in India, to be 
students of the College at Fort William. To each student¬ 
ship (as has already been observed) will he annexed a 
monthly salary of 300 rupees, together with apartments and 
a common table. It will be for the Honourable Court to de¬ 
cide whether the ultimate destination of the student to the 
Civil Establishment of Bengal, Fort St. George, or Bombay, 
shall be specified in the original appointment to the student¬ 
ship at the College of Fort William, it would certainly be 
more advantageous to the public service, that no such ap¬ 
pointment should be made in England, and that the ulti¬ 
mate destination of each student should be determined in 
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India under the authority of the Government on the spot, 
according to the inclinations and acquirements of the stu¬ 
dents respectively. The improved state of the Civil Service 
at Fort St. George, and the indispensable necessity of intro¬ 
ducing the same improvements into the service at Bombay, 
will speedily render the Civil Service at each of those Pre- 
dencies no less advantageous and respectable than that of 
Bengal. 

The Governor-General highly applauds the wisdom of the 
late order of the Court regulating the rank of the cadets for 
the artillery according to the period of time when they may 
be respectively reported to be qualified for commissions 
under the institutions of the Academy at Woolwich. It 
would be a most beneficial regulation to declare that the 
rank, of all students appointed to the College of Fort W illiutn, 
in the same season, should be regulated according to their 
respective progress in the prescribed studies of the College, 
and to the public testimonials of their respective merit, esta¬ 
blished according to the discipline and institutions of the 


College. 

If the Court of Directors should approve the principles 
and objects of this Institution, and should accordingly order 
the Governor-General to endow it with a rent-charge upon 
the land revenue of Bengal and Mysore, it would be a gra¬ 
cious act to relieve the Civil Service in India from the tax 
which the Governor-General intends to impose on the public 
salaries for the support of the College. The tax will indeed 
be very light, but the Court of Directors may probably be of 
opinion that such an Institution as the present ought to be 
supported, rather by the munificence of the Sovereign of the 
country than by any diminution, however inconsiderable, of 
the established allowances of the public officers. 


Wellesebt. 
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No. -LXXXV1I. 

Fort William, July lOtb, 1SOO. 

Regtihtim for the foundation of a College dt Fort IFitfhm in Bengal, and 
fbr the better instruction of the Jmmr Curil Servan ts of the Ihmnrable 
the English Must India Company in the important duties belonging to the 
several arduous stations to which the said Junior Civil Servants vur?j he 
respective! 1 } ikstined in the administration of jar dee, ami in the general 
Government of the British Empire in India.—Passed by the G over nor- 
General tit Comic it, on the 10/A Jaly, 1800; corresponding with the 28 th 
Assar. 1207 , Bengal era ; the 4 th Sat&un, 1207, Fussily; the 28/A A war, 
1207t IVilluity; the 4th Satmm, 1867, Sumhut; and the 17 th Suffer, 1215, 
Higeree ^—But by his Lordship's special order, hearing date on the 4 th 
May, 18CM>, being (hejira! anniversary of the glorious and derive victory 
obtained hy the British arms at Sernigapatina, the capital of the Kingdom 
of Mysore. 

Whereas it hath pleased the Divine Providence to favour 
the counsels and arms of Great Britain in Judin with a conti¬ 
nued course of prosperity and glory; and whereas, by the 
victorious issue of several successive wars, and hy the happy 
result of a just, wise, and moderate system of policy , exten¬ 
sive territories in Hindustan, and in the Deccan, have been 
subjected to the dominion of Great Britain, and under the 
government of the Honourable the English East India Com¬ 
pany, in process of time a great and powerful empire has 
been founded, comprehending many populous and opulent 
provinces, and various nations, differing in religious persua¬ 
sions, in language, manners, and habits, and respectively 
accustomed to be governed according to peculiar usages, doc¬ 
trines, and laws; and whereas the sacred duty, true interest, 
honour, and policy of the British nation require, that effec¬ 
tual provision should be made at all times for the good govern¬ 
ment of the British empire in India, and for the prosperity 
and happiness of the people inhabiting the same; and many 
wise and salutary regulations have accordingly been enacted 
from time to time by the Governor-General in Council with 
the benevolent intent and purpose of administering to the 
said people their own laws, usages, and customs, in the mild 
and benignant spirit of the British constitution; and whereas 
it is indispensably necessary with a view to secure the due 
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execution aud administration of the said wise, salutary, and 
benevolent regulations in all time to come, as well as of such 
regulations and laws at may hereafter be enacted by the 
Governor-General in Council, that the civil servants of the 
Honourable the English East India Company exercising high 
and important functions in the government of India, should 
be properly qualified to discharge the arduous duties of their 
respective offices and stations; should he sufficiently in¬ 
structed in the general principles of literature and science, 
and should possess a competent knowledge, as well of the 
laws, government, and constitution of Great Britain, as of 
the several native languages of Hindustan aud the Deccan, 
and of the laws, usages, and customs of the provinces which 
the said civil servants respectively may be appointed to go¬ 
vern ; and whereas the early interruption in Europe of the 
education and studies of the persons destined for the civil 
service of the Honourable the English East India Company 
precludes them from acquiring, previously to their arrival in 
India, a sufficient foundation in the general principles of lite¬ 
rature and science, or a competent knowledge of the laws, 
government, and constitution of Great Britain; and many 
qualifications essential to the proper discharge of the arduous 
and important duties of the civil service in India, cannot be 
fully attained otherwise than by a regular course of education 
and study in India, conducted under the superintendence, 
direction, and control of the supreme authority of the go¬ 
vernment of these possessions ; and whereas no public insti¬ 
tution now exists in India, under which the junior servants 
appointed at an early period of life to the civil service of the 
Honourable the English East India Company, can at tain the 
necessary means of qualifying themselves for the high and 
arduous trusts to which they are respectively destined; and 
no system of discipline or education has been established in 
India for the purpose of directing and regulating the studies 
of the said junior servants, or of guiding their conduct upon 
their first arrival in India, or of forming, improving, or pre- 
serving their morals, or of encouraging them to maintain the 
honour of the British name in India by a regular and orderly 
course of industry, prudence, integrity, and religion ; L he 
most noble Richard Marquess Wellesley, Knight of the illus¬ 
trious Order of Saint Patrick, &c. &c, ? Governor-General in 
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’ouneil, deeming the establishment of such an institution, 
and system of discipline, education, and study, to be requi¬ 
site for the good government and stability of the British em¬ 
pire in India, and for the maintenance of the interests and 
honour of the Honourable the English East India Company, 
his Lordship in Council hath therefore enacted as follows, 

lit A college is hereby founded at Fort William in Bengal 
for the better instruction of the junior civil servants of the 
Company, in such branches of literature, science, and know¬ 
ledge, as may be deemed necessary to qualify them for the 
discharge of the duties of the different offices constituted for 
the administration of the government of the British posses¬ 
sions in the East Indies, 

HI, A suitable building shall be erected for the college, 
containing- apartments for the superior officers, for the stu¬ 
dents, for a library, and for such other purposes as may be 
found necessary, 

IV, The Governor-Gcneral shall be the patron and visitor 
of the college. 

V, The members of the Supreme Council, and the judges 
of the sudder dewarmy adawlut, and of the nixamut adawlut, 
shall be the governors of the college. 

VI, The Governor-General in Council shall be trustee for 
the management of the funds of the college, and shall regu¬ 
larly submit his proceedings in that capacity to the Honour¬ 
able the Court of Directors, 

VII, The Gomptrolling Committee of Treasury shall be 
treasurers of the college* 

VIII, The Accountant-General, and the Civil Auditor, 
shall he respectively accountant, and auditor of accounts, of 
the college. 

IX, The Advocate-General, and the Honourable Com¬ 
pany's standing Counsel, shall be the law officers of the 
college. 

X, The immediate government of the college shall be 
vested in a Provost and Vice-Provost, and such other officers 
as the patron and visitor shall think proper to appoint, with 
such salaries as he shall deem expedient. The Provost, Vice- 
Provost, and all other officers of the college* shall be re¬ 
movable at the discretion of the patron and visitor. 
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L The Provost shall always be a clergyman of the 
church of England, as established by him 

X [I. Every proceeding and act of the Patron and V isitor 
shall be submitted to the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
and shall be subjected to their pleasure, 

XIIL The primary duties of the Provost shall he to re¬ 
ceive the junior civil servants on their first arrival at Fort 
William; to superintend and regulate their general morals 
and conduct; to assist them with his advice and admonition; 
and to instruct and confirm them in the principles of the 
Christian religion, according to the doctrine, discipline, and 
rites of the church of England, as established by law* 

XIV, '[’lie Patron and Visitor shall establish such profes¬ 
sorships, with such endowments as shall be judged proper, 
XV Professorships shall be established as soon as maybe 
practicable, and regular courses of lectures commenced, in 
the following branches of literature, science, and knowledge: 

Languages. —Arabic, Persian, Shanscrit, Hindoos tanee, 
Bengal, Telinga, Mahratta, Tamul, Canara; Mahomed an 
law, Hindoo law, ethics, civil jurisprudence, and the law of 
nations ; English law; the regulations and laws enacted by 
the Governor-General in Council, or by the Governors in 
Council at Fort St. George and Bombay respectively, for the 
civil government of the British territories in India; political 
oecouomy, and particularly the commercial institutions and 
interests of the East India Company; geography and mathe¬ 
matics ; modern languages of Europe; Greek, Latin, and 
English classics; general history, antient and modern; the 
history aud antiquities of Hindoostan and the Deccan; na¬ 
tural history; botany, chemistry, and astronomy- 

XVL The Patron and Visitor may authorize the same pro¬ 
fessor to read lectures in more than one of the enumerated 
branches of study, and may at any time unite, or separate 
any of the said professorships, or may found additional pro¬ 
fessorships in such other branches of study as may appear 
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necessary. 

XVII. The Provost 'and Vice-Provost, after having re¬ 
mained in the government of the college for the complete 
period of seven years, and any professor, after having read 
lectures in the college for the complete period of seven years, 
or of twenty-eight terms, and after having respectively re- 
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, under the hand and seal of the Patron and Visitor, a 
testimonial of good conduct during that period of time, snail 
be entitled to & A annual pension for fife, to he paid either in 
Europe or in India, according to the option of the party* 
The pension shall in no ease be less than one-third of the 
annual salary received by such Provost or Viee-Provost re¬ 
spectively during his continuance in the government of the 
college, or by any such Professor* during the period of his 
regular lectures* The pension raay in any case be increased 
at the discretion of the Patron and Visitor. 

XVIII, All the civil servants of the Company who may be 
hereafter appointed on the establishment of the Presidency 
of Bengal, shall be attached to the college for the first three 
years after their arrival in Bengal, and during that period of 
time, the prescribed studies in the college shall constitute 
their sole public duty, 

XIX. All the civil servants now on the establishment of 
the Presidency of Bengal, whose residence in Bengal shall 
not have exceeded the term of three years, shall be imme¬ 
diately attached to the college for the term of three years 
from the date of this regulation, 

XX, Any of the junior civil servants of the Company in 
Ind ia, whether belonging to the establishment of this Presi¬ 
dency, or to that of Fort St. George, or of Bombay, may be 
admitted to the benefits of the institution by order of the 
Governor-General in Council* for such term* arid under such 
regulations, as may be deemed advisable. 

XXI, Any of the junior military servants of the Company 
in India, whether belonging to the establishment of this Pre¬ 
sidency, or to that of Fort St, George, or of Bombay, may be 
admitted to the benefits of the institution, by order of the 
Governor-General in Council, for such term, and under such 
regulations, as may be deemed advisable. 

XXII. In the college at Fort William, four terms shall 
be observed in each year ; the duration of each term shall be 
two months. Four vacations shall also be established in each 
yesi; the duration of each vacation shall he one month* 

XXIII, Two public examinations shall be liolden annually, 
and prices and honorary rewards shall be publicly distributed 
by the Provost, in the presence of the Patron and Governors, 
to such students as shall appear to merit them. 
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XXIV. Degrees shall be established, and shall be rendered 
requisite qualifications for certain offices in the civil govern¬ 
ments of Bengal, Fort St* George, and Bombay ; and promo¬ 
tion in the civil service shall be the necessary result of merit 
publicly approved, according to the discipline and institutions 
of the college* 

XXV. Statutes shall be framed by the Provost of the col¬ 
lege, under the superintendence of the Governors of the 
college, respecting the internal regulation, discipline, and go¬ 
vernment of the college ; but no statute shall be enforced 
until it shall have been sanctioned by the Patron and Visitor. 
The statutes so sanctioned shall be printed according to a 
form to be prescribed by the Patron and Visitor. 

XXVI- The Patron and Visitor shall be empowered, at all 
times of his sole and exclusive authority, to amend or abro¬ 
gate any existing statute, or to enact any new statute for the 
regulation, discipline, and government of the college- 

XX VII, A regular statement of all salaries, appointments, 
or removals of the officers of the college, shall be submitted 
by the Patron and Visitor of the college at the expiration of 
each term, to the Governor-General in Council, and by the 
Governor-General in Council to the Honourable the Court 
of Directors; printed copies of all statutes enacted by the 
Patron and Visitor shall also be submitted to the Governor- 
General in Council, and to the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, at the same periods of time, and in the aarne 
manner.* 


No. LXXXYJll 

The MarqtteM IFeUesky to ike Right Hon . Hmrtj Pundm. 


July 13 th, 1800. 


Mr dear Sir, 


The representations which I have lately received from Fort 
St. George, relative to the reduced state of his Majesty's regi¬ 
ments of infantry serving at that Presidency, have suggested 
such serious considerations to my mind, as render it my indis¬ 
pensable duty to direct your immediate and unremitting at¬ 
tention to this most important subject. 


For the statutes of the College, see Appendix, 
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It would be superfluous to detail m a letter to you, the 
reasons which demonstrate that the security of our interests 
in India require the European force, which may be deemed 
necessary for the different establishments tn India, to be 
maintained as complete and efficient as possible. The total 
number of European troops to be maintained for the general 
service of India, may admit of a variety of opinions. My own 
judgment is, that the augmentation of our European force 
should always bear a due proportion to the increased value 
and extent of our possessions in India* since in every ardu¬ 
ous crisis we must principally depend, for the preservation of 
those possessions on our European troops. If, therefore, 
previous to the late war in Mysore, the European establish¬ 
ment in India did not exceed the requisite proportion, that 
establishment must be deemed inadequate to our present 
extended dominions, as well as to the increase which it has 
been unavoidably necessary to make in the native part of our 
Indian army. Considerations of prudence as well as of mili¬ 
tary convenience demand, that every augmentation of our 
native troops in India should he accompanied by a due aug¬ 
mentation of our European force, artillery as well as infantry. 
The conquest of Mysore, by diminishing our danger in India 
from the native powers, may appear to diminish the necessity 
of augmenting our European force; but if the extension of 
our dominions, and of oar alliances has rendered an increase 
of our native force indispensable, the same reasons demand a 
proportionate augmentation of the European part of the 
army- In addition to these considerations it must be observed 
that, while the war in Europe shall continue, our empire in 
India must constantly be exposed to the attempts of the 
French, although that danger also is certainly much diminished 
by the fall of Tippoo Sultaun. 

It is unnecessary to observe to you, that no augmentation 
of our European force has taken place since the late war in 
Mysore, But I desire to call your particular observation to 
the alarming condition of our European force in India since 
that period* The casualties of the several corps have neces¬ 
sarily been numerous, and the supply of recruits from Europe 
has either totally ceased, or been extremely inconsiderable* 
The number of his Majesty’s regiments of infantry in India, 
continues indeed to bo the same; but instead of consisting 
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.,200 rank and file, according to the establishment, those 
employed under the Presidency of J'ort St. George, are 
stated to be reduced to an average of about 500 rank 
and file fit for duty. The regiments belonging to the 
establishment of Botnbaj', and those on the Island of Ceylon 
are also very incomplete. His Majesty s three regiments of 
infantry at this Presidency do not exceed 2,400 rank and 
file, or about 800 men each. The Company’s European ar¬ 
tillery are everywhere extremely weak, llu: fixed establish¬ 
ment of this corps is defective at all the Presidencies: and 
the numbers wanting to complete even that defective esta¬ 
blishment are now so considerable, that I intend without 
delay to reduce one of'the Company’s European regiments in 
Bengal, for the purpose of augmenting the artillery of this 
Presidency, and I shall probably carry into effect a similar 
measure at Fort St. George and Bombay. 

From a statement which I have received from the Comman- 
der-in-Chief it appears that the sixteen King’s Regiments of 
Infantry now in India, consisted on the 1st of May, 1800, of 
about 11,000 rank and file , the deficiencies amounting to above 
8,000 men. The Company’s four European Regiments may 
he reckoned at 2,500 rank and file; the Swiss Regiment ,l)e 
Meuron at about 600, making the total European infantry in 
India, King’s and Company’s, about 14,000 rank and file. 

But as these numbers include the sick, from this amount 
must be deducted at least one fourth in calculating the num¬ 
bers now ready for service, which would leave the total 
number of Europeans actually able to take the field m t e 
British empire in India, about 10,500 men. 

This European force is far inferior to the strength of that 
which ought to be constantly maintained in India,.in a con¬ 
dition for field service. In Bengal alone 6,000 European 
infantry should always be ready for active duty > _ tie 
establishment of Bengal, in order to be enabled at ail times 
to furnish such a disposable force, ought to consist at least 
of eight regiments of the present nominal strengt , or 


rank and file each* , 

Bight thousand European infantry should always be ready 
for service on the Coast of Coromandel including Mysore; and 
at least 4,000 for the service of Ceylon and Bombay, and the 
Coasts of Canara and Malabar. To furnish 12,000 efficient 



THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, TO 


*SL 


ii for these different points would require an establish¬ 
ment of at least 21>,{XX) rank and file* 

I would therefore propose that the European infantry for 
India should be fixed at twenty-five regiments of the present 
establishment of strength 1,200, (making altogether 30,000 
rank and file) which number, according to past experience 
would be requisite in order at all times to furnish a force of 
1 8,OUO men for field service. This calculation however, sup- 
poses an improved degree of attention to the regular supply 
of recruits from Europe* 

The whole of this European infantry should consist of 
King's troops; and the Company 1 ** European regiments in 
Bengal, at Fort St George and Bombay, should be converted 
into artillery as far as the men might be found serviceable in 
that branch of the army. The remainder might either be 
drafted into his Majesty's regiments, or returned to Europe* 

I am not of opinion that it will be necessary that the Eu¬ 
ropean regiments of the Company* which I propose to be 
reduced, shall be replaced by new regiments of native infantry 
raised merely for that purpose- Th e course of our subsidiary 
engagements, and the extension of dominion to which they 
are likely to lead, by means of the commutation of subsidy 
for territory, will necessarily require some increase of the 
native infantry, and consequently afford sufficient means of 
disposing of the officers belonging to the reduced European 
corps- But whatever augmentation of the native infantry 
may hereafter be requisite on account of our new subsidiary 
engagements, and the augmentation of our territorial re¬ 
sources - You will observe that the expense will not prove 
any additional burthen to the Company, but will be defrayed 
either in money or cession of territory by the state, for 
whose service or protection the additional troops shall have 
been raised* 

An augmentation of our European cavalry in India is 
scarcely loss necessary than that of our infantry* lam of opinion 
that we ought to maintain at least eight complete regiments 
of dragoons. Of the additional regiments, two should be 
stationed in the Peninsula of India, and two in the province 
of Oude. 

I have already stated the alarming deficiency of on * artillery 
throughout India; and the expedient to which 1 intend to 
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Visort for the remedy of this serious evil But the best remedy 
which l may be enabled to apply will be insufficient, on ac¬ 
count of the great deficiency of officers of artillery ; some 
companies have now no more than one commissioned officer 
doing duty with them. This deficiency proceeds in a great 
measure, from the original inadequacy of the establishment 
in point of commissioned officers; and partly from the neglect 
of a regular supply of cadets. Of the establishment of 
officers* defective as it k, nearly one-third are either on fur¬ 
lough, or employed in staff offices which preclude them from 
the performance of regimental duty. One additional subal¬ 
tern at least should be posted to every company of artillery; 
and I most particularly request your attention to the necessity 
of sending out to India without delay, both an ample supply 
of private artillery men, and of cadets for the artillery corps. 

As connected with the subject of artillery* I beg leave to 
call your particular attention to the declining state of the 
fo tindery at Fort William, which* owing to the ignorance of 
those in charge of that department, is no longer able to supply 
the ordnance required for the use of this, and of the other 
Presidencies, This failure has made it necessary that we 
should apply to England for a supply of field ordnance, and 
I earnestly entreat you to adopt the requisite measures for 
enforcing a complete compliance with the Indent of the 
military board for this purpose. I also most particularly 
recommend to your immediate consideration the absolute 
necessity of sending as soon as possible to Bengal one or 
more scientific persons properly qualified to conduct the 
foundery at Fort ’William, this is an evil which requires the 
most serious attention, and the most prompt remedy. 


Believe me, my dear Sir, 
with the greatest regard and esteem, ever 
Yours most faithfully, 

W Et LESLEY. 


^'Jttsruy 



No. LXXXIX. 

The Marquets fFeUeahy tv the Chainmn of the Honour Me Court of 
■J tree tor#. 


g JEj Fort William* August L8th s 1800. 

I have the honour to transmit to you the copy of a Saw** 
which I have passed for the better instruction of the junior 
civil servants of the Company* it* the arduous duties of their 
respective stations in India; I also enclose an extract from 
my notes,f explanatory of the grounds and objects of the law 
in question. 

Although tliis communication cannot be considered strictly 
official; and although it is my intention to forward a regular 
official despatch to the Court of Directors by an early con¬ 
veyance, I am anxious that they should receive the earliest 
possible Intelligence of the nature of the institution* which I 
have founded at Calcutta. I, therefore request you to have 
the goodness to communicate the enclosed papers to the 
members of the Court; to the copy of the law and of my 
notes, I have added a copy of the Report of the Committee, 
appointed to examine the young gentlemen, who had been 
directed to attend Mr. Gilchrist’s lectures in ilie Hindoo 
tarniee language. 

The early support of the Court of Directors will tend to 
give animation and spirit to the new Institution. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 

Wellesley, 

P,S. Lord Wellesley requests that the Chairman of the 
Court of Directors will have the goodness to transmit a copy 
of the ** Extract of the Govern or-General’s Notes;' to Lord 
Cornwallis, and another to Lord Teignmouth. 


See p. 356, 


t See p. m. 
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The Marquest Wellesley to the Rifht Honourable Lord Clive, 

My Lor a, Fort William, August 2-%cf, 1800. 

jf have had under my consideration Mr, Secretary Webbe’s 
letter of the 5th instant in the secret department to the 
chief secretary of this Government, together with the enclo¬ 
sure which accompanied it, 

I think it expedient to furnish your Lordship with my di¬ 
rections on the points referred to me by order of your Lord- 
ship in Council, in the form of a separate official despatch to 
you, 

l concur in opinion with the honourable Colonel Welles¬ 
ley, that the power arul success obtained by Rhoondia since 
his repulse in 1799, are to be principally, if not entirely attri* 
buffed to the contests which have arisen between the Mah- 
ratta Chiefs on the southern frontier of the Mali rat ta State, 
If we could always direct the conduct of those Chiefs, their 
concord would be well calculated to prevent the return of 
any danger or alarm, either from Rhoondia, or from any ad¬ 
venturer of a similar description on that part of the fron¬ 
tier. 

But the practicability of effecting n permanent or sincere 
reconciliation between the Chiefs in question is doubtful, and 
it h evident that a precarious or fallacious reconciliation 
could not produce the advantages which were in Colonel 
Wellesley's contemplation. 

If a sincere concord between these Chiefs could be at¬ 
tained, its general policy would be questionable; such a paci¬ 
fication might conduce to the temporary security and tranquil¬ 
lity of Mysore; but in the rapid succession of revolutions in 
the Mahratta Empire, the reconciliation of the Chiefs now 
contending in the southern part of that Empire might ulti¬ 
mately tend to consolidate a power in that quarter, which, 
singly or combined, either with Rhoondia, or with some ad¬ 
venturer of a similar description* might hereafter become an 
established and perpetual source of disquietude and vexation 
to tiie frontier of Mysore, and might produce mischiefs of 
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ajifiore permanent nature than can be apprehended fror 
csultory efforts of any vagrant adventurer; 

Independently'of these considerations, your Lordship has 
justly observed, that in the actual state of affairs at Poonnh, 
wo must regulate our proceedings in regard to the measures 
suggested hy Colonel Wellesley with a view to the probable 
course of events in that quarter. My latest advices from Co¬ 
lonel Palmer indicate an approaching crisis of a nature which 
may demand our speedy and active interference in support 
of the just authority of the Peishwa. It is probable that I 
may receive an early and urgent application for that purpose 
from the Peishwa himself. In such an event, it may become 
necessary for a large proportion of the troops under the 
command of Colonel Wellesley to proceed (in concert with 
those of the Nizam, and with a detachment from Bombay,) 
towards Poonahi The intermediate motions of Colonel 
Wellesley must be guided with a view to this probable con¬ 
tingency. 

The necessity of guarding against the revival of Dhoon- 
dia’s rebellion, and against the possibility of other commo¬ 
tions on the frontier, render it advisable that Colonel Wel¬ 
lesley should continue to occupy the Mahrufcta, territory, and 
to hold several posts from which he has expelled Dboondia’s 
forces until all reasonable apprehension of further disturb¬ 
ances shall have been removed. In either of two possible 
events, it would be wise and just to proceed still further : — 
first, the flight of Btiagy Iiao from Poonah; second, the 
seizure of his Highness’s person by Dowlut liao Scindia. 
In either of these cades, Colonel Wellesley’s secure establish¬ 
ment, within the Mahratta frontier, would facilitate his ad¬ 


vance towards Poonnh, whenever he might receive my orders 
to that effect, conveyed through your Lordship, or directly 
from Fort William through Hyderabad. 

I, therefore, request your Lordship to inform Colonel Wel¬ 
lesley, without delay, that on his receiving authentic and un¬ 
questionable intelligence either of the flight or imprisonment 
of Baagy Rao (unless some obstacle should exist from the 
position of Dhoondia or some other force), the Britisli anny 
is directed and authorised to fate immediate possession, in 
the name, and on the behalf, of the Peishwa, of all the coun¬ 
try as far as the Bank of the Ristna. Colonel Wellesley will 





algo summons, in ;he name of the Peislnva, such forts and 
strong places within the limits described as it shall be judged 
expedient for the British troops to occupy* Colonel Welles¬ 
ley will endeavour to obtain possession of all such forts or 
strong places in a peaceable and amicable manner, and he 
will not seize them by force unless the security of the British 
army, and the success of its ultimate movements should ap¬ 
pear to require such an operation, or unless any such place 
slum Id be actually in the possession of troops belonging to 
Dowlnt Rao Scindia, or notoriously in his interests* 

If Colonel Wellesley should engage in the operations de¬ 
scribed and authorized in the foregoing paragraph, he will 
take care to satisfy the inhabitants of the country that the 
British Government entertain no other view in .them than the 
restoration of the Peishwa's lawful authority. 

A difficulty arises with respect to the revenues of the coun¬ 
tries proposed to be eventually occupied by the British 
troops. The pretensions of the sons of Pursaram Bhow to 
the possessions of those countries cannot be deemed valid in 
opposition to the authority of the Peishwu, by whom those 
chieftains were lately deprived of the Government of the dis¬ 
tricts in question. It is possible that Baagy Rao may imvo 
been compelled by Scindia to adopt this measure; but cir¬ 
cumstances render it sufficiently probable that the act of de ¬ 
privation, if it did not originate with the Peishwa, received 
his cordial concurrence. Baagy Rao may naturally be sup¬ 
posed to be hostile to the aggrandizement of a son of Purse- 
ram Bhow. 

On the other hand, the family of Piirseram Bhow probably 
possesses considerable influence and authority in the coun¬ 
tries which it had governed. Probably, therefore, some 
member of that family would be the best instrument which 
could be employed to draw forth the resources of the coun¬ 
try for the \m and benefit of our army. 

It would, therefore, be desirable that Colonel Palmer 
should so far succeed in the negotiation recommended to hh 
attention by Colonel Wellesley, on behalf of the family of 
the kite Purseram Bhow, as to obtain for them the tempo¬ 
rary charge of the districts in question. But I apprehend 
that Baagy Rad will not consent even to that partial arrange¬ 
ment. In the event of Baagy Rao s imprisonment, the per- 
vol. n. 3 u 
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sons already empowered by a secret Commission to act for 
him during his confinement* might possibly entertain moie 
favourable dispositions. 


Under these circumstances, I rely on the discretion of Co¬ 
lonel Wellesley, to make the best practicable arrangement 
for the countries to be eventually occupied by Ids army. If 
lie should judge it to be indispensably necessary to commit 
those countries to the provisional charge of Purseram Bhow’s 
sons* such a measure will increase the difficulty of convincing 
the country at large, and especially the real adherents of Raagy 
Rao, that we are acting solely for the benefit of the Peishwa* 
In tliis situation Colonel Wellesley will feel the increased ne¬ 
cessity of employing every other exertion for the purpose of 
removing any doubt of the sincere disposition of the British 
Government to act effectually on the behalf of Baagy Ran. 

In whatever hands the temporary Government of the 
countries in question may be placed. Colonel Wellesley wifi 
demand from that authority such supplies of money and pro¬ 
visions as may be requisite and attainable for the use of the 
array. 

The Rajah of Kolapoor is suspected to have connected 
himself with Rowlut Rao Soindia; it is, therefore, necessary 
that Colonel Wellesley should he extremely circumspect in 
any transactions with that Rajah, 

I have the honour to be, &c- 

WeluuSlev. 


No. XCh 

Sir John Jnstruther to the Mtirqueu iFellvsley. 

My bear Loro, Benares, 31st August ‘ 1800- 

I am very much obliged to you for yours of the 21st in¬ 
stant, which I only received this day, it having gone on to 
Allahabad. 

It gave me much pleasure to hear of the Colonel s success, 
which will put an end to even the seeds of war in the Penin¬ 
sula i and the conclusion of your commutation treaty will 
give a solidity and security to the British power in the 
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Deccan it never has known, and, but for you, probably never 
we tiki have known. It will not only furnish a boundary not 
to be passed by a native force, hut it places our connection 
with the Nbam upon a basis not to be shaken, either by 
jealousy or folly; the seeds of interference with bis Govern¬ 
ment are destroyed, and all chance of failure of subsidy taken 
away, nothing will remain that can occasion either dispute or 
discontent. 

But this measure, when coupled with a treaty with the Ra¬ 
jah of Tanjore, already executed, and one, I hope, nearly so 
with the Nabob, will place the government of the coast upon 
a footing which must loudly call for Mr, Du nd ns's immediate 
interference* It is too important for the present form of 
Government, arid must be placed more immediately under 
the Government-General, 

Upon the whole I have been much pleased and benefited 
by my trip, which extended to Allahabad, and was much 
delighted to find prosperity and security through all the 
country making the most rapid advances, and cultivation in¬ 
creasing beyond expectation. But you have done touch 
more towards it than you are aware of; the constant change 
of plan and system in the collection of the revenues had im¬ 
pressed the minds of the people with ideas of the instability 
of any system whatever- Nor could they be convinced that 
the perpetual settlement ever would take place: they said 
that it was introduced by Lord Cornwallis, and would last 
while Sir J. Shore staid, as he was at the hoard when it 
began ; but that a new Governor would arrive with a new pro¬ 
ject The reasoning was not ill founded, hut when they 
found a new Governor of great name, power, and authority 
confirming the settlement at the end of the decennial one, 
they were perfectly satisfied; and since that period the culti¬ 
vation, particularly in Bahar and Benares, probably lower as¬ 
sessed than Bengal, lias been astonishing. Benares is a 
garden; I can compare the country from Blixar to Mirza- 
pore to nothing but a fine English park, which has been 
ploughed up, and the owner, not to spoil the view from his 
house, has bestowed unusual pains on the cultivation* From 
Mirzapore to Allahabad, I went by dawk ; nearly thirty miles 
of the road lay through the Vizier's dominions ; the differ¬ 
ence is not to be described; the country is a desert, but the 
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J^ins of cultivation viable: villages only to be distinguished 
by the rising grounds, covered with broken bricks, formed 
of their ruins. Desolation cannot be more strongly painted; 
but I am told here that the effect of disbanding the troops is, 
in many places, already felt; people having a soldiery to pro¬ 
tect, and not to plunder, them, begin to return to their fields. 
What would not that country be under British Government? 

I am very much pleased with the report of the examination. 
it must do great good, and .1 am sure yon are right to place 
the College out of town; discipline can only be enforced in 
such a situation; hut I wish you may he able to fill it up on 
the very extended plan of education you propose, ft has, 
however, the advantage of your being able to execute it by 
degrees ; and as you find persons qualified to fill the stations 
and execute their duties for it, it would be better to delay 
establishing a Professorship than fill it with an indifferent 
teacher at the outset. 

The Europe news, for which I beg you to accept iny best 
tlmnks, is upon the whole, good ; and 1 hope, on my return, 
to find your brother with you, and that ho brings with him 
lU ch marks of the approbation of your country as are satisfac¬ 
tory to you and your friends ; but if you go on as you are 
now going, you will leave her no adequate marks of gratitude 
to bestow. 

Yours ever affectionately, 


A . AvSTitUTMER* 


No. XCH. 

77/fi? Marquess ff tllestnj to the Right Honourable Lord Clw?. 

MY Loud, Fart William, September 6th, 1800. 

The question respecting the persons, represented by Lieut.- 
Coloncl Close, to have emigrated from the territories oi the 
Nizam to those of the Rajah of Mysore, is rendered delicate 
by the stipulations of some of our treaties with the Nizam, 
and by a false principle of policy adopted by the British 

Governments in India* # 

The oppressive and capricious character of the native Go- 
vemments of India* anti the frequent convulsions to which 
they are exposed, tend to produce u disposition to emigrate 
among the different classes of their subjects. It is natural that 







THE RIGHT HON* TURD t'.’MVB. 


v*C- -^; 

thenative governments ii! ull their negotiations with us should 
endeavour to avert this necessary effect of their own internal 
mis management, liy raising every possible obstacle to the 
emigration of their subjects. From these considerations have 
originated all those stipulations in our several treaties with 
the native powers, which provide for the mutual surrender 
or expulsion of fugitives from the respective dominions of the 
contracting parties. 

The British Government appear to have entered into these 
engagements with a facility, justifiable on no other principle 
than a persuasion, that such stipulations were not less neces¬ 
sary or advantageous to onr interests, tlitin to those of the 
other contracting parties. Even in cases where the obliga¬ 
tions of treaty have been doubtful, our practice has been 
usually governed by the same apparent persuasion; without 
any absolute necessity, we have frequently refused protection 
to the subjects of contiguous states, flying from oppression, 
with the apparent policy of discouraging by such examples, 
any similar attempts of our own subjects. 

In former periods of our history, under all the original 
defects, abuses and corruptions of our first establishments in 
India, such a policy might possibly be requisite to prevent 
tile depopulation of our own dominions; but in the present 
improved state of our civil administration in India, and with 
the prospect of a progressive reform in the whole system of 
our internal government, we have no common interest with the 
contiguous native powers in restraining the emigration of such 
as may desire to pass the boundaries of our respective fron¬ 
tiers. The opulent and industrious classes of the Company's 
subjects can have no inducement to renounce the protection 
of the British Government, or to abandon the only spot in 
Asia where the right.? of property are respected, or where the 
person of the subject is guarded by the law. On the other 
hand, the same class of inhabitants among the nations con¬ 
tiguous to our possessions will he disposed to seek our pro¬ 
tection, and to obtain an establishment within our dominions, 
in proportion to the security enjoined under our government 
contrasted with the precarious condition of life, liberty and 
property under the best administrations of the surrounding 
states. It is, therefore, evident that any stipulation of treaty, 
or established practice tending to restrain emigration on our 
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frontier cannot operate with reciprocal advantage to our 
interests, but must tend to the positive injury of the Com¬ 
pany's dominions by discouraging the introduction of new 
settlers within our provinces; and consequently by repressing 
the growth of population and wealth. No departure from 
clear and unambiguous engagements of treaty can be justified 
under this pretence. In all such cases wc must be content to 
correct the state, of our public obligations, as occasions shall 
oiler, by the necessary alteration of our defective treaties* 
But in future all our engagements with the native governments 
must be framed with a view to avoid the fundamental error 
of pur former policy. It would, however, in the meanwhile be 
contrary to every principle of wisdom to persevere in the 
practice of conforming in doubtful cases of treaty to the views 
of our allies, by surrendering, or expelling from our territo¬ 
ries any emigrants whom our allies may demand, under what¬ 
ever character or description. 

In all cases not clearly provided for by any existing treaty, 
or by the established usage of friendly and civilized states, 
nothing more can be justly expected, nothing more should be 
hereafter conceded, than a candid examination of the alleged 
pretention. For this purpose every claim of a nature in any 
degree doubtful, must be accompanied by the explanations 
and evidence necessary to an equitable decision of its merits* 
As it will be in the power of our allies, and of every conti¬ 
guous state to examine and decide our occasional reclamations 
of fugitive subjects in the same manner, no reasonable objec¬ 
tion can he urged against our mode of proceeding* 

In the case reported by Lieut.-Colonel Close, in his letter 
of the 24th of January, 1800, there does not? appear to have 
been even a plausible ground for the demand made by the 
manager of Pencooiidah, The cases cannot frequently occur; 
in which it would be proper or necessary for the British Go¬ 
vernment to proceed to the length of seizing and delivering up 
the fugitive subjects of a neighbouring state. Murderers, noto¬ 
rious robbers or banditti, and deserters from the army consti¬ 
tute perhaps the only descriptions of persons against whom such 
extreme measures ought ever to be taken by our government 
hi the requisition of a foreign power. In the present instance, 
the requisition is not suggested by any colour of reason; 
adverting to the very recent acquisition of the district of 


tfutifrjfr 



THE tllGIfT HON. 1,01(0 CLIVE. 


£S 


isL 


Pencoomlah by the Nizam, it is not probable that his High¬ 
ness’s officers should have had any just claim on the ryots and 
merchants which can require measures to be adopted by the 
Government of Mysore, for the purpose of compelling those 
persons to render satisfaction to the Nizam's Government 5 
with still less justice could the Rajah of Mysore be called 
upon to refuse a settlement to those persons, or to deliver 
them into the hands of the Nizam, 

Under all these circumstances, the answer which Lieub- 
Ct&onel Close directed to be returned to the application of 
the Nizam's manager was extremely proper. The negotiations 
which have been depending at Hyderabad, leading to the 
cession of Pencoondah and the neighbouring districts, have 
rendered any instructions on this subject unnecessary, as far 
as the particular case appeared to he immediately concerned; 
but if either the same application should ho repeated, or ii 
any similar demand should hereafter be made, either by the 
officers of the Nizam, or by those of the Mahratta Govern¬ 
ment, the principles stated in these paragraphs will suggest 
to your Lordship the nature of your reply. 

The question arising from the case of borderers holding 
malguzari lands under each of the contiguous governments, 
and residing occasionally within either frontier, is of consi¬ 
derable difficulty; and as I understand that it frequently 
occurs, it is to be wished that an effectual exclusion of the 
inconvenience could he accomplished. ^ _ 

Perhaps it would he practicable with this view, to compel 
all the Company's ryots, and those of the Rajah of Mysore, 
to make their option between their allegiance to the contigu- 
ous states, and either to quit the Company s 01 Raja s U r 
ritories, or to sell or relinquish, within a certain period or time 
whatever landed property or benefits they may no 1 * possess 
in any adjoining foreign state. I shall be glad a* rcceiT e 
your Lordship's sentiments with respect to this suggestion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley* 



No. xcnr. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Dundas to the Marqwws IFetlwhpi doted 
W imbledon, 26M September r 1800* 


l trouble ''you with these few additional lines on the 
subject of the intended pecuniary grant in your favour, 
by the East Jmlia Company * The fact is, that in truth 
the army were considered to have got as much as any 
nrwiy ought to get in the way of pecuniary reward, but when 
it could be accompanied at the same time with a reward 
bestowed on the conduct of the first civil servant in India, 
the objection was a good deal removed. Under these ci r¬ 
cumstances your feelings arc somewhat embarrassing; but I 
acknowledge with great frankness? that they are natural and 
honourable on your part, and I shall certainly turn my thoughts 
to some mode of suggestion to the Company* try which they 
may make good their intentions to you, without mixing them 
with any thing that can injure your feelings* 


No. XCI V. 

The Mnrgum of Wellesley to the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

S l It ^, Fort W ill mm r Sep te inber Sill h , 1800. 

Having deemed it to be my duty to revert during the present 
season to my plan of the 5th of October, 1798,* for the en¬ 
couragement of the private trade between India, anti the Port 
of London, I now have the honour to submit to your Honour¬ 
able Court, a view of the urgent considerations which have 
determined me to adopt this temporary arrangement for the 
current year, and to add the reasons which induce me to 
hope that your honourable Court will speedily confirm my 
proceed ings by a permanent system of regulation, founded on 
s im ilar prin ci p Ies* 

I entertained a confident expectation, that I should have 
received at an early period of the season the sanction of your 
honourable Court for reverting to the plan of October, 1798, 
or for adopting some arrangement equally calculated to faci¬ 
litate and encourage the private trade between India and 
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England ; but 1 have been disappointed in my &pedration of 
receiving an early unci seasonable notifiehtioH of your final 
commands \ and the usual season for exportation from this 
port to Europe, Is already opening under such circumstances 
as absolutely compel me to adopt a'iresol^tiortj which my duty 
and inclination would have induced'me to delay. 

The employment of ships built in India, bet ween-this port 
and that of London, is no longer merely a question of expedi¬ 
ency > or o f 1 lb or al c on i m e rci a! p o licy ; tl i e d c fi c i ency of the 
tonnage expected from Europe reduces me to the absolute 
necessity of providing a large proportion of Indian tonnage, 
for the service*of the present season, in order to secure the 
conveyance of the heavy articles of your investment, and to 
fulfil your legal obligations. The only question, on which I 
retain the power of exercising a free judgment with relation 
to this subject, is confined to the mode of obtaining the 
necessary tonnage for these indispensable purposes. 

In forming my decision on this question, it was also neces¬ 
sary to consider what provision should be made for the con¬ 
veyance to the Port of London of such goods, as might be 
provided during the current season by private British mer¬ 
chants resident in India, beyond the amount of the statutable 
tonnage of 3,000 tons,; and by what regulation the exporta¬ 
tion of such goods should bo governed. The importance and 
urgency of both these considerations were greatly enhanced 
by the actual state of the foreign trade of this port. 

The nature of the case appeared to me to limit my decision 
to an option between the regulation observed in the season 
1799—1 SCO, (conformably to the orders of your honourable 
Court of the &5th of May, 1798,) and the plan contained in 
the advertisement, published by the Board of Trade under 
my orders on the fith of October, 1798. 

I have carefully compared the principles, objects, policy, 
and practical operation of both systems, and I now have the 
honour to lay before your honourable Court the result of 
that comparison. 

The orders of your honourable Court of the &5th of May, 
1798, were framed with a view of facilitating and encouraging 
the private trade between India and England. The primary 
objects of those orders were to protect the merchants, not 
being proprietors of ships, against any undue enhancement of 1 
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'the price of freight by the proprietors of ships, and to prevent 
persons, being proprietors of ships, and also merchants, from 
trading to greater advantage than such merchants as might 
not unite both capacities- 

Your orders of the 25th of May, 1798, were considered by 
the merchants, for whose benefit they were intended, (parti¬ 
cularly by the proprietors of heavy goods) to be extremely 
prejudicial to their interests. 

Those orders were received with equal dissatisfaction by 
the proprietors of ships, who manifested the greatest reluc¬ 
tance to let their ships unconditionally to the Company, al¬ 
though the rate of freight allowed for the ships was compara¬ 
tively high* 

The proprietors of -ships, and the freighters (possessing no 
property in ships) considered it to be for their mutual advan¬ 
tage, that they should be left to make their arrangements 
with each other; both parties appearing equally adverse to 
the intervention of the Company's agency* 

Under the plan contained in the advertisement of the 5th 
of October, 1798, the proprietors of ships were enabled to 
make a more perfect assortment of the cargoes ; to load their, 
ships in the most advantageous and expeditious manner; to 
despatch them at the most favourable periods of the season; 
and to prevent, the loss, which (under the plan adopted in 
conformity to your orders of the SJSth of May, 1798,) the 
proprietors of ships sustain by unavoidably delays in the 
adjustment of accounts, and in the payment of the freight by 
the Company in England* 

The proprietors of ships were enabled, under the plan of 
October, 1798, to afford the freight at a reduced rate, at the 
same time that they derived a greater profit on that rate 
than on the higher rates of freight fixed by the Governor- 
General in Council in 1799-1800, in conformity to your orders 
of the 25th of May, 1798, 

To the merchant who is not proprietor of a ship, the plan 
contained \n the advertisement of the 5th of October, 1798, 
affords the most important advantages* He obtains a consi¬ 
derable reduction in the rate of freight; he is enabled to set¬ 
tle liis engagements with the proprietor of the ship previously 
to the purchase of goods; to purchase such goods as may be 
advantageously invested under the existing rates of freight; 
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anil to regulate every consignment And draft according to the 
quantity of the tonnage engaged, to the period of despatching 
the goods from India, and to that oi their expected arrival 
in England. 

The merchant is embarrassed, if compelled, under any mo¬ 
dification, to depend on the Company for tonnage, for the 
arrangement of the rates of freight, or for the distribution of 
the cargo. He can neither be secure of the requisite quan¬ 
tity of tonnage, nor of the time of despatching ho goods from 
India, nor of the ship on which they may be laden, nor of the 
mode in which they may be distributed; and his trade is bur- 
thcned with an expensive rate of freight, which deprives him 
of all reasonable expectation of profit. 

The quantity of tonnage (exclusive of the goods sent in the 
privileges of the commanders and officers of slops) annually 
occupied by private goods, shipped from this Presidency 
alone, in the several years elapsed subsequent to the Act of 
Parliament in 1793, is stated in the following account:— 


Tons. Tons. ions. 

1794- 5 . g,4>78 1796-7 . 4,659 1798-9 . 6,323 

1795- 6 . 5,346 1797-8 . 3,787 1799-1800 . 7,748 

The correspondence of the Board of r \ rade with the Go¬ 
vernor-General in Council on the subject of the provision ot 
tonnage has been submitted to the consideration of your ho¬ 
nourable Court. The reports of that. Board, with the docu¬ 
ments annexed to them, afford abundant proof, that a much 
larger quantity of private goods would have been shipped 
for England during the seasons enumerated in the preceding 
account (particularly during the year 1799-1800) if adequate 
encouragement had been extended to the navigation one 
commerce of your dominions in ships built in the ptwts ot 
India, and if the British merchants resident in India had been 
assured of permanent Indulgence to their trade with the port 
of London. 

Upon an average of the six years specified in the preceding 
account, about 5,000 tons of private goods from Bengal alone 
were annually exported to England; the amount, therefore, 
of the private goods exported from Bengal alone, during teat 
period of time, has exceeded by 2,000 tons annually the 
amount of the tonnage allotted by law for all India. It is to 
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be observed, that a considerable portion of the total amount 
of these 5,000 tons was annually furnished by ships built in 
India. 

Exclusively of two ships recently engaged, and provided 
with cargoes, to the amount of 1,500 tons, the port of Cal¬ 
cutta now contains above 10,000 tons of shipping, built in 
India, of a description calculated for the conveyance of car¬ 
goes to England. This tonnage has already been tendered, 
and is actually at command for that purpose. 

From the preceding statement, and from the correspond¬ 
ence of the Governor-General in Council with the Board of 
Trade, it is evident, that the wise policy which dictated the 
clauses of the Act of Parliament, passed in 1793, with respect 
to the trade of private merchants between India and England, 
has been to a great degree frustrated by the msulficiency of 
the tonnage furnished from England, and by the unavoidable 
expense and inconvenience attending the terms and manner 
of its provision. 

From the quantity of private tonnage now at command in 
the port of Calcutta, and from the state of perfection which 
the art of ship-building has already attained in Bengal, (pro¬ 
mising a still more rapid progress, and supported by abundant 
and increasing supplies of timber,) it is certain that this port 
will always be able to furnish tonnage to whatever extent may 
be required for conveying to the port ot London the trade 
of the private British merchants of Bengal. 

The considerable amount of tonnage occupied by private 
goods from Bengal in the year 1796-6, 1798-9, and 1799-1800. 
compared with the amount occupied by goods of a similar 
description in the years 1794-5, 1796-7, and 1797-8, affords a 
satisfactory proof that the permission granted to individuals 
of providing their own tonnage was equally favourable to the 
interest of the proprietors and to that of the freighters of the 
ships. 

This conclusion is not affected by the large quantity of 
goods shipped in 1799-1800, under the arrangement made in 
conformity to your orders of the S?oth of May, 1798; for it is 
well known, that, under a confident expectation of enjoying 
the continued advantages of the plan of 1798, the merchants 
had considerably extended their provision of goods for the 
European markets. Many from necessity, others from mo- 
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es of respect to the laws, shipped their goods on the ton¬ 
nage provided by the Government, while others disposed pf 
their goods to the numerous foreign agents then employed in 
the port of Caicotta. 

The quantity of private goods shipped for England in I799- 
1800, affords, therefore, an in controvertible proof of the 
eagerness and alacrity with which the British merchants re¬ 
sident in Bengal provided goods, with a view to embrace the 
expected opportunity of conveying their trade to London on 
terms of advantage ; but no argument can justly be drawn 
from the same circumstance to prove that the continuance of 
the regulation adopted in 1799-1800 would afford adequate 
encouragement to the private trade between India and 
England, 

The preceding considerations satisfied me that the plan of 
hiring ships, on the part of the Company, aiid of re-letting 
them to the proprietors of ships, leaving the proprietors of 
shins and the merchants at liberty to settle the terms of 
freight, is more advantageous both to the proprietors and 
freighters of ships, than the arrangement adopted under your 
orders of the 25th of May, 1798- 

In your letter of the 25th of May, 1798, your Hoiiourabhr 
Court appears to have intimated an opinion that persons 
uniting the capacities of proprietors and freighters of ships 
may trade from Bengal to the port of London, to greater 
advantage than merchants possessing no property in ships. 
It appears to me that the difference between the actual charge 
incurred by merchants being proprietors of ships, on account 
of the freight of their goods sent to England in their own 
ships, and the rate of freight paid by merchants not being 
proprietors of ships, cannot be deemed a profit derived by 
the proprietor of a ship on his goods- No person will em¬ 
ploy any part of his capital in the purchase of property in 
ships without the prospect of deriving an adequate profit on 
the capital so invested- I am satisfied that it would not be 
practicable for the proprietors of ships, in this port to main¬ 
tain an effectual Combination for the establishment of en¬ 
hanced rates of freight; unless such n combination should be 
maintained, it is to be presumed that the profits of the pro¬ 
prietors of ships on their capitals invested in ships will never 
exceed, on an average, a reasonable advantage on the amount 
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of those capitals after defraying all the expenses of their 
ships* This profit must, therefore, be deemed entirely dis¬ 
tinct from the profit which the proprietors of ships may de¬ 
rive on thrir goods conveyed to England in their own ships; 
and consequently the proprietors of ships cannot be supposed 
to posses* in the general course and conduct of their trade, 
in the purchase, transportation or sale of their goods, any 
material advantage over merchants who are not proprietors 
of ships* 

Various additional arguments, involving consequences of a 
more complicated and comprehensive description, appeared 
to me to demand, not only that I should recur without delay 
to the plan of the 5th of October, 1798, but that I shookl 
respectfully represent to your honourable Court, in the most 
distinct terms, my decided and conscientious conviction, that 
the permanent establishment of a systematic intercourse be¬ 
tween the ports of India and that of London, regulated by 
principles similar to those adopted by this Government in 
October, 1798, is become indispensable to the united and 
inseparable interests of the Company and of the nation in 
India. 

Under the beneficial influence of the British Government 
in India, combined with the increased demand both in Europe 
and in America for Indian commodities, the produce and ma¬ 
nufactures of the British territories in India have increased 
to an extent far exceeding the amount which the capital ap¬ 
plicable to the purchase of the Company’s investment can 
embrace* 


The wise policy, the just pretensions, and the increasing 
commercial resources and political power of Great Britain in 
India, claim for her subjects the largest attainable share in 
the valuable and extensive commerce of such articles of Indian 
produce and manufacture as are necessarily excluded from 
the Company’s investments, 

A large proportion of this valuable trade is already in the 
possession of foreign nations; and unless means be immedi¬ 
ately adopted for depriving those nations of the undue share 
which they have obtained in that trade, the most serious con¬ 
sequences are to be apprehended to the combined interests of 
the English East India Company and of the British nation* 
The British merchants at this Presidency not having ob- 
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the expected permission to freight their ships to the 
port of London in the last year, agreeably to the plan adopted 
in October! 1798; goods to a large amount, originally' in¬ 
tended for the port of London, were sold to foreigners in the 
port of Calcutta, and thus diverted to the channel of the 
foreign trade. 

The nature and extent of that trade have undergone a 
particular investigation. From the accompanying statements 
your honourable Court will observe, that the trade of Ame¬ 
rica and Portugal with the port of Calcutta alone in 1799- 
1800, amounted,— 

In Imports, 81,81,005 sicca rupees; in Exports, 71,30,372 sicca rupees 


Being an increase in 1799-1800 of the trade carried on in 
ships bearing American and Portuguese colours, compared 
with the average of that trade in the three preceding years,— 


In Imports* 63,98,678 skea rupees; in Exports, 43,92/768 aicca riipe*s. 

On the other hand, the imports of the British subjects in 
the year 17994800 amounted only to 47,87,101 sicca rupees, 
and the exports to 67,60,649 sicca rupees. 

Of the trade carried on in foreign bottoms with the other 
ports in India, from Europe and America, I possess no suffi¬ 
ciently accurate information. It is, however, known to be 
conducted on a very extensive scale. 

In the present season, the trade conveyed in foreign bot¬ 
toms, if left unrestrained, promises to increase beyond even 
the rapid progress of last year. From the accompanying 
statement, your honourable Court will observe, that the port 
of Calcutta at this early period of the season contains about 
8,500 tons of shipping under American, Portuguese, and 
Danish colours. 

I possess no means of forming an accurate estimate of that 
proportion of the foreign trade from India to Europe, and to 
America, which is supported by capital actually belonging to 
the nations, under whose dags the ships are navigated. 

It appears, however, from the statements prepared by the 
reporter of external commerce, that less than one-fourth of 
the funds imported by the Americans in i799-1800, for the 
purchase of their investments, was brought from America. 
Of the bullion £200,000 was imported from London, and the 
remainder from other parts of Europe and from the Island of 
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...adcira. I have not been able to ascertain the proportion 
of British capital employed in the trade between India and 
Portugal. Admitting the whole capital employed in the fo¬ 
reign trade with India to belong to the nations under whose 
flags the ships’ are navigated, the undue proportion which they 
have obtained of that trade, to the injury of the British iner- 
chants, demands the most serious attention. 

The trade conveyed in the foreign ships is conducted #th 
all the advantages of a comparatively low rate of freight; of 
strict economy in the management ot the concern; and of 
voyages and returns of extraordinary expedition and celerity. 
The voyage from America to Calcutta is frequently performed 
in less than four months. In the last season several Ameri¬ 
can ships disposed of their imports, purchased their cargo 
for exportation, and left the port within twenty-five, and some 
within twenty, days from the date of their arrival. 

Under all the existing impediments, and under the uncer¬ 
tainty which lias hitherto embarrassed the trade oi the British 
merchant in India, it is impossible that his goods can reach 
the markets of tire continent of Europe through the channel 
of the public sales in England, at so low a price as the goods 
conveyed directly from India to the same markets in foreign 
bottoms. The Company's sales in England must necessarily 
he affected by the quantity of Indian goods passing into the 
markets of the continent of Europe through the channel of 
the foreign trade, and fhe profits of the private British mer¬ 
chant, whose goods are disposed of at the Company s $&lcs, 
must be proportionubly diminished. 

Although the voyage by which the produce oi India is 
conveyed in foreign ships to Europe may occasionally be cir¬ 
cuitous, the superior advantages, enumerated in the preceding 
paragraphs, enable the proprietors of the goods to dispose of 
them at a lower price than that for which the same descrip¬ 
tions of goods can be brought to the continental markets of 
Europe, if exported from India by British merchants under 
the heavy freight,^ and other incumbrances to winch their 
trade is at present subject. 


* The Portuguese and Americans pay only one per cent, on Indian 
produce imported and re-exported. By the Warehousing Act lately passed 
hi Ore at Britain, calicoes pay 21, and muslins 7 h per cent, cm the sides i 
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It must over be impracticable, if it were justifiable or poli¬ 
tic, by any restrictions or penalties on the trade of the British 
subjects, to prevent the increasing produce and pianufactureb 
of Indio from being conveyed to the markets in Europe, where 
u demand for such articles shall exist. Such restrictions tend 
to throw the trade into the hands of foreign nations, and to 
enable thvm to supply the markets of Europe on terms which 
must equally affect the Company’s sales in England* If the 
same goods which now pass to the continent of Europe, 
through foreign bauds, were brought to the Company’s sales 
in Engl and, the effect on the general price of articles exposed 
to sale at the Company's warehouses would be less prejudi¬ 
cial than that now experienced from the sale of those goods 
in the markets on the continent of Europe, The Company 
and the private British merchant would equally feel the ad¬ 
vantage in the improvement of the general sales in England, 
and the private trade of India would become a fertile source 
of wealth and strength to the British nation, instead of con¬ 
tributing to the opulence and aggrandizement of foreign 
powers. 

The interests of the Company, and of the British nation, 
are undivided and inseparable with relation to this important 
question. Every principle of justice and policy demands the 
extension of the utmost practicable facility to the British 
merchants in India, for the export from India to the port of 
London, of the largest possible proportion of the manufac¬ 
tures and produce of India, not required for the Company's 
investment. Such advantageous terms of freight and such 
other benefits should be opened to the British merchants in 
India as should not only remove every inducement to conduct 
the trade through foreign channels, but should enable the 
British merchants in India to enter into a competition in the 
markets of Europe with merchants trading in goods of simi¬ 
lar produce or manufacture provided by foreign capital. 

To foreigners the indulgence may safely be extended of 


if sold for exportation. All other/roods (excepting cotton, apiece, bul¬ 
lion, diamonds, previous stones, which pay no duties) pay two per 
cent, exclusive of the convoy duty, payable by the Importers. A reduc¬ 
tion of those duties in England is absolutely necessary to complete the 
system of drawing the private trade of India to the port of Loudon. 
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purchasing, with their own capital, such part of the manufac¬ 
tures or produce of India, calculated for the European or 
American markets, as may not be embraced by the capital 
employed in the purchase of the Company’s investment and 
of the*cargoes of the British merchants resident in India. 

It is, however, doubtful whether* foreign nations would bo 
able to retain any considerable proportion of the trade from 
India to Europe, were the British merchants in India per¬ 
mitted to avail themselves of their superior means of drawing 
the whole of the trade to England. Their local knowledge, 
added to all the advantages necessarily derived .from a con¬ 
stant residence on the spot, must always enable them to com¬ 
mand a supply of goods, of a better quality, suid at a cheaper 
rate, than foreign merchants can obtain. In the conveyance 
of Indian goods to Europe rests the foreign merchant’s sole 
advantage over the British. The superior facility which the 
foreign merchant enjoys in this respect gives him so decided 
a command over the trade, that ho is enabled not only to out¬ 
bid the British merchant in India, but also to undersell him 
in the markets of Europe. 

Were the British merchants in India permitted to provide 
their own tonnage as occasion might require, every reason 
exists to justify a belief that they would soon possess them¬ 
selves of nearly the whole of the private export trade from 
India to Europe, and would render London the universal 
mart for the manufactures and produce of Asia. 

If the capital of the merchants in India, and the remittance 
of the fortunes of individuals, should not supply funds suffi¬ 
cient for the conduct of the whole private export trade from 
India to Europe, no dangerous consequences could result 
front applying to this branch of commerce capital drawn di¬ 
rectly from the British empire in Europe. 

* The Americans obtain Indian goods so mtir-h cheaper by a direct. 
Intercourse with India than they could through the circuitous route of 
Europe, that they will probably continue to ileal largely even on their 
own capital with India. It is now the ordinary practice of the Americans, 
under the last treaty of commerce, to ship cargoes lit India for America, 
to touch at some port in America, anti without transhipping or unload¬ 
ing the goods in America to proceed directly to Europe, and to dispose 
of their Indian cargo in an European port. This practice is iintjue alien- 
ably contrary to the treaty of commerce with America. 
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Beneficial consequences of the utmost importance would 
certainly result to the British empire in India from any con¬ 
siderable increase of its active capital, which is known not 
tu hear a just proportion to the productive powers of the 
country* 

The necessary effect of such an increase of active capital 
in India would be to augment the produce and manufactures 
of y our dominions to the full extent of any possible demand* 
The high rate of interest on money applied to mercantile pur¬ 
poses, and the charge of the public debt would consequently 
be diminished in India, while every source, both of public 
and private credit would be proportionally improved- No 
possibility appears of any injurious consequences resulting 
to the British Empire in Europe from an event so advan¬ 
tageous to India* It cannot be supposed that the private 
trade of India will ever absorb any portion of British capital 
which can find more advantageous employment at home. If 
any portion of British capital be now employed in the Ame¬ 
rican, or Portuguese, or Danish trade with India, the genera! 
interests of Great Britain will unquestionably he promoted 
by inviting, under increased advantages, the application of 
the same funds to the trade of the private British merchants 
resident within the Company's dominions. 

From whatever source the capital of the private British 
trade in India might be derived, the goods would be obtained 
in India under the same wise, humane, and salutary regula¬ 
tions now enforced with respect to the provision of every ar^ 
tide of produce or manufacture in this country, either by the 
Company or by private merchants; Great Britain would enjoy 
all the advantages of that trade which is now a source of in¬ 
creasing wealth and strength to foreign nations, and which 
tends ultimately to introduce foreign ir^rigue, to establish 
foreign influence, and to aggrandize foreign power in India, 

It would be equally unjust and impolitic to extend any 
facility to the trade of the British merchants in India, by 
sacrificing or hazarding the Company’s rights and privileges ; 
by injuring its commercial interests ; by admitting an indis¬ 
criminate and unrestrained commercial intercourse between 
England and India; or by departing from any of the fun¬ 
damental principles of policy, which now govern the British 
establishments in India. 

It may be urged, that if a considerable proportion of the 







goads now exported from India to the Continent of Europe by 
foreigners, were to be imported into England by the British 
merchants in India, under rates of freight more advantageous 
than those now paid by the Company, the demand for the 
Company's goods would be reduced, and the value of the 
Company's goods would be impaired* 

It has already been observed that the public sales of East 
India goods in England must necessarily be affected by the 
aggregate quantity of those goods sold in the continental 
markets of Europe j and that the effect on the sales in Eng¬ 
land, would probably be less prejudicial and could not be 
more so, if a larger proportion of the goods provided in India 
for the European markets should be imported into England, 
and sold in the first instance at the Company's sales* 

The long establishment of the Company’s factories in India, 
the skill of its servants regularly educated for the conduct of 
those factories, the habitual confidence of the manufacturers 
in the good faith and integrity of the Company have secured 
to the Company so decided a superiority in the provision of 
the most valuable articles of piece-goods and raw silk, that no 
private merchant by any practicable reduction of freight can 
be enabled to rival the Company in these important articles 
of its investment* 

In the first purchase of sugar and other gruff goods, the 
trade of the private British merchant has more nearly reached 
that of the Company; nor will the Company ever be able to 
trade advantageously in these articles, unless the Govern¬ 
ment in India shall resort to ships built in India, for the con¬ 
veyance of such goods j the valuable bl anches of your invest¬ 
ment will, U is supposed, he always conveyed with more ad¬ 
vantage in your regular ships. 

If the British merchants should be permitted to employ 
ships built in India under the plan of October, 1798* the 
Company's gruff goods may also he conveyed to England in 
ships of a similar description, at rates of freight equally ad¬ 
vantageous with those paid by the private merchants* The 
Company will, therefore, derive a considerable benefit in this 
branch of trade, from encouraging the trade of the private 
British merchants m India;* at present neither the Company 


* The probable saving to the Company in the present season by the 
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nor the private British merchants can rival foreigners in the 
markets of Europe in the less valuable articles of Indian pro¬ 
duce ami manufacturer 

It is now evident that die extra tonnage engaged in Eng¬ 
land by the Company for the service of India can never be 
rendered a practicable channel through which the British 
private trade of India can contend with foreign adventure. 
This observation necessarily applies with more force to the 
regular ships of the Company, although experience has 
proved those ships to be admirably calculated for the convey- 
ance of the Company's valuable investment 

The plan contained in the advertisement of the 5th of Oc¬ 
tober, 1798, affords to the British merchants, every necessary 
facility for the conduct of the private trade from India to 
England, while the important principles of the trade and go¬ 


vernment of India are preserved from hazard, and sufficient 
precautions are provided against all the dangers justly ap¬ 
prehended from an unrestricted commercial intercourse be¬ 
tween England and India, 

The essential object of preventing the resort to India of 
persons unlicensed by the Company is not affected* The 
powers of the Government in India over unlicensed persons 
remain in full vigour and efficiency* No goods or passengers 
can be received in the private ships either in India or in Eng¬ 
land, without the sanction of the Company or of its govern¬ 
ment; the voyage to England and the return to India, are 
required to be performed under the instructions and control 
of the same authority ; and as the proprietors of the ships, 
the commanders and officers; the seamen, (mostly natives of 
India) and all the persons concerned in the immediate con¬ 
duct of the trade, are subject to the authority of the British 
Government in India, it k always in the power of the Com¬ 
pany and of its government, to prevent the perversion of an 
intercourse thus regulated between India and England to any 
sinister purposes endangering the rights and privileges of the 
Company, or the interests of the British Empire, 

Omitting the difference in the rate of freight, these consi¬ 
derations alone are sufficient to recommend the employment 
of ships built in India in the private trade between India and 


conveyance of their gruff gooffs in sini ps built in India may amount to 

*£ 20 , 000 , 
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Great Britain, Over private ships furnished from England 
the Company and their government in India, could not exer¬ 
cise an equally efficient control. 

It is remarkable that the principle which has hitherto re¬ 
gulated the commercial intercourse between India and Eng¬ 
land has actually occasioned the very evils which it was in¬ 
tended to avert. 

The operation of litis erroneous principle has forced the 
trade between India and Europe from a channel, in which it 
could have been controlled and regulated without difficulty, 
into the hands of foreign nations* where it cannot* with¬ 
out considerable difficulty be subjected to any degree of 
cGutroul, regulation, or .restraint: the same mistaken policy 
has filled the Ports of India with the ships of foreign nations* 
has enabled those nations to rival the Company both in Eu¬ 
rope and in India in many articles of its export and import 
trade* has invited from Europe and America adventurers of 
every description ; 'wad* by the number and activity of these 
foreign agents, has menaced the foundations of your commer¬ 
cial and political interests throughout every part of Asia* and 
►even within your own dominions. 

If the extension of additional indulgences to the British ina- 
chant necessarily involved the admission of numerous British 
adventurers into India, the wisdom of your honourable Court 
could not fail to remark that your Government can always 
with less difficulty control the operations of British* than 
those of foreign agents; while the danger to be apprehended 
from the views and designs of foreigners of every description 
must ever be greater than any which con probably arise from 
an increased resort of British subjects* under such limitations 
and restraints as your wisdom may frame, and the vigilance 
of your government in India may be enabled to enforce- 

But it does not appear probable that any increase of the 
private British trade of India would necessarily produce a 
proportional augmentation in the number of British agents 
resorting to your dominions. The British merchants now 
resident in India being equal to the conduct of much more 
extensive concerns, and likely to be employed by persons en¬ 
caged in commercial concerns at home, who might easily con¬ 
duct their operations with India through those British sub¬ 
jects actually established within your dominions. 

On the other hand foreigners generally deal directly with 
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tives, or with foreign houses of agency, the number of 
these houses (in consequence of the war) is now ineonsider- 
.able; the increase of foreign adventurers will, therefore, be a 
necessary consequence of any considerable increase of the 
trade in foreign hands. Foreign ships also, being necessa¬ 
rily exempt from the control of the British Government in 
Europe, offer to every emissary of the enemy, and to every 
dangerous political adventurer, an easy entrance into India. 
In proportion to the increased resort of foreign ships to our 
ports in India, foreign intrigue will find a more ready chan¬ 
nel of admission. It is a well known fact, that those to whom 
your permission and license to visit India have been refused 
usually resort to foreign ships, and thus evade your autho¬ 
rity. The same channel is also always open to afford refuge 
and the means of escape to every public defaulter ami delin¬ 
quent from the authority of your government in India. 

It it impossible to check the resort of the ships of foreign 
nations to India, by any other regulation than by rendering 
the trade unprofitable to foreign adventure. This effect can¬ 
not be accomplished otherwise than by enabling the British 
merchants in India to undersell foreigners in the markets oi 
Europe. A system, which, under due regulation, shall a fiord 
to the British merchants in India, the greatest practicable 
facility of conveying their trade to England, instead of en¬ 
dangering the stability of the trade and power of the Company* 
and of the nation in India, will, therefore, constitute the most 
solid basis of security for the preservation of both. 

The preceding observations may, I trust, satisfy your 
honourable Court, that the principles of the plan of the 5th 
of October, 1798, combine the requisite indulgence to the 
private trade, with the indispensable precautions necessary 
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for securing your interests in India. 

It is not my duty to enter into any detailed discussion of 
the objections urged by the. ship-builders in England, against 
the admission of ships built in India, to a participation in the 
trade from India to the port of London; it may not however 
he useless to add some remarks on this part ol the subject. 

Experience having proved that tonnage cannot be tarnished 
from England, on terms which would enable the British 
merchants tn India to rival foreigners in the trade between 
India and Europe, the exclusion of ships built in India Ironrt 
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of London would not increase the number of British 
ships hitherto engaged in the Indian trade, in any proportion 
which could materially benefit the ship-builders in England, 
This measure, therefore, without any proportional benefit to 
the ship-builders in England, would perpetuate and aggravate 
the evils now experienced from the restraints imposed on the 
private trade between India and England; on the other band, 
by admitting ships buik in India to partake of the trade to 
England, the ship-builders and other artists, manufacturers, 
and traders in England will reap all the benefits arising from 
the large sums expended in the repair of the numerous ships 
annually resorting to England from the ports of India* Other 
interests connected with the building of ships in England 
will also derive the profit resulting from the great demand for 
the articles necessary in the construction and outfit of the 
ships built in the ports of India; the fact being established, 
that many of those articles must necessarily be brought from 
England* 

On their return to India, these ships from the moderation 
of their rates of freight will afford a most advantageous mode 
of conveyance for such of the manufactures of the British 
empire in Europe, as maybe demanded in India; consequent¬ 
ly the facilities granted to the private trade, anti to the ships 
built in India will serve to encourage the exportation of Bri¬ 
tish manufactures to Asia, to whatever extent the demand 
may be enlarged. 

I have thus carefully revised the plan contained in the 
advertisement of October, 1798, for the encouragement, of 
the trade of the British merchants resident in India with 
England; I have compared that plan with the arrangement 
adopted under the orders of your honourable Court of the 
35th of May, 1798; I have considered the probable effects of 
any future attempt to provide for the conveyance of the 
private trade of India to the port of London, either in the 
Company’s regular ships, or in extra ships hired in England; 
and I have adverted to the comparative practical operation of 
the systems adopted by this government in the years 1798, 
1799, and 1890, as it appears on the accounts of the exports 
and imports of the port of Calcutta hi each of those years; 
I have also submitted to your examination a combined view 
of the motives which induce me to revert to the plan of 
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October, 1798, for the present season, and to form an 
anxious expectation, that my conduct in this proceeding 
may meet with your approbation and countenance, and may 
beeohne the foundation of an improved and durable system 
of intercouse between India and England under the sanc¬ 
tion of your authority. 

The rapid growth of the foreign trade during the last 
season, urgently demanded the immediate interference of your 
government on the spot. The number of foreign ships actually 
in the port of Calcutta, the alacrity, enterprise and skill of 
the foreign agents now assiduously employed in providing car¬ 
goes, and the necessary inaction and languor of the British 
private trade, embarrassed by the restraints of the existing law, 
created a serious apprehension in my mind, that any further 
delay in the decision of this momentous question might occa¬ 
sion evils, of which the remedy might hereafter become con¬ 
siderably difficult, if not absolutely impracticable. The un¬ 
restrained progress of the foreign trade in the present season, 
added to its great increase during the last, might have esta¬ 
blished its predominance over the private trade of British 
subjects to an extent, which no future regulation might have 
proved sufficient to limit or restrain. The difficulty of divert¬ 
ing this lucrative commerce from the channel into which it 
had been forced, would naturally be aggravated in proportion 
to the length of time during w hich the trade should continue 
to flow in that course. 

Under these serious impressions, and convinced that a 
prompt decision was demanded with a degree of exigency 
equal to the importance of the question at issue, I directed 
the accompanying notice* to be published at Fort William, on 
the 19th instant, and I ordered the governments of Fort St, 
George and Bombay, to publish correspondent advertisements 
at those Presidencies with such modifications, as local circum¬ 
stances may render indispensably necessary. 

It will rest with your honourable Court to determine, whe¬ 
ther this plan shall be rendered permanent, A temporary 
restraint is now applied to the progress of the foreign trade 
in India, during the present season; and a temporary encou¬ 
ragement is granted, for the same period of time to that of 
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British subjects resident within your dominions* ample time 
is thus afforded for the deliberate formation of your final 
judgment; the result of which I shall await with a respectful, 
but confident hope, that yoitr wisdom may approve and per¬ 
petuate the policy which dictated my orders of the 5th of 
October, 1798, and of the 19th of September, 1800; and that 
your liberality may confirm to all the interests affected by 
this important measure, the lasting enjoyment of those com¬ 
mercial and political advantages, which it has been my con¬ 
stant endeavour, under your countenance and favor, to culti¬ 
vate, to improve, and to extend, 

I have the honor to be, honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


No. XCV, 

The Mitrqucw Wellesley to Hugh Ingtk t Esq. Chair mm of the Court of 

Directors. 

Dear Sir, Fort William, October Gth, 1800. 

I trust you will establish the monthly packet over land from 
London, and also monthly vessels of intelligence, which might 
carry small cargoes, passengers, and letters; the expense 
would be defrayed by the passage-money, postage, anti sale 
of the cargoes, which might consist of such perishable arti¬ 
cles, as are in daily demand in India; I have no doubt that 
individuals in England or in India would readily contract to 
furnish such packets, exonerating the Company from all 
expense, and taking the profits of the vessels and cargoes* 
The object is of the utmost importance; in the present year 
I was nearly seven months without receiving one line of au¬ 
thentic intelligence from England* My distress and anxiety 
of mind were scarcely supportable. Speedy, authentic, and 
regular intelligence from Europe is essential to the conduct 
of the trade and government of this empire* If the sources 
of information be obstructed, no conscientious man can under¬ 
take this weighty charge. The fundamental principles of 
policy on which rest our establishments in India, require fre¬ 
quent communication with England; the British subjects in 
India should never find any difficulty in maintaining that 
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^ '"'"^course with their native country, which tends to preserve 
their attachments, to keep alive their affections, and to bring 
the remembrance of home constantly to their minds. I could 
urge innumerable topics on this subject, which I feel to he of 
great importance. In India the regular establishment of the 
monthly post overland, and the return of the monthly packets 
by sea, would afford the government at home, as well as the 
parents and connections of all British subjects employed or 
resident in India, regular and quick intelligence of the state 
of public affairs, and of all private interests in the East. We 
might then hope to receive both in England and India res¬ 
pectively, constant advices of the date of three months and- 
a-half, or four months at the latest. 

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 
Wellesley# 
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The Marquess Welied?# to J-Ih Excellency Fic^-Admiral Rainier, 

Si a, Fort Wiiimm, 13th Ou tuber, 18 UO. 

I am deeply concerned to inform your Excellency, that the 
Honourable Company’s ship Kent, was captured on the 7th 
instant, off the Sand Heads, by the French privateer La 
Con fiance, commanded by M. Surcouff after an action which 
lasted about an hour and three-quarters; and in which the 
Kent had eleven killed, {including Captain Riving don the 
commander) and forty-four wounded. 

M. Surconff ultimately overcame the Kent by hoarding that 
fillip. He is stated to have sustained considerable damage 
during the action from the fire of the Kent, which mounted 
eighteen pounders. 

The Kent was Jade*', principally whh marine stores. 

It is the opinion of the second officer, and of the purser 
of the Kent, whom I have personally examined, that the Kent 
being very deep in the water, and a dull sailer, her progress 
to the Mauritius (to which place it is concluded she will 
immediately be despatched,) is likely to be extremely slow; 
and consequently that a strong probability exists, that any 
vessel would overtake her who should pursue her even at the 
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police of several days, subsequent to her departure from 

the Sand Heads. . 

It is uncertain whether the Confiance remains in company 
with the Kent, or whether the Confiance is still in a condition 
to persevere in her cruize. Her loss during the action is 
supposed to amount to about thirty men killed and wounded. 

1 have directed Captain Canning in the Nonsuch, to pro¬ 
ceed in pursuit of the enemy; but as Captain Canning was on 
the point of sailing in charge* of several ships, it is uncertain 
whether my orders will reach him in time. 

1 think it necessary to inform your Excellency, that the 
party of the enemy which boarded the Kent, (consisting, it is 
said, of H)0 Europeans and 50 Cadres,) was guilty of the 
most savage acts of wanton and brutal cruelty; having cut 
down numbers of defenceless and unresisting persons, ami 
after death disfigured the bodies of the slain in the most 
barbarous and shocking manner. Their treatment oi the 
unfortunate survivors of the crew and passengers, who were 
put on board of an Arab vessel in the most destitute condi¬ 
tion, (not excepting even the ladies) was equally inhuman, and 
contrary co every principle by which the evils of war have 
hitherto been mitigated among the civilized part of ■mankind. 

The design of the present despatch is to suggest for your 
Excellency’s consideration, whether it might not be proper, 
that your Excellency should detach one of the vessels under 
your command in such a direction, ns may afford the best 
chance of falling into the track of the Kent, and of the ton- 
fiance, should she have proceeded with her prize towards the 

Having no doubt that your Excellency will concur with me 
in opinion, that it is of the utmost importance to retake the 
Kent, I also beg leave to submit to your Excellency^ whether 
it may not be expedient to detach one of his Majesty a vessels 
to the Isle of France, for the express purpose of intercepting 
her before she shall have entered that port. 

I. is supposed by .he .fleers of *. Kent, whom I tore 
Hummed, that the Contenoe with her prise, would he ena- 
bled to quit the Sand Heads on the 8th instant* 

1 have the honour to be*&c. 

WeIiLesXiETv 
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Minute by the Gowrnor-GeneraL 

Fort William, 20rli October, 1800. 

The Governor-General acquaints the Board, that he di¬ 
rected the Town-Major to take such steps as might be neces¬ 
sary for furnishing the subaltern officers and cadets, who were 
captured on the Kent Indiaman with quarters, as also with 
a common table until such time as they might be other wise 
provided. 

The urgent distress and destitute condition of these unfor¬ 
tunate gentlemen demand the immediate interposition of 
government. 

These gentlemen have lost whatever property of any kind 
they had brought with them from Europe* Many of them 
had already suffered considerable loss by the fire on board 
the Queen, which they had in some degree repaired at a 
greatly enhanced expense at St. Salvador, when by a second 
calamity at the mouth of this river, they were plundered of 
every article in their possession; many of them are destined 
for the establishment of Madras, mid one for that of Bombay* 
They have arrived in the river all without property of any 
description, and many without a friend or connection in this 
settlement to relieve their distress. In addition to these 
calamities, some of them are severely wounded* 

To offer a mere advance on account of pay, or allowances, 
to persons in such a situation, would he to propose an inade¬ 
quate temporary alleviation of their present misery, at the cer¬ 
tain sacrifice of their future comfort, and with the melancholy 
prospect of aggravated embarrassment. The stoppage of their 
future pay or allowances, with a view to the repayment of any 
such advance, (however gradual the operation of refunding 
might be,) would necessarily reduce them to borrow money 
from individuals, and would ultimately plunge them into inex¬ 
tricable min 5 the effect of such an arrangement on so large a 
proportion of the younger branch of the Company's military 
service, must be highly injurious to the interest of the public, 
as well as disgraceful to the honour and humanity of the 
British Government in the eyes of all its native subjects. 
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Tlie Governor-General, therefore, deems it to be his duty 
to afford immediate relief to these sufferers, in such a manner 
its fthall provide in some degree for their permanent comfort, 
and shall enable them to avoid the necessity of future em¬ 
barrassment; with this view, his Lordship has referred to 
the practice established in his Majesty's service, the spirit 
of which appears to be justly applicable to the case now under 
consideration, since it is difficult to distinguish from losses 
incurred on actual service, the losses sustained by officers 
captured by the enemy in time of war, during the course of 
a voyage from Europe to India, undertaken for the purpose 
of joining their respective corps, or of being immediately 
posted at the different stations of the Company's army* 

The Governor-General therefore proposes, that a gratuity 
or compensation for the loss of their baggage, and other pro¬ 
perty equal to 60/,, (the estimated value of the personal bag¬ 
gage of a subaltern officer, according to his Majesty’s regula¬ 
tions) shall be granted to each of the subaltern officers of hia 
Majesty's and the Company's regiments, to each of the cadets, 
to the medical gentlemen, and also to Mr, R. Davies, veterinary 
surgeon of his Majesty’s 27th regiment of Dragoons, 

This sum is certainly very unequal to the actual losses of 
each individual, and qiflte insufficient for the purpose of ena¬ 
bling them to renew many indispensable articles of equipment. 
The Governor-General however, has adopted the preceding 
principle of relief, as affording some degree of aid to the 
unfortunate sufferers, whose cases are now under his Lord- 
ship’s consideration, and at the same time precluding the 
establishment of any precedent which might hereafter encou¬ 
rage unreasonable demands upon government. Circumstances 
of peculiar hardship may however occur, to warrant a devia¬ 
tion from the general rule, and to induce the Governor- 
General in council either to afford full and immediate relief, 
or to refer the case to the favourable consideration of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors, 

As the gratuity alone, would not be sufficient in many of 
the cases of distress to afford the necessary relief, either with 
a view to the present or future situation of the objects of bis 
Lordship’s attention, the Governor-General proposes, that 
an advance of two months pay, and half batta shall be made 
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to such of the subaltern officers and cadets, who were cap¬ 
tured in the Kent, as may apply for advances to that amount, 
These advances will lie deducted from their future pay and 
batta, 

Welles lev. 


No. XCVIII. 


Tht! Marques! Wellesley to his Excellency Vice-Admiral Rainier. 


(VjU Fort William, October 22nd, 1800. 

I have the honour to enclose for your Excellency's infor¬ 
mation a copy of the advices which I received on the 13th 
instant from' the Resident at Bussorah. The result of the 
late events in Europe has probably been an immediate peace 
between France and Austria. It is not, however, ecpially pro¬ 
bable that peace will speedily be concluded between Great 
Britain and France. If the war on the continent has ceased, 
and if hostilities should have continued between Great Bri¬ 
tain and France, it is reasonable to suppose, that the enemy 
has prepared to make, with the least practicable delay, a vi¬ 
gorous effort to relieve the French army in Egypt, and that 
this effort may either be accompanied or speedily followed by 
an attack upon our possessions in India. 

The renewed spirit and enterprising genius of Buonaparte 
will naturally lead him to commence his operations with a 
view to either or both these objects at the earliest practicable 
period of time. Experience warrants an expectation that he 
will not lose a moment in availing himself of the actual advan¬ 
tages of his situation; and it is certain, that any naval arma¬ 
ment which he might be enabled to despatch from France in 
the past months of July, August, and September, 1800, might 
reach the Red Sea, or the western coast of India, during the 
approaching season. 

On the other hand, the probability increases every hour oi 
a demand from his Majesty’s Ministers upon the British Go¬ 
vernment in India, and upon your Excellency, to co-operate 
with a force, to be employed in the Mediterranean, for. the 
expulsion of the French from Egypt- A considerable British 
force has been collected at Minorca, originally, perhaps, with 






;i view to an attempt on the southern coasts of France, That 
design, however, (if it was ever entertained,) has probably 
been relinquished in consequence of the late events on the 
continent of Europe. In the event of a separate peace be¬ 
tween Austria and France, and of the continuance of hostili¬ 
ties between Great Britain and France, it is not improbable 
that the troops assembled at Minorca may be employee! in 
concert with the Turkish army, against the French in Egypt, 
In such an event, an expedition from India might prove es¬ 
sentially useful by creating a diversion on the side of Upper 
Egypt; and the tenor of my private despatches from the 
Eai-1 of Elgin tends to confirm the probability, that the un¬ 
favourable alteration which lias taken place in the state of the 
war with France will induce his Majesty’s Ministers to re¬ 
quire an expedition from India to Egypt in the only manner 
in which such an operation could be undertaken with any 
prospect of advantage; namely, by combining it with a power¬ 
ful attack from the side of the Mediterranean. It may be 
expected that any such requisition from his Majesty’s Minis¬ 
ters may reach me in the first week in November, and that 
they will expect the fleets and armies of India to he ready to 
act against Egypt during the approaching season. 

The preceding statement will have explained to your Ex¬ 
cellency my reasons for apprehending that the naval anti 
military strength of India is likely to be required, either for 
the purposes of defensive or offensive operations on the west¬ 
ern side' of the Peninsula between the ensuing months of 
December and March; and your Excellency’s judgment and 
experience in the interests of the British empire in India will 
form a correct estimate of the magnitude of the danger which 
we may be called upon to repel, and of the urgent necessity 
of placing our force in such a condition, and in such a station, 
as shall enable us to act with promptitude and effect when¬ 
ever the expected exigency shall arise. 

After the fullest consideration of these circumstances, 1 
am decidedly of opinion, that the British Government of 
India would ‘not be justified in undertaking or prosecuting 
any expedition, the necessary effect of which must be to re¬ 
move the strength of your Excellency’s squadron to any con¬ 
siderable distance to the eastward for any long period of time. 
The same objection applies, in a certain degree, to the de- 
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tachment of any part of our military force in the present 
conjuncture for the purposes of any foreign conquest uncon¬ 
nected with an increase of our means of defence against the 
probable point of danger. Tins objection applies most power¬ 
fully to any detachment of our European force; the whole 
disposable amotuit of which throughout India does not at this 
time amount to ten thousand men. 

If the expedition to Batavia should be prosecuted, even 
under the most favourable circumstances, your Excellency , 
with the strength of your squadron, could scarcely reach the 
western side of India sooner than the commencement ol the 
month of February or the close of the month of January, 

1801, and the troops employed in concert with his Majesty's 
ships would necessarily he detained at Batavia for a much 
longer period of time. 

It is, therefore, with considerable reluctance, and under an 
irresistible conviction of the necessity of preparing to meet 
the emergencies which I have described, that * find my self 
compelled to suspend a second time the final execution ot his 
Majesty’s commands respecting Batavia; and to request yom 
Excellency’s assistance in carrying into effect a system^ of 
operations adapted to the new and alar ruing crisis of a if airs* 

Your Excellency will not foil to observe the extreme difficulty 
of my situation: without any official or private information 
from his Majesty’s Ministers, i am left to conjecture their 
intentions respecting Egypt from such imperfect advices as 
have been transmitted to me by the Earl of Elgin, and from 
my own view of the general state of political events. On the 1 
other hand, the declared anxiety of his Majesty s Ministers 
to obtain possession of Batavia, and the forwaid state of the 
expedition prepared for that purpose strongly inclined me to 
persevere in an undertaking which promised such advantage, 
and which had been so auspiciously commenced; but the 
pursuit of any foreign conquest, however easy or advantage¬ 
ous, must always yield to the necessity of self-defence* T ^ e 
further suspension of the measures commenced against Ba¬ 
tavia will not render the prosecution of that expedition less 
practicable at a future period, while the absence of our Heet 
and of any part of our disposable European force in any of 
the probable cases which I have supposed might be fatal to 
our existence in India. 1 must, therefore, request youi Ex 
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ceUency to consider the expedition to Batavia to be postponed 
to a more favourable opportunity; 


Having decided this important point, it become a tny duty 
to submit to your Excellency's consideration a general view 
of the plan which appears to me most eligible for the purpose 
of enabling ns to act offensively or defensively as the case 
may require, to frustrate any attempt of the French, either 
for the relief of their army in Egypt, or for the disturbance 
of our possessions in India, and to answer the expected do* 
maud of his Majesty's Ministers for our co-operation in Egypt 
during the approaching season. 

With a view to meet all these cases as they may arise, it 
appears to me desirable to concentre the strengt h of your 
Excellency's squadron, together with the largest disposable 
force of Europeans, which my limited means will enable me 
to spare, at some point from which they mav be ready to issue 
with promptitude and facility either to the western coasts of 
the peninsula of India or to the Red Sea, or to any other 
quarter which the enemy may menace during the north-east¬ 
ern monsoon* The general security of our possessions in 
India will ho further promoted if the station chosen for your 
Excellency’s fleet and for the proposed military force, should 
he central in its relation to the whole British empire in India, 
and should be a point at all times valuable and important to 
our interests, and necessary to he maintained against any 
assault of the enemy. After much attention, to the subject, 
I rincomale appears to me, under every aspect of the ques¬ 
tion, to be the most eligible station for the immediate rendez¬ 
vous ol the strength of your Excellency’s squadron and of 
the force which 1 propose to assemble. It appears further 
necessary that die military force to he assembled should be 
provided with transports and camp equipage, and should be 
ready to move, under the convoy of your Excellency's squa¬ 
dron, wherever the service might require its presence. The 
force which I propose to collect at Trincomafo will consist of 
about 2,000* Europeans from his Majesty’s infantry: to 
thcee I shall add a corps of native volunteer infantry from 
Bengal, and a suitable proportion of field ordnance. 

I have reason to expect that I shall he enabled to assemble 


* 30ih regiment, 19th do, 80r.h do. infantry 








this force at Trincomale on or before the middle of the month 
of December; and it is my intention that it should be com¬ 
manded by Colonel Wellesley, and that Colonel Champagne 
should be the second in command* Colonel Wellesley has 
already received my orders to proceed to I rincomale* 

My earnest request to your Excellency is, that you will 
proceed to Trincomale without delay, where Colonel V\ elles- 
ley will, I trust, be prepared to meet you, to concert with you 
such plans of operation as may appear best suited to the pur¬ 
poses of the armament, and to aid you by every exertion 
within his power* 

Your Excellency will either abandon the blockade of Ba¬ 
tavia, or provide means for continuing it, according to your 
view of all the circumstances of our situation, and of the 
various objects stated in this despatch, and in that which 
accompanies it under the same date* 

I expect that the troops and stores to be sent from hence 
will be teady to proceed to sea by the middle of November; 
and it is my intention to apprize Captain Malcolm, of his 
Majesty's ship Suffolk> of the change which circumstances 
have compelled me to make in my measures, and to request 
him to convoy the transports with the troops to Trincomale 
in stead of Prince of Wales' Island. 

I request that your Excellency will give the necessary or¬ 
ders for the return of the two companies of his Majesty's 
12th regiment (embarked cm board of Captain Rail's squadron) 
to Madras by the earliest opportunity. 

Although my opinion is, that a part of the European force 
to be employed in concert with your Excellency s squadron, 
will be most conveniently conveyed to the point of actual 
service on board Ins Majesty’s ships, I have judged it. to be 
expedient to engage transports sufficient for the conveyance 
of the whole European and native force to be assembled at 
Trincomale, together with their necessary provisions and 
supplies* Your Excellency and Colonel Wellesley will deter¬ 
mine on the spot what proportion ol the European troops 
can be conveniently aeco?nmodated on board his Majesty's 
ships* 

I have the honour to enclose for your Excellency's infor¬ 
mation a copy of a letter which I despatched to Rear-Admi¬ 
ral Blanket! on the 16th instant, in consequence of the recent 
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from Europe and Egypt'. If your Excellency should 
agree in opinion with me regarding the expediency of Admiral 
Blnnkett’s squadron being reinforced, with a view to the pos¬ 
sibility of the French attempting to introduce a naval force 
into the Red Sea, I trust that you will adopt the necessary 
measures for reinforcing Admiral Blanket; as early in the 
season as possible. I am aware that the state of your Excel¬ 
lency’s squadron does not admit of your detaching any consi¬ 
derable lorce to the Red Sea consistently with providing for 
the general security of these extensive seas; but I am firmly 
persuaded that your Excellency’s public zeal will prompt you 
to make every practicable exertion in the present conjunc¬ 
ture. 

Your Excellency may be assured that I shall employ every 
possible effort to provide for the protection of the Sand 1 leads 
and of the northern part of the Bay of Bengal against the 
enemy’s cruizers, and that I shall direct the Government of 
Bombay to adopt similar measures for the defence of the 
trade on that side of India, with a view to enable your Ex¬ 
cellency to concentre your force with more facility for the 
urgent and important purposes of offensive or defensive ope¬ 
rations on an extended scale. I shall also direct the Govern¬ 
ments of Bombay and Fort St. George to hold in readiness 
a considerable number of transports and a proportionable 
quantity of provisions and supplies for the purpose of moving 
towards any requisite point of attack or defence such a body 
of troops as it may be practicable to spare from the internal 
purposes of those respective Presidencies. 

I think it necessary to inform your Excellency that I have 
apprized the Government of the Cape of Good Hope by the 
Princess Mary packet, now under despatch, of the state of 
affairs in India, and that I have requested his Excellency the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope to reinforce the King’s 
army in India by the addition of two regiments of infantry 
to be landed at Goa or Bombay. I have also suggested to 
Sir Roger Curtis the expediency of reinforcing your Excel¬ 
lency's squadron by as many frigates as he can spare. 

I have the honour to be, Sic. 

Wellesley, 
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Vte Marquess Wellesley to the Right fhnonrahle Sir George Yohge, A'.fl. 

Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Furl William, October 24t]i, 1800, 

I have received from Constantinople and Aleppo the most 
unfavourable accounts of the successes of the French on the 
continent of Europe, as well as of the progress of their esta¬ 
blishment in Egypt. 

In this state of affairs it ib my duty to request your Excel¬ 
lency, in tlm most earnest manner, to despatch to India, with 
the least practicable delay, as considerable a reinforcement ot 
European infantry as it shall be possible for you to spare 
from the defence of the colony under your Excellency’s Go- 
vernmenh If tlie view which I have formed of the probable 
intentions of France in the future progress of the war against 
Great Britain be correct, the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope is not likely to be the point of attack; and consequently 
it will not be exposed to any immediate danger by a diminu¬ 
tion of its present garrison. Under these circumstances, I 
flatter myself that your Excellency will be enabled to send 
two regiments of infantry to India without incurring any con¬ 
siderable hazard during the period which must elapse before 
those corps can be replaced from England. 

The great utility of the Cape of Good Hope is to serve as 
an outpost to our Indian empire, and a depot, from which 
seasoned troops may suddenly be drawn tor the < ctincc o 
our possessions in the East in any emergency w nc 1 may 
arise. This advantage was derived from the Cape in an emi¬ 
nent degree during the war with iippoo Sultaun, . n< lUii 
satisfied that, under your Excellency’s administration the 
military resources of the Cape of Good Hope wi a ^ a y s >£ 
applied with the utmost alacrity and judgment to their true 
object—the preservation of our empire in the East. 

It is my wish that the European force which your Excel¬ 
lency may furnish in consequence of the present app icatioi, 
should be embarked for the coast of Malabar : to touch m 
the first instance at Goa, and to he landed there or elsewhere 
on that coast, as the state of affairs, at the period o turn 
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/al 3 shall require; with a. view to this arrangement, the 
necessary orders will he transmitted to Goa* If, however, 
the transports with the troops fro4' the Cape should not reach 
the Coast of Malabar until the season shall have been too far 
advanced to admit of! their landing either at Goa or at any 
other place on the coast of Malabar, it w ill be proper that 
they should, in that case, proceed directly to Bombay, unless 
the naval and military officers in charge of the reinforcements 
should previously receive instructions directing the troops to 
a different destination. 

Your Excellency will necessarily fee! the expediency of 
composing the reinforcements which you may despatch to 
India, in consequence of this letter, of the most seasoned 
regiments now at the Cape; the usual course of the service 
has been to season the King’s troops in the climate of the 
Cape for eventual use in India* Under this system part of 
the force which I received from the Earl of Macartney was 
immediately employed in active service, and was distinguished 
in the siege and assault of Seringapatam. 

1 our Excellency will probably judge it expedient to des¬ 
patch an express to Europe for the purpose of obtaining im¬ 
mediate reinforcements for your garrison j and I shall not fail 
to urge the necessity of affording you assistance, without 
delay, by despatching to his Majesty^ Ministers an express 
overland, and by sea, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
with great regard and esteem. 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 
and faithful Servant, 
Wellesley. 

No. C. 

The Mtirqueus fFeiietbjf to Pice*Admiral Sir Roger Cltrtk, command! nif 
I/ ji Majesty^ Squadron at the Cape of Good Hope. 

SlRj Fort William, Oct, 24th, 1800. 

Although 1 have not had the honour to receive any inti¬ 
mation from your Excellency of your safe arrival at the Cape 
of Good Hope, I have had the satisfaction to learn that 




SIR ROGER CURTIS* 

event through other channels, and I accordingly beg leave to 
congratulate your Excellency on the occasion, 

A constant and unreserved correspondence on every ques¬ 
tion affecting the mutual interests of India and the Colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, subsisted between the Earl of 
Macartney, the late Sir Hugh Christian and me. Sir Hugh 
Christian constantly advised me by every opportunity of the 
strength, condition, and distribution of the squadron under 
lus command. This intercourse was productive of important 
benefits to the public service ; and I am persuaded that your 
Excellency, adverting to the intimate connection of the rela¬ 
tive interests of the British possessions in India, and of our 
establishments at the Cape of Good Hope will concur with 
me in cultivating a similar correspondence, and in employing 
every endeavour by mutual exertions to promote the prospe¬ 
rity of the general cause. 

It has been my duty to request his Excellency the Gover¬ 
nor of the Cape of Good Hope to despatch to India with the 
least practicable delay, the largest military force which he nmy 
he able to spare, I hope it will be in his Excellency’s power 
to furnish two regiments of infantry; and that your Excel¬ 
lency will have no difficulty in affording the necessary convoy 
to the transports employed in conveying the troops in ques¬ 
tion to India, I have intimated to Sir George Yonge, that ft 
is desirable, that the troops should proceed directly to Goa; 
hut that, if the season should be too far advanced at the pe¬ 
riod of their arrival on the Coast of Malabar, it will be pro¬ 
per to land them at Bombay. 

In addition to the necessary convoy tor the military rein¬ 
forcements, I trust it will be in your Excellency’s power to 
reinforce Vice-Admiral Rainier 1 s squadron, which I beg leave 
to state to you is particularly deficient in frigates ; your Ex¬ 
cellency will render a ^roat service to the British Empire in 
India by contributing any aid to this deficient branch of the 
naval service jn these seas. 

In proceeding towards India, or to the Red Sea, a French 
Squadron must probably touch, either at the Spanish Settle¬ 
ments on the Eastern Coast of South America, or at the 
Mauritius. It is riot impassible that such a squadron would 
find it necessary to touch at both places- 1 am satisfied that 
your Excellency’s approved vigilance and judgment will be 







exercised in observing both these points, and in applying 
yoitr force either to intercept the enemy on their voyage, or 
to reinforce Rear-Admiral Blankett (who proceeds up the Red 
Sea in the month of November next) or Vice-Admiral Rai¬ 
nier on the Coast of Malabar, or at Trineoinah*, as the case 
may appear to require. I am also confident that your Excel¬ 
lency will give Vice-Admiral Rainier and me the earliest pos¬ 
sible intimation of the movements of the enemy and of your 
own; and I flatter myself that you will fkun time to time 
apprize ns of the general state and distribution of your 
squadron, 

f have the honour to enclose a copy of the signals now in 
use at the Isle of France, which I have lately procured, and 
believe to be correct; it may probably be found useful to 
your Excellency if you should happen not to possess the 
same information. 

It appears highly probable, with a view to all her objects 
ju Egypt and India that France may endeavour at an early 
season to throw a strong reinforcement into the Isle of 
France, Recent information leads me to believe that such a 
design is entertained by the enemy. Its success would cer¬ 
tainly aggravate, in a great degree, the danger of our Indian 
Empire, I therefore feel it to be my duty, in the most ear¬ 
nest manner, to recommend to your Excellency to take im¬ 
mediate measures for establishing the most strict and ef¬ 
fectual blockade of the Ports of the Isle of France, which 
your naval force will permit, until you shall receive further 
advices from me; and I request your Excellency to apprize 
Vice-Admiral Rainier and me by every favourable oppor¬ 
tunity of the state of any such blockade, of its probable 
duration, and of its effect on the enemy’s force and conduct, 
as well as of all such information as you may be enabled to 
collect respecting the internal strength and defences of the 
Isle of France. I have the honour to transmit a copy of a 
note which has been furnished to me relative to the most eli¬ 
gible plan for maintaining a blockade of the Ports of the Isle 
of France. The note was given to me by a very intelligent 
navigator, who has lately passed a month on the island. In 
the strictest confidence and with the fullest reliance on your 
Excellency’s acknowledged discretion and secresy, I apprize 
you that my views are likely to be directed eventually to the 
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"ction of the Isle of France* It is possible that I may 
make the attempt in the course of the month of January, 
1801* or of the ensuing month of May. In the first case* I 
cannot hope for further assistance from your Excellency, than 
that you should send the most considerable force which you 
can spare to cruize oft' the Island or blockade its ports, at 
the earliest possible season; and if success should attend my 
enterprize in the month of January, the naval defence of the 
Island will be delivered over to your Excellency’s squadron. 
Should the attempt from India be postponed until the month 
of May, your Excellency will hear from me again, and in 
either case, you will rentier a most essential service by block¬ 
ading the Ports of the island according to the suggestion 
which I have recommended to your attention, and by des¬ 
patching frequent advices to Vice-Admiral Rainier* and to 


IliD* 


Your Excellency will probably observe* that my requisi¬ 
tion for a reinforcement of troops from the Cape is connected 
with ray eventual design against the Isle of France, But as 
I am satisfied that that design can be best executed directly 
from India, and that any attempt to obtain a co-operation of 
troops from the Cape would be subject to much difficulty, 
and would perhaps only serve to disclose a plan of which 
the success must principally depend on sudden and secret 
execution, I have resolved to make no communication what¬ 
ever to the Government at the Cape of my intentions in the 
present stage of my design j nor is any person in India ac¬ 
quainted with them, excepting Vice-Admiral Rainier and my 
brother Colonel Wellesley, who will bo employed, if I should 
determine to carry ray plan into effect The subordinate go¬ 
vernments of India will not he apprized of my views, unless 
an armament should hereafter depart for the Mauritius from 
Trin com ale, where I am now assembling a large force, as as 
central position for the general naval and military defence of 
this empire* This force will eventually be applicable to va¬ 
rious objects, according to the change of circumstances and 
events. One of these objects may be the reduction of the 
Isle of France, which I know to have been in a state abso¬ 
lutely defenceless in the month of August, 

Your Excellency, ! am persuaded, will not suffer this most 
secret and confidential communication to transpire beyond 
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your osvn breast, and J am satisfied that you will contribute 
every effort of yonr talents, experience, and public zeal to aid 
my views, if it should appear to me expedient to prosecute 
the undertaking to which I have referred in this despatch* 
Vague surmises and conjectures will always arise in the 
public mind, whenever any military or naval preparation shall 
appear to occupy the attention of Government, and possibly 
such may reach your Excellency with regard to the present 
armament in India ; but you may be assured that its real ob¬ 
jects arc only known to those whom I have named, ami are 
precisely such as I have intimated. 


I have the honour to be, 
with great respect and consideration, 

Sir, yonr Excellency 1 ** most obedient 

and faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


Note—enclosed in the above letter, to his Excellency Sir 
Roger Curtis t 

Two frigates, ora ship of the Line, to cruize off Port Bourbon between 
the latitude of 2i 0 aud 20° 

Two frigates, or a ship of the Line and one frigate, to cruize off Port 
Louis, by no means to the westward of the Port* 


No. CL 


The Marquess iFdledey to the Right Honourable Henry ])md&* 


Fort William, 25th October, 1800* 


My dear Sir, 


The despatches of the Princess Mary were finally closed 
on the bth instant, and that vessel was on the point of sailing 
when the appearance of the enemy's privateers at the mouth 
of the river rendered it necessary to postpone her departure 
until a vessel could be armed to afford convoy to her and to 
the Anna . 

The detention of the packet enables me to inform you that 
on the 15th instant I received the most alarming accounts 
from Russorah and Constantinople of the progress of the 
i reach both in Egypt and on the Continent of Europe* 
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ie impression made on mind by these accounts, and the 
measures which I have adopted in consequence of this unfii- 
v our abb change in the state of affairs will appear in the en¬ 
closed copies of my despatches to Vice-Admiral Rainier t Rear- 
Admiral Blanket#, Vice-Admiral Sir Roger Curtis, and Sir 
George Yonge.* It would occasion considerable detention 
of the packet were I to delay her departure until I could add 
to these documents copies of the instructions which I have 
despatched to the Governments of Fort St. George* Bombay, 
and Ceylon, in consequence of the plan of measures which I 
have framed with a view to meet the approaching exigency. 
The tenor of my letters to Vice-Admiral Rainier will afford 
you a sufficiently accurate knowledge of the general scope of 
of those instructions. 

The most pressing object of the present despatch is to im¬ 
press you with the urgent and indispensable necessity of 
augmenting, without au hour’s delay, our European force in 
India to the extent demanded by the situation of this Em¬ 
pire. 

Ip my letter of the 13th of July, 1800*f l represented to you, 
iu the most urgent and anxious terms, the perilous weakness 
of the European force in India, and i earnestly entreated you 
to complete it with all practicable expedition, to the extent 
of twenty-five efficient regiments of infantry, and eight regi¬ 
ments of dragoons. If the war between Grout Britain and 
France should continue, the late events in Europe and Egypt 
sufficiently indicate that the theatre of action wad be trans¬ 
ferred to India and Egypt ; the necessity, therefore, of an 
early augmentation of the European army, in India to the 
extent proposed in my despatch of the lath of July is not 
only become more urgent, but the increased probability of an 
active war in this quarter of the globe requires an augmenta¬ 
tion beyond the amount: proposed in that despatch. 

My immediate wish is, that you should complete the corps 
in India to the strength proposed in my despatch of the l.'ith 
of July, without delay, and at the same time that you should 


* The letters to Admiral Rainier and Curtis, and .to Sir G. Vongc will 
cohvev the views detailed in the other letters mentioned by the Governor- 
General. — Ei>, 
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embark for the Cape of Good Hope as large a reinforcement 
ag possible, instructing the Government of the Cape to com¬ 
ply promptly with every requisition which I may at any time 
make for troops from that Colony, 

You will recollect that in the event of my succeeding tlu- 
ring the ensuing months of January or May, in my design 
against the Mauritius, a considerable hotly of Europeans will 
be required to garrison that island. Such a deduction from 
the European force necessary for the protection of our Indian 
Empire has not entered into any of the estimates which 1 
have hitherto formed on this subject; and consequently the 
reinforcements to be sent to India should be calculated with 
a view to the probable additional demand of a strong garri¬ 
son for the Isle of France, and of another for Batavia since 
the reduction of Batavia would necessarily follow that of 
Mauritius, The garrison of Mauritius ought not to be less 
than two thousand Europeans, nor that of Batavia than one 
thousand. 

An early and extensive augmentation both of our naval and 
military force in India is further necessary with a view to the 
conquest of the Philippine Islands, which certainly ought to 
be undertaken with the least possible delay, especially if the 
theatre of the war should be likely to be transferred from 
Europe to this quarter of the globe, France is reported to 
have opened a negotiation with Spain a few years past, for 
the exchange of the Philippine Islands, and it may be rea¬ 
sonably supposed that she has not relinquished her views 
upon those valuable possessions, which, in the hands of the 
French, would prove the destruction of our trade with China, 
But even if this object should not be entertained, our naval 


force requires immediate augmentation, especially in the de¬ 
partment of frigates* Without a considerable increase of 
the number of our frigates, the protection of the trade of 
India against privateers, or rather pirates, will become im¬ 
practicable. The reduction of Mauritius would indeed de¬ 
stroy the present resort and haunt of the moat formidable 
force of piracy in these seas; but other stations might possi¬ 
bly be substituted by the indefatigable activity and enterprise 
of French, American, Danish anti Irish adventurers* The cap¬ 
ture of the Kent will, I trust, induce Lord Spencer to conde¬ 
scend to pay some attention to my urgent entreaty, stated in a 
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letter written to him soon After my arrival in India, In that 
letter I declared my opinion, that an insult offered to the British 
flag at the mouth of the Ganges ought not to be felt with less 
indignation than an insult offered at the mouth of the Thames* 
In this sentiment I know you will concur with me, but unless 
you act upon it with resolution and system, the audacity oi 
the enemy will increase in the Indian Seas, the confidence oi 
our native subjects in our naval superiority will he extin* 
gttifihed, and the trade, both of individuals and of the Com* 
pany, will be materially interrupted, if not seriously injured. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 

your’s, &e> 

Wellesley. 


No, CIL 

The Marquees mUmlmj to the Right Hon. ffenrtj Huntks* 

My dear Sir, Fort William, 26 th October, 1800 . 

I have the pleasure to congratulate you on the final conclu¬ 
sion of my treaty with the Nizam, of which the substance has 
already been communicated to you. A copy of the treaty is 
forwarded from Captain Kirkpatrick overland, by this des¬ 
patch, to the Secret Committee. The treaty does not seem 
to require much explanation ; but I shall soon transmit a full 
discussion of its principles and objects. The boundaries ot 
our empire in the Peninsula are now, the Tumbuddra, the 
Kistna, and the Sea. I must repeat in the most earnest 
manner, my anxious recommendation of Captain Kirkpatrick 
for some distinguished mark of his Majesty's favour. 

Wellesley. 


No. CIIL 

The Marquess fTelMey to the Hon, Colonel Welksky. 

My dear Arthur, I*f>rt William, November 5th, 1800. 

The enclosed copies of my despatches to \ ice-Adiniral 
Rainier, and to Sir Roger Curtis* will afford you a general 


See pages 399, *106. 
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view of the nature of the comm arid to which 1 have appointed 
you; as well as of the various objects to which the force to 
lie assembled at Tri neon i ale may he applicable, according to 
the state of circumstances and events towards the close of the 
month of December. 

In order to assist you in the consideration of these des¬ 
patches, I will, in this place, shortly recapitulate the general 
purport of my orders and intentions. 

First, In consequence of the state of the war in Europe, 
and of the strength of the French power m Egypt, I have 
determined to suspend the intended expedition against Ba¬ 
tavia. 

Secondly, 1 have ordered the force noted in the margin,* 
to assemble at Trie comale, where I trust it will be collected 
by the middle of December, and I have desired the Admiral 
to repair to the same station with the strength of his squadron. 

Thirdly, This force is to be applied to either of the follow¬ 
ing objects if required. 

To proceed up tho Red Sea, in order to co-operate with 
the .British force, which may be employed in Egypt from the 
side of the Mediterranean. 

To proceed to any point which the French may menace in 
India, especially on the western side of the Peninsula. The 
Governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, are ordered 
to hold in readiness whatever troops they can spare, to act in 
concert with the force assembled at Tr incomale, either in E- 
gypt or in any part of India, and the forces holdeuin readiness 
at each of those Presidencies respectively, will be subject to 
your command, and will repair to such position, as you may 
eventually point out with a view to either of the stated 
objects. 

Fourthly, Intelligence which I have received has satisfied 
me, that a blow might now be struck with every prospect of 
success against the Isle of France* If the state of my ac¬ 
counts from Europe and Egypt should leave me at liberty to 
make such an attempt at the close of the month of December, 


* The King’s 10th, 19th, and 80th, regiments of foot. Bengal volun¬ 
teers, 1 battalion consisting of 1(MX> firelocks. Artillery from Bengal 
38 Europeans (exclusive of commanding officers) mid46 Golandauzes. The 
reommng proportion of artillery to be furnished from Ceylon, 





my anxious wish is-, that you should proceed on, dr about the 
th of December, from Trincomakl directly to the Isle of 
France, and carry into execution the plan contained in the 
papers enclosed in my letter B of this date,* provided you 
and the Admiral, after foil consideration, should judge the 
plan to be practicable, with the means which 1 can enable 
you to command, and within the period of the season stated 
in the plan. 

The enclosure of this letter, and of my letter B of tins date, 
contain such ample details m to require no farther explana¬ 
tion from mi?; you will meet the Admiral ami Mr. Stokes at 
Trincomale; in the meanwhile 1 shall furnish you with such 
information as 1 possess respecting the expedition formerly 
projected against the Isle of France, directing your attention 
to the various changes of circumstances which appear to me 
to favour the plan of Mi\ Stokes; and also stating such 
observations as occur to me on the general principles of that 
plan. The particular details of the project involve many 
questions purely naval or military, on which the Admiral and 
you must be more competent to decide. 

It is necessary to apprise you, that I have observed the 
strictest seepesy with regard to my views against the Isle of 
France. J have not communicated them even to Lord Clive. If 
I should judge it advisable to disclose them to him, I will 
give you timely notice. 

Ever my dear Arthur, 

Yours most affectionately, 
Wellesley. 


No, CIV, 

From Lord Elgin to the Marquem H^elleslqf. 

Co n st a it t i nop) ■ b , N't j vq m b er 111 h > 1 $00. 
My dear Lord, [Received 20tli February, 180 b] 

At the moment: of .ny Brother's setting out, a messenger 
from England has brought me the communication of govern¬ 
ment having ordered Sir R. Abercrombie, and Lord Keith, 
to undertake seriously the conquest of Egypt. I have ex- 


* They are very rnlaminous, and as the expedition did not take place 
during Lord Wellesley's government, their insert ion is not absolutely 

requisite. 
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ttaeted for you, the substance of the principal papfer sent me. 
And most sincerely do l now trust you may have executed 
your plan of sending a force into the Red Sea, the co-opera¬ 
tion of which will be so beneficial to the operations from the 
Mediterranean. 


Relieve me, ever, in great haste, 

My dear Lord, 

Yours moat faithfully, 
Elgin. 


Extracted from an Extract of a Letter frm Mr. Secretary Dutffo* to Sir 
Ralph rfhercrothlnc, October* 1800, 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie is ordered (in concert with the commanding 
naval officer at Gibraltar) to complete all the troop ships, anil coppered 
transports, for the purpose of conveying 15000 infantry to the Coast of 
Egypt, 

He is to make the best of his way up the Mediterranean, and proceed 
to such port ua shall be named the rendezvous, either on the Cornst of Syria, 
Cyprus, Rhodes, or Can (Ha, to procure refreshments, and to concert on the 
plans of operation with such officers as the Porte may appoint for that 
service. 

The first material point appears to be the reduction of Alexandria, and 
the occupation of the other ports of Egypt on the Mediterranean. 

Supposing these posts secured, it is thought expedient that he should 
move forward into the country, and open a passage for such forces ns the 
Turks may wish to send that way, to co-operate with their main body in 
Syria. This is to he determined by Sir B. Abercrombie's mare accurate 
knowledge of the country. 

As the French soldiers are supposed to wish to return home, Alexandria 
is to be summoned, and an offer made to the garrison to return to France, 
on condition of not serving till exchanged. The same offer is to be made 
to tne French Commander-in-Chief as soon as the Coast is secured; and in 
case be refuses, it k to be made as public as possible to the enemy's troops. 

As it is known that the French Government has sent positive orders to 
the Commander-in-Chief to maintain himself in Egypt j in order to ensure 
the success of this British force, 5,000 men are ordered to co-operate 
from India, and to possess themselves of the French posts on the Red 
Sea. 
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Mr. if Ockham to the Right Hon, Lord Grenville. 

Mv Loud, C reins-Minister, 13th November, 1800. 

I have received certain information from Faria, that an expedition is now 
preparing at Brest, and nearly ready to sail for the Islands of Prance and 
Bourbon.* It is to be composed of several ships of war and frigates, and 
h to be commanded by Admiral Yillaret Joyeuse, and Mr* Magon is to sail 
with it, who is appointed Governor of these colonies, and Comimsauiy- 
General for the affairs of India, Bo tit nre furnished with their comm issiona, 
and I am given to understand that they are detained only on account of the 
want of money, necessary for the carrying such an enterprise into effect, 
and the difficulty and danger of clearing the Bay of Biscay, in the present 
station of the British fleets* 

1 have not been aide to learn the extent of the force to be sent o\ii, but 
I am inclined to think, that it is intended to be considerable, 

I have the honour to be, 

William Wickham, 


No. CV. 

The Marquess tFdledcy to The Hon, Frederick North, 

My DEAR North, Fort William, November28th, 1800* 

I have this moment received your official despatch of the 
22nd October, and 1 lose not a moment in acknowledging it 
m this private form, for the purpose of urging you in the 
most earnest manner, to avoid by all possible means, any 
rupture with the Court of Candy, You will perceive by my 
late communication to you* the great importance, and indeed 
absolute necessity, of our guarding against every circum¬ 
stance which may in any degree tend to embarrass the gene¬ 
ral measures of defence, which are of such indispensable 
urgency in the present exigency; I wish you, therefore, for 
the present, to suspend all your view's at Candy, and to look 
to no other object than the speedy completion of the arma¬ 
ment ordered to assemble at Trincomale, 

I am, &c. 

Wellesley* 


* The Marque&s Wellesley had not of course received this intelligence 
ivhen be stated to Admirals Earner and Curtis [see p. 399*] his views res. 
peeling the intentions of the enemy—E d* 
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No* CVI. 

The Marquess IFellesley to the Right Hon. Lord Clive. 

My Lord, Fort William, 1st December, 180D. 

1 have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, a copy of 
a letter from Sir Sidney Smith, to Mr, Manesfcy, dated the 
12th of September, and extract of a letter from Mr* Tooke, 
the agent of the Company at Constantinople, to Mr. Harford 
Jones, dated the 18th of September, enclosing copy of a letter 
from Lord Minto to Mr* Tooke, dated the 2nd of September, 
1800, 

These advices were brought by an overland despatch, 
which reached Fort William tins morning, and although they 
may have been forwarded to your Lordship from Bom¬ 
bay, I think it advisable to transmit copies of them by this 
despatch* 

The intelligence contained in these advices, affords every 
ground of belief, that a renewal of hostilities between the 
Emperor of Germany, and'the French Government lias taken 
place; while on the other hand it appears probable, that 
during the continuance of the renewed war, the Emperor of 
Germany may have opened negotiations for a peace, on terms 
to which Great Britain cannot accede. These circumstances 
added to the state of the French power in Egypt, demand 
with additional urgency the execution of the measure com¬ 
municated to your Lordship hi my late despatches. 

But the event to which I particularly desire to cull your 
Lordship’s attention, is the capture of the two Danish frigates 
as stated in Lord Minto # s letter, which under all the circum¬ 
stances of the case, appears to me to indicate a probability 
of an early rupture between England and Denmark, In the 
event of hostilities taking place, it will be of the greatest 
importance that we should be prepared to act with prompti¬ 
tude and effect against the Danish power in India* 

With a view to this event, I request that your Lordship 
will be pleased to take with ell practicable secrecy, such mea¬ 
sures as may appear to you best calculated to enable you to 
possess yourself of the Danish settlement of TrangueW, at 
the first moment after you shall have received authentic ad- 
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pices from Europe of a rupture with Denmark, and in such 
a case, I request your Lordship to act instantaneously with¬ 
out waiting for any reference to me* 

In the interval, it would be advisable as soon as possible, 
to carry into effect the measure which your Lordship knows 
to have been long in contemplation of establishing a resident 
at Tranquebar, for the purpose of observing the motions and 
intrigues of the French and Danes* l request your Lordship 
to select a proper person for that purpose, and to furnish 
Mm with credentials; referring to my authority, as well as to 
that of your Lordship's government, you will direct (he resi¬ 
dent at Tranquebar to correspond immediately with me, as 
well as with your Lordship; and you will fix Iris appointments 
on such a scale as may appear to your Lordship to be 
proper* 

I also request that your Lordship will immediately trans¬ 
mit a copy of this letter with the papers which accompany it, 
to Vice-Admiral Rainier, and suggest to his Excellency the 
importance of directing a vigilant attention to the settlement 
of Tranquebar, and also of taking such measures as may 
appear best calculated for defeating any attempts which the 
numerous ships, and extensive commerce of the Danes in 
India, may eventually enable that nation to make against the 
British trade or settlements in the Indian, and the Chinese 
Seas* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley* 


No. CVIL 

The Marquess Wellesley to Lkut^Coltm&l Close, Resident Mysore , 
g JRj Fort William* December 24 th, 1800, 

Although I have not troubled you with any letter for some 
time past, you will easily believe that my attention has con¬ 
stantly been fixed on the affairs of Mysore, and on the pros¬ 
perity of your administration of the important trust, which T 
confided to you, upon the conclusion of the subsidiary treaty 
of Seringapatam* Nearly a year and-a-half has now elapsed 
since you took charge of your arduous office, and it is with 


V" 


resolutions of yu 

utmost degree of satisfaction that I declare eveiy suc¬ 
ceeding month to have furnished me with additional proof of 
the happiness of my choice in selecting you to fill a station, 
which affords the most ample field for the display of your 
various talents, and is equal in importance to any station 
in India, with the single exception of the governments. 

The object of this letter is merely to convey to you, the 
cordial expressions of my approbation and. gratitude, the 
state of affairs in Mysore does not appear to me to call .for any 
particular instruction from me at present. The Dewan, 
under your direction, seems to pursue the wisest and most 
benevolent course for the promotion of industry and opu¬ 
lence, the protection of property, and the maintenance of 
interna] tranquillity and order in Mysore. The external secu¬ 
rity of the northern and north western frontier, has been 
greatly strengthened by the successful termination of Colonel 
Wellesley's rapid and brilliant campaign, and by the great 
accession of territory which we have lately derived from the 
new and important treaty with the Nizam. Whenever an 
effectual plan can be pursued in Malabar for tin. settlement 
of that country, I trust that the empire subjected to the 
Government of Fort St. George, will become the rival of 
this, in revenue and resources of every description, 

I sincerely hope that the state of your health (which I have 
been concerned to hear was lately deranged) may long enable 
you to assist in forwarding the great work of consolidating 
and improving our valuable interests in the Peninsula. You 
may always rely on my most zealous encouragement, and you 
shall learn the details of my sentiments on all occasions, which 
may appear to require my assistance and advice. _ _ 

I have long entertained the hope of being able to visit 
Mysore, in the month of February, or March next, and to pass 
the hot season in that pleasant climate, I have not yet aban¬ 
doned this plan, although my final determination has been 
delayed by the unaccountable delay in my brother Henry s 
return from Europe. If I should visit Mysore, my wish would 
be to pass the hot season between Bangalore and Sermgapa- 
tam, principally at the former place. 

Believe me, dear Sir* 
with great regard and respect. 

Your most faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 




A GENERAL COURT OF PROPRIETORS* 






No. cviii. 


At a General Court vf Proprietors, held on the l hth of January, 1 HO I. 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that, the Court of 
Directors, having had under their consideration the important 
services rendered to the Company by their present Governor- 
Generalj the most noble the Marquess Wellesley, they have 
l'esolved, that his Lordship be requested to accept an annuity 
of £5,000; and which resolution, in conformity to the 19th 
Section of the 6th Chapter of the Bye Laws, he offers for the 
approbation of this Court, 

The same was read as entered on the proceedings of the 
Court of Directors of the 10th ultimo, being as follows; via* 

u The Court, taking into consideration the important ser¬ 
vices rendered to the East India Company by their present 
Governor-General, the most noble the Marquess Wellesley ; 
the political wisdom and foresight which distinguished his 
conduct in negotiating and concluding a Treaty with the 
Soubali of Deccan, whereby a body of 14,000 men, com¬ 
manded by 124 French officers, was completely disbanded, 
and the officers made prisoners, thereby removing the cause 
of great political apprehension, and leaving the army of his 
Highness at full liberty to act in conjunction with his British 
allies in the subsequent conquest of Mysore; the zeal and 
alacrity shewn by his Lordship in proceeding to the coast of 
Coromandel to forward the equipment of the army, which 
afterwards effected that glorious achievement, which not only 
terminated in the destruction of a most implacable enemy, 
but by which the Company also acquired a very large addi¬ 
tion of territorial revenue; the great ability, energy, firmness, 
and decision displayed by him during the whole of the nego- 
elation with the late Tippoo Sulfcaun, and the able manner in 
which the Subsidiary Treaty with the Rajah of Mysore was 
concluded. 

Resolved, unanimously, that in reward for such eminent 
services, his Lordship be requested to accept an annuity of 
£5,000, to issue out of the territorial revenues in India, for 
the term of twenty years, provided the Company’s exclusive 
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trade shall so long continue, and the territorial revenue shall 
so long remain in possession of the Company, to commence 
from the Jst of September, 1798, being the day on which the 
before mentioned Treaty with the Sou bah of Deccan was 
concluded, and that the same be paid to his Lordship, his 
Executors, Administrators or Assigns, for the term afore- 


said/’ 


The Court taking into consideration the foregoing resolu¬ 
tion of the Court of Directors, 

It was moved, and on the question being put, 

Resolved, that this Court entirely coincide with the senti¬ 
ments of the Court of Directors as expressed in their reso¬ 
lution now under consideration, hearing date the 10th ultimo, 
and agree to the proposition therein contained, as a proper 
testimony of the high sense they entertain of the extraordi¬ 
nary merits and most eminent services rendered by the most 
noble the Marquess Wellesley to this Company. 


No. CIX, 


The Marquess Wellesley to Ll-CoI ffiltmn Scott, Resident at Lucknow. 


Fort William, January 22nd, 180b 


Sir, 


I „ Having reviewed the series of your correspondence since 
the commencement of the reform of his Excellency the 
Vizier’s military establishments, my attention has been parti¬ 
cularly directed to the declaration made by his Excellency in 
his letter to you of the 09 th of J urn mad us Said, relative to a 
probability of a failure on his Excellency s part, in providing 
the necessary funds for the regular payment of the additional 
troops furnished within the last year for the defence of his 
Excellency's dominions. 

0. If the alarming crisis be now approaching in which his 
Excellency can no longer fulfil his public engagements to 
the Company, this calamity must be imputed principally to 
his Excellency’s neglect of my repeated advice and earnest 
representations. The course of your correspondence mani¬ 
fests that the exertion of his Excellency in the reform of his 
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useless, dangerous, and expensive military establish¬ 
ments, especially of his cavalry* baa by no means kept pace 
with my efforts* to place the security of his Excellency's per¬ 
son and government beyond the reach of foreign and domestic 
danger. The augmented charges arising from the additional 
.British force specified in the despatch to you fro in the Secre¬ 
tary in the Secret Department of the 5 th of November* 1799, 
would have been amply provided for by the amount of the 
reductions which might have been effected in his Excellency's 
establishment* if his Excellency had vigorously and cordially 
co-operated with me in the salutary and economical measure 
of disbanding his own undisciplined, licentious, and disaffected 
troops, 

3.1 am perfectly satisfied that every exertion has been em¬ 
ployed by you to accelerate the execution of my orders* and 
that his Excellency’s systematic counteraction is the sole 
cause of the delays which have arisen j his Excellency having* 
to my knowledge* used every means within his power to frus¬ 
trate the progress of a reform which he himself had invited* 
and which he had declared to be indispensable to the security 
of liis person, and to the prosperity of his dominions, 

k The natural consequences of such a policy on the part 
of the Vizier are now necessarily felt by his Excellency; 
and it is now become the duty of the British Government to 
interpose effectually for the protection of his interests* as 
well as those of the Company* which are menaced with com¬ 
mon and speedy destruction by the rapid decline of the ge¬ 
neral resources of his Excellency’s dominions, 

5- The Vizier is already apprized that J have long lament¬ 
ed the various defects of the system by which the affairs 
of his Excellency's Government are administered. Conscious 
of the same defects, his Excellency lias repeatedly expressed 
a wish to correct them by the assistance of ihe British Go¬ 
vernment, I have never been indifferent to his Excellency’s 
wishes on this subject* or insensible of the urgent necessity 
of an effectual change in the administration of the affairs of 
Oude * but circumstances* well known to you* have hitherto 
prevented me from executing all the dictates of my duty with 
respect to that distressed country, and have compelled me to 
limit my efforts to a partial reform of his Excellency’s military 
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establishments; providing for the security of his Excellency s 
dominions and government to the extent of furnishing an effi¬ 
cient and respectable force for their defence and support, 
and of commencing a proportionate reduction in his Excel¬ 
lency's military establishments, 

6, It was always evident that these precautions must prove 
fruitless if the defects in the civil administration of Code 
should be suffered progressively to impair the funda¬ 
mental resources of the state* The continuance of the pre¬ 
sent system for a much longer period of time will not only 
rentier his Excellency unable to discharge the subsidy on ac¬ 
count of the additional troops* but will exhaust the resources 
of the country to such a degree as to preclude the possibility 
of realizing the former subsidy, 

7, The causes of this increasing defalcation of revenue 
are manifest, and daily acquire new strength. Had the ter¬ 
ritories of Oucle been subject to the frequent or occasional 
devastations of an enemy* had they been visited by unfavour¬ 
able seasons, or by other calamities which impair the public 
prosperity, the rapid decline of the Vizier's revenues might 
be imputed to other causes than a defective administration; 
but no such calamitous visitations have afflicted the province 
of Oiide, while, in consequence of the protection which it 
derives from the presence of the British forces, it has been 
maintained, together with all the Company's possessions on 
this side of India in the uninterrupted enjoyment of peace, 
A defective administration of the government is, therefore, 
the only cause which can have produced so marked a differ¬ 
ence between the state of his Excellency's dominions and that 
of the contiguous territories of the Company, While the 
territories of the Company have been advancing progressively 
during the last ten years in prosperity, population, and opu¬ 
lence, the dominions of the Vizier, although enjoying equal 
advantages of tranquillity and security, have rapidly aod pro¬ 
gressively declined* 

8, The operation of these evils has not commenced with 
the government of Srtadut Ali; they necessarily flow from the 
system of administration which existed at the period of his 
Excellency’s accession to the Musrtud, But none of these 
f'vils have been diminished under his Excellency's govern- 





mmt; an the contrary, their daily increase and aggravation 
are notorious, and must be progressive, to the utter ruin of 
the resources of Oude, unless the vicious system of the native 
administration of the country be immediately abandoned, In 
place of inveterate and growing abuses must be substituted a 
wise and benevolent plan of government, calculated to inspire 
the people with confidence in the security of property and of 
life; to encourage industry; to protect the fruits of honest 
labour; and to establish order and submission to the just 
authority of the State, on the solid foundations of gratitude 
for benefits received, and expectation of continual security, 

9. The Vizier must now be prepared for the active and 
decided interference of the British Government in the affairs 
of his country. His Excellency has repeatedly complained 
to me, and to the British Resident at his Court, of the ruin¬ 
ous condition of the internal government of Oude; he has 
repeatedly and earnestly solicited my direct interference, and 
has declared such interference to be indispensably necessary 
for the purpose of effecting a complete reform in his affairs. 
In the month of November, 1799, his Excellency was so con¬ 
vinced of the incurable defects of his government and of his 
own utter inability to administer it, that he signified to me, 
in the most formal manner, his deliberate determination to 
descend from the Musrnid, and to return into private life. 
He solemnly avowed {not in a moment of temporary anxiety 
ami vexation, but after the most deliberate reflection) “ that 
bis mind was utterly withdrawn from the government of a 
people who were neither pleased with him nor he with them, 
and with whose evil dispositions, enmity, disobedience, and 
negligence he was completely disgusted. This resolution, so 
deliberately adopted, was suddenly abandoned, but the cause 
of so sudden a change in bis Excellency's resolution cannot. 
Unfortunately, be traced to any improvement in the general 
administration of his affairs, to any augmentation of his 
means of conducting the Government, or to the consequent 
establishment of reciprocal confidence and attachment be¬ 
tween his Excellency and his people. Could any other fact 
be alleged to favour such an inference it would be totally 
precluded by bis Excellency's recent statement of the condi¬ 
tion of his revenues, and by recent and aggravated symptoms 
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most alarming disaffection towards his person and 
government. 

His Excellency's life 1ms been lately attempted tinder 


10 . 


circumstances of the most formidable description. Active 
ami general support has been afforded by his subjects to the 
impostor who lately assumed the name of Vizier Ali; and the 
acknowledged temper of his Excellency’s people, combined 
with the state of Ins government, exposes his situation every 
hour to increased anxiety, embarrassment, and hazard. 

11. Having maturely considered these circumstances with 
the attention and deliberation which the importance of the 
subject requires, I am satisfied that no effectual security can 
be provided against the ruin of the province of Oude, until 
the exclusive management of the civil and military govern¬ 
ment of that country shall be transferred to the Company, 
under suitable provisions for the maintenance of his Excel¬ 
lency and of his family. No other remedy can effect any 
considerable improvement in the resources of the state, or ean 
ultimately secure its external safety and internal peace. 

12. Under this conviction, and with a view to the preserva¬ 
tion of the common interests of the Company and of the 
Vizier, 1 have determined to propose to his Excellency a 
new treaty and arrangement similar to that concluded in 
November, 1799, between the Company and his Highness 
the Rajah of Tanjore; and also conformable to the plan of 
the treaty proposed to his Excellency by me, in my letter of 
the 9th of February, 1800, at the period of his Excellency's 
proposed abdication of the Government. A copy of the 
treaty with the Iiajah of Tanjore is enclosed; I desire that 
you will frame from the articles of that treaty, and from the 
treaty submitted to the Vizier in the month of December, 
1799, the plan of such an arrangement, as, while it shall 
effectually secure all the political benefits described in the 
eighth paragraph of this despatch, shall also consult, as far as 
may be compatible with that primary object, the inclinations 
and prejudices of the Vizier. Having framed such a treaty, 
you will submit it to his Excellency, and at the same time 
you will earnestly exhort him to consider the propositions 
contained in the new arrangement with calm and dispassion¬ 
ate deliberation. 


tfiHrjr* 



'^13, If his Excellency should manifest a disposition to adopt 
the general frame of the proposed arrangement, but should 
appear desirous of introducing any particular modifications 
into the proposed treaty* you will receive whatever proposi¬ 
tions Ids Excellency may oiler for that purpose* and you will 
communicate them to me without delay* adding such obser¬ 
vations as may occur to you for my further information, 

14% On the other hand* if his Excellency should unfortunately 
be persuaded by the interested councils of evil advisers abso¬ 
lutely to reject the proposed treaty* you will then proceed to 
inform his Excellency in firm, but respectful language, that 
the funds for the regular payment of the subsidy to the full 
extent of the augmented force must be placed* without a mo¬ 
ment of delay* beyond the hazard of failure, 

15, For this purpose you will require his Excellency to make 
a cession to the Company in perpetual sovereignty of such a 
portion of his territories as shall be fully adequate, in their 
present impoverished condition* to defray those indispensable 
charges. This cession must be framed upon the same prin¬ 
ciple which has formed the basis of the late treaty betw een 
his Highness the Soubahdar of the Deccan and the Com¬ 
pany* by which his Highness has ceded to the Company in 
full sovereignty, a country rated at the annual revenue of 
sixty-two lacs of rupees in commutation for a subsidy of 
about forty lacs of rupees, 

1G. With respect to the countries to be ceded, it is suffi¬ 
ciently evident that no other portion of the Vizier's domi¬ 
nions possesses so many political advantages as would be de¬ 
rived to the Company from the possession of the Doab* The 
cession of that province* including the tribute from Fu Tucka- 
bad, must therefore be required in the first distance. In se¬ 
lecting the other districts which may be necessary (after de¬ 
ducting the charges of collection) to complete the amount of 
the augmented subsidy it will be advisable to regulate the 
demand in such a manner as shall place the Vizier beyond 
the reach of foreign connections and foreign dangers* For 
this purpose the new possessions of the Company should be 
so arranged as to surround whatever territory may remain to 
his Excellency. With this view* the country to be required* 
in addition to the I>oab, must be Rohilcmid* The cession of 
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two provinces may be made with less violence to the 
and prejudices of the Vizier, inasmuch as they were 
actually added to the possessions of his family by the British 
arms* In this respect the arrangement proposed to the 
Vizier is similar to that concluded with the Nizam, The 
greater part of the countries ceded to the Company by the 
Nizam having been originally acquired from the power of 
Mysore by the assistance of the Company, 

17* If the present produce of these two provinces, after 
deducting the charges of collection, should be deemed une¬ 
qual to the amount of subsidy to be defrayed, the deficiency 
must be sought in the countries bordering on the district of 
Juaitpoor; and for thin purpose either Azimghur or Gor- 
uclcpoor* or both, must be required, 

18* Under such an arrangement, the territories which would 
remain to the Vizier would probably be sufficiently pro¬ 
tected by the position which the Company’s troops would 
necessarily occupy for the defence of the ceded countries; 
and no division of military force would fie required for the 
express purpose of protecting the Vizier's territory. The 
continuance, however, of a regiment of native infantry at 
Lucknow might be expedient as a protection to the person 
of the Vizier, and a security for the peace of the City, If at 
any time the state of his Excellency's remaining territories 
should require the presence of any part of the British force, 
you would he empowered to issue the requisite orders for 
that purpose* 

19* If the Vizier should manifest a disposition to accede to 
the first proposal, contained in the eleventh paragraph of this 
despatch, the transfer of the government will be considerably 
facilitated by the early adoption of effectual measures for the 
purpose of conciliating the minds of all persons whose interests 
or personal consideration maybe affected hy the dissolution of 
the existing government. With this view, it will be proper 
that suitable stipends or pensions should be settled on the 
principal nobles and officers at present dependent on the 
Court of Lucknow, as well as on all military officers of rank 
and particularly on those of the cavalry, who may lose their 
employments m consequence of the change of government, 
or of the reduction of the actual military establishments of 





Oude. Accordingly you will state for my information and 
ultimate orders your sentiments wUti regard to the persons 
for whom it may be expedient and just to provide; and you 
will suggest the amount and mode of the provision to be 
made for the several classes or descriptions of claimants. In 
the mean while, if the state of the‘ negotiation with the Vizier 
for the relinquishment of the civil and military administration 
of his dominions, according to the plan of the Treaty of Tan- 
jure, should require your attention to the object of providing 
for individuals before you can receive any detailed instruc¬ 
tions from me on the subject, you will promulgate, in the most 
distinct manner, such general and particular assurances, in 
the name of the British Government, as shall appear to you 
calculated to tranquillize the minds of those affected by the 
change of the administration. 

£Oth, In considering the measures to he adopted with the 
views stated in the preceding paragraph, it will occur to you 
that no proceeding can be more calculated to conciliate all 
descriptions and classes of people, than a liberal attention to 
the religious establishments and charitable foundations of 
the country. I accordingly authorize you in the case sup¬ 
posed to take the necessary steps for affording to the people 
of Oude the most ample satisfaction on this subject; aful I 
desire that you will furnish me with a statement of such 
public endowments, of both the Hindoo and Mahomtnedatt 
religion as you may propose to confirm or to extend* 

I am, &c. 

Wellesley* 


No, CX. 

77te Marques? IVellesky to the Fizier of Oude, 

Fort William, January 22 nd, 1801, 

Lieut-Colonel Scott has furnished me with copies of the 
letters, and with a report of the different conferences which 
have lately passed between your Excellency and him on the 
subject of the subsidy payable by your Excellency, on account 
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n the additional British troops, of which you have recently 
received the aid, for the protection of your Excellency’s do¬ 
minions, in conformity to the Treaty of 1798, and to my let¬ 
ter addressed to your Excellency on the 5th of November, 
1799* 

Your Excellency has distinctly and repeatedly admitted 
the existence of those dangers, which I have endeavoured to 
remove by a seasonable augmentation of the efficient military 
strength of Oude; and I have already demonstrated the 
right and duty of the British Government to secure the ex¬ 
ternal defence and internal tranquillity of your Excellency's 
dominions by such ah augmentation* 

I have also proved the obligation to which your Excel¬ 
lency is subject, by treaty, of providing the necessary funds 
for the punctual discharge of the expense incident to the 
augmented force; and your Excellency has not contested the 
justice or necessity of the motives and principles which have 
regulated my proceedings on this occasion. 

But although your Excellency has not controverted any of 
the principles on which this important measure has been 
founded, I observe, with infinite concern, that you have sug¬ 
gested the probability of a failure on your part in providing 
the necessary funds for the regular payment of the additional 
troops furnished within the last year for the defence of your 
Excellency's dominions* 

If the alarming crisis be now approaching, in which your 
Excellency can no longer fulfil your public engagements to 
the Company, it will be matter of additional regret to me that 
your Excellency's neglect of my repeated advice will prove 
the principal cause of your distress: your Excellency’s 
exertion in the reform of your own useless, dangerous, and 
expensive military establishments, especially of your cavalry, 
unfortunately has not kept pace with my efforts to place the 
security of your Excellency's person and government beyond 
the reach of every danger, foreign and domestic* The aug¬ 
mented charges arising from the additional British force spe¬ 
cified in my letter to your Excellency of the 5th of November, 
1799, would have been in a great degree provided for by the 
amount of the reductions which might hu v ^ been effected in 
your own establishment, if your Excellency had vigorously 
and cordially co-operated with me in the salutary and econo^ 
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easure of disbanding your own undisciplined, licen- 



ts, and disaffected troops. 


Your Excellency* however* having pursued a course en¬ 
tirely opposite to your interests and to tny advice, by counter¬ 
acting, to the utmost of your power, the progress of a re¬ 
form which you had declared to be ^dispensable, the natural 
consequences of such a policy arc now necessarily felt by 
you, and it is now become my duty to interpose effectually 
for the protection of your interests as well as those of the 
Company. But in reviewing the actual state of your affairs 
your Excellency has now publicly admitted the existence of 
additional evils of the utmost magnitude and of the most 
alarming tendency. 

ft appears by your Excellency's statements, not only that 
you are embarrassed by the continuance of the charge of a 
large portion of your own troops, but that the general re¬ 
sources of your dominions actually decline with a rapidity 
menacing the joint interests of your Excellency and of the 
Company in the province of Oude with utter and speedy de¬ 
struction. 

Your Excellency is already apprised that I have lamented 
the various defects of the system by which the affairs of your 
Government are administered. Conscious of the same de¬ 
fects, your Excellency has repeatedly expressed a wish for 
the advice and assistance of the British Government in cor¬ 
recting them* I have never been indifferent to your Excel¬ 
lency s wishes on this subject; or insensible of the urgent 
necessity of an effectual change in the administration of the 
affairs of Oude. Circumstances, sufficiently known to your 
Excellency, have hitherto prevented me from executing all 
the dictates of my duty with respect to that distressed coun¬ 
try ; I have hitherto been compelled to limit my efforts to a 
partial reform ol your Excellency's military establishments; 
providing for the security of your Excellency's dominions and 
government to the extent of furnishing an efficient and re¬ 
spectable military force for their defence and support, and of 
commencing a proportionate reduction in your Excellency's 
military establishments. 

It was always evident that thefts precautions must prove 
fruitless if the defects of the civil administration of Oude 
should be suffered progressively Co impair the; fundamental 


THE MARQUESS WJvLT.ESLlY, TO 



*SL 


'resources of the state, The continuance of the present sjjfc-- 
t$Ett for a longer period will not only render your Excellency 
unable to discharge the subsidy on account of the additional 
troops i but the resources of your Excellency's country would 
be exhausted to such a degree as to preclude the possibility 
of your discharging the former subsidy. 

Your Excellency has observed that the difficulty with 
which the collections are made is no secret- This alarming 
fact has never been a secret to me, I am equally well appri¬ 
zed that these difficulties are experienced not only with an¬ 
nuls* long established in the country, but that every settle¬ 
ment with a new aumil is concluded for a diminished jumma.f 
The causes of this increasing defalcation of revenue are 
equally notorious, and daily acquire new strength. Had your 
Excellency’s territories been subject to the frequent or occa¬ 
sional devastations of an enemy—hail they been visited by 
unfavourable seasons, or by other calamities which impair 
the public prosperity, the rapid decline of your revenues might 
be imputable to other causes than evil administration; but, 
under the favour of Providence, no such visitation! have af¬ 
flicted the province of Oude, while the powerful protection ot 
the British forces has maintained your Excellency’s domi¬ 
nions, together with all the Company’s possessions in this 
quarter of India, secure from the ravages of war, in the en¬ 
joyment; of undisturbed tranquillity and peace* What other 
cause, than evil administration, can have produced so marked 
a difference between the state of your Excellency’s dominions 
and that of the contiguous territories of the Company? 
While the Company’s territories have been advancing progres¬ 
sively during the hist ten years in prosperity, population, and 
opulence; your Excellency’s dominions, enjoying equal ad¬ 
vantages of tranquillity and security, with the possessions of 
the Company, have rapidly and progressively declined. The 
operation of these evils did not indeed commence with your 
Excellency’s Government. They necessarily flow from the 
system of administration which existed at the period of your 
Excellency’s accession to the Musnud.J But none of these 
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have diminished under your Excellency's Government; their 
daily increase and aggravation is evident to the whole world, 
acknowledged by yourself, and must be progressive to the 
utter ruin of the resources of Oude, unless the vicious system 
of Government he immediately abandoned. 

In place of inveterate and growing abuses must be substi¬ 
tuted a Wise and benevolent plan of government, calculated 
to inspire your Excellency’s subjects with confidence in the 
security of property and of life; to encourage industry, to 
protect the fruits of honest labour, and to establish order and 
submission to the just authority of the State on the solid 
foundations of gratitude tor benefits received, and expecta¬ 
tion of continual security, I must again remind your Excel¬ 
lency that you have repeatedly complained to me and to the 
Resident of the ruinous condition of your internal Govern¬ 
ment; you have repeatedly and earnestly solicited my direct 
interference, anil you have declared it to be indispensably ne¬ 
cessary for the purpose of effecting a complete reform in your 
affairs* 

In August 1798, your Excellency informed me that the frame 
of your Government which had for a long “ period of time 
been very loose and confused f was become in the f£ last de¬ 
gree 11 ineffective and (6 irregular f* adding a request that I 
would instruct the Company’s Resident at Lucknow to afford 
your Excellency his effectual aid in establishing your autho¬ 
rity ff on a new basis* 11 

In June 1799 you repeated to me, by letter, the assurances 
of your anxiety £< to establish a systematic settlement of the 
country, and of the military, for promoting the security and 
ease of the ryots, the prosperity of the country, and the 
tranquillity of the people/’ And you again required that the 
Resident might be ordered H to assist you in all matters, to 
the end that you might be thereby enabled to carry on the 
affairs of your government in a manner to produce ease and 
satisfaction to your mind/ 1 

In the month of November 1799 your Excellency was so 
convinced of the incurable defects of your Government, and 
of your own utter inability to administer the affairs of it any 
longer, that you signified to me in the most formal manner 
your deliberate determination to descend from the Musnud, 
and to return into private life. You solemnly avowed, not in 
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a moment of temporary anxiety and vexation, but after the 
most deliberate rejection “ that your mind was utterly with¬ 
drawn from the government of a people who were neither 
pleased with you, nor you with them; and with whose evil 
disposition, enmity, disobedience, and negligence you were 
completely disgusted.* 

This resolution, adopted with so much deliberation, was 
suddenly abandoned. I should have rejoiced if the sudden 
change of your Highness's resolution could have been traced 
to any improvement in the general administration of your af¬ 
fairs, to any augmentation of your means of conducting the 
government, and to the consequent establishment of recipro¬ 
cal confidence and attachment between your Excellency and 
your people* But this hope is precluded by your Excellen¬ 
cy's own recent statement of the condition of your revenues, 
and by renewed and aggravated symptoms of the most alarm¬ 
ing disaffection towards your Excellency's person and govern¬ 
ment Your Excellency’s lifts lias been lately attempted under 
circumstances of the most formidable nature; active and ge¬ 
neral support has been afforded by your subjects to an im¬ 
postor who recently assumed the name of Vizier Ali, and the 
acknowledged temper of your people combined with the state 
of your Government expose your situation every hour to in¬ 
creased hazard, anxiety, and embarrassment. 

Having maturely considered the state and condition of 
Oude with all the attention and deliberation due to the im¬ 
portance of the subject, I am satisfied that no effectual se¬ 
curity can be taken against the ruin of that country until 
your Excellency shall transfer to the exclusive management 
of the Company the civil and military government of your Ex* 
cellency’s dominions, under such Conditions as may effectually 
secure the affluence and honour of your Excellency and of 
your illustrious family* I am convinced that no other remedy 
can materially or permanently improve the resources of the 
State, or ultimately secure its external safety and internal 
peace and order* Under the Company's management your 
subjects would enjoy the rights of property, the honest and 
vigorous administration of justice, and the security of life; 
the benefits of a provident and just government now diffused 
from Bengal to the frontier of Oude, might be extended over 
that declining country, and the resources of the State would 
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revive with the vigour of the government* and with the hap¬ 
piness of the people. 

Under this conviction* I have communicated to Lieufe*-€o- 
lonel Scott* in detail, my ideas relative to the measures ne¬ 
cessary to be immediately adopted with a view to the preser¬ 
vation of the common interests of y our Excellency and of the 
Company; and ! earnestly exhort your Excellency* as you 
value the happiness and prosperity of your people, the per¬ 
manent tranquillity of your mind* and your security from the 
disaffection of a suffering people, to consider the propositions 
which Lieuh-Colonel Scott will state to you, with calm deli¬ 


a. 


beration. 

If your Excellency should be unfortunately persuaded by the 
interested views of evil advisers to reject the proposals which 
will be made to you by Lieut,-Colonel Scot*, it is my duty 
to inform your Excellency, that the funds for the regular 
payment of subsidy, to the full extent of the augmented force* 
must be placed, without a moment of delay, beyond the ha¬ 
zard of failure. I must, therefore* immediately represent to 
your Excellency the absolute necessity of making a per¬ 
petual cession to the Company of such portion of your Ex¬ 
cellency's territories as shall be adequate to defray those in¬ 
dispensable charges. 

His Highness the Souhahdar of the Deccan has lately 
ceded to the Company in full sovereignty a country yielding 
an annual revenue of sixty-two lacs of rupees, ill commuta¬ 
tion for subsidy, A similar arrangement with your Excel¬ 
lency is absolutely unavoidable, unless you should prefer my 
first proposition, under any modification, which Lieut ^Colo¬ 
nel Scott may be authorized to make to you for the security, 
honour, and affluence of your family* 

I have furnished Lieut.-Colonel Scott with my instructions 
relative to the line of territory which it will be desirable that 
your Excellency should relinquish to the Company in the 
event of your preferring such an arrangement* 

I request your Excellency to be satisfied that the whole 
course of events in Outle, since your accession, has Tendered 
it my indispensable duty to adhere with firmness to the tenor 
of this letter, as containing principles from which the Bri¬ 
tish Government never can depart, nov can your Excellency 
receive, with surprize or concern, a resolution naturally re- 
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salting from your own reiterated representations of the Ctim 
fusion of your affairs, and of your inability either to reduce 
them to order, or to conciliate the alienated affections of 
y q u r d l s conten te d p eople. 


Wellesley, 


No, CXL 

The Right Hm, Henry Dundm to the Marquess JVelksleij. 

Downing Street;, 6th October, 1800, 


[Beceived 6th Febriary, 1801.] 


My Lokd, 


By the private letter I received from your Lordship, No. 25, 
dated the 5th of March* last, and the communications I have 
since had with Major-General Stuart, I am apprised that the 
subject of annoying the French army in Egypt, from the Red 
Sea, has been under your consideration. For that reason, 
and because I concur in your Lord si up’s sentiments, as stated 
iri the letter above-mentioned, I feel it the less necessary to 
enter into any details m this despatch, which cannot indeed 
be extended to any great length, as* it is to he forwarded over¬ 
land. I shall, therefore, confine myself to shortly stating to 
your Lordship, that Sir Ralph Abercromby has received his 
Majesty’s orders to proceed up the Mediterranean, and by an 
attack on Alexandria, and the coast, to co-operate with the 
Turkish army, assembling in Syria, in whatever plan may be 
concerted with them for expelling the French from Egypt, 
and that it is thought expedient that a force should also be 
sent from India to act in such manner as may appear condu¬ 
cive to that essential object from the side of the Red Sea; 
with this view, Captain Sir Home Popham, with a proper 
squadron, will be immediately sent into that Sea, taking with 
him a regiment from the Cape. His first rendezvous, after 
leaving that settlement, wall be the port of Bombay, 

I enclose for your information, the letter I have written to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, on the subject of 
the expedition under his command, and I am to signify to your 
Lordship his Majesty's pleasure, that a force of about 1,000 
European, and 2,000 native infantry is to be sent from India, 


See p. 225 








to the proposed place of rendezvous in the Red Sea, with m 
little delay as possible, to co-operate with Sir Home Popham, 
in the object of his instructions. The command of these 
troops should he given to some active and intelligent officer, 
and care should he taken that they be furnished with every 
necessary requisite for such a service* I have thought it right 
to send a copy of this despatch to the Governments of 
Madras and Bombay* To the latter it is necessary, because 
Bombay is the most proper place from whence to send the 
proposed force; but I have thought it likewise proper to send 
it to Madras, in case upon a full consideration of the places 
where the force upon the two coasts is at present stationed, 
it should appear to that Presidency, expedient to make any 
new arrangement of any part of the army under their Presi¬ 
dency, in order to enable the Bombay Government to detach 
the requisite force from their coast, without any real in¬ 
convenience to the territories under their own immediate 
charge, 

I have directed those two Presidencies to proceed in making 
those preparations without delay, and even to carry these 
orders into execution without waiting for your Lordship's 
directions if they are ready in other respects. 

If nothing unforeseen occurs to prevent or retard it, I hope 
that the armament under Sir Ralph Abercromby, will reach 
tlie coast of Egypt, in the month of December, and that Sir 
Home Popham may arrive hi the Gulph of Arabia, in the 
month of February. It is, therefore, earnestly recommended, 
that the forces from India may join them, as soon afler an 
possible ; for this reason it will be desirable that you should 
not wait till the troops are all collected, if it will save time to 
forward them in two or three distinct detachments, 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordsliip s 
most obedient, humble servant, 

Henry Dunoas, 



, {Enclosure in foregoing Letter t ) 


To the Lords Cmnmmfanen of the Admiralty* 

My honp&t Downing Street, 6cli October, 1800. 

It being judged expedient, that measures should forthwith be taken for 
dispossessing the French of Coaheir, Suez, ami any other ports and places 
they may now occupy upon the coast of the Red Sea, and to encourage 
the inhabitants of the countries bordering on that part of Egypt, to assist 
in expelling them from the whole of that province. J am commanded to 
signify to your Lordships, his Majesty’s pleasure that a ship of war, of not 
less than fifty guns, together with such armed troop-ships, as may be com¬ 
petent to the accommodation and conveyance of a regiment of not less than 
80(1 men defined to assist in this service, are forthwith to be fitted for 
foreign service and sent to the Cape, where the said regiment is to be 
embarked. 

It will also be necessary that the troopships in question, should in the first 
instance, convey another regiment, amounting to at least the same number 
of men from this country to the Cape; and it is, therefore, his Majesty's 
pleasure that your Lordships should give directions, and make the neces¬ 
sary arrangements accordingly. 

Your Lordships will not fail to select for this service, an olfieer of ac¬ 
knowledged enterprise and ability. And with respect to the instructions 
with which he h to be furnished from your Lordships, it is his Majesty’s 
pleasure, that after receiving on board the regiment, which the command¬ 
ing officer at the Cape will be ordered to embark, he should he directed to 
make the best of Ids way into the Red Sea; arid cm his arrival there, to 
endeavour to procure intelligence respecting the number of the enemy at 
Cashier and Suez, and the state of defence of each of those places. Should 
the reports he may receive on these points be such as, m his judgment, and 
that of the officer commanding the land forces, to warrant an immediate 
landing and attack on one or both of these places, no time is to be lost in 
making the attempt, and should it prove successful, they arc to make the 
best arrangements in their power for retaining possession of the same* As 
soon as in this, or in any other manner, a secure footing shall have been 
obtained in the country, or sooner if possible, every proper method h to 
be used to conciliate the inhabitants to our interests, and to induce them to 
make a common cause with ns against the enemy. In order to enable them 
to do this with more effect, it wilt probably be necessary to supply them 
with amis and ammunition, and l shall, therefore, give orders, that a certain 
proportion of side-arms, muskets and cartridges, shall be sent tm board the 
ships of the squadron with a view to this object. 

Supposing the enemy to be driven from ^uez, Coshler, and the whole 
coast, it will then remain for the respective commanding officers, of the 
bud and sea forces, to take every method in their power for h arraying nd 
annoying them in any other posts they may retain in Upper Egypt, and to 
prevail upon the Arabs, the Mamelukes and other troops, in that part of 
the country, to act against the French (wherever they may take post,) 
with union and vigour* until they can be finally expelled from Cairo, and 
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fieremainder of the province; giving the Bey*» or other oncers* having 
command in those eountriea, such advice and assistance as may appear best 
adapted for this purpose. Upon chi* point, as well as upon every other 
which relates to the ntodg and detail of proceeding in the execution of the 
services I have pointed out aa the objects of this expedition, much latitude 
Must be left to the. discretion and judgment of the commanding officer*; 
and it is therefore impossible for me to do more than point out, as I have 
already dune, the views for the attainment of which the plan has been 
formed, and to add that they are to he pursued with the utmost vigour, 
and by every means that may suggest themselves to the ingenuity of the 
commanding odicers, provided only they are uot inconsistent with those 
usages* which are deemed fair and honourable between nations in a state 
of war. 

It is intended that the land forces to he sent, from the Cape, should he 
reinforced as soon as possible, by another regiment of Europeans, and 
about 2,000 sepoy a from India. It will be right, that the commanding 
naval officer should be apprized of this circumstance, h\ order that he may 
suspend until their arrival, the proposed attacks against Coshit! r and Suez, 
unless the prospect of success with the regiment from the Cape, is so satis¬ 
factory as to warrant the attempt, without waiting for a further reinforce¬ 
ment, 

Should this last division of troops on the other band, find our forces in 
possession of Suez and Coshelr, they will be employed from thence in 
making diversions in Upper Egypt* Mid in annoying and hirrassmg the 
enemy, aa much as possible in conformity to the suggestions already men¬ 
tioned in these instructions* 

In the event (not impossible) of the French having actually evacuated 
Egypt, before tbe arrival of the expedition in the Red Sea, the troops must 
be carried back to their former station, and tbe ships in that case, may he 
disposed of for such other services m your Lordships may think proper; 
but should Coshek and Suez be retaken from the enemy, by hb Majesty 7 * 
forces, the one or the other, as may appear most commodious for tbe troops, 
and shipping, is for the present,and until further orders can be transmitted 
from this country, to be retained by a detachment of his Majesty's forces, 
the commanding officer, however, taking care in order to avoid all. jea¬ 
lousies, to have it understood that he remains there, not from any intention 
of interfering with the right of sovereignty vested in the Ottoman Porte* 
or with the rights and privileges of the native princes, or their subjects £ 
but that from considerations of military precaution, with a view to our 
Indian interests, which cannot appear extraordinary alter what has hap¬ 
pened, the British troops cannot be withdrawn without further authority 
from home. 

Yam' Lordships will not fail to direct tbe commanding naval officer, and 
through him, all other officers serving under him* to maintain and cultivate 
the friendship and good understanding nmv exist]tig with the native 
princes and power* of Asia, having ports or territories upon the coast of the 
Red Sea. 

You will also direct the said officer to transmit a detailed report of his 
proceedings by every opportunity, for his Majesty's information* and to 
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correspond with the Company's Governor a t Bombay, or with the Gover¬ 


nor-General in council, who will give the necessary directions to furnish 
him with imy supplies of which he may stand In need, ami to pay every 
attention to such requisitions <ih he way make for the advancement of the 
service on which he is employed, 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordships mo^t obedient 
humble servant. 

Hunky Donbas* 


No, CXIL 

Litvin General Lake, Commander-i n- Chief, to the Marque* * fVelledeu, 

Madras, January 2£Hh, 1801* 

My LORB> [Received 10th February, 1 SOL j 

I Imve the honour to inform your Lordship of my arrival 
this day at Madras, and to assure your Lordship, I shall tale 
the earliest opportunity of proceeding to Calcutta, unless I 
receive your orders to the contrary* 

Permit me to acknowledge to your Lordship, how particu¬ 
larly gratified I feel by the very extreme flattering manner 
you have signified your approbation of my appointment to 
the high command in this country, and X beg you will believe 
that in every instance, you shall find me anxiously zealous to 
attend to your wishes, and carry into effect any service you 
may think proper to entrust to, 

Your Lordship’s 

most faithful and obedient Servant, 

G. Lake* 


No, cxni. 

The Marquess Wellesley to MqJor^General Baird. 

Sir, Fort William, February 10, 180 L 

At the moment of dosing my instructions of the 5th of Fe¬ 
bruary to you respecting the destination of the armament as¬ 
sembled at Trincomale and Point de Galle, I received, over¬ 
land, despatches from the right honourable Mr* I>undas, ap¬ 
prizing me that ids Majesty had determined to adopt the 
most active measures for the expulsion of the French from 
Egypt* X enclose a copy of those despatches, which consist 
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letter addressed to me by Mr, Secretary Dilndas, tinder 
date the 6th of October y 1800,* and of a letter from Mr. 
Dtmdas to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty of the 
same date. 

You will observe, that a force, consisting of fifteen thou¬ 
sand men, under the command of Sir Ralph Abercromby has 
been ordered to proceed up the Mediterranean Sea for the 
purpose of co-operating with the Turkish army assembled 
on the frontier of Syria, with a view of attacking the French 
in Egypt. The force under the command of Sir Ralph Abcr~ 
cromby wait expected to arrive on the coast of Egypt in the 
month of December last 

You will likewise observe, that his Majesty has been 
pleased to order that a force be immediately assembled in 
the Red Sea with the view of dispossessing the French of 
the ports and places which they occupy on the coasts of that 
Sea, and of creating a diversion in favour of the combined 
British and Turkish armies acting on the side of the Medi¬ 
terranean, 

The naval branch of the armament which his Majesty has 
been pleased to order to be assembled in the Red Sea has 
been entrusted to Captain Sir Home Popham, who was to be 
despatched from England in the command of one of his Ma¬ 
jesty's ships, accompanied by transports, having on board one 
of his Majesty's regiments destined to replace one of the re* 
giments at the Cape of Good Hope. 

From Mr* Secretary Dtmdas’e letter, it appears, that Sir 
Home Fophatu is instructed to proceed from the Cape of 
Good Hope with a regiment to foe drawn from that garrison, 
directly to Mocha, at which port he was expected by Mr- 
Dundas to arrive in the course of the present month. 

His Majesty has been pleased to signify h is pleasure that 
the remainder of the military force required, for the opera* 
tions in the Red Sea be provided from India; and Mr. Se¬ 
cretary Dundas has desired that this force may consist of 
one thousand Europeans ami two thousand native infantry. 

I certainly expected that his Majesty's commands would 
have reached me at an earlier period of the Reason; in which 


* See page 43H 
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event, the preparations made under my orders at Ceylon, 
Madras and Bombay, would have enabled me to execute Ins 
Majesty’s intentions at the most favourable season for the 
navigation of the Bed Sea. 

The early preparations made at Ceylon, Madras and Bom¬ 
bay, will enable me even now to move a force towards Egypt 
within the present season ; a movement which would have 
been utterly impracticable, if timely provision had not been 
made for the eventual execution of his Majesty’s commands, 

1 have already observed, that Mr, Secretary Dundas ap¬ 
pears to have calculated on the arrival of Sir Home Fopham 
at Mocha in the course of the month of February; but It is 
scarcely possible for that officer to arrive at Mocha before 
the conclusion of the month of March, or the commencement 
of April. At that period the passage up the Red Sea, al¬ 
though practicable, is attended with delay and difficulty? and 
if the force ordered to be despatched from India should wait 
at Mocha for the arrival of Captain Popham, it is scarcely to 
be expected that any seasonable or effectual aid could be 
afforded from the operations of the proposed armament on 
the shores of the Red Sea, to the British and Turkish forces 
acting on the side of the Mediterranean, 

These considerations, and my conviction that the expulsion 
of the French from Egypt, is indispensably necessary to the 
future security of the British empire in India, have deter¬ 
mined me to relinquish for the present the projected expedi¬ 
tions against Batavia and the Isle of France; and to employ 
immediately on the shores of the Red Sea the whole force 
which I had collected at Trmconiale and Point de Galle, to¬ 
gether with 1,600 native infantry, which have been holden in 
readiness for foreign service at Bombay under my orders of 
the 23rd of October, 1800. This service was the original 
destination of the armament at Ceylon, Madras and Bombay; 
but I always considered the previous assurance of an effec¬ 
tual concert and co-operation from the side of the Mediterra¬ 
nean to be indispensably requisite to justify the employment 
of any considerable force from India in the Red Sea* 

Being now satisfied that a large British army will speedily 
act from the shores of the Mediterranean, I am resolved not 
to wait for the arrival of Sir Home Popham, but to apply 
whatever disposable force l can furnish in anticipating the 
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jfet of lua Majesty's commands, by imaking an early amt 
powerful diversion on the shores ot the Red Sea* 

It k my intention, that the forces destined for the Red Sea 
shall be commanded in chief by you, and that the Honour¬ 
able Colonel Wellesley shall be the second in command on 
that important expedition* 

It is proper to apprize you that Rear-Admiral Blankett 
sailed from Bombay for the lied Sea on the £8t h of December 
last, in consequence of my secret advices. 

The Rear-Admiral is accompanied by £40 European in¬ 
fantry (belonging to the 86th regiment,) 30 European artil¬ 
lery, £0 gun las ears, 1 engineer officer, and 100marine sepoys; 
the whole under the command Lieutenant-C olonel Lloyd* 
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The period for which these troops were victualled has not 
been stated to me. 

Besides the troops specified in the foregoing paragraph, 
Rear-Admiral Blankett was accompanied from Bombay by 
the armament rioted in the margin,* 

The armament tinder Rear-Admiral Blankett may be ex- 
pected to produce all the effect of an advanced guard to that 
which is to proceed under you and Colonel Wellesley ; and 
the early appearance of the Rear-Admiral in the Red Sea 
must influence the conduct of the French in Egypt, 

The force, which is now placed under your command, is 


noted in the margin*! 

You are already apprized, that the corps at Ceylon are in 
readiness to embark at the shortest notice* I ou will be able 
to command tonnage for the embarkation of 1,900 Europeans 
and 1,000 native sepoys; for the conveyance of the remainder 


* One frigid e {Bwnbay frigate), two bomb vessels (theXJnede ami Strom-* 
boh), three small era hers {Fly, Antelope* ami Jkrt% one firmed vessel 
{Bombay Merchant> 450 tons), one store ship {Adam Smith), two brigs 
{Fortune and Friemkhtp, from one to two hundred tons each,) capable of 
bein.ir converted into lire ships* One launch, titled an a gum-boat, with a 
244b* carrunadc, three ketches (of about 150 tons each), two armed boats 
(of about 30 tons each.) 

f At Ceylon Hk Mnje-ty^ 10th regiment, 1,000 strong, 19th rc£* 
750 strong, 80th reg* 750 strongs 86 and 88th detachments, 500; total 
rank and file, 3,000; Bengal native volunteers, 1,000 ; European and 
native artillery, about two companies, with Lascars attached* At Bombay, 
l ,600 native infantry, European artillery, about one company, with draft 
and carriage bullocks attached. 
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I rely on his Excellency Vice-Admiral Rainier* although* after 
the junction of the Candidate, Amtruther and Cecilia, I con¬ 
clude that you will possess ample means of accommodating 
all the troops* even without his Excellency’s assistance* be¬ 
yond the port of Mocha* 

Orders have been despatched to the Government of Bom¬ 
bay to direct the corps of 1*000 native infantry, now in readi¬ 
ness at that Presidency for foreign service, to proceed, with 
all practicable expedition* from Bombay to Mocha, there to 
wait the arrival of the armament, from the Island of Ceylon* 

You are apprized that the provisions for the European and 
native troops assembled at Ceylon* including the supplies, 
proceeding on the Byramgore^ are sufficient for their subsist¬ 
ence to the end of June or middle of July* The native troops 
ordered to be embarked from Bombay will be victualled, in 
the first instance, for six months* which, supposing that divi¬ 
sion to sail from Bombay on the 1st of March* will subsist 
them to the end of August* Immediate measures will be 
taken to complete the supplies of provisions and of all neces¬ 
sary articles for all the troops under your command, to the 
end of the month of November* and also for the native troops 
directed to proceed from Bombay, 

The first additional supply will proceed from hence in a 
few days to Trincomale* in the ship Candidate, which will be 
laden with provisions of every kind for 500 Europeans, for a 
period of three months, and a proportion (to be hereafter 
stated) of provisions for the native troops. This ship will 
soon be followed by the ships Amtruther and Cecilia, on 
which will be embarked salt provisions for £1,000 Europeans, 
for a period of two months and ten days* and of all other 
articles for three months. 

On these three ships are embarked a considerable quantity 
of the articles noted in the margin.* 

The departure of the troops from Ceylon for Mocha* and 
from thence to the several points on the coasts of the Red Sea* 
where they may be required to act against the enemy* its not 
to he delayed for these additional supplies, which will follow 
you with all possible expedition* 

Directions will be sent to the Company’s Agent at Mocha 



* Potatoes, cheese, and porter. 
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furnish you with sudi supplies of money and provisions, as 
he may be able to command. 

Yon will, of course, take with you the whole military chest 
consisting of the supply of treasure already transmitted to 
Colonel Wellesley, and pf that actually on board the Pfiamh\ 

I enclose a copy of my letter, of this date, to his Excellency 
Vice-Admiral Rainier, who, I am persuaded, will co-operate 
cordially with me, on the present occasion, to the fullest ex¬ 
tent of his means* 

His Excellency will determine on the number and descrip¬ 
tion of his Majesty's ships, which it may be proper to employ 
on the present service* 

In consequence of the deficiency of tonnage assembled at 
the Island of Ceylon, it will be desirable that his Excellency 
should receive a proportion of the troops on board of his 
Majesty’s ships, and should con vey them to the place of their 
destination in the Red Sea. 

The Candidate, a country ship of 070 tons, wilt proceed 
from lienee in a few days to Trmeoinale, in aid of the tonnage, 
for the conveyance of the troops. The Amtruther, of 634 
tons, and (fecilia, of 478 tons, laden with provisions, and also 
each capable of conveying uboiit Europeans, will proceed 
from hence about the middle of February. The period of 
the departure of these ships will be too late to admit of em¬ 
ploying them in the transportation of any proportion of the 
troops from Ceylon* Rut if it should be found necessary, 
they may be applied to this purpose in the Red Sea, These 
ships, as well as all others which shall be sent in succession, 
with provisions for your army, whether from this presidency 
or from any of the other settlements in India, will be directed 
to repair directly to Mocha, and eventually to Judda, and at 
either port, to conform to such orders as they shall receive, 
either from you or from the naval commanding officer. 

Immediately upon the receipt of these despatches, you will 
proceed directly to Ceylon, and from thence you will prose¬ 
cute your voyage with the utmost practicable expedition to 
Mocha in the Red Sea, with the whole of the military forces 
and transports now assembled at Trincomaltf and at Point do 
Guile, 

The attainment of the important objects proposed by em¬ 
ploying an armament to act on the coasts of the Red Sea will 
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depend, in a great degree, on the timely arrival of the troops, 
at their several destination*# on those coasts. In order, 
therefore# to ensure to the armament a safe and expeditious 
passage tip the Red Sea, the advanced period of the season 
requires that you should exert every effort to expedite the 
departure of the armament from Ceylon to Mocha, find from 
thence to the places of its ulterior destination. 

I entertain no doubt that his Excellency Vice-Admiral 
Rainier will afford the aid of the requisite number of his 
Majesty’s, ships; but if his Excellency, contrary to my expec¬ 
tation, should either decline to furnish the requisite aid, or 
should be unable to furnish it instantly on your arrival at 
Trincomate, it is my positive order that your departure be not 
delayed an hour on that account. 

To preclude all misunderstanding on this subject, I hereby 
direct you and Colonel Wellesley, instantly after your arrival 
at Trincomale, to proceed to Mocha with such troops as you 
may be able to accommodate in the ships now engaged or 
attainable at Ceylon. 

If, under these orders, you should be compelled to leave at 
Ceylon any portion of the troops, hereby placed under your 
command, you will appoint a proper officer to conduct those 
troops, after you, to Mocha, with all practicable despatch; 
but I further order and direct that the officer so appointed do 
not wait for convoy or other aid from his Excellency the Vice- 
Admiral, hut do proceed to join you at Mocha, without delay 
as soon as the transports shall be ready for the conveyance of 
troops. 

If on your arrival at Mocha you should find Sir Home 
Popham at that port, you will concert with him the operations 
to he undertaken hy your united forces. If Sir Home Pop- 
ham should not have arrived at Mocha, you will, as soon as 
possible, proceed to join the squadron of Rear-Admiral Plan¬ 
kett; and having joined the Rear-Admiral, you will concert 
the measures proper to be adopted, with a view to the annoy¬ 
ance of the enemy in Egypt, and to the most beneficial co¬ 
operation with the forces acting from the Mediterranean. 

On your arrival in the Red Sea, you will endeavour to pro¬ 
cure intelligence respecting the state of the enemy s force, at 
Suez and at Cosseir; and also respecting the condition of the 
defences of each of those places; should the reports which you 
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may receive be sack as to warrant (xri your judgment, anti in 
that of* the officer connnantiing the sen forces, with winch you 
shall have effected n junction) an immediate landing and at¬ 
tack on one or both of these places, you will immediately make 
the attempt; and if it should prove successful, you will pro¬ 
ceed, in concert with his Majesty’s naval officer, to form an 
arrangement for retaining possession oi either or both places, 
as circumstances may admit. 

At the earliest possible period of time you will employ every 
proper method to conciliate the inhabitants of the coasts of 
the Red Sea or of Egypt to our interests, and to induce them 
to make a common cause with us against the enemy, in order 
to facilitate and strengthen their means of acting with us, it 
may be necessary to distribute arms and ammunition. Ilia 
Majesty’s Ministers have, therefore, directed a supply of mus¬ 
kets, side arms, and musket ammunition, to be sent on board 
the ships of Sir Home Popham’s squadron, with a view to 
tins object. 

With respect, however, to the expediency of arming my 
considerable number of the natives, you and the officer com¬ 
manding the naval Force will exercise your joint discretion. 

If the enemy should be driven from Suez, Cosseir, and the 
\vhoIe coast of the Red Sea, it will then remain for the com¬ 
manding officers of the land torees to employ every method 
in their power for the annoyance of the enemy in any other 
posts which they may retain in Upper Egypt; and to engage 
the Arabs, the Mamelukes, and other troops in that quarter 
to act against the French, with union and vigour, until the 
final expulsion of the French army from Cairo, and from the 
remainder of the province can he effected, giving the Beys 
or other officers holding command in those count ries, such 
advice and assistance as may appear best adapted lor this 
purpose. 

Although considerable difficulty may at first be experienced 
in moving your forces into the interior parts of the country, 
I trust that the strength of the force will effectually secure its 
safety against any attempts of the enemy. You must draw 
y our supplies of provisions, and even of water, in some posi¬ 
tions from the ships, but the whole coast will be under your 
command- Such part of the force as may be able to move in 
the country will derive additional security from the support 
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the remainder* stationed on the coast ; and while the mag¬ 
nitude of the armament must contribute to alarm and di, tract 
the enemy, its strength will afford additional confidence to 
the chiefs and inhabitants of the country, and will render 
them more desirous to break the French yoke, and to join the 
British cause* 

On these points, as well as on every circumstance relating 
to tli s' mode and detail of proceeding its the execution of the 
present service, much latitude must necessarily be left to the 
discretion of the commanding officers of the sea and laud 
forces. It is impossible for me, at this distance, and in this 
stage of the plan, to enter into more minute detail. The views 
of his Majesty's Ministers, in the present expedition, are 
plainly stated in Mr. Secretary Dundas’s despatches, I can 
only add my confidence that his Majesty's views will be pur¬ 
sued with the utmost vigour, and by every means consistent 
wi ch the received usages of war* 

Y qu will employ the earliest exertions for the purpose of 
opening a safe and speedy communication with the command¬ 
ers of his Majesty's naval and military forces intended to be 
employed against the enemy in Egypt from the side of the 
Mediterranean* On this subject you will receive information 
from Rear-Admiral Bknkett. 

It is possible that, before the arrival of the armament from 
India in the Red Sea, the French may have been compelled 
tu evacuate Egypt, In this case, or if yon should find that 
the croops from India cannot possibly act with effect on the 
side of the Red Sea, I desire that your whole force, or such 
part as you may judge necessary, should be employed with 
all practicable expedition in the reduction of the Isles of 
France and Bourbon, or of Batavia ; or successively of both 
places, according as the condition of the armament, at the 
period of withdrawing from the Red Sea, shall appear to re¬ 
commend in the judgment of the naval and military officers 
acting with you on this expedition* 

Ixi any of these cases, 1 direct you to act as Commander-in- 
Chief, and Colonel Wellesley as second in command, If you 
should reduce the French Islands, Colonel Wellesley will re¬ 
in ain in the government and command of those colonies, and 
you will either proceed to Batavia, or return with the troops 
to the most accessible port of India or Ceylon, according to 
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ihe season* \ on will receive from me constant advices of the 
state and strength both of the French Islands and of Batavia* 

Previous to your departure from the Red Sea. in the cases 
suppled* you will leave sufficient garrisons to retainSuer, 
and Oosseir, or any other port or place in Egypt, or on the 
coast 0 >f the Red Sea, which you and the commander of the 
naval forces acting with you, may judge it advisable to retain 
in conformity to the tenor of Mr. Secretary Dundas*s des¬ 
patches herewith enclosed* 

Notwithstanding every exertion which can be made by this 
Government, and by the other Presidencies of India, it may 
not be practicable to supply you amply and seasonably on the 
coasts of the Red Sea, with the provisions necessary for the 
troops under your command. In thus case it will be proper 
that you should exercise your discretion, and if you should 
find any danger of a deficiency of your supplies, and should 
receive no certain accounts from India of additional supplies, 
being in progress to the Red Sea, you will relinquish your 
situation In that quarter, and you will return to such port nf 
India, as'may be most accessible, arthe period of your return; 
leaving, if you should judge proper, on a consultation witn 
the naval commanding officer, such military detachment in 
the Red Sea as may be sufficient to occupy the ports of Suez, 
Cosseir, or any d*her of the ports in that Sea. 

I am fully, aware of the difficulties which must be encoun¬ 
tered in furnishing your army with the necessary supplies, 
and with the means of ready movement, in the ev'ent of your 
effecting a landing at Suez or Cosscir. 

To establish a systematic plan of supplying your army, 
when landed cm the coasts of the Red Sea, I have made the 
fo 11 owing add i ti o n al ar range to cuts. 

I have appointed Mr. diaries Stokes Agent for the care 
and despatch of supplies for the use of your armament, to 
reside cither at Mocha, or at such place as yon may direct, 
on the coast of the Red Sea, for the purpose of conducting 
the whole detail of the supplies of your army* I shall for¬ 
ward from this port, and f shall order the governments of 
Fort St, George, Bombay and Ceylon, to forward, respec¬ 
tively, in armed ships to Mocha, and from thence to any other 
appointed depot, such provisions and other articles as may 
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be requisite ior your use, consigned to the charge of Mr* 
Stokes, who will take the charge of forwarding them to your 
order. 

You will not only apprize all the respective governments 
of India of any actual defect of your present stores, but you 
will state your probable future wants, and the nature of the 
particular articles, of which you are likely to require a con¬ 
stant and regular supply* 

With respect to the means of your eventual movements in 
Egy pt, I have it in contemplation to despatch to you a large 
supply of horses from the western coasts of India; to which 
I propose to add a proportion of horse artillery; a certain 
number of draft and carnage bullocks will accompany the 
detachment proceeding from Bombay ; and I shall endeavour 
to add a proportion of camels. You will receive further de¬ 
tails from me on this branch of the subject, upon your arrival 
at Mocha. As Colonel Wellesley is particularly conversant 
with the means which can be afforded from the peninsula, of 
India for the movement of your army, I direct him to report 
his opinion on this subject to you and to me, and to transmit t 
by laud and sea, without delay, the report by express to Fort 
William. 

To this report I direct that all such observations may be 
added as may occur to you, to Colonel Wellesley, or to any 
intelligent officer in the departments of the army, connected 
with its movement. You will also advert to those means of 
aiding the movement of your army which can be furnished 
from Bengal, On this branch of the subject, I also authorize 
you to make such immediate applications as may appear to be 
requisite, to me, and to all or any of the subordinate govern¬ 
ments; they will be directed to comply with your applications 
as soon as may be possible* 

I have the honour to enclose the necessary powers from 
his Excellency the Conimanderdn-Chief, for enabling you to 
assemble general courts martial. 

I have the honour to be* &c. . 

Wellesley* 

P* S* I expect to be enabled to despatch to you, by the 
Amttuther, the following horse artillery, completely provided 
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with horses, &o,; one twelve-pounder* three six-pounders, 
two three-pounders, twenty European gunners and matrosses, 
ami twenty-four golundauz, with the necessary proportion of 
gun %scari> 


No. CXfV. 


The Marqtmn fFdteshy in Major- General Baird. 


My dear General, 


Fort William, 10th February, 1801. 


You will find by your instructions of this date,* that your 
present destination is to the fled Sea and Egypt, for the 
purpose of co-operating in the great object of expelling the 
French from that most important position. A more worthy 
sequel to the storm of Seringapatam could not ho presented 
to your genius and valour. I have chosen my brother to 
second you in this glorious enterprise, and I rely on your 
giving the public the full benefit of his talents, by admitting 
him to your most cordial confidence, and by uniting hannonir 
on sly and zealously with him in the prosecution of my wishes, 
I have manifested an honourable confidence in you by select¬ 
ing you for this service, which if successful, will attract the 
applause and admiration of the whole world. In return I 
claim from you the full benefit for myself and my country, 
not only of your services, but of those of my brother, and of 
all the gallant and able officers whom lie has brought with 
him to the army. I desire that you will arrange some mode 
of confirming in active and honourable stations the whole of 
his staffs and of those who have accompanied him. I recom¬ 
mend it to you also to employ Lieut—Colonel Murray of the 
84th, whom I shall send to Mocha; he has been active, 
and has manifested ability at Suez and Aden; 1 also re¬ 
commend Captain Wilson, Aid-du-Camp to Mr, Duncan, on 
the same grounds of experience in the affairs of Arabia 
and Egypt, May the same providential protection which 
accompanied you to the gates of Tip poo & ultaun’s palace. 


See preceding letter. 
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conduct you to Cairo ; and may you be the happy instru¬ 
ment of completing the exclusion of the French from India; 
a work so nobly commenced in Mysore. Remember that 
the harmony and cordial union of our counsels in the held, 
were the main sources of all our triumphs in that glori¬ 
ous war* which has rendered your name memorable in the 
annals of your country ; for the rest, I have no apprehension; 
and I trust you will preserve my favourable opinion, by pre¬ 
serving Unanimity in your army* 

Believe mo, my dear General, 

Your obliged friend, and faithful servant* 

W ELECSLEY, 


No. CXV. 

Minute by tht> Governor* General. * 

Ton William, February 12th, 1B0I. 

The communications, now recorded by Sir Alured Clarke* 
afford me the opportunity of requesting his Excellency, to 
accept my grateful acknowledgment of the assistance which 
I have received from him in the discharge of the various duties 
oi this extensive government, under all the extraordinary 
occurrences of the three last years 1/98* 1799* 1800* 

In the course of those years* I have frequently resorted to 
his Excellency’s assistance on many important questions* not 
immediately connected with the military department; and in the 
most arduous crisis of the affairs of the British empire in India; 
during the late memorable war, the principal charge of the 
affairs of this Presidency was administered by his Excellency 
to my entire satisfaction* and to the considerable advancement 
ot the,public service. I cannot more fully explain my sense of 
Sir Alured Clarke’s zealous and beneficial co-operation during 
that critical period of time* than by annexing to this minute* 


ike Governor-Gen eraPs Mi mites of tins 12th of February are in¬ 
serted a little out of their date hi order to preserve the continuity of the 
inBtrudions relative to the Red Sea Expednlana.—Ep. 
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Cbpy of my separate letter addressed to the honourable the 
Court ofDirectors, under date the 87 th of January, 1800.* 

I shall always retain a just estimation of my personal obli¬ 
gations to his Excellency, for the aid which he has contri¬ 
buted towards the promotion of the objects of my adminis¬ 
tration; and 1113 sincere good wishes will ever accompany 
him. The despatch from his royal Highness the Duke of 
York, recorded on the proceedings of this day, furnishes an 
ample testimony of the consideration with which Sir Aim ed 
Clarke’s services in India are regarded by his Majesty; I 
entertain a confident expectation, and a sincere desire, that 
his Excellency’s return to England, from his long and honour¬ 
able career of foreign service, may be attended by every cir¬ 
cumstance, which can enhance to him the satisfactory reflec¬ 
tion of having merited the approbation of the East India 
Company, of his king, and of his country. 

Wellesley. 


JSL 
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Minute by the Governor-(jcneritl 

Fort Willimn, February 180E 

I cannot receive the notification of Mr. Cowpcr s intended 
departure from India, without offering to him a public tribute 
of my sense of the zealous and honourable support which 1 
have received from him in all the arduous trials of difficulty, 
and danger, to which the British empire in India has been 
exposed during the period of iny administration. On every 
occasion of public emergency, I have found in Mr. Cowper the 
most earnest desire to co-operate in the important measures, 
and exertions which the crisis required, and to strengthen the 
hands of the government, by an uniform and unabated con¬ 
tinuance of honourable confidence, of firmness, and of public 
spirit I cannot forget that the nature of the legal powers of 
the Government of Bengal, during my absence on the Coast 


# See 200. 
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of Coromandel, was such, as to entitle Mr. Cowper to a just 
proportion of the gratitude due from myself, anti from the 
public to that government, 

1 trust that my sincere thanks will be acceptable to Mr. 
Cowper; ami that he will receive with satisfaction the expres¬ 
sion of my wish, that the honourable the Court of Directors, 
should consider Mr. Cow per’s assistance arid cordial support 


have contributed in a great degree, to the ease of my 
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Government, and the success of that system of measures, 
which has been distinguished by the honour of their appro¬ 
bation. 


W w i 
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Thfi MtirqtiifSJt Wellesley to tkr flight lion, dmuthm Dunoon. 

$ itL> Fort William* February IfStb, I SOL 

It is of the utmost importance that measures should be 
immediately adopted for supplying the army under the ram- 
mum! of Major-General Baird, with the means of moving with 
promptitude and facility, in carrying on military operations 
by land. 

Those means, utiles procurable in the country in which the 
troops may be. acting, must be principally supplied from 
Bombay; and I, therefore, request you will immediately turn 
vour attention to the important'object of collecting draft and 
carriage bullocks, camels, horses, and every .article necessary 
for the’above-mentioned purpose, and ot providing tonnage 
for their, transportation. \ou will be pleased to ascertain, 
and report to me, as speedily as possible, what supplies of this 
description you think it practicable to collect at Bombay, or 
on the western aide of India; but it is desirable that you 
should immediately employ your utmost exertions towards the 
attainment of this important object, and that you should 
forward any supplies procured, to Mocha without waiting lor 
further instructions from me. 
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■ request that you will consider of the means of open¬ 
ing a safe and speedy communication with Sir Ralph Aber- 
eromby* and that you will contribute, as far as lies in your 
power* to the speedy and regular transmission of advices 


from the Red Sea. 


I have the honour to be* &e* 


Wellesley* 


No* OXVIII, 

Ahjor-Gewntl Baird, to the Marquess fFetlostcy. 

My Lord* On board the Phoenix, 22nd February, 1801 

Your Lordship's instruction to me of the 10th instant, I 
have perused with much attention, as well as the letters to 
which they refer, pointing out many and serious difficulties* I 
beg to assure your Lordship, that every possible exertion will 
be used on my part to surmount themj as yet, I have never 
met with any that were not to begot the better of by a steady 
perseverance, and I hope I shall not on this occasion* I lie 
greatest difficulties we shall have to encounter are a regular 
supply of provisions* and the means of moving with celerity, 
but as these depend on your Lordship's foresight* and from 
the arrangements you have already made, I have no doubt 
we shall be enabled to surmount them. It is unnecessary to 
say more at present* than that the most vigorous measures 
six all be adopted to endeavour to carry into full effect the 
grand object of the expedition ; and to assure your Lordship* 
that the talents of your brother, as well as of every other 
officer shall have full scope; trust me my Lord* I harbour no 
little jealousy. All in my breast is zeal for my king arid 
country, 

I will endeavour to make such aix arrangement for the 
employment of those officers intended for the staff by Colonel 
We he sic y* as I hope will meet with your Lordship's appro** 
bation. 

I have iipw to request your Lordship > acceptance of my 
warmest acknowledgements, for the very handsome and 
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^.■^inendty manual' you have been pleased to express yourself 
towards me, and particularly on this occasion in your private 
letter of the 10th instant.* 

I have the honour to be, 

with most sincere regard and respect, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most faithful friend, 
and obedient servant, 

D. Baird. 


No. CXIX. 

* 

Lord Clive to the Marque^ tfd&thy, 

My dear IjORD, Fort St. George, 25th Feb, 1001. 

It was mv original intention to have addressed your Lord¬ 
ship, in council, upon the subject of the present despatch; 
but, reflecting that so formal a communication might convey 
an appearance of gloom that may not be necessary* I judge 
it expedient to make application to your Lordship for an in¬ 
crease of native troops, through the channel of my private 
correspondence, being convinced that when your Lordship is 
fully apprised of the extent and urgency of our wants, they 
will receive your utmost con side ration; and that provided the 
Bengal Government shall enable your Lordship to furnish 
the means, we shall not remain tong without the requisite as¬ 
sistance. It has been no small mortification to me to Have 
seen the attainment of internal tranquillity almost within our 
grasp, and to have been unavoidably baffled in the accom¬ 
plishment of that object by the want of a sufficient body of 
troops* It is probable that two thousand effective troops, 
which I hope Colonel Stevenson's successes will, ere long, 
enable him to detach, would terminate the confusions in 
Dindigul: and that the addition of two thousand men for 
which I anxiously look to your Lordship, would produce ef¬ 
fects equally beneficial in the circars. 

Captain James Bryant has marched to the southward with 
ninety of my body-guard, including the men attached to the 


* Sec p. 45t. 
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two gallopers, in *> state of high order and efficiency j and I 
am sanguine that when they and Use other troops ordered 
to reinforce Major Macaulay shall have reached, their desti¬ 
nation, a good account will soon be given of the rebellious 
Foiygars in Tirimvelly. 

I remain, with the greatest esteem, 

My dear Lord, 

most faithfully yours, 

Ct.ive. 



No. CXX. 

The Marquess Wellesley to hit EmeUe/teg Lieut,-General Sir Ralph Aber- 

crosaby, K.R., Comman^erAn- Chief of ltU Majesty's Foret:* in Rgypt. 
g IR Fort William, February 28, 1801. 

Ry sir over-land despatch which readied me on the bth 
instant,* I have been apprized of the important expedition 
destined, under your command, to effect the expulsion ot the 
drench from Egypt. By the same despatch I have had the 
honour to receive hi# Majesty’s commands, signified to me by 
the right honourable Henry Dundas, one of his Majesty's 
principal Secretaries of State, directing me to furnish a force 
from India for the purpose of co-operating on the coast of 
the Red Sea with an armament under Captain Sir Home Pop- 
ham, and of attempting a diversion in favour of the forces 
acting from Syria and from the coasts of the Meditma- 
nean, 

I have the honour to enclose, for your information, cr- 
tructs of my instructions to Major-General Baird under date 
the 10th instant, which will apprize you of the measures 
adopted under my orders for the execution of his Maj esty s 
commands.! 

My views of the proposed expedition, and the foundation 
and objects of my instructions to Major-General Baird, and 
of their enclosures, may be more fully explained by the fol¬ 
lowing remarks; 

it appears improbable that the jiriviBiTient under felt Jr loin e 
Popliain will reach Mocha before the commencement of the 

f See p, 440. 
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month of April* or in any event, before the conclusion of the 
month of March, 180L 


The navigation up the Red Sea is difficult in April, atid 
extremely precarious from May until August, when the south¬ 
erly winds re-commeriCe; but it is not absolutely impracti¬ 
cable to a good ship at any period of the season. 

Sir Home Popham % squadron may, therefore, possibly 
reach the northern coasts of the Red Sea earl} in the month 
of May, but probably will not arrive before the month of 
June, 1801. 

The difficulties of supplying an army proceeding from the 
Indian Seas to the coast of the Red Sea arc considerable* 
Supplies of every kind must accompany any force acting in 
that direction, and in some positions (particularly at Cosseir) 
the troops on shore must depend on the ships, even for the 
ordinary supply of water. 

The necessity of furnishing such supplies leads to conse¬ 
quences which require the most particular and minute atten¬ 
tion* Whatever may be the disposable force in India, it 
would be impracticable at any season to move any consider¬ 
able division of that force towards the Bed Sea without pre¬ 
parations of a nature which would require long previous no¬ 
tice, and which must occupy a great space of time. This 
difficulty arises, in a great degree, from the scarcity of salt 
provisions in India; no depot of salt provisions exists in any 
part of mir possessions equal to the supply of any large body 
of Europeans, even for the period of six months; the means 
of procuring a larger quantity of this necessary article are 
always precarious, and are limited by the nature of the cli¬ 
mate, which precludes the possibility of salting provisions at 
any port in India from the month of February to that of No¬ 
vember* 

The tedious and precarious navigation up the Red Sea 
from April to August (during the prevalence of the northerly 
winds), and the equal difficult} of returning down the Bed 
Sea (during the prevalence of the southerly winds), from Au¬ 
gust to April, render it an indispensable precaution to fur¬ 
nish any army destined for the coasts of the Red Sea with at 
least six months provisions of every kind* 

The difficulties of procuring tonnage for the transport of a 
large force in India on any sudden emergency arc also de- 
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serving of particular notice; the available tonnage of the port 
of Bombay is not considerable, that of Madras is extremely 
limited, that of Calcutta, however, at certain periods of the 
season, is of great extent* 

No large armamcm: can be provided with transports in 
India without aid from the port of Calcutta, Bombay, or Ma¬ 
dras in the most favourable season of the year cannot furnish 
transports, properly equipped, to convey even a small body 
of troops on a long voyage without a notice' of several 
weeks: at certain seasons of the year, the state of the wea¬ 
ther renders the resources of the ports of Calcutta and Ma¬ 
dras unavailable fur the purposes of a naval and military ar- 
manent. No ship can leave the port of Calcutta, without diffi¬ 
culty, from the middle of March to the Commencement of No¬ 
vember, and the port of Madras cannot he approached or 
quitted with safety from the com men cement of October to the 
close of December* lu addition to-these circumstances the ton¬ 


nage ordinarily available at the port of Calcutta is usually 
pre-occupied, and has actually departed for the purposes of 
commerce previously to the middle of March; a large pro* 
portion of it usually departs before the end of January. 

Adverting, therefore, to the nature and extent of the re¬ 
quisite supplies of provisions, to the available resources of the 
several ports hi India, and to the course of the seasons In 
these climates, it is manifest that a demand upon all or upon 
any of these ports to send a large body of troops to the- Bed 
Sea, could in no case be effectual 1 y answered without a con¬ 
sul era b I e degree o f d elay, • 

To supply the means of movement to an army acting on the 
coast of the Red Sea is a matter of still greater difficulty,ftnd 
requires a longer period of preparation* It would he desir¬ 
able that cattle of every description should be provided and 
transported from India, because it h } at leasf, uncertain whe¬ 
ther our troops could procure the requisite cattle in the 
country. But the length and difficulty of the voyage from 
India must render the transport of cattle by atm tedious and 
precarious at all seasons, and at certain times absolutely im¬ 
practicable. Without the commend of some means of move¬ 
ment it would be difficult for an army even to retain posses¬ 
sion of Suez and Cosseir with any advantageous effect upon 
the operations of the force under your command. 
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present important situation, it is necessary that 
be seasonably and accurately apprized of these 
of my opinions resulting from them, in order that 
you may be enabled to form a correct view of the measures al¬ 
ready adopted in India in obedience to his Majesty's commands, 
and also that you may estimate our future means of co-oper¬ 
ating with you, if the war In Egypt should be protracted. 


The embarrassments enumerated in the preceding para¬ 


graphs would he infinitely aggravated if the main body, or 
any considerable division of the enemy should be at liberty 
to act against the force landed on the coasts of the Red Sea. 
A sense of this danger induced me to determine never to 
attempt the establishment of a body of troops on the coasts 
of the Red Sea, until I could be absolutely certain of sup¬ 
port from a body of British troops acting on the side of 
the Mediterranean. No reliance, in my judgment, could 
prudently be reposed in the single assistance of the Turkish 
army* The existing state of affairs in India, until the month 
of October, 1800, also precluded the possibili ty of an attempt 
to send troops from India to the Red Sea; the amount of 
our disposable force (until that period of time) being limited 
by disturbances, which had prevailed on the frontier of My¬ 
sore, and by various important political considerations inti¬ 
mately connected with the tranquillity and security of our 
recent conquests hi the Peninsula. 

Concurring, therefote/most cordially in the spirit of intima¬ 
tions repeatedly conveyed to me by the Earl of Elgin, re¬ 
specting the advantage of an early and vigorous effort for the 
expulsion of the French from Egypt, the considerations al¬ 
ready stated induced me to confine the movements from In¬ 
dia towards the Red Sea to desultory operations on a limited 
scale, until I received his Majesty's commands for the adop¬ 
tion of a more extensive plan in concert with a British force 
acting from the Mediterranean, 

My opinions with regard to a material branch of this im¬ 
portant question were confirmed by the judgment of that 
active, able, and experienced officer Rear-Admiral Rlankett j 
in pursuance of our combined views, I, therefore, concerted 
with him the expedition, of which the particulars are stated 
in toy instructions to Major-General Baird. I flatter myselt 
that the active operations of this force, which proceeded up 
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the Reel Sea under Rear-Admiral Blankett’s command on the 
o#th of December from Bombay, will serve to create an im¬ 
pression in Egypt favourable to your progress, and will mate¬ 
rially interrupt the enemy s supplies. 

The State of affairs in Europe precluded the possibility of 
any early intimation at the designs of his Majesty s ministers 
against the French in Egypt, and accordingly no intimation 
from Ids Maj esty’s ministers of any Intention to employ a force 
from the Mediterranean in Egypt reached me until the 6th 


instant. 

In the month of October, however, being relieved from the 
pressure of any demand in India, anti having adverted to the 
state of affairs in Europe and Egypt, 1 thought it advisable 
to use the precaution of assembling in the ports of the Island 
of Ceylon, at Madras, and Bombay, the largest disposable 
force which could be spared. 

The force thus assembled in the month of December 1800, 
under my orders of the preceding month of October, wag in¬ 
tended to wait his Majesty s eventual commands, which I sup¬ 
posed might have reached me in the month of November, or 
at the latest period in December 1800, I directed that this 
force should be equipped and furnished with the necessary 
provisions and supplies ; and by commencing these arrange¬ 
ments at the opening of tin? season for salting provisions, I 
was enabled to command such a supply of the article of salt 
provisions, as, if now ordered, would not be procurable before 
the month of December 1801, or of January 1802. A similar 
advantage enabled me to secure the necessary transports at 
the proper season; and for this purpose I was compelled to 
employ the whole available tonnage of the port of Calcutta, 

To provide effectually from India cattle and the means of 
movement, even for o,QG0 men on the coasts of the lied Sea, 
a greater quantity of tonnage would be requisite, than the 
ports of India could furnish, unless most of the 11 id i amen in 
addition to the country shipping, were applied to the pur¬ 
pose. In such a case the commercial investment of the Com¬ 
pany could net proceed. The inconvenience and expense at¬ 
tending such an armament could be justifiable only by the 
positive certainty that the Government in India would be re¬ 
quired to send a powerful armament into the Red Sea, but 
the intentions of his Majesty s ministers being unavoidably 
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unknown to me in the month of October I BOO, I could not 
proceed o far on my conjectural opinion m to incur such a 
degree of positive inconvenience and expense with a view of 
meeting a contingent demand. 

1- his Majesty's commands could have reached India within 
the months of November or December 18fX), the' Govern- 
merit of India might certainly have afforded you a more sea¬ 
sonable and effectual aid. On the other hand, if any season¬ 
able and effectual diversion can now be made from India on 
the coasts of the Red Sea* it evident, that the possibility of 
making such an effort with any prospect of success must re¬ 
sult from the preparations commenced! in India in the month 
of October previously to the receipt in India of any intima¬ 
tion of Ins Majesty's commands. 


In my instructions to Major-General Baird you will find 
a statement of the amount of the force which 1 have ordered 
to proceed up the Red Sea, in addition to that already act¬ 
ing there under Rear-Admiral Blankett, and to that expected 
under Sir Home Bopham, 

This force considerably exceeds the amount required by 
his Majesty’s commands; I am convinced that the limitation 
ot the force, stated in his Majesty's commands, was dictated 
exclusively by an estimate of the disposable three of India, 
and ot the difficulty of supplying tor the purpose of opera¬ 
tions on the coast of the Red Sea any larger force than that 
required by his Majesty’s commands. 


I ho advantage of creating in that quarter the most power¬ 
ful diversion which may be practicable from India, is evident; 
and as the measures taken previously to the arrival of his 
Majesty's commands will, I trust, enable me to secure a suffi¬ 
cient supply of provisions for the force which I now employ, 
I hope I shall meet your wishes, and shall fulfil the spirit of 
hh Majesty’s commands by tins considerable augmentation of 
the amy destined to co-operate with your movements, 

Major-General Baird-sailed from Calcutta on the 14th in¬ 
stant; he will probably roach TrineomaM by the 24th instant; 
and as Colonel Wellesley has been at that port ever since the 
close of December, 1800, for the purpose of regulating all 
the necessary preparations, 1 trust that the forces may leave 
Ceylon towards the close of this month ; and may reach 
Mocha before the end of March, 
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ccording to those calculations, which appear to be most 
correct, it is scarcely possible that Sir Home Fopham can 
arrive at Mocha at as early a period of time as the arm ament 
from Ceylon. The division from Bombay will probably arrive 
at Mocha nearly at the same period of time with the arma¬ 
ment from Ceylon. 

I am apprehensive that no part of the armament either 
from England or from India, will reach Suez or Cosseir early 
enough to afford any essential aid to the operations of your 
army, unless the commencement of your campaign should 
have been postponed beyond the period indicated in Mu Se¬ 
cretary DuntWs despatches (by which it appears that yom 
arrival on the coast of Syria was expected in December, 18(H),) 
or unless your operations should be protracted to the month 
of June or July. 

I trust, however, that the expedition under Rear-Admiral 
Blankett may produce a salutary impression ; and i am per¬ 


suaded that you will he convinced that every practicable effort 
has been made by the Government of India, not only to exe¬ 
cute his Majesty's commands with promptitude and alacrity, 
but even to anticipate their object, and to extend their spirit, 
You may rely with the fullest confidence on the activity, 
enterprise and intelligence of the officers to whom I have en¬ 
trusted the command of the forces from India, Major-General 
Baird led the memorable assault of Seringapatam on the 4th 
of May, 1799; that gallant officer will omit no possible qffort 
to second your exertions. Colonel Wellesley held an impor¬ 
tant command and was much distinguished in the war against 
Tippoo Sultaun. Since the conclusion of that war, he has 
acquired additional reputation by his able and spirited con¬ 
duct in the chief command of the forces employed in the late 


campaign against the insurgent Dhoondiah* 

It will be extremely desirable that you should endeavour, 
as soon as possible, to open a correspondence with Rear- 
Admiral Blanket*, and Major-General Baird, or with the 
officers commanding the land and sea forces, in the Red 


Sea. 

The plan of operations must necessarily be to seize Suez 
and Casseii-, to endeavour toefTect a junction with your army, 
and to occupy Upper Egypt, while our naval force shall inter¬ 
cept the supplies of the enemy from the Red Sea. 


MWSrjj, 
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The great difficulty will he the means of movement; I fear 
that it will be i in practicable to remove this difficulty by any 
effectual* .assistance from India, before the commencement of 
the next season. In the meanwhile, I shall exert every pos¬ 
sible endeavour to transport to the Red Sea, such cattle as 
may be most useful; and 1 trust that the magnitude of the 
force from India will secure whatever means of movement may 
be found in the country* By the possession of the sea-coast, 
any body of troops which Major-General Baird may find it 
practicable to move, will be enabled to act with more confi¬ 
dence and effect in the interior of the country ; the consider¬ 
ation of this advantage was a primary motive for augmenting 
the force to the greatest practicable extent; since it is to be 
rationally presumed, that the amount of the force which may 
be able to act in such a situation, must always increase, in 
proportion to the magnitude of the whole army, from which 
it must derive support. 

I have given directions to the commanding officers to 
employ tlicir earliest exertions for the purpose of opening a 
safe and speedy communication with your army. 

Every exertion will be made under my orders at the several 
Presidencies in India, to furnish a constant and regular supply 
of provisions, and of all necessary articles for the troops com¬ 
posing tfic armament in the Red Sea. 1 have directed the 
proper agents to be appointed for tins express duty. Although 
the prevailing winds in the Red Sea from the middle of April 
to the conclusion of August, are unfavourable to the passage 
of ships up that Sea, yet the voyage not being impracticable 
to ships of a good construction and well equipped, it is my 
intention, that ships shall be despatched in succession with 
supplies of provisions ami stores from the three Presidencies, 
and from Ceylon; and directions have been given accordingly 
to hire ships for this purpose, and to despatch them succes¬ 
sively, (as speedily as they can be laden with provisions) to 
Mocha, or to such other place as may be appointed for a 
general depot. The principal difficulty will be, that of pro¬ 
curing salt provisions for the European troops; as the season 
for salting is elapsed, and will not re-comnience in any part of 
India until the month of November. 1 expect, however, that 
a considerable supply of this article may be procurable from 
the American and Danish ships, which frequent the ports of 
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ia, and which usually import salt provisions as an article 
of trade. 

It appears to me to be possible, that the war in Egypt may 
be protracted to another campaign; for that event X shall make 
the earliest preparations; arid if the troops now sent into the 
Red Sea should secure an establishment, I hope in the next, 
season to be able to reinforce the native infantry to a consi¬ 
derable extent, and possibly to add a body of European 
and native cavalry* with a further augmentation of horse 
artillery. 

I shall hope to receive early and constant intelligence from 
you; it may be proper to apprize you, that a letter from 
Brigadier-General Koehler, dated Jaffa, the 9tli of July, 
LS00 t * did not reach me until the gist instant* 

The channels of correspondence now open to India are, 
Constantinople* Aleppo, Bagdad, Kussorah, Mocha, and 
Muscat. The despatches should be addressed through the 
persons named in the margin, f 

I ant apprehensive that tins despatch ipay not reach you in 
time to admit of your deriving any advantage from the com¬ 
munication, I shall forward copies of it by Aleppo and Mocha, 
and a copy under a Hying seal for the perusal of the Earl of 
Elgint and of Mr, Duncan, the Governor of Bombay. 

1 request you always to use a flying seal to such of your 
despatches as shall be addressed to ate through Constantino¬ 
ple or Bombay, for the perusal of the Earl of Elgin, and of 
the Governor of Bombay. I shall always communicate your 
despatches to the Governor of Fort St George. IBs Lord- 
ship, and the Governor of Bombay will receive my orders to 
attend to any applications which you may transmit directly 
to them. 

If his Majesty's commands had reached me at an ear¬ 
lier period of the season, I should have endeavoured to 
proceed to the western side of India, for the purpose of 
accelerating the supplies towards the Red Sea, and of super- 


* See page 301), 

f Constantinople,—his Mqjeity’s minister at the porta, or the Com¬ 
pany's agent# Mr. Tooke. Aleppo, Mr. Barker# or the British consul* 
Bagdad#—Mr. Harford Jones. Bossorah,—Mr. Manesty. Mocha,—Mr. 
Stokes, or the Company’s broker. Muscat,—The Company 1 * redden* 
captain Seton. 

vol* n* 2 h 
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Mntending more immediately the details of the expedition ; at 
present I fear it will not be practicable for me to quit this 
Presidency* before the month of December, 180L 
I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest respect, Sir, 

Your Excellency's most obedient 
and faithful servant* 

TV El. LESLEY* 


No* CXXJ. 

The Marquess IVdiesley to the Right f/m . Henry Dundas. 

Sir, Fort William, March 7th, 1801. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your des¬ 
patch of the 24th of June, 1800* accompanying his Majesty's 
commission under date the 7th of August, 1800*’* 

I request you to lay before his Majesty my respectful sense 
of the honour which he has been graciously pleased to con¬ 
fer on me by vesting in my hands the powers and authorities 
specified in that commission. 

\ have the honour to be, Sir, . 

Your obedient and humble servant, 

Wellesley. 


* The ComroUsiuu appointing the Marquess Wellesley Captain-Ge- 
acral and Commanderdn-Glnef of all the Land Forces serving in the 
East Indies was as follows t— 

George the Third, by the Grat e of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ire- 
land) King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth, to utt to wham these pre¬ 
sents shall come, greeting: 

Whereas the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies, by their commission under the seal of the said Company, 
hearing date the sixth day of October, One thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven, have appointed our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin 
and counsellor Richard Wellesley, Marquess Wellesley (then Earl of Mom- 
mg ton), of our kingdom of Ireland, and Baron Wellesley, of Wellesley, 
in onr county of Somerset, in our Kingdom of Great Britain, and Knight 
of the roost illustrious order of Saint Patrick, to be, during the pleasure 
of the said Company, Governor-General of the said Presidency of Fort 
William in tile Bay of Bengal, and of nil Urn towns ami territories there¬ 
unto belonging, and of all and singular the forts, factories* settlements, 
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ies* countries and jurisdictions within the soubnhship of Ben¬ 
gal, and of and for all the atlairs whatsoever of the said Company in the 
Bay of Bengal, and other tho places and provinces thereto belonging in 
the East Judies, together with all and every the powers and authorities 
committed and given to the Govemo^General of Bengal for the time 
bring, by any act or acts of parliament then in force; and by another com- 
mission under the seal of the said Company bearing date the same sixth 
day of October, One thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, have ap¬ 
pointed the said Hie hard Marquees Wellesley, Go vemor-Gen oral and Com* 
mauder-in-Chief of the Fort and Garrison of Fort William in Bengal, of 
the town of Calcutta, and of all the forces which then were, or thereafter 
should be employed in the service of the said united Company, within 
the saiil fort, gsirmon and town, and the said Company have also from 
time to time appointed offers to be Conmmuders-ui-tHiief of their forces 
at the said presidency of Fori William in Bengal, and their presidencies 
of Fort &i. George and Bombay respectively, and also have occasionally 
appointed persons to bo Corn menders-in-Ghicf of nil the said Company’s 
forces in the Fast Indies; And whereas we have from time to time caused 
detachments of our land forces to be employed lu the East Indie* mr the 
protection of the British territories there, and the annoyance of our ene¬ 
mies in those part*; And whereas difficulties have arisen and may arise 
in the direction and employment of our said forces, inasmuch its the same 
arc under the immediate command of officers commissioned by Vis, and 
not t>y the said Company, and We are desirous of preventing such diffi¬ 
culties by giving authority to the said Richard Marquess Wellesley to act 
as Captain-Gen end and Com rn and er-in-Chief, of all our forces in the 
East Indies, and thereby to put under his orders and directions all our 
land forces, as well as the military force in the service of the said united 
Company which may be employed in those parts! Now know ye, that 
We reposing especial trust and confidence in the prudence, courage, and 
loyalty of the said Richard Marquess Wellesley, have made, constituted, 
and appointed, and do by these presents tnakr, constitute, and appoint 
the said Richard Marquess Wellesley our Captain ^General and Com nmnd- 
er-in-Clilef, of all and singular our land forces employed or to he em¬ 
ployed in our service Within any of the British territories in India, and rn 
all parts within the limits of the exclusive trade of the said united Coin- 
pany during our pi cap'ire, to order, do, and perform all things whatso¬ 
ever, which do or ought to belong to the office of our Captain-General 
ami Comma ader-lo-Chief of our laud forces, within the parte aforesaid ; 
and generally to order, do, and perform all and whatsoever tor i s and in 
our name, ought to be done in the command, order, and direction of our 
said forces, and also of all military forces whatsoever in the parts afore¬ 
said which the said Richard Marquess Wellesley is not authorized aiul 
empowered to order, do, and perform, by virtue of the *uk} commissions 
from the said united Company; it being our gracious will and intention 
by this our commission, to give to the said Richard Marquess Wellesley 
full power and authority to order, direct, and emit foul all military forces 
employed or to be employed, in the territories and parts aforesaid, in all 
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cases to which the commissions so granted by tEiu said united Company to 
the said Richard Marquess Wellesley, cun not. extend for want of powers 
in the said Company for that purpose j and we do hereby command all 
our officers and soldiers who arc or shall he employed in aur land service 
within any of the territories and parts aforesaid, to acknowledge and obey 
the said Richard Marquess Wellesley as their Captain General and Corn- 
mauder-in-Chief ; hut nevertheless we do strictly enjoin and command 
the said Richard Marquess Wellesley, in the exercise of the powers and 
authorities given to him by these presents* to observe lin'd obey nil such 
instructions* orders and directions from time to time, as the said Richard 
Marquess Wellesley, shall receive from the first Commissioner for the 
affairs of India, or from any of our principal secretaries of state ? Provi¬ 
ded id ways, and our Will and Pleasure is, that if the said Richard Mar¬ 
quess Wellesley shall cease to be Governor-General of the presidency of 
tlie British territories in Bengal as aforesaid, then and from thenceforth 
all and every the powers and authorities hereby given to the said Richard 
Marquess Wellesley shail cease, determine, and become void, any thing 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. In witness whereof 
we have caused these our letters to be made patent. Witness Ourself at 
Westminster, the seventh day of August, in the fortieth year of our 
reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal, Yon he, 

General Qrdttrs by hh Excellency the most nolle the (lover nor-General in 
Council, wider date the 26M of February, 1801. 


The General Officer bolding the commission of Comma tide r-iu-Chief 
for the time being of his Majesty's forces in the East Indies, will fill, ac¬ 
cording to former usage, all appointments and commissions which may 
become vacant in his Majesty's army serving in the East ladies, subject 
as heretofore to his Majesty's pleasure. 

All returns of \m Majesty’s land forces serving in the East Indies* all 
applications for leave of absence, and nil correspondence respecting the 
internal regulation of hn Majesty's said forces, are to be transmitted as 
heretofore to the General < Ifficer holding the commission of Commander- 
in-Chlef for the time being of his Majesty** said forces serving in the 
East Indies* who will report the same, together with all other details re¬ 
specting the said forces, to his Excellency the Cover nor-General in 
Council* 

By command of his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General 
in Council. 

G. H. Barlow, 

Chief Secretary to the Government, 
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The Kurt of Eight to the Marqmu ff'elkshy. 

Constantinople, December J6Ui, lBOO, 
My" deab Loan, [Received 10th March, 1801*3 

The present opportunity for writing to India, finds me in 
the midst of a very particular deal of pressing business ; and 
I must therefore request your indulgence while f put dow n in 
this form, and very hastily, the communications which l am 
desirous of making to you to-day. 

The intelligence from Vienna, contained in the extracts of 
my correspondence from thence requires no comments. 

The conduct of Russia is, the most extraordinary; ! fear 
that not only dn embargo is laid upon our shipping in the 
Russian ports; but, that upon some quarrel happening on 
board of one of our vessels, several have been burnt. Such 
at least, is a report believed at the Porte. The cause of this 
embargo is differently stated. I doubt, if any answer can 
have been received from England on the application from Pe- 
tersburgh, to know the determination of the King relative to 
Malta; and 1 rather presume that the only provocation, 
if so it may be called, that the Emperor has received, arises 
from Lord Carysfort, w ho, it seems, was requested to convey 
the demand of Russia to England, and declined taking upon 
himself such a commission* The demand in itself appears to 
have been, not only whether the king would cede to Russia, 
a part of the fortress, and receive in it a Russian Government, 
(an arrangement which had been in agitation when the block¬ 
ade was to have been carried on by Russians, as well as us,} 
but also, the demand of an explanation why no mention of the 
Russians was made in the capitulation; and the place taken, 
exclusively in the name of Great Britain* 

The Emperor is, no doubt, very much hurt with this suc¬ 
cess of ours, by which the favourite object of his ambition 
and anxiety, is wholly in our hands* He is also highly 
offended with our conduct in regard to neutral navigation, 
and particularly from our sending a fleet into the Sound, in 
aid of Lord Whitworth’s negotiation at Copenhagen. 


THE MAKQUE 

He now dreads that we may effectuate the rescue of Egypt; 
and I have reason to believe, that he intends attempting to 
obtain from Buonaparte* the ratification of the convention of 
El-Arish; although at the time* that convention was a source 
of the most violent animadversion, and indeed made one cause 
of the Emperor’s breaking with us. I mention this, not that 
I know it positively, hut because the mode in which the notice 
came to me, is a very strong indication, that, whether that 
step be, or not, adopted, the Emperor means to thwart, as 
far as possible, our present expedition ogams! ^gypt; unless 
he has time to take a share in it, and secure U himself the 
advantages of the success. 

Whether one considers the Emperor's feelings and temper, 
or the strong inducements Prussia, Sweden and Denmark, 
have to carry Russia along with them, in what is denominated 
the Confederacy of the North; or the encouragement, which 
France will find means of applying, for the maintenance of 
that system, and occupying the Emperor’ a mind with it ; at 
all events, we must for the present expect, I conceive, every 
unfriendly proceeding on the part of Russia. 

Hitherto, the Porte continues very steady; its exertions 
at this moment, in aid of the expedition against Egypt, how¬ 
ever trifling in comparison with the exertions of other Euro¬ 
pean Governments, do certainly far exceed whatever before 
has been seen here; and although much pressed by Russia, 
and even by Prussia, to slacken in its reliance on us, the 
Sultan promises fair, to do whatever he can to assist us in the 
present moment. 

Relieve me, ever, my dear Lord, 
with sincere respect, 

Your faithful humble servant, 

Elgin. 


iS WELLESLEY, IQ 
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The Marquees IVeUsdmj to the lion. Jonathan Duncan. 

S JR} Fort William, March 19th, 1801. 

I have judged it proper to address letters to the principal 
Arabian chieftains, occupying the territory on the coasts of 
the Red Sea, inviting them to make a common cause against 
the enemy. The letters in question are transmitted under 
cover to Major-General Baird, by the present despatch.* In 
those letters, I have signified to the Arab chieftains respec¬ 
tively, that Major-General Baird will make proper presents 
to them on my part. I therefore request that you will imme¬ 
diately provide, and transmit to Major-General Baird such 
presents as may appear to you proper for that purpose. A 
list of the persona to whom I have thought proper to address 
letters is enclosed. 

It would be advisable to furnish Major-General Baird with 
a sufficient number of articles not only to provide the presents 
above-mentioned, but to make occasional donations to others, 
when good offices may be engaged by similar gratuities. 

The Honourable Company’s broker at Mocha, may perhaps 
have the means of providing a considerable portion of the 
articles necessary for the purposes above-mentioned j in 
that event, you witi be pleased to issue orders to him ac¬ 
cordingly. 

I have the honour to be, «c. 

Wellesley. 


(Enclosure.) 

* To the Shereef of Mecca, the Iinaum of Senna, and the Sultaun of Aden, 

Fort William, 19th March, 1801, 

The friendship and harmony which during a Ionia; course of years has 
firmly subsisted between the sublime Porte ami )iis llrrtamiic Majesty, la 
well known to you ; that friendship has been still more closely cemented 
by the faithless conduct of the French towards the Ottoman Pone; the 
French are now become the common enemy of both states. That perfidi¬ 
ous people, disregarding all the obligatiotis of friendship and the stipula¬ 
tions of treaty have sent forth their armies to invade the peaceful provinces 
of Egypt, the acknowledged territory of the Ottoman 1‘ortc; without 
urging the slightest pretext to justify this outrage, but on the contrary 
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sing ^ottttiuentH of perfect friendship and regard, these disturbers 
of the peace of nations have carried war and desolation 'into the most 
fruitful provinces of the empire, the venerated sanctuary of the Mnhomc- 
dan fullh; they have attempted to establish their authority upon the ruins 
of your religion; they have now unequivocally declared their resolution 
to maintain by force wlmt they have acquired by the violation of every 
principle of public faith, and of every maxim of civil and religious obli¬ 
gation. 




I entertain too high an opinion of your attachment to the interests and 
independence of the parent state, and of your zeal for the support of the 
religion which you revere, to believe that you can have witnessed without 
indignation and alarm, this unexampled itmtauceof the inanimate ambition 
and perfidious conduct of tbe French nation* 

I am persuaded you cannot view with unconcern the ambitious and on- 
crouching spirit of the French nation which, unrelated, must inevitably 
complete the downfall of tbe Mahomedan authority, not only in Egypt, but 
in all lie neighbouring territories, and must establish the supremacy of 
the French power in the most sacred seats of the Mahometan religion. 

ft has been the uniform policy of the French to endeavour to disarm the 
resentment of the people, whoso country they have invaded, hy professing 
the mug? ami cable intentions, and by pretending Ibnt the sole motive of 
their actions is to mitigate the tyranny of oppressive governments, to esta¬ 
blish the independence of oppressed nations, and to secure to mankind the 
full enjoyment of civil and religious rights. By these insidious arts, the 
French have succeeded in reducing to their absolute power many of the 
states of Europe, which they have invaded and ravaged, without the slight¬ 
est pretext or pro vocation. 

They bare employed the same means to reconcile tbe inhabitant* of 
Egypt to their unprovoked violence und unjust usurpation, and they will 
endeavour to practice the same perfidious policy for the purpose of subju¬ 
gating the remaining dependencies of the Otto in an empire in Arabia. 

They will labour to impress you with a belief of their amicable disposi¬ 
tion, and of their regard lor the sanctity of your religion; under the pretence 
iff establishing your independence, they will endeavour to subvert your 
government, and to erect their tyrunmnis misrule upon its ruins* 

With the most friendly solicitude, I warn yuu to take example from the 
unhappy fate of other states, and to beware of yielding to the insidious 
professions of m nation, which bus forfeited all pretensions to credit by a 
systematic contempt of the obligations of public faith, and of the estar- 
bbelied law of nations, especially by their unprovoked and unjustifiable 
invasion of Egypt* 

You have no other security for the preservation of your independence, 
ami for the maintenance of your rights, than u determination to resist 
the force, and to frustrate the frauds of the French nation* 

Yon are called upon, therefore, by every motive of interest and of self- 
preservation, by every principle of national honour and religious attach¬ 
ment, to unite your efforts with the combined exertions of the Brittsh 
power, and of the Ottoman sdnte, for the expulsion of the French from 
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Egypt. A formidable army of Turkish troops h already acting with 
vigour* for the purpose of dispossessing the French of their usurped autho¬ 
rity in Egypt, ami a numerous body of British troops now co-operates in 
Egypt with the army of the parte* in effecting the expulsion of the French 
from Egypt. 

With a view to second the- operations of this combined army* I have 
detached a considerable force of European and native troops from India, 
to unite in a joint effort for the exp tils inn of the common enemy- This 
measure while it favours the success of the operations to be carried on from 
the aide of Syria, uud the Mediterranean is calculated to provide for the 
security of I he Mahometan possessions* cm the Arabian side of the Bed 
Sea. 

As the existence of the Mahomedan dominion in Arabia* and the inter¬ 
ests of tbo Mohomcdaii religion are obviously concerned in the expulsion 
of the French. I cannot doubt that you will employ all the recourse.* of 
your country* and the influence of your authority in promoting the success 
of the projected enterprise^ I am the more induced to rely upon your exer¬ 
tions by lhe report which has been made to me by Captain Wilson, and by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Murray, (who were deputed under my orders to the 
Bed Sea,) of the friendly, disposition which you eru/rtain towards the Bri¬ 
tish nation. 

I trust you will employ every effort to procure and to facilitate the des¬ 
patch of provisions, miff of stores to the troops employed in the lied Sea, 
that you will furnish a reinforcement of the troops of your country to net 
with the British army, and that you will encourage the several chiefs nod 
states in Arabia* and in Egypt, to make common cause against the common 
enemy of your nation* and of the British power. 

Major-General Baird the commender-in-chief of the Indian forces, ora 
proper person deputed by him* will have the honour to deliver U- you this 
letter* ami will present to you a few articles, the produce of Europe, and 
of this country* as a token of my friendship and regard. 

I request your favourable attention to the suggestions and applications 
which may he made on my part for your assistance in promoting the object 
of the expedition. 

For the rest* believe me anxious for accounts of your welfare, &c, 

WKLOEtilUSY. 

(A true Copy.) N. B. Edmok9Tohb, 

Secretary to the Government. 
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No. CXXtV* 

I'hc Cwcrnor-General to thr Ftwer of 0\tdt\ 

6th April, 1801. 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's let¬ 
ter,* The general spirit and tenour of this communication 


* From the Fitter. 

Received 11th March, 180L 

I had the honour to receive your Lordship's friendly letter through 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, on the 2nd of Sliowaul (or 22nd Jan, 1801*), 
arid I have fully understood the whole of its contents. 

Your Lordship writes, that “ your Lordship had learned with great 
alarm and concern, from my letters to Colonel Scott, the probability of a 
failure in providing for the charges of the increased force, which had 
been furnished the preceding year for the protection of my country. 

With a view, therefore, to remove your Lordship's concern on that 
head, J beg leave to state as follows: 

The occasion of my writing to that effect in my com muni cations with 
Colonel Scott was this : 

Your Lordship formerly wrote to me, desiring that 1 would communi¬ 
cate whatever was upon my mind to Colonel Scott; freely and without 
reserve, ns any concealment and reserve in communicating my sentiments 
to Colonel Scott, who was the medium of intercourse between the two 
States, would be productive of embarrassment and impediment in our 
mutual concerns. 

Therefore, whereas in your Lor da hip* s former letter it wilh written, 
that “ by means of this reform I should obtain, funds for the discharge of 
the whole of the expences of the Company's additional troops § n and 
whereas in your Lordship** second letter it was written that, ** for the 
purpose of providing for the additional expenses which were now become 
indispensably necessary for the defence of my country, without adding to 
my incumbrances, it would be sufficient to disband the mutinous batta¬ 
lions in nay serviceand whereas m the letter from his Excellency Sir 
Alured Clarke it was written that, " economy would not be the least of 
the advantages resulting to me from a reform in my military establish¬ 
ment and whereas at the close of the statement of the additional force 
which Colonel $e<Kt delivered to me by your Lordship's orders, it was 
written that, #f the charges of the additional troops were to be provided 
for by the disbanding of my own.” 

Therefore, since the resource* provided by disbanding my troops were 
inadequate to supply the expen ces of the Company's {additional) forces 




* See page 429. 
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from your Excellency have excited my serious concern. 
Your Excellency's conduct on this important occasion has 
been as unexpected, as it has been evidently incompatible 
ivith your approved character of wisdom, prudence, and at¬ 
tachment to the Company* The magnitude of the questions 
discussed in my last address to your Excellency; the alarm¬ 
ing facts submitted to your observation, and the necessary 
conclusions deduced from those facts, and from your own re¬ 
iterated declarations, might have been expected to have en¬ 
gaged your Excellency^ deliberate and sincere attention, and 
to have induced you to enter into the subject of my proposi¬ 
tions with a spirit of candour and justice. With what sent i¬ 
ments then must my mind he afflicted, when 1 perceive that 
your Excellency has met my anxious endeavour to avert the 
evils now menacing your dominions, not by an open and dis¬ 
tinct consideration of the alternative proposed to you, but by a 


On conformity to your Lordship's desire that I would unreservedly com¬ 
municate my sentiments to Colonel Scott upon nil subjects), it became 
necessary for me to state those circumstances to Colonel Scott; that is, 
to desire that in conformity to the several writings (above quoted) he 
would provide the necessary resources- 
In the course of these conferences and communications* however, no 
impediment of affairs occurred, and no failure or deficiency whatever was 
experienced in the discharge of the expellees of the new troops, and in 
the payment of the lusts of the fixed subsidy. On the contrary, those 
expenses and Kists were punctually paid ; accordingly the Kist of the 
fixed subsidy, and the charges of the additional troops, have been com¬ 
pletely paid to the end of January 1001, and Colonel Scott has expressed 
his acknowledgment a on the occasion. 

As my consent to the first proposition is altogether impracticable (ac¬ 
cordingly I have already written an ample reply to that proposition,) and 
as it is impossible for me, with my own hands, to exclude myself from 
my patrimonial dominion, (for what advantage should I derive from sc 
doing?) this therefore is a measure which 1 will never adopt- 

With respect to what your Lordship writes about providing a territo¬ 
rial resource for the payment of the British troops, since I have not in 
any way delayed or neglected to discharge the Kiats for the expenses of 
the troops, but have paid them with punctuality, where is the occasion 
for requiring any territorial resource? 1 expect to derive the most sub¬ 
stantial profits from bringing into a flourishing condition this country, 
which has so long' been in a state of waste and ruin; by a separation of 
territory my hopes of these substantial profits would be entirely cut ofl 
and a ^reat loss would accrue. How then can I consent to any territo¬ 
rial cession? 
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studious suppression of felie most material foots of the ease, 
by an erroneous representation of the only argument which 
you have noticed* and by an evident design to evade the irre¬ 
sistible inference resulting from your Excellency's former 
communications both with Colonel Scott, and with me. 
Deeply lamenting the temper, and disposition of mind, in 
which your Excellency appears to have entered into this most 
arduous discussion, most painful regret has been occasioned 
by the conclusion of your Excellency's letter, in which you 
have peremptorily rejected, without qualification, both the 
propositions which I had submitted to your choice, for the 
preservation of the combined interests of the Company, and 
of your Excellency, in the province of Qude* 

The unhappy counsels which have Induced your Excellency 
to adopt this precipitate and inconsiderate measure leave me 
no alternative, but that of becoming an inactive spectator of 
the ruin of your Excellency^, and of the Honourable Com- 


Olouel Scott hris also verbally communicated to me the demand for 
the expenses incurred by the Company at the period of Zemaun Shah’s 
approach. 1 urn ready to discharge the expenses which were fairly and 
actually incurred by the Company upon that occasion. 1 will reimburse 
those expenses from whatever resources and in whatever mode it may be 
practicable* 

It fa equally a subject of astonishment and concern to me, that whereas 
under the former government the payment of the fusts, though so much 
smaller in amount than the present* was constantly kept in amar during 
three or four months, the Jumma of the country was diminishing yearly, 
and vet no such propositions were brought forward, they should be agi¬ 
tated under the government of a friend who hopes for" every thing from 
yOUt Lordship's kindness; who is anxious to obey you, and to manifest 
the steadiness of his attachment; who punctually pays the full amount of 
the Kists, notwithstanding their increased amount, and who has con¬ 
formed to your Lordship. At &U events, upon your Lordship I rest my 
hopes ol prosperity. 

This is substantially my reply to your 3.i rdskip’s letter, which, with n 
view to remove your Lordship’s concern, l have hastily committed to 
paper, and now transmit to your Lordship. } am about to draw up a 
particular answer to every article (of your Lordship's letter). If your 
Lordship he desirous of a detailed reply be pleased to intimate the same, 
And i will in a very short space of time transmit inch « reply to your 
Lordship. 

N, 11. EomoM’.tosk, 

Set-ret ary u> the Government. 
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ys interests in the province of Onde, or of resorting to 
the most decisive steps for the purpose of averting those evils, 
which must inevitably flow from your Excellency's adherence 
to your apparent determination of rejecting both the propo¬ 
sitions which I have submitted to your consideration. 

In my last letter to your Excellency, I reviewed the em¬ 
barrassed situation of your affairs, and the distressed con- 
dltion of your country; and expressed my unalterable Con- 
viction, that no effectual security against the ruin of the gone' 
ral interests of the province of Oude would he provided, 
otherwise than by the adoption of the first plan proposed for 
your Excellency's consideration. 

I further informed your Excellency, that if you should 
unfortunately he persuaded to reject that salutary and advan¬ 
tageous proposal* the funds for the payment of the subsidy, 
must be placed without a moment of delay beyond the hazard 
of failure, and I concluded by declaring to your Excellency 
my determination to adhere with firmness to the tenor of that 
letter, as containin g principles from which the British Go¬ 
vernment could never depart 

1 lament that the facts and conclusions detailed in that 
letter should not have convinced your Excellency that my 
determination was flic result of the most mature reflection, 
arising from a deliberate and dispassionate conviction of an 
insuperable necessity, and confirmed by your Excellency's 
own representations, and by the progressive experience of 
every hour; and consequently that a decision formed with such 
deliberation, founded on such principles, and directed to such 
objects, would not be relinquished with levity, or precipi¬ 
tation. 

Your Excellency has not controverted one of the facts or 
principles upon which that determination w as founded. Re¬ 
cent events have enforced the spirit of both ; and have 
manifested, that the issue of these propositions must ulti¬ 
mately involve the fate of your fertile but decaying dominions, 
the security of the Company^ provinces, and the happiness 
of a numerous and industrious* but suffering people; en¬ 
trusted with tlie charge of such extensive interests, l am 
resolved never to recede from any measure, evidently de¬ 
manded by the exigency of my arduous duty. 

1 T therefore, now declare to your Excellency in the most 
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terms, that I consider it to be my positive duty to 
ltovll v0 any extremity, rather than to suffer the further pio- 
grcss of that ruin, to which the interests of your Excellency* 
anti the Honourable Company are exposed, by the continued 
operation of tbe evils and abuses actually existing m the 
civil and military administration of tbe province ot Guile. 

With this view, I have repeated my former instructions to 
Lieut.-Colonel Scott; and f have directed him again to offer 
the two propositions contained in jny last letter to youi 
Excellency’s most serious consideration. 

I trust that your Excellency in your answer to this letter, 
will signify your acciuiescence in one or other of the proposi¬ 
tions submitted to you; and I entertain a confident hope of 
having the satisfaction to learn by your next despatch, that 
the necessary arrangements have actually been commenced, 
if not concluded, for carrying into effect that proposition 
which may be most acceptable to you. I have judgec 1 
expedient to introduce these general observations at the com¬ 
mencement of this tetter, for the purpose of impressing your 
Excellency with a solemn conviction of the importance ot 
the occasion, and with a just sense of my fixed and unaltera¬ 
ble resolution to apply an effectual remedy without delay, to 
the existing abuses in tbe province of Oude. 

T now proceed to reply more particularly to tbe statements 
contained iri your Excellency’s letter of tbe 
The manner in which you have been pleased to quote trom 
mv correspondence, and from the letters of Sir Alured Clarke, 
and of Lieut.-Colonel Scott, together with the inference winch 
you draw from those papers, would warrant an apprehension, 
that the substance and spirit of all your Excellency s ate 
communications to Lieut.-Colonel Scott, relative to t le i.u ure 
of your resources, had entirely escaped your memory. 1 our 
Excellency has hitherto described your embarrassments to 
have arisen, not merely from the charge of that part of your 
Excellency’s troops which you have thought fit to continue in 
your service, but principally from the defective state of the 
collections, and from the ruinous condition of the country. In¬ 
dependently of your Excellency’s repeated acknowledgement 
of the decline of your resources and revenues, and ot e" 3 
and abuses which pervade every branch of the administration, 
your Excellency in your letter to Lieut.-Colonel Scott ot the 
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-0th Jemaudy Oosany adverting to the means of providing 
funds for the payment of the subsidiary force, has distinctly 
stated that your apprehension of the failure of the necessary 
funds arose not from the continued charge of your own useless 


and dangerous troops (the immediate reduction of which was 
obstructed solely by your Excellency’s intervention), but from 
die precarious state of the collections. I here transcribe your 
Excellency’s expressions from that letter: “ The state of the 
collections of the country is not unknown to you, you know 
with what difficulties and exertions they are realized, and 


hence I frequently feet a great degree of solicitude and appre¬ 
hension, knowing that occasions of exigency often suddenly 
present themselves, lest, if I should fail at a season of exi¬ 
gency in making the necessary provision, my responsibility- 
should be impeached. I therefore wrote to you, that until I 
was secure of resources to answer the demands, I could not 
become responsible. Accordingly dye Sook Roy has been 
directed to prepare a statement of the condition of the 
country, with respect to its resources. \ ou shall be informed 
when it is ready, and you can then come and inspect it, and 
in concert, devise resources for the additional demands accor¬ 
ding to the actual assets.” Again in the same letter, your 
Excellency states, “ 1 am constantly in fear and apprehension 
lest, on account of the want of resources to supply all these 
heavy expences, any delay* should occur in the liquidation ol 
the Kists, and my good faith be consequently impeached." 
By this just and candid declaration, your Excellency has 
directly admitted the notorious and undeniable fact, that the 
apprehended failure of your resources is to be ascribed to the 
precarious realization of your revenues, and to the declining 
assets of the country. This declaration on the part oi your 
Excellency, is a clear admission that the security of the 
united interests of your Excellency, and the Honourable 
Company in providing for the defence of your Excellency’s 
territories, is exposed to imminent hazard. 

Your Excellency however, in the letter to which I now 
reply, appears to have lost sight of the facts thus explicitly 
avowed, and, entirely admitting all reference to the declining 
state of the collections, and to the abusive administration of the 
G* eminent of Ou.de, you now seem disposed to rest your 
complaint solely on the charges of that remaining portion of 
vour troops, whose dismission from your service, has been 
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—delayed exclusively by your own unfortunate and erroneous 
policy, in direct opposition to my advice, 

1 admit, with real concern, that your Excellency's embarass- 
merits are greatly aggravated, by your deicemination to retain 
in your service, a considerable proportion of those licentious 
and disorderly troops, whose disaffection lias been proved in 
every hour of trial, and whose turbulent spirit has repeatedly 
violated the peace of the country, and endangered your autho¬ 
rity and your life* 

It is, however, a source of great satisfaction tome, to reflect 
that the removal of tills cause of embarrassment is within your 
Excellency's own power; and 1 have directed the resident to 
take the most effectual means of affording you immediate 
relief in this respect, by accelerating the dismission of the 
remainder of your Excellency's troops; 1 have no doubt, that 
whatever accidental counteraction, or difficulty, may have 
occurred to prevent the resident’s success in completing the 
proposed reduction of your Excellency's troops, will now be 
altogether removed; and that your Excellency will henceforth 
unite cordially and zealously with Lieut.-Colonel Scott in the 
final and complete accomplishment of a measure, the delay of 
which your Excellency now declares to be the principal, if not 
the sole cause of your embarrassments. It is indeed evident, 
that the resources expected from the reduction of your troops 
cannot prove effectual, while your Excellency shall continue 
to delay the dismission of so large and expensive a part of 
your military establishments. But I must recall to your Ex¬ 
cellency^ recollection the fact, which you have so empha¬ 
tically acknowledged on former occasions, that the principal 
source of all your difficulties, is to be found in the state of 
the country, 

1 have repeatedly represented to your Excellency the 
effects of the ruinous expedient of anticipating the collections. 
The destructive practice of realizing them by force of arms, 
the annual diminution of the Jumma* of the country, the 
precarious tenure by which the aumils and farmers hold their 
possessions ; the misery of the lower classes of the people, 
absolutely excluded from the protection of the government, 
and the utter insecurity of life and property throughout the 
province of Qude. 



Revenue. 
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Your Excellency has not only admitted the existence of 
these inveterate evils, but lias solicited the aid arid interference 
of the British Government, as the only mode of remedy. 

The transactions of every day iri your Excellency's domi¬ 
nions furnish additional proof, that these evils augment to 
such an alarming degree, as must speedily impair the re¬ 
sources of the State, and must frustrate all your Excellency's 
efforts tt* fulfil your engagements with the British Govern¬ 
ment* 

Ypur Excellency has recently seen within a few miles of 
your capital, an annul employing the military force under his 
command to secae a number of Zemindars, who, with theft 
families and their inhabitants, have deserted the villages 
which the aumti proposed to destroy by fire. 

If such violent measures of extorting the revenues are 
employed under the walls of your Excellency's palace, what 
must be the condition of your remote subjects? From such 
a system the general denotation of the country must rapidly 
ensue"; ana while the revenue and population of the districts 
are failing in every direction, on what foundation rests the 
security for the payment of the subsidy to the Company? 

An immediate alteration in the system of management, 
affords the only hope of providing either for the security of 
the Company's military funds, or tor any other interest in¬ 
volved in the fate of Oude.* 

* The Govern or-General* a view* were supported by the following letter 
from LieuUColonel Scott* the Resident at Lurk now 
My Lord, 

Fully sensible that the information which f have been able to convey to 
your Lordship respecting the disposition, the views, and the administra¬ 
tion, of the Nawaub Vizier has been very circumscribed and imperfect, I 
feel an earnest desire to supply the defects by such occasional coimnuni- 
cations as arise from observation and reflection. 

After attentively studying the character of UL Excellency, and acquaint¬ 
ing myself ns far as circumstances will allow, with the general tenor of his 
proceedings, I am led to conclude, that whilst he is determined to fulfil, 
with minute regularity, the peculiar engagements with the Company, his 
views are directed to the enjoyment of a full authority over Ins household 
affairs, hereditary dominions, *md subjects, according to the mo a strict 
interpretation of the clause of the l?th article of the treaty executed at 
Lucknow. 

1 have no conception that he aspires either now or in prospect to politi¬ 
cal independence; what he aims ai is the independent management of the 
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The necessity of such a change your Excellency lias repeat¬ 
edly admitted, and yon have accompanied that admission by 
an acknowledgement of your utter inability to carry into 
effect this indispensable reform. If any other proof were 
required of your Excellency's inability to introduce speh an 
effectual reform, that proof is to be found in the progressive 
and hourly aggravation of all the inveterate evils anti abuses 
of the former government, notwithstanding the solicitude 
which your Excellency haa upon all occasions professed, for 
the attainment of an improved system of administration• 
Under these circumstances, to introduce a wise and lenient 
system of administration, to diffuse happiness and prosperity 


interior concerns of his dominions, lo the exclusion of all interference 
and inspection on the part of the English Government, and to the gradual 
diminution of its influence over the internal udmmisCHition of his country. 

In furtherance of this design, according t» my judgment, is the sup¬ 
pression of the functions of the ministers who were the channels of commu¬ 
nication* to the Resident, and through whom he maintained, If not an effi¬ 
cient coatroul, nl least an useful interposition in the details of Govern¬ 
ment, which It is not very easy, if possible, to exercise* when every arrange¬ 
ment is caneluclfd under the eye of the Vizier, ami discussed only amongst 
his private agents and confidential advisers. 

If 1 discovered any attempt* or disposition to Introduce a system of 
order, justice, and energy in the state; if 1 snw the Nabob Vizier’a exer¬ 
tions directed to the prosperity of his dominions, and to the happiness of 
his subjects, 1 should fee! no uneasiness at the decline of the Resident’* in- 
tcrftnence in the ordinary internal transactions of government, since the 
exercise of it does not seem to have been intended by the late treaty, and 
is unequivocally disavowed hy several declarations to his predecessor, nod 
since no effectual controul over the dominions and the political concerns of 
the Sovereign ia formally established by our military force, ami will be¬ 
come more vigilant and extensive in proportion that force shall be aug¬ 
mented and diffused. 

Blit when 1 see a perseverance in the same abuse and mis management in 
the revenue collections which prevailed under the former government, 
with the only difference, that the fruits of them go into the private trea¬ 
sury of the Sovereign, and are carefully hoarded hy him ■ when I hear of 
the same oppressions and extortions, and observe the same Imbecility in 
respect to impunity of crimes, 1 cannot but feel that the uncani.rolled au¬ 
thority is not exercised to the purposes expected; and that the ruin of the 
country, commenced in a reign of profusion and indolence, will progres¬ 
sively proceed in a reign of parsimony and diligence. 

Lucknow, I have the honour, &c« 

Sept. 2ntk 17m W. Scott. 

The Right Honourable Lari of Ainrmngton, K.R 
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nong your subjects* to restore the vigour of your resources, 
and to provide for the internal and external security and tran¬ 
quillity of the country, what means remain, but the substitu¬ 
tion of the Company’s management, in place of abuses, which 
your Excellency’s hands camiot control ? 

It would be vain and fruitless to attempt this arduous task 
by partial interference, or by imperfect modifications of a 
system, of which every principle is founded in error and 
impolicy, and every instrument tainted with injustice and cor¬ 
ruption- 

After long and mature consideration, I offer to your Ex¬ 
cellency a renewal of my former declaration, “ that the pro¬ 
vince of Oude, cannot otherwise be preserved than by the 
gradual and regular operation of a system of administration, 
founded on principles of substantial justice* and of compre¬ 
hensive policy, and enforced by all the power and energy of 
the British Government,” 

The complete introduction of the British authority and 
management in the civil, $k well m military, administration of 
the province of Oudq, would evidently combine more advan¬ 
tages to every party interested in the prosperity of that 
country* than could be attained by any other arrangement. 
By the stipulations which form a part of the first of the two 
propositions offered to your Excellency s acceptance, your 
Excellency would be relieved from the cares and hazards of 
a situation to which you have declared yourself to be un¬ 
equal. 

Effectual provision would be made for your comfort, afflu¬ 
ence, and dignity, and for the situation of your family- The 
sons of your deceased father, die widow of your late brother, 
and bis reputed children, would be maintained from the re¬ 
sources of the State; the existing pensions and jagheers 
would be continued to the persons now entitled to those 
provisions. Your Excellency would be exonerated from a 
heavy but just burthen, the debts of your predecessor ; the 
happiness of your subjects, and the prosperity of your country 
would be established on a durable basis; the hazard of failure 
in the resources of the country, and the danger of internal 
commotion, and of external attack would no longer excite 
alarm. 

But whatever may be your Excellency’s; sentiment? with 
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reaped to the first proposition! the right of the Company to 
demand a session of territory, adequate to the security of the 
funds necessary for defraying the expence of our defensive 
engagements with your Excellency, is indisputable- 

For the purpose of affording to your Excellency^ more 
distinct view of the Company's right to demand a cession of 
territory, [ shall here state some of the leading principles on 
which that right is founded. The evils and abuses of the 
existing system of administration have gradually impaired the 
resources of the State, and these causes of decay in the re¬ 
venue of the country, must continue to operate with increased 
effect, and ultimately must disable your Excellency from ful¬ 
filling your pecuniary engagements with the Company. 

This argument is sufficiently proved by the actual state of 
the country and government. 

In your last letter, your Excellency has indeed omitted your 
accustomed complaints of the state of the country and go¬ 
vernment ; but your Excellency's repeated declarations to 
Lieut-Colonel Scotland to mo, respecting the confused con¬ 
dition of your affairs, and the distress aad decline of the 
country, added to the notoriety of the fact, justify a serious 
apprehension of the approaching failure of those resources, 
on which the security for the payment of the subsidy must 
depend. 

The punctuality of your Excellency's present payments 
neither diminishes this apprehension, nor in any degree affects 
the right of the Company to a satisfactory security against 
the operation of evils, of which the existence is evident* and the 
effect certain. To refrain from demanding adequate security 
until the resources of the country shall actually have Aided, 
would be to defeat all expectation of attaining the security to 
which the Company is entitled. 

The resources which had been found inadequate to the 
regular payment of subsidy, must prove still more insufficient 
to support the additional burthen of\a heavy arrear. 

Your Excellency indeed, has pledged your private resources 
in addition to the resources of the state for the payment of 
the arrears of subsidy; but the extent of your private re¬ 
sources is uncertain, and while that species of security, Irom 
its nature, must be fluctuating and precarious, it must also 
depend on the resources of the country, and consequently 
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affected by the same causes which produce a 
in the payment of the subsidy. Neither the letter nor the 
spirit of the existing treaty could justify the British Govern¬ 
ment in delaying the demand of satisfactory security to a 
period of time, when such a demand must prove altogether 
nugatory. The intention of the contracting pa rties* could 
not have been to pledge their faith to an impracticable and 
fruitless stipulation. At the time when the treaty was con¬ 
cluded, your Excellency considered yourself to be bound to 
secure the Company against the evil effects of a failure in 
he payment of the subsidy. Your Excellency's accession to 
the Musnud afforded a strong hope, that your prudence and 
exertions would improve the resources of the country to a 
* degree amply sufficient to secure the payment of the subsidy 
against any hazard of failure. 

The disappointment of those hopes, cannot exonerate your 
Excellency from a responsibility which the altered state of 
circumstances has rendered more urgent. The intention of 
the British Government could not have been to confine its 
claim of security to a period of time, when the resources of 
the country should be inadequate to the payment of the 
subsidy, and to relinquish that claim, when the approaching 
failure of the public resources should hazard the irretrievable 
loss of that important branch of the Company's revenue. 
This right of demanding satisfactory security* is not confined 
to the extent of the established sum of 76 lacs of rupees, ft 
is equally applicable to the funds necessary for defraying the 
"ex peaces of the additional force* The necessity of stationing th 
additional force, has been proved already, and the consequent 
rights of the Company under the existing treaty, arise from that 
necessity. Entertaining these sentiments, and having satisfied 
my judgment of the justice anil necessity of the measures 
founded upon them, 1 was deeply concerned to read the un¬ 
qualified and peremptory expressions by which your Excellency 
has signified your absolute rejection of belli my proposition*, 
and especially of the fir^t, Your l Excellency will be pleased to 
recollect, that this proposition is founded upon your own deli¬ 
berate and formal declaration, that you were utterly unable to 
administer the affairs of your government, that “your mind was 
utterly withrawn from the government of a people, who were 
neither pleased with you, nor you with them; and with whose 
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must be 
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evil dispositions, enmity, disobedience, ami negligence, yon 
were completely disgusted/" The first proposition might seem 
to be acceptable to a prince, who had declared his determined 
resolution to abandon the cares and hazards of public life; 
to descend from the MusuUd; and to return to a private 
station. 


Your Excellency must expect me to express some degree 
of surprize, that, under a manifest and encreasmg aggrava¬ 
tion of all these circumstances of vexation and difficulty ; at 
embarrassed resources ; of internal discord; oi popular dis¬ 
content and disaffection, your Excellency should now decline 
to enter into any discussion of your former resolution; anil, 
although you originally solicited my attention to your desire 
of resigning the exercise of the government at a moment when 
your abdication was entirely unexpected by me, that you 
should now reject every possible modification of your own 
suggestion, deducing that your consent to the first proposition 
“ is altogether impracticable/" I have already adverted to the 
inference, which your Excellency has drawn from the punc¬ 
tuality of your payments, “ that the necessity of territorial 
security is tvhoUij precluded? Your Excellency must have 
observed that my solicitude is directed to future events, and 
to the necessary and inevitable consequences of the distressed 
condition of the country, and of the increasing defalcation of 
the public resources. That your Excellency will continue to 
discharge with punctuality the current kists of the subsidy, 
as long as you can derive funds for the payment of them from 
the resources of your country, I am fully convinced; but 


under the ruinous system of the existing Administration 
tinder the operation of the evils, abuses, and oppressions 
which prevail throughout your country, on what security does 
your Excellency rely for the permanence of those resources, 
from winch alone your Excellency is now enabled to fulfil 
your pecuniary engagements with the Company * \our X%x* 
ccllency has virtually destroyed the force ol any argument 
founded on the punctuality of your past payments, by ad¬ 
mitting the ruinous state ot the country ; by acknowledging 
your apprehension of an impending failure of your re¬ 
sources; and by declaring your own incompetency to remove 
the causes of these evils. 

Your Excellency in your last letter is pleased to state, 
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Mi „ you “ expect to derive ample profits from bringing into 
a flourishing condition this country, which has so long been 
in a state of waste and ruin." 

from an early period after your Excellency s accession to 
the Musnud down to this day, your Excellency has never 
ceased to complain of the disorders und confusion existing in 
your dominions. Hitherto no effort has been made on your 
part to improve the system of your civil administration, or to 
avert the evils and dangers of which you have expressed 
your apprehension, and of which you have repeatedly expe¬ 
rienced the effects. It has always been evident to me, that 
those mischiefs were insurmountable by any exertion of your 
Excellency’s power. Under a similar impression your Ex¬ 
cellency has deliberately avowed your despair of introducing 
any effectual reform into the system of your administration ; 
but now, under the pressure of accumulated embarrassments, 
without any increase of power; without any additional means 
of acting; without any change of principle or practice ; your 
Excellency suddenly announces, “ an expectation of ample 
profits, by bringing the country into a flourishing condition." 
Can your Excellency then reasonably hope to induce me, by 
this unsupported assertion, to rest the interests of the Com¬ 
pany in the province of Oude, on a foundation so precarious 
and insecure as the expectation of an improvement, obstructed 
by the whole system of your government, and by every relative 
circumstance in the state of your all airs i 'i our Excellency 
asserts, that “ your expectation of ample profits from the 
country will bo entirely cut off, and that a heavy loss will 
accrue" to your Excellency from what you have termed "a 
separation of your territory." Would it then be a sepa¬ 
ration of your territory," to place a portion of your dominions 
in the hands of those, with whose interests your owni are 
indissolubly' united l whose justice placed you on the Mns- 
nud; and whose power now supports you m that exalted 
station? Would it be a separation of territory, and a heavy 
loss of profit to your Excellency to consent to an arrange¬ 
ment, under which the wise and benevolent administration of 
the Honourable Company would call forth all the resources 
of the ceded country, and would apply them to the defence 
of your remaining dominions, while the happiness and pros¬ 
perity of the people would be effectually secured? 
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territorial cession would meet your Excellency's explicit 
desire, contained in the following extract from your Excel¬ 
lency's letter to Colonel Scott* of the SLftli of Jenmuly 
Oossany. 

‘‘Let assets be pointed out and fixed once for all, for the 
realization of what it is intended to demand, so that hence¬ 
forth all cause of anxiety upon that head may be removed for 
ever, and no question of increase, nor any altercation ever 
after arise; for these repeated altercations are productive of 
anxiety and vexation/* 

Your Excellency lias anticipated in these words a powerful 
argument in favour of a territorial grant, By this measure the 
assetd for the realization of what it is intended to demand, 
will undoubtedly be fixed once for alb Thenceforward all 
cause of anxiety upon that bead will he effectually removed, 
and no question, nor any altercation can arise* 

The tract of territory proposed to be ceded from the cir¬ 
cumstances of its situation will form a barrier, against the 
attempts of any external enemies to disturb the tranquillity 
of your Excellency's remaining possessions, while the im¬ 
proved and flourishing state of the country, under the British 
administration, will relieve your Excellency from all appre¬ 
hension of the turbulence and disaffection of the Zemindars 
in that quarter* 

As the districts to be ceded, will be taken at the amount 
of their actual Jaroma* your Excellency’s finances, so far 
from suffering by the proposed commutation, would benefit 
in proportion to the amount by which the actual collections 
from those districts are inferior to their present jumma. 
With regard to the expectation which your Excellency may- 
enter tain of enereasing the produce of those districts, your 
Excellency is aware that the Jumma of a considerable por¬ 
tion of them is already fixed at as high a rate as can be 
expected, and that the collections have been secured solely 
by the ability and exertions of Admass Ali Khauiu The 
infirmities of old age and sickness, have induced him to 
become desirous of relinquishing that charge, and, whenever 
your Excellency shall commit those districts to other annuls, 
you must expect a diminution in the amount of the collections. 
With regard to the Jumnmof the remaining districts, no hope 
ran bo reasonably entertained that it can ever be raised to the 



THfe ynsijsat of oui>e, 


standard which it originally bore, when those districts passed 
into the possession of your Excellency's family, unless the 
introduction of the wise and equitable administration of the 
British Government, should afford such a prospect. 

In addition to these arguments it may be observed, that the 
honour and dignity of your Excellency's government will not 
in any degree be compromised by this arrangement, as the 
territory proposed to be ceded, was added to the posses¬ 
sions of your Excellency by the aid of the British arhis, arid 
was not the original possession of your Excellency's an¬ 


cestors. 

Your Excellency has lately beheld in the conduct of his 
Highness, the Soubadiir of the Deccan, an example of the 
beneficial commutation of pecuniary payments of subsidy 
for a territorial cession; although the hazard of Failure in his 
Highness territorial resources, bore no proportion to the 
dangers which menace the most alarming defalcation in those 
of your Excellency's country, yet his Highness wisely con¬ 
sidered, that by securing the funds for the payment of (he 
Subsidiary force beyond the hazard of failure, he provided 
the most effectual security for the protection and prosperity 
of hie dominions. Under circumstances of infinitely greater 
urgency, and of more confirmed necessity, I trust that your Ex¬ 
cellency will not neglect to profit by this salutary example, 

I have thus stated to your Excellency the benefits and ob¬ 
jects of each of the two propositions submitted to you, I 
have endeavoured to demonstrate to your Excellency the 
superior security and advantage offered by the first propo¬ 
sition to your Excellency, to your family, and to your people; 
I have explained the right of the Honourable Company to 
require effectual and satisfactory security for the payment of 
subsidy against all future hazard of failure; and I have 
proved that no other security can be effectual or satisfactory, 
than an absolute and perpetual assignment of territory; and 
tli ere fore that if your Excellency should unfortunately per¬ 
sist in declining the first proposition, the second w ill become 
unavoidable. I now repeat my anxious hope that your Ex¬ 
cellency will not refuse the benefits offered to your acceptance 
by the advantageous and honourable provisions] of the first 
proposition; at the same time it is my duty again to declare 
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to your Excellency that if you should unhappily be induced 
to persist in your rejection of that salutary arrangement) it is 
my unalterable* resolution never to recede from the just and 
indispensable demand of territorial security. I shall aeeord- 
incjly wait with the utmost anxiety to hear from Lieutenant 
Colonel Scott that your Excellency has accepted one or other 

of the propositions. 

f am much gratified to be informed by your Excellency that 
you are prepared to discharge the large arrears due on ac¬ 
count of the additional, troops serving in the Province of Oud®. 
Lieutenanant-Colonel Scott has received my directions to pre¬ 
sent the account to your Excellency, and as the charges 
therein stated have been actually incurred for a considerable 
period of time in the necessary defence of your Excellency’s 
dominions, I trust that your Excellency will defray the amount 
without delay. It is necessary on this occasion to communi¬ 
cate to you* Excellency my decided opinion that a proportion 
of the expenses attending the embassy of Captain Malcolm 
and of Mehdi Ali Khaim into Persia is justly chargeable to 
your Excellency’s account. The primary object of both these 
embassies was the security of your Excellency’s dominions by 
averting the long threatened invasion of Zemaun Shahs 
Mehdi Ali Khaun was actually successful in exciting the Go¬ 
vernment of Persia to aid Mahmood Shah in the recovery of 
his possessions i and Zemaun Shah has, in consequence, been 
diverted from carrying into effect those designs against your 
Excellency's possessions which have recently been disclosed 
by the papers found in the palace of the lateTippoo SuHaun. 
Captain Malcolm has been employed in negotiating ail ar¬ 
rangement at the Court of Persia, calculated to prevent any 
return of the same danger to your Excellency's dominions. 
Tfee amount of those charges shall be hereafter stated to your 
Excellency. Your Excellency will admit the obligation upon 
you to discharge a proportion of the expenses incurred for 
the express purpose of averting from your Excellency $ ter¬ 
ritories the dangers of a formidable invasion# But in the 
event of Your Excellency's acceptance of the first proposition, 

I shall be ready to take into consideration an equitable modi¬ 
fication of the just demands of the Company upon >oii, as 
well as on account of the arrears of subsidy for the add itiomd 
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^force serving in 0ude» as on account of the charges of both 
embassies to Persia, These demands, in the case supposed, 
may admit of considerable abatement 

Your Excellency signifies that, is it is equally a subject of 
astonishment and concern to you, that, whereas under the 
former government the payment of the Lists, though so much 
smaller in amount than the present, was kept constantly in 
arrear during three or four months, and the jumma of the 
country was diminishing yearly, and yet m such propositions 
(meaning the territorial cession) were brought forward, they 
should be agitated under your Excellency's government, not¬ 
withstanding the punctuality of 3 our payments*” But the 
long delay which has occur ed m making this requisition, for 
territorial security, is an evident proof that the British Go¬ 
vernment was not disposed to make it until it became indis¬ 
pensably necessary. It has never been denied that the same 
evils, now the subject of complaint, have existed for a long 
course of years in the province of Oude, In proportion to 
the extent and continuance of the operation of such causes of 
ruin, their effect is the more to be apprehended ; and the 
necessity of a remedy is become more urgent and indispen¬ 
sable, Your Excellency’s peculiar friendship and attachment 
to the Company, might be expected to .render you peculiarly 
interested in facilitating the success of the necessary, arrange* 
ment* These considerations have contibuted to confirm my 
determination to effectuate the completion of the affairs of 
Oude, while your Excellency is seated on the jVfcsnud; for 
while I am convinced that these salutary measures may derivo 
great advantage from your Excellency’s co-operation, i am 
equally satisfied, that they will tend to secure your own 
happiness and the prosperity of the country, I am sincerely 
anxious for the attainment of both objects ; but the prosperity 
of the people of Oude, must Be the invariable object of your 
Excellency’s solicitude and of the Company’s care* 

With regard to your Excellency’s proposal of transmitting a 
detailed reply to my former letter, 1 beg leave to inform your 
Excellency, that any detailed reply, either to that letter or to 
this, appears to me to be unnecessary, confidently expecting tin v 
your Excellency will afford the most acceptable and indisputa¬ 
ble testimony , which you can furnish of your real attachment to 
the Company, as well as of your wisdom and prudence and of 
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your regard for the interests of your family, ami of your 
people, by despatching in reply to this friendly remonstrance, 
ij letter containing your Excellency’s unequivocal acceptance 
of one or other of the propositions which have been ottered 
to you* At all events Lieut .-Colonel Scott has received fid 
powers to act in any exigency without further reference to 
me, 1 rely, however, on your Excellency to unite cordially 
with Colnne 1 Scott, in a final and satisfactory adjustment of 
all difficulties, according to the tenor of one or other of the 
propositions submitted to your consideration. 

We [-LESLEY. 


No. CXXV. 


The Hurl 0/ Elgin to the Marqum Wellesley. 


Cirnst anthiopie, J an nary l <5t b t ISO I. 
My Loud, [RcceWed 23rd April, 1801.] 

1 have the satisfaction of informing your Lordship that, on 
the 80 th of December Lord Keith anchored off Marmonee 
on the coast of Caramania, with one division of the armament 
against Egypt. The second division reached that destination 
on the 1 st of January. Your Lordship will rejoice to find, 
by the enclosed copies of Lord Keith’s and Sir Ralph Aber- 
cro ruby’s letters to me, that the whole expedition is m the 
highest health and spirits. These papers contain the latest 
intelligence 1 have received on the intentions of the com- 

"Tsubioin accurate lists of the ships and of the land forties. 
I find that, in addition to the 16,000 men as stated m the 
military return, there are 1,000 mfantry, and 1,000 dismounted 
cavalry, on their way to join Sir Ralph Abcrcromby. Sir 
John B. Warren is arrived at Gibraltar, to remain on that 
station during Lord R.oiths absence* 

1 have received no very recent accounts from General 
Koehler. Colonel Murray, who went to the Grand Vizier, 
by order from Sir Ralph A.bereromby, had been repeatedly 
in conference with his Highness, and it was on his comffium- 
cations, combined with other informations, that bit v “'i’ i ms 
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decided upon attacking on the Damietta branch of the Nile 
rather than; by beginning by Alexandria. General Moore 
was to sail from Marmorice on the 4 tn of January, in order 
to combine the whole operation with the Grand Vizier. 

I need not add how anxiously the expedition, that is to 
proceed up the Red Sea, must now he expected. 

I have the honour to he, my Lord. 

Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

ELoin* 


No. ex xvi. 

The Marquess Hdltsley to the Resident at Lye know, 
jcjlfij, Fort William, April 1801. 

I have received your several letters noted in the margin,* 
and the Persian translator has laid before me a translation 
of the letter from his Excellency the Vizier in reply to mine 
to his Excellency of the 22 nd of January, 

The temper and disposition of mind in which Ids Excel 
leney appears to have entered into the discussion of the im¬ 
portant subjects of my letter to his Excellency of the 22nd 
of January, and the general spirit and tenor ol his reply to 
that letter have excited iny serious concern. ITis Ex¬ 
cellency's conduct, on this occasion, has been as unex¬ 
pected as it has been evidently incompatible with the dig¬ 
nity of his station, with the interests of his government; and 
people, and with the gratitude due from him to the Com¬ 
pany. 

The magnitude of the questions discussed in my letter to 
Ids Excellency, the alarming facts submitted to Iris observa¬ 
tion, and the necessary conclusions deduced from those facts, 
as well as from his Excellency's reiterated declarations, might 
have been expected to engage his Excellency's deliberate and 
sincere attention, and to have induced him to enter into the 
subject of my propositions with a spirit of candour and jus¬ 
tice 


* IBth February ; fitli, 7th, and 16th nf March. 
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lijs Excellency hat met my anxious Endeavours to 
avert the evils now menacing his dominions, not by an open 
and distinct c onsideration of the akeVnative proposed to him, 
but by a studious suppression of the most material facts of 
the case, by an erroneous representation of the only argu¬ 
ment which he has noticed, and by an evident design to evade 
the irresistible inference resulting from all the former com¬ 
munications which have passed with his Excellency since the 
commencement of my administration. 

The artful and uncandid manner in which his Excellency 
has combined the several extracts which he has quoted from 
my correspondence, ami from your totters, anti those of Sir 
A lured Clarke, together with the inference which his Excel¬ 
lency attempts to draw from those papers manifest a design 
on the part of his Excellency to evade the substance and 
spirit of all his communications to you relative to the failure 
of his resources. 

His Excellency has totally suppressed all reference to the 
acknowledgment which he has repeatedly and explicitly made, 
particularly in his letter to you of the 89 th of Jeftfaudy Cos- 
sauny 1215 of the defective state of the collections, of the ru¬ 
bious condition of the country, and of the evils and abuses 
which pervade every branch of the adminisf ration of Oude. His 
Excellency now coniines his complaint solely to the pressure 
of the charges arising from the continuance of that remaining 
portion of his own troops whose dismission from his service 
has been delayed exclusively by his own unfortunate and er¬ 
roneous policy in direct opposition to my advice, and to your 
assiduous representations* 

Hi* Excellency's embarrassments must certainly be aggra¬ 
vated in a high degree by h^ determination to retain in his 
service so considerable a proportion of those licentious arid 
disorderly troops whose disaffection has been proved in every 
hour of trial, and whose turbulent spirit has repeatedly vio¬ 
lated tlie peace of his country, defied Ins authority, and en¬ 
dangered his life* 

It is, however, a source of satisfaction to me to reflect that 
the removal of this cause of embarrassment is within His Ex¬ 
cellency’s own power. His Excellency's assertion that his 
embarrassments have arisen from the charges of tha?t part of 
hi* own troops which he lias continued in his service, will 
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enable you to renew,, with peculiar advantage, your recom¬ 
mendation to his Excellency to dismiss those troops without 
further delay, and I accordingly direct you to urge Ilia Excel¬ 
lency with the utmost earnestness, assiduity, mid perfever- 
ance, to carry into immediate effect, this important and indis¬ 
pensable measure. 

You will, however, be careful to avoid, any argunryji or 
any proceeding which might induce his Excellency tb con¬ 
strue your earnestness upon this point, into an admission of 
the truth of his Excellency’s assertion respecting the sole 
cause of his embarrassments, nor will you encourage tiny ex¬ 
pectation in his Excellency’s mind that my public duty can 
permit me to rest satisfied with his Excellency’s adoption of 
my advice ill the single instance of disbanding the remainder 
of ilia disorderly troops, while all the complicated evils re¬ 
sulting from the vicious system of the civil administration of 
his government shall continue in full operation. 

The facts and conclusions detailed in my last letter to his 
Excellency ought to have convinced him that my determina¬ 
tion as expressed in that letter was the result of. the most 
mature reflection, arising from a deliberate and dispassionate 
conviction of the existence of an Insuperable necessity, and 
confirmed by his Excellency’s representations, and by the 
progressive experience of every hour. A decision formed 
with such deliberation, founded on such principles, and di¬ 
rected to such objects, cannot be rclinijuished with levity or 
precipitation. 

His Excellency has not controverted one of the facts .or 
principles on which that determination was founded. Recent 
events have enforced the spirit of both, and have manifested 
that the issue of all the propositions which 1 submitted to his 
Excellency's acceptance in my tetter of i22d January must ul¬ 
timately involve the fate of his Excellency’s fertile but declin¬ 
ing dominions, the security of the Company’s contiguous pro¬ 
vinces, and the happiness of a numerous and industrious but 
suffering people. 

Entrusted with the charge of such extensive interests, 1 
am resolved never to recede from any measure evidently de¬ 
manded by the exigency of my arduous duty : and I consider 
it to bo my positive duty to resort to any extremity rather 
than to suffer the further progress of that ruin to which the 



interests of his Excellency and of the Honourable Company 
are exposed, by the abuses actually existing in the cb.il and 
military administration of the Province of foude. 

His Excellency has not only_ admitted the existence of 
these evils and abuses, but has solicited the direct aid and 
interference of the British Government as the only mode of 
effectu al r4ncdy. 

The transactions of every day within his Excellency's domi¬ 
nions furnish additional proof Chat these erils augment to sucii 
an alarming degree, as must speedily impair the resources 
of the state, and must frustrate all his Excellency’s effort* to 
fulfil his engagements with the British Government. The 
violent measures recently adopted by one of his Excellency s 
Annuls in the neighbourhood of Lucknow, for the purpose of 
extorting the revenue, exhibits a forcible example of the op¬ 
pressions which pervade his Excellency s dominions, and 
which are probably aggravated in proportion to the distance 
from the seat of Government. 

An immediate alteration in the system of management 
affords the only hope of providing either for the security of 
the Company’s military funds, or for any other interest impli¬ 
cated in the destiny of Oude. 

The necessity of such a change his Excellency has repeat¬ 
edly admitted. He lias accompanied that admission by an 
acknowledgement of his own utter inability to carry into effec t 
this indispensable reform. 

Under these circumstances, to introduce a wise and lenient 
system of administration, to diffuse happiness and prosperity 
among the inhabitants of his Excellency’s dominions, to re¬ 
store "the vigour of the public resources, and to provide for 
the internal and external security and tranquillity of the 
country, no course now remains but the direct substitution 
of the Company's management in plnGe of abuses, which 
no exertion of his Excellency s power can enable him to 
controul, 

It would be vain and fruitless to attempt this arduous task 
by partial interference, or by imperfect modifications of a 
system, of which every principle is founded in error and im¬ 
policy, and every instrument tainted with injustice and cor¬ 
ruption. 

The experience of every hour has served to confirm the 
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my former declaration, t( that the Province of Oude 
cannot otherwise be preserved than by the gradtiaUand 
pillar operation of a system of administration, founded on 
principles of substantial justice and of comprehensive policy, 
ancl enforced by all the power arid energy of the British 
Government/’ 

The complete introduction of the British authority and 
management, in the civil as welt as the military aduvmi vtyatiou* 
of the whole Province of Oude would evidently combine mor< 
advantages to every party interested in the prosperity of that 
country than could be attained by any other arrangement. 

By the stipulations which form a part of the first of the 
twd propositions offered to his Excellency’s acceptance, his 
Excellency would be relieved from the cares and hazards of 
a situation to which he has declared himself unequal, Effec¬ 
tual provision would be made for Ids Excellency s comfort, 
affluence and dignity, and for the situation of his family. 

The stipends of the families of Sbujah Doulali and Asofoo 
lOoulah, and the existing pensions and jaggeers of persons 
now entitled to those provisions would be continued and 
secured* arid his Excellency would be relieved from the 
heavy but yi'jst burthen of the debts of his predecessor. 

The happiness of his au'Ay^cts. and ^w./wosperity of the 
country, would he established on a desirable basis ; int, ha¬ 
zard of a failure in the resources of the country, and the 
danger of internal commotion and of external attack, would be 
effectually precluded. 

Under the second Proposition, although his Excellency 
would be effectually secured against the attempts of any ex¬ 
ternal enemies to disturb the tranquillity of his possessions, 
he would still be exposed to all the hazards of internal dis¬ 
cord, and of popular disaffection ; and although the danger 
which now menace a failure in the payment of the subsidy* 
would be effectually precluded, the evils, abuses, and oppres¬ 
sions of the civil administration; would continue to operate 
with considerable violence in the territory remaining in his 
Excellency’s hands. 

Tin* foregoing considerations have determined me to make 
another effort to obtain his Excellency's consent to the terms 
of the first proposition. 

VOL. II. 
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^■^^tfhis Excellency should persist in his rejection of that 
salutary arrangement, the same considerations must confirm 
my resolution to adhere to the just arid indispensable demand 
of territorial security* 

I accordingly direct you to avail yourself of the earliest 
opportunity to renew the negotiation entrusted to your 
charge by my instructions of the SSd January,* The fore¬ 
going observations will suggest the requisite arguments for the 
support of the first proposition in preference to the second. 
You will therefore press this important point upon liis Excel¬ 
lency with the utmost degree of earnestness; and you will en¬ 
deavour to obtain his Excellency's consent to enter into a 
negotiation for the conclusion of a treaty upon the basis of 
that which you have already proposed to him, or with 
such modifications as you have been authorized to make, or 
as circumstances may appear to you to render advisable, 
without departing from the general tenor and spirit of my 
instructions upon that head. In discussing this subject it 
will he proper to remind his Excellency that the first proppjl 
sition is founded on his own deliberate and formal decla¬ 
ration J that he was utterly unable to administer tliti affairs 
of his Government; that u his mind was uttatbj^withdrawn 
from the ,mWn t JS a people >viio were neither 1 pleased 

him, nor he with them; and with whose evil dispositions, 
enmity, disobedience and negligence, he was completely 
disgusted/ 1 

You will further express to his Excellency my surprize, 
that under a manifest and increasing aggravation of all those 
tircumstances of vexation and difficulty, of embarrassed re¬ 
sources, of internal discord, and of popular discontent and di s¬ 
affection which originally induced him to make a formal 
avowal of his own incapacity and disqualification, his Excel¬ 
lency should now decline to enter into any discussion of his 
former resolution; and although he originally solicited my 
attention to his desire of resigning the exercise of the govern¬ 
ment at a moment when his abdication was entirely unex¬ 
pected by me, that he should now reject every possible mo¬ 
dification of his own suggestion, peremptorily declaring that 


See j>, 422 , 
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his consent to the first proposition is altogether impracti¬ 
cable, 

Should his Excellency, however, persist in his absolute 
rejection of that proposition* it will then become your duty 
to impress upon his Excellency's mind, the unavoidable ne¬ 
cessity of bis a escence in the second proposition, as 
founded upon tfi'c m^si indisputable principles oi right and 
justice, \ 

With the view to assist your judgment in stating to 
his Excellency the right of the Company to demand terri¬ 
torial security for the payment off the subsidy, I shall here 
advert to some of the leading principles on vriicfi^dltf^ right 
is founded. 

The evils and abuses of the existing system of admtmstto' 1 " 
tion in Oude have gradually impaired the resources of the 
state; and these causes of decay in the revering of the coun¬ 
try must continue to operate with increased and accelerated 
effect, and ultimately must disable his Excellency from ful¬ 
filling his pecuniary engagements with the Company. 

This argument is sufficiently proved by the actual state of 
the country and government. His Excellency has indeed* in 
bis last letter, omitted his accustomed complaints of the state 
of the country and government, but liis repeated declara¬ 
tions to you and to me respecting the confused condition of 
his affairs* and the distress and decline of the country, added 
to my positive knowledge and to the public notoriety of the 
fact, justify a serious apprehension of the approaching failure 
of those resources on which the security for the payment of 
the subsidy must depend. 

The punctuality of his Excellency's present payments, on 
which his Excellency founds n conclusion that the necessity 
of a territorial cession is altogether precluded, neither dimi¬ 
nishes the apprehension of his speedy failure, nor in any de¬ 
gree affects the right of the Company to a satisfactory secu¬ 
rity against the operation of evils of which the existence is 
evident* anti the effect certain. It is evident that to refrain 
from demanding adequate security until the resources of the 
country shall actually have failed, would be to defeat all ex¬ 
pectation of attaining the security to which the Company is 
entitled. The resources which had been found inadequate to 
the regular payment of the subsidy must prove still more 
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heavy 


insufficient to support the addiliomd hinihen of a 
arrear. 

His Excellency has, indeed, .pledged his private resources 
m addition to the resources of tho atstc* for the payment of 
the arrears of subsidy; Imt the extent of his Excellency's 
private resources is uncertain,, and wirfa ■:'wK species of se¬ 
curity from its nature imist be fiuctuaGcg and precarious, it 
imwt also depend on the resources of the country, and con- 
quently must bo affected by the xanot causes winch produce 
a failure in the payment of the subsidy. 

Neither the letter not* (the spirit of the emitting treaty 
could jr^fiy'inoBritish G ovorument in delaying: the demand 
of satisfactory secirifry to a period of time when such ade- 
mi^id must prove altogether nugator y. The intention of the 
contracting parties could not have been to pledge their faith 
to im impracticable md fruitless stipulation. At the time 
when the treaty was concluded, his Excellency considered 
himself to he bound to secure the Company against the evil 
effects of any possible failure in the payment of the sub¬ 


sidy. 

On his Excellency’s accession to the Musnucl a hope was 
entertained that his Excellency would improve the resources 
of the country £o a degree amply sufficient to secure the pay¬ 
ment of the subsidy against any hazard of failure. 

The disappointment of that hope cannot exonerate his 
Excellency from a responsibility which the altered state of 
circumstances has rendered more urgent 

The intention of the British Government could not have 
been to confine its claim of security to a period of time when 
the resources of the count 17 should be adequate to the pay¬ 
ment of the subsidy, ami to relinquish that claim when the 
approaching failure of the public resources should hazard 
the irretrievable loss of that important branch of the Com¬ 
pany’s revenue. 

This right of demanding security is not confined to the 
extent of seventy-six lacs, the amount of the former subsidy. 
11, k equally applicable to the funds necessary for defraying 
the expcuces of the additional force. The necessity of sta¬ 
tioning the additional force in Oude is indisputable, and the 
consequent rights of the Company, under the existing treaty 
arise from that necessity. 
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Whatever may be my confidence ilicit his Excellent: 
continue to discharge, with punctuality, the current kist; 
subsidy while lie can derive funds for the payment of tliejn 
from the resources ofhis country, T cannot forget, that the 
ruinous system of the existing administration, and the de¬ 


structive operation of the evils, abuses, and oppressions 
which prevail throughout his country, deprive his Excellency 
of all permanent security for the stability of those resources, 
from which alone lie now derives the means of fulfilling his 
pecuniary engagements with the Company. 

His Excellency has virtually destroyed the force of any 
argument founded on the punctuality of liis past payments by 
admitting the ruinous state of the country, by aeknowledmg 
im apprehension of an impending failure of his resources, 
and by declaring his own mcompetency to remove the causes 


of those evils. 

With a view to evade a compliance with the proposition for 
a territorial security, Ins Excellency has announced in ins 
letter to me, an expectation of deriving ample profits from 
bringing the country into a flourishing condition. From an 
early period after his Excellency's accession to the Musnud 
down to this day, his Excellency has never ceased to complain 
of the disorders and confusion existing in his dominions* but 
hitherto no effort has been made on his Excellency’s part to 


improve the system of his civil administration* or to avert the 
evils and dangers of which he has expressed his apprehension, 
and of which he lias repeatedly experienced the effects. It 
has always been evident tn me, that those mischiefs were 
insurmountable by any exertion of his Excellency’s power. 
Under a similiar impression, his Excellency has deliberately 
avowed his despair of introducing any effectual reform into 
the system of his administration; after such a course of ex¬ 
perience, and after such plain and repeated confessions; under 
the pressure of accumulated embarrassments ; without an)* 
encrease of power ; without any additional means of action ; 
without any change of principle or practice; his Excellency 
at this moment suddenly announces an expectation of ample 
profits, by bringing the country into a flourishing condition. 
H is Excellency cannot reasonably hope to induce me by this 
unsupported assertion, to rest the interests of the Company 
in the province of Oude, on a foundation so precarious and 
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insecure as the expectation of an improvement, obstructed by 
the whole system of his government, and by every relative 
circumstance in the state of his affairs. 

Ilia Excellency has further stated, that his expectation of 
ample profits from the country would be entirely cut ofF, anti 
that a heavy loss would accrue to him from what he has 
termed, a separation of his territory* 

His Excellency cannot justly apply this phrase to an ar¬ 
rangement which would place a portion of his territory in the 
hands of those with whose interests his own are indissolubly 
united, whose justice placed him on the Musnud, and whose 
power now supports him in that exalted station* He cannot 
reasonably consider it as a separation of territory, and a heavy 
loss to him to consent to an arrangement, under which the 
wise and benevolent administration of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany would call forth all the resources of the ceded country, 
and would apply them to the defence of his remaining domi¬ 
nions, while the happiness and prosperity of the people subject 
to the Company’s Government would be effectually secured* 

As the districts to be ceded will be taken at the amount of 
their actual Jutntna, his Excellency's finances would be im¬ 
proved in proportion to the amount by which the actual 
collections from those districts are inferior to their present 
Jumma. 

You have demonstrated to his Excellency in your memorial 
of the 16 th of March, the advantages which his Excellency 
would derive with respect to the defence ami security of his 
dominions from the local position of the districts proposed 
to be ceded, and you have proved the fallacy of the illusory 
expectation, professed to be entertained by his Excellency, of 
increasing the produce of those districts under his own 
management, 

In discussing this subject with his Excellency you will not 
fail to place the same arguments in the strongest point of 
view. 

In your discussions with his Excellency, you will advert to 
the example of his Highness the Nizam, on a similar though 
less urgent occasion, and you will state to his Excellency, that 
although the hazard of failure in the Nizam's territorial re- 
*ourees bore no proportion to the dangers winch menace the 
most alarming defalcation in the revenues of Oudc, yet the 
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Ntoin wisely considered, that by securing the funds for the 
payment of the subsidiary force beyond the hazard of fail* 
ure under a territorial grant, his Highness provided the 
most effectual security for the protection and prosperity oi 
his dominions in the Deccan. 

You will convey to the Nawaub Vizier iny confident ex¬ 
pectation that under circumstances of infinitely greater 
urgency, and of more confirmed necessity, his Excellency 
will not neglect to profit by this salutary example, in iny 
reply to his Excellency’s last letter, which has already been 
transmitted to you by the Persian translator * 1 have entered 
into a detailed discussion of the preceding topics and i have 
declared to his Excellency my unalterable resolution never 
to recede from the demand of territorial security, if he should 
still persist in rejecting the terms of the first proposition. 

Undo/ this decided determination, any further reference to 
me from Oude is unnecessary ; I therefore empower you to 
act under the instructions contained in this letter withou 

waiting for additional orders. , . . ,1 

If therefore, his Excellency should persist m rejecting both 

propositions, you will inform him that any ^ 
strances to me upon this subject will be unavailing, that y 
are directed to insist upon the immediate cession of the ■ - 
ritory, proposed to be transferred to the Company, and < 
in the event of his Excellency’s refusal to issue the necessary 
orders for that purpose, you are authorized to direct the 
British troops to march for the purpose of establishing the 
authority of the British Government within those districts. 

I trust', however, that the arguments which I 
to his Excellency, and which you will personally enfor 
according to the tenor of this despatch, wid mi i ' 
Excellency to conform to one of the two proposition • 
mined to his consideration, and that no necessity will occur 
of resorting to extremities for the security of the onipany ■ 
ights, and for the preservation of the combined interests o 


r, 


the two states in the province of Oude. . 

I was much gratified to be informed by Ins LxceUcncy » 
last letter that he is prepared to discharge the arrears due 


* i\\ B. EdmoftsUme.t bsq- 
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of the additional troops serving in the province 
of Oude. You have already been furnished with the docu¬ 
ments necessary to enable you to prepare *a statement of those 
arrears, anti you have received the communication of my 
orders, to require his Excellency's immediate discharge of the 
amount. 

ft is my decided opinion, that a proportion of the expenses 
attending the embassy of Captain Malcolm, and of Mohdi 
Ali Khan into Persia, is justly chargeable to bis Excellency's 
account. The primary object of both those embassies, was 
the security of his Excellency’s dominions, by averting the 
* long threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah, 

Mehcli Ali Khan was despatched to Persia for that purpose, 
by the Government of Bombay, in 179$, and was actually 
successful in exciting the Government of Persia, to aid the 
Prince Mahmood Shah in the recovery of his possessions, 
and Zemaun Shah was in consequence diverted from carry¬ 
ing into effect those designs against his Excellency’s posses¬ 
sions in Qude, which have recently been disclosed by the 
papers found in the palace of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 

Captain Malcolm 1ms been employed in negotiating an 
arrangement at the Court of Persia, calculated to prevent any 
return of th$ same danger to his Excellency's dominions* 
His Excellency cannot justly dispute the obligation to dis¬ 
charge a proportion of the expenses incurred for the express 
purpose of averting from his territories the dangers of a for¬ 
midable invasion. 

You will hereafter be furnished with a statement of those 
charges ; in the meantime I desire that you will communicate 
to bis Excellency my intention of making this demand. 

You will, however, inform his Excellency, that in the event 
of his acceptance of the first proposition, 1 shall be ready to 
take into consideration an equitable modification of the just 
demand of the Company upon him, as well on account of 
the arrears of subsidy for the additional force serving in 
Oude, as on account of the charges of both embassies to 
Persia, and that these demands (in the case supposed) may 
admit of considerable abatement. 

I am, &e. 

Wellesley. 
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Th< Sfarqttm lEdlcdctj £o the Earl of Elgin, + 

My Lord, Fort William, May 6th, i 801 

I have had the honour to receive your Excellency's several 
despatches noted in the margin.* 

My acknowledgements are due to your Excellency For fhc 
many interesting and important documents, which you have 
done me the honour to transmit. 

The accounts which those despatches have conveyed of the 
safe arrival of Sir .Ralph Aber crumby, and of the troops 
under his command, in the vicipity of Egypt, are in the high¬ 
est degree satisfactory. 

The superiority of die British troops, added to the zeal 
and ardour for the success of the general cause, which now 
appears to animate the Turkish army, promise a happy issue 
to the important enterprise in winch they are engaged. 

The importance of compelling the French to evacuate 
Egypt, is greatly increased by the late disastrous eventsmn 
the Continent of Europe, and by the probability of a wSi 
between England and Russia. 

Your Excellency will have been apprized by iny last des¬ 
patch, dated the 7th of March, of the measures adopted by 
the British Government in India, for carrying into effect his 
Majesty's commands, to co-operate with the force under Sir 
Ralph Abcrcromby, by a powerful division of British troops 
from India, on the side of the Red Sea. 

The two battalions of native infantry amounting to 1,000 
men, ordered to be holden in readiness for embarkation at 
Bombay, sailed from that place on the 4th and 12th of March, 
and will probably have reached Mocha before the close of 
that month. The progress of that division ot the troops 


* Four private letters dated Kith December, 1800, received IQth March, 
1801; two ditto, 17tb December, 1800, received 10th March, 1801; 
Nos. 1, 2 t and 3, Kith January, 180], No. 4, IJJtb .January, 1801, No. 5, 
mb January, !80J T received 23rd April; private—dated 20th February, 
jrereived 7th May, 1801. 







appointed for the expedition, which was assembled at Cey¬ 
lon, has been retarded by causes which could not be 
foreseen. 


The Honourable Colonel Wellesley commanding the troops 
assembled at that place, having been furnished by the go¬ 
vernment of Fort St, George, with copies of the Right Hon, 
Henry Dundaa’s despatches of the 6th and 10th of October, 
1800 , anticipated my determination to conform to the requi¬ 
sition contained in those despatches, and was induced by 
various considerations connected with the speedy and effec¬ 
tual execution of that design, to proceed with the troops 
under his command to Bombay, and there to await my in¬ 
structions for the conduct of the expedition* 

Colonel Wellesley accordingly sailed with the whole of the 
troops, excepting one regiment of Europeans, which was left 
at Ceylon for want of tonnage, and arrived at Bombay with 
the greater part of the troops on the £lst of March. 

In the meantime Major-General Baird sailed for Ceylon, 
for the purpose of taking the command of the troops, accord¬ 
ing to the arrangement communicated to your Lordship in 
my last despatch. 

Major-General Baird on his arrival at Ceylon, finding that 
the troops bad embarked for Bombay, followed them imme¬ 
diately, and arrived on the Slat of March at that presidency* 
On the 6th ultimo, all the troops from Ceylon had arrived at 
Bombay, and had reimbayked for Mocha, excepting a small 
proportion which hud been compelled to touch at Goa, whence 
they were ordered to proceed directly to Mocha. Measures 
have been taken to supply the place of the regiment left at 
Ceylon. 

It is probable that the troops which sailed from Bombay 
in the beginning of March, will have proceeded up the Red 
JSea from Mocha without waiting for the remainder of the 
armament, and it may be expected that the whole will he in 
a situation to combine their operations by the end of this 
month* 

I am, however, of opinion that the success or the failure of 
the expedition under Sir Ralph Abcrcromby, will have been 
decided before the arrival of the armament at the head of 
the Red Sea. 

The unavoidably late arrival in India of his Majesty’s orders 
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for employing a body of troops from this quarter; to co-operate 
in the expulsion of the French from Egypt, would probably 
under any circumstances, have prevented the arrival of the 
force destined for that service at the scene of its operations* 
in time to co-operate with the army under Sir Ildlph 
Abercroraby. 

i have the honour to be, 

Wellesley* 


No* CXXVilL 

Mr. Wickham to the Marquess Welle dry, 

Vienna, 29th January, 1801. 

My Lord, [Received 9th May, 1801.] 

By a messenger who is going with despatches to your 
Lordship, I forward an extract of one of mine to Lord Gren¬ 
ville/ containing the only information, I have receivedyon 
the subject of the intended expedition to the Isles of FrKnce, 
and Bourbon, since my letter of the Kith of November, from 
Cremsmunster.f I have, however, lost several letters since 
the Austrian retreat, and have reason to believe, that some 
communications upon that subject have mis carried. 

We are here in hourly expectation of seeing a separate 
peace concluded Ivy Austria* The Archduke Charles joined 


* jExtract of a Despatch firm Mr. Wickham to the Right Honourable Lord 
Grenville* doted Vienna^ 25 th January 1801* 

As to the intended expedition to the Isles of France and Bourhon, of 
which 1 spoke in my despaf.ch of last November, No. 132* I am still posU 
lively assured* that it is as much ils ever in Contemplation though great 
pains arc taken to conceal its real destination, and that the vessels of which 
it is composed appear to make a part of the *St. Domingo squadron, of the 
destination of which I also spoke in my despatch No. 15?, 

It is suggested that the Red Sea may make a part of the object of the 
expedition, hat that ltv first destination is the I ale of France, the depen¬ 
dence of which tt is accessary first to secure* 
f See p* dlT 
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e arriiy, after it had sustained several successive defeats, 
and was absolutely incapable of any exertion whatever. An 
armistice, concluded on the 26 th ultimo, when the army was 
on the banks of the Brian, about six posts from here saved 
the capital and probably the empire. 

The Archduke Charles has been made Field “Marshal, and 
President of the Council of War, and is now entirely at the 
head of affairs* Baron Thttgut retires, after some faint at¬ 
tempts to act in concert with \m Royal Highness, 

It is a question whether we shall go to war with the North¬ 
ern Powers or no* Appearances seem at this moment to be 
in favour of peace, as Sweden and Denmark have shown 
some symptons of returning intellect in consequence of 
which the Emperor of Russia has sent away both their minis¬ 
ters from Petersburg!!, 

I shall remain with the army, whose head-quarters are 
at S'beit (a short league from hence) until the peace, and pos¬ 
sibly at Vienna some months longer, and shall not fail to 
forward to your Lordship any thing of consequence that f 
may receive from France, in any way relating to the British 
settlements in the East, 

In the meantime I have the honour to remain, with very 
high and sincere respect and regard, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient and 
faithful humble servant, 

W. Wickham* 


Sl 
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Mr, if lckhim to the Marquess fFelkbktf* 

My Loro, Viera naj let February, 1601 * 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that a squadron 
of seven sail of the line dropped down from Brest harbour, 
into Bcrthauine Roads, in the evening of the 8th ultimo, and 
sailed from thence at five in the afternoon, of the 9 th. Its 
destination is unknown, but as it is conjectured that it may 
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intended either for the ftcd Sg&, or the iVI editor ran can t 1 
lose no lime in informing your Lordship of the event, It 
appears that the whole was out of sight of land on the morn¬ 
ing of the 1 0 th and it was believed at Brest, that the squadron 
hud escaped the observation of the British fleet* 
i have the honour to he, 
with sincere respect and regard, my Lord, 

You r Lovd ship’s m ost fa i t b fu l a i id 
obedient servant, 

W. Wickham. 


P.8* Supposed force of the squadron that sailed from Brest 
of the 8th, and 9 th ultimo, commanded by Admiral Gan- 
theaume ; L'Indivisible, Le Formidable, L'Indomptable, of 
eighty guns; La Constitution, he Desaix, he di,v /lout, he 
Jean Bart, of seventy-four each. The Bruvoure and Creole 
frigates, carrying eighteen pounders, and two luggers, it is 
not known whether they have troops on board or no. 

W. W. 
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The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Hon. Henry fJundas. 

Mr dear Sir, Barrack pore, May 10th, 180!. 

1 . The object of this despatch is to intimate to you, my 
sentiments on the plans which you appear to have in contem¬ 
plation relative to the permanent government ot the Island ot 
Coylon, if that possession should remain in our hands aftci 

the peace. „ , , , 

3 . The present civil establishment of Ceylon is certainly a 
heavy burthen on the finances of the Company in India, and 
as far as relates to them, it would he a relief to throw the 
burthen of the civil Government of Ceylon on the Crown. 
With respect to the European force to lie maintained for the 
defence of that island, I think it might be provided without 
coy addition to the number of 18,000 effective infantry, which 
I proposed in my latter of the 13 th duly, 1800 , for the w hole 




^bfour present Indian Empire, continental, as well as insular, 
including Ceylon, the Moluccas, Malacca, and Goa, as a 
British possession. 


3* The revenue of Ceylon is not adequate to the payment 
of the necessary establishments under a separate royal go¬ 
vernment 5 nor can I think, that the revenue of that Island 
will be found answerable to its necessary expenditure under 
a separate government, if ever, for many years to come. The 
deficiency must, therefore, be provided from home, if Ceylon 
be entirely separated from the general Government of India. 
To meet this charge at home, the cargoes of cinnamon, and 
the investment of Ceylon, might possibly be taken by the 
Crown; still however, an advance must annually be made by 
Parliament for the expenses of Ceylon, to be balanced by the 
sale of its investment, as the charges of our colonies in the 
West Indies may be balanced by the duties levied on the 
produce of those colonies. But I rather suppose that the 
Crown would take no direct concern in the commercial invest¬ 
ment, but would leave that trade, either to the East India 
Company, or to private traders under certain regulations, and 
that the Crown would levy duties on the trade, as a more 
natural and proper mode of drawing a resource from the 
possession of Ceylon. 

4, The transfer of the civil and military expense of Ceylon 
to the Crown, would render that part of our Indian Empire 
a charge on the public of the United Kingdom, and would be 
substantially the same measure which you so earnestly depre¬ 
cate. For the direct operation of such an arrangement ne¬ 
cessarily must be to render that part of our Indian Empire a 
burthen upon the mother country, and to have recourse to 
the public finances at home, for the payment of that branch 
of our Indian establishments. 

5* In this view of the subject, therefore, the account between 
the British Islands and India, would stand, precisely the 
same as if aid were to be granted by Parliament, to a similar 
extent, in the shape of direct assistance to the finances of the 
East India Company, holding Ceylon as a territorial posses¬ 
sion, and defraying the general charges of that possession, 
together with those of the continental empire of India, 

fi. In this case, as in the separate case of Ceylon, if annexed 
to the Crown, the public would be remunerated by the duties 
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trade, 
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^lateral benefits re- 
Britain in the 
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7 . It appears to me, however, to be a perfectly just and 
reasonable statement in taking a general view of the expecta¬ 
tions which you have held out at various times to Parliament 
respecting India, to exclude from the account altogether, the 
charge of Ceylon, and of our possessions acquired from the 
Dutch in the Eastern Seas, of Goa, anti perhaps of all our 
acquisitions in the East obtained from European powers 
during the present war. 

8 . But the same benefit must in reason and justice be 
allowed to the Government of India, and to the credit of the 
Company's finances; and with this allowance, after having 
excluded the charges of those acquisitions, a large surplus 
revenue would certainly accrue applicable to the combined 
purposes of reducing debt, and of nuuutaining commercial 
investment. 

9 . As far as the questions of expense and finance are to be 
viewed distinctly from other branches of political considera¬ 
tion, j am convinced that the revenue of Ceylon would be 
infinitely better administered, and more productive, and that 
its expenses would be much more moderate, if it were per¬ 
manently annexed as a province to the Government of bort 
St. George, than if it be retained as a separate and distinct 
Government under the Crown, 

10. The permanent annexation of Ceylon to the Crown, 
while the continent of India shall remain under the Govern¬ 
ment of the East India Company, is however, a measure more 
important in my estimation with respect to its political, than 
to its financial operation. 

11 * It is essential to the vigour of this Empire, that the 
administration of all its parts should be uniform, frames upon 
the same system, combined by similar principles, and directed 
to similar objects and views. Unity of power, and an invam- 
ble correspondence of system and action throughout the 
whole fabric of our government, are the beat securities which 
can be provided against the dangers to which we are neces¬ 
sarily exposed in India, by the vast extent of our possessions, 
and by the variety of interests which they embrace* If to the 
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nattiral principles of division and discord, resulting from the 
remote position of our provinces, and from tire differences of 
local prejudice and conflicting interests, be added the esta¬ 
blishment of distinct authorities, different in substance and in 
form from the general government of the Empire, and exempt 
from its control, the weakness of overgrown dominion must 
ultimately fall upon us, and in every arduous crisis our power 
will be found inefficient in proportion to its nominal magni¬ 
tude and extent. 

lg. Whatever, therefore, may be the nature of that Govern¬ 
ment which the wisdom of Parliament may permanently esta¬ 
blish for India, I hold two principles to be indispensable to 
its permanent efficiency and vigour. 

First , that every part of the empire in India, continental 
as well as insular, shall be subject to the general control of 
one undivided authority; which shall possess energy in peace, 
to maintain order, connection and harmony between all the 
dispersed branches of out dominion, and to extend equal" 
benefits of good government to every class of our numerous 
and various subjects; and in war, to direct every spring of 
action to similar and correspondent movements, to concen¬ 
trate every resource in an united effort, and by systematic 
subordination, to diffuse such a spirit of alacrity and promp¬ 
titude to the remotest extremities of the Empire, as shall 
secure the co-operation of every part in any exigency which 
may demand the collective strength of the whole. 

Secondly, that the constitution of every branch of the 
empire should be similar and uniform; and above all, that 
no subordinate part should be so constituted as in any re¬ 
spect to hold a rivalry of dignity even in form with the Su- 
preme Power, 

IS. The distinction between the Royal Power and that of 
the Company is perfectly understood by the natives of India, 
and more sensibly felt by them than by any class of persons 
in Europe, Even by Europeans in India a degree of respect 
is attached to the representation of the Royal Power, which 
they either boldly refuse, or reluctantly yield to the Com¬ 
pany's Government. 

14, The application of these principles to the case of Cey¬ 
lon would lead me to submit most seriously to your constdera- 
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he absolute necessity of preserving the control of the 
jovernor-General in Council over the Government of Ceylon 
entire, ami in the fullest efficiency; without this control the 
possession of Ceylon, instead of being as you justly estimate 



it, the great bulwark of this Empire, may become nearly as 
useless to the common cause as if it were in the hands of a 
neutral power* 

liK An independent Governor of Ceylon, acting in the 
King’s name, might prove the source of the most dangerous 
confusion and distraction in the bosom of our dominions. In 
the next place, I should feel it to be my duty to represent to 
you, that if the Governor of Ceylon shall permanently hold 
a commission, civil and military, from the Crown, the Go* 
vernor^General should hold a commission, civil as well as 
military, from the same authority. Without this arrange¬ 
ment! I doubt whether it would be possible permanently to 
maintain an efficient control over Ceylon when annexed to the 
Crown, 

16* An anxiety for the good government of India being the 
common sentiment of your mind and of mine, will be iny ex¬ 
cuse for having submitted those ideas to you, you will use 
them according to your discretion. 


I have the honour to be, &e, 

Wellesley. 


No. CXXXL 

Xhe Marqtms fPeUe&iey to the flight Hon. the President of the Board of 
Cotnmmionerx for the Affaire of India. 

Sir, Fort William, May 10th, I$0I. 

1st I had the honour to receive his Majesty's commands, 
signified in your letter of the 14th of January, 1801, by ex¬ 
press overland, on the 7th instant. 

2nd, I proceeded, without delay, to carry his Majesty s 
pleasure into execution, by taking possession of Serampoor, 
and of all other Danish settlements and factories within the 
immediate reach of my orders, together with all ships, stores, 
VOL. n* t L 
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mA public property belonging to Russia, Denmark, or 
Sweden. 


3rd. Possession was accordingly taken of the settlement of 
Seratnpoor in the night of the 7th instant by a detachment 
of the Hon, Company's native troops from B arrack poor, and 
at the same time two Danish ships were seized in the river 
Hooghley by detachments of his Majesty's troops from Fort 
William, and of the Hon, Company's native troops from Bar- 
raekpoor, No opposition was attempted to either operation, 

l have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No, CXXXIL 

A 7 . B. Edmonstone, Esq. to Harford %/ones f Esq. Resident at Bagdad . 
gi E ^ Fort "William, May llth, 1B0L 

I am directed by his Excellency the most noble the Go¬ 
vernor-General to acknowledge the receipt of your several 
despatches, noted in the margin,* His Lordship desires me 
to convey to you his Lordship a acknowledgements for the 
various interesting communications contained in your des¬ 
patches, 

X am also directed to communicate to you his Lordship's 
commendation of the judicious measures which you have 
adopted to prevent the calamity of the plague from reaching 
Bagdad and Bussorah. 

I am instructed to make acknowledgements, on the part of 
his Lordship, for your judicious observations on the com¬ 
merce of the Gulpk of Persia communicated in your despatch 
of the 16th of October, 1800, 

His Lordship highly approves the zeal and activity which 
you have manifested in facilitating and improving the trans¬ 
mission of packets to and from India; an object which, with 
reference to the state of affairs in Europe and in Egypt, is of 
the most essential importance. His Lordship desires that 
you will continue to pay the most unremitting attention to 

* IhOO, 5th March ; 14th June; Ifilh October; 18th November; 
19th ditto ; 3rd December, 1801. 10th January ; 1st March. 





LGKD CLIVE, 




fmsobject, and in particular, that you will concert with Mr. 
Barker, his Majesty’s Pro-Consul at Aleppo, the means of 
facilitating and securing a communication with the British 
army serving in Egypt under the command of Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, 

His Lordship directs me to communicate to you his appro¬ 
bation of the measures you adopted to secure from the 
Pasha of Bagdad a reception of the Envoy to Persia suit¬ 
able to his station. His Lordship is highly satisfied with the 
distinguished manner in which the Pasha had determined 
to receive Captain Malcolm. 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 

N. B, Edmonstone, 

Sec. to Government, 


No, CXXXUL 


The Marquess tVellesky to the Bight Hon. Lord Clive. 


Furt William, May 28th, 1801, 


My Lord, 


L My determination has long been formed on the important 
subject of the future arrangement of the affairs of the Car¬ 
natic, connected with the conduct and designs of the Nabob 
Omdut id Omrah; but various considerations have hitherto 
prevented me from signifying to your Lordship my final in¬ 
structions for your guidance in that arrangement. 

At the period of time when l received from your Lord- 
ship the result of t he oral examinations taken at Vellore and 
Seringapatam, the critical state of the negotiation depending 
with the Nizam, which has since terminated in the treaty con- 
eluded at Hyderabad on the 12th of October, 1800, appeared 
to me to render it advisable to postpone the adoption of the 
measures required for the security of the Carnatic, The suc¬ 
cessful issue of the negotiation with the Nizam would neces¬ 
sarily lead to a commutation of subsidy for territorial cession ; 
and appeared, therefore, likely to facilitate the arrangement? 
which became indispensably necessary for the Carnatic ; 
while a premature prosecution of these arrangements might 
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impeded, and perhaps frustrated, the successful issue 
of the negotiation at Hyderabad. When the treaty of Hy¬ 
derabad was concluded, I entertained a confident hope of 
being enabled to visit Fort St. George in the course of the 
approaching season, and to assist your Lordship with the 
presence of the supreme authority of these Governments in 
the accomplishment of the final settlement of our affairs with 
the Nabob of Areot. 

3. I continued to entertain this expectation until the arrival 
of the Georgina packet; when I found myself absolutely 
precluded from all hope of being at liberty to quit this Pre¬ 
sidency before the change of the monsoon. At this time the 
peculiar nature of our situation at Fort St. George appeared 
to me to render a personal communication with your Lord- 
ship, or with some public officer, fully apprized of your sen¬ 
timents and of the actual state of affairs in the Carnatic, an 
indispensable preliminary to any specific instructions with 
regard to the course of measures to be pursued with the 
Nabob of Arcot. 1, therefore, signified my anxious wish that 
Mr. Webbe, Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort 
St. George, should proceed to Fort William. 

4, The delay which has occurred has enabled me to re¬ 
ceive the sentiments of the President of the Board of Com¬ 
missioners for the affairs of India, and of the Secret Com¬ 
mittee of the Court of Directors, on the subject of the 


correspondence of the late and present Nabob of Arcot with 
Tippoo Suitaun : those sentiments entirely accord with your 
Lordship’s and with mine on the same subject. Since Mr. 
Webbe’s arrival in Bengal I have carefully revised the docu¬ 
ments connected with every branch of this extraordinary 
transaction; and I now proceed to communicate to your 
Lordship the result of the opinions which l have formed on 
the written evidence of the papers, discovered at Seringapa- 
tam, and on the oral examinations which have been taken by 
the Commissioners appointed by yonr Lordship. 

5. The tendency of those examinations is of a nature, in 
some important parts of the evidence, rather to weaken than 
to confirm the impression made on my mind by the written 
documents. In other branches of the evidence the oral tes¬ 
timony has served to illustrate and to strengthen the proofs 
afforded by the correspondence discovered at Seringapatam. 
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oiMjjining the result of the whole body of proof, together 
with all the explanations given by the vakeels Gholuum Alt 
Khan and All Tleza Khun, my judgement is convinced of the 
criminal purpose, and of the actual endeavours of the late 
and present Nabob of Arcot to establish an union of interests 
with the late Tip poo Sultatm, incompatible with the existing 
engagements between the Nabob of the Carnatic and the 


Company, and tending to subvert the British power in the 
peninsula of India. 

6* It is my intention to record with the least practicable 
delay the course of reasoning, which i have drawn from the 
papers discovered in Seriiigapatam, from the subsequent pro¬ 
ceedings of the Commissioners, and from the general tenor 
of the conduct of the Nabob Mahommed Ali, and of his 
Highness's son the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah* I shall trans¬ 
mit this detailed review of the evidence to your Lordship at 
a future period, A 7 our Lordship is so fully acquainted with 
every part of the evidence, us not to require any recapitula¬ 
tion of its substance, and still less any review of its details, 
for your information, 

7, This despatch is accompanied by the originals of such 
of the papers discovered at Seringapatam, as it may be ne* 
cessary to exhibit to the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah, for the 
purpose of convincing him that his designs have been brought 
to light. To these papers I have added the reports of Mr. 
Edmonstone on their contents, and also on the tenor of the 
ora! examination taken at Seringapatam. In addition to these 
documents, I shall confine myself at present to n summary 
statement of my general sentiments on the case, concluding 
with my final directions for the purpose of imparting to your 
Lordship the authority necessary to enable you to act without 
delay in establishing the security of our interests in the Car¬ 
natic on a permanent foundation, 

8. Their Highnesses the Nabob Mahommed Ali, and the 
Nabob Omdut ul Omrah, by negotiating a separate connec¬ 
tion with Tippoo Sultaun, have violated not only the funda¬ 
mental principle and vital spirit of their alliance with the 
British power, but the express letter of their engagements 
with the Company : the nature and principles of the proposed 
connection with Tippoo Sultan n as avowed in the corres¬ 
pondence; the implacable enmity of Tippoo Sulfaun to the 
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__ power; and his known views in the hour of chat ne¬ 
gotiation furnish a conviction that the object of the intrigue 
on the part of the family of Mahommed Ali was hostile to 
the permanence of the British power* 

9, In reflecting on the condition of our interests in the 
Carnatic, previous to the discovery of the correspondence, 
now transmitted, your Lordship and I have frequently found 
considerable difficulty to assign any rational solution ol the 
perverse temper of tbe Councils of the House of Mahommed 
All: your Lordship and I, in fhe various discussions which 
we held together at Fort St* George, have frequently agreed 
that nothing less than the proof of an existing union and con¬ 
cord with the views of the common enemy could reconcile, 
with any course of reason and consistency, the uniform re¬ 
sistance, opposed by the Nabobs' Mahommed Ali and Omdut 
ill Omrah * to every possible approach towards the improve¬ 
ment of their connection with the Company ; the prevailing 
character of animosity and contention which pervaded every 
sta^e of Omdut ul Omrah’& negotiations with Lord Hobart, 
with me, and with your Lordship; Ms Highness's determined 
aversion to every conciliatory proposition for the final adjust¬ 
ment of Ins relations with the Company; and lastly, his 
unremitted counteraction of every effort of your Lordship's 
government, and of mv authority for the equipment and 
inarch of the army in the most critical season of the late con¬ 
test with Tippoo Sul tan m 

10. The solution of these apparent inconsistencies is an- 
nexed to this despatch; the cause of all our embarrassments 
in the Carnatic is now explained; and I cannot express to 
your Lordship, with more force, the impression of this disco¬ 
very on my mind, than by requesting your Lordship to call 
to your remembrance my repeated declaration during the 
course of the late war, that the conduct of the Nabob Omdut 
ul Omrah was incompatible with any other principles of po¬ 
licy than a determined hostility to the British power, and a 
score attachment to the cause of the enemy* 

I L The treaty of 179£ imposed on the Nabob Mahommed 
Ali a perfect obligation ; and while his Highness professed to 
transmit to his successor that obligation in the sanctimonious 
form of a testamentary injunction* he had actually violated 
the perfect right acquired by the Company under the corres- 
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^pendent provisions of the treaty- If the hostility of the N«|bob 
Mahommed All had been discovered during hi a life, the Com¬ 
pany would have been at liberty to enforce that right against 
his llighness, to the extent which might have been deemed 
expedient. The Nabob Oindut ul Omrah was the confidential 
agent of his father, and the actual negotiator of the treaty 
of 1700; and the Nabob Oindut ul Oinrah, by securing to 
himself the right of succession under the same conditions 
and obligations, which attached to the rights of his father, 
actually became a contracting party to the treaty of 1 7U2 f 
previously to the death of the Nabob Maliommed Alt. The 
ter jure by which the Nabob Oindut ul Oinrah held the right 
at succession was, therefore, equally connected with bis 
fathers good faith and with his own; and the rights of both 
under the alliance were equally involved in u just adherence 
to its obligations and duties. 

^ i 9 now manifest that, while the Nabob Maliommed 
Ali employed Ins son and successor the Nabob Omdut ul 
Onirah to negotiate the treaty of 1192 with the British Go¬ 
vernment, Ins Highness delegated the same Prince at the 
same moment to establish the foundations of an intimate con¬ 
nection between his Highness’s family and the hereditary and 
implacable enemy of the British empire in India. The Nabob 
Maliommed AH and his successor Omdut ul Oinrah had se¬ 
cretly destroyed the fundamental principle on which alone 
the treaty of 179^2 could be rested, previously to the osten¬ 
sible conclusion of that instrument. 'The spirit of that en¬ 
gagement, which had been vitiated in its origin, was farther 
impaired soon after its conclusion by the conduct of the 
Nabobs Mahommed Ah and Omdut ul Oinrah, in commu¬ 
nicating the march of the British troops against Pondicherry; 
in warning Tippoo Sultaun of the imprudence of displaying 
any symptoms of attachment to the declining cause of France 
hi India; in admonishing Tippoo Sultana that his intrigues 
at the Court of Poormh had alarmed the vigilance of the 
Marquess Cornwallis. The Nabob of the Carnatic expressed 
no anxiety to frustrate the hostile designs of the Sultaun of 
Mysoor; nor did our ally, according to the duties of the alli¬ 
ance, communicate to the British Government any intimation 
of Tippoo Sultaun 1 ® hostile views, or warn or admonish the 
Company to take the necessary precautions against their pro- 
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sectitiou, In both instances the Nabob Mnhommed AH not 


i .pnlv violated the express stipulation of the treaty, but ac¬ 
tually promoted the Suttaun’s views by persuading that deter¬ 
mined foe of the British name to postpone his exertions to a 
more favourable season, when a more propitious concurrence 
of circumstances should facilitate the execution of his vindic¬ 
tive plans* 

13. Subsequently to the conclusion of the treaty of 1792 
the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah has expressed his intention to 
revive an intercourse with Tippoo Sultaun, correspondent 
with the terms of the previous negotiation during the life of 
his father and absolutely incompatible with the existence of 
the British power in India. The Nabob Omdut ul Omrah, 
in his own hand-writing, in the month of August, 1794, cor¬ 
roborates the evidence of his intention to complete the pur¬ 
poses of the secret intercourse which he had negotiated with 
Tippoo Sultaun: and the Continuance of the same intention 
is manifested by letters from the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah, 
and from his confidential agent, addressed to the supposed 
agent of Tippoo Sultaun in the year 1790, subsequently to 
the Nabob Omdut ui Omrah’s accession to the government of 
the Carnatic under the treaty of 1792. The existence of that 
intention has also been corroborated by the overt conduct of 
his Highness the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah in a fiagrant at¬ 
tempt to deceive the British Government with respect to the 
important consideration of providing the funds necessary to 
enable our army to march into Mysoor In 1799, and also by 
a systematic course of active exertions calculated to frustrate 
the measures of the British Government in the most critical 
period of the late contest with Tippoo Sultaun, 

14* It is manifest, therefore, that the intentions of the Na¬ 
bobs Mahomed AH, and Omdut ul Omrah, have been uniformly 
anti without interruption hostile to the existence of the British 
power in India; and that those intentions have been carried 
into effect to the full extent of the actual power possessed by 
their Highnesses at the several periods of time, in which they 
have acted in pursuance of their criminal system of co-operation 
with the enemy. By acting on these principles of conduct, 
the Nabobs Mahomed AH, and Omdut ul Omrah, have not 
only violated the rights of the Company, but by uniting their 
interests with those of the most implacable enemy ofthe Bri- 
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tish empire* actually placed themselves In the rektioif oJptSb- 
lie enemies to the Company’s Gdvemraent—danger ous to the 
extent of' their respective power, and active according to tie 
means and opportunities afforded to them by the circumstances 
of the moment, and especially by the most severe exigency and 
pressure of actual war. Every principle, therefore, of public 
law releases the British Government from the intended obli¬ 
gations of the treaty of 1790; and every consideration of self 
defence and security requires m to exercise our power in the 
manner most expedient for the purpose of frustrating the 
hostile councils of the present Nabob of the Carnatic, mo¬ 
delled upon the artful example, actuated by the faithless 
spirit, and sanctioned by the testamentary voice of his 
father* 


15, In determining the inode, in which it may be expedient 
to exercise the rights of the British Government, under this 
discovery of the Nabob's violation of the alliance, our right 
to establish whatever system shall be judged advisable 
for administering the civil and military Government of 
the Carnatic is entirely relieved from the impediments hi¬ 
therto opposed to the progress of improvement, by con¬ 
siderations personal to the Nabob, and his Highness's 
family. In all the different discussions which have taken 
place, in every modification which has been proposed for the 
improvement of the connection between the Company and 
the Nabob of Arcot, territorial possession has justly been 
considered to afford the only adequate security for the mili¬ 
tary subsidy of the Carnatic* My knowledge of the internal 
administration of his Highness’s affairs, convinces me that 
the resources of the Carnatic can never be faithfully applied 
to the exigencies of public affairs, while his Highness shall 
exercise the executive government* I have no hesitation, 
therefore, in stating my decided judgment, that no actual 
security can be established for the rights pledged to the 
Company in the Carnatic, for the effectual restraint: of the 
adverse and faithless disposition of the Nabob of Arcot, or 
for the successful introduction of an improved system of 
finance, revenue, and judicature into the territories subject 
to the Government of Fort St* George, by any other mode, 
than by administering through the Company’s officers the 
entire civil and military government of the Carnatic* 
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16. In the execution of tins necessary measure 
have been satisfactory to my mind, if 


it would 
the safety of the 
British interests had permitted me to consult the personal 
convenience of the Nabob of Arcot, to the extent proposed 
in the modification of the treaty of 1792, offered by Lord 
Hobart to his Highness’s acceptance, and in the general plan 
for the arrangement of his Highness's affairs, which I pro¬ 
posed to him during the progress of the late war in Mysoor. 
It would have been an act of wisdom to have sacrificed to the 


principles of national moderation and magnanimity, the advan¬ 
tages which I had proposed to surrender for the attainment 
of the Nabob’s cheerful concurrence in an engagement, which 
lie was considered at liberty to reject; but his Highness s 
hostile disposition having transpired, his violation of the 
most sacred ties of amity and alliance having been detected, 
it is become my duty to deprive him of the future means ol 
injuring the British Government. Wisdom and prudence 
require, justice and moderation warrant, that his Highness 
should not retain the possession of actual resources, greater 
than shall be requisite for tbe support of the rank, which he 
shall hereafter be permitted to bold in the Carnatic. Re¬ 
duced by his conduct to the condition of a public enemy, he 
has forfeited all positive right to any share of the resources 
of the Carnatic; and his future situation must be determined 
entirely by the prudence of the Company, tempered with 
chose considerations of lenity, which I trust will always enter 
into the councils of every British authority. Under this view 
of the subject it is my opinion, that the stipend to be allowed 
to his Highness theNabobOmdut ulOmrah, and to his family, 
should not exceed the sum of three lacs of pagodas, nor be 
less than the sum of two lacs of pagodas, 

17. I consider it tcbe extremely desirable, that the Nabob 
should be induced, under a full conviction of the rights ac¬ 
quired by the Company, in consequence of the discovery of 
his father’s negotiations, and of his own, to accede to tbe pro¬ 
posed engagement (in the form of a treaty). In expressing 
this wish, I am more desirous of consulting the dignity of the 
British Government, than of admitting any claims to its gene¬ 
rosity and forbearance on the part ot the N abobs Mahomed 
Ali, and Omdut ul Omrah. It would, however, be painful to 
your Lordship, and to me, to be compelled to expose to the 


LORD CLIVE. 

the humiliating proofs of the ingratitude and trea¬ 
chery of those infatuated princes towards that power* which 
has uniformly proved their guardian and protector. 1, there¬ 
fore, request that your Lordship will immediately open a 
negotiation with the NabobOmdut ul Ororah* for the purpose 
of adjusting an arrangement for the entire transfer of the 
civil and military Government of the Carnatic to the hands of 
the Company, on the terms specified in the draft of a treaty, 
which I have now the honour of transmitting to your Lord- 
ship. 

18, In order to obtain his Highness’s acquiescence in this 
mode of adjustment, it will be proper for your Lordship (after 
having fully apprized the Nabob of the nature of the proofs 
which we possess of his Correspondence with Tippoo Sul faun,) 
to offer the inducement of the largest provision to be made 
for his Highness’s personal expenses; and in that event, I 
authorize your Lordship to insert in the treaty the sum of 
throe lacs of pagodas. 

19. It is possible, however, that in the actual state of his 
Highness’s councils and temper, the Nabob may be disposed 
to reject even this moderate proposition; and to appeal to 'lie 
authority of the Honourable the Court of Directors. In that 
event, being already in possession of the sentiments of the 
secret Committee, founded on the discovery of the Nabobs 
faithless conduct, I shall consider it to be injudicious and 
unnecessary to admit the appeal; and by that admission, to 
enter upon a formal trial of his Highness’s criminal conduct. 
The case requires that we should act as against a state, on 
the basis of the general law of nations, and that we should 
employ the power of the British empire in India, to demand, 
and if necessary to enforce, an adequate security tor our rights 
and interests against the machinations of a faithless ally, who 
has violated the fundamental principles of a public alliance to 
the extent of placing himself in the condition of a public 
enemy. If therefore, the Nabob Gmdut ulOmrah by refusing to 
acquiesce in the proposed arrangements should compel the 
British Government, contrary to its wishes and intentions, to 
exercise its power and its authority to their full extent, i 
authorize and direct your Lordship to assume the civil and 
military Government of the Carnatic ; and I have the honour 
of enclosing a declaration, which, in that event, I request 
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Lordship to publish under the authority of the Gover¬ 
nor-General in council. Even under this contili^enoy, it is 
not my intention that the allowance to he made to the Nabob 
should be less than two lac& of star paged ak 

&0. Under every contingency it will be prudent and humane* 
that provision should be made* chargeable on the revenues 
of the Carnatic, for the principal officers of his Highness the 
Nabob's government, for his Highness’s dependants, and for 
the family of the late Nabob Mahomed Ali, upon the princi¬ 
ples observed in the settlement; of the affairs of Mysore, and 
to the extent which may he deemed necessary after the fullest 
investigation by your Lordship in council. 

8L The provision for these persons is to be defrayed from 
funds separate from the contingent sum of two or three lacs 
of pagodas described in the 16th paragraph of this despatch \ 
that sum being intended by me to be applicable exclusively 
to the personal expenses of the Nabob Ornclut ulOmrab, and 
to the charges of his Highness's Mahal* 

3$. 1 have the honour to annex to this despatch, a letter 
to be delivered to the NabobOmdut utOmrah/whenever your 
Lordship shall deem it advisable to communicate to him the 
nature of these instructions- A copy of that letter also ac¬ 
companies for your Lordship's information. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, with great esteem, 

Your Lordship's most faithful Servant, 

Wellesley* 

[Enclosure In the foregoing letter.] 

The Marquess Wellesley to the NaM of Arcot, 

Written 28th May, J80b 

For some time past, your Highness mmi Imre observed, that although 
I have received various communications from you, with relation to the 
internal government of the Carnatic, and to the general state of your affairs, 
I have not deemed it consistent with toy public duty to return any reply to 
any other letters, which I had the honour to receive from your Highness, 
excepting those con taming the mu&l interchange of compliments between 
your Highness, and the British Government. The cause of my silence is 
uf the most serious nature, and has occasioned the deepest and most sincere 
regret to my mind. 



your 



Female Household. 
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'"■^-^Pmsncceas of our arms against the laic Tip poo SutUun has brought to 
iigit many Important and estrnordinnry transacts My determination 
on the subject of the proofs which l possess, has been formed after the 
fullest deliberation, and after the most dispassionate review of all the dr, 
ctunstaacttS of the case. I have eummtintoted to Lord Clive my final 
opinion, with my positive directions to carry into effect without delay, those 
arrangements which the nature of the case appears to me to require, for 
the security of the British interests in the Carnatic. Lord Clive will enter 
into a full explanation of all the evidence which has been discovered at Sc- 
ringapaUm, and will also state to your Highness, the purport of the instruc¬ 
tions which he has received from me. I request your Hlglmea* to consider 
Lord Clive to be fully authorized by me to terminate the requisite arrange¬ 
ments; and under this view of the question l trust that you will not expect 
from me any Interruption to the course of those measures which T have 
judged to be indispensably necessary, and which I have directed Lord Clive 
Ui accomplish, without further reference to ray authority. 

Wellesley 

(A true Copy.) N. II. EDMcmSTOins, 

Persian Secretary, 
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Memorandum from The Marquess Wt4uhy to Lord Clive, respecting the 
Nabob of the Carnatic * 

Fort William, May 3 1,1801. 

Lord Clive will be pleased to advert to these notes in con¬ 
ducting the arrangement of the affairs oi the Carnatic, 

1. If the Nabob should be so ill as to render negotiation 
impracticable, great caution must lie used in collecting into 
one point of view every circumstance tending to show the in¬ 
tention. of negotiating with him. 

g. If the N abob should die previously to the proposed ar¬ 
rangement, it will be expedient that his reputed son should 
be acknowledged by the Government of Fort St. George, 
provided that the young man shall consent to an adjustment 
of the affairs of the Carnatic by treaty on the principles of 
the draft now transmitted to Fort St. George; but if the re¬ 
puted son shall make any opposition to such an arrangement 
it will be proper for the Government of Fort St. Geovgo to 
proceed to exercise the government of the C arnatic by de¬ 
claration. In either of these events, the stipend to be 
granted to the reputed son of Omdut nl Omrah should be 

* See p. 533. 
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mini shed below the standard of that which is proposed for 
the present Nabob* And if the Government of Fort" St* 
George should be compelled to proceed by declaration* it 
will be proper that the stipend of his Highness’s reputed son 
should be regulated by the general scale of the allowances 
to he granted to the other branches of the family of Moham¬ 
med AIL 

3. If the Nabob, at the first interview, should declare a 
positive resolution not to negotiate, the declaration should 
be published without further delay. 

4. If the Nabob, with a proposed intention to negotiate, 
should demand a short delay for deliberation, two or three 
days should be allowed for his determination. But if it 
should appear at the expiration of that time that he is only 
studying to evade the question, the question must be consi¬ 
dered decided. 

5. If, at theexpiration of that period, he should decline mak¬ 


ing further progress in the negotiation under the pretext of ill 
health, such pretext should be considered to have decided 
the question p if his illness be real you will observe the first 
paragraph of this memorandum. 

6. In the event of the Nabob, professing to negotiate, it 
will be prudent to take notes of his conversation. 

7. If it should appear that the Nabob's inclination to an 
adjustment by treaty can be determined by an increase of his 
stipend, the sum may be extended to four lacs of pagodas. 

8. If it should appear probable that his acceptance of the 
treaty can be accomplished by including |n it a provision for 
his reputed son, an article may be introduced for this pur¬ 


pose. 

9. If he should demand an augmentation of his stipend, 
and a guarantee for the succession of his reputed son, both 
points may be conceded. In this event the guarantee may 
be extended to the full amount of the augmented stipend; 
but every endeavour should be employed to obtain the Na¬ 
bob's consent to a reduction of the reputed son’s stipend to 
three lacs. 

10, In the event of the Nabob making any stipulation in fa¬ 
vour of his private creditors, no direct provision for the liquid¬ 
ation of those debts should be made. The general question 
should be left open for decision in England; but a guarantee 
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may be offered to the Nabob against the diminution of his sti ¬ 
pend, under any circumstances which may occur, 

1 L If the Nabob should demand any separate stipulation in 
favour of his sister the Begum (who has always possessed 
great influence over his mind) It should not be admitted in 
favour of that person, unless the negotiation should appear 
to turn on that point, in which case it may be conceded, 

1£, If the Nabob should demand the removal of his resi¬ 
dence to Arcot, or to any other place in the Carnatic, it should 
be resisted as long as possible. With respect to A root it should 
positively be rejected; and Trichinopolv should be chosen in 
preference to any other place in the Carnatic, 

13. As soon as the arrangement shall have been adjusted, 
an express should be despatched, by sea and land, to England, 
with copies of the most material papers. 

Wellesley, 


No. CXXXV. 

Remarks hj the Governor-General on the fl&ier of Dude's Propositions. 

2nd June, 1801. 

The Governor-General is precluded by the strongest obli¬ 
gations of public duty from affixing bis seal and signature to 
the articles communicated from the Nabob Vizier through 
the Resident at Lucknow, under date the 3rd Mohurrum, 
1 * 16 .* 


* Certain Articles to he submitted to the comlderution of his KxcePenep the 
Marquess Mtlledcp, to which J trust his Lordship, by affixing his seal 
and signature, mil afford me satisfaction regarding the stability of the 
points therein men timed. 

Article I at*—The payment of the debts of my predecessor Asoph id 
Dow]ah, is not stipulated for in the existing treaty ; I am moreover im- 
id>!e to liquidate the debts contracted in the late reign, but this is an affair 
which will be adjusted between the Suite and the creditors of the late Na- 
wauh, and regarding which the Company are in no shape responsible, the 
treaty being silent on this subject. 
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Jia Lortbhip haa tUsinaurterf territorial .security fbr the 
payment of the subsidy due by the Vizier to thd j Company 

—-———-" ■' ■ -— -v^" 1,1 fri — it&r' — 

End.—The sum of aeffcnteeti lacs of rupees has frequently in conversa¬ 
tion been specified m the amount of the extraordinary expense incurred by 
the army taking the field to oppose Zorn atm Shah, and suppress the dis¬ 
turbance created by Vider' Afi j although I formerly stated my inability 
to pay this sum, yet, to testify submission, I am ready, by every means in 
my power, to pay such portion of the above sura as shall appear to be 
justly chargeable to me. 

3rd,—Whereas the increase of expense on account of additional troops 
having been deemed expedient on the sole ground of preserving my dmnL 
mans against the ravages of Zcmmin Shah and others; and con differing 
that I hav ^consented to bear this expense for all times 10 come, whilst the 
Company, in consideration of ibis increase of force have bound themselves 
to protect my dominions ; under such circumstances the expense of the 
Persian embassy k by no means chargeable to me, neither are dm extra 
military expenses, such, for example, tm the dismissed independent regi¬ 
ment of cavalry, chargeable to this sircar; charging the pay and con¬ 
tingent expenses of this corps to me, Is a claim never started until now. 

4th. Whatever hereditary rights of this stale descended to the late Nn- 
vyaub A soph ill Dow! ah now devolve upon me hie successor; let me enjoy 
such rights exclusively, and let all the inheritances of my ancestors, 
and the whole of the rights attached to my family centre in me, and let no 
person interfere in or assume them, 

5th,—Should any person have obtained or hereafter obtain, by breach 
of trust ur other means, possession of specie or property belonging to 
this sircar, let no one obstruct my taking back such property or specie, 

Gth,—-Whereas the union and friendship subsisting between his Lord- 
ship and myself being obvious, I trust from hm Lordship's kindness that 
all letters pacing to ami from his Lordship and the dependants of this 
sircar may henceforth be carried on with my knowledge, and through me, 
since the present practice k apt to render such people contumacious. It 
is not my wiyb to interrupt such correspondence, all I request is, that in 
consideration of the friendship subsisting between ut, such correspondence 
should in future be carried cm through myself and the Resident. 

7th.—Should any person prove disobedient to my orders, or should 
any one disturb the affairs of Government, an such crimes being duly 
proved, let no one oppose or impede the punishment or banishment of 
such, people, 

&tk,—After setting apart and delivering over the Jaidad* for the British 
troops, let a schedule, expressing the names of the Perguumihs and IV! o- 
hab, with the respective limits of the countries which shall then remain 
hi my possession, be inserted in the treaty, to the end that there may be 


* Land alienated for a specific payment, or for military service. 
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m a matter of right anti justice* which required bo corres¬ 
pondent concession on the part of the Company. His Lord- 
ship, therefore; could t^ot enter into the consideration of the 


on no account Buy dashing or interference in such countries; md that 
thenceforth they (the Company) may possess no sort of interest in u claim 
upon the said countries which shall descend in perpetuity to the sole and 
exclusive possession and management of the heirs of this family—it re¬ 
quires time to draw out the schedule, hut it shall ho sent hereafter. 

9th.—’All fugitives from the territories of the Sircar coming under the 
description of murderers, deserters, robhen, or persons iu arrears to go* 
mwicnt, who may take refuge in the Company *s provinces, shall be ap¬ 
prehended and delivered up; and on the other hand such persons of the 
above descriptions, who, flying from the Company's territories, may fake 
refuge in my dominions, shall be seised and surrendered to the Com- 
fiany, 

10th.—Whenever and on whatever occasion I may be in want of troops, 
whether to regulate the country, or to attend my person, let the Resident 
command the attendance of such n portion of the British troops as the 
exigency of the ease may point out. 

11th.—The Company shall engage to impose duties to such extent only 
upon goods passing from their eastern and western possessions as shall nnt 
prove injurious to the sayer or permit customs of this state; grain hi- 
' tended for the consumption of British troops which may at any time be 
employed nt my desire in the countries dependent on me sbzdl be exempt 
from duty; but all articles for the use of the station of Cawnpore shall 
hereafter be, subject to duties, no exemption from duties will be granted to 
any person, 

12th.—Whatever commotions or disturbances, whether external or inter¬ 
nal, may affect the Company's pot-sessions, let the servants of the said 
Company (according to what his Lordship has written) be alone respon¬ 
sible for the quelling of them ; neither shall this sircar have in any shape 
any concern with the quelling of the disturbances, 

13th.—Some arrangement amongst, the servants of the Sircar, tending 
to diminish my expenses, will become indispensable ; and to obviate dis¬ 
turbances, it will be necessary to retain such number* only a3 can be paid 
monthly am! regularly; this arrangement can only be effected by dismis¬ 
sion, and I desire that no intercession be made for any person whatever 

Mfch.—Let the Resident cordially and with sincerity Uniting with me, 
pay no sort of attention to the representations of event-searching, self-in¬ 
terested persons, who are ever on the watch to sow dissensions; and should 
any circumstance reach his ears, observing the dictates of friendship, let 
him immediately and candidly acquaint we of it, that without a moment^ 
delay an cclaincksement may take place between us. 

15th.— When the matters now wader discussion shall have finally been 
adjusted (according to whatbis Lordship has written) let no fresh claims, of 
whatever sort, be advanced; let no increase be demanded, nor, imlesn by 

VOL. IX. 2 M 
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preliminary juid conditional articles r,proposed by the Vizier 
in this stage of the transaction* even if the substance of l hose 
articles had been exempt from objection. Go the other 
hand* if the Govern or-Gen era! felt himself to be at liberty to 
enter into a negotiation respecting the condition of a terri¬ 
torial cession, the tenor of the conditions contained in the 
proposed articles* is so objectionable in every point of view, 
that no consideration would induce his Lordship to entertain 
for a moment, a project disgraceful to the British character* 
ruinous to the authority and honour of the Nabob Vbrier* 
and incompatible with the dignity and security of his Excel¬ 
lency's parents and relations, or with the general happiness 
of his subjects. 

The Governor-General will not depart from the demand 
which he has made upon the Nabob Vizier, for the payment 
of the arrears due by his Excellency on account of the ad¬ 
ditional troops which the safety of the province of Oude, has 
required the Company to station in the country ^ and hjjg 
Lordship now positively requires the Nabob Vizier to pay 
into the hands of the President at Lucknow, the whole of 
that arrear amounting to (* ) without further 

delay. 

he Company have actually incurred and defrayed the 
whole charge of the additional troops, as stated by the Re¬ 
way of advice, interference take place in any one affair in the a flairs of 
Government. 

16 th — Let the engagements entered into between his Lordship and this 
Sircar be firm and permanent, and let such a treaty be now drawn up, that 
no Governor-General, who slmJl hereafter be appointed to the charge of 
die Company's affairs, may have if in his power to alter, change* or in¬ 
fringe the said treaty. 

17th,—Let the number of troops, for which a Jaidad <ball be granted, 
always remain within the ceded countries. 

ISeh.—Whenever 1 may feel inclined to perform pilgrimages, let no hia- 
dernnee be offered to my departure * such excursions vvill prove the 
source of amusement to me, and I shall recover my wonted state of health, 
which has of late been on the decline. 

Sunday, 3d/ Mohumim, 1216, IJidgree* 

f A try e Tran el at ion.) W, 5c ott, R crid e n L 
(A true copy.) N. B. Edmonstonb, 

Secretary to the Government. 




Blank in original. 
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the Nabob Vizier. The right anti duty of the 
Company to station the additional troops in the Vizier’s 
dominions, lias already, been fully proved and admitted by 
the Vizier himself. The exigency of the Company’s affairs 
forbids further delay in the liquidation of this debt. The 


Governor-General, therefore, expects to learn within a few 
days that the Vizier has made provision for the discharge of 
its full amount, and his Lordship requests that no further 
reference may be made to him, on a question already de¬ 
cided. 

The Governor-General will hereafter observe in concert 
with the Nabob Vizier, the proportion of the expences of the 
Persian embassies to be charged to the Vizier, but desires 
that it may be understood to bn his Lordship’s fixed inten¬ 
tion to insist on the Company’s right to require from the 
Vizier, a due proportion of that extraordinary charge in¬ 
curred for the express purpose of augmenting the security of 
his Excellency's dominions. 

The Governor General has read the remaining articles of 
the Nabob Vizier’s proposition with the utmost degree of 
regret. His Excellency is concerned to be under the necessity 
of declaring that the nature of those articles is such as to 
impress upon' his Lordship’s mind the most unfavourable ap¬ 
prehensions of the Nabob Vizier’s intentions and views. 
Several of these articles betray the most unjustifiable, un¬ 
dignified and improvident jealousy of the Company’s authority 
and power, especially the 6th, 8th, 15th, 16th and 17th 
Articles. From these articles it appears that the Nabob 
Vizier has already forgotten that the safety of his person, 
and the existence of his government, have been maintained 
exclusively by the British power, and by the presence of 
British troops. His Excellency now seems disposed to gratify 
his unwarrantable suspicions at the hazard of the continuance 
of his authority over his subjects, and even of his personal 
safety, by removing the British forces from his territories, 
and by confiding his government and his life to those whose 
treason has repeatedly endangered both. 

It would be utterly repugnant to the justice and humanity 
of the Company to uphold the various arbitrary powers and 
vexatious authorities for the establishment of which the 
Vizier has solicited the sanction of the British Government 
in the 1st, 4th, 5th, Tth^and Ifith Articles. 


I 
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The object of those articles appears to be t under the shelter 
the British name, to cancel all the public debts of the state ot 
Oude, to degrade and plunder the ancient and venerable re¬ 
mains of the family and household of Slmjah Dowlah, together 
with whatever is respectable among the surviving relations 
and servants of the late Nabob Asoph oo Dow! ah; to involve 
the whole nobility and gentry of Oude, in vexatious accusa¬ 
tions and extensive proscriptions j to deprive the established 
dependants, pensioners of the state, of the means oi sub¬ 
sistence ; to frustrate every institution founded in the piety, 
munificence, or charity of preceding governments; and to 
spread over the whole country a general system ot rapacious 
confiscation, arbitrary imprisonment, and cruel banishment. 
The Governor*General, in the name of the Company, and the 
British nation, not only refuses his sanction to every article 
of a system so adverse to the w isdom and justice of the great 
nation, whose authority his Lordship represents in India, 
but Ins Lordship hereby enters his solemn protest against 
the evil and odious councils which have so tar perverted the 
judgment of the Nabob Vizier, as to engage his Excellency 
to propose to the Governor-General to sanction the misery 
and ruin of a whole people, by the signature of the represen¬ 
tative of the British nation in India, and by the seat of the 
English East India Company, His Excellency must be aware 
that the slightest intimation of the existence of such designs 
would inflame to the most alarming heights of passion and 
despair, that discontent which his Excellency has so he- 
quently represented to constitute the characteristic sphifc of 
the people of Glide* The publication of the articles tendered 
bv his Excellency to the Governor-General, ami ^till more 
any attempt to carry them into effect, would immediately oc¬ 
casion the most dreadful convulsions in the province of Oude, 
and would for ever alienate from his Excellency s person and 
government, every sentiment of affection, obedience or respect 
The Governor-General, therefore, not only expresses Ins 
anxious hope, that the Nabob Vizier will never revive the 
project contained in the proposed articles, but his Loid&hip 
most earnestly recommends it to his Excellent*) to ex.rt 
every possible precaution to prevent the tenor of those pro¬ 
positions from transpiring in his Excellency’s court, or among 
any description of Ins Excellency's subjects* 

With regard to the permanency of any settlement to be 
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concluded with the British government, the articles 
already proposed by the Resident, are sufficient for that pur¬ 
pose, Articles will also he admitted for the purpose of pro¬ 
viding ample security for the maintenance of the authority 
of the Vizier within his remaining territories, to the extent 
compatible with the general safety of the Company’s con- 


His Lordship deems it unnecessary to add any further 
observations 011 the subject of the Vizier’s proposition, and 
he concludes by repeating in the most express terms, his de¬ 
mand for an immediate liquidation of the arrears of subsidy, 
and for a speedy adjustment of a competent territorial se¬ 
curity. 


Wellesley. 


No. CXXXVI. 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right HwtourMe Lord Clivel 

My Lord* Fort William, 4th June, 1S0L 

L My separate instructions, as delivered to Mr. Webbe 
for your Lordship's information** and guidance, had provided 
for the contingency of the Nabob Omdut ul OmraVs death, 
and for the arrangements which it would, in that event, be 
advisable to adopt for the future government of the Carnatic; 
but your Lordship having intimated the probability of his 
Highness^ immediate demise, I now judge it prudent to fur¬ 
nish your Lordship with my sentiments on that subject, in 
the form of an official despatch. 

Whatever right the reputed son of the Nabob Omdut 
ul Omrab, may be supposed to possess to the Company’s 
support of his pretensions to the government of the Carnatic 
on the death of his Highness, is founded on the grounds of 
the right of his Highness himself: the right of the Nabob 
Omdut ul Omrah to the assistance of the Company, in secur¬ 
ing his succession to the Nabob Mahomtned All, in the govern- 


See Memorandvtm at 626 - 
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..mii of Arcot, was founded on the express stipulations of the 
treaty of 1792; the result of the written and oral evidence, 
obtained from the papers discovered at Seringnpntam has 
established abundant proof, that the fundamental principles 
of the alliance between the Company and the house of Ma- 


hommed Ali, as well as the express letter of the treaty of 
1787, (of which the treaty of 1793 was an indulgent modifi¬ 
cation) had been absolutely violated and rendered of no 
effect by the Nabobs Mahommed Ali and Omdut ul Omrah, 
previously to the ostensible conclusion of the treaty of 1793. 
It is manifest; therefore, that the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah 
could derive no rights from the formal ratification of that in¬ 
strument, the vital spirit of which had already been annihilated 
by bis Highness’s conduct; and that the Nabob Mahommed 
Ali and Omdut ul Omrah, by forming an intimate union of 
interests with Tippoo Sultaun.hiid placed themselves and their 
whole house in the relation of public enemies to the British 
empire in India. 

3. Whatever right to the Company's protection and sup¬ 
port the reputed son of Omdut ul Omrah, may derive from 
his supposed father, had been utterly destroyed by the hos¬ 
tile conduct of Omdut ul Omrah; and my instructions to 
your Lordship in consequence of the discovery of the inimical 
conduct of Mahommed Ali, and of Omdut ul Omrah, having 
provided for the immediate exercise of the civil and military 
government of the Carnatic, on the part oi the Company, as 
the only measure of self defence and security under all the 
circumstances of the case, it tollows that the reputed son of 
Omdut ul Omrah, (in the event of his Highness’s death pre¬ 
viously to your Lordship’s execution of my orders) roust 
succeed to the condition of his father; and that the British 


Government will, in that event, remain at liberty to exercise 
its rights, founded on the faithless policy of its ally, in what¬ 
ever manner may be deemed most conducive to the immediate 
safety, and to the general interests of the Company in the 
Carnatic. 

4, Under this view of the question, the British Government 
in India is at liberty to proceed to exercise on tbe part of the 
Company the civil and an i lit ary government of the Carnatic, 
if it should judge that the most advisable plan of arrange¬ 


ment. 



LORD CUV Et 


J§L 


Many considerations however of expediency and policy 
must be connected with a measure of so much magnitude: 
the long established connection between the Company and 
the house of Mahommed All, justifies us in sacrificing to the 
sentiments of national magnanimity and generosity, the re¬ 
sentment occasioned by his Highness’s flagrant breach of the 
alliance; and in every event it would be incumbent on the 
British Government to make a pecuniary provision for the 
family, suitable to its dignity. The discharge of this duty is 
fully appreciated by the nations of India; but it ia by no 
means certain that, in the event of our proceeding to exercise 
a right founded on the violation of treaty , and on the neces¬ 
sity of self defence, the powers of Hindostan would refrain 
from confounding the abstract principles of the general law 
of nations, with ambitious views of aggrandizement, and ex¬ 
tension of dominion. If, therefore, it should be practicable to 
obtain equal advantage and security for the Company, b) re¬ 
laxing the exercise of its actual rights, and by substituting 
the more gracious mode of conciliation and indulgence, I am 
disposed to think under all the circumstances of the case 
that it will be more consistent with the principles of our 
policy and character, to adopt the most lenient method of 
arranging the future government of the Carnatic. 

6, In this view of the question it appears to me, that, under 
the insufficiency of the pretensions of the Nabob Omdut ul 
Omrah’s reputed son, as well as of all other claimants, to the 
government of the Carnatic, no obstacles can be opposed to 
such an arrangement as the British Government may deem 
it expedient to adopt for the affairs of the Carnatic; while 
the proofs of the violation of the alliance between the Com¬ 
pany and the house of Mahommed AH, will furnish your 
Lordship with abundant reason, upon every principle of pre¬ 
cautionary policy and of justice, for reducing the pecuniary 
stipend of the proposed successor of Omdut ul Gnmdi to the 
lowest scale, consistent with the dignity and honour of the 


British Government. 

7, If, therefore, upon the receipt of this despatch, your 
Lordship should be satisfied of the disposition of the Nabob 
Omdut ul O in rails reputed son to consent to an adjustment 
of the affairs of the Carnatic by treaty, on the principles of 
the draft which I have had the honour of transmitting to 
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your Lordship, I authorize and direct your Lordship in 
council to acknowledge the reputed son of Omdut ul Oanrah 
to be the heir of his father, and to conclude a treaty with 
him, as Nabob of the Carnatic, on the terms and conditions 
which I have specified* 

8. But if the reputed son of Omdut ul Onirah shall oppose 
any resistance to such an arrangement, it will be proper for 
your Lordship in council to proceed to exercise the govern¬ 
ment of the Carnatic, by publishing the declaration enclosed 
in my separate despatch of the £8th of May,* with such ad¬ 
ditions as the change of circumstances shall have rendered 
necessary, adverting to the reasoning contained in the second 
and third paragraphs of this despatch* 

9. In either of these events the stipend to be granted to 
the reputed son of Omdut ul Gmrah, should be diminished 
below the standard of that proposed for hie Highness; and 
if the government of Fort St, George should be compelled to 
proceed by declaration, it will be proper that the stipend of 
Omdut id Ootrah’s reputed son should be regulated by the 
general scale of allowances to be granted for the support of 
the other branches of Mahommed Alfa family, 

I have the honour to be, My Lord, 
with great esteem and regard, 

Your Lordships most faithful servant, 

Wellesley. 


R S, Your Lordship will observe that the reasoning ap¬ 
plied in this despatch to the reputed son of Omdut ul Omrah 
is equally applicable$o any person, whom his Highness may 
nominate to the succession. It does not appear probable 
that his Highness will make any other nomination than of 
his reputed son; but if he should proceed to any such act 
previously to his dissolution, the person whom he shall name 
his heir must be acknowledged, and a treaty concluded with 
him on the conditions already specified. 


$ei*. p. 515. 
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The Marque** Welk&ley to LieuL-Cot&nei Scott, Resident ut Lucknow, 


Si h, 


Fait William, June 16th, 1SCJ1* 


E X think it necessary to despatch by express, the fol¬ 
lowing instructions for your immediate direction. 

#■ You will persevere with the utmost degree of assiduity 
and firmness, in requiring from the Nabob Vizier the instan¬ 
taneous liquidation of the whole arrear, due by his Excellency 
on account of the augmentation of the army in Glide. For 
this purpose, you will inform his Excellency that you have 
received my orders to forward to me by express, a daily 
report of the sums paid into your treasury by his Excellency 
on account of the balance* You will further apprize his 
Excellency, that If any additional delay should be created by 
him in the discharge of this just demand, you have received 
authority and directions from me to sequestrate a sufficient 
portion of his Excellency's revenue for the satisfaction of the 
Company s claims* The various pretexts which his Excel¬ 
lency now opposes to a claim of which he has repeatedly ac¬ 
knowledged the justice, reduce me to the necessity of 
proceeding to measures of compulsion, for the recovery of the 
public rights entrusted to my charge. 

3. In pursuance of the spirit of this order, you will seques¬ 
trate the revenue of whatever district shall appear to you to 
be most convenient tor the purpose; observing, that the tem¬ 
porary sequestration of revenue for the discharge of the 
arrear of a part of the subsidy, is to be kept completely 
distinct from the permanent territorial cession for the future 
security of the whole subsidy. 

4* I am anxious to learn what progress has been made In 
the further reduction of the Vizier's military force; and i 
earnestly desire that you will suffer no consideration to delay 
for a moment, the completion of that most necessary reform* 

It is, therefore, my wish that you should make to me a weekly 
report of the progress of the reduction of his Excellency's 
troops. It may be useful that the Vizier should know that 
you have received orders from me to this effect. 
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5. I entertain a confident expectation that the remarks 
which I have forwarded to you upon the paper of requests 
lately received from the Vizier, will have brought his Excel¬ 
lency to a sense of his duties. If, however, I should be dis¬ 
appointed in this hope, I authorize and direct you to proceed, 
as soon as you may judge convenient, to establish the Com¬ 
pany’s authority within the whole line of territory described 
in my recent instructions, with this addition, that under the 
present circumstances of the case, I think it will he necessary 
to take possession of the whole of the two districts of Azini¬ 
gh ur, and Gorukpoor, instead of adopting the partial line 
of demarcation drawn through those districts in my recent 
instructions. 

6. It is become matter of serious consideration, whether the 
conduct of the Vizier may not require the speedy adoption of 
a more comprehensive arrangement for the complete esta¬ 
blishment of the Company’s authority over every part of the 
territory of Oude. In the meanwhile the completion of the 
territorial cession, as stated in my recent instructions, 
will facilitate any further settlement which may be deemed 
expedient. 

7. I take this opportunity of apprising you, that it is my 
intention to visit the Upper Provinces during the approaching 
season, and that with this view, I hope to be able to embark 
on the river before the close of the present month. This 


intelligence will probably afford the Vizier a fresh pretext for 
procrastination and evasion ; but I desire that you will pro¬ 
ceed to execute my orders without reference to any subterfuge 
which his Excellency may hereafter attempt to practice. It 
is indeed doubtful, "whether I may think it expedient either 
to pay any visit to his Excellency, or to receive any from him 
during the actual crisis of affairs. 

S. His Excellency’s object in desiring that his paper of 
requests should be restored to him is sufficiently obvious. 1 
conclude that you have retained an attested copy of that 
paper, of which you have sent me the original. If it should 
become necessary to assume the districts without his Excel¬ 
lency’s consent, ! desire you to consider whether it may 
not he expedient to furnish the Begum, Almas Ali Khan, 
Hussein Reza Khan and the principal personages in 
Oude, with attested copies of such parts of that paper 
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as tend to disclose the comprehensive project of confiscation, 
proscription, and tyrannical violence, entertained by Ins Ex¬ 
cellency against his own family, nobility, and people, 

9. If you should concur with me in opinion, that a cOm¬ 
ni unic a tion to the persons named and described in the pre¬ 
ceding paragraph might be useful, I authorize you to make 
it, at the period of time, and to the extent, which you may 
judge advisable* 

I am, &c* &c. 

* Wellesley, 


Sl 


No. cxxxvm. 

The Earl of Elgin to the Marques* ITdMey* 

March 31st, I8*H. 

My Lord, [Received 1 st of July, S 80 L] 

I hasten to acquaint your Lordship that the army under 
the command of Sir Ralph Abercromby effected a landing 
on the Sth instant, on the peninsula of Aboukir, in the most 
brilliant manner, under a very heavy fire from mortars, can¬ 
non and musketry; the enemy having withdrawn the whole 
garrison of Alexandria, and many detachments from their 
positions in the vicinity to oppose them. Lord Keith, who 
availed himself of the departure of a vessel from Rhodes to 
send me this intelligence, refers naturally for ail particulars 
of the operations to Sir Ralph Abercromby’s reports. Hi¬ 
therto I have not received any: but in general 1 find from 
Lord Keith, that, after making the necessary preparations on 
the 9th, 10th, and 11th, the army advanced on the 18th to 
within five miles of Alexandria; they there took u position, 
with their right towards the sea, and thoir left supported by 
the lake Maatlie, where Sir Sidney Smith, who was posted 
there, with his command of boats, was keeping up a commu¬ 
nication with the natives, and supplying the army with fresh 
provisions and water* On the 13th, at seven in the morning, 
the enemy made an attack, but were repulsed with loss about 
eleven. In the meanwhile the marines had been disembarked, 
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had relieved the 2nd regiment and the dismounted ca~ 
valry in attacking by land the castle of Aboukir, the only post 
in jthat peninsula occupied by the enemy. On the 14th at 
sunset (when the vessel was under weigh,) the troops on 
shore, and the bomb vessels, were throwing shot arid shells 
into Aboukir: and at the same moment a firing was heard 
towards Alexandria, which appeared from the Fomkoyant to 
be a general attack. It seems that the French, who were 
evidently resolved on making a great resistance, had concen¬ 
trated all their force bear Alexandria, and towards, Cairo; 
Rosetta, and even Rahmania were evacuated. 

A frigate from Rochefort had got into Alexandria on the 
<2nd instant, bringing advice that Admiral Gafitheauihe would 
be there in a few days with (what was stated to he) fourteen 
ships of the line. The squadron that sailed from Brest, under 
that commander, had passed Gibraltar on the 9th of February, 
on its way to To u bn, where it arrived on the 19th, having 
captured the Success frigate. 

On the 11th the fleet captured jwvessel from Ancona, with 
ordnance, muskets, shot, arms, sulphur, &c.; another had 
been run on shore with a similar cargo. 

The Capitan Pacha had not joined, but he had reached 
Rhodes about the 15th of this month, and having embarked 
some thousand men, who were there in readiness, will, it is 
supposed, have been off the coast of Egypt about the 84th. 

The Grand Vizier marched forwards from Jaffa on the 
25th ultimo, having, according to Major Halloway T s letters to 
me, received a reinforcement of 8.000 men, and with his army 
in greater order and spirits than had before been observed. 

Lord Keith acquaints me that he 1ms intelligence of the 
French being still in Toulon on the 20th of February. H; 
adds that Sir John Warren was at Minorca with five ships 1 
the line. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servant, 

Elgin, 




* 



No, CXXXIX. 

The Mttrquest fcTiiledey to the Hon, Henry iFeiledmj. 


Sir, Fort William, July 5th, JWI, 

L Having reason to apprehend that his Excellency the 
Vizier has adopted a systematic course of evasion and delay 
for the purpose of frustrating the issue of the depending no- 
go ti a lions, and having received intimation that his Excellency 
may attempt to pass over the present season without con¬ 
cluding any final engagement with the British Government, 
under the pretext of awaiting my expected arrival at Luck- 
now, I have thought it expedient to despatch you forthwith 
to Lucknow with public credentials to the Vizier, and with 
full power to bring the negotiation to an immediate issue. 
The various exigencies of the public service being likely to 
detain me at Fort William for some time, your appearance at 
Lucknow is, in my judgment, the most advantageous mea¬ 
sure which can be substituted for iny actual presence at that 
city, You will, therefore, proceed with all practicable expe¬ 
dition to Lucknow, and I have directed Messrs. J. Forbes 
and R. Straehey to accompany you in the capacity of assis¬ 
tants, and Lieut. Armstrong, one of my Aides-de-Camp, to 
attend you during your mission* 

l 2. You have either already inspected, or you will examine 
at Lucknow, the whole correspondence upon the subject of 
the late negotiations with the Vizier ; it is unnecessary, there¬ 
fore, to enter into any detail of past transactions, or of the 
actual state of affairs. 

3. You are hereby vested with full powers to conclude, in 
concert with Lieut.-Colonel Scott, one or more treaties con¬ 
formable to the instructions which Lieut.-Colonel Scott has 
already received* On all points of the negotiation my wish 
is* that you should act in concert with Lieut.-Colonel Scott, 
and that he should be a party to the signature of any treaty 
which you may conclude. The general object of your mis¬ 
sion is to confirm the representations of Lieut,-Colonel Scott, 
by the most direct application of my authority; and my high 
estimation of the zeal, talents and knowledge of LieuLfCoIo- 
nel Scott, together with my entire approbation of ail his pro- 
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ceeding&j render me desiroi^ to Manifest every mark of respect 
and consideration for him . In this disposition I am satisfied 
that your personal knowledge of Lieut*-Colonel Scott's me¬ 
rits will induce you to concur with a degree of cordiality, 
which cannot be described by an official order. It is, how¬ 
ever, necessary to vest you with the exclusive power of con¬ 
cluding with the Vizier, in my name, such arrangements as 


may appear to you, on a full consideration of these instruc¬ 
tions, to be consistent with my intentions, and accordingly I 
hereby vest you with that exclusive power* In adverting to 
tins part of your instructions, you will, therefore, understand 
that I wish you on every occasion to act jointly with Lieut*- 
Calone! Scott, and to render your appearance at Lucknow 
an effectual confirmation of his influence and authority: 
while, on the other hand, you will not hesitate to act under 
your exclusive powers, if you should judge such a measure 
to be indispensably necessary to the success of your mis¬ 


sion. 


4. The primary object of your mission is to endeavour to 
obtain the Vizier s acquiescence in the terms of the first pro¬ 
position submitted to his Excellency by Lieut.-Colonel Scott 
with or without such modifications as have been authorized 
by my instructions to Lieut .-Colonel Scott. 


3. The subject has been so fully discussed through the 
Resident, that no hopes of success can be entertained from a 
renewal of this branch of the negotiation through the same 
channel. My present hope of success is founded upon the 
probable effect which may be produced upon his Excellences 
mind by the revival of my former statements and arguments, 
supported by the influence which you must derive from your 
near connection with me and from the peculiar circumstances 
of your mission, 


G. If you should fail in the primary object of your mission, 
the next object will be, to obtain his Excellency's consent to 
the second proposition submitted to the Vizier by Lieut*- 
Colonel Scott, with all its attendant conditions and provi¬ 
sions. 


7. By the Resident s despatches it appears that his Excel¬ 
lency is determined to withhold his consent from the proposed 
territorial cession, but to refrain from any direct and open 
opposition to the measure. 
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am of opinion that hie ^xcejjteifcy^ conduct in pur¬ 
suing this plan is^ governed by one of the following eonsi- 
derations. His Excellency may possibly have been led to 
believe that the rumoured resignation of his Majesty's mi¬ 
nisters at home, may soon produce a change in the adminis¬ 
tration of this country, or that my measures may not meet 
with the same countenance and support under another admi¬ 
nistration, which they might have been expected to obtain 
under that which entrusted the government of India to my 
hands, 

9. The peculiar advantages under which you will be ena¬ 
bled to renew the negotiation affords the best prospect of 
removing these erroneous impressions from his Excellency^ 
mind. 


ID, Previous to your univid at Lucknow it is possible that 
one of the following contingencies may have occurred. 

Firstly* The Resident may have proceeded to act under the 
authority vested in him to establish the Company's troops in 
}he districts proposed for cession, and the measure may be in 
a course of execution previously to the receipt of my orders, 
directing a suspension of that measure. 

Secondly, His Excellency the Vizier may have consented 
to the cession of territory without acquiescing in the arrange- 
ra^nts which I have deemed indispensably necessary to accom¬ 
pany the cession. 

Thirdly, His Excellency may have consented to the terri¬ 
torial cession with all its attendant arrangements, and may 
have entered into a treaty with the Resident for that pur¬ 
pose. 


li. In the first case your object must bo to endeavour to 
induce the Vizier to confirm the appropriation of the terri¬ 
tory, and to consent to the arrangements which 1 have deemed 
necessary to be made in die Vizier's remaining dominions. 

hi. In die second case you will endeavour to persuade the 
Vizier to acquiesce in tile additional arrangements to which f 
have adverted in paragraph G; but whatever arrangements 
may have taken, place previously to vour arrival, founded on 
the basis of a territorial cession, it h my desire that the nego¬ 
tiation for an arrangement upon the terms of the first pro¬ 
position submitted to the Vizier by Lieut.-Colonel *Scott, 
should be renewed. Accordingly 1 direct that, under any 
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state of circumstances, you resume the disciusion of the 15 rat 
proposition3 for this purpose I have prepared a representa¬ 
tion, in writing, to be presented by you to his Excellency. 

18 * The instructions which have been from time to time 
transmitted to the Resident, and the correspondence "which 
has passed between his Excellency the Vizier and me, toge¬ 
ther with the Resident's letters, contain so comprehensive n 
view of the subject that it is unnecessary to furnish you with 
any specific instructions for the purpose of regulating the 
course of argument to be adopted on this occasion. 

14 . Although an arrangement, concluded in the /terms spe¬ 
cified in the first proposition, appears to me to be calculated 
to provide for the security of the various interests involved 
in the administration of the dominion of Oude in a more effec¬ 
tual manner than any other plan which could be devised, yet 
with a view to meet the wishes of his Excellency, I shall be 
disposed to concur in any modification of the terms of the 
first proposition consistent with the preservation ojf the general 
spirit and principles of the proposed arrangement. 

15 . If, therefore, in conformity to his Excellency's original 
proposition, his Excellency should desire to relinquish the 
imisnucl of Oude to one of his sons, you are hereby autho¬ 
rized and directed to acquiesce in that proposition, under sti¬ 
pulations conformable to the general spirit and principles of 
my uniform endeavours to secure the civil and military govern¬ 
ment of Oude in the hands of the Company. 

16 . With a view to guide you in concluding an arrangement 
upon this basis, I refer you to the copy of a treaty concluded 
with the Rajah of Tanjore, now in the possession of Lieut- 
Colonel Scott, to the draft of a treaty with the Vizier, pre¬ 
pared by Lieuh-Coldfiel Scott, arid to a copy herewith trans¬ 
mitted of the draft of a treaty lately forwarded to Fort St. 
George for the perpetual transfer of the civil and military 
government of the Carnatic to the Company. In the event 
either of the Vizier’s acquiescence in the first proposition in 
his own person, or of his abdication in favour of his son, 1 
desire that you will enter into engagements with the Prince 
possessing the musnud, corresponding, as far as local circum¬ 
stances may admit, with the terms and stipulations of the treaty 
recently forwarded to Fort St. George, 

IT. If every attempt to obtain his Excellency the Vizier's 
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-$mmt to any arrangement, founded upon the terms of the 
lirst proposition, should prove fruitless, you will then employ 
your endeavours to effect an arrangement, upon the basis of 
the second proposition, in the manner already described. 

I& It is possible, however, that his Excellency, with a view 
to avoid the reproach which he attaches to the measure of a 
territorial cession, may think it expedient to resign the go¬ 
vernment in favour of his son, and to leave that Prince to 
conclude the terms of a territorial cession with the Company, 
on the basis of the second proposition. 

19 . No material objection exists to preclude such an ar¬ 
rangement, and I accordingly empower you, in the case sup¬ 
posed to acquiesce in his Excellency’s abdication, and to con¬ 
clude a treaty for the cession of the proposed territory to the 
Company, with hja Excellency’s sou as successor to the 
musnud of Oude* 


20. It must, however, be distinctly understood that, in the 
event of his Excellency’s abdication, under the circumstances 
stated in the (l 5 th) and ( 18 th) paragraphs, no separate pro¬ 
vision can be allowed for his maintenance, and under what¬ 
ever circumstances his Excellency may relinquish the govern¬ 
ment, it will he necessary that he should remove from the 
dominions of Oude into the Company's provinces. The rea- 
seming upon this subject, contained in my address to his Ex¬ 
cellency, of the 9 th of February, 1800 , is applicable to any 
supposed case of Jus Excellency’s abdication. 

21. In providing for the case of his Excellency’s eventual 
abdication, I have supposed that his eldest non alone can be 
proposed to succeed to the vacant musnud, and under pre¬ 
sent circumstances I cannot consent to the establishment of 
any other person in the rank of Nabob of Oude. 

The preceding instructions, will serve to apprize you of 
the general tenor of my sentiments respecting the conduct of 
this important negotiation. I shall occasionally transmit to you 
jsueh further directions as circumstances may appear to require, 

2d, It is my intention to proceed on my journey to the 
upper provinces as soon as the situation of public affairs 
shall admit of my absence from the Presidency. 

24 In the event of my having arrived within a short dis¬ 
tance from Lucknow afc the period of time when your nego¬ 
tiation shall have been brought to a close, and when the 
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result shall have been reduced to the form of written engage¬ 
ments, it m my desire that those engagements should be trans¬ 
mitted to me previously to their final conclusion, but if such 
r reference should appear to you likely to fee attended with 
material delay, or to hazard the failure of your negotiation, 
you are in that event authorized to conclude those engage¬ 
ments without previous reference to me. 

I am, &c. 

Wellesley* 


No. CXL. 

Lrrd Clive to ike Marquess IFellesletf, 

My Lord, Fort SL George, July 5th, ItfOl. 

The reports which have been made to me relative to the 
state of his Highness the Nabob’s health, have prevented my 
currying into execution the orders contained in your Lord- 
ship’s despatch of the £8th of May.* 

The malady which afflicts his Highness has now attained 
so great an ascendancy as to leave no expectation of the con¬ 
tinuance of his Highness’s existence for any considerable 
period of time* 

Under this impression, I am informed that means have been 
used by a part of his Highness’s family to introduce armed 
men into the palace of Chepauk* 

I have, therefore, judged it expedient to station a party 
of the Company’s troops at the palace of Chepauk, for the 
purpose of preserving order until an arrangement of the 
affairs of the Carnatic can he effected. 

Your Lordship is aware that a measure of this nature can¬ 
not be acceptable to many parts of the family of his Highness 
the Nabob; and I am prepared to expect that objections will 
continue to he opposed to it, founded on considerations con¬ 
nected with the present debility of his Highness’s mind and 
body* 

If any measure of less apparent decision and efficiency 
could have guarded against the commotion which might be 
expected at the demise of the Nabob from the variety of 
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prevailing interests* and from the actual intention of un ap¬ 
peal to arms, your Lordship will believe that I should have 
studiously avoided any step likely to agitate the feelings of 
the Nabob’s mind, or those of any part of his Highness’s 
family, at this crisis of his disorder. But the measure was 
indispensably necessary to the immediate security of the 
N abob’s lamily, to the future arrangement of the affairs of the 
Carnatic, and to the dignity of the British Government: f 
have, therefore, rendered it effectual* 

I have the satisfaction of informing your Lordship that the 
party of troops, under the command of Lieut,-Colonel Mac 
Nei), has taken a position which commands the entrance of 
bis Highness's palace, without producing any commotion on 
the part of his Highness^ family, dependents or troops j and 
your Lordship may rely, that every degree of conciliation and 
humanity, consistent with the secure attainment of the ulti¬ 
mate object of this arrangement, will be observed in the 
further communication with the Nabob, and with every part 
of his Highness^ family, 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, &c* &e* 

Clive. 


No. CXLI, 

Lord Clive to the Marquees IVdlvdey. 

My Lord, Fort St. Ocorge, 15th July, lSOI. 

1 have the honour of informing your Lordship, that bis 
Highness the Nabob Oindutul Gmra departed this life about 
nine o’clock this morning. 

The arrangement which I informed your Lordship had 
been made for the preservation of order, at the palace of 
Chepauk, upon the occurrence of his Highness's death, has 
completely answered the purposes intended by that measure, 
and I have the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship, 
that entire tranquillity prevails throughout the neighbourhood 
of Chepauk, and of Madras. 

This measure of precaution proved to bo entirely satisfac¬ 
tory to the mind of the late Nabob, from the time his High¬ 
ness became acquainted with the intention of it. Tippoo 
Patlsha, (or Hussain ul »Moolk), the fourth son of the late 
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Mahommed AH, from whom principally I expected an attempt 
to excite a commotion on the death of the Nabob is at present 
under the protection of the troops stationed at Chepauk. 

Previously to the receipt of your Lordship's despatches 
committed to the charge of Mr. Webbe, f had determined to 
take immediate measures on the demise of the Nabob Omdut 
ul Omra, for exercising the Government of the Caro atie on 
the part of the Company; but since the receipt of those 
despatches, which define more distinctly your Lordships 
wishes in regard to the mode of executing that intention, I 
have j rnlged it advisobk to suspend the declaration of the 
right of the British Government to assume the admimstra- 
tration of the affairs of the Carnatic, and to preserve the 
gracious appearance of national forbearance and moderation, 
as long as it might be consistent with the actual security 
of the British interests. 

With this view I deputed Mr, W ebbe, and Lieut.-Colonel 
Close, to the palace of Chepauk for the purpose tif conferring 
with the principal officers of the late Nabob upon the subject 
of any arrangement w hich it might have been the intention of 
his Highness Omdut ul Omra to provide for administering the 
affairs of his family and of his government* 

An authentic will was produced to the deputies, under the 
seal and signature of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, appointing 
his reputed son Ali Hussein Khan, (or Taj ul Omra,)^ to be 
the heir and successor to all his Highness's possessions of 
every description, and nominating Nujeeb Khan, and fuckea 
All Khan, to be the guardians and supporters of his High¬ 
ness's reputed son. 

In conformity to my conditional instructions the deputies 
proceeded to disclose to the guardians Tuckea Ah Khan, and 
Nujeeb Khan, the nature of the discoveries which had been 
made respecting the breach of the alliance between the Com¬ 
pany, and the late Nabobs Mahommed All and Omdut ul 
Omra, by the hostile conduct of their Highnesses- Having 
explained during this conference the entire grounds on which 
the right of the Company, to use its discretion in securing 
the interests pledged to it is founded, the deputies pressed 
Ttickea Ali Khan, and Nujecb Khan to concur in a negocia- 
tion for an amicable adjustment of the affairs of the Carnatic, 
rather than to compel the British Government to proceed 
to the exercise of its own rights and power. 
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le plea of delay founded on the decency and necessity of 
providing for the immediate funeral of the late Nabob, was 
urged in a manner so consistent with public decorum, and 
with the feelings natural to the family of his Highness on this 
occasion, that Colonel Close and Mr, Webhe, judged it ex¬ 
pedient to allow a latitude until seven o’clock to-morrow 
evening, for the declaration of a filial answer to the propo¬ 
sition of an adjustment by negotiation* 

In granting this latitude, the deputies were careful to 
refuse all validity to the will of the late Nabob, and concluded 
the conference by an assurance to the guardians, that, upon 
their answer to be given at the next conference, would abso¬ 
lutely depend, either the acknowledgement of the will of 
Oimhit ui Omra by the Company, or the necessity of asserting 
the rights of the Company, by proceeding to exercise the 
civil and military government of the Carnatic. 

The guardians having declared their intention to give a 
categorical answer at the time poposed, I shall be prepared 
at the expiration of it to act according to the termination of 
the conference, either by acknowledging the succession of 
Taj ul Omra and receiving possession of the Carnatic through 
the channel ofnegociation, or by asserting the right of the Com¬ 
pany, and immediately proceeding to exercise the government 
of the Carnatic, 


I should have availed myself of the earliest opportunity 
of opening a negociation with his late Highness the Nabob 
Omdut ul Omra upon the grounds of your Lordship’s des¬ 
patches \ but having satisfied myself on the solemn declaration 
of bis Higlmess’s physician taken on oath, that the commu¬ 
nication of important business at the time of my receiving 
your Lordships instructions, might have been attended with 
fatal consequences to the life of the Nabob, I refrained from 
informing his Highness of the arrival of those despatches. 
The gradual decay of the Nabob lias since continued to ren¬ 
der it impracticable for me on the same motives of humanity, 
to make any communication to his Highness, founded on 
your Lordship’s instructions* 

I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect and esteem. 

Your Lordship’s mo ut faitli fnt servan t, 

Cmve* 
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Lord Cl he to the Marqum Welledep. 

Fort St, George, 20tli July, 1301. 

Mr HEAR Lord, [Received 2 *mI August, 1801 .j 

It is not without the most real and unaffected concern that 
I acquaint your Lordship of the entire failure of what had 
yesterday so fair a prospect of being brought to an amicable 
and satisfactory termination, the proposed arrangement with 
the reputed son of the late Nabob, I met the young man 
this afternoon in the full expectation of finding him prepared 
to enter into such engagements as I deemed necessary for the 
future accomplishment of your Lordship's intentions, but 
notwithstanding the favourable disposition evinced by him 
yesterday, and his explicit assurance of acceding to my pro¬ 
positions, lie has since suffered himself to he turned from 
what appeared to have been his genuine resolution, and has 
finally rejected them in deference to the advice of those by 
whom he is surrounded, and by whose influence lie seems to 
he entirely controled. An earnest desire of bringing this 
important business to an amicable issue, and I may add a 
feeling of regard for this youth, have induced me to afford 
him every reasonable latitude of time to weigh and consider 
his own situation and interest* But since these measures of 
conciliation and forbearance have failed, and the consequences 
of his rejection of the Company's liberal offers have been 
stated to the young man in my presence in distinct and 
forcible terms, I feel that t have discharged what humanity 
and a sense of the forlorn situation of the young man required 
of me. 

Considering, therefore, all treaty with Hussein Ali as con¬ 
cluded, I am now proceeding, according as I conceive, to the 
spirit of your Lordship's instructions, to open a negotiation 
with the son of the Ameer, to which I expect a more favour¬ 
able, certainly a more speedy result. I trust your Lordship 
will be persuaded that no delay which could with propriety 
have been avoided, has taken place, and that my unremitting 
attention has been and will continue to he employed to bring 
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and important business to the best practicable 

conclusion, 

The details of tins affair which has branched out to a con¬ 
siderable extent, will be prepared and transmitted to your 
Lordship with all possible expedition, 

1 am always with the greatest esteem and regard, 

My dear Lord, 

most faithfully yours, &e. 

Cuvii, 


No, CXLIIh 

Lord CUve Co the Marquess Weltedeif. 

Fort St. George, 2?th July, 180L 

My dear Lord, [Received Hth August, 180 L 

In my private letter dated the £0th instant, 4 I had the 
honour to acquaint your Lordship of the entire failure of my 
endeavours to effect a satisfactory arrangement of the affairs 
of the Carnatic with Hussein Ali, the reputed son oi the late 
Nabob Omdnt ul Omni, and of my intention of opening a 
negotiation with Azim ud Dowlah the undoubted and only son 
of the Ameer, to which I expected a speedy and favourable 
result* In that expectation I have not been disappointed, 
and I am now enabled to congratulate your Lordship upon 
my having brought tills important business to the best con¬ 
clusion according to my judgment, of which, in the present 
situation of things it was susceptible* I am aware that in 
your Lordship’s instructions brought by Mr. Webbe,+ no 
order is prescribed for treating with Azirn ul Dowlah in the 
event of the failure of negotiation with Hussein AIL hut 
when your Lordship drew those instructions I am per¬ 
suaded that it was not more in your Lordship's contempla¬ 
tion than it was in mine when I received them, that Ali Hus- 
seln could be so infatuated and misled, as finally, under the 
circumstances of doubt which overhang his birth, and of 
disqualification arising from the faithless conduct of hii; re¬ 
puted father, to reject the terms by which alone he could 
have become Nabob of the Carnatic, and to place himself in 
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the situation of a pensioner dependent on the bounty of the 
Company, Such* however* after an explanation which my 
sense of duty, and a feeling for the mild and gentle quali¬ 
ties of Ali Hussein induced me to offer in terms of kindness 
and persuasion, although in the most explicit manner* was 
his deliberate determination. 

Combining then the instructions brought by Mr* Webbe 
With those imparted by your Lordship in March* 1800* which 
appear to me to apply* in some essential points* to the actual 
state of affairs* considering the inefficient and dispersed state 
of our military force at this Presidency* and what it has to 
perform, as well as the precarious and unpleasant situation of 
domestic politics; and being convinced that your Lordship 
fully concurs with me in what irresistibly presses upon tny 
mind* the expediency of obtaining an effectual control over 
the Carnatic* by negotiation* if practicable, rather than by as¬ 
sumption by force* I please myself with the belief that in 
concluding a treaty f with Azmi ul Dowlah, I have acted ac¬ 
cording to the spirit of your intentions* and that had your 
other important duties allowed of your presence here, the 
measure now adopted would have been your own f and know¬ 
ing the liberality with which your Lordship viev. s the con¬ 
duct of those whom you confidentially trust* 1 have no ap¬ 
prehension in submitting to your judgment a transaction 
which places Azint ul Dowlah on tlie k Musnud and the 
control of the Carnatic in the Company* 

In the early part of this business the reports I received 
of this young man made me doubt the prudence of bringing 
him forward. He was represented to exhibit a ferocity of 
manner and incapacity* the consequence of a long exclusion 
from society, I have* therefore* been most agreeably unde¬ 
ceived upon these points* both by the reports made to me by 
tbe deputies and by my own observation; and I can with 
truth assure your Lordship that the reverse of what has been 
asserted characterizes Azini ul DowWh, His figure is manly* 
his countenance open and expressive; in conversation his 
language is good* and even elegant, and bo far is he from 
being deficient, that we had more than one occasion to notice 
the shrewdness and readiness of his replies * indeed* the 


See p, 249- 
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manner in which he spoke of the late Nabob and the Qther 
branches of his family , as welt as the sentiments whiffii he 
expressed regarding them, indicate an elevation of mind the 
more pleasing and striking* perhaps because not expected. 

Your Lordship will notice* in the treaty* an article by 
which Azim ul Dowlah acknowledges the right of the Com¬ 
pany to certain debts; and a secret article* which has not 
been submitted to the Council, stipulates the payment of the 
cavalry-loan at an early period, In consequence of reports 
of treasure belonging to the Sircar, to a very large amount, 
being within the precincts of Chepauk, (to which reports I 
give credit) I have thought it incumbent on me to take this 
measure for the eventual liquidation of the debt due to the 
Company. Should this intelligence be correct, the result 
muse be productive of great advantage, not only to this pre¬ 
sidency, but of general relief to the fi nances of India. 


I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest regard and esteem, 
my dear Lord, 

your Lordship's most faithful servant, 

Clive, 


July 27th, 1301. 

Declaration of the Right Honourable the Governor m Council of Fort St. 
George, hy and with the authority of His Excellency the Most Noble She 
Governor-General in council of all the Brit ish ptme&mm in India. 

Ap alliance of the most intimate union anti friendship has long submated 
between the Honourable English East India Company* and the family of 
their Highnesses Mahomed Alt and Omdut ul Omrah. late Nabobs of the 
Carnatic Payen Ghaut. By the aid of that alliance, his bite Highness the 
Nabob Mahomed AH was enabled under Providence, 10 support bis pie- 
tensions to the. possession of the Carnatic at the death of his illustrious 
father i to defeat the power of his enemies in arms, and finally to establish 
his authority in the Government of Arcot, and of its dependencies* 00 the 
foundations of the British power. For the defence and protection of the 
valuable possessions thus acquired by the united arms of the English Com** 
pany* and of the Nabob of Arcot* various treaties and obligations have 
been established, by which it was intended that the interests, security and 
power of both parties in the Carnatic Payen Obaut* should be cemented 





and idcratltal. In conformity to the faith ami spirit of those engagements 
the honourable Company lias invariably employed not only the resources 
derived from that alliance, but the whole power of the British empire in 
IucHei, to maintain the government of the late. Nabobs of the Carnatic 
*i gainst all their enemies, and haa caused them to he acknowledged by 
foreign states as the allies of the British nation. By these means, and by 
the unabated exertion of its whole power, the English nation was enabled 
during the war which continued from the year 1780 to the year 1783, to 
support the pretensions of the Nabob Mahomed AH, and to rescue his 
dominions from the violence of Hyder All Khan, and of his successor Tip- 
poo Suit aim, who, by the assistance of the French nation had been enabled 
to conquer a considerable part of the Carnatic* and to establish their autho¬ 
rity over the greatest portion of the territorial possessions of the said 
Nabob, 

To support the authority of the Nabob Mahomed M, and to secure the 
British interests in the Carnatic, it became expedient for the contracting 
parties to enter into specific engagements for the maintenance of an ade¬ 
quate military establishment. The English Company accordingly bound 
itself by a treaty , bearing date in the month of February, 1787? to main¬ 
tain the whole military force required for the protection of the territories 
of the allies j in consideration of whic$ engagement, the Nabob Mahomed 
Ali agreed, among other conditions, and under certain penalties therein 
specified, to pay an annual subsidy amounting to fifteen lacs of pagodas* 

According to the further stipulations of that engagement, rendered ne¬ 
cessary by experience for the mutual safety of the contracting parties, the 
English Company in the year 1790, charged itself with the administration 
of the civil government in addition to the military defence of the Carnatic, 
In a critical juncture of affairs, when the ambition and implacable enmity 
of the late Tippoo Saltmin compelled the British Government in India,' to 
resort to arms for the support of its rights, and for the protection of its 
allies. 

At the conclusion of the war, in the year 17^2, (the successful and glo¬ 
rious termination of which tended in the most direct manner, to secure the 
safety and prosperity of the possessions of his Highness the Nabob of the 
Carnatic) the British Government restored the civil government of the 
Carnatic to his Highness, thereby manifesting the strictest adherence to 
the stipulations of the existing engagement of 178?! but the British 
Government did not confine itself to the mere discharge of the stipulations 
of its existing engagements | its views were extended to an enlarged and 
liberal consideration of the principles of the alliance subsisting between 
the Company, and the Nabobs of the Carnatic. 

At that period of time the Nabob Mahomed AH, relying on the friendly 
disposition of the British Government, represented in the most urgent 
manner to the Marquess Cornwallis, the inadequacy of bis Highness’* 
resources to discharge the pecuniary engagements of the treaty of 1787; 
and the Governor-General, acting in conformity to the spirit of the alliance 
and friendship so long subsisting between the Nabobs of the Car untie, and 
tbo English Company? relieved his Highness from the burlhensome termr 
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of that engagement; thereby stir rendering the pecuniary rights, ac^dired 
by the Company tmcNr the treaty of 17&7* for the purpose of jjpMfluotiajjf 
the tranquillity, comfort and interests of the Nabob Mahomed AJL 

With this liberal view of the principles of the connexion established 
between the British Government and the Nabob of Arcot, an indulgent 
modification of the treaty of 17$7 was framed, and by a subsequent 
treaty* bearing date in the month of July, 1732, the pecuniary contribu- 
don of his Highness" the Nabob of the Carnatic towards the general 
defence and protection of the rights and possessions of the allies was dimi¬ 
nished from fifteen to nine lacs of star pagodas, The spirit of moderation 
by which the British councils were guided* iu respect to this alliance, was 
unequivocally manifested by a further stipulation for the purpose of secur¬ 
ing to the Nabob Omdufc ul Omra, the son and presumptive heir of the 
Nabob Mahomed Alt, the succession to the territories of his father, on the 
terms and conditions of the treaty of 17->2. 

In return for tins relinquishment of a considerable portion of its pecu¬ 
niary resources* the English Company obtained no other advantages than 
an 'extended renewal of the territorial security, already provided by the 
treaty of 1787, for the performance of the Nabob Mahomed All's pecuniary 
engagements, and a repetition of his Highness^ previous obligation not to 
contract alliances, no* to enter into correspondence with any European or 
native power, without the knowledge and concurrence of the British 
Gov ernme n t. Con fo r m abl y tb erefo re to this ind ul gen t m udifi cati on o f thc 
the treaty of 1787, the government of the Carnatic was restored to the 
Nabob Mahomed All* On the death of Ms High ness the Nabob Mahomed 
Ali, in the year 1705, the Nabob Omdut ul Omra succeeded to the pos ¬ 
session of his father's territories, according to the provision of the treaty 
of 1792. 

The Nabob Mahomed All, as well as his son and successor, had re¬ 




peatedly granted tuncaws and assignments of revenue on the districts 
pledged to the Company, in direct violation of the treaty of 1 792, and to 
the manifest injury of the territorial security provided by the Company* 
for its interests in the Carnatic. The British Government however, conti¬ 
nued to extend to their Highnesses the indulgent operation of the beneficial 
conditions of the treaty of 1792, by abstaining from the exercise of the just 
rights acquired against their Highnesses* under the express stipulations of 
that engagement, and under the acknowledged interpretation of the law of 
nations* 

Under these circumstances* the British Government might justly have 
required from the house of Mahomed AH, not merely the exact and rigid 
observation of the treaty of 1792, but a zealous and cordial attachment to 
the spirit of an engagement, under which the Nabobs of the Carnatic had 
found the most ample protection, accompanied by the most indulgent and 
liberal construction of every stipulation favourable to their separate Inter¬ 
ests, and by the most lenient relaxation of those penal articles, the obliga¬ 
tion of which their Highnesses had respectively incurred by violating the 
article of the treaty of 1792, relative to the grants of tuncaws, or assign¬ 
ment:; of revenue* on the districts pledged to the Company. 


tftfnfrjfj,; 
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that the Governor in council is compelled 
to declare* that the tse ancient allies of the Company* the Nabobs Maho¬ 
met Ali, and Orndut nl Omra, have been found not only deficient in every 
active duty of the alliance, but unfaithful to its fundamental principles and 
untrue to its vital spirit. 

In the full enjoyment of the most abundant proofs of the mode ration, 
indulgence and good faith of the Honourable Company, the Nabob Maho¬ 
med All, and the Nabob Orndut id Omra* actually commenced and main¬ 
tained a secret intercourse with Tippoo Sultaun, the determined enemy of 
the British name* founded on principles, and directed to objects, utterly 
subversive of the alliance between the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Com¬ 
pany, and equally incompatible with the security of the British power in 
the Peninsula of India. 

After the fall of Seringapatam, the British Government obtained pos¬ 
session of the original records of Tippoo Sultaun j the correspondence of 
that Prince's ambassadors, during their residence at Fort Si. George, in 
attendance on his sonst, the hostage princes, iipi the year 1792, and 1/93* 
established sufficient gnmuds of apprehension, that their Highnesses, the 
late Nabob Mahomed Ali, and the late Nabob Qmriut id Omra, had entered 
into a secret intercourse with the late Tippoo Sultaun, of a nature hostile 
to the British interests in India. The enquiries of the British Government 
have been since directed to ascertain a fact so intimately connected with 
the security of its rights in the Carnatic. The result Isas established the 
following propositions by a series of connected written and oral testimony. 

First. At the very period of time when the Nabob Mahomed M ap¬ 
pealed to the generosity of the British Government for an indulgent modi¬ 
fication of the treaty of 1787, his Highness bad already commenced a se¬ 
cret negotiation for the establishment of an intimate intercourse with the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultaun, without the knowledge of the British Government, 
and for purposes evidently repugnant to its security and honour. 

Secondly. The Nabob Orndut td Omra (who was empowered by the 
Nabob Mahomed Ali to negotiate the treaty of 1792 with the British Go¬ 
vernment, and who actually negotiated that treaty for himself and for his 
father) was actually employed at the fame period of time under his father's 
authority, in negotiating for himself and for his father the terms of the 
said separate and secret intercourse with Tippoo Sultaun. 

Thirdly, The tendency of the said Intercourse was directed to the sup¬ 
port of Tippoo Sultaun in victory and triumph over all his enemies. 

Fourthly, In the month of December 1792, the Nabob Mahomed Ali 
imparted secret information to Tippoo Sultaun regarding the sentiments and 
intentions of the British Government in India with relation to the hostile 
views and negotiations of Tippoo Sultaun at the Courts of Poonah and 
Hyderabad; and on the tirst intelligence of the war between Great Britain 
and France in the year 1793, the Nabob Mahomed Ali imparted & ecru t in¬ 
formation to Tippoo Sultaun respecting the views and power of France in 
India and in Europe, and respecting the intended operations of the British 
forces against the French possessions in the Carnatic * and the Nabob 
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Mahomed Aii conveyed to Tippoo Sultann secret admonitions and friendly 
advice respecting the most favourable season and the most propitious state 
of circumstances for the violation nf Tip poo Stilt aim’s engagements with 
the Honourable Company, 

Fifthly, The Nabob Omdut ul Omra was employed by his father as one 
of the agents to convey secret intelligence, friendly admonition, and rea¬ 
sonable advice to Tippoo Sultann, through the confidential agents of Tip- 
poo Sul taim, tv ho were furnished with instructions from the said Sul faun of 
Mysore to receive such communications from the said Nabob of the Car¬ 
natic, and from ilie Nabob Omdut ul Omni. 

Sixthly, A cypher was composed and actually introduced Into the sepa ¬ 
rate and secret correspondence between the Nabob Mahomed AH and Tip- 
poo Sutmm. The original key of the said cypher, discovered among the 
records of Serin gap atom, is in the handwriting of the confidential Moon- 
shee Cor secretary) of the Nabob Mahomed Ali, and of the Nabob Omdut 
ul Omra; and the said cypher was delivered by a confidential agent of the 
Nabob Omdut ul Omra to the ambassador of Tippoo Suitaim for the ex¬ 
press purpose of being transmitted to Tippoo Sultaum 

Seventhly* The terms employed m the said cypher* particularly those 
intended to designate the British Government and its allies, the Nizam and 
the IVJahratta State, united in a defensive league against Tip poo Suita tin, 
contain the most powerful internal evidence that the communications pro¬ 
posed to be disguised by the said cypher, were of the most hostile tendency 
to the interests and objects of the said alliance, and calculated to promote 
the cause of Tippoo Sidtaan in opposition to that of the said allies. 

Eighthly. The Nabob Omdut ul Omra, in Ids own hand writing, in the 
mouth of August, 179*1, coroborated the evidence of his intention to com¬ 
plete the purposes herein described of the secret intercourse which he had 
negotiated with Tip poo Suit huh * and the continuance of the same inten¬ 
tion is manifested by letters from the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, and from his 
confidential agent, addressed to the supposed agent of Tippoo Suit an n in 
the year 179b, subsequently to the Nabob Omdut ul Onira’s accession to 
the government of the Carnatic Under the treaty of l79-< 

Ninthly. At the commencement, and during the progress of the late just* 
necessary, and glorious war with the late Tippoo Suit aim, the Nabob 0m- 
dut ul Omra to the utmost extent of his means and power, pursued the 
object of his secret intercourse with Tippoo Suhaun by a systematic course 
of deception with respect to the provision of the funds necessary to enable 
the British troops to march into Mysore, as well as by a systematic and 
active opposition to the supply and movement of the allied army through 
different parti of the said Nabob’s dominions. 

Tenthly, The stipulations contained in the fifteenth article of the treaty 
of 1/87, and the tenth article uf the treaty of 1792, By which the Nabobs of 
the Carnatic were bound not to enter into any political negotiations nr 
correspondence with any European or native power or state without the 
consent el the Government of Fort St, George or of the Company, formed a 
fundamental condition of the alliance between the said Nabob and the 
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Company, anil the violation of tlic sigIKl stipulations nett' sarlly involved 
the entire forfeiture on the part of the Nabob of all the benefits of the said 
alliance. 

Eleventhly. The Nabob Mahomed Alt and the Nabob Omdut id Omm 
have violated the said stipulations, and have thereby forfeited all the bene¬ 
fits nf the said alliance; and the Nabob Mahomed All, and the Nabob 
Omdut id Gin rah having violated the said stipulations For the express pur¬ 
pose of establishing m union of interests with Tippoo Suit aim, thereby 
placed themselves in the condition of public enemies to the British Go¬ 
vernment in India. 

It is manifest, therefore, that the intentions of the Nabobs Mahomed Ali 
and Omdut ul Omra have been uniformly and without interruption hostile to 
the British power in India; and that those intentions have been carried 
into effect to the full extent of the actual power possessed by their High- 
nessess respectively at the several periods of time in which they have acted 
in pursuance of their system of co-operation with the enemy. 

By acting on these principles of conduct, the Nabobs Mahomed Ali and 
Omdut ul Omra not only violated the rights of the Company, but by unit¬ 
ing their interests with those of the most implacable enemy of the British 
Empire, the Nabobs Mahomed Ali and Omdut ul Omra actually placed 
themselves in the relation of public enemies 10 tlie British Government, 
dangerous to the extent of their respective power, and active according to 
the means and opportunities afforded to them by the circumstance of the 
moment, and especially by the most severe exigency and pressure of war. 
Every principle of public law* therefore, released the British Government 
from the intended obligations of the treaty of 1 J!)2 ? and every considera¬ 
tion of self-defence and security authorised the Company to exorcise its 
power in the manner most expedient for the purpose of frustrating the 
hostile councils of the late Nabob of the Carnatic, modelled upon the artful 
example, actuated by the faithless spirit, and sanctioned by the testamen* 
Cary voice of his father. 

In proceeding to exercise this right it was painful to the British Govern¬ 
ment to be compelled to expose to the world all these humiliating proofs 
of the ingratitude and treachery of die Nabobs Muhoraed Alt and Omdut 
ul Omra towards the power which has uniformly proved their guardian and 
protector ■ but in acting from the impression of this sentiment, the British 
Govern men t was more desirous of consulting its own dignity than of ad¬ 
mitting nny claims on the part of those infatuated princes to its generosity 
and forbearance. 

In conformity to this spirit of temperance and moderation, it was the 
intention of the British Government to have made a formal communica¬ 
tion to the Nabob Omdut ul Omra of the proofs which had been obtained 
of his Highness^ breach of the alliance, with the view of obtaining, by 
the most lenient means, satisfaction for the injury sustained by the Bri¬ 
tish Government, and security against the future operation of the hostile 
councils of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra, 

Circumstances of expediency, connected with the general interests and 
policy of the British Government, interrupted the communication of this 



HE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL OP FORT ST* GEORGE* 


J§L 


^dtatmd to live Nabob Omdut ul Omra: the intermediate illuess of his 
Highness protracted the execution oF that intention, and his BubseqdGht 
death frustrated the wish of the British Government, to obtain from that 
Prince satisfactory security for the rights pledged to the Company in the 
Carnatic* 

The death of the Nabob Omdut ul Omra has not a (Fee ted the rights 
acquired by the British Government under the discovery of his breach of 
the alliance* 'Whatever claim the reputed son of the Nabob Omdut ui 
Omra may be supposed to possess to the Company's support of his pre¬ 
tensions to the Government of the Carnatic, is founded on the grounds 
of the rights of Omdut ul Omra himself: the right of the Nabob Omdut 
uJ Omra to the assistance of the Company In securing his succession to 
the Nabob Mahomed AH in the government of the Carnatic was founded 
on the express stipulations of the treaty of 1/92: the result of the pro¬ 
positions stated in this declaration has established abundant proof that 
the fundamental principles of the alliance between the Company and the 
Nabob Omdut ui Omni* as well as the express letter of the treaty of M 792, 
had been absolutely violated and rendered of no effect by the Nabobs 
Malio turned Ail and Omdut ul Omni, previously to the ostensible conclu¬ 
sion of that instrument* It is ronuifee!;, therefore, that the Nabob Omdut 
ul Quito could derive no rights fro in the formal ratification of that treaty, 
the vital spirit of which bad trendy been annihilated by the hostile anti 
faithless conduct of his Highness j and that the Nabobs Mahomed AJi 
and Omdut ul Omra, by forming an intimate union of interests with 
Tippoa Snltaun had act.itally placed themselm in the relation of public 
enemies to the British empire in India* 

Whatever claim to the Company's protection and support the reputed 
sou of Omdut ul Omra may derive from his supposed father had been 
utterly destroyed by the hostile conduct of Omdut ul Omra: it follows, 
therefore, that the reputed son of Omdut ul Omra has succeeded to the 
condition of his father, which condition was that of a public enemy, and 
consequently that, at the death of Omdut ul Omra, the British Govern- 
ifteut remained at liberty to exercise its rights, founded on the faithless 
policy of its ally, in whatever manner might be deemed most conducive 
to the immediate safety and to the general interests of the Company in 
l he Carnatic* 

Before the British Government proceeded to exercise this right, founded 
on the violation of the Alliance and on the necessity of self-defence, it 
was defeirous of manifesting its attention to the long established connec¬ 
tion between the Company and the house uf Omdut ul Omra, by sacri¬ 
ficing to the sentiments of national magnanimity and generosity the re¬ 
sentment cr ited by his High Mesa's flagrant breach of the alliance* In 
the spirit of those councils, therefore, with which it had been the inten¬ 
tion of the British Government to demand satisfaction and security from 
Omdut ul Omra, and to avoid the publication of facts so humiliating to 
the family of 1 bat Prince, the British Government communicated to the 
reputed son of Omdut ul Omra, knowledge of the proofs now existing in 
the possession of the Government of For! St. George, of the violation of 
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the alliance* at the same time the British Government manifested a con¬ 
sistent adherence to the principles of moderation fmd forbearance by 
opening a latitude to the reputed son of Oindut ul Omm to afford, by 
means of an amicable adjustment, that satisfaction and security which 
the hostile and faithless conduct of his Supposed father had entitled the 
British Government to demand, and which the dictates of prudence and 
self-defence compelled it to require. 

The reputed eon of Orndut id Omra, by and with the advice of the 
persons appointed by his father's will to assist his councils, has persisted 
in opposing a determined resistance to this demand, thereby exhibiting 
an unequivocal proof that the spirit which actuated the hostile councils 
of the Nabob Mahomed All and Orndut ul Onm, ha* been transmitted 
with unabated vigour to the supposed son of Omdnt ul Omra, secured in 
its operation under the sanctimonious forms of their testamentary injunc¬ 
tions, and preserved with religious attachment by,the ostensible descen¬ 
dant of that Prince. ^ -< 

Frustrated in the hope of obtaining from the reputed urn of Omdnt ul 
Qmra reparation for its injuries and security for its rights, the British 
Government is now reluctantly compelled to publish to the world the 
proofs of this flagrant violation of the most sacred ties of amity and alli¬ 
ance by the Nabobs Mahomed Ali and Omdnt ul Omra, and the here¬ 
ditary spirit of enmity manifested by 'he reputed son of Omdut ul Gmra 
to the interests of the British Government. The duty and necessity of 
self-defence require the British Government, under the circumstance:* of 
this case, to exercise its power in the attainment of an adequate security 
for its rights. Justice and moderation warrant that the family of Omdut 
ul Omm shall be deprived of the means of completing its systematic 
course of hostility; wisdom and prudence, demand that the reputed son 
of Omdut ul Oinrn shall not he permitted to retain the possession of re¬ 
sources dangerous to the tranquillity of the British Government in the 
peninsula of India. 

Wherefore, the British Government, still adhering to the principles of 
moderation, and actuated by its uniform desire of obtaining security for 
its rights and interests in the Carnatic by an arrangement founded on the 
principles of the long subsisting alliance between the Company and the 
family of the Nabob Mahomed Ali, judged it expedient to enter into a 
negotiation for that purpose with the Prince A rim ul Dowlah Bahadur 
the son and heir of Ameer nl Omra, who was the second son of the Nabob 
Mahomed All, and the immediate great grandson by both his parents 
of the Nabob Anwer ud Been Khan, of blessed memory; and his Flight 
ness the Prince A rim ui l>owkh Bahadur having entered into engage* 
meats for the express purpose of reviving the alliance between the Com¬ 
pany and his illustrious ancestors, and of establishing an adequate se¬ 
curity for the British interests in the Carnatic, the British Government 
has now resolved to exercise its rights and its power, under Providence, 
in supporting and in establishing the hereditary pretensions of the Prince 
Azim ul Dotvlfth Bahadur in the snubahdarry of the territories of Arepf 
and of the Carnatic Payen Ghaut. 


““was, 
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r more fall explanation of the grounds and motives of this 
declaration, the Right Honourable'the Governor in Council by and with 
the muhority of his Excellency the mi)H noble the Governor-Genera] in 
Council his caused attested copies and extracts of sc vend documents dis¬ 
covered at Scringapatam tube annexed hereunto, together with an extract 
from the Treaty of 1792, 

By command of the Right Hon. the Governor-in-Council 

J. WebBE, 

Chief Secretory to Government, 


No, CXUV, 

4 Marquess fVdledty to the f Mzier Oude, 

Fort Wi!Ham, August H> 1801, 

With the utmost degree of astonishment and concern l 
received from Lieut*-Colonel Scott information that your 
Excellency had adopted the extraordinary resolution of with¬ 
holding the future payments of subsidy to the Company* un¬ 
der the plea that Colonel Scott's orders to you t Excellency's 
annuls, and to the Company’s military officers, preparatory to 
the eventual occupation of the territory proposed to he ceded, 
had deprived your Excellency of the means from which the 
subsidy was to be realized* 

Admitting that the orders issued by Lieut,-Colonel Scott 
were ^uch as your Excellency thought proper to describe, 
they could not be considered to exonerate your Excellency 
from the subsidy, until the territories to which these orders 
applied should have been completely occupied by the Com¬ 
pany's officers. The effect of Colonel Scott's orders even 
as described by youi Excellency, could not have impaired 
the resources for the payment of the kist which had been 
due before these orders could possibly have impeded any 
expected receipts of revenue from your Excellency's country, 
still less can the intimations and instructions which Lietiu- 
Colonel Scott actually gave to your aumils, and to the Conv 
party's military officers, be supposed to produce the effect 
which your Excellency has been pleased to ascribe to them. 

But if any doubts existed on this subject, they would be 
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removed by your Excellency's acknowledgment that 
you were actually in possession of the resources necessary 
for the payment of the kist of June, at the moment when you 
asserted that the measures adopted by Colonel Scott had de¬ 
prived you of the means of fulfilling your pecuniary engage¬ 
ments. . 

Your Excellency’s refusal, therefore, to continue your sub¬ 
sidiary payments, was a direct violation of treaty, and (1 mu 
concerned to add) was aggravated by the disrespectful offer 
of discharging the disputed kist, under the plea oi relieving 
the supposed exigencies of the British Government, under 
conditions which required the British Government to sanc¬ 
tion your Excellency’s violation of treaty, and to compromise 
its dignity by a public retraction of the measures which a due 
regar d for the rights and interests of the Company had com¬ 
pelled the British Government to adopt. 

Having since, however, the satisfaction to learn, that your 
Excellency had returned to a due sense of your engagements, 
and had actually commenced payment of the kist for June, I 
deem it unnecessary to enter into any further discussion of 
the question, or to communicate to your Excellency the sen¬ 
timents which your Excellency’s conduct upon that occasion 
excited in my mind, and the decisive measures which my duty 
would have compelled me to adopt for the immediate and 
effectual support of the rights and interests committed to my 
charge against the injurious effects of so direct a violation, on 
your Excellency's part, of the engagements subsisting be¬ 
tween your Excellency and the Honourable Company. 

X cannot, however, refrain from expressing the regret with 
which l observed the disposition, in this instance, so unequi¬ 
vocally manifested by your Excellency to evade the Compa¬ 
ny’s just and equitable demands, and to avail yourself of a 
crisis occasioned by your unwarrantable opposition to the 
rights of the Company, in the expectation that you might 
successfully violate the fundamental principle of your exist¬ 
ing engagements with the British Government. 

My "regret is not diminished by your Excellency’s derelic¬ 
tion of pretensions, so evidently unjustifiable, for it is with 
pain that I am compelled to observe, that your Excellency in 
relinquishing your late extravagant claims has not afforded 
any symptom of a disposition more favourable to the Gowpa- 





ivy’s indefeasible rights, and mot© conformable to the spirit 
of your subsisting obligations* 


1 cannot comprehend the causes of your Excellency's per- 
severance in this system of conduct in opposition to every 
principle of reason, unless it were possible to suppose that 
your Excellency has been persuaded to believe that I shall 
ultimately be Induced to abandon the maintenance of the 
Company^ rights whenever I shall have lost all hope of your 
Excellency’s concurrence in the arrangements which I have 
proposed for their security* If such be the impression upon 
your Excellency’s mind, it becomes my duty to repeat, in the 
most decided and unqualified terms, that my conviction of 
the justice and equity of the demands which I have made 
upon your Excellency remains unaltered, and that no consi¬ 
deration whatever, excepting your Excellency’s concurrence 
in the more wise and beneficial arrangements of the first of 
the two propositions submitted to you* can induce me to re¬ 
linquish the important objects of the pending negotiation. 

Your Excellency deceives yourself, if from the temporary 
suspension of the measures which I had authorized the Resi¬ 
dent to adopt, your Excellency infers the probability of nvy 
relinquishing the demand of territorial security, or of my 
hesitating to adopt whatever measures may appear to be 
necessary for the security of the rights and interests of the 
Honourable Company. My motive for this temporary delay, 
was a consideration of regard for your Excellency- I was 
averse to pursue measures of extremity, while any hope re¬ 
mained, that your Excellency might be induced to consider 
the proposed arrangement in a manner more consistent with 
justice, and with the relations subsisting between your Ex¬ 
cellency and the Honourable Company, I accordingly directed 
Lieut-Calonel Scott to inform your Excellency, as I had been 
prevented by the urgency of public business from proceeding 
in person to the upper provinces as soon as l intended, I had 
determined to despatch my brother the Honourable Henry 
Wellesley, to your Excellency, for the express purpose of 
confirming all the sentiments and resolutions which had been 
already communicated to your Excellency by Colonel Scott, 
and of conveying to your Excellency in the most decided 
manner, the conviction of my invariable determination to 
.adhere to the declarations so repeatedly made to your Ex- 
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•dlency upon the subject of the affairs of Oude; as your 
Excellency therefore had no reason to entertain from my 
brother’s arrival at Lucknow, the most distant expectation 
that I could be induced to abandon claims so strongly sup¬ 
ported, and so indispensable to the British interests, as those 
which have been preferred to your Excellency, I indulged a 
hope that your Excellency would have afforded an acceptable 
proof of your justice and discernment, by consenting to the 
proposed arrangement without waiting for Mr, Wellesley’s 
arrival; but in this expectation I have hitherto been unhappily 
disappointed. Your Excellency’s conduct has disclosed a 
spirit of opposition, not confined to the particular measures 
actually in agitation, but affecting the fundamental principle 
of your Excellency's connexion with the Honourable Com¬ 
pany. Although your Excellency’s erroneous interpretation 
of the- nature and objects of that connexion may have pre¬ 
vented you from forming a proper estimate of the justice and 
necessity of the proposed arrangements, yet under the cir¬ 
cumstances of my repeated and solemn declarations to you 
Excellency, it might have been expected that your Excel¬ 
lency would be convinced of the sincerity of my resolutions, 
and that you would not expose yourself to the discredit of 
compelling the British Government to assert its rights on 
your Excellency’s dominions, without your consent or co¬ 
operation* 

Under these circumstances, your Excellency’s conduct can 
only be ascribed to a fallacious reliance on the groundless 
expectations which the ignorance or depravity of your Ex¬ 
cellency’s advisers has excited in your mind* It is my duty 
to remove those dangerous and illusory impressions, by re¬ 
peating thy most solemn and deliberate resolution never to 
recede from the demands with I have made on;grounds so 
incontestibly just, and of extreme exigency; and by assuring 
your Excellency that no course of events can he supposed 
either in Europe or in this country, which would render the 
proposed arrangement in Oude an object of inferior impor¬ 
tance, or diminish the solicitude with which it will he pur¬ 
sued by the British Government in India, and supported by 
the British administration in Europe. 

I trust however, that upon mature reflection, your Excel¬ 
lency will be induced to wave your opposition to the proposed 



arrangement, and that I shall have the satisfaction to learn, 
that your Excellency united cordially with Colonel Scott 
in carrying it into effect before the arrival of Mr* Wellesley, 
the remaining objects of whose mission will not then be im¬ 
peded by painful and unnecessary discussions* 

In this hope, I trust that ( shall learn from Colonel Scott 
in the course of a few days, that your Excellency has com¬ 
pleted the discharge of the arrears of the augmented subsidy; 
that you have concluded the terms of a territorial cession; 
and adopted the requisite measures for the final reform of 
your military establishment, by reducing the remnant of your 
refractory, useless, and expensive troops. 

1 am now on the point of embarking from Calcutta, and I 
shall hope to learn from Colonel Scott before I have advanced 
many clays on my voyage, that your Excellency has at length 
returned to a course of measures suitable to your character, 
and conformable to your interests* 

Wellesley* 

(A fcmt: Copy.) N* B. EoMUNsroNE, 

Persian Secretary to the Government. 


No, CXLV. 

The Earl of Elgin to the Marquess JVdlvshy, 

Ooast ant in ople , Mivy fit b , 1801, 
My Lord, [Received 2ml September, 180b] 

I have just received advices from our army in Egypt, of 
the S#nd ultimo, and I am happy to say, that they are of a 
nature to promise a happy issue to our operations there. 

The French to the number of 6,000 men, occupy a strong 
post upon some heights near the eastern walls of Alexandria, 
and our army of observation is strongly encamped between 
the westernmost point of Lake Aboukir, and the sea. That 
position has greatly been strengthened by the opening of 
sluices which have let the waters in from Lake Aboukir, to a 
space of low ground between it and Alexandria. That inun¬ 
dation it is thought, will interrupt the enemy's communication 
with Eahmanieh, their only central point between Alex¬ 
andria, and Upper Egypt, 

The strength of our position near Alexandria has permitted 
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tin? Commander-in-Chief to detach a hotly of 4,500 British, 
and as many Turks to Rosetta, which was immediately eva¬ 
cuated by the enemy. The castle that defended that branch 
of the Nile, surrendered on the 21st ultimo, and the garrison 
of $68 men made prisoners of war. Head quarters were in 
consequence to be removed there, and operations to be imme¬ 
diately carried on against fUhntameh, where the enemy are 
said to be near 3,000 strong* The Grand Vizier was at 
Belbeis, and a detachment of hift army had entered I>a- 


inietta. 

I am happy to add, that the natives have shewn uncommon 
zeal in our cause, and provide our army very plentifully with 
fresh provisions* Our cavalry is nearly mounted to the num¬ 
ber of 1,000, and our effective infantry is 11,000 muskets. 

It is natural to suppose, that the French arc considerably 
weakened, for they have never attempted to disturb ns in our 
movements, or to relieve their garrisons. The hope which 
they entertained of succour from the mother country is now 
I trust totally vanished. Their fleet under Admiral Gan- 
theaume of seven sail of the line, which had sailed from 
Toulon was seen on the 29th of March, steering for that 
place in great distress. Sir 4ohn E. Warren chased them on 
the 22nd of March, but lost sight, and caine off Alexandria 
on the 22nd ultimo, but was immediately sent off to the west¬ 
ward by Lord Keith, who is cruising off Alexandria with 
eight sail of the line. 

It appears that the Emperor Paul was put to death by a 
very extensive conspiracy, in which Pah ten was a party, and 
the Zuboffs perpetrated the act with their own hands, Alex- 
der refused a crown that was stained with his fatlieris blood, 
but being informed that everything was prepared for an 
infant Emperor, and a regency in the event of his refusal, he 
accepted. The oath was administered to the troops and 
senate in the night, and by six in the morning Alexander was 
in full possession of the throne, Panin is at the head of the 
new ministry. Woronzow is restored to his mission in En¬ 
gland. Razomowsky comes back to Vienna, ambassador. 
An order was sent to the Russian minister at Copenhagen, 
to propose to Sir Hyde Parker a suspension of hostilities, 
assuring him that the Emperor would bo responsible for his 
acquiescence. » In the meanwhile our fleet forced the passage 
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of the Sound on the 30th of March, and on the 2nd April a 
division commanded by Nelson, attacked the defences of 
Copenhagen, took and destroyed in all twelve ships, and 
killed by the Danish account, £,000 men. Two sail of the 
line, and three block ships, (I suppose floating batteries) are 
taken, another block ship blew up, a frigate sunk, and six 
other vessels of different descriptions were destroyed. When 
the .Danish tire had entirely ceased, Nelson proposed an 
armistice. He went on shore and had a conference with the 
Prince Royal, the result of which was a short armistice, I 
believe, of three days. There seems no doubt of an accom¬ 
modation, as soon as the death of Paul and the pacific dis¬ 
position of his successor is known. Nelson at Copenhagen 
extolled the bravery of die Danes in their defence. No 
account whatever has hitherto reached me of the loss sus¬ 
tained in the action, and in the passage of the Sound by our 
fleet. 

A second armistice has been made between Murat and 
Naples, by which a French army is admitted into the country, 
considerable territories, and nearly ail the Neapolitan ports 
on the Adriatic are pnt into the possession of the French, 
who profess to intend embarking from thence expeditions 
against Malta, Egypt, or the Turkish possessions on the other 
side. I fear they will begin by overthrowing the present 
Sicilian monarchy. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's 

most obedient humble Servant, 

Elgin. 


No. CXLVL 

The Honourable Henry Wellesley to the Marquess Wcllctley. 

My Loud, Lack now, September 6, 1801. 

1, 1 have the honour to inform your Lordship that 1 this 
morning waited upon the Vizier for the purpose of communi¬ 
cating with his Excellency on the object of my mission to 
Lucknow. 

2, I opened the conference by observing that his Excel- 






Umey hpd some time ago been apprized by Lieut,-Colonel 
Scott of the object of my mission to Lucknow , and more re¬ 
cently in a letter from your Lordship, but that for his Excel¬ 
lency's more particular satisfaction I had committed to paper 
the primary object of my mission, and requested his Excel¬ 
lency's perusal of the paper, which I then presented to him, 
and copies of which, in Persian and English, I now enclose. 

3* After the Yizier had read the paper, he said that he bad 
frequently made a representation to Lieut,-Colonel Scott of 
the actual situation of himself and his affairs, and that if I 
pleased he would relate it to me in detail. I replied that I was 
ready to listen to any recital which his Excellency might be 
pleased to make, but that X must previously express my con¬ 
viction, that his Excellency would regard yourLofdsh ip's hav¬ 
ing deputed me to Lucknow, as the strongest proofs which 
your Lordship could afford of your friendship for his Excel¬ 
lency, and of the interest which you take in his Excellency's 
welfare, and I entreated that his Excellency would also consi¬ 
der it as a proof of your Lordship’s unalterable determination 
to prosecute the negotiations which had been so long pending 
to a favourable and speedy issue. 

4. The Vizier said he would reflect on the paper which I 
had prepared, and that it was his earnest; wish that whatever 
should be determined on might be executed without delay. 
I observed that the speedy conclusion of the business rested 
with hie Excellency; that I entirely concurred with his Ex¬ 
cellency in the wish which he had expressed of an imme¬ 
diate conclusion, and that my deputation to Lucknow had 
no other view. 

o» His Excellency begged it might be understood that he 
did not pledge himself for the acceptance of any specific pro* 
position ; but that he was sensible a resistance to any ar¬ 
rangement proposed by your Lordship would not be for Ids 
advantage- I observed that while his Excellency possessed 
that sentiment the delay which had been practised could not 
fail of being a matter of surprize to me; and I earnestly ex¬ 
horted his Excellency to come forward in a candid manner, 
and with a full determination to adjust the matters in reference 
as speedily as possible, 

6- Upon his Excellency entreating that whatever arrange¬ 
ments might be determined upon* his interest should be con- 
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suited, I replied, (bat his Excellency^ interest was a principal 
object of your Lordship’s solicitude, and thaJ his Excellency 
was in possession of the draft of stipulations connected with 
the proposition referred to In the paper which I had just pre- 
seated to him; and I entertained a thorough conviction that 
if his Excellency would enter into a fair consideration of 
these stipulations with me and Lieut^Colonel Scott, we should 
be able to satisfy his Excellency that that proposition provi¬ 
ded in the most effectual manner, as well for his Excellency's 
ease, his affluence, and his dignity, and ibr the, permanent 
prosperity of his family, as for the welfare and interests of 
the state, 

7. Ilis Excellency having promised to re-consider the first 
proposition, I entreated him to keep in his recollection that 
the Company was his natural friend, and that it would be 
more for his advantage to consult with me and Li cut .-Co lone! 
Scott on the measures now under discussion* than with per¬ 
sons of corrupt and abandoned principles, and totally regard* 
less of his Excellency’s honour and interests, 

8. His Excellency observed that it was not becoming a 
man of honour to bring forward the names of persons with 
whom he might advise, lest they might be brought into diffi¬ 
culties; but that he would freely consult with me and Lieut- 
Colonel Scott on all subjects connected with the negotiation; 
and, after taking a short time to reflect upon the stipulations 
of the first proposition, would fix a day for delivering his 
sentiments upon it. 

9. Lieut,-Colonel Scott was present during the whole of 
iny conference with the Vizier, and interpreted between his 
Excellency and me. The official despatches to your Lord- 
ship relative to the negotiation will in future be under the 
joint signatures of Lieut-Colonel Scott and me* 

I have the honour to be, &c* 

Henry Wellesley. 


(Enclosure,) 

1. His Excellency die most noble the Governor-General m apprised 
chat your Excellency’s final determination upon the various important 
communications which you have received from his Lordship, through Co* 
loud Scott, has been delayed by the expectation of a personal interview 
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ivjtIi iik Lordship, and by tlie effect of certain impressions which have 
been produced updn your ExceUeitcy’s mind through the artifices of per- 
stiiis who have abused your Excellency's confidence, 

2. If is Lordship has therefore despatched me immediately to Lucknow 
for the purpose of co-operating with Lieut.-Colonel Scott in the com¬ 
plete execution of his Lordship's orders ; and I am especially instructed 
by his Lordship to express his hope that the presence of n person so 
nearly allied to his Lordship by the ties of bloody m well as of moat intL 
mate confidential connection, will inspire your Excellency with a serious 
conviction of the importance annexed by his Lordship to the success of 
the depending negotiations, and that toy cordial concurrence in aid of the 
talents, experience, and zeal of Lieut,-Colonel Scott, will satisfy your 
Excellency of hi a Lordship's unalterable resolution to prosecute to a speedy 
issue the comprehensive system of measures already submitted to your 
Excellency's considerations by Lieut*-Coloncl Scott* 

3. For the more complete aatisfactjbli of your Excellency’s mind I am 
directed by the Governor-General to apprize your Excellency, in the 
most distinct terms, that in consequence of the critical state of the pub¬ 
lic discussions which have taken place between your Excellency and hi a 
Lordship, it will he bin Lordship's painful duty,in visiting the stations of 
the army in the Proving© of Oude, to decline the honour of a personal 
interview with your Excellency until the negotiation now depending shall 
have been brought to a favourable termination. I am also directed to 
take the earliest Opportunity of informing your Excellency that no 
change in his Majesty's councils at home will affect the general tenor of 
the policy of the British nation in India, and that his Lordship is deter¬ 
mined to pursue, without deviation or interruption, the same course which 
has already received the approbation of his sovereign, of parliament, and 
of the Company. 

4. Under these circumstances I am expressly authorized and com¬ 
manded by the Governor-General to enter, jointly mth Lieut.-Colonel 
Scott, into a discussion with your Excellency of the terms of the first 
proposition submitted to your Excellency through Lieut,-Colonel Scott* 
to the end that it may be brought to a speedy and favourable conclusion* 
And I am further directed to express to your Excellency, the Governor- 
General's unalterable conviction that your acquiescence in this proposi¬ 
tion combines most advantages to every party interested in the prosperity 
of Oude, and affords the only reasonable hope of an effectual remedy to 
the evils existing under your Excellency's Government, 

Henry Wellrsuey, 
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The Marquess Wellesley to the Hon, Henry Wdlesley. 

On the River Bhaugniftpor, 
September 17, 1SG1. 

I, I have received your official and secret letter dated the 
6th instant* communicaiting the substance of your first con¬ 
ference with his Excellency the Vizier* 

% I have groat satis fiction in communicating to you my 
entire approbation of the judicious manner in which you have 
opened the negotiation with his Excellency the Vizier en¬ 
trusted to your charge; and I rely with confidence on the 
continuance of the same judgment in the progress of your 
discussions which you have manifested in the commencement 
of them. 

3. My future letters and instructions upon the subject 
of the negotiations depending with his Excellency the Vizier 
will be addressed jointly to you and to Lieut,-Colonel Scott* 
and usually through the Secretary lu the secret and political 
department, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your moat obedient and faithful servant* 

Wellesley. 


No, CXLVIIL 

The Right Honourable Henry Dundos, to the Marquess WeUesley. 

'Wimbledon, Ifith March, 1801, 

My dear Lord* [Received 24th September* 5sol,] 

By the time you receive this* you will hear many unexpected 
changes in the administration of this country* Mr* Pitt, Lord 
Grenville, Lord Spencer, Mr. Windham, and myself have 
resigned our respective situations in his Majesty’s service* 
The Chancellor likewise has resigned not for the same reason, 
but from a wish to retire. We have parted from his Majesty 
on the most cordial terms, and mean to give a decided sup¬ 
port to his new government. We differed with his Majesty 
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in opinion upon the subject of tlie Irish Catholics. His live 
servants whom I have named, were of opinion that the union 
with Ireland gave a fair opportunity to relieve the Catholics 
of that country from the disfninclnscments to which they are 
still subjected, hut his Majesty had been advised that his 
coronation oath was irreconcilable with such a concession* 
The Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Portland, Lord West¬ 
moreland, though not upon the same ground with his Ma¬ 
jesty concurred with him, as to the policy of the measure* 
Lord Camden who was in the cabinet without an office, con¬ 
curred with us, and has likewise retired j and for the same 
reason Lord Cornwallis gives up the Lord-Lieulenantcy of 
Ireland. 

Mr. Pitt is succeeded by Mr. Addington, the late speaker, 
whose chair is filled by Sir John Mitfcid ; Lord Grenville is 
succeeded by Lord Hawkesbury; Lord Spencer, by Lord 
SlvVincentj Mr. Windham, by Mr. Charles Yurke; myself 
in the war department, by Lord Hobart; and in the Board of 
Controttl, by Lord Lewisham. For his sake, and at his earnest 
request, and for the sake of keeping my own principles from 
going to wreck, I have allowed my name to remain as a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Controul, and mean to give to the depart¬ 
ment every assistance in my power. Lord Eldon succeeds 
the Chancellor; Lord Hardwicke succeeds Lord Cornwallis 
in Ireland ; there are some changes in some of the subordi¬ 
nate situations of government; but none of Mr. Pitt's friends 
or mine have retired so far as by our influence we could pre¬ 
vail upon them to stay ; and as I have already stated, we will 
give every support to keep down a jacobinical opposition, and 
to keep out a jacobinical government* 


I remain, my dear Lord, 

Yours most sincerely, 

Henry Dun has. 
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The Murqnm to Bomnmbk the Secret Committee of the 

Honourable the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Monghyr, September 28, isoi. 

L My anxious desire to visit the interior parts of the pro¬ 
vinces immediately subject to this presidency (as well as the 
province of Oude) has been repeatedly disappointed by the 
occurrence of various events which have either detained me 
at Fort William, or required my presence at Fort St. George. 

2. The objects which I originally proposed to attain' - by 
a progress through these possessions have ever appeared to 
me to be highly interesting and important, and not to be 
postponed for any consideration of inferior exigency to those 
urgent calls of the public service which have hitherto occu¬ 
pied my attention. 

By personal observation and local inspection. I ex¬ 
pected to he able to form a more accurate view of the actual 
state of the provinces than could be acquired by any other 
means. 

4 It appeared to me to be a primary article of my duty 
to ascertain, at the earliest opportunity, by the best evidence 4 
which could be collected, the real operation of the existing 
system of the Company's Government upon the prosperity of 
the country, and upon the wealth, industry, morals, and hap¬ 
piness of the people. Recent events had rendered it highly 
desirable that I should become personally acquainted with 
the general temper of your native subjects, with the senti¬ 
ments entertained by them towards the British Government, 
and with their sense of the spirit, obj feet, and practical opera¬ 
tion of the laws by which they are governed. It seemed also 
that it might prove highly advantageous to the character and 
stability of your government to convince the inhabitants of 
these extensive and populous dominions, that the public 
officer exercising the supreme executive and legislative au¬ 
thority of the empire, was enabled occasionally to superintend 
and control in person, the conduct of the subordinate adminis¬ 
tration, and to appear among the body of the people for the 
salutary purpose of confirming just authority, and of repress 
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vexatious and abusive exercise of local power. I 
felt"a further solicitude to investigate with accuracy, the con¬ 
dition of the Company’s civil service in stations remote from 
the Presidency, to satisfy the civil servants, in such stations, 
that their respective characters and conduct were continually 
under the observation of the Governor-General, and to en¬ 
courage and animate their exertions in the public service, by 
the immediate prospect of public notice, distinction and 
reward. 

fj. Similar advantages were to be expected from a personal 
inspection of the army, at the several stations, and on the 
whole it seemed rational to hope, that my visit to the interior; 
parts of the country, if conducted with proper attention, might 
prove useful to the spirit and discipline of the army, to the 
general administration of justice, to the efficiency of the 
police, to the collection of the revenue, and to the improve¬ 
ment of every branch of your commercial and financial re¬ 
sources in these provinces. 

fi. Under these impressions, the general aspect of affairs 
appearing to admit of my temporary absence from the Pre¬ 
sidency, I made the necessary preparations for the voyage 
Upon the river, and I proposed to have quitted Fort William 
early in July, but the delay of the despatches expected from 
Europe, and other circumstances having detained me at the 
Presidency; 1 was unable to take my departure until the 15th 
pf August, when I embarked at Fort W illume. 

7. In a council hoklen on board the yacht, at Barrackppre, 
on the 18th of August, 1 appointed Peter Speke, Esq,, to be 
Vice-President in council, and Deputy-Governor of Fort. 
William, and I then proceeded up the river. The Comman¬ 
der-in-chief had preceded me in the month of July. He arrived 
at Cawnpore on the 5th instant. 

8. In addition to the general objects which I have in con¬ 
templation in this visit to the provinces, the state of affairs in 
Oude, rendered it absolutely necessary that I should move 
publicly from Fort William, with the declared intention of 
proceeding to Lucknow. 

9. His Excellency the Vizier, after having employed va¬ 
rious subterfuges and evasions, had manifested a disposition 
to elude altogether the final settlement of Oude, upon the 
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eiples indispensably requisite to be applied to the reform 
of the administration of that declining country* 

10* With a view to induce his Excellency to ado]>t without 
delay, the conclusive arrangements proposed to him* I des¬ 
patched Mr* Ilenry Wellesley to Lucknow early in July, iV 
the purpose of aiding Lieut,-Colonel Scott in the depending 
negotiation, as well as of convincing the Vizier of my resolu¬ 
tion to insist on the completion of that system, which appeared 
to me to be necessary for the preservation of the Company’s 
rights and interests in Oude* 

J l* His Excellency had formed considerable expectations 
from the intelligence received of the change which had taken 
place in his Majesty's councils at home, under the hope that 
the Governor-General in council would be deterred by that 
event from the active prosecution of the reform successfully 
commenced in Oude* 

The arrival of Mr* Wellesley at Lucknow, on the 3rd 
of September, and my public departure from Fort William, 
with the avowed intention of proceeding to Oude, combined 
with the communications which 1 have recently made to the 
Vizier, have I trust satisfied his Excellency of my unalterable 
determination to pursue without relaxation, in every part of the 
empire committed to my charge, the same system of policy 
which has obtained the sanction of the honourable Company, 
of Parliament, and of my Sovereign- 

13* It is therefore my expectaion, that by the next des¬ 
patches, 1 shall have the satisfaction to announce to your 
honourable Committee, the conclusion of the settlement of 
Oude. 


14- Your honourable Committee may he assured, that no 
events which can occur either in Europe, or in India, shall 
induce me to yield to the enemies, or to the allies and tribu¬ 
taries of the Company any advantage which I shall possess 
the power to acquire, and to maintain by just and honourable 
means. 


15* Relying on the wisdom and justice of that authority to 
which I hope ultimately to render mi account of my adminis¬ 
tration, I shall continue under the favour of Providence, my 
unremitting exertions in the service of the Company and of 
the nation, until the Honourable Court of Directors shah be 
pleased to relieve me from this arduous trust, by enabling 
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me to deliver it into the hands of a successor especially ap¬ 
pointed to receive it. 

10. Since my departure from Fort William, I have received 
the letter of the Court of Directors, to the Governor-Gen oral 
in council, under date the ;3&nd of April, 1801,1 have accor¬ 
dingly taken the necessary measures for establishing the new 
council at Fort William, and I have appointed George Hilaro 
Barlow to be Vice-President in council, and Deputy-Governor 
of Fort William. My experience of the eminent talents, 
knowledge, integrity, and discretion of Mr. Barlow, inspire 
me with the fullest confidence that he will discharge the trust 
which I have reposed in him to my entire satisfaction. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


No. CL, 

The Marquee Wellesley to the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Monpfhyr, September 2Sih, 1801. 

I. It is my sincere wish to retain my present charge, while 
the exigency of your affairs shall require my services, and 
while you shall be pleased to extend to me the aid and en¬ 
couragement of your confidence and support, 

g, But I have suffered considerable anxiety, since the 
departure of Sir Alured Clarke from Bengal has left me 
unprovided with a successor especially appointed by your 
Honourable Court, to take charge of the government in the 
event of any contingency which might render me unable to 
serve you. 

3, No consideration, inferior to the sense of an utter inca¬ 
pacity of serving you, shall ever induce me to suffer the 
arduous trust which you have reposed in me, to pass into the 
hands of any successor (however respectable in my judgment,} 
who shall not have received from your Honourable Court a 
direct notification of your confidence, signified by a special 
appointment, empowering fiiin to succeed me in the event of 
my death, absence, or resignation. 

4. Various circumstances however, might occur to require 
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Speedy and sudden return to Europe; and the reflections 
which arise from the precarious state of health, and even of 
life in this climate, occasion in my mind a solicitude, (intimately 
connected with my zeal for the prosperity of your affairs, and 
for the dignity, stability, and vigour of your government in 
India,) that yon should preclude the evils which might be 
apprehended, if this government should accidentally fall into 
any hands which >ou had not expressly designated to 
receive it. 

5, I therefore most earnestly entreat your honourable Court 
to add to the favours, which you have already conferred 
on me, by issuing without delay, a provisional appointment 
to any person whom you may in your wisdom deem properly 
qualified to hold the temporary charge of this government in 
the event of my death, absence, or resignation; and I further 
solicit your Honourable Court, to forward such an appoint¬ 
ment by an express, overland, at the earliest practicable pe¬ 
riod of time, after you shall have received this request* 

Ck It is a requisite act of justice to eminent merit to 
declare to your Honourable Court, that the earnestness of 
this application is entirely unconnected with any doubt of 
the qualifications of the gentleman, who in the ordinary course 
of law, would succeed to my trust, were it new to become 
vacant. My experience of Mr. Barlow’s character, and my 
implicit confidence in his talents, and virtues, would leave me 
without an emotion of doubt or apprehension of his ability 
to conduct your affairs, if I were instantly to resign this 
charge into his hands. But my anxiety is founded on a sense 
of the impropriety and risk of suffering the government to 
devolve to any person, unempowered by your express sanction, 
to exercise it, and consequently destitute, in exercising the 
the powers of Governor-General, of the advantage of your 
previous approbation, and of your declared confidence, with¬ 
out which the most splendid abilities, combined with the most 
exalted virtues, migh t he found unequal to the burthen of this 
great Empire, 

I have the honour to he, Honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest respect, 

Your most obedient, obliged, and faithful Servant, 

W&LLEsun, 


2 T 


VOL* II* 



No, CU. 


q%$ j hrftm t% W flwamrtfp? 

CWr* of Directors* 

HoKOTRABLE Sins, Mongliyr, September 2St\ l^OL 

Your Honourable Committee has been apprised of the 
motives which induced me to despatch Captain Malcolm to 
the Court of Persia, and of the general objects of his mission, 
1 have now the satisfaction to inform you, that Captain Mal¬ 
colm returned from his embassy in the month of May, after 
Slaving completely succeeded in accomplishing every object oi 
his mission, and in establishing a connection with the actual 
government of the Persian li-mpire, which promises to the 
British nation in India, political and commercial advantage 
of the most important description, and of ns great a degree 
of stability as appears compatible with the nature and cha¬ 
racter of the Persian Government 

I have the honour to transmit separate numbers in this 
despatch, copies of two treaties,* the first relating to a political 
connection, and the second to a commercial arrangement, and 
a copy of a letter from Captain Malcolm, which accompanied 
the communication of these treaties from Persia, Ihese 
treaties have been concluded by Captain Malcolm, between 
the British Government of India, and the Court oi Persia. 

3* I likewise transmit copies of the whole of Captain Mai* 
eolm’s correspondence with this government from the date 
of his appointment until his return, from which your Honour¬ 
able Committee will be informed of all the circumstances 
attending this interesting and important mission, 

4 Notwithstanding the fluctuations which have occurred 
in the Government of Persia, the power of the reigning Prince 
appeared to me to have acquired sufficient stability to render 
it an object of considerable importance to conciliate the at¬ 
tachment of that Prince to the British interests, and to esta¬ 
blish with Persia an intimate connection founded on durable 
and comprehensive principles. The policy which dictated my 
opinion, was calculated to provide not only against the me- 
lJced invasion of Zeronun Shah, but also against the vievi s 
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Vhicli other powers may entertain of attacking the British 
possessions in India* This object is important in proportion 
to the hazard to which the British interests would be exposed, 
by a connection between the Court of Persia, and those 
European powers, whose views have long been directed to 
this Quarter of the British dominions. Great advantages in 
a commercial point of view were likewise to be expected from 
the connection which I proposed to form with the Court 
of Persia* 

5* To accomplish these important objects, it was indispen¬ 
sably necessary that the embassy should be so constituted as 
to convey to the Court of Persia, and to the inhabitants of 
that country, a respectable impression of the power, wealth, 
and dignity, of the British Government in India, To produce 
tiiis effect upon the minds oi a nation peculiarly devoted to 
outward forms and ceremonies, I judged it to be necessary 
to attach to the embassy, appointments calculated to ensure 
from the Court of Persia, a reception suited to the dignity of 
the British Government and to the importance of the 
mission* 

(k From the perusal of the correspondence your bonoura* 
bis Committee will find, that my opinion on this subject was 
amply justified, and I am satisfied that the extent of the 
appointments of the embassy, and the liberal manner in which 
it was conducted, materially contributed to its success, and 
tended to excite in the minds of the inhabitants of Persia, 
an exalted opinion of the power and liberality of the Com¬ 
pany's government in India, 

7, Tour honourable Committee in your letter of the l Oth 
of September, 1800, has expressed a doubt of the policy of 
Captain Malcolm’s mission, founded on the accounts which 
had been received from Bombay, of the success of Mehdi Ait 
Kliarfs exertions in a similmr capacity, 

8 , The objects of Mehdi Alt Khan’s mission were compa¬ 
ratively of a limited and temporary nature. Tins mission was 
neither intended, nor calculated to embrace those important 
and comprehensive views which I had in contemplation, in 
furnishing Captain Malcolm with credentials to the Court of 
Persia. the value of Mehdi Ali Khan's services on that 
occasion was certainly considerable, but he was not in my 
opinion a proper person to be entrusted with the negotiation 
ol such important objects as those which 1 had in contempla- 
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'* "it m at the Court of Persia, in the mission of Captain Malcolm. 
Independently of any disqualifications applicable to Melidi 
All Khan, the objections to the employments of a native of 
India in such a mission are numerous and insurmountable, 

!>♦ It is not consistent with the dignity of the British Go¬ 
vernment, to employ any native of this country as its repre¬ 
sentative at a foreign court, nor could the British interests be 
with any degree of safety confided to any person of that: des¬ 
cription* Intrigue, falsehood, and collusion, are the uniform 
characteristics of such of the natives of India, a a aspire to 
the qualifications of statesmen* They are ignorant of the 
national honour, and insensible to every emotion of public 
spirit, they are, therefore, ever disposed to sacrifice the public 
interests to views of private ambition and individual profit 
10* No native of India can possess a sufficient knowledge 
of the political interests of the British nation, nor of the 
principles and maxims which regulate its conduct, to qualify 
him for the arduous duty of superintending an important 
branch of the political relations of the British empire in India, 
nor can he assume that degree of consideration at a foreign 
court, which is indispensably necessary in a situation so dis¬ 
tinguished and important as that of the representative of the 
honourable Company in Asia. 

11 , The natives of India may occasionally be employed 
with advantage for the promotion of temporary views of 
policy, or for the attainment of separate and limited objects* 
They may sometimes be rendered, hi a subordinate situation, 
successful instruments for opening the way to political sys¬ 
tems of a more permanent and comprehensive nature. In 
both these respects, I consider the services of Melidi AU 
Khan to have merited reward and approbation; but I should 
have betrayed the important interests committed to my charge, 
if [ had attempted to accomplish views of such magnitude as 
those which suggested the mission of Captain Malcolm, 
through the agency of Melidi All Khan, or of any other 
native agent. 

12. I shall now proceed to make some remarks upon the 
nature and effects of the alliance so happily established with 
the Court of Persia, for the purpose of enabling your honour¬ 
able Committee to form a just estimate of the advantages 
which may be expected to result from the success of Captain 
Malcolm’s mission* 


i 

I 
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A firm and intimate connection has now been esta¬ 
blished hefcweeh the British Government and a State, the 
resources of which, are capable of aiding in an essential 
manner the hostile views of the enemies of the British nation 
against our Eastern possessions, 

14, The measures which have succeeded in conciliating the 
favourable disposition of the Persian Government towards 
the Biiti.ih nation, have produced a proportionate opposition 
in that Court to the views and interests of our enemies, and 
Imve opened to us the prospect of commanding those resour¬ 
ces and local advantages, which, under a different state of 
circumstances might eventually have been employed against 
us. I entertain the fullest confidence that the Court of 
Persia, in conformity to its declarations and engagements, 
will cordially resist any attempts which may be made, either 
by negotiation, or by force, on the part of our enemies, to 
obtain any establishment in that country, or to render it in 
any manner subservient to their views. 

15, I consider the unrestrained use of the Persian sea-ports, 
and the exclusion of our enemies from them to he an essential 
advantage. By securing the entire command of the Persian 
coast, we shall facilitate the means of defeating any attempts 
on the part of our enemies to establish themselves in that 
quarter, and as the enemy's enuzers will be deprived of all 
refuge and assistance in those ports, the commerce of the 
Persian Gulph, (which, under the operation of the commer¬ 
cial treaty may be expected rapidly to increase}, will in a 
great measure be free from interruption, and the com muni ca- 
tion with Europe, by the way of Bmsorah, will be less subject 
to molestation. 

1 O; 1 he active measures adopted by the Court of Persia 
against Zemaun Shah, which were instigated in the first 
instance by Mehdi AH Khan, and subsequently encouraged 
by Captain Malcolm, produced the salutary effect of diverting 
tile attention ot Zeinaun Shah from his long projected inva¬ 
sion of Iliiul os tan during three successive seasons. The hos¬ 
tility of Baba Khan unquestionably proved the ruin of Zemaim 
Shah's power. The assistance afforded by Mehdi Ali Khan 
under my orders, to the Prince Mahomed Shall, originally 
enabled that Prince to excite those commotions, which have 
recently terminated in the defeat of Zcmaun Shah, in Iris de¬ 
position from the throne, and in the entire extinction of his 





power; to tbe consolidated and active government of Zemaun 
Shah* has succeeded a state of confusion in the country of 
the Afghans highly favourable to our security in that quarter. 
Since the fall of Zemaun Shah, several competitors for the 
throne have opposed the establishment of Mahomed Shah, 
and the Afghan power is broken down by their mutual con¬ 
tentions, while the vicinity of the King of Persia’s foreknow 
connected with our interests, operates as an additional cause 
of weakness to the empire formerly held by Zemaun Shah. 
The relation which that Prince had formed with Tippoo Sub 
taun, and the probability of his concurrence in the hostile 
views, either of Russia, or of France, render the actual state 
of affairs in Candahar a most favourable contrast with that 
which existed in the year 1798. 

17. The details of the transactions which have led to the 
fail of Zemaun Shah accompany this despatch* 

18. The engagements which Captain Malcolm has lately 
contracted with the Court of Persia, relative to the Afghans, 
afford abundant reason to believe, that the provinces of Hin¬ 
dustan w ill, for a long course of years be effectually relieved 
from the apprehension of an Afghan incursion* 

19. The immediate effect of these arrangements has been 
to enable me to prosecute with confidence my negotiations 
at Lucknow, and to relieve me from the necessity of making 
expensive military preparations on the frontiers of Oude, a 
measure which, under other circumstances, I should have 
thought it my duty to adopt, 

gO* I consider the liberty granted by the Court of Persia 
to British merchants to settle at any of the ports in the X 3 er- 
sian dominions, for the purposes of commerce, to be a valua¬ 
ble concession, calculated to establish the foundation of 
important benefits to our commercial and political interests in 
that quarter. 

21 . The proposed settlement m the Gulph of Persia, which 
your honourable Committee will observers suggested in seve¬ 
ral parts of Captain Malcolm’s correspondence, is a question 
worthy of the most serious consideration, I shall communi** 
uicate my sentiments to your honourable Committee on this 
important subject, in a future despatch, 

22. From the perusal of Captain Malcolm’s correspoutlence, 
your honourable Committee will have the satisfaction to 
observe, that this important and beneficial alliance with the 
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rt of Persia lias been concluded rinder circumstances, 
which warrant a perfect confidence in the sincerity of the 
Persian Monarch„ and that the impression* which the em¬ 
bassy has produced upon the minds of the inhabitants of 
Persia, is so favourable to the interests of the British nation, 
as to leave no apprehension of its being effaced hy the in¬ 
trigues of a rival power, or by any internal changes or revo¬ 
lutions in the Persian empire, 

23. Your honourable Committee will further have the 
satisfaction to observe that these important advantages have 
been obtained without any sacrifice whatever, either of 
interest or of honour on the part of the British Government. 
The returns which the British government is bound to make, 
are of a nature to improve the advantages acquired by us, 
and are consistent with every principle of true policy and 
honour. 

£4* The issue of Captain Malcolm's negotiation with the 
Imaum of Muscat, has proved highly advantageous to the 
interests of the British nation* The importance of cultiva¬ 
ting a good understanding with the Government of Muscat, 
is sufficiently obvious, and the arrangements which have taken 
place with that government, through the agency of Captain 
Malcolm, may be expected to ensure all the benefit of which 
that connection is susceptible. 

25. The intercourse which Captain Malcolm held with the 
Pasha of 1 Bagdad, appears to have produced upon the mind 
of that Prince, an impression extremely favourable to the 
British interests, and to have laid the foundation of future 
essential advantages, intimately connected with the alliance 
so happily contracted with the Court of Persia. 

26. Under these circumstances, adverting to the great 
public advantages which have already resulted from Captain 
Malcolm's mission, as well as to those which may be expected 
to flow from its future consequences, I anxiously solicit the 
particular attention of your honourable Committee, and of the 
Court of Directors, to the ability, firmness, temper, and dig¬ 
nity, which have distinguished Captain Malcolm's conduct, 
through the whole course of the arduous and important duties 
committed to his charge. 

27. Your honourable Committee will observe by Captain 
Malcolm's letter, under date the Sist of July, that he has 
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trausmitlfed to me tl^e journal of his mission to Persia, which 
I should have .forwarded by this despatch to your honourable 
Committee, had I not understood from Captain Malcolm 
that it was his intention, as soon as lie should have leisure to 
arrange the materials which he had collected, to prepare a 
much more complete and extended work upon this Interesting 
subject* 

£8* I have the honour to annex to this letter, two docu¬ 
ments which I have received from Captain Malcolm, and 
which contain discussions serving to illustrate the objects and 
consequences of his mission. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley, 


No. CLIL 


r fhe Marquess Wellesley to Major-General Baird. 

Patna, October 15, 1S0L 


Sir. 


I have great satisfaction in expressing my entire approba¬ 
tion of the activity, zeal, and judgment manifested in the va¬ 
rious arrangements which you adopted for concentrating the 
army under your command at Cosseir, and for supplying it 
with the means of advancing into Egypt, Your negotiations 
with the Shireef of Mecca appear to have been conducted 
with considerable prudence, and to have had the effect of in¬ 
fluencing the disposition of that chieftain in favour of the Bri¬ 
tish interests. 

2 * I received, with particular pleasure, the details of the 
activity, perseverance, military skill, and judicious arrange¬ 
ment which enabled the army under your command to sur¬ 
mount the difficulties which opposed its march, through the 
desert from Cosseir to Kinne, I desire that you will commu¬ 
nicate my thanks to Lieut.-Colonels Murray and Montreaor 
lor their respective able and laborious exertions in promoting 
the public service* X request also that you will communicate 
to all the officers from India, serving under your command, 
and to the troops composing your army, the high sense which 
I entertain of the military order, discipline, and firmness 







which have distinguished their conduct under the peculiar 
difficulties and hardships to which they were exposed, 
ft. Various circumstances have induced me to detain, in 
India, the reinforcements with which I originally intended to 
supply your army. The difficulty of proceeding up the Reel 
Sea at the earliest period of time at which the reinforcements 
could have embarked, would under any circumstances have 
prevented their arrival at any point from which they could 
have proceeded to join you* until you had made a considerable 
progress in Egypt, and the hazard and difficulty of forming 
a junction would have been proportioned to the delay in their 
arrival, and to the extent of your distance. Under the circum- 
stances of our late glorious successes in Egypt, and of the ex¬ 
pectations which we may reasonably entertain of the com¬ 
plete success of the British arms in that quarter, the force 
already with you will he amply sufficient for the purposes 
described by Lieut-General Hutchinson, in his despatches 
to you. At the same time the state of affairs in India is such 
as to render it extremely imprudent to diminish our force in 
this quarter. The necessity of any reinforcement* with re¬ 
ference to the eventual resumption of the expeditions against 
Batavia and the Isle of France no longer exists, as various 
considerations connected with the situation of affairs in Eu¬ 
rope and in India, and with the success of the British arms 
in Egypt, have induced me to relinquish the intention of pro¬ 
secuting either of these enter prizes. 

4\ In consequence of this determination, it is my desire, 
that when the services of the army under your command 
shall no longer he required in Egypt, or in the event of any 
occurrence which might leave you at liberty, under my far¬ 
mer instructions, to undertake the projected expedition to 
Batavia or the Isle of France, you will return with the 
troops under your command, or such part of them as it may 
not be necessary to leave in Egypt, to the nearest port in 
India. 

5. I have been informed by despatches from the Cape, in 
reply to my application for a reinforcement of troops from 
that quarter, that the condition of the military establishment 
and other circumstances will not admit of any dhttmution of 
the force of that Colony. 

(5. 1 ho arrival ot Sir Home Pophanl at Calcutta has on- 
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„ Jed me to obtain much useful information upon points con¬ 
nected with the public service, and has afforded me an op¬ 
portunity of making arrangements calculated to promote the 
objects of the expedition, and to secure our interests in the 
Red Sea- I have communicated to Sir Home Fopham my 
sentiments with respect to the mode of conducting the de¬ 
partment of supplies, and of superintending the employment 
of the transports, for the details of which I refer you to Sir 
Home Pophatn* 

8 . I have likewise invested Sir Home Popham, r.nder the 
order of the honourable the Secret Committee with a political 
commission for the purpose of negotiating the terms of a per¬ 
manent alliance and connexion between the Company and the 
Arab chieftains occupying the shores of the Red Sea* Sir 
Home Pophartfs negotiation will provide for any arrangement 
with the Shireef of Mecca, of the nature adverted to in 
your despatches* 

9 . Having invested Sir Home Popham with the exclusive 
charge of all political concerns in the Red Sea, I have di¬ 
rected the Government of Bombay to abolish the appoint¬ 
ment of political Commissioner hitherto held by Lieut.-Colo- 
nel Murray. 1 desire, however, that you will signify to Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Murray my entire approbation of his services 
in that capacity* I have directed the office of political Com¬ 
missioner to be abolished, merely with a view of uniting all 
the powers necessary for negotiation with the Arab chiefs in 
the hands of the person appointed by the Secret Committee 


for that purpose. 

10 * Under the supposition that Mehdi All Khan has not 
been required to join you in Egypt, 1 have sent instructions 
to him to place himself under the orders of Sir Home Pop- 
bain, to whom his talents may perhaps be useful in conduct¬ 
ing the duties of his political mission. 

11 * 1 am satisfied that you have observed the utmost de¬ 
gree of economy in your expenditure, consistent with the exi¬ 
gencies of the public service; and I have rio doubt that you 
will continue to pay the same attention which you have hi¬ 
therto manifested to this object* 

12 * Previously to your return to India it would be highly 
advantageous to the public service in this quarter, if Ilia Ma¬ 
jesty’s regiments on the Indian establishments could be com¬ 
pleted to the established strength by drafts from the troops 
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"ienCfrom England into Egypt. I desire that you will sig¬ 
nify my wishes on this subject to General Hutchinson, and 
through him to his Royal Highness the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

13, I cannot dose this despatch without renewing to you 
the assurances of my most cordial approbation of the manner 
in which you have executed the important service for which 
I selected you. I consider your conduct in Egypt to have 
added to the honour which you had justly acquired by your 
brilliant services in Mysore; and I anticipate, with confi¬ 
dence, the assistance that General Hutchinson will derive 
from the co-operation of your talents, zeal, and experience, 
if any exigency should demand further native service in 
Egypt* Your return to India, at the earliest practical 
period of time, will be highly acceptable to me. 

I have the honour to be, 

Wellesley* 


No. CLHL 

7*he Marquess fVelU&ley to the Earl of Elgin. 

]VIy LoRXij Patna, 17th October, 1801. 

L I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Excellency’s letters noted in the margin,* with their separate 
enclosures, and to express my thanks for your Excellency s 
continued attention. 

2, In offering my warmest congratulations to your Excel¬ 
lency upon the success of the British arms in Egypt, I cannot 
repress the emotion of regret which every British subject 
must feel for the loss of that gallant and able officer Six 
Ralph Abercroroby. If any lustre could be added to a cha¬ 
racter so eminently distinguished throughout the long career 
of an active and laborious military life, it would result from 
the interesting circumstances related by your Excellency in 
announcing to me the glory and honour which attended hid 
death. 


* April 24th, May 6th, May 30th, June 13th, and June 23rd. 
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4 3, I observe with sincere satisfaction, that the conduct of 
Major-General Hutchinson has been such m to avert all 
apprehension of those dangers which might have menaced 
the public service, if so arduous and important a command had 
devolved to an officer of inferior talents, firmness, and skill* 

4 , The glorious success of Ms Majesty’s iieet in the Baltic, 
and the Immediate consequences which followed that victory, 
joined to the Heath of the Emperor Paul, and to other events 
in Europe, justify a confident expectation that the great 
cause in which his Majesty and the nation are embarked will 
finally be crowned with a degree of triumphant success pro¬ 
portioned to the wonderful efforts of our country, to the 
energy and wisdom of Our councils, and to the valour and 
ability which have conducted Our armies and navies in every 
part of the world, 

5. I congratulate your Excellency on the complete success 
which has attended Captain Malcolm's negotiations in Persia* 
Future advantages of considerable importance, both to the 
political and commercial interests of the British Government, 
arc to he expected from the connection now formed with 
Persia* The immediate operation of that connection has 
averted one of the most serious dangers which menaced the 
British possessions in India. To the success of the negotia¬ 
tions in Persia, 1 chiefly ascribe the fall of Zeinuun Shah 
and the actual confusion of the Affglmn Government, events 
which will probably repress for many years the revival of the 
annual project of invading Mind os tan from Cabub 

6 . This change in the state of the Affghan empire, has 
been rendered more important by occurring at a period of 
time when I am anxious to accomplish a settlement of Oude, 
which, in iny opinion, is equally necessary for the purpose or 
promo ting the internal prosperity of that country, and ol 
securing the north western frontier of Hindus tar from foreign 
attack, 

7, 1 observe the information which your Lordship has been 
pleased to communicate respecting the probability of a Bri¬ 
tish army remaining in Egypt, for the protection ot that 
country during the continuance of the war, ISo measure can 
tie more wise, nor any plan more effectually calculated to 
secures the advantages of our recent success* It will not, 
however, be practicable for me to augment the force already 
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detached from India to Egypt \ and I shall look anxiously 
for tlie early return of the army* which has bean spared 
from the defence of these possessions. It will undoubtedly 
be prudent to leave a considerable garrison at Sue/,: but I 
trust that a respectable squadron iu the Red Sen will he 
added to our defences in that quarter, until the termination 
of the war shall relieve us from any apprehension of the 
activity and enterprise of France, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


Wellesley* 


No, CUV* 

The Marquess RtUesfaj to flarfmt Jones, Esq. Resident at BagdmL 

g rtl Patna, 20th October, 180L 

1* Since the receipt of your despatches acknowledged by 
the Secretary to the Government, under date the 11th May, 
1801, I have been favoured witli your several official and 
private addresses noted in the margin** 

2, My acknowledgements are due for tSm various interest¬ 
ing communications contained in your despatches* 

*h I received with much concern the accounts which your 
despatches and those of Mr* Mane sty contain of the late 
extraordinary conduct of the Pasha of Bagdad. My early 
attention will be given to that subject, as well as to the edti* 
sideeation of the general condition of our political relations 
with the Pasha of Bagdad* I postpone the discussion of 
these subjects until 1 shall have communicated with Captain 
Campbell, to whom you refer me lor information with respect 
to the actual state of affairs in that quarter. I expect him to 
join my suite within a short period of time. 

I have tire honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley* 


* Official —March 26th, 1901 s do. do.; April 15th and 24th ; May 

12th, 14th, rmcl 16th; and June 5th and 16th* Private *—May 12th, 13th, 
imil 14th ; and July 19th* 
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lie Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors. 


Honourable Sirs, Patna, 21st October, 1801 . 

At the moment of closing my letters intend eil for the pre¬ 
sent despatch overland, I received a letter from the Right 
Honourable the Governor in Council of Fort St. George, 
under date the 22nd ultimo, notifying the final conclusion 
and exchange of engagements between the Honourable Com¬ 
pany and his Highness the Nabob Azeem oo Dowlali, and 
enclosing for my ratification two explanatory articles ; which 
articles, according to my instructions, had been executed by 
the Right Honourable the Governor in Council and his 
Highness the Nabob Azeem oo Dowlah. 

2. Being absent from the Presidency of Fort William on 
my progress towards the Upper Provinces, I have this day 
ratified the explanatory articles of the treaty of the Carnatic, 

3. I request your honourable Committee to accept my con¬ 
gratulations on the conclusion of an arrangement which, 
while it is highly creditable to the justice and moderation of 
the British character, has happily established the rights and 
interests of the honourable Company in the Carnatic, upon 
the secure and permanent foundations of territorial possession, 
of exclusive civil and military government, and of undivided 
influence and power. It is a great satisfaction to have ulti¬ 
mately accomplished an object long and anxiously desired by 
the honourable Company, and earnestly recommended by the 
Court of Directors to my special attention, when I had the 
honour to receive the charge of this Government, Your 
honourable Committee is apprized of the early solicitude 
which I manifested for the accomplishment of this important 
measure upon my first arrival at Madras, in the month of 
April, .1798, as well as of the repeated attempts which I made 
on various occasions, in the years 1798 and 1799, to effect 
the. same salutary arrangement. Thu successive failure of nil 
those attempts, combined with the reflections arising from 
the equally unpropitious result of every preceding proposition 
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'^■^rrsimilar nature, have enhanced in my mind the pleasure 
of witnessing the conclusion of the late treaty: The intimate 
connection of this happy event with the success of your arms 
in Mysore, forms a peculiar and interesting feature of the 
whole transaction. Nor can your honourable Committee fail 
to remark that the possession of the records of the House of 
J fyder Ally in disclosing to your Government the whole 
system of the policy of your enemies in India, is the source 
from which we have derived that information which has en¬ 
abled us to complete the settlement of the Carnatic* 

The introduction into the Carnatic of the wise and 
benevolent system of government to which these provinces 
are indebted for their present happiness and prosperity, will 
be the next object of my anxiety and care. The unioji of all 
local authorities, and the extinction of every principle of con¬ 
flicting power, will preclude the operation of those causes of 
discord and counter-action which must ever have impeded 
the progress of good government in the Carnatic, while the 
administration of affairs continued in the hands of the Nabob, 

5, I consider it a most grateful part of my duty to express 
to your honourable Committee the high sense which I enter¬ 
tain of the zeal, judgment, and temper, which have distin¬ 
guished the conduct of Lord Clive and of the Government of 
Fort St, George, during the whole course of those important 
transactions and arduous tiegoeiations which have terminated 
in a manner so advantageous to the interests of the honour¬ 
able Company in India* 

6, To his Lordships judicious exercise of the powers 
vested in him by my authority for the settlement of the affairs 
of the Carnatic, is principally to be ascribed the success of 
those measures which the treachery and ingratitude of their 
late Highnesses, the Nabobs Walahjah and Gmdufc ul Omrak, 
compelled me to adopt for the preservation of the rights and 
interests of the honourable Company in that country* 

7- Justice to the merits of Mr* Webbe, Chief Secretary to 
Government at Fort St. George, and of Liout.-Cokmei Close, 
late resident in Mysore, requires me to express to your 
honourable Committee my cordial and grateful approbation 
ot the important services rendered by those gentlemen to the 
public during the course of the late transactions and negocia- 
Horn at Fort St. George. The assistance which Lord Clive 
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has derived from the zeal, talents* and knowledge of Mr,- 
Wetebe and of Liqph-Colonel Close, contributed iri an essen¬ 
tial degree to the success of his Lordship’s measures for 
the arrangement of affairs in the Carnatic. 

g t The discrete manifested by those gentlemen in the 
conduct of the examination of Ghoolaum AH and Ali 
Rezza, instituted by the Government of Fort St. George, 
under circumstances of peculiar delicacy and difficulty, dc- 
serve the highest applause. 

9, I acknowledge with gratitude the assistance which 1 
received from the abilities and local knowledge of Mr. Webbe, 
whom I directed to attend me at Fort William* for the pur¬ 
pose of aiding *ne in framing the system of measures to be 
adopted for the future administration of affairs in the Car¬ 
natic, in consequence of the detected treachery of their late 
Highnesses the Nabobs Walahjah and Omdut ul Omrah. 

10. The obligations of public duty, and the most indis¬ 
pensable rules of justice, concur to demand From me a re¬ 
corded testimony in favour of the indefatigable activity* 
powerful abilities, mil proved integrity of Mr. Webbe, who 
adds to these qualities a most accurate knowledge of die 
Oriental languages and an intimate acquaintance with every 
branch of your affairs in the Peninsula, In confirming the 
honourable testimony afforded by the Flight Honourable the 
Governor in Council of Fort St. George to the public merits 
and services of Mr, Whbbe and Lieut.-Colonel Close, on the 
important occasion which attracted his Lordship’s approba¬ 
tion, I consider it to he incumbent on me to solicit the special 
attention of your honourable Committee and of the Court of 
Directors to the unremitting exertions of Mr. Webbe in the 
service of the honourable Company since the commencement 
of the late war in Mysore ; being satisfied, through the re¬ 
gular public channels of information, as well as by my personal 
observation, that the laborious industry of that gentleman 
has been employed with the most disinterested zeal and with 
great success to render himself an use till instrument, under 
the Government of Fort St, George, of promoting the in¬ 
terests of the honourable Company, of securing the integrity 
and vigour of the administration of Government, of improving 
the condition of our native subjects in the Peninsula, and of 
augmenting the reputation and honour of the British name in 
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Vvefy part of the extensive dominions subject to the Presi 
dency of Fort St George. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No* CLVI. 

The lllght llomurahla Lord Lewisham ta thn MaFqueu fFellede#* 

; 71\ ,• #"•*, ■ '< * * * 

India Office, hondon, June 11th, 1801, 
My dear Lord, [Received in %v. 1301.] x 

I do myself the honour to address yotir Lordship for the 
purpose of announcing to you that, in consequence of the 
resignation of Mr. Dundas, his Majesty has been pleased to 
nominate me to the office of President of the Board of Com¬ 
missioners for the affairs of India. Not having been for 
many years in habits of business, I should have felt more 
hesitation in taking upon me the responsibility accompanying 
that situation, if your high character and eminent abilities, 
(which an acquaintance of many years would have enabled 
me to appreciate, could any doubt upon that subject have 
now remained in the mind of any one individual), together 
with the entire support and confidence of my friend and pre¬ 
decessor Mr. Dimdas, had not removed the weight of these 
objections which forced themselves strongly upon my mind 
at the moment when that office was offered to my. acceptance, 
f beg leave at the same time to assure you that that system 
for the administration of the affairs of India which has been 
honoured by your support, and under which that country has 
risen to such an eminent degree of prosperity, is the system 
which no exertions on my part shall be wanting £o support. 

4 I have the honour to be, 

My dear Lord, 
with the highest regard, 
your faithful, obedient servant, 

Lewisham, 
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No, CLVII, 


Lord Ctwe to the Marquess IFehetky. 


My dear Lord, 


October ISth, 1801. 
[Received Nov. ItfOl,] 


I had, determined, in consequence of the receipt of a pri¬ 
vate letter from the Chairman of the Court of Directors, to 
transmit to your Lordship a copy of the letter, which I have 
judged it to be incumbent upon me to address to Mr, Scott 
in his official capacity. By intelligence recently received, I 
ain informed that the intention of the Court of Directors, 
indefinitely expressed in Mr- Scott’s letter, has since been 
confirmed by a resolution to effect such changes in the con¬ 
stitution of this government as appear to be incompatible 
with my continuance to reside In it. 

It was my ambition to have conducted this government on 
the principles which I have repeatedly had the honour of 
stating to your Lordship, until I should have completed the 
accomplishment of the great objects in your Lordship’s con¬ 
templation with respect to the affairs of Fort St. George, by 
the annexation of Tanjore and the Carnatic to the British 
possessions on a permanent foundation, by the settlement of 
the territories acquired under your Lordship’s auspices by 
cession or conquest ; by the establishment of the.Company’s 
authority in Malabar; by the introduction of a permanent 
settlement of the land revenues and of a system of judica¬ 
ture; and by the restoration of the Company*** finances, and 
its investment to an efficient footing. 

I lie success which has hitherto attended my measures 
under your Lordship’s authority, had encouraged me to hope 
for the accomplishment of the objects which I had prescribed 
to myself, under the continued support of your Lordship in 
Council, and under the confidence of the Court of Directors. 

It is now plain that the confidence of the Court of Directors 
has been withdrawn from me; in conformity, therefore, to 
the principle stated by ma to the Chairman, I consider it im¬ 
practicable for me to persist in the system of measures which 
I judge to be necessary to the completion of my administra¬ 
tion; and the result of that view of the subject is a deter- 
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^tfSSfion to proceed to England with all practicable expedi¬ 
tion. flic earnest desire which 1 had cherifehed of engrafting 
the reputation of my government, on the fame of your Lord* 
ships exploits, by a cordial co-operation with the Governor- 
General in Council in the plans adopted by your Lordship 
in Council for the security and aggrandizement of the British 
empire in India, has been anticipated by the recent determi¬ 
nation of the Court of Directors; and the mortification which, 
I naturally feel from the defeat of my arrangements, is aggra¬ 
vated by the necessity of my retiring from the honour "and 
happiness of participating your Lordship’s labours. If any 
hope remained that I could continue to afford support to 
your Lordship's administration, my reluctance to deprive my¬ 
self of the pleasure I have derived from the continued inter¬ 
course of your Lordsliip's friendship would induce me to 
submit to any difficulties of a personal nature; but tlio 
despair of reconciling the principles of my public measures 
with the system of government, which the resolution of the 
Court of Directors appears calculated to enforce, irresistibly 
demands my retirement from the government of Fort St. 
George. Under the impression of these sentiments, I shall 
not hesitate to obey the orders which I may receive from the 
Court of Directors with respect to the changes in question; 
and it is my wish to follow' that submission to superior autho- 
rity by embarking for England at the earliest practicable 
period ol time. I request, therefore, that your Lordship will 
do me the honour to consider this intimation of my intention 
to be of an official nature, and to make such pro visions as 
your Lordship may judge expedient for the contingency of 
my departure. 

The regret which I feel in communicating this resolution 
to your Lordship is tempered by the satisfaction with which 
I shall always reflect on the uninterrupted course of harmony 
which has prevailed between the Supreme Government and 
the Government of Fort St. George during the time I have 
resided in it. I shall dwell with greater pleasure on the suc¬ 
cess which has hitherto attended my constant co-operation in 
your Lordship's measures ; and I shall derive the most per¬ 
manent gratification from the particular kindness and friend¬ 
ship which I have continued personally to experience from 
your Lordship, It is my request to your Lordship, to direct 
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accommodation to be reserved for me on one of the ships 
intended to load at Madras; should it be consistent with your 
Lord ship’s intentions to fix upon the Dover Castle for that 
purpose,, that ship would he particularly agreeable to me. 


I have the honour to he, 
with the greatest regard and esteem, 
my dear Lonl, 

most faithfully yours, 

Clive* 


P* S, Understanding that the Dover Castle is not one of 
the ships fixed upon to sail for the coast in December, I take 
the liberty to suggest that the CkarUon t Capt. Cumber ledge, 
which is said to be intended for that service, would in every 
respect be equally agreeable to me for my accommodation. 


No* CLVIII. 


The Honourable Henry Wdh$ky to the Marquess PFellesley* 


My dear Mornikgton. 


Lucknow, Nov* 10th* 1301* 


I have the satisfaction to inform you that the treaty was 
signed this morning. In congratulating you upon the con¬ 
clusion of this important arrangement, I can only express my 
wish that it may redound as much to your honour and repu¬ 
tation as your letter of the 1st instant has contributed to my 
happiness* As soon as a copy of the treaty can be prepared, 
we shall send it off to you in order that it may be ratified, in 
the mean while I write you this short Letter. 

Upon full consideration, and after consulting Colonel Scott, 
I am of opinion that it will be advisable to introduce Courts 
of Justice into the ceded countries, immediately* For the first 
year, or at least until the resources of the country shall have 
been ascertained, the Civil establishment should consist of 
four Magistrates and four Collectors, one Court of Circuit 
and Appeal, and one or two commercial Residents- For the 
first year Rohilcund (in which Bareilly and Re hr are in¬ 
cluded) will require two Collectors and two Magistrates. I 
am informed, from good authority, that the revenues of It oh i I- 
cund and the Dooab, formerly amounted to a crore and sixty 




*Hrsr* t 



THE HOM* COURT OF DIRECTORS, 


or seventy lacs of rupees* and it is said that the Dooab pro¬ 
duces a clear profit to Almas of twenty-four lacs of rupees 



annually, 

I have not included Gorruckpoor in the foregoing state¬ 
ment of Collectors and Magistrates. 

Ever year's, most affectionately, 

Henry Wellesley* 


No* CLIX. 

The Marqum H'eiledey to the Chairman of the Honourable Court of 
Directors. 

On board the Sonamooky Yacht, 
off the Mouth of tlie Gocunty, 

Sir, November 13,1B0L 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that the negotiations 
which have been so long depending with his Excellency the 
Nabob Vizier, were brought to a favourable issue on the 
10th instant, by the signature of a treaty* under which his 
Excellency has ceded in perpetuity and in full sovereignty 
to the honourable Company the territories enumerated in 
the statement which l have the honour to enclose. 

1 expect to receive, in the course of a few hours, a copy of 
the treaty which I shall immediately ratify; and with all 
practicable expedition I propose to forward to the Secret 
Committee a copy of the ratified treaty, together with such 
explanations as may appear to be requisite for the purpose 
of apprizing the Court of Directors of all the beneficial con¬ 
sequences of this important arrangement. In the meanwhile, 
however, I have judged it advisable not to delay for a mo¬ 
ment the notification of an event which must afford such sa¬ 
tisfaction to every person conversant with the interests of the 
Company on this side of India. 

It is my intention immediately to appoint a temporary 
administration for this settlement of the ceded districts. This 
provisional Government will be composed of several of the 
most experienced, able, and active of the Company's civil 
servants in the departments of judicature, commerce, and re- 
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venue, and will be presided by Mr. Henry Wellesley, to 
whose discretion, address, and firmness, the Company is 
principally indebted for the early and tranquil attainment of 
these extensive and fertile territories* 

I have the satisfaction to assure you that the result of this 
settlement will prove highly beneficial to the general finances 
of the Company in India, and will afford immediate relief to 
those of Bengal 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. CLX. 

The Marqueu Well^lev to the HoHoUtable Henry IFelledey and Liettfe- 
nmt-Cotojiei SeotL 

On the river near Benares, 

Gentlemen, November 14,1001. 

I had the satisfaction to receive this day the copy of the 
treaty 4 exchanged by you with his Excellency the Nawaub 
Vizier on the 10th instant; 1 now return this treaty, ratified 


* Treaty between the fhonourable the Emt India Company and his Eire Henry 
the Xatmub Fizler Ool Mummdick; Yemeni ao Ih wta h f A ozhn oot Maolh f 
Smdut Jli Khan Baam&er, Mabmtez J imp 7 far ceding 1 to the Company, 
in perpetual sovereignty, certain portions of hk EmreUentyf $ territorial 
pamemwm^ in commutation of the subsidy note payable to the Company by 
the Vmer t 

Whereas by the treaty now subsisting between his Excellency the^mer 
and the Honourable East India Company, the Company have engaged to 
defend his Excel!eneyfe dominions against all enemies j and to enable 
them to fulfil that engagement, his Excellency is bound by the aforesaid 
treaty to pay to the Company, in perpetuity, the annual subsidy of seventy- 
six lacs of Lucknow sicca rupees; and h Further bound by the said treaty 
to defray the expence of any augmentation of force, which, in addition to 
the number of t roops stipulated in the treaty, shall be judged necessary 
to enable the Compauy to fulfil their engagements of defending bis Bx^ 
eellency’s dominions against all enemies: And whereas it h advisable 
that the funds for defraying these charges be established on a footing 
which shall admit of no fluctuation of either increase, or decrease, and 
which shall afford satisfaction and security to the Company, in regard to 
the regular payment in perjft?tiiity of all such charges r the following treaty, 
consisting of ten Articles, is concluded on the one part by the lionoura- 
Me Henry Wellesley and Heutcnant-Colonel William Scott, on behalf and 








THE MOM, HENRY WELLESLEY- 


JSL 


regular form according to established usage, together with 
a letter for his Excellency* which you will present to him as 
soon as may be convenient - my letter to the Vizier is found¬ 
ed on a suggestion contained in a private despatch from Mr. 
Wellesley, and I trust that the measure which I have adopted 
may prove satisfactory to his Excellency; I desire, however, 
that you will urge his Excellency in the strongest terms to 
issue his immediate orders to his Annuls in conformity to 
the obligations which he has regularly contracted with the 


in the name of bis Excellency the m ost noble the Marquess Wellesley, K.P, 
Governor-General for all affairs, civil anti military, of the British nation 
in India, by virtue of fall power vested in them for this purpose by the 
said Govern or-General, and on the other part by his Excellency the 
Nawaub Vizier ool Murnauljck Yemecn oo Dowlah, Nazim ool Moolk, 
Sftadut Ah Khan Bahauder, Mobaurez dung, in behalf of himself, and 
bis heirs and successors, for ceding to the Honourable the English 
East India Company, in perpetual sovereignty, certain portions of his 
Excellency's territorial possessions, in commutation of the former and 
augmented subsidy, and of all other sums of money now chargeable to 
his Excellency on account of the Company's defensive engagements with 
his Excellency- 

Article 1. His Excellency the N a waul) Vizier hereby cedes to the Ho- 
no arable the East India Company, in perpetual sovereignty, the under¬ 
mentioned portions of his territorial possession*, amounting in the gross 
revenue to one crorc and thirty-five lacs of rupees, including expences of 
collection, in commutation of the subsidy, of the expenses attendant on 
the additional troops, and of the Benares and Furruekabad pensions 
Statement of the Jumma ; 

* Chuck lab Corah, Kuwait, and Clmeklar Etrnva 
Rebrand others - 
Furruckabad and others - 
Khairaghur and others 

Aziraghur, and others—*Aaimghur, Mownan-Bunjnn 
Guru ck pore, and others, y Go ruck pore 5,09,853 8 0 \ 
andButwul /Butwul 0,40,001 0 Oj 

Sop bah of Allahabad and others 
Chuck la Bareilly, Asophabad and Kelp or y 
Nawaul) Gimje, Rehly and others 
M ghoul and others, with the exception of the Talouk 1 
of Arwul - J 

Total Jumma—Lucknow sicca rupees 1,35,23,474 8 3 


55,48,571 

11 

9 

5,33,374 
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4,50,001 
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2,10,001 
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6,95,621 
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6 

5,49,854 
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0 

9,34,963 
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3 

43,13,457 
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3 

1,19,242 

12 

0 


1*60,378 4 Q 


The above-mentioned Mohauls being^eded to the Honourable Com- 


* A division of land. 
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British Government under the ratified treaty , and I author¬ 
ize you to suggest to his Excellency that any delay in the 
execution of his engagements will be highly injurious to his 
character, and must tend to create serious suspicions in my 
mind of his good faith. I enclose a copy of my proceedings 
of this day, adapted to the purpose of forming the basis of 
a provisional administration for the government of the ceded 
districts; In dosing this despatch I am happy to declare my 
entire approbation of the manner in which you have coin 


puny, as held by the AumLU in the year 1208 Fuali, no claims are to he 
hereafter to be made on account of villages or lands, which in former 
year* may have been added to or separate from the said Mohauls. 

2- The subsidy, which by the second Article of the treaty of 1798? his 
Kxceiisftcy engaged to pay to the Company (now that territory is assigned 
in lieu thereof and of the ex ponces of the additional troops) is to cease 
for ever; ami his Excellency is released from the obligation of defraying 
the ex pen ccs of any additional troops which at any time may he required 
for the protection of Chide and its dependencies,, whether of the countries 
ceded to the Company, or the territories which shall remain in the pos¬ 
session of his Excellency the Vizier. 

3 . The Honourable the East India Company hereby engage to defend 
the territories which will remain to his Excellency the Vizier against all 
foreign and domestic enemies; provided always, that it be in the power 
of the Company's Government to station the British troops in such parts 
of his Excellency's dominions as shall appear to the said Government most 
expedient; and provided further, that his Excellency, retaining in his pay 
four battalions of infantry, one battalion of Ncjcehs and Mewattics, two 
thousand horsemen, and to the number of 300 Goohmda,uz., shall dismiss 
the remainder of his troops, excepthsg such number of armed Peons as 
shall be deemed necessary for the purpose of the collections, and a lew 
horsemen and Nejeebs to attend the persons of the A*nulls. 

4 A detachment of the British troops, with a proportion of artillery, 
shall at nil times be attached Co his Excellency’s person. 

5* That the true intent und meaning of the first, second, third, and fourth 
articles of the treaty may he clearly it ml erst ood, it is hereby declared, that 
the territorial cessions being in lieu of the subsidy, and of all expenees 
on account of the Company's defensive engagements with his Excellency 
no demand whatever shall be made upon the territory of his Excellency 
on account of expenses which the Honourable Company may incur by 
assembling forces to repel the attack or menaced attack of a foreign 
enemy, on account of the detachment attached to his Excellency’s person, 
on account of troops which may occusiotmH y be furnished lor suppressing 
rebellions or disorders in his Excellency’s territories, on account of any 
future change of i illitary station, or on account of failure 5n the re¬ 
sources of the ceded districts, arising from unfavourable seasons, the 
calamities of war, or any other cause whatsoever. 
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ducted the important negotiation intrusted to your manage¬ 
ment* The treaty embraces all my viewy in this salutary ar¬ 
rangement, and constitutes in mv judgment one of the most 
valuable additions which has been made for many years past 
to the security and honour of the British Empire in India. 
For the accomplishment of this great work the Company and 
the British nation are greatly indebted to the exertion of your 
joint talents, discretion, and perseverance; and the cordi- 


6, Thu territories ceded to the Honourable Company by the first 
article of this treaty, shall be subject to the exclusive management and 
control of the said Company and their officers $ and the Honourable the 
East India Company hereby guarantee to his Excellency the Vizier, and to 
his heirs and successors, the possession of the territories which will remain 
to bis Excellency after the territorial cession, together with the exercise 
of his and their authority within the said dominions, His Excellency en¬ 
gages that he will establish in hb reserved dominions each a system of 
administration (lo be carried into effect by his own officers; as shall be 
conducive to the prosperity of his subjects, and be calculated to secure 
the lives ami property of the inhabitants j and hb Excellency will always 
advise with, and act in conformity to the counsel of the officers of the 
said Honourable Company* 

7- The districts ceded by the first article of this treaty shall be delivered 
over to the Company's officers from the commencement of the Fusli year 
1209, corresponding with the 22nd September, A.D, 1801,* and his Excel¬ 
lency will continue to pay the subsidy and expcnce of the additional troops 
from his treasury, in the same manner us hitherto observed, until the 
Company's officers shall have obtained complete possession from his Ex* 
ceileney'e officers of the countries so ceded* The Company will not claim 
any payment of subsidy from his Excellency's treasury after their officers 
shall have obtained possession of the said districts from the officers of his 
Excellency* 

8, The contracting parties, with a view of establishing such a com¬ 
mercial intercourse between their respective dominions as shall be mutu¬ 
ally beneficial fe to the subjects of both States, hereby agree to frame a 
separate commercial treaty* In the meantime it U agreed that the navi¬ 
gation of the Ganges, and of all other rivers where they may form the 
mutual boundary of the two States, shall he free and uninterrupted, that 
is to say, that no boats passing up and down the Ganges, or other rivers, 
where they form 1 'the mutual boundaries of both States shall be stopped or 
molested foivdutiesrinor shall any duties be exacted from boats which put 
to in the possessions of either of the contracting parties without intention 
of landing their goods. It shall, however, be in the power of both Go¬ 
vernment tojevy such duties as they may think proper on goods imported 
into or exported from their respective domirtrons, not exceeding the pre- 

* Sic in orig t 
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ality with which you have co-operated throughout the whole 
course of the negotiation* is highly creditable to your pru¬ 
dence and temper* and has proved essentially advantageous 
to the despatch of the public service, 

I have the honour to be, &c* 

Wellesley* 


No. CLXI. 

The Marqtms H'viks&y to the Vizier of Oude. 

Written November 14, 1801. 

I had the pleasure this day to receive the treaty concluded 
between your Excellency and the honourable Mr* Wellesley 
and Lieut-Colonel Scott, possessing full powers from me to 
sign that instrument in ?ny name and on my behalf- I have 


sent usage* It m further stipulated, that no exemption from duties on 
articles purchased in his Excellency's reserved dominions, for the cou¬ 
sin option of the troops stationed within the ceded territories, shall be 
claimed after they shall have been delivered over to the Company's 
officers* 

0, All the articles of former treaties, for establishing and cementing 
the union and friendship subsisting between the two States, are to con¬ 
tinue in full force i and all the articles of the treaty concluded by the late 
Governor-General Sir John Shore, on the part of the Honourable the East 
India Company and his Excellency the Vizier in the year 17^8, not 
mm idled by this treaty, are to remain in force and continue binding upon 
both contracting parties- 

30- This treaty, consisting of ten articles, having been settled and con¬ 
cluded in the city of Lucknow on the tenth day of Nov ember, in the year of 
our Lord, 1801, corresponding with the second of the mouth of Rcjeb of 
the year 121 <? Hegira, the Honourable Henry Wellesley and Licut.-Coloncl 
William Scott have delivered to the said Vizier one copy of the same in 
English and Persian, sealed and signed by them, and his Excellency the 
Vizier has delivered to the Honourable Henry Wellesley anft Lieut.-Colo¬ 
nel William Scott, another copy also in English and Persian, bearing his 
seal and signature, and the Honourable Henry Wellesley and Lieu 6.- 
Colonel Scott engage to procure and deliver to his Excellency the Vizier, 
Within the space of thirty /laya, a copy of the same under the Peal and 
signature of his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, when 
the copy under their seal and signature shall be returned. 
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ratified the act of the honourable Mr, Wellesley and Lieut.- 
Colonel Scott, and have annexed my seal and signature to the 
instrument which I received from them. 

2. The treaty is therefore now complete and hin t ting up0 n 
both contracting parties; under this impression I request 
that your Excellency, immediately on the receipt of this, will 
be pleased without delay, to issue your orders to the Aumils 
of the ceded countries, directing them to place themselves 
under the authority of the Company in conformity to the 
treaty. 


§L 


3. In a confident expectation that your Excellency will be 
disposed to conform to the obligations of public faith esta¬ 
blished by common usage amongst all states, I have this day 
appointed my brother, the honourable Henry Wellesley to 
preside over the country ceded by the first article of the 
treaty, and I have appointed several other gentlemen to assist 
him in the administration of affairs, and to take charge of 
the districts from your Excellency’s officers. 

Understanding, however, that yonr Excellency has stated 
to Mr. Wellesley your desire that two copies of the treaty 
should be prepared, and signed and sealed by me, with some 
difference of form from the instrument now transmitted, and 
being always disposed to gratify your Excellency's wishes, as 
far as may be compatible with nay public duty, I have di¬ 
rected two copies of the treaty to be prepared accordingly, 
and one of them will be delivered to your Excellency in the 
course of a few days by Mr. Wellesley and Lieut.-Coloncl 
Scott, that copy you will retain for your satisfaction. 

5, It is necessary to observe, that in making this conces¬ 
sion to your Excellency's wishes, I am departing from the es¬ 
tablished form, uniformly observed by me in all negotiations 
with the native powers in India, The various treaties which 
I have concluded through gentlemen empowered by me to 
act in my name and on my behalf having been executed and 
ratified exactly in the form to which your Excellency has 
been pleased to object, it is therefore a strong proof of my 
respect for your Excellency to have departed from a form so 
invariably observed merely for the purpose of acceding to 
your wishes. 

6* 1 repeat my confident expectation that no attempt will 
be made to delay the orders to the Aumils, or any other mea- 
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sure necessary to the completion of the cession after the 
receipt of this letter, with the ratified treaty which I now 
have the honour to transmit, 

7- I sincerely congratulate your Excellency on the ami¬ 
cable adjustment of this important arrangement, which \ 
trust will prove highly beneficial to the contracting parties, 
as well as to their respective subjects. 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

Wellesley. 


No. CLXII, 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable Henry Wellesley, 

Sir, Benares, November 14th, 3SOL 

I have had the honour to receive your separate and offi¬ 
cial despatches under date the 11th instant, and I derive 
great satisfaction from the honourable testimony which it 
bears to the zeal, diligence, and address of Lieut,-Colonel 
Scott, in co-operating with you in the conduct of the arduous 
negotiation which has been conducted to so happy and pros¬ 
perous an issue by the treaty concluded with the Vizier on 
the tOth instant. In rendering the most ample justice to the 
assistance which has been afforded to you by Lieut-Colonel 
Scott, I feel it however to be an act of justice and public duty 
to signify to you my conviction that the speedy, successful, 
and tranquil conclusion of the important arrangement Lately 
accomplished in Oude, is principally to be ascribed to the 
eminent discretion, firmness, and wisdom with which you 
have conducted yourself hi every stage of the negotiation, 
and particularly to the dignified temper with which you frus¬ 
trated the repeated endeavours of his Excellency the Vizier 
to distract the course of the negotiation by alternate efforts 
to establish separate channels of communication with you and 
with Lieut.-Colonel Scott, and to disturb your joint operations 
in the public service. The strongest testimony which I can 
afford of my sense of your conduct on this difficult and try¬ 
ing occasion is contained in the order inclosed in my despatch 
to you and Colonel Scott, of this date, by which I have ap- 
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pointed you to preside over the provisional government of the 
ceded districts* I desire that you will consider this despatch 
to be an official notification of that appointment, and that im¬ 
mediately upon the completion of the cession of the districts 
enumerated in the treaty, you will proceed to assume the 
civil and military government of the same. The Commis¬ 
sioners and collectors appointed to aid you in the adminis¬ 
tration will be ordered to repair, without delay,to such place 
as you shall appoint within the ceded districts, by letter to 
the secretary in the political department, now attending iny 
person. 


You will receive in the course of a few days my instruc¬ 
tions for the provisional administration and ultimate settle¬ 
ment of the provinces committed to your charge. It is highly 
desirable that I should have a personal interview with you 
with the least practicable delay; I propose to depart from 
this place by water in the course of two days, for Allahabad ; 
from that fortress it is my intention to proceed by land to 
Cawnpore, this information will enable you to regulate the 
means of meeting me at the earliest possible period of time. 

I have the honour to be, See. 


Wellesley, 


No, CLXIII, 

To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors. 

On the Ganges, near Benares, 

Honourable Sms, November 14, XBOi. 

!. I have the honour to transmit to yon a copy of a treaty 
concluded by Mr. Henry Wellesley, and Lieut.-Colonel Scott, 
with his Excellenc} r the Nawaub Yizier, on the lOtli instant, 
at Lucknow, and ratified by my authority on this day.* 1 
2. The various discussions which have taken place during 
the administration of my two immediate predecessors relative 


See p. m. 
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the state and condition of the interests of the Company in 
Oude, combined with the documents which have already been 
submitted to your honourable Committee, on the same sub¬ 
ject during my administration, will render the general policy 
and objects of this treaty sufficiently manifest to your wisdom 
and experience. It is however my intention, by the Mor¬ 
ning ton Packet now under despatch to transmit to you a 
detailed statement of the means which I have employed to 
accomplish this important arrangement, and of the beneficial 
consequences which I expect to derive from if: to various 
branches of your affairs, 

9. By the present despatch, I shall content myself with 
requesting your attention to some of the leading advantages 
obtained by the successful issue of this measure, 

4 The treaty effectually secures the reduction of the Na r 
waub V 7 izier s military establishments within such limits a a 
may be deemed sufficiently contracted to effect the entire 
extinction of his military power, 

& Your honourable Committee is already apprized that a 
considerable progress has been made during the past year in 
the reduction of his Excellency’s army; the third article of 
this treaty will accelerate the completion of that salutary re¬ 
form, while it will afford perpetual security against the 
revival of a similar danger. 

(j, In the place of his Excellency's irregular and precarious 
military power, is substituted such ti British force as may be 
deemed adequate to our defence in that quarter of India, 
while the operation of this treaty exonerates the British Go¬ 
vernment from the obligation of maintaining any definite or 
specified number of troops in the province of Oude, the 
Company being charged with the general defence of the 
Vizier’s dominions, and being relieved from all special en¬ 
gagement with regard to the description or amount of the 
force to he employed for that purpose* 

7. A considerable augmentation is made in the amount of 
the subsidy for the purpose of embracing the expenses of the 
army to be maintained on our north-western frontier, in the 
ceded districts, and in those reserved to the Vizier as well as 
the charges of administering justice, and of managing the 
revenue through the channel of the Company's servants, 

8* The payment of the subsidy no longer rests on the 
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ithof the native government of Oude, nor is subject to be 
affected by the corruption, imbecility and abuse of that 
vicious and incorrigible system of vexation and misrule* 

9. The security of the subsidy U now established on the 
solid foundation of territorial possession, and tire result of 
all accounts which I have been able to obtain, warrants a con¬ 
fident expectation, that under the wise and benevolent ad¬ 
ministration o f the British Government, the territories ceded 
by this treaty will prove more productive, in a considerable 
degree than they are represented to be in the statement of 
Jummah, contained in the first article of tile treaty, 

10* In addition to these advantages, your honourable Com¬ 
mittee must derive great satisfaction from reflecting that the 
British Government under this treaty will become the instru¬ 
ment of restoring to affluence and prosperity one of the most 
fertile regions of the globe, now reduced to a condition of 
the most afflicting misery and desolation by the depraved 
administration of the native government of Oude* 

1 L Since my departure from the Presidency, I have en¬ 
joyed frequent opportunities of contemplating the benefits 
diffused by the operation of the British system of govern¬ 
ment, over every part of the flourishing and happy provinces 
which I have visited* I can, therefore, declare my conscien¬ 
tious conviction, that no greater blessing can be conferred on 
the native inhabitants of India, than the extension of the 
British authority, influence and power* 

12> The authority of the Nawaub of Oude was sustained 
exclusively by his connection with the Company's govern¬ 
ment, and the reputation and honour of the British nation in 
India, were deeply involved in the operation of that authority 
on the welfare and happiness of those countries over which 
it was uph olden hy the terror of our name, or exercised by 
the immediate force of our arms* Your honourable Com¬ 
mittee will, therefore, deem it natural, that, having frequently 
been reduced to the painful necessity of applying the in¬ 
fluence of the British name, and the power of the British 
sword to the maintenance of a system so disgraceful in its 
principles, and ruinous in its effects, 1 should feel a con¬ 
siderable degree of satisfaction in substituting for such an 
administration, the salutary influence of those regulations and 
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^Trfws, of which f have recently witnessed and admired the 
practical wisdom and extensive bene vole nee. 

13. Your honourable Committee will further remark that by 
the operation of the sixth article of the treaty, the Company's 
government has reserved the positive right of interference in 
the internal management of that part of the country retained 
by the Nabob Vizier, and you may be assured of my unre¬ 
mitting endeavours to exercise this right to such an extent as 
shall afford every practicable degree of security for the lives 
and properties of the Vizier's remaining subjects, and shall 
preclude any disturbance of the peace and good order of our 
dominions from the vicinity of his Excellency's administra¬ 
tion. 

14 It is my intention to proceed immediately to vest the 
administration of the ceded districts m the hands of the Cornu 
pany's civil servants. This measure appears to me to he in¬ 
dispensably necessary for the purpose of securing all the im¬ 
portant objects of the new arrangement. I shall not how¬ 
ever attempt to form any settlement of the revenues, or to 
introduce any special code of regulations and laws, until suf¬ 
ficient time shall have been afforded for ascertaining the re¬ 
sources of the country, and for investigating the local cus¬ 
toms, usages, manners and dispositions of its inhabitants. 
The immediate introduction of the Company's civil servants 
in the administration of all the details of the government in 
all its branches will operate as an effectual control upon such 
native officers and agents as it may be necessary to retain 
provisionally, and will facilitate the acquisition of that know¬ 
ledge which must constitute the foundation of a permanent 
settlement of the country. 

15. The peculiar character of the people of the ceded dis¬ 
tricts, and the obstacles which the artifice and treachery of 
the Vizier or his dependants may be expected to oppose to 
the final settlement of the country under the British Govern¬ 
ment, will require the constant presence of an active and vi¬ 
gorous authority, until the foundations of the new arrange¬ 
ment shall he finely establishment* It is, therefore, my in¬ 
tention to place Mr. Henry Wellesley in the ceded districts 
for some time, with the most ample powers, for the purpose 
oi settling the country, with the aid and assistance of such 
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'fe Company's Civii servants as 1 have selected to co¬ 
operate with him ri this arduous and salutary task, 

16* The discretion, temper, judgment, and firmness which 
M r. W el I ealey has in a in fes te d, in tl i e p ri n c ipal con tl u ct o f th e 
negotiation with the Vizier have been the most efficient cause 
of its speedy, prosperous, and tranquil issue. Those qualities, 
combined with the authority which he naturally derives from 
his near connexion with me, have induced me to consider 
him to he the most useful instrument which I can employ on 
this occasion. In the course of a year, or possibly within a 
shorter period of time, I trust that the settlement of the ce¬ 
ded districts may be so far advanced us to enable me to with¬ 
draw Mr* Wellesley, and to leave the administration of the 
country nearly in the same form as that of Benares, with 
such differenced as may be required by the greatly superior 
magnitude of the dominion ceded by this treaty. 

17. In the progress of the important arrangement which I 
have introduced into Oude, I have frequently had occasion 
to applaud the zeal, diligence, and address of LieuL-Colonel 


* The Ri^ht Honourable Henry Pandas expressed the following opi¬ 
nion of the Honourable- Henry Wellesley (now Lord Cowley) in a letter 
to the Marquess Wellesley, dated Cheltenham, September U, 1800 j— 

1 write you these few lines In addition to ihe. long letter you will re¬ 
ceive from your brother,* chiefly with the view of stating to you tin: very 
sincere satisfaction I have received from the various communications and 
interviews 1 have had with your brother daring the time he has been in 
this country. I am aware that he has been detained mack longer than 
you expected j but it has been unavoidable The various interruptions 
our conuvmmcfttiofts have met with, partly from the multitude and variety 
of great objects which have pressed for these last twelve months past on 
the time of all public men, and partly from the tardiness, which attends 
all proceedings in which great bodies of men are sharers, has been the 
Cause of much more procrastination than I expected, and certainly much 
more than I wished. Out; to return* for one Sentence more, to the sub¬ 
ject of your brother; I cannot allow myself to part with him without as¬ 
suring you, that in the course of my life T never met with any person 
with whom I have had more satisfaction in transacting business than with 
him. He joins together one of the most amiable tempers to one of the 
soundest judgments I ever met with ; and 1 trust opportunities will occur 
to enable him to prove to the world that my judgment of him is not er- 
idrife’oua.” 


Mr* Henry Wellesley 
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8cott, since Mr. Wellesley’s arrival at Lucknow, Lieut.-Co¬ 
lonel Scott's unremitting exertion of the same qualities has 
had its full share in the success of the negotiation: and Mr* 
Wellesley has, in an official letter to me, stated his high 
sense of Lieut ."Colonel Scott's merits and his public acknow¬ 
ledgment of his eminent services* I therefore propose to 
leave Lieut.-Col on el Scott in the Residency at the \ izier s 
Court, in which situation considerable talents, knowledge, 
and Vigilance, will be required for the purpose of securing 
the timely accomplishment and continued effect of the stipu¬ 
lations of the treaty relative to the territories retained in the 
Vizier’s hands. 

I have the honour to he, 

Honourable Sirs, your’s, &c, 

Wellesley- 


No. CLXIV- 

Sir John Jnstruthet, to the Marquess }Fellcsky. 

My hear Loro, Calcutta, November 3 7th, 1801. 

I was made very happy yesterday, by a letter from Mr. 
Wellesley to Mr. Barlow, which knowing the interest I take 
in all the great measures of your government, he was so good 
as to request Mr* B* to communicate to me. It contained the 
intelligence of the final completion of the Qude treaty, and a 
copy of it. Very sincerely do I congratulate you upon an 
event the most important that can occur in this part of India. 
The conquest of Mysore—the fall of Tippoo—the late treaty 
with the Nizam, and the settlement of Oude, completes every 
thing that can be wished by the most sanguine lover of his 
country, when to all these is added the settlement of Tanjore, 
and the Carnatic, the most able or the most active Governor 
General, has now nothing to do but to persevere, and cul¬ 
tivate those possessions you have acquired, and to communi¬ 
cate to our new possessions the benefit of those principles 
of justice and moderation, which no less distinguish your 
internal government, than your external government is 
distinguished by activity and foresight As if India was 
too small a space to act in, you have strengthened British 
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qSbwet in India, by armies sent to aid the forces of England 
at the mouths of the Nile* and by negotiations near the bants 
of the Caspian Sea. 

To the general joy, I felt at such an event as the treaty 
with Onde completed under your government, I had a very 
considerable addition of private satisfaction in knowing, that 
Henry had been the instrument of its negotiation* It would 
form no inconsiderable feature in any mania life, to have nego¬ 
tiated the treaties of Mysore and Oude, 1 trust it will be 
remembered with gratitude by those who have the power of 
reward in their hands* 

I presume you will now proceed with more expedition to 
Lucknow, where I aim afraid the climate, the settlement of the 
new territory, and other causes may detain you longer than 
I wish, and deprive us of the pleasure of seeing you, till the 
approach of heat* 


Adieu, my dear Lord, and believe me. 

Yours very sincerely and faithfully, 
J. Anstrutheh, 


No. CLXV* 


The Marquess Wellesley to James Drummond, E$q< President > and the 
(7am m Utee of Supra* Cargoes, Canton ♦ 


Benares, 20th November, 1801* 


Gentlemen, 


1. By a despatch from the Honourable the Governor in 
Council of Bombay, l have received the copy of a letter 
addressed to you by that Government upon the subject of 
the advices lately received from Europe, respecting 1 the con¬ 
vention supposed to have been concluded, or to be in agita¬ 
tion, between the Governments of France and J’ortug. 1, 
ft* The letter and its enclosures addressed to you by the 
Government of Bombay, contain all the information which 
has hitherto been received relative to that important event, 
and its probable consequences* I shall not, therefore, repeat 
the communication contained in that despatch; but, to pre- 




tdiide the embarrassment which would arise from the loss of 
.the /packet* or from any delay in its arrival, I enclose attested 
copies of the several documents which composed it* 

& His Excellency Vice-Admiral Rainier, in conformity to 
the instructions transmitted to him from his Majesty's Mi¬ 
nisters, will certainly appoint a naval force for the purpose of 
protecting the settlement of Macao from any attempt on the 
part of the Government of France to gain possession of it, 
and with a view to add to the strength of die naval armament 
which will be employed on that service, I have directed that 
the honourable Company's ships the Asia and Dover Castle 
be completely armed and equipped, am! ordered to join his 
Majesty's ships in the China Seas. 1 have alteo directed that 
a company of European infantry, and a proportion of Eu¬ 
ropean artillery, he embarked on each of those ships for the 
purpose of serving on board them as marines and gunners, 
or of acting at Macao, as occasion may require, I have 
requested his Excellency the Vice-Admiral to direct the 
naval officer who may be appointed by him to command the 
squadron employed upon this service, to communicate with 
you, and with the Governor of Macao, respecting the most 
effectual mode of providing for the protection and security 
of that settlement; and I rely with confidence on your ap¬ 
proved zeal for the interests of the honourable Company, anil 
on your knowledge of the state and condition of Macao, as 
well as of all other points connected with its local situation* 
to afford the commanding officer of the naval armament such 
information as may be necessary to regulate his operations* 
J have addressed a letter to his Excellency the Viceroy of 
Goa, requesting him to transmit instructions to the Governor 
of Macao, directing that officer to concert with you, and with 
his Majesty's naval commanding officer, the best means of 
providing for the defence of Macao, But I request that, 
without waiting the arrival of those instructions, you wxB 
immediately on the receipt of this despatch, communicate to 
the Governor of Macao the certain information ot an intended, 
design on the part of the French Government to make a 
descent upon that colony; and urge him to employ 3iis 
exertions in placing it in the best possible state of defence 
which the resources of the settlement may admit, informing 
him at the same time of the measures adopted by the British 
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ovarnmeui to assist in protection, it is desirable that 
the Governor of Macao should admit a reinforcement to the 
garrison, of British troops or a detachment of sailors trained 
to the use of arms and the management of artillery, if such a 
force can be spared from the squadron. 

4. It will be your peculiar duty also to guard against the 
effect of any jealousy or suspicion which the Chinese^ overn- 
ment might entertain of the preparations and measures 
adopted under this despatch with a view to that important 
object. It may be proper that you should, state to the 
superior officer of the Chinese Government at Canton, the 
necessity of providing against the establishment of the French 
in Macao, not only for the purpose of securing the com¬ 
mercial interests, of the British and Portuguese nations in 
that quarter, but for the preservation of the benefits which 
the Chinese Government derives from its commercial inter¬ 
course with those nations; advantages which would be totally 
annihilated by the establishment of a power destitute of the 
means of maintaining a commercial intercourse wit h\China, 
and actuated in the projected attempt against Macao solely 
by a design to injure the interests of the British nation 
through the channel of its trade to China. You might also 
intimate with effect, the danger to which the interests of the 
Chinese Government would be exposed by the approach of 
any force acting in support of the ambitious and encroaching 
spirit of the French nation; and you might represent :the 
imminent peril to which the tranquillity and independence of 
the Chinese Government would be subject, were France to 
be successful in securing an establishment upon the Island of 
Macao, 


d, I desire that you will transmit to me the earliest infor¬ 
mation respecting the state of the Portuguese establishment 
at Macao, the military defences of that settlement, and of the 
plan of operations adopted for its protection against the 
expected attempts of the French nation. Much must be 
reserved for the exercise of your discretion in selecting that 
mode of conducting the defence of Macao which shall em¬ 
brace the two important objects of effectually excluding the 
French from that possession, and of conciliating the mind of 
the Chinese Government. I rely with confidence on your 
discernment and ability to pursue the most advisable course. 
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xJnder this impresj 
Rainier will issue 
commanding in the 
for the defence of 
rence. 


impression I am persuaded that Vice-Admiral 
issue particular directions to the naval officer 
nese Seas, to take no steps whatever 
ao without your advice and concur- 


I have the honour to be, 8t e* 


Wellesley. 


No, CLXVL 

The Mnnpfcss fFelleBley to the Homuruhle the Court of Direotora for the 

ftffh 'm of the JFJotmtraMe United Company of Merchants of Engkmd 
trndihsf to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, near^awnpore, January 1st, 1802, 

1. My separate despatches to your Honourable Court, 
under date the gSth of September, 1801, have conveyed to 
you my wish to retain my present charge* while the exigency 
of your affairs shall require my services; and the same des¬ 
patches have apprized you of my solicitude to prolong mv 
exertions in your service* until the beneficial consequences of 
your conquests shall be finally secured, and until the ultimate 
result of your success in the field, shall be brought into direct 
operation upon every branch of your affairs. By those letters 
I also requested your honourable Court, to issue without 
delay, a provisional appointment, empowering any person, 
whom you might deem qualified to hold the temporary charge 
of this government, to succeed me in the event of my death, 
absence* or resignation* 

2, Since the date of those despatches, the happy conclu¬ 
sion of the treaty with the Nabob Vizier, forwarded to your 
Select Committee in my despatch of the 14th of November, 
1801, and the tranquil and promising state of the ceded 
districts under the progressive introduction of the British 
Government, afford a reasonable prospect, that I shall be 
enabled to settle the interests of the Company in the north- 
western provinces, upon a secure basis during the course of 
the year 180£. 



•Wftrjjy. 



THE IiOft. COUUT UF DIKE C10K& <51M 

SSfi/ ' 1 ^ 

affairs of the Carnatic will be adjusted by Lord 

Olive previously to his departure for Europe; and a stedfast 
main ten a nee of the system, which his Lordship will establish 
under my orders, cannot fail to 1 'secure and improve the 
interests of the Company, in the territories subject to the 
Government of Fort St* George. 

4* The affairs of the Government of Bombay, furnish no 
ground of apprehension or difficulty, under the conduct of 
the approved discretion, diligence, and integrity of Mr* .Dun¬ 
can; and I trust, with his assistance in the course of the 
present year, to bring to a favourable issue the most impor¬ 
tant concerns of that government with the Mahratta powers* 

5, The danger of invasion from Candaha r is entirely re¬ 
moved by the destruction of the power of Zeiuaun Shah, and 
by the actual state of his dominions, while our north-western 
frontier has been considerably strengthened by the recent 
arrangements effected in Oude* 

6* The general aspect 6f our political concerns with the 
native powers, especially with the Mahrattas, as well as the 
internal state of the Mahratta Empire, leave no reason to 
apprehend immediate danger from any quarter in India, and 
it appears probable, that in the course of a few months a con¬ 
siderable Improvement may he produced in our relation 
towards the state of Poona, 

7, The glorious success of the British arms In Egypt, the 
powerful British force {a portion of which was furnished from 
India) now holding possession of that country, and the great 
superiority of the British navy, in every quarter of the globe, 
added to the actual condition of all the native powers of 
India, appear to constitute in the present moment a sufficient 
state of security, against any possible designs which France 
may meditate for the destruction of this empire. 

8. Within the current year I expect to be able either to 
ascertain the extent to which it may be practicable to reduce 
the military establishments of Fort St* George, and Bombay, 
or to provide such additional resources as shall supply the 
necessary charges of the army of those Presidencies res¬ 
pectively. 

9* The improvement which has taken place in the state of 
the public finances in Bengal, within the last three mouths, 
promises to enable me within the current year, to establish 





THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, TO 



^ Jdyte basis of a comprehensive financial arrangement, connected 
with a regular system for the gradual augmentation of your 
commercial investment. During the existence of war with 
France, I could not hopetto effect more on the subject of 
your finances hi India, within any space of time to which my 
continuance in your service could possibly be extended 

10. Under all the these circumstances, it appears to pie, 
that l may now resign into your hands the trust, which I 
received from your honourable Court in the month of Octo¬ 
ber. 1797, without incurring tjic hazard of injury to your 
servig, in India, or of any in convenience in the selection of 
my successor at home. 

3L My despatches of the 28th of September, 1801, will 
have afforded an opportunity to your honourable Court of 
nominating a provisional successor, to held the temporary 
charge of this government in the event of my death, absence, 
or resignation, and this letter must reach you in sufficient 
time to enable you to appoint my permanent successor, at a 
season which will admit of his arrival in India, in the month 
of January, or February, 1803. 

12, I, therefore, have the honour to submit to your honour¬ 
able Court, tins respectful notification of my wish to embark 
for Europe in the course of the month of December, 1802, 
or of January , 1803, and to resign the Government-General of 
your possessions in India at the time of my embarkation. 

13. I request that your honourable Court will be pleased 
to employ every possible precaution, with a view to enable me 
to receive during the course of the month of October, 1802, 
your formal and regular permission to proceed to Europe, 
and to resign your service at the season stated in the 12th 
paragraph of this letter. 


I have the honour to be, honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest respect, 

\ our most faithful obedient and obliged servant. 

Wellesley, 



The Marquess ttefUkley, to hitt FreeZknq/ the Five rot/ pf Gw.* 


Sir, Cawnpore, January 17, 1S02. 

■ * '■ j& 

1* By authentic advices ^wlrich I have just received from 

Europe 1 am apprized of the conclusion of a treaty of alli¬ 
ance between the Government of France and Portugal, by 
which her most faithful Majesty lias been compelled to aban¬ 
don the relations hitherto subsisting with his Britannic Ma¬ 
jesty, and to unite with the Government of France in hostile 
proceedings against the British Empire* 

2, Under the knowledge of this event, it becomes my In- 
dispensable duty to adopt the necessary measures for pre¬ 
cluding the Government of France ffnra the means of apply¬ 
ing the resources of the Portuguese possessions in India, under 
the provisions of the late treaty of alliance, to purposes inju¬ 
rious to the interests of Great Britain* 

The security of this object manifestly requires that the 
Portuguese Settlements in India should be immediately 
placed under the authority of the British power, and should 
continue subject to that authority until those possessions 
shall be restored to her most faithful Majesty by any arrange* 
ment which may take place at the conclusion of a general 
peace in Europe, or which may be hereafter established be¬ 
tween his Britannic Majesty and the Court of Lisbon. 

4* Anxious that the measures which my duty compels me 
to pursue, with respect to the settlement of Goa, should be 
carried into effect without injury to the persons and property 
of its inhabitants, and desirous to combine with the execution 
of those measures the utmost consideration for your Excel¬ 
lency's high rank, and exalted station, and also wishing to 
make every practicable provision for your Excellency's con¬ 
venience and accommodation, f have directed Sir William 
Clarke, previous to the employment of the force placed under 
his command to propose to your Excellency terms tor the 


* A similar letter vim addressed to Ids Excellency the Governor of 
M rK”lO. 
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surrender of the civil and military Government of 
Goa and its immediate dependencies* 

5. Your Excellency's wisdom anil discernment trill suggest 
to you the inutility of opposing any resistance to the accom¬ 
plishment of tins measure, and your Excellency's justice and 
humanity will not permit you to expose the lives and property 
of the inhabitants of Goa, to the danger of an unavailing con¬ 
test with the superior power of the British arms, 

6* In expectation of this I have directed Sir W« Clarke to 
receive and to communicate to me any representations which 
your Excellency may desire to convey to me relating to the 
concerns and interests of the Portuguese settlements, also 
relating to any points connected with the execution of the 
orders and instructions with which he has been furnished. 
It will afford me satisfaction to conform to your Excellency's 
wishes* on all occasions to the utmost extent compatible with 
the obligations of my public duty, 

7. It is proper that I should irfform your Excellency that 
I have transmitted orders for the introduction of the British 
authority into the settlements of Damami and Din, similar to 
those which I have deemed it necessary to issue for the oc¬ 
cupation of the settlement of Goa* 

8* 1 refer your Excellency, for a more ample communica¬ 
tion upon all these points, to Sir W. Clarke, 

I have the honour to be, 
with great consideration and respect, Sir, 
your Excellency's most obedient, faithful servant, 

Wellesley* 




MiHiTrjpj. 
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The Mhr^uess IPeltmitf to Ms E®cell#netj Lieut.-General Lake, the 
Comma n der-i n-Ch tej\ 

S IK, l< ucknaw, February 8, 1302. 

1. I have the honour to inform you r Excellency that on 
this day I have received official advice from the Secret Com¬ 
mittee of the Court of Directors of the ratification of preli¬ 
minary articles of peace between his Majesty and the French 
republic* A copy of those articles has been already trans¬ 
mitted to your Excellency through the Adjutant-General* 

$* The conditions of the peace combined with his Majes¬ 
ty's intention already notified to this Government of provi¬ 
dings by a separate establishment for the defence of the is¬ 
land of Ceylon will relieve the Military establishments of the 
three Presidencies of India from a considerable burthen. 

3, We shall no longer required to furnish troops for 
the defence of Ceylon, of Malacca, or of the Eastern islands, 
and we shall also evacuate Chinsurah, Chandernagore, Pon¬ 
dicherry, Cochin, and Mahe, together with Goa, Danmun, 
and Diu, while the return of the Indian army lately em¬ 
ployed in Egypt and the troops recently embarked for Macao, 
may be speedily expected. 

4* Your Excellency wilt further observe by the enclosed 
copy of a letter received overland from the Court of Directors 
that a reduction is to take place of the military force hitherto 
employed at Bencoolen* 

5. Under all these circumstances it appears to me that 
it will be practicable without inconvenience or hazard to 
carry into speedy effect an efficient system of reduction in 
every branch of our military charges in India. 

6, In considering the means of reducing the native army 
in India to a peace establishment, I have adverted to the fol¬ 
lowing separate branches of reform. 

First. The reduction of such corps of volunteers, or other 
temporary and local corps as may have been raised during 
the exigency of the war* 

Second* The discharge of the sepoys supernumerary to 
the peace establishment of each native battalion. 

Third. The reduction of such a number of native regi- 
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mentis at each Presidency as may appear absolutely necessary 
to he retained upon a peace establishment; and. 

Fourth* The retrenchment of various establishments and 
contingent charges connected with the movements oi the 
troops in the field. 

7. 1 expect to be able, w ithin a short period of time, to 
afford relief to the public finances by important reductions 
under each of these heads ; but in the present moment I pro¬ 
pose to confine my orders to the three Presidencies: to the 
first, second, and fourth objects, reserving for a more full 
consideration my final determination with regard to the num¬ 
ber of native regiments to be reduced at each of the Presi¬ 
dencies in consequence of the peace. 

8. In this letter, therefore, 1 khall limit my instructions to 
vour Excellency to those articles of reduction which ap¬ 
pear to me to be practicable and expedient to carry into ei L 
feet without a moment of delay. 

9. I have issued orders to the Governor in Council at Bom¬ 
bay, directing him to return, us speedily as possible, to Ben¬ 
gal the corps of volunteers from the establishment now serv¬ 
ing at Bombay; and I request your Excellency to prepare 
the necessary orders for disbanding these corps upon their 
return to this Presidency* 

1(1 Your Excellency is already apprized of my anxious de¬ 
sire to encourage, amongst the native troops in India that 
spirit, which, on various important occasions during my admi¬ 
nistration, has induced them to embark with zeal and alacrity 
on foreign service* 

!L I, therefore, earnestly recommend to your Excellency’s 
attention the condition of the privates in the several corps of 
native vohiteers which must be reduced in consequence of 
the peace. 

12* Your Excellency will be pleased to consider whether 
it might not, hereafter, be practicable to discharge a portion 
of the privates, iii some of the native corps, to be retained on 
this establishment for the purpose of giving employment to 
such privates as have embarked as volunteers on foreign ser¬ 
vice. If this arrangement should be deemed objectionable, 
I request your Excellency to suggest any other plan which 
may appear to you to be more eligible for the purpose of 
providing employment or maintenance for those native pri- 


w""sri*j. 


LTOUT.-GEHEUAL LAKE- 



•vutes who faafe voluntarily embarked on foreign service du¬ 


ring the late war* 

13, Under this branch of reduction it will also be neces¬ 
sary immediately to order that the recruiting for the Golun- 
dauze corps (if it has not already ceased) should cease forth¬ 
with ; and I also request your Excellency to suspend or re¬ 
voke the order for the increase of the number of gtmdascars 
at die Presidency. 

IE The corps of Gollindauze will, of course, be reduced 
as soon as the proposed augmentation of the European artil¬ 
lery shall have taken effect. 

15 . All the regiments of native infantry on this establish¬ 
ment being now complete to the war establishment of 1200 pri¬ 
vates in each battalion, a considerable reduction ot expense 
may be accomplished immediately under that head. I* there¬ 
fore, h ere by authori ze and d i re c t y o u r E xcel le 11 cy to b e 
pleased to issue an order for the immediate discharge of the 
sepoys supernumerary in each native battalion to the peace 
establishment of 1796; your Excellency will be pleased to 
notify that the order is issued hy authority, and you will 
direct it to be carried into effect throughout the army of this 
Presidency on the 31st of March next ensuing. 

16. This reduction will still leave each native battalion of 
the strength of 800 privates, or 1,600 for each native regi¬ 
ments. In my judgment a further reduction ot 100 privates 
may now be safely effected in each battalion, leaving the 
strength of each battalion 700, and of each regiment 1/100 
privates. Your Excellency is aware of the importance of 
this reduction in point of expense, and unless you should ap¬ 
prehend from its adoption any evil consequences which have 
not occurred to my judgment, I authorize you to issue an 
immediate order for the redaction of each battalion of native 
infantry on this establishment to the strength of 700 privates, 
on the 80 th of April next ensuing. 

17. I request your Excellency to communicate with the 
Lieut>Governor of the ceded provinces with regard to the 
means of disposing of the privates who shall be discharged 
from the army now serving within the limits ot his authority. 
I shall signify my orders to the Resident at Lucknow on the 
same subject with reference to the troops stationed within 
the reserved dominions of the Nabob Vizier, and l shall give 
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necessaay instructions to the Vice-Preddont in Council 
with <i view to the same object in the lower provinces. In 
the meanwhile 1 shall hope to receive the favour of your Ex¬ 
cellency's opinion with regard to the means of disposing of 
such sepoys as shall be discharged in the ensuing months of 
March and April. 

18. I have the honour to apprize your Excellency of my 
intention that such body-guard of cavalry as I may deem ne¬ 
cessary to establish permanently for the personal service of 
the Governor-General should hereafter be considered as 
being composed of detachments from the several regiments 
of the native cavalry on the establishment of Bengal and 
Fort St. George, and that correspondent reductions should 
he made from the strength of each troop in those regiments 
respectively in order to provide for the expense of the body¬ 
guard. in the time of peace. I shall hereafter have the ho¬ 
nour to transmit to your Excellency a more detailed state¬ 
ment on this subject previously to your issuing any orders 
upon it. 

19. Your Excellency will be pleased to issue an order im¬ 
mediately for the reduction of the honourable Company’s se¬ 
cond European regiment according to the plan already com¬ 
municated to me, with this variation, that in the present mo¬ 
ment I think it inexpedient and unnecessary to form the ma¬ 
rine battalion into a regiment. I, therefore, request your Excel¬ 
lency to suggest to me the best practicable mode of providing 
for the officers who will be thrown out of employment by the 
reduction of the second European regiment. 

SO. The corps of native infantry on this establishment are 
unquestionably defective in the number of their European 
officers, and it would be a great improvement to their effici¬ 
ency if the number of their European officers could be per¬ 
manently augmented, I request your Excellency to advert to 
this circumstance, and to report tame whether such European 
o flic era as may be reduced from the second European regi¬ 
ment, or from any other native corps which it may he deemed 
necessary to reduce, might not be posted as supernumeraries 
to the native corps retained on the establishment. 

21. The Court of Directors, in their letter of the 11th of 
February 1801, have left it to the discretion of the Governor- 
General in Con noil either to post the officers of reduced 
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to the regiments retained on the establishment as su¬ 
pernumeraries of their respective ranks, or to leave them un¬ 
employed for the present on their pay and half bafcta, and to 
appoint them to regiments as vacancies may occur. 

C M. The former of these modes of provision appears to me 
to he preferable to the latter in every view connected either 
with the efficiency of the army or with the welfare of the offi¬ 
cers. A question, however, will necessarily arise with regard 
to the comparative expense of these plans; and on that ques¬ 
tion, as well as on every other part of the subject, I request 
to be favoured with your Excellency's early opinions. 

S3, I am, however, aware that with the utmost degree of 
attention which can be paid to the condition of the officers 
of the reduced corps, they must suffer by the effect of the 
reduction. But it must be recollected that amidst the nu¬ 
merous blessings of the general peace, the officers of the 
army must ever expect some diminution of those advantages 
which they receive from the State in return for the fatigues 
and dangers to which they are exposed in time of war. No 
reduction of the army would be either wise or just which 
should not also be necessary and consistent with the secu¬ 
rity of the empire. But it will be the duty of the Govern¬ 
ment to accomplish, with firmness and despatch, and the 
duty of the officers to bear with fortitude and temper, what¬ 
ever reduction shall be demanded by the principles of a ra¬ 
tional economy, and shall be compatible with the public 

C M\ In issuing the order for the reduction of the second 
European regiment, I request your Excellency to annex to it 
the order for the augmentation of the artillery, as directed 
by the honourable Court. The improvement of our artil¬ 
lery k a point of such, importance that I am resolved not to 
postpone it under any circumstances whatever. 

25. With regard to the fourth object of reduction, namely, 
the retrenchment of various establishments and contingent 
charges connected with the movement of the troops in the 
field, I have the honour to enclose to your Excellency a 
copy of my orders of this date to the Vice-President in Coun¬ 
cil; and I request your Excellency to favour me with any 
suggestions which may occur to you respecting the objects 
of my instructions to the Vice-President in Council, or re- 
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any other military charges or establishments which 
iai * to you susceptible of reduction, I have for¬ 
ce py of this despatch to the Vice-President in 
ml to the Governments of Fort St, George and Bom- 
leir guidance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

We I, LESLEY. 


No. CLXIX. 

'!%• Mttrquesi Wellesley, to Ai* AVrcc Uency I.ienten.<xnt-Gmw<d Lnk/>, 
Cum maH (hr-i a- Ch i if 

y TU Lucknow, February 8th, 

1. Although in wy despatch A of this date I have signified 
my intention of reserving for further consideration the que^- 
tion of reducing any of the native regiments on this estab- 
lishnumt, I have judged it to be expedient to communicate to 
your Excellency, without delay, my sentiments on that im¬ 
portant part of the peace establishment of this army. 

2. The number of regiments of native infantry on this 
establishment is now nineteen, of which eight were intended 
to he stationed in the provinces south oi Allahabad, and 
eleven in the vizier's dominions and the ceded provinces. 
With the expected increase of His Majesty’s troops in 
Bengal, it appears to me that eight regiments of native 
infantry, of 14UO privates of 11)00 iirc-loclcs each, will be as 
large a peace establishment as will be required for the pro¬ 
vinces sout h of Allahabad. 

3. With the great force of cavalry now stationed in the 
ceded districts (which are likely to become the permanent 
.station of the main body of our cavalry), it appears to me that 
seven regiments of native infantry ol the establishment of 
privates already stated, together with a due proportion oi 
European cavalry, infantry, and artillery, will be a sufficient 
peace establishment for the ceded provinces. 

4. In the reserved dominions of the Vizier, including 
Lucknow, are now stationed eight battalions, or four regi¬ 
ments of native infantry and one regiment of native cavalry. 
With the exception of the 12th regiment, stationed at 
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cktmw, these corps are much dispersed* and are employed 
on duties which might be more properly performed by the 
troops to be maintained by the Vizier under the late treaty. 
It is, therefore, my intention to propose to the Vizier to 
permit a cantonment to be formed in the neighbourhood of 
Lucknow, at which may bo stationed rhe troops necessary 
for his Excellency's personal service, as well as the force 
requisite to maintain the general tranquillity of this country, 

5. By concentring this force in one point, it will be prac¬ 
ticable to diminish its numbers without affecting its efficiency; 
and in the event of any emergency, the dominions of his 
Excellency under the late treaty have been reduced to so 
compact a form, that occasional detachments from the can¬ 
tonments at Lucknow will reach with facility any point which 
may require the presence of a regular force* 

6* Having consulted Lieutenant-Colonel Scott on this 
question, I found his opinion to be, that two regiments of 
native infantry, with one of cavalry, stationed in the vicinity 
of Lucknow, would be a sufficient force upon a peace estab¬ 
lishment for the protection of the Vizier's reserved dominions. 
Concurring entirely with Lieutenant-Colonel Scott* it is my 
intention to propose to the Vizier the establishment of a 
cantonment in this neighbourhood ; and as soon as I shall 
have obtained his Excellency's consent to this arrangement, 
my deckled judgment is, that it would be practicable and 
safe to reduce two regiments of native infrantry on this 
establishment* 

7. I need not apprize your Excellency of the urgent neces¬ 
sity of availing ourselves of the season of peace, to effect in 
our expenditure every degree of reduction consistent with 
the security of the empire, and with the dignity and honour 
of the government. 

8. It is indispensable to our safety in India, that we should 
be prepared to meet any future crisis of war with unembar¬ 
rassed resources* These sentiments render me extremely 
anxious to embrace the earliest opportunity of affording 
effec tual relief to our finances 1 from the heavy pressure of our 
military charges, and I shall therefore look with the most 
earnest anxiety to your Excellency's concurrence in the plan 
proposed in this letter, and to the unabated exertion of that 
cordiality and zeal, with which you have uniformly contri- 
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buted your assistance!, to strengthen my hands in the dis¬ 
charge of my arduous and invidious duties. 

9. I am not at present disposed to attempt any reduction in 
the native cavalry on this establishment. Xliat branch of our 
force is in my opinion, of the utmost importance to our se¬ 
curity in this quarter of India, and under your Excellency s 
auspices, I entertain a confident expectation that the native 
cavalry on this establishment, will speedily become as effici- 
cient as its services are requisite for the defence of this part 
of our frontier. 

30* The state of the 3rd regiment of native cavalry inspires 
me with a hope, that your Excellency’s success in improving 
this branch of the service, will be proportioned to your 
ability, assiduity, and zeal. If, however, your Excellency's 
efforts should unfortunately bo frustrated, and if the state of 
the native cavalry on this establishment in the course of 
another season should disappoint my expectations, it is my 
intension to propose and to carry into effect a considerable 
reduction of that expensive part of our establishment I 
trust however, that the necessity of this retrenchment, (how¬ 
ever desirable on principles of economy,) will be precluded 
by the proficiency of the officers and privates, placed under 
the command of Colonel St. Eeger, and in this event, I shall 
readily forego any financial advantages attainable by the 
reduction of the establishment of our cavalry* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


No, CLXX. 

The Marquess Wellesley, to ike Honourable Court of Directors, for the 
Affairs of tht Honourable United Com puny of Merchants of Eng-land 
(rading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, Camp near Juanpore, March 8th, 1802* 

It has afforded me considerable satisfaction to find by the 
148tli paragraph of the general letter from your honourable 
Court to the Governor-General in council, in the military 
department, dated the 10th of June, 1801, that my conduct 
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respect to tlie star and jewels, presented to me by the 
army, employed in Mysore* had met with your approbation-* 
The judicious rind liberal measures which your honourable 
Court lias been pleased to pursue* for giving effect to that 
Iionourablc testimony of the good opinion of the army, with¬ 
out creating a precedent injurious to the public service in 
India* demand my most cordial expressions of gratitude and 
respect I now have the honour of submitting to your ho¬ 
nourable Court, my respectful acceptance of the additional 
mark of favour, which you have been pleased to confer upon 
me, by presenting to me the star and jewels of Tippoo Sul¬ 
tan n, originally tendered to me by the gallant army, which 
atchievcd the conquest of Mysore; and I assure your honour¬ 
able Court, that this distinguished honour is greatly enhanced 
in my estimation, fay the grateful reflection, that the favour¬ 
able sentiments of such an army, on an occasion so glorious 
to the British name, and so interesting to my public character, 
should have been sanctioned by the deliberate voice of your 
honourable Court, 

I have the honour to inform your honourable Court, that 
in conformity to your orders, Lieut.-General Stuart has trans¬ 
mitted to me the star and jewels from Fort St. George, and 
1 have received the same by the hands of Major Malcolm, 
together with a Jotter from Lieut.-General Stuart, of which 
f have the honour to annex a copy, as well as a copy of my 
reply to that respectable officer* 

I have the honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient, obliged. 

And faithful servant, 

Wellesley, 


(A true Copy.) Merrick Shawe, 
Military Secretary. 


* Extract <*/a general Letter from the Honourable the Court of Direct or h 
in the Military Department, dated the 10//* of June, 1 SO l. 

Par, 148. We are thoroughly sensible of the propriety unci delicacy of 
the motive, which induced our Governor~Gctieral to decline the acceptance 
of llits token of respect to his Lordship, from the gallant conquerors of 
Mysore. In order, however, further to testify the very high sense which 
we entertain of the distinguished services to this Company, of the most 
noble the Marquess Wellesley, by the superior wisdom anti energy of 
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The Marquee fFelledey to Cinut,-General i Stuart, 
jy 1Rj Juanpore, March 8th, 1802, 

1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, under date the 6th of February,* which was delivered 
to me by Major John Malcolm this morning, together with 
the star and jewels, originally tendered to me by the gallant 
army, which reduced the hostile power of Tippoo Sultaun, 
and since presented to me by the honourable the Court of 
Directors, 

g. In accepting this distinguished mark of honour, I reflect 
with the highest satisfaction, that it is the united testimony 
of the deliberate approbation of the honourable the Court ol 
Directors, and of the kindness and favour of an army, to 
which I must ever remain attached by the most ardent sen¬ 
timents of public and private gratitude* 

il m It is peculiarly gratifying to me, that you should have 
been the ultimate channel of conveying to me a gift, inti¬ 
mately connected with the remembrance of your eminent 
services in the late glorious war in Mysore* I acknowledge 
with gratitude the expressions by which you have been 
pleased to accompany your communication on this interesting 
occasion, nor could a more acceptable addition have been 

whose councils, the late war in Mysore was brought to so speedy and glo¬ 
rious a termination, we hereby present the star and badge of the order of 
St, Patrick, formed from the jewels taken at Seriugapntam, to kis hard¬ 
ship's acceptance* the same having been tendered to and received by the 
Court of Directors for that purpose* 


* JViv Loan, Feb* 6, 1802 

I have learnt with peculiar satisfaction, that your Excellency 's mind bm 
been relieved from the legal impedimenta which had induced your Excel¬ 
lency to decline the acceptance of an honorary mark of public gratitude, 
and that your Excellency has been solicited by the honourable Court of 
Directors to receive the star and badge of the order of St. Patrick, pre¬ 
sented to your Excellency by Lieut--General Harris, in the name of that 
army which under the direction of your Lordship’s councils at thieved the 
conquest of Mysore. 

The return to Fort William of your Excellency's private Secretary, 
Major Malcolm, who shared in the glory of that memorable campaign, and 
participates the semi meats of respect which this token Ik intended to com- 
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made to the honour which I have received from the Court ot 
Directors aiul from the army than this public declaration of 
the favourable opinion of an officer, whose long and honoura¬ 
ble career has placed his character among the most distin¬ 
guished names in the British service. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


Wellesley. 

By command of his Excellency the most noble the Gover* 
nor, and Captain-General. 

Merrick Shawe, 

Military Secretary. 


No, CLXXIL 

The Marques* tFeUesky to the ffonoumtte ihr Court of Directors* 

Honourable Sirs, Benam * Msrch 13 ’ I802 * 

On the 1st of January 180£ f I closed a separate letter to 
your honourable Court containing a respectful notification ot 
my resignation of the Government general of your posses¬ 
sions in India, to take effect upon my embarkation for Eu¬ 
rope in the course of the month of December 180/* or 
January 1803, 

It was iny wish and expectation to have been enabled 
to have accompanied the despatch of that letter by a de¬ 
tailed state of the settlement of the provinces ceded by the 
Nawaub Vizier, and also by a general view of the events 


memorise, has afforded me the moat appropriate means of repeating t le 
request of the army, and of transmitting the star and badge to ymir Excel¬ 
lency, in the confident hope that you will do them the honour ui accepting 
this memorial of their esteem and admiration. 

The cir cum stances which have rendered me the ultimate channel of 
conveying to your Excellency this mark of the high sense entertained of 
your public services on that most arduous occasion, combine the flattering 
exercise of ft public duty, and the highest gratification of my personal 
feelings, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

j, Stuart* 

(A true Copy.) Merrick Shaw, 

Military Secretary. 
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which preceded, anti of the beneficial consequences which 
must 'result'from the treaty concluded with the Nawaub Vi¬ 
zier on the 10th <r November 1801. 

'8. But the unavoidable delays which have arisen m ar¬ 
ranging the details of the settlement,, and my continued oc¬ 
cupation in the inspection of the army, and in the negotia¬ 
tion of tlie Various important points which remained for 
adjustment with the Nawaub Vizier as well as the pressure 
of other urgent affairs connected with the introduction of the 
Company's authority into the ceded provinces rendered it 
impossible for me, either to collect the necessary documents 
or to digest them in a proper form for the notice of your ho¬ 
nourable Court; the transmission of my letter of the 1st of 
January has, therefore, been delayed until the present time, 
and the operation of the same causes still prevents me from 
furnish mg your honourable Court with the information pro¬ 
posed. 

4 On the other hand I have the satisfaction to assure your 
honourable Court that the settlement of the ceded provinces 
has proceeded with a degree of facility and success which has 
exceeded my most sanguine expectation; the land revenue of 
the current year promises to equal the amount of the Jumma 
stated in the treaty, after defraying all charges of collection, 
including the whole of the Company’s civil establishment em¬ 
ployed within the ceded provinces; and 1 entertain no doubt 
that the clear produce of the revenues of the: ceded provin¬ 
ces within the course of ISDo and 1S0+, after defraying all 
'charges, will form an important addition to the surplus re¬ 
venues of the Presidency of Bengal, and that a considerable 
successive increase may be expected hi each year under a 
settlement of three or live years ; beyond which extent, I 
deem it to be unad vis able to conclude any settlement of the 
land revenue of the ceded provinces, until more accurate in¬ 
formation can be obtained with respect to the resources of 
the country* 

5-1 have the further satisfaction to inform y our honour¬ 
able Court that I have every reason to expect a favourable 
issue of all the questions depending between the Nawaub 
V izier and the Company, in consequence of die late treaty. 
Oi the arrear of twenty-one lacs of rupees due by his Excel¬ 
lency on account of the augmented subsidy IIis Excellency 
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„ iAght hcs during my residence at Lucknow, and 
formed Satisfactory arrangements for the gradual liquida¬ 
tion of the remaining sum. His Excellency has also adopted 
measures for the final completion of the reform of his army 
with all practicable despatch; and he has signified his dis¬ 
position to introduce into his reserved dominions such regu¬ 
lations as 1. may suggest for the welfare of his subjects, and 
for the prosperity of the country. 

G. I shall hereafter have the honour to transmit to your 
honourable Court or to the Secret Committee the particular 
details of that information of which the despatch is now una- 
voidably delayed. 

7* In the meanwhile no circumstance has arisen to require 
any delay of my resignation of this Government, in addi¬ 
tion to the statement submitted to your honourable Court in 
my letter of the 1st of January which accompanies this de¬ 
spatch, the further progress of the settlement of the ceded 
provinces, the improved state of public credit, and my know¬ 
ledge of the ratification of preliminary articles of peace be¬ 
tween his Majesty and France furnish new motives to relieve 
my mind from anxiety with respect to any possible conse¬ 
quences which can result from my retirement at the period 
of time proposed. 

8. In trail si n itting, th ere fore , to your h on o uru b le C o u ft my 
letter of the 1st of January 1S0&, I beg leave to renew my 
application for your permission to resign the service of the 
honourable Company in the month of January 180.5. 

9. The delay which has unavoidably arisen in the tranemis¬ 
sion of my letter of the 1st of January precludes the possibility 
of my receiving, during the course oi the month of (>ctuber 
180J2, your formal and regular permission to embark loi Eu^ 
rope, and to resign your service* I trust, however, that this 
despatch will reach your honourable Court in sufficient time 
to enable you to furnish me with that authority at the con¬ 
clusion of the month of December, 1-808, or early in January, 
1803# My letter of the 88th of September, 1801, will I trust, 
have induced yon to appoint a provisional successor to receive 
from me the temporary charge of this government; wh ite my 
present despatch will afford you the opportunity of making 
an early nomination of my permanent successor. I shall, 
therefore, deem myself at liberty under all the cireiuns Sauces 
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of the case* to euibatk for Europ6 f although your express 
percussion for that purpose should not have reached me, in 
the last week of January, 1803, provided I shall have received 
previously to that time the notification of your pleasure res¬ 
pecting the appointment of my provisional successor, 

10. Your honourable Court may be assured, that, unless I 
should he compelled by the state of my health, (ol which 
misfortune I entertain no immediate apprehension) I will not 


relinquish the charge of this government until I shall have 
received your appointment of my provisional successor* 

11. I have the honour to inform your honourable Court, 
that 1 am now returning to the presidency for the purpose 
of accelerating such reductions oi military expense as appear 
to be safe and practicable in consequence of the conclusion 
of preliminary articles of peace with France; I hope also to 
accomplish various other arrangements for the completion ot 
such a financial system as may enable the government in 
India to maintain the commercial investment on the high scale 
of the present year; and to give effect to any plan which may 
be in the contemplation of your honourable Court for the 
reduction of the India debt, according to the suggestions to 
your honourable Court, by Mr* Duiulas, in his letter tindei 
date the 30th June, 1801. 

12. In the course of the current year, I confidently expect 
to be enabled to establish such a system ot finance in India, 
as shall secure the complete and early operation of th at or of 
any plan founded on similar principles, provided the assistance 
which Mr* Dimdas has proposed to your honourable Court, 
to afford from home to your finances in India shall be regu¬ 
larly furnished, in the manner suggested in the letter to which 
I now refer. 

13* The Vice-President in council under my special in* 
structions has regularly apprized your secret Committee ol 
the progressive state of the finances and investment, and I 
shall direct him to accompany this despatch by a similar 
statement, including the latest period of time, and referring 
to such information as he may receive from me, together with 
such documents as arc not at present within iny reach. 

14* On my arrival at Fort William, J shall avail myself of 
the earliest opportunity to transmit to your honourable Court, 
the fullest information respecting the state of your finances 
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in India; recent events and the general prospect of affairs 
justify me in the certainty of being able upon my arrival at 
J-'ort William, to submit to your honourable Court a more 
satisfactory view of that branch of your affairs than it has 
hitherto been my duty to bring under your consideration. 

I have the honour to be, 


Wiat.ESLEY. 


No. clxxui. 

Tht’ Ear! of Elgin to the Marques* WtUwlttf. 

Const aadnople, Member 11th, 1601. 
Mv dear Lord, [Halved Mareli 18 th* 180 £.] 

By my last letters from Moscow, of the 38 th of October, 
nothing was yet known there of the preliminaries between 
England and France, excepting only the articles that relate 
to Malta, un outline of which was sent to Lord SL Helens, 
<f with an instruction to propose to the Court of Russia, 
an eventual agreement, in virtue of which, on our relin¬ 
quishing the island to fbe Ordejvof St John, the Emperor 
was to take upon himself, as protector of the order, the 
care of maintaining its independence, and securing its pos¬ 
session against any foreign invasion. Thh negotiation was 
accordingly set on foot, and on the eve of being brought to a 
favourable conclusion, as it coincided exactly with Count 
Panins views; but the change of ministry produced an im¬ 
mediate alteration in these dispositions, and Lord St. Helens 
was accordingly informed, that His Imperial Majesty had 
upon mature deliberation determined to decline the proposal 
m question, partly on account of the difficulty of maintaining 
a body of his troops in so distant a quarter; and partly from 
his apprehension of the political embarrassments and risks, 
that he might incur from the umbrage and jealousies that 
this measure would excite in France and Spain, and even at 
Constantinople* We must, therefore, now bethink ourselves 
of some other expedient, and perhaps the least ineligible 
would be to endeavour, through the influence of the Court of 
Russia, to cause Lbe election of a new grand master of M ' 






icntary means as 
order to maintain 
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some trustworthy person, whom we might furnish, 
re instatement, with such supple 
enable him with the resources of the 
a respectable state of defence. 

Adieu, 

Yours 


Eloin. 


P.S, Count Panin has been removed from the direction of 
Foreign Affairs in Russia, and is succeeded by Kotzebue. 


No, G.LXXIV- 

F*iruct from a letter of the Earl tf Dartmouth to the Marquess If 'ellestnf. 

My dear Lord, London, April y, 1802, 

I cannot return your Excellency my acknowledgements for 
the favour of your letters, (received per Georgiuna Packet y 
and overland) without assuring you in the first place that it 
would occasion in my mind the most sincere regret, should 
any transactions have taken place here of a nature to make 
you think it possible you may he induced to quit the high 
station you hold in India with such honour to yourself, and 
so much advantage to the Company, and the British empire ; 
before the final completion of the different objects your Ex¬ 
cellency has enumerated as now occupying, and about to 
occupy your attention, I should more particularly lament 
that the ev ent of your quitting India, should take place at a 
moment when the wisdom and energy of your administration 
has already brought about in the midst of the difficulties and 
embarrassments of a state of war, such ameliorations in the 
Company's finances, as could have been looked for hut from 
the operation of peace. 

It w ould be the highest gratification to me, (as 1 am con¬ 
vinced it would be of the first importance to our interests m 
India) if I could entertain a full confidence that the same 
vigour and the same talent which have brought the war to so 
glorious a conclusion, would continue to preside over the 
work of peace; and which would, I have no doubt, restore to 
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the finances of India that prosperity, towards which* even in 
war, so considerable a progress has been made. 

Your Excellency will perceive that the wishes you have 
expressed to the Court of Directors, and to ine, have been 
complied with, and that Mr. Barlow has been appointed your 
provisional successor, in case you should think it proper* 
at any time, to quit your present situation. Be lore I proceed, 
it seems incumbent upon me to make some apology for the 
omission of a due notification of my appointment to the office 
of President of the Board of Commissioners j in truth it had 
not occurred to me, that 1 was my sell to make that notifica¬ 
tion- I am sure you will acquit me of any intention of omit¬ 
ting any mark of respect or attention to you, I shall have 
the less to trouble you with on the present occasion, as Mr. 
Addington has informed me, that it is his intention to write 
fully to your Excellency upon the affairs of India. 

It shall be my particular care that should a plan for the 
distribution and management of the Indian army be sent from 
hence, it shall go out (as far as depends upon me,) in such a 
form as shall leave to your Excellency all possible discre¬ 
tionary power with regard to its adoption. Indeed in my 
opinion, the whole business could not be put into a better 
train than by vesting it wholly in your Exccileney ? s judgment 
and discretion. Nobody is so good a judge of what is neces¬ 
sary for the protection of our Indian possessions j and ! am 
persuaded no one feels more strongly than your Excellency, 
the circumstances of the Company’s finances which make it 
of tiie utmost expedience that no force should he kept up 
beyond what that necessity requires. 

We are still engaged in a warm dispute with the Court of 
Directors upon the private trade. They have come to u 
resolution against government which was yesterday confirmed 
by a Court of Proprietors. I have ordered their third printed 
report with the communication which had taken place between 
Government and the Court to be transmitted to you. I he 
business must now I Should suppose, be brought before Par¬ 
liament ; the only competent tribunal to decide, whether it 
was the intention of the legislature to leave the Court of 


*■ See on tins subject the leLter of Lord Wellesley to (leiteral Lake, 
p. 624, (No 17b) l'E»J 
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Directors without restraint or control, the power of sacrificing 
an object of so much consequence as the bringing to the 
Port of London the surplus trade of India, or at least that 
part of it hitherto carried on by British capital for the ad¬ 
vantage of our rivals. 


I have the honour to he, 

with great truth and regard, 

My dear Lord, 

Your Excellency's faithful servant, 


Dartmouth* 


No. CLXXV. 

Minute by the Governor-OtineraL 

Fart William, April2Ut> 1803. 

In resuming my seat in council at this presidency, my first 
duty is to express my entire approbation of the conduct of 
the honourable the vice-president in council during my ab¬ 
sence. Various important circumstances have required the 
active exertions of this presidency since my departure for the 
Upper Provinces; and I am happy to avail myself of this 
occasion to declare, that I have received the most satisfactory 
and useful assistance from the vice-president in council, in 
every emergency of the public service, which rendered the 
signification of my previous instructions impracticable, and 
that every order which I have issued, has been executed with 
the most cordial sceal, promptitude, and alacrity, and with the 
utmost degree of judgment and prudence. 

From such a confirmation of the justice of those sentiments 
of respect and esteem which induced me to repose in Mr. 
ButIow the important charge of vice-president in council, l 
derive additional confidence in the security of the British 
interests in India, during the remaining period of my adminis¬ 
tration. Experience lias proved, that I may repair without 
apprehension to any quarter of this extensive empire in which 
my presence may be demanded by the local exigencies of the 
service ; and that during my absence, I may rely on the 
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maintenance of the wisdom, vigour, dignity, and integrity of 
the administration of affairs at this presidency. In offering 
my sincere acknowledgements to Mr. Barlow for his conduct 
since he has filled the office of vice-president in council, I 
cannot omit a similar testimony of the public zeal, prudence, 
and integrity of Mr. Udny, whose honourable spirit of co¬ 
operation, combined with judicious and diligent service, have 
essentially contributed to promote the prosperity of the public 
interests during my absence from this Presidency. 


W F.1. ¥.1?ST-E V . 


No. CLXXVI. 

Translation of a Letter from the Kay nut hart to the Rigid Honourable 

Lord Wellesley, Governor-General of (Seagal, delivered hy the Regs 

Kffendi to forward the SOlh April, 1802. 

To the noblest among the princes believing in the Messiah, 
Support of the grandees of the Christian nation, the Governor- 
General of the British dominions in the East Indies, his 
Excellency the most esteemed and beloved Lord Wellesley, 
our friend; may bis end be attended with happiness. 

After our sincere assurances of perfect friendship and re¬ 
gard, we have, hereby, the pleasure of acquainting your 
Excellency, that the exertion and zeal which have been 
evinced by your Lordship in sending, so opportunely, the 
corps of troops bedonging to your establishment, who have 
been destined hy the Court of Great Britain to co-operate in 
the late expedition, together with the forces of the sublime 
Ottoman Forte, not only have served to strengthen the bonds 
of union and friendship so firmly subsisting between the two 
Courts, but also to secure to you the friendly esteem of the 
Emperor, whose favourable opinion of your Excellency is 
equal to the satisfaction he has reaped from your zealous 
conduct. 

Indeed the measures pursued in defence of the common 
cause in question, were but the natural result of the candid 
friendship since time immemorial subsisting between the 
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tieularly of the concert and union which have prevailed* with 
such reciprocal good faith, since the contracted alliance. 

As a mark of approbation of that exert ion and zeal, there¬ 
fore* which have been so manifestly witnessed on your part, 
and a token of distinction and compliment, the Sublime Porte 
have prepared and destined for your Lordship the order of 
the Crescent, of the first rank, consisting in a half-moon, 
fixed in the middle of a star set with brilliants, together with 
a ribbon, the two ends whereof joined by a medal bearing the 
Grand Signor's cypher in gold. 

We have, therefore, the pleasure of writing this official 
letter, to enquire after your health, and to acquaint your 'Ex¬ 
cellency with the transmission of tlte above imperial mark of 
attention expressive of his Highness’s satisfaction, herewith 
annexed* On its reception, (please God) and on your Lord- 
ship becoming acquainted with its tenor and motive, we hope 
your Excellency will not refuse to act up to the dictates of 
friendship, and to fulfil the rules of the sincere intimacy be¬ 
tween the two countries* 


Your friend, 


MUSTAFFA KaYMAKAN, 

(L,S*) 


No. CLXXVIL 


The Eixrl of Elgin to the Marquess hVeUtetty* 

Constantinople, May 1, 1SQ2. 


My Lord, 


1 he British army having received orders to evacuate Egypt, 
hi \ h tue oi the stipulations of the treaty of peace between 
England and France; I have a peculiar gratification in being 
directed by the Grand Signor, to convey to your Excellency 
the diamond star and ribbon of the order of the Crescent, as 
a testimony of bis Imperial Majesty’s sense of your Excel¬ 
lency s active and friendly zeal, so conspicuously displayed in 
the preparations which your Excellency had of your own 
authority made towards a co-operation for the recovery of 
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Egypt; by which provident measure, a still more formidable 
force than was demanded from England, embarked from 
India for the coasts of the Red Sen, instantly upon the receipt: 
of the Kings commands. 

It is the Grand Signor's further desire in offering to your 
Excellency the insignia of this order, thereby to express to 
you his particular admiration of the spirit and steadiness, 
with which Major-General Baird, and the army under his 
command* performed the very difficult services that they had 
to encounter in Egypt; and the distinguished discipline and 
good conduct which they maintained during the whole period 
of their continuance in the Turkish dominions* 

I have the honour to be. 


with the utmost respect, my Lord, 

Your Excellency's 

Most obedient humble servant, 
Elgin* 


No. CLXXVIIL 


Eidrticl from the Proceedings of His EwceHsttCy the Most Noble the 
(hirer nor -General Council in the Secret Department under the date 

5th Avgust, 1802, 


[Rend a Minute from the Governor-General.] 


I now record the following letter addressed to the Chairman 
of the honourable the Court of Directors, in explanation of 
the motives which actuated the determination of the Gover¬ 
nor-General in council, recorded on the public proceedings 
of the 24th of June, last, to postpone the abolition of the 
College of Fort William, until the 31st of December* 180->, 
and of the grounds on which I rest my expectation, that the 
honourable Court will rescind the order of the 27th of Janu¬ 
ary, 1802, for the abolition of the College, as soon as the 
Court ahull he in possession of the important facts, and cir¬ 
cumstances connected with the condition of the Company’s 
finances in India, with the actual charges of the College, and 







'with the beneficial effects already produced by that insti- 
tut ion, which were not within the knowledge of the Court, 
■ Wfieii the order of the 37th January, ISOSf, was issued* 

Wellesley. 

The Board entirely concurs in all the facts and arguments 
detailed hi the letter, from his Excellency the most noble the 
Governor-General to the Chairman of the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, and the Board expresses a perfect con¬ 
viction that the institution of the College of Fort William as 
at present constituted, is essentially and indispensably neces¬ 
sary to ensure the benefits of good government to the inha¬ 
bitants of the extensive empire now subject to the Company 
in Asia. 

The Board also expresses an earnest and anxious hope 
that the Honourable Court of Directors will restore the 
College of Fort William on its present basis, when the infor¬ 
mation conveyed in his Excellency's letter to the Chairman, 
shall be submitted to the Court 

(A true Extract) J. Lum8i*Jbn, 

Chief Secretary to the Governor 


( KndoeureJ 

Tq the Chairman of the Honourable the Court of Directors, 


Sir, 


Fort William. August h, 180S?* 


L On the 15th of June the Govern or- General id Council received, with 
the deepest regret ami concent, the commands of the Court of Directors 
for the immediate abolition of the institution established at Fort William 
. on the 4th of May 1800, under the name of the College of Fort William, 

2. Although neither the present time, nor the nature of this convey- 
mice admits of an official reply from the Governor* Gen end hi Council to 
the letter of the Honourable Court, 1 am anxious to avail myself of the 
earliest opportunity of submitting to the Court a general view of the 
principles by which my conduct has been regulated, and of the measures 
which 1 have pursued on this painful and most afflicting occasion. 

3* For the purpose of explaining my proceedings in the most distinct 
manner, it is necessary to advert to the impressions under which the let¬ 
ter ot the honourable Court appears to have been written, to the supposed 
hu ts therein stated, to the inferences therein drawn from that statement. 
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to the sentiments cxp'raated by the hoiKJurabJjfc Court with fiegfeM to the 
principles and objects of tins Institution of the Colley and to the nature 
and necessary operation of the orders for its immediate abolition* 

4. The letter of 'the Court appears to have been written under an ap* 

prehension of the existence of a considerable embarrassment in the situ¬ 
ation of the Company's financial affairs in inrim, and the primary grounds 
of the commands of the honourable Court are stated to be the unex¬ 
ampled amount of the debt, the unparalleled scarcity of money in India, 
the consequent depression of public credit, and the reduction, or total 
suspension of the commercial investment, * 

5. The st item cuts of account furnish ed by this despatch , and the ge¬ 
neral tenor of the official advices from this Presidency for the last nine 
months will satisfy the honourable Court* 

That the augmentation of the resources of the Company in India, has 
at least, kept pace witli the growth of the debt; 

That the surplus revenues of India applicable to investment in the cur¬ 
rent year amounts to nearly one mill ion sterling, a sum greatly exceeding- 
the amount of surplus revenue applicable to the same purpose in the year 
17984 / 9 ; 

That no such scarcity of money now exists in India ns to depress 
public credit; 

That public credit is now iu a state much more favourable than that 
which existed in 1798-99, or iu any year since that time; and that the 
general condition of affairs justifies a confident expectation of a progres¬ 
sive improvement in the state of public credit; 

That the investment of Bengal for the current year is allotted on the 
high scale of a full investment, or ninety lues of sicca rupees ; 

That the investment of Madras for the same season, is allotted on the 
high scale of sixteen and a half lacs of pagodas; 

That the investment of Bombay for the same season h allotted on the 
scale ordered by the honourable Court of fifteen lacs of rupees; 

That no apprehension exists of any probable necessity for reducing the 
scale of the investments in the ensuing season ; and that every circum¬ 
stance in our situation warrants the assurance, that the investments at 
all the Presidencies will be continued during the continuance of peace on 
the scale of the current year j 

That from the combined result of reduction of charges (principally mi¬ 
litary) and of augmentation of resources, the financial affairs of the ho¬ 
nourable Company in India are actually relieved from embarrassment, 
and that the state of political security established in India, and the 
prospect of a progressive augmentation in our resources, and of a further 
gradual reduction of our military charges afford a rational certainty, that 
the finances of the Company iu India will continue to improve, and that 
public credit will speedily attain the utmost degree of prosperity under 
circumstances, which will ensure Its stability. 

G, The letter of the Court, paragraph l, states that the institution of 
the College must involve the Company in m expense of eonsiiiwabk and 
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mown amount, and rhat. this expense might be uuplietl to purposes 
more beneficial for the Company's interests, 

7. Tins magnitude of the expense of this Institution cannot he justly 
estimated otherwise than by examining its purpoii»,t bbjeers, and actual 
or probable effect, and by comparing the prelum of that expense on the 
finances of the Company in India, with the proportionate benefit to be 
derived from ihc operation of the Institution on the whole frame of the 
Government of this empire. 

8* If the ex tout of this benefit should prove answerable to the purposes 
nnddntentions of the Institution, it might be difficult to fix the precise 
amount of the price at which it would be consistent with the Company 7 a 
interests to purchase such a benefit ; and it appears still more difficult to 
conceive any purposes to which money could be applied with more bene- 
fit to the Company's interests in India- 
!h Prudence would forbid your Government in India fco incur any ex¬ 
pense of u and tf unknown tf amount in any branch of the 

Company’s affairs; nor can I imagine any principle of calculation by 
which a probable estimate can be formed of the advantage to he derived 
to the Company’s interests by applying a sum of “ cmmdcrable " and 
41 unknown 11 amount to any purpose in India. 

10* The beneficial application of any sum of money must he estimated 
by a comparison between the known amount of the sum to be expended 
and the certain or probable benefit to be attained by such expenditure. 

fl. But the sum of money applied to defray the charges of this instil 
tut ion is neither mtkft iiti\ nor unfm$pni, nor v.omlderahla, with relation 
to the magnitude and importance of Its objects and actual effects, nor 
applicable with equal prospects of success to any purposes move beneficial 
to the Company. 

12, The expense of the Institution in its commencement was neces¬ 
sarily more considerable than it would hare proved hereafter, when the 
whole system of the College should have been reduced to regular order. 
This estimate for 1802-1803 is four lacs of rupees, and it is not probable 
that this sum would have been exceeded, as the current charges of the 
College arc now folly ascertained, and the mode of managing the Institu¬ 
tion, in all its branches, is now thoroughly understood* 

13* In the time which has elapsed since the institution of the College, 
many expenses have been incurred, which will not again be requisite; 
the total expense incurred on account of the College in the first year of 
its institution ending m the 31st of October 1801, amounted to the aura 
of about six lacs and thirty thousand rupees, after deducting all dispos¬ 
able articles of stock on hand, the value of which amounted, on the 31st 
of October 3 SOI, to about two lacs and seventy thousand rupees* 

14 I have stated that the future current annual charges of the College 
arc estimated at four lacs of rupees* From this sum, however, some de¬ 
ductions are to be made on account of certain expenses which existed 
previously to the Institution of the College, and which must equally 
have been Incurred if the College had not been established* These 
articles are principally, the former allowances to Moousheee, and the 





rent of the Writers* Building The aggregate amount of these iSeduc* 
turns would be about 7^,000 rupees, leaving the total additional annual 
expense to the Company ou account of the current charges of the 
College «t the sum of three lacy amt thirty thousand rupees*. 

15. As all the students receive an equal allowance of three hundred 
rupees per mensem, the expense of the increased allowances to the writers 
attached to the College from the establishments of Fort St George am! 
Bombay* would he nearly balanced by the reduction of the allowances of 
such of the writers of Bengal attached to the College as have completed 
a residence of two years in the service in India, 

JC* The expense of conveying the writers from the subordinate Presi¬ 
dencies to Bengal would cease* rf the Court should agree to my proposi¬ 
tion for sending, in the first instance, directly from Europe, to the Cob 
lego at Fort William all the writers destined for the service in India. 

I 7 , But the Governor-General in Council has already apprised the 
Court in Im letter of the 3lst of July 1801* that he has actually provided 
for the current expense of the College by new resources, ou which he 
has expressly charged that expense* Those resources are, the town du¬ 
ties, and Government customs revived by Regulations 5* 10* and il of 
180L The revived duties already produce an annual sum far exceeding 
the current expenses of the College. The produce of these new duties 
has been, in 1801-2* twelve lacs and seventy thousand rupees, and is es¬ 
timated for the current year at fourteen lues. The mode of collecting 
the duties having been found imperfect, and in some respects inconve¬ 
nient under Regulations 5, HI* and 1) of 1801, a new Regulation was 
passed for the further improvement of the collection of those duties* on 
the Sth of July 1802, under which, the produce of the duties will proba¬ 
bly be encreueed, while every exiting inconvenience and imperfection in 
the mode of collection will he removed. The current expenses of the 
College* therefore, now constitutes no additional charge on the Compa¬ 
ny^ revenues iu Bengal* as they existed previously 10 the foundation of 
this Institution; since a new* resource has already been found* winch actu 
ally produces a sum exceeding the amount of that expense. 

18, But if this resource should fall, or if the Governor-General in 
Council should hereafter deem it expedient to repeat or mollify these du¬ 
ties, the promising condition of your finances in India leaves no doubt on 
my mind, tluit ample means would he found independently of the pro¬ 
duce of the Town duties nud Government customs* to defray the current 
expenses of the College without injury to any other brunch of the public 
service. 

19. The commercial investment is estimated, in this year, and in the 
next at the highest standard, and notwithstanding those ample allotments 
for commercial purposes, provision has been secured for defraying the 
current charges of the college. r S cither the continuance, nor the imme¬ 
diate abolition of the College, would affect the investment iu any de¬ 
gree* since the investment could not conveniently be augmented beyond 
its actual ftenlc, even if the abolition of the College had already been ac¬ 
complished; nor would that scale he reduced, although the College 


\ 

1 - 

I > , 

the MARQUESS WELLESLEY, TO THE 

HhouJd be continued* The question, therefore, on this part nf the sub¬ 
ject., is narrowed to the limited coriajderatibii* whether it be more bene- 
fVi-siil la the Company's affairs to continue the annual application of a sum 
of three lacs and thirty thousand rupees (arising from a new fund, espe¬ 
cially charged with this sum, end producing a considerable surplus) to 
the maintenance of the College, or to add this sum to the general surplus 
in the treasury nr to the sinking fund? Even if it should be contended 
that this slim might be conveniently applied £o the increase of the Invest¬ 
ment. it would remain to be proved that the effect of three lacs and thir¬ 
ty thousand rupees, added to the commercial investment of Bengal (al¬ 
ready raised to ninety lacs) would be more beneficial to the interests of 
the Company and of the nation in India, than the operation of the ^ame 
mm of money applied to defray the current charges of the College of 
Fort William. 

20. The decision of the question will be easily determined by the exa¬ 
mination of go me particular facts and general principles of Government, 
to which 1 shall refer at the close of thi* letter, 

2L With respect to any further expense to he incurred on account of 
the College, it must arise from some of these articles;— 

First, The augmentation of the number of Professorships; 

Second, The future pensions of the Professors, and officers of the 
College; 

Third, A building on a permanent plan. 

2'2. The list of the actual number of Professorships, and the statutes 
will show, that it h my intention to render the study of 0 rich to 1 litera¬ 
ture and law the principal object of the College. I e« additional Profes¬ 
sorships or Teacherships, therefore, would have been necessary beyond 
the number actually tilled. The principal would have been. 

First, Mahratta Language j 

Second, Ethics, and Civil Jurisprudence, which might have been united 
with the English law; 

Third, The History uiul Antiquities of India, which might perhaps 
Imve been united with the preceding branch of instruction ; 

Fourth', Natural History j 

Fifth, Astronomy. These branches, four and five, might have been 
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23, The institution of any of these Professorships, with the exception 
0f Ve first and second, might have been subject to future consideration. 
These arrangements, therefore, would have occasioned no variation, of 
importance, in the current charges of the College, and certainly would 
not have involved urn indefinite expense, 

24. The probable amount of the future Pension-list to tbe Professors 
and officers of the College would have afforded no ground of alarm to the 
Court, if the Court had considered the age and probable habits and dis¬ 
positions of those persons from whom the greater proportion of the Pro- 
lessors and officers of the College must be selected, and it would not lie 
difficult* on correct practical principles, to form a sufficiently accurate es¬ 
timate of the future amount of this pension-list, 
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25, 'Mils part, however, of the Regulation might bn modified in it* 
operation, iu such a manner m should secure the Company against any 
considerable burthen on this account. 

26, With respect to any building to be erected for the use of the Col¬ 
lege, the question is, and ever has been entirely open to the decision of 
the Court, for although ground hau been purchased, and allotted for the 
purpose of a building, no build tog has been commenced, nor would any 
have been commenced without the authority of the Court. The expense 
of clearing and draining die ground, ami maLng roads in its vicinity has not: 
been great, and lias been already defrayed, and tin charge of preserving the 
ground m its improved state, is not considerable. The ground now retained 
can at any time be sold again without hazard of loss. Many of the moat 
beneficial purposes of the College have certainly been attained, and may 
probably be secured by the temporary continuance of the present system of 
the establishment in the Town of Calcutta, i am, however, decidedly of 
opinion that it would be highly advantageous to the efficacy and stability 
of the Institution, and ultimately mo&t consistent with just economy, to 

,erect a building at Garden Reach, according to tny original plan. The 
expense of this building might be easily defined, and might be gradually 
distributed through five or six years of account in such a manner as 
scarcely to produce a sensible effect upon the finances of the Company in 
India, It is proper, in this place, to communicate to you an addition which 
will soon he made to the funds of this Institution, if the Court of Directors 
should lie pleased to revive it. A sum of three lacs of rupees will soon be 
paid iutoth^ treasury on account of a legacy from the kte General Marline 
of Lucknow. 

27, I have already taken the most respectable opinions with regard to 
the legality of applying this sum in aid of the funds of the College j and 1 
have been assured that such an application of the legacy would be strictly 
conformable to the intentions of the testator. 

28, This sum, now amounting to three lacs of rupees, is likely to receive 
a considerable contingent increase under the operation of other dispositions 
of General Marline's will. A further increase of these funds may nine arise 
front certain sums bequeathed by General Marti lie for the purpose of 
founding a literary institution at Lucknow. I trust that the Nabob Vizier, 
to whose authority the application of these legacies is subject* will readily 
apply their amount to the support of the College of Fort William. 

2fL I have already observed that the Court would have possessed ample 
lime for deliberation with respect to the propriety of erecting a building 
for the uses of the College, in the meanwhile* tbe funds to which 1 have 
adverted, would have necessarily increased, and might have received eon- 
sulmible augmentation by the contingencies which might arise under the 
various deposition of General Mar tine's will 

30. The preceding observations will, I trust, convince you-- 

That'the expenses already incurred on account of the College have not 
been more considerable than was required by the magnitude ol the objects 
proposed by its institution, and that those expenses have been actually 
defrayed by the new resources destined to that express purpose 
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That the amount of the estimated future current expenses oF the Col¬ 
lege is accurately defined, subjected to regular ccucroul, and moderate, as 
vi ell with relation to the benefits of the Institution, m to its pressure on 
the finances of the Company'; 

That provision bus actually been secured for defraying the Future cur¬ 
rent expenses of the College, without interfering with any other branch of 
the public service, without diminishing the settle of your commercial in- 
vestments, and with the certainty of maintaining a permanent surplus re¬ 
venue, applicable to the purposes of mrefument, in India, of nearly one 
million sterling, in the present year, and of greater probable amount in 
every succeeding year of peace ; 

That any future augmentation of the contingent expense of the College 
amounting to any sum of considerable importance, will be subject to the 
previous coutroul of the Government in England; 

That funds arc actually provided (partly by the new duties, and partly by 
the legacies of General Martine) sufficient to meet any contingent i 11 crease 
iu the expenses of the College without further pressure on the finances of 
the Company ; and lastly. 

That the finances of the Company in India are in such a slate of actual 
prosperity, connected with the probability of progressive improvement, as 
will sustain {even independently of the produce of the new duties) the 
continuance of the current charges of the College of Fort William, and 
will afford the means of meeting any contingent increase of the expenses 
of that Institution, without injury to public credit, md without the hazard 
of any delay in the reduction of the Indian debt. 

31. In the first paragraph of the honourable Court’s letter, the Court 
declares that it cannot sanction the immediate establishment of the insti¬ 
tution of the College of Fort William, and in the fifth and subsequent pa¬ 
ragraphs, the Court directs the re-establishment, on a somewhat enlarged 
scale of an Institution which the honourable Court is pleased to denomi¬ 
nate ** Mr- Gilchrist's Seminary/’ by the restoration of which, it is stated 
to ho the intention of the Court to supersede, for the present, the esta¬ 
blishment of the College of Fort William. 

32- By the letter of the 12th of March, 1802, addressed to Fon St. 
George, It also appears to be the intention of the Court to found some 
establishment at Fort St. George, for the better mstrucliou of the junior 
civil servants of that presidency, and it is reasonable to suppose that a 
similar measure will be adopted for the instruction of the civil servants 
on the establishment of Bombay. 

33. It k t therefore, manifestly the intention of the Court, that some esta¬ 
blishment for the better instruction of* the civil servants rat each of the 
Presidencies should subsist hi India, although the Court has beerrpleased 
to direct the immediate abolition of that institution, which has been esta¬ 
blished at Fort William, with a view to the same salutary and indispensable 
purpose. In the letter of the 27 th January, 1802, addressed to the Gover¬ 
nor-General in council, rive Court has traced the outlines of the establish¬ 
ment, which it directs to be substituted in place of the college, at Fort 
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.iAxn* These intent bns of the Court, dearly expressed in tlieir mm 
man th la Bengal, and to Fort St. George, reduce the subject of this letter 
within limits soil more confined than those within which I have endea¬ 
voured to comprise inv observations in the preceding pages, 

34. In considering the question in its present state, it is necessary only 
to compare the actual expense, and the ascertained benefit of the lustitu- 
/.ion now subsisting at Fort William, with the probable expense, and 
probable bene lit of the ‘‘aemilimes/ 1 by which the honourable Court 
intends to supersede that institution. The honourable Court in reviewing 
the experimental establishment at Calcutta originally placed under Mr. 
Gilchrist’s direction, is pleased to sanction an extension of the scale of that 
establishment, adding to the study of the If irn lost since, that of the Persian 
and Bengalese languages, and also that of the laws and regulations enacted 
by the Governor-General in council, for the government of the Company’s 
territories in India, It is evident that without an establishment of teachers, 
or professors in each of these languages, it would be utterly impossible to 
accomplish the declared intention of the honourable Court, 44 of effecting 
by the institution of a seminary for oriental learning, many of the bene¬ 
ficial purposes expected by the Governor-General, from the foundation of 
the college. 3 * On the augmented scale of Mr, Gilchrist’s seminary, 
each professor, or teacher, could not he expected to be engaged at a 
monthly salary inferior to 1500 rupees. This charge would amount to 
6000 rupees monthly, or to about twp thirds of the total amount of the 
present salaries to the provost, vice-provost, professors and teachers in she 
oriental languages, in classics, in the modern languages, and in mathe¬ 
matics. 

35. I am persuaded that a further consideration of the subject will 
satisfy the honourable Court, that the study of the Arabic language Is 
absolutely necessary to the attainment of a correct knowledge of the. Per¬ 
sian, the knowledge of Arabic, is also indispensable to those who desire 
to attain any 'considerable degree of skill in the Mahometan law, A 
teacher, or professor of the Arabic must, therefore, form a part of the esta¬ 
blishment in Bengal, even on the limited scale proposed by the Court. 

3& To the expense of this establishment must he added the charge of 
whatever foundations shall he established at Fort St. George, and Bombay 
respectively, considerations of justice as well as of policy, would certainly 
induce the honourable Coart to ntfiml to their servants at each of those 
Presidencies, sources of instruction equally pure and abundant, as those 
which might be opened to the civil service in Bengal The duties of the 
civil service at each of the subordinate Presidencies, now embrace objects 
of equal importance in every department to those comprehended in thu 
administration of Bengal. 

37. In proportion to the improvement of the internal constitution of 
each of the subordinate Presidencies, qualifications of a higher description 
will be demanded in the civil services and I must add, that the progress 
of that improvement, ami the abundant supply of public officer* properly 
qualified to discharge their arduous duties in the several station* of the 
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ion* are the securities on which the Company must rdy for the 
prosperity of the country, for the happiness of our native subjects, for the 
augmentation of our resources, pd for the stability of ou r power. 

38. The incontestable wisdom, policy, necessity, and justice of providing 
for the civil services of Fort Ss,. George* md Bombay, similar advantages 
of education to those established in Bengal* warrant rue in assuming the 
certainty, that the honourable Court will never consent: to curtail the insti¬ 
tutions proposed for the subordinate Presidencies respectively, within limits 
more confined, than the necessary extent and scope of the respective duties 
of thf civil service under each of those governments. 

39. Consistently with this principle, at Fort St, George, the Court nil! 
dud that the knowledge of Urn Arabic, Persian, ami Bindostance language, 
and of the laws and regulations of the local British Government of India, 
is not lefts necessary than in Bengal; teachers and professors must, therefore, 
he established at Madras in each of those branches of study, 

dO, la addition to these teachers, it will be necessary at Fort St. George 
to provide teachers m the following languages: Tdiuga,Tflinul, Canarepe, 
Mahratta. 

4\. At Bombay the knowledge of the Arabic, Persian, and Hindostfmee 
languages, ami of the Jaws and regulations of these governments, is as 
necessary a qualification for the civil service as at Fort St, George, and 
consequently similar means must be afforded (upon the principles already 
stated) to the civil service at Bom bay, of attaining a competent knowledge 
in each of these branches of study. 

42. 1 he tfftidy of the Arabic, is however, peculiarly necessEiry at Bom¬ 
bay, and may become indispensable In proportion to the extension of ohr 
relations with the nations inhabiting the coasts of the Persian and Arabian 
Gulfs. 

43. In addition to these establishments* the civil servants at Bombay 
wbuld require teachers in the following languages; Cauurese, MahrattUj 
Malabar, as ypofcen on the coast of that name. 

44. You will observe that the necessary effect of this plan would he to 
involve the expense o! a triple establishment for every brunch of study 
* equally requisite at each of the <thre§ Presidencies, and of a .double esta- 
hlUhment for every branch of study equally requisite at any two of the 
Presidencies, 

*45. In the miited institution founded at Calcutta, four professor* or 
teachers would be found sufficient with occasional assistance for the in¬ 
fraction of the whole body of the students from the three Presidencies in 
t At able. Per*tan, and HindO&tanee languages, and in the laws mid regu¬ 
lations of the British Government in India; if the institution be broken 
Ulto thrc - seimnanes, twelve professors or teachers will be required for the 
' One purpose. I he same observation applies to the establishments for 
tne study of those languages, of which the utility is common to Fort St. 
George and Bombay, one teacher in each branch at Calcutta* would serve 
0t 1 ir - k d^tauction of all the students from the two subordinate Presiden¬ 
cy ; on the new plan two teachers must be established, one at Fort St. 
Gdorge, and one at Bombay. 

‘M 





chairman of the court of directors* 


& 



<8. It wlU he manifest, therefore* to your judgment, that the current 
expanse of these separate establishments at each Presidency respectively, 
framed even on the scale stated in the preceding pages, or on any scale 
compatible with the attainment of the proposed objects, must equal, and 
would probably exceed the total current charges of the college of Port 
William, on the highest estimate of those charges* 

1/. But a more attentive examination of the subject will cony luce you 
that the expense of the three proposed seminaries, must far exceed the 
preceding calculation, and in the same degree must also exceed, not only 
the current charges, but the probable amount of the contingent expenses 
of the college founded at Fort William* 

48. The fifth paragraph of the honourable Court's letter is expressed in 
terras which might tibnvey a supposition, that the minute of the Governor- 
General under date 21st December, \7$S, originated in soma plan of a 
literary establishment proposed by Mr. Gilchrist. But the minute of the 
Governor-General of the 21st December, 179S, states distinctly, that "my 
attention had been long directed to the existing defects in the education 
of the civil service, that I had formed and had stated verbally in councilj 
the general outlines of an extensive plan for the purpose of remedying 
those defects, and that the execution of that plan had been delayed exclu¬ 
sively by the dangers which then menaced the existence of this empire, 
and demanded uiy presence on the coast of Coromandel.” The minute and 
the order in council annexed to it, bear date on the 2bt December, 1798. 
On the 25th, 1 embarked fur Madras 

49. The zeal, ability, and diligence of Mr. Gilchrist as u teacher of the 
HijadOslunee language, and his eminent: merits hi forming a most Useful 
grammar and dictionary, of thajt colloquial dialect, induced me to consider 
him to he the most eligible instrument for the purpose of aiding me in 
attempting ah experiment of the practical use of a systematic plan of 
instruction In the study of the oriental languages. 

50. Mr. Gilchrist never offered £o my consideration, any proposal for 
the institution of a seminary for oriental learning ; that gentleman merely 
proposed to me the aid of his services in giving lessons in the Hindoo tnnee, 
and in the rudiments of the Persian language, under whatever institution 
this govern men t might establish. Mr Gilchrists laudable offer of the aid 
of his labours on that occasion was not only prompt ami zealous, but was 
accompanied by circrnnstances highly creditable to bis liberality and public 
spirit, to the moderation of his views of private interest, and to his just 
sense and value of public fame. 

51 . The result of Mr. Gil Christ's services corns po ruled with my most 

sanguine expectations, and proved in the mo^t satisfactory manner, the 
great advantages which must result from establishing for the civil service, 
(l regular and systematic plan of Instruction in the oriental languages, in 
place of the desultory mode of study which had hitherto prevailed under 
rhe ordinary practice of resorting exclusively to native Moanshccs, Fur 
assistance in learning tlio^e languages. ^ 

52 Mr. Gikhrist/a lessons indeed were more particularly directed to .thc 
grammatical study of the Uindostancc language. That able and ihilefgti gable 





scholar does not profess to furnish instruction in the Persian language 
beyond its first elements; and the knowledge of the Persian language ac¬ 
quired by some of the students under Mr. Gilchrist, was merely elementary; 
Inu the examinations hoi den in July, 1800, and the progress (unexampled 
until that time) made by some of Mr. Gilchrist** scholars in the Hindoo 
tanee dialect, and in the rudiments of the Persian language* furnished ample 
ground tor estimating the benefits which would be derived to the civil service, 
under the operation of a. regular education, not only in the Hindoatanee 
language, but in every branch of knowledge connected with the public 
dutiea of the civil servants, 

53. I request you to remark, that in my original minute of December, 
1798,1 expressly proposed the employment of Mr. Gilchrist, and the future 
examination of his scholars with the exclusive view of ascertaining the 
efficacy of Mr. Gilchrist’s inode of instruction. 

54. The notification issued at the same period of time to the civil service 
in Bengal, is stated in my minute of 21st December, 1798, to have been 
proposed as a measure which might be useful* with a deyr to establish the 
fundamental principles of the general and more extensive plan at that 
time in my contemplation. 

55. These principles consisted in imposing an obligation upon the civil 
service* to attend to the study of the oriental languages* and of the laws 
and regulations of government; and in rendering previous examinations in 
those studies* necessary qualifications for office. 

56. The object of this notification was rather to excite the diligence of 
your civil service, than actually to enforce the examinations announced in 
that paper; considerable difficulties would have occurred in prosecuting 
fin attempt to entree such a system of examination. And it was always 
my opinion that the 'existing defects in the qualifications o| your civil 
service could not be corrected effectually without applying the remedy to 
the source of the evil* the original education of the writers. The uotifica- 
lion of 1798, however* was useful in raising a general spirit of attention to 
oriental knowledge throughout this service, 

5/. The respectable and learned gentlemen who formed the committee 
of examination of Air. Gilchrist's scholars in July* 1800* refer the benefits 
to be derived from the progress of Mr, Gilchrist's services directly to the 
institution of the college* and they justly consider Air. Gilchrist’s lessons 
to have been merely introductory to the foundation of that instil nr ion* 
and to have furnished the most abundant proofs of its indispensable neces¬ 
sity, as well as of its certain utility and beneficial effect. 

58. The letter of the honourable Court* under date the ?th of May* 
1800* approves the principles stated in the notification of December, 1/98* 
and sanctions the more extensive arrangement intended to be founded on 
those principles, but that letter contains no reference to the existence of 
any seminary under the direction of Mr. Gilchrist, as furnishing the model 
of the establishment which the Governor-GeneraJ in council* had declared 
to be m Jiis contemplation, 

5?- Adverting to these ciraunstjmcc.'s 1 should have found considerable 
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in forming a juss conception of the precise intention of the 
honourable Court in directing me to supersede the establishment of the 
college of Fort William, by the rc^tabhshment of ** Mr, Gilchrists semi¬ 
nary/' if the honourable Court had not been pleased to state in the 6th 
and 7th paragraphs of the letter of the 2/th January* 1802, the particu¬ 
lar branches of knowledge (kerned by the Court sufficient to qualify a 
civil servant for the administration of affairs in Bengal, and had not thus 
described the extent and nature of the establishment which it proposed to 
sanction, 

60. Bat no modification or extension of the plan tinder which Mr. Gil¬ 
christ was employed in and 1800, can embrace the objects proposed 
to be secured by the collegiate establishment at Fort William. 

6h It was among the advantages arising from the employment of Mr. 
Gilchrist, that not only the success of Ilia services was highly beneficial* to 
the extent which it reached, but that the fundamental defects of that 
limited plan, furnished rules for my guidance in founding a comprehensive 
and liberal institution on the grounds of practical experience. 

62. It was found that the numerous body of young men assembled at 
Calcutta, for the purpose of attending Mr. Gilchrist** lectures, was exposed 
to various disadvantage^ the effect of which counteracted the assiduity of 
their teacher, and tended to produce mischiefs of a serious description. 

63. The local authority of this great government could not be imme¬ 
diately and cmr$tamly applied tu control among the young men individual 
habits of negligence, dissipation, contumacy, extravagance, or immorality. 
The continual and important avocations of the Governor-General in coun¬ 
cil, in id the nature and eminence of his station, rendered it hupmcticabJe, 
as well as improper for him,to attempt to aattrdjgi i\& immediate disci¬ 
pline requisite to maintain regularity of conduct, and attention to study, 
among such a numerous body of the junior servants. Mr. Gilchrist'* 
lectures, therefore, although highly useful to those naturally disposed to 
industry mid order, furnished no control or discipline to restrain or correct 
those of opposite inclinations*. 

64. The young men of more unsettled dispositions neglected thelectiirt^, 
and availed themselves of their residence iv. this populous town, to indulge 
in douraeS of extravagance, expense ami dissipation. The limited plan of 
Mr. Gilchrist's lectures supplied no intermediate and special jurisdiction, 
placed between the government and the studcuts, to apply through u res¬ 
pectable channel Hie authority of the Governor-General in council, iu 
enforcing a due system of discipline, and study, in regulating private 
economy, and moral conduct, in precluding temptation to expense, and in 
guarding again.st every vicious excess. 

65. But it cannot be denied, that; these objects are of the highest impor¬ 
tance, noi merely on moral considerations, lot in their relation to the 
political interests and Iionour of the Company, and of the nation in India, 
and to the purity and efficiency of the public sendee* 

66. Wherever a numerous body of young men shall be assembled for the 
purpose of study, whatever form of instruction may he devised for jjicir 
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it cannot be expected that their attention MM be systematically 
fixed on their prescribed duties, unless the discharge of those duties shall 
he duly enforced by an efficient system of discipline and restraint, 

6 / These incontrovertible principles, derived from general experience, 
and confirmed hy my personal experience of the dangers to whitfli thejfoang 
men were exposed luring their attendance on Mr. Gilchrist, induced me to 
form my general plan for the better instruction of your civil service on 
the basis of a collegiate institution, in which study should he enforced by 
discipline, and education regulated by efficient restraint j In which, (accor¬ 
ding to the words of the regulation which the honourable Court has been 
pleased to abrogate) “under thes u pc rin tendance, direction, and control of 
the supreme authority of these possessions, the studies of the junior ser¬ 
vants, appointed at an early period of life to the chit service of the honour- 
able the East India Company 5 should be directed and regulated, their 
conduct Upon their first arrival in India guided, their morals formed, im¬ 
proved, ami preserved} and in which, the junior servants should be encou¬ 
raged to maintain the lion our of the British name in Judin, by a ttgular 
mid orderly course of industry, prudence, integrity and religion.” 

63. In pursuance of these indispensable objects, the regulation esta¬ 
blished the offices of provost and the vice-provost, and the statute constituted 
a council of the superior officers of the college for the internal government 
of the institution, and it was declared to he the primary duty of the 
provost u to receive the junior civil servants on their first arrival ut Fort 
William, to superintend and regulate their general morals and conduct, to 
assist them with his advice and admonition; and to Instruct and confirm 
them in the principles of the Christian religion, according to the doctrine, 
discipline and rites of the church of England, as establish' d by law.” 

69. The statutes also made especial pro vision for applying the authority 
of the provost f * to guard the moral and religious interests and character 
of the histUalioii, by controling the conduct of the officers, professors, and 
teachers of the college, and for applying the internal authority of the 
superior officers of the college, to strengthen and confirm within these 
possessions the attachment of the civilfervants of the East India Company, 
to the wise laws and happy constitution of Great Britain , and to maintain 
ana Uphold tb# Christian religion in this quarter of the globe/* The sta¬ 
tutes also established a public table, and required the regular attendance 
of the students at that table, for the purpose of precluding habits of de¬ 
bauchery and expense, and the statutes also provided the most effectual 
restraints which could be devised to prevent the junior civil servants from 
contracting debt, 

70. Without such a vigorous and respectable system of restraint and 
discipline, it is my conscientious opinion that great mischief would be 
infused Into your civil service, at its very source by establishing any semi¬ 
nary of instruction, which should require the whole body of your junior 
civil servants to continue assembled together for any considerable period 
of time in any part of your possessions ; and above all, at the seats of the 
respective Pres id curies. 

71. W hen the honourable Court shall have deliberately reviewed the 
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tioible consequ0®<J0? of assembling the body of the junior civil smuma 
at each of the Presidency under such eir^iij stances, I am persuaded that 
the Court will issue a positive command to establish at each Presidency, 
in addition to the necessary teachers urn! professors, some authority of the 
nature of that exercised in colleges in Europe* and of that now existing m 
the college of Fort William* for the purpose,of maintaining and promoting 
order and discipline, good morals and religion, 

7& Having formed a decided judgment founded on persona! experience, 
and no a most assiduous and deliberate attention to the state of your ser¬ 
vice* and of your possessions, that the institutions ordered by the honourable 
Court, will prove not only inefficient with reference to their proposed 
objects, hut the sources of positive danger to the service without the addi¬ 
tional establishments described in the preceding paragraphs, my respect 
for the wisdom, justice aiul honour of the Court demands the conclusion 
which I have drawn from these premises- I therefore repeat my certain 
conviction* that the Court will immediately command each of these Presi¬ 
dencies to incur this additional charge* for the purpose of giving efficiency 
to the proposed system of study, and of saving the younger branches of the 
service from ruinous courses of dissipation, licentiousness, and expense* 

73. The seminary tube established in Calcutta, under the late orders of 
the Court would necessarily include all the writers for Bengal, according 
to their successive arrival in India ; uo material reduction of establishment 
or of expense would therefore he effected at Calcutta, if the public table, 
and the existing system for the internal government of the college should 
be maintained, although the writers belonging to the subordinate Presi¬ 
dencies should be separated from the insLitutipn. 

74. On the other hand, the same internal jurisdiction necessary for the 
discipline and government of the numerous body of the students of Bengal, 
would lie sufficient to preserve Older and regularity in the whole cfrUefttive 
body of students from the three Presidencies. Neither rhe Government of 
Fort St* George* nor that of Bombay,could compromise its local authority 
in enforcing hourly attention to study* and in compelling regularity of 
individual conduct among the junior civil servants, attached to their res¬ 
pective seminaries of instruction. If therefore* the writers o£ Fort St. 
George, and Bombay should be attached to distinct seminaries at each of 
those Presidencies, each institution must be framed nearly on the model of 
the college at Fort William* with similar establishments for the mainte¬ 
nance of internal discipline and control* and for preventing expense ami 
debt. 

Under all these circumstances, the final result of dividing the college 
of Fort William into three seminaries, to be established separately at each 
Presidency would either be to render each mid all of those seminaries inefik 
dent and dangerous, or to aggravate the collective expense of this triple 
institution to an amount greatly exceeding the charges ol the united esta¬ 
blishment now existing at Fort William, 

7b. Having thus compared the actual expenses of the college of Fort 
William* with the probable expense of the establishments by which the 
Court has been pleased to supersede that institution, lam anxious to direct 
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ymr particular attention to the hcuefijs already derived to your civil ser¬ 
vice, from the operatic^ md effect of the system of study and discipline 
constituted and entered ify the regulations, statutes, and rules of the 
college, 

77- periodical examinations of t he students* of which the rejpilar 
reports are transmitted by ships, C&met and Smwretgn, will manifest 
the progress made by the greater number of the students towards the 
objects of the institution. 

78- The examiners wild have always been selected from the ablest orien¬ 

tal scholars actually at Calcutta, have invariably expressed their judgment, 
that the general progress of the students in the oriental languages and 
literature, has exceeded their most sanguine expectations, as well with 
reference to the rapidity ami extent of the improvement of the students, 
as to the accuracy and solid foundations of critical knowledge which they 
have acquired. - 

73. An universal opinion U received, that the students of the college now 
make .greater progress in .oriental learning in a few mouths, than the same 
persons could have attained in as many years under the former system. 
This great improvement is attributed uot only to the ze&i and diligence, 
both of the professors and students, but to the number of useful works 
published in the college, for the purpose of facilitating the acquisition of 
the several languages, and to the unexampled skill of the professors and 
teachers in the mode of instruction which they have adopted, 

80 - The voluntary aid of every respectable oriental scholar in Intlm, 
has been afforded to support the discipline, and to improve the course of 
.study, and the mode of instruction pursued in the institution; the respecta¬ 
ble and dignified character of the institution has interested the literary part 
of t bh settlement, not only in promoting its prosperity, but in seeking the 
station of a public officer of the college, as an object' of high honour and 
distinction. In this respect, the comprehensive, munificent, mid liberal 
scale of the establishment has actually contributed to diminish its current 
expence a. 

Sl * Tr^ini the commencement of the institution to the present time, 
only two professors, and two teachers, in the oriental languages have 
received salaries. They have been assisted and supported in the conduct 
of their respective classes, by the aid of learned gentlemen of high station 
and character, who certainly could never have been expected to promote 
u ith equal zeal, the establishment of o seminary, contracted within more 
narrow limits, coo fined to views of less ample extent, and destitute of the 
energy and respect, which accompany a regular system of collegiate dis¬ 
cipline, strengthened by the most powerful incitements of immediate public 
honour md splendid distinction, and directed to the noblesr, the highest, 
and the grenrest object of human pursuit, the good government of u greht 
empire. 

82. Formed with these advantages, and accompanied with these eircum- 
stanm of dignity and respect, the college bus received the voluntary aid 
of i\lr. Barlow, Mr. Harrington, Mr, Edmomtone, I dent.-Colonel Kivkpa- 
irick, nod Mr. Col brook e, each of whom either have held, or now actually 
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—t^SftTprofo1 iSp& without salary under the present structure of the mm~ 
tutioii. To these are to he added, many respective mimes of gentlemen 
who have assisted voluntarily without reward in conducting the public 
examinations 

8 a If the scale of the befitufion he lowered, its authority degrade^ 
and the lustre and magnitude of its charac^ and objects diminbhed* it 
must he conducted by instruments duly siaitSF to its reduced importance, 
anti the respectable aid, which it has liltlierco received from the most able 
and learned men in India* can neither he justly demanded* nor reasonably 
expected. 

frh The public examinations* the frequent distribution of honorary 
medals, and pecuniary rewards, the encouragement, and applause of the 
whole body of oriental scholars In India* ami r.hc peculiar opportunities of 
confemug emincut dIstinction, whidi the pre*ent constitutin n of the co U 
lege y(fords to the person exercising the supreme authority hi India, have 
excited & spirit of emulation among the students, as unexampled in its 
scope and ardour* as it h propitious to the future government of these 
possessions. This happy spirit k not confined to a few* not to those whose 
talents, former acquisitions, habits, nr character, appeared to lie of the 
most favourable promise at their entrance into the institution ; mx to those 
whose connections might be supposed to influence their conduct; it is 
nearly universal m its operation, and unlimited in its extent; and I most 
here declare to you* with that freedom which a regard for your interests 
demands, that the institution (which the Court Inis been pleased to abolish) 
has already corrected many of the defects which l found existing hi the 
younger branches of your civil service upon my arrival in India* has re¬ 
claimed to industrious and meritorious pursuits, many of your junior 
servants, who were disposed to pursue course* of a contrary tendency, and 
has raised a standard of public honour, which is become the general reiort 
Of diligence, order* good morals, learning, and religion. 

84. The regulations of the college for the prevention of habits of extra, 
vagance and expense, and for restraining young men from contracting debts 
have produced a most beneficial effect; and I have the satisfaction to assrn^ 
you, after an accurate investigation of this branch of the institution, that a 
general disposition to economy and regularity now prevails among the 
students of Fort Wiliam ; that the principles of due subordination have 
aHO been established among them with the happiest success ; and that the 
most salutary consequences are visible In their general conduct* manners 
and morals. I have no hesitation in declaring that the young men now 
composing the body of the students at Fort William afford the most «us» 
pkious hope, that the local administration of India for several years to 
come, will be amply provided with instruments properly qualified to ac- 
cotnphsb alt the purpose* of a wise* just* and benevolent government, 

85. Considerable force and animation have been derived to the principles 
of the institution, from the honourable contention between the students 
of the different establishments assembled at Fort William. They consider 
the character of their several Presidencies to be deeply concerned in their 
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respective progress, and the public* jfisttofctkmt wmfch ihey respectively 
obtain* , * i * 1 

Bfi. The negligence and disorder of any one member of their body is 
felt by the whole* as a common disgrace ; and they nil deem the honour of 
their particular establishment, and their own personal consequence to he 
invoked in the conduct of ejgjb individual of their number. 

8 7‘ The students of Fort St. George and Bombay, highly value the 
advantage of pursuing their studies under the immediate inspection of the 
Governor-General, and of the chief public officers of the. supreme govern¬ 
ment* It h difficult to describe the degree of alacrity tmri Sfieal, with which 
this circumstance alone has inspired the students from' the subordinate 
Presidencies, many of whom (it is a mutter of satisfaction and just pride 
to me to assure you) have attained the highest distinction* in the college* 
and have rivalled the most eminent examples of merit among rhe civil 
servants of Bengal. 

88 By the influence of these powerful cause*, a general attention t o 
oriental languages, literature and knowledge* has been excited, far beyond 
the limits of the institution ; and the pursuit of these laudable objects bus 
been facilitated and encouraged among many of your civil servants, who 
could not be admitted within the rules of the college. The students of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, have also manifested the most favourable 
disposition to avail themselves to the fullest, extent of the benefit of an 
unity of instruction in the principles and practice of the Govern merit of 
Bengal* To this peculiar and inestimable advantage of the present hifti- 
Lotion, 1 request your most serious attention. The adnnnistmioD of the 
Government of Bengal in all its (branches, may justly be considered to fur¬ 
nish a must desirable model for each of the subordinate Presidencies. The 
prosperous issue of the lust war in Mysore, combined with the happy result 
of various political negotiations in the Peninsula, bus extended the limits 
of the territorial possessions under the Government of Fort St* George to 
u magnitude, which nearly equals that of the dominions administered 
under the immediate authority of this Presidency; at this moment the 
Government of Fort St. George is employed under my orders, in establish¬ 
ing the foundations of an improved code of laws and regulations, and of an 
entirely new constitution for the due distribution of the executive, legis¬ 
lative, and judicial functions of that extensive and arduous government. 

89* The functions of the Government of Bombay, have recently received 
a proportionate extension, and the civil servants of the establishment of 
Bombay, are now eligible to some of the mast important offices under the 
immediate control of the Government of Fort St, George, 

90. In this situation, it I* of the utmost importance to the good govern¬ 
ment of the subordinate Presidencies, that the spirit and character of the 
service of Bengal should be infused into the administration of their respec¬ 
tive governments. 

91, I bis salutary effect has already been produced with the utmost 
degree of facility and security, to the extent of that portion of each sub¬ 
ordinate establishment now attached to the college of Fort William. Many 
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of these young m.m arc, of the hipest promise, of the most extensive 
knowledge, and of the purest principles, acquired, .formed, or confirmed, 
under this institution ,• Spa I iltiubt not, that they will carry with them, 
upon their return to their respective Presidencies, the fruitful seeds of 
reform ;tt,d improvement for the benefit of each of those yetimperfect 
system 3 of administration* u 

92 + The advantages described in the preceding paragraphs, are neither 
doubtful, remote, nor contingent. Their existence has already been ascer¬ 
tained by public proof { and, to the extent which they have reached, they 
must produce correspondent effects on the public service at % each of the 
Presidencies, ft is at least questionable, whether antler the proposed 
system of establishing three distinct seminaries, fur the instruction of the 
civil service in Bengal, Fort St. Goorgc, and Bombay, any of these ad van- 
tages cau'he attained to an equal extent; It is certain that, under the new 
system, many of the benelltsof the existing institution will be found un¬ 
attainable in the same extent, and some of the most important, utterly 
unattainable iu any degree. 

9a. No person acquainted with the actual statu of India, can suppose 
that the Presidencies either of {Jort St. George, or of Bombay, eau furnish 
means of instruction in the Arabic, Pei’.iau, or Hindostanee languages, or 
in tlie'system of the laws and regulations for the Government of India, 
equal*to those, now afforded by the college of Fort William. Nor can it 
be imagined that either of the subordinate Presidencies cun attract the 
resort of learned men, to the extent which has been so beneficially effected 
at Calcutta. 

94. With respect to the study of the vernacular dialects, in use within 
the dominions ot each of the subordinate Presidencies, it is evident that 
the study of languages may he systematically pursued with equal 
advantage at Fort William, .as at the seats of either of the subordinate 
Presidencies. The study of tk> elements of those vernacular dialects ought 
not to supersede the acquisition of those essential parts of oriental litera¬ 
ture and knowledge, and of the spirit and general constitution of these 
govern me (its, which should form the basis of the education of every civil 
servant in India* In the college of Fort William, the pursuit of all iheae 
objects may be advantageously combined ; and the decree of attention to 
be bestowed on each particular language may be properly apportioned, 
according to the views and destination of the student, under the superin¬ 
tending' authority of the college* 

96. In the letter of the honourable Court of 27th January* 1802, m 
observation occurs with respect to the necessity of studying the Sanscrit 
dialect? but I am satisfied that a due enquiry into that branch of the ques¬ 
tion will convince the honourable Court, tbit the study of the Sanscrit is 
absolutely necessary to those who would obtain a correct knowledge of the 
Hindoo law, nr of the manners, customs, usages, or religion of the Hin¬ 
doos i the study of this most antient language appears to be peculiarly 
necessary to the civil servants at Fort St. George, and Bombay. 

1)6. The Sanscrit dialect being the source and root of the principal ver- 
uaeubtr dialects prevalent in the Peninsula* a knowledge of tin Sanscrit 
VOL. u. 2 u 
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form the basis of a correct and perfect knowledge of those vernacu¬ 
lar dialects. Bui it would be difficult, if not impracticable, at present, to 
a ripply means of instruction in the Sanscrit language at either of the sub¬ 
ordinate Presidencies* in any degree approaching to the advantages in that 
branch of study which can now he furnished at Fort William ; this emi¬ 
nent advantage, added to the Facility of collecting at Fort William, the 
best teachers in the several vernacular dialects of the Peninsula, seems to 
open to the Writers of Fort St, George aid Bombay a more favourable 
prospect of obtaining a correct, fundamental, and systematic knowledge 
of the vernacular dialect of the Peninsula, at Fort William, than could be 
now expected at their respective Presidencies. 

97* A source of instruction in Oriental literature actually exists at Fort 
Willi am which could not he procured without great difficulty and expense 
at either of the subordinate Presidencies- This advantage consists in an 
extensive and valuable collection of Oriental manuscripts, comprising the 
library of Tippoo Sultaun, and various other collections, some of which 
have been purchased, and others presented to the Institution, 

98. Many of the moat efficient causes of the extraordinary spirit of em¬ 
ulation ivhick now exists in the whole body of the students from the three 
Presidencies collected at Calcutta, could not be supposed to operate with 
equal force when the body of the students shall be broken, and distributed 
partially in three distinct and remote seminaries at their respective presi¬ 
dencies. 

99. The abatement of Ibis spirit in any degree, would be injurious, not 
only to the students from the subordinate Presidencies, but to those of 
Bengal. It Is, however, reasonable to conclude, that ths evil consequences 
of the separation of the students would be most injuriously felt at Fort St. 
George and Bombay, The students from those settlements now justly 
conclude that their education at Fort William, by bringing their individual 
merits immediately under the eye of the Governor-General, opens a new 
field of honourable emolument to their interests, and a more enlarged ca¬ 
reer of distinction and fame to their ambition. 

100. Various offices connected with diplomatic stations, and with other 
employments, principally of a political description, must necessarily re¬ 
main under the immediate authority and appointment of the supreme Go¬ 
vernment. To these respectable stations the civil servants of ail the Pre- 
ddenctee are equally eligible, ami it cannot fail to furnish a powerful in¬ 
citement to the diligence and zeal of the students from Fori St. George 
and Bombay, that the period of their residence at Calcutta opens repeated 
opportunities of founding claims to snch stations on the solid basis of dis¬ 
tinction obtained in the regular course of their studies at the College of 
Fort William ; mid of honours publicly recorded on the proceedings of the 
supreme Government. 

101. But the most important benefits which will be forfeited by the 
separate establishments at the subordinate Presidencies are the uniform 
education and instruction of the whole body of the Civil Service in 
India in one system of political, moral, and religious principles, de¬ 
rived from a common source, and diffused throughout all the British 
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.stablinliments muicr the immediate superintendence of the Supreme au¬ 
thority in India. 

102. It has been a principal object of my attention since toy arrival in 
India to consolidate the interests and resources of the three Presidencies, 
to promote in each of them a common spirit of attachment to their mutual 
prosperity and honour, to assimilate their principles and view, fitad to 
unite their respective powers by such means as might secure their co-ope¬ 
ration hi the common cause, and might facilitate the management of this 
extensive empire in the hands of the supreme Government of India. I am 
firmly convinced that a more intimate union of ,!ie three establishments, 
is an object not merely of good policy, and of just economy, but of indis- 
pensahle necessity to the stability of tills empire. 

103. The genera! principles of government (applicable, with feiv modifi¬ 
cations to every part of the Company's territories) will certainly he stu¬ 
died with most advantage at the main spring of power in India, and will 
he circulated to the extremities of tin: empire, with more vigour and purity 
in proportion to the early, direct, and free communication between the 
fountain head of authority and the subordinate branches of the service. 

KM. The same advantages will be the better secured under an united 
Institution in preserving tho attachment of the civil servants of the Com¬ 
pany to tho political, moral, and religious principles of tho mother 
country* 

105. This topic ha ;A already been stated by me in my notes of the 18eh 
of August 1800* I remain in a firm conviction, founded on the experience 
attained of the effects at the College at Fort William, as well as on the 
nature and condition of both the subordinate Presidencies, that the conti¬ 
nuance of the Institution at Fort William will produce upon the general 
character and efficiency of your civil service (by the diffusion of just and 
correct principles, of sound knowledge, and of a general spirit of subordi¬ 
nation and harmony,) salutary effects unattainable under any form of edti- 
cation, which shall separate the Writers on their first arrival in India, and 
shall confine them, in detached divisions, to study the local principles, 
contracted knowledge, characteristic prejudices, and domestic spirit of 
their respective settlements. 

lOfi. These considerations have satisfied my judgment, that the benefits 
actually derived, and reasonably co be expected, from the operation of the 
present Institution, are and must be greatly superior to any advantage, 
u iK caii »e expected from the most complete possible success of the 
three seminaries proposed by the honourable Court, while the probable 
expenses of the proposed system must considerably exceed those of the 
College of Fort William* 


107- fn directing the immediate abolition of the College of Fort Wil- 
lkm> the letter of the honourable Court of the 27th of Jm nary 1802, up. 
pears to acknowledge* with approbation* the liberal and enlightened spirit 
of the Institution, the just principles on which it is founded* and the im¬ 
portant ends to which it is directed. 

108, The objections stated by the Court gainst the continuance of the 
establishment are apparently confined to its expense, and to the pressure 
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J09, Possessed, therefore, of the Court’s approbation of the general 
principle and objects of the Institution; having actually experienced and 
ascertained its beneficial effects, being satisfied that its expenses can be 
defrayed without inconvenience to any branch of the Company’s affairs, 
and without any degf&i of pressure on the finances of the Coin puny in 
India, being further convinced that the plan of instruction proposed by 
the Court in supercession of the: College would exceed the expense which 
the Court Itad condemned, and would expose to hazard the principles 
which the Court had approved, I might have deemed it to bo my duty un¬ 
der such circumstances to suspend the execution of the command? of the 
Court for the abolition of the College, to refer the question to the further 
pleasure of the Court; und to request that the Court would he pleased to 
renew the consideration of Order?, the declared foundation of which has 
been entirely removed by the happy change, effected In the financial sitiuv 
lion of the Company in India. 

lib. But although the first view of my duty might have suggested the 
propriety of such a reference, the peculiar character and spirit of the 
Court's commands on this unhappy occasion, and the nature of the Insti¬ 
tution (intimately blended with the general subordination of the service), 
seemed to me to require that I should proceed immediately to the public 
abolition of the Institution, as an act of necessary submission to the con¬ 
trolling authority of the Court of Directors, and as a testimony of the obe¬ 
dience due to the superior power, placed by law in tne Government at 
home, i, therefore, passed an order in Council on the 24th of June, direct¬ 
ing that all expenses incurred on account of the College of Ton William 
should cease, and that the Institution should be abolished* At the same 
time I repealed the Regulations enacted for the foundation and manage¬ 
ment of the College, together with all statutes and orders enacted or pass¬ 
ed by the Governor-General in Council, or by the Visitor, for its discipline 
and Government. Rut a most serious and difficult question arose with 
regard to the time when the abolition of the College, and the repeal of 
the Regulations should take effect; and also when all the expenses of 
the College should cease, and when the Students collected at Calcutta 
from the subordinate Presidencies should be returned to their respective 
settlements. 

111. The determination of this question involved principles deeply af¬ 
fecting the welfare, future prospect*, and just expectations of the students 
and also the consideration due to the situation of the Professors and 
Teachers, and of the numerous learned natives attached to the Institu¬ 
tion. 

112. If, in pursuance of the order* of the honourable Court con mined 
in the ninth paragraph of their letter * c all expenses hitherto incurred on 
account of the College had immediately ceased /* the whole system of dis¬ 
cipline and order hitherto maintained by that expense must, of course, 
have been instantaneously and abruptly dissolved, and the numerous body 
of students now assembled at Fort William must have been suddenly ex- 
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poset! to nil the: evils incident to m uncontrolled anti unrestrained resi¬ 
dence this populous town, until means could have been found of em¬ 
ploying them at distant stations, or of returning them to their several ea- 
tafrlhbnmits, 

11-3- This sudden dissolution of discipline would have acted with the 
most dangerous mid protracted effect on the Students from the subordinate 
Presidencies, who could not conveniently have returned thither for tome 
Uroe. 

11 h The revival of Mr, Gilchrist's lectures on the former plan, would 
have afforded no remedy to these evils* In order to preserve the young 
men from exceptionable habits, the controlling authorities of the Coll ego 
must have been revived at the same time. The restoration of those autho¬ 
rities would, in fact, have restored the whole of the Institution, together 
with all the expenses which the Court had ordered immediately to cease, 
No alternative, therefore, remained between the instantaneous abolition 
of the whole Institution* and its continuance with all Us present establish¬ 
ments until the period of time should have elapsed, during which it might 
appear to be necessary and just to detain the great body of the Students 
at Calcutta, And here, it is with pain and regret, that i feel myself 
hound by the moat sacred obligations of duty to claim your attention to 
the consequences which the immediate execution of the honourable CopTa 
Order must have produced upon the honourable and equitable pretensions 
of the promising young men now attached to the College* Some of these 
meritorious students have voluntarily relinquished their immediate mb an- 
toge at their respective Presidencies, and have resigned eligible situations 
with the laudable motive of prosecuting their studios in the College for 
the prescribed time* These Students would have completed tbdr course 
in December next; they expected to receive the reward of their labours 
at the public examination, to be hohlen at that period of time* On their 
awarded junk at that examination they rested their hopes of promotion 
at their respective Presidencies $ and they have been further encouraged 
by the animating hope of seeing, on that occasion* the record of their 
merits and the honour of their success publicly entered on the proceed¬ 
ings of the supreme Government, and of being distinguished by the 
personal approbation of the Govern or-General in Council 

I15 f Every principle of sound policy, every real and legitimate interest 
of the Company forbids that the industry of t\ numerous body of the ju¬ 
nior civil servants should be discouraged, their honourable ambition frus¬ 
trated, and their active and laborious emulation disappointed in those fair 
hopes of distinction which they had been taught to entertain by the laws 
and orders of this Government, and by many preceding examples of suc¬ 
cessful labour and rewarded study* 

116. In addition to the motives of a wise policy, the considerations of 
justice, and of humane regard for the interests and feelings of these young 
men appeared to require that the Government should not interpose a 
sudden act of authority between the termination of their studies, and the 
season of their reward* It would udt be strictly conformable to the 
principles of justice, that the Government should have excited among 
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these young men a spirit of diligence and attention to the pursuit of Ori¬ 
ginal knowledge under a public; pledge of securing to them, at stated pe¬ 
riods of time, special honours and advantages, according to their reapec- 
rive progress, and that the same authority should prematurely in terrene 
U\ deprive the sti dents of the promised fruits of their exertions. 

!J?\ The ahoHtiru^of the College, therefore, could riot have taken 
place, with justice to thU class of students, until the month of Decem¬ 
ber, 1802. 

IIP. But the great body of the students now in the college, will not have 
completed their course of study until the month of December, 1803. 

i 19. The sudden abolition of the institution would be still mure severely 
felt, by the great body of the students, than by that particular class, to 
which I have? adverted in the preceding paragraphs. 

120. By the prescribed course of study in the college, the attention of 
the student ia more particularly directed during the first year to the 11 In- 
dust mice and Persian languages. During the latter period of his course, 
lie enters upon the study of the vernacular languages prevalent at the res¬ 
pective Presidencies- If, therefore, the great body of the students now at¬ 
tached to the college of Port William, should be unseasonably interrupted 
in the course of their studies,, and should be precluded from the ad vantage 
of the latter period of their prescribed education, those who eh Quid return 
to Fort St. George, and Bombay, under such eireumstanees, would neces¬ 
sarily be exposed to embarrassments and disadvantage of the most adverse 
and discouraging nature. 

121. In addition to the premature interruption of their progress at 
Fort William, their sudden return to their respective Presidencies would 
expose them to the hazard of remaining lor a considerable time deprived 
i>i ah clHdent moans of instruction in the principal objects of their colle¬ 
giate course. borne Interval of time must elapse before any iusikution at 
either of the subordinate ^residences could be so far advanced as to afford 
to these young men means of instruction, in the vernacular dialects of their 
respective Presidencies, in any degree equal to the facilities now furnished 
in the college ot Fort William. In the meanwhile, their continuance at Fort 
William, until tlm momh of December, 1803, would secure to them suck 
a foundation of knowledge us would enable them to prosecute their studies 
without further assistance upon their return to Fort St. George, or Bombay. 

122. I hese considerations seem to me to demand., that* vy it Ii ex elusive 
refcre tJ, ee to the welfare and just pretensions of the young men now attached 
to the institution, " the abolition of the college of Fort William/* should 
he gradual, and that the institution should not be finally closed, previously 
to the month of December, 1803, when the great body of the students now 
attached to the college will have completed the course which they have so 

ue cess f ii 1 1 y com me tic etl. 

IAi. 1 be immediate abolition, of the college, might also be deemed an 
ai t ot in justice towards those learned professors ond teach era, who have been 
called from other situations and pursuits to assist in the management ml 
conduct ot this important tab bailment. It would be equally Inconsistent 
with true wisdom and with the liberal spirit, which has ever distinguished 
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the conduct of the Company in the encouragement of oriental literature 
and science, to dismiss these gentlemen from their high station* with such 
a degree of precipitation, as might involve their circumstances m embar¬ 
rassment, and might hear the appearance of harshness and disrespect. 

124. Most of these gentlemen have devoted their entire time and labour 
to promote the objects of the institution, and have,withdrawn their atten- 
,Ion from every other pursuit. It would not be juft to deprive them sud- 
deitly of salaries, which may be considered m some degree as n remunera¬ 
tion for past exertions, and a compensation for the relinquishment of other 
evocations. 

125. The assiduity and learning of the&e gentlemen have produced seve¬ 
ral works in oriental languages and literature, which have been published 
since the com men cement of the institution, and which have greatly facili¬ 
tated its success. Continuations of these useful works are now in a con¬ 
siderable degree of progress. Some works of this nature are actually In 
the press. At this time the professors and teachers of the Persian, Arabic, 
If in dost mice, Beugalese, and Sanscrit languages, are each employed in 
composing grammars, and dictionaries, and in making translations or com¬ 
pilations for the use of the students. 

126. It is probable that the greatest part of these works will be com¬ 
pleted in the course of a year. No cause inferior to the pressure of abso¬ 
lute necessity would justify your Government in the sudden dismission of a 
body of learned men, whose labours are now employed with such utility to 
the public service, and the continuance of whose exertions in the same 
field, promises to produce such fruits - 

127- Many learned native* are now attached to the institution, who 
have been invited to Fort William by my special authority from distant 
parts of Asia. These respect able persons have been encouraged by the 
prospect of pecuniary and honorary rewards, to undertake works in original 
composition for the use of the college. They also render considerable ser¬ 
vice to the professors and teachers in the ordinary duties of the several 
classes. The expense of rewarding these person;; according to their labours. 
Is indispensable to the progress of the young men. The sudden dismission 
of the learned natives attached to the college would, therefore, be an act of 
manifest injustice on the grounds already stated ; it would also be an act 
of the most flagrant impolicy j uor would it he consistent either with the 
interest or honour of the Company in India, that a numerous body oi 
learned natives, after having been expressly invited by the British Govern¬ 
ment to support a public institution by the aid of their knowledge and 
talents, should be abruptly deprived of their emoluments, should be 
denied the opportunity of completing those works, which they had .been 
encouraged to commence, and should be driven forth to the extremities ot 
Asia, to report in their respective countries, that the British Government 
was unable to support the charges* which it had deliberately incurred, for 
the promotion of learning and virtue ; that we were compelled by the dis¬ 
tress of our finances, to violate our faith with the whole body of oriental 
scholars in India, and that, m the. extreme and desperate condition of our 
affairs, vve had abdicated the support (if our recent public institution for 
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l)^ liberal education of tb£ civil service \u the branches of knowledge 
absolute necessary to secure the 1 blessing of good government to our 
native subjects, 

128* 1l is scarcely necessary to repeat in this place* that the revival o! 
Mr, Gib hrist’s lectures would have left all these apprehensions and evils 
in full force, unless tlmt revival had in fact been equivalent to the restitu¬ 
tion of all the eatablislfencuts of the eallege. 

1 2ft, ilrg ed 7 thcrefare, by thesepowei M p rineiples Of policy, and by these 
irresistible claims of justice, on the part of the younger branches of your 
civil service actually attached to the college; on the part of the learned 
gentlemen whose library services have been devoted to the aid ot the insti¬ 
tution; and on the part of the learned natives collected from distant parts 
of Asia, retained in your service under the solemn pledge of public faith, 
and now successfully employed in diffusing their knowledge among your 
junior servants j I'have resolved, that the order passed by the Govcrnor- 
Geueral In council for the abolition of the college should not take full 
effect until the 31st of December* 1803* 

130, In the meanwhile I have issued orders to the government of Fort 
Sfc, George* and Bombay, directing that such writers of this season ns had 
arrived at those Presidencies respectively from Europe should be retained, 
ami that no writers belonging to the establishment of cither of the subor¬ 
dinate Presidencies, should be conveyed to the college of Fort William 
until further orders, 

13 L According to the regulations and statutes* a considerable number 
of students from each of the Presidencies* will be detached From the college 
in the ensuing month of December* 

132. The operation oi the circumstances described in the two preceding 
paragraphs* will tend to diminish the expenses of the coll egg during the 
ensuing year; I have, however, judged it to be proper to direct that such 
writers as shall arrive in Bengal with appointments to this establishment, 
stud! be attached to the college upon their arrival* and shall be admitted 
to ail the benefits of the Institution, until its final abolition* 

133, E shall issue to the Governments of Fort George* and Bombay, 
such orders as shall appear to me most conducive to the better instruction 
of the junior civil servants retained at each Presidency during the current 
year, and I shall pass such regulations as may be calculated to protect the 
Company against any considerable expense in consequence of any tempo¬ 
rary system of instruction for the writers detained at each Presidency. I 
mn however aware* that some inconvenience must necessarily attend file 
detention of these young men at their respective Presidencies, until the 
farther pleasure of the Court upon the whole subject shall be communi¬ 
cated to this Government. But this mgorwemence is inseparable from the 
nature of the case $ viewed in its utmost possible extent, it admits of no 
comparison with the important considerations stated in this letter- 

134* Among the motives which induced me to protract the existence of 
the institution until December, 1803,1 have dwelt with considerable expec¬ 
tation on the opportunity, which this delay will afford to the honourable 
Court of reviewing the considerations which dictated tbeir orders ol the 
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of January, 1802, of adverting to thefacts ond arguments lltibtnitted 
to you in this letter, and of estimating the result of the important change 
effected in the situation of affairs in India, since the date of those advices, 
which had reached the Court in the month, of January, 1802, and which 
appear to have formed the foundation of the Court's letter of the 2?th of 
til at month. 

135. The honourable Court after the receipt of fttia despatch, will be 
enabled to proceed to a final decision of this important question with infor¬ 
mation amply sufficient to illustrate all its essential parts; and if the im¬ 
mediate result of the Court’s renewed deliberation, should be to command 
this Government to accelerate the abolition of the college, and to demolish 
that institution at any period of time earlier than the 31 at of December, 
3803, you may be assured that, in the arduous situation which l now hold, 
I would manifest a prompt and dutiful obedience to an order, which would 
be founded on a full knowledge of the state of local circumstances in India, 
mid of all the motives which now direct my opinion and conduct. 

136. In such an event, I should certainly discharge zny duty with promp¬ 
titude and despatch ; but I must have renounced the fixed conviction of 
my judgment, and I must have extinguished the warmest sentiments of my 
heart, before I could discharge such a duty without suffering the most severe 
pain and regret, in reflecting on the public benefits which must flow from 
the establishment of this institution, and on the public calamities which 


must attend its abolition. 

1 37* The objects proposed by this institution are the moat interesting, 
comprehensive, and important, which could be embraced by any public 
establishment} and their accomplishment ia absolutely requisite for the 
good government and stability of this empire, and for the maintenance of 
the interests and honour of the Company and of tlie nation in India . 

153. Many of these objects have already been accomplished by the 
effects of the institution under the eyes of this government, and all of them 
promise to be secured by the continuance and stability of the saute system 
of discipline and study. 

13D. With such experience, and with such prospects, I cannot abandon 
the auspicious hope, that the representation submit ted to yon in this? letter, 
may prove the means of inducing the honourable Court to restore to their 
civil service So India, the inestimable advantages which must be destroyed 
by the ties truetiou of the college of Fort William, and to suffer the esta¬ 
blishment of the college of Fort William to remain unaltered, until i shall 
have the honour of reporting in person, to the Court, the condition and 
effects of the institution, and of submitting to you such details as may 
enable thermo curable Court to exercise its final judgment on the whole 
plan. 

140. The expense of the institution is greatly overbalanced by the im¬ 
portance and magnitude of its beneficial consequences* I bould be guilty 
of disrespect, as well as of injustice towards the East India Company, if 
I could suggest, that the Court of Directors, with a full knowledge of the 
objects and principles of tins institution, and with ample proofs of Us 
actual success, could flOi# admit an opinion, that the sum of money ttvw 
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to defray its charges, might be applied to any purposes more 
beneficial to the interests of the Company in India, 

14 1, I, therefore, dose thin letter with'a perfect confidence, that the 
honourable Court will issue without, delay, a positive command for the 
continuance of the college of Fort William until further orders j and, 
although my resignation of the office of Governor-General, preclude® the 
hope of my being entjjioyed as the instrument for restoring this important 
benefit to these valuable dominions ; l shall embark from India with a firm 
reliance, that my successor will execute thesalutury orders of the honour¬ 
able Court for the restoration of the college of Fort William, with the 
same sentiments of sea/ for the public service, and of attachment to the 
public interests and honour, which induced ms to found that institution*. 

I have honour to be. 

With the greatest respect and esteem. Sir, 

Your must obedient and faithful servant* 
Wellesley, 


No, CLXXIX- 

Earaet of a Letter from the Hon. Henry JEelledetj to the Mxrquen JFeUe$ktj. 
M V Lord, Bareilly, Auguftt 5th, 1302* 

1. .1 have already had the honour to address your Lordship 
respecting the conduct of General Perron's agents in the 
Punjab, and although my information upon this subject is 
extremely confined and imperfect, I think it my duty to con¬ 
tinue to communicate to your Lordship any reports which 
may reach me upon a question in which our interests are so 
materially concerned. 

2. Such is the distracted state of the Seik country, that 
Mr. 'Lewis (one of General Perron’s officers) appears to have 
obtained possession of a considerable tract oi country w ith- 
out the least resistance having been opposed to him. There 
can be no doubt of General Perron's intention to assume as 
large a portion of the Punjab as he may think himself able 
to manage, or it may be convenient to him to retain, and it 
is equally certain that the actual state of that country will 
render it an easy conquest to any thing like a regular force. 

3. One of the greatest dangers to bo apprehended from 
the establishment of a French force in the Punjab is, the 
means it would afford the French of extending them con¬ 
quests down the Isylus, and of securing a communication 
with the sea, hy means of that river. This would remove 
every obstacle to their receiving supplies of men and stores 
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from Europe, for there is no British force on that side of 
India, nor are there any native powers situated at the mouths 
of the Indus capable of opposing a regular force with any 
prospect of success, 

4* It does not appear that General Perron's designs upon 
the Punjab are sanctioned by Scindiah, or that they are in 
any way connected with the interests of that Chief, 

5. Whenever it can be avoided with safety to ourselves, 
and a due regard to the obligations attached to the posses¬ 
sion of an extensive Empire, it is extremely desirable not to 
interfere in the disputes between the native powers, but the 
policy which dictated a forbearance in this respect is cer¬ 
tainly weakened by the immense increase of territory, wealth, 
and power, which we have acquired within these few years. 
From the important stake which we now possess in the coun¬ 
try, it is hardly possible that our interference should not be 
solicited by the native powers in any cases of emergency, and 
I am in daily expectation of receiving letters from Rajah 
Sahib Sing of Puttealeh and from the Rajah of Amrutsir, 
both of whom are ready and willing to oppose General 
Perron, provided their exertions could be directed to any 
good end. These letters shall be forwarded to your Lord- 
ship as soon as they reach me* 

6* l understand it to be General Perron* s intention to enter 
the Punjab as soon as the rains shall have subsided* I am 
likewise informed that he is making every effort to raise 
troops. 

I have the honour to be, 
your Lordship’s most obedient and 

humble servant, 

Henry Wellesley* 


No. CLXXX* 

The Marquess Wtlledey to the Chairmen of the Honourable the Court 
of Directors. 

Sl Rj Fort William, August 12th, IS02* 

h I have the honour to enclose a copy of the Gazette 
Extraordinary of yesterday, containing the intelligence of the 
dreadful misfortune which has happened with regard to the 
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Persian embassy at Bombay* It is not possible to describe 
the horror and affliction with which this disaster has filled 
my mind. 

x. I trust* however, that I shall be able to succeed in con¬ 
vincing the Court, of Persia that this calamity has arisen from 
circumstances which the British Government could neither 
have foreseen nor prevented* 

3. For this purpose, I have ordered Major John Malcolm, 
so much distinguished for Jus successful embassy to Persia, 
to proceed to Bombay, under such instructions as will enable 
him to apply his knowledge of the temper and manners of 
the Court of Persia, and his influence with the individuals of 
-that nation, to the actual state of affairs, on his arrival at 
Bombay. I also propose to despatch immediately to Bushire 
Mr* Lovett, a young gentleman of considerable talents, and 
intimately acquainted with the Persian language, for the 
purpose of forwarding the necessary communications to his 
Persian Majesty, and eventually to proceed to the Court of 
Persia. 

4. I request you to communicate the contents of this letter 
to the Court of Directors, to whom I shall hereafter address 
a letter on the subject of this melancholy event. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 


Wellesley, 


(Enclosure,) 


August 11th, 1802, 


On the 9th instant, \ih Majesty's frigate La Chiffmae^ Captain Stuart, 
arrived in the river from Bombay, with despatches from that Presidency 
to his Excellency the most noble the Governor-General Jn Conuoil> con¬ 
taining the atflictfog intelligence of the death of his Excellency Haqjee 
Kbideel Khaim, Embassador to the British Government cm the part of 
His Majesty the King of Persia. 

In the afternoon of the 20th ultimo, a dispute unfortunately arose be¬ 
tween the Persian servants of the Embassador and the sepoys of the 
corps of Bengal volunteers composing hts Excellency’s honorary guard, 
at the house assigned for his residence near Massagong. An affray en¬ 
sued, and both parties resorted to arms. 

At the commencement of the disturbance, his Excellency the Embas¬ 
sador, with Ills nephew Aga Hoossun* and his attendants, descended into 



Munsr^ 


3BQjB.y CHAIRMAN OF THE COURT OF DIRECTORS, 

:i: ^ / 

.'fheTJourt for the purpose of quelling the tuiujfcU, and while his Excel* 
leucy was exerting his endeavours with the utmost degree of humanity 
and firmness for that purpose, lie received u wound from a musket which 
instantly proved rafrrtak His Excellency's nephew was severely wounded 
an several places* Four of the Embassador's servants were killed, and 
five more wounded* Tranquillity, however, was speedily restored, and 
medical assistance was immediately procured for the relief of the sur¬ 
viving sufferers. 

The most active and judicious exertions were successfully employed by 
the Acting President at Bombay, J. H* Cherry, Esq, and by the civil and 
military officers under his authority, for the purpose of restoring order, 
and of tranquillizing the minds of the attendants and followers of the 
deceased Embassador* as well as of securing the means of bringing to 
justice the perpetrators of this atrocious act. 

A Court of Enquiry has accordingly been instituted at Bombay* for 
the purpose of investigating, with due deliberation and solemnity, all the 
circumstances of the case. 

The Governor-General in Council has adopted measures for affording 
to the relations and followers of the late Embassador all the relief and 
consolation which can be administered to them under the pressure of 
this severe calamity. 

As a testimony of the public regret for the death of the late Embassa¬ 
dor, and of a deep sense of sorrow for the calamitous event which occa¬ 
sioned it, and as a mark of public respect for the high station of the 
deceased Embassador, and for the Sovereign whom he represented, his 
Excellency the Governor-General in Council has been pleased to direct, 
that minute guns be fired on this melancholy occasion, at five o'clock 
this afternoon, from the ramparts of Fort William* 

By command of his Excellency the most noble 

the Governor-General in Council* 

N* B* Edmonstone, 

Sec* to Government* 


[The following Declaration was issued by the Marquess Wellesley on 
this melancholy occasion, j 

Dechrathm of his Excellency the most mhk the Governor- General, Re¬ 
addressed to the surviving Relations and Attendants of the deceased 
Hrnjee Khidled Khattn, late Ambassador from his Persian Majesty to 
the Governor-General in Council* 

The solicitude of the British Government of India to strengthen and 
improve the relations of amity and honourable alliance with his Majesty 
the King of Persia, has been manifested by the most signal acts of sys¬ 
tematic policy, and has been publicly acknowledged by all the States of 
Asia. 
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The peculiar splendour of the Embassy which conveyed the testimo¬ 
nies of my respect and attachment to his Majesty's presence; the extra¬ 
ordinary honour^ with which his Majesty's Ambassador was received* 
under my express orders, on his Excellency's arrival in the British terri¬ 
tories*; the zeal and assiduity displayed by the Government of Bombay, 
and by all ranks of British subjects at that settlement, to conciliate the 
good will of the Persian Ambassador; and the public preparations, con¬ 
duct ed under my immediate and personal direction, for hia Excellency's 
reception with the most distinguished solemnity and honour at the seat 
of the Supreme British authority hi India, have afforded sufficient demo j 
strut ions to the world of my high consideration for the dignity of the 
Persian Monarch, and of my uniform intention to evince that unalterable 
sentiment towards the accredited representative of his Royal person, 
Reviewing- those incontrovertible testimonies of my anxiety to establish 
a friendly and honourable alliance with the power of Persia on the most 
solid foundations, his Majesty oud all the States of Asia will anticipate 
the deep affliction and anguish of mind with which ( have witnessed the 
sudden interruption of our bright and happy prospects by a disaster, 
which as far eluded the scope of human prudence and foresight, as it 
surpassed the ordinary extent of human calamity, and the common vicis¬ 
situdes of fortune* To this awful dispensation of Providence, I submit 
with resignation, hut not without hope* 

In the most painful moments of my disappointment and grief, I have 
derived consolation from the reflection, that as I have hitherto assidu¬ 
ously employed every possible effort to cultivate a lasting friendship and 
harmony of interests between his Persian Majesty and the British Go¬ 
vernment, my. amicable sentiments have been uniformly returned with 
equal cordiality by t he auspicious disposition of that illustrious Sovereign* 
A dreadful, unforeseen, and micontroulable calamity has intervened to 
afflict both States with mutual sorrow aud consternation, and to retard 
the completion of their reciprocal wishes; but not to suspend their esta¬ 
blished friendship by groundless jealousy and unjust suspicion; not to 
frustrate the natural and propitious result of their united co unsels $ not 
to destroy the fruits of their mature wisdom and justice ; nor to dissolve 
those fleered engagements, by which they had cemented the foundations 
of durable concord, secured the channels of free intercourse and bene¬ 
ficial communication, and enlarged the sources of their common safety* 
prosperity, and glory* 

Entertaining u due sense of the value and importance of those engage¬ 
ments to both States, I shall pursue, with unabated confidence and per¬ 
severance, the policy Oh which the subsisting treaties ore founded, and 
the amicable and earnest exertions, by which they were obtained. The 
pursuit of this course cannot ultimately fail to attain success The cala¬ 
mity which we have suffered is a just subject of lamentation; but its 
consequences are not irretrievable* From the reciprocal condolence of 
the two States may arise new motives of combined interest and anditional 
securities of amity and alliance, A zealous interchange of the offices of 
humanity, a concurrent sense of common sorrow, and the conscious cer- 
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Tuinty of mutual sincerity ami good faith imty'fead to a more intiinatfe 
tin ion of sentiments ami views: and the temporary suspension of this 
important Km bass jj may tend to ensure and improve the benefits of onr 
actual connection. 

Supported by these hopes, a/id relying on the jikttice and integrity of 
the principles and motived which have actuated the British Government, 
I trust that the progress of our renewed intercourse with your illustrious 
Sovereign will gradually oh)iterate the remembrance of this fatal and 
unparalleled disaster, and wit! amply compensate to my mind for its ac¬ 
tual distress by the dual accomplish meat of the same salutary plans of 
policy which had rendered a personal interview with your lamented 
master the object of my most cordial wishes, and of my moat mmotts 
expectation. 

To repair the severe loss sustained by his untimely decease; to demon¬ 
strate my sincere respect for his memory, and my unfeigned regret that 
he should have fallen by a violent death, within the British dominions, 
and in the immediate exercise of functions, which the laws anrl usages of 
all civilized nations have rendered sacred, it is in y primary duty to admi¬ 
nister to his surviving relations and attendants every office of Immunity 
and Friendly companion, every attainable comfort and alleviation of their 
just grief, and every possible compensation for the injuries which they 
have suffered. 

In endeavouring to discharge this duty, I have selected an officer, who 
was recently vested with the honourable character of Envoy from this 
Government to the Court of Persia, and who now occupies the most con* 
fidential station in my family. 

That officer is direeled to proceed immediately to Bombay, and to 
afford to you, in my name, such effectual aid and assistance, and such 
testimonies of affectionate commiseration, as may tend to mitigate your 
sufferings to console your affliction. 

With the some views, t have provided the most speedy means of offer¬ 
ing your Royal Sovereign the respectful expressions of my sincere 
condolence on this disastrous event, and of concerting with his Majesty 
such measures ns may conduct the Embassy to its original purpose, acce¬ 
lerate the favourable issue of every depending question, and confirm the 
subsisting relations between the two States, in the conciliatory spirit of 
the recent negotiations, and on the basis of the treaties already con¬ 
cluded. 


Wellesley, 


Fort William, August 17, 1602, 

By command of his Excellency the most Noble the Governor-General, 
&c. &c. &c. 


X. B. EilitlONSTONE, 

Secretary to the Government, 
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August Ifith, 1802, 


I deem it proper to communicate to the .Hoard the sub¬ 
stance of my negotiations with his Excellency the Vizier 
during the period of my residence at Lucknow, and to record 
on the proceedings of Government the several documents 
connected with those negotiations. 

Although his Excellency met me on the 19th of January 
at Cuwnpore, considerations of policy induced me to postpone 
the discussion, of any points of public business with his Ex¬ 
cellency until my arrival at Lucknow. 

After the long and arduous discussions which had termi¬ 
nated in the treaty of Lucknow, I was anxious* in the first 
instance, to conciliate his Excellency s confidence in my 
friendship and good-will, and by the interchange of personal 
civilities, to establish a degree of cordial intercourse with his 
Excellency, which might facilitate our future arrangements. 

Wi th this view, I endeavoured to gratify his Excellency by 
every possible demonstration ot respect and attention, and I 
have reason to he satisfied that my conduct towards his Ex¬ 
cellency produced the most favourable impression on his 
mind, and materially contributed to the successful issue of 
my negotiations* 

Soon after my arrival at Lucknow I desired a private con¬ 
ference with his Excellency, and on that occasion 1 proceeded 
to state to him the various points arising out of the treaty of 
the lOtli of November, 1801, which remained to he adjusted. 
The points which 1 then stated to his Excellency are detailed 
in a paper annexed to this minute,* they were substan- 
tially— 

* Memorandum of Prints stated htf his Excellency the most noble the Go¬ 
vernor- General to the Naumtib Vizier* 

The points stated by Lord Wellesley to the Nawanb Vizier arc ns 
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The Governor-Central proposes that his Excellency the Vizier should 
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Istly. THo immediate discharge of the nr rear of the aug¬ 
mented subsidy amounting to. lacs of rupees* 

Mildly. The immediate reduction of his military establish¬ 
ment to tire scale describe^ m the Treaty of Lucknow. 

Srtlly. An exchange of the distinct of Handeoh, and any 
other districts south of Allahabad* which interrupted the 
line of the Company’s frontier, 

dtldy. The future regular payment of the pensions assigned 
for the support of his Excellency’s relations, and other de¬ 
pendants, to he subsequently detailed. 


discharge this sum between the present time and the latt day of the month 
of June; in the following proportions; 

One half, or 10 lacs, immediately. The remainder to be paid in 
the following proportions:—3 Jaes in March, 3 lues in April, J lacs in 
May, and 2 laps in June, 

The Governor-Genera! ia particular!y desirous that his Excellency 
should discharge the first kiat of 10 I nos immediately; the whole of this 
money has already been advanced by the Company, who now actually pay 
interest for it. 

tacond* The Governor-General earnestly requests that ,1m Excellency 
will proceed without delay to reduce the military establishment according 
to the treaty. This point is of the greatest importance, being intimately 
connected with the improvement of his Excellency's finances, and with 
the tranquillity and good order of his dominions. 

Third, The Governor-General, through Mr, Wellesley, or Lieut.-Colo¬ 
nel Scott, will propose to his Excellency on exchange of the district of 
Hundeah, and any other districts south of All ahabad, which now interrupt 
the line of the Company's frontier. The territories to be re-ceded to hie 
Excellency will be such as to form an equivalent for Handcah and the 
above dint riots. 

Fourth, The Govern #Gouercd most earnestly recommends to his Ex¬ 
cellency a strict attention to the letter written by Mr, Wellesley on the 
subject of the pensions. On this point his Lordslup will hereafter, 
through Colonel Scott, furnish the details. 

Fifth. The Governor-General strongly urgen to 1 fig Excellency the ne¬ 
cessity of paying immediate attention to the introduction of an Improved 
system of government in the dominions remaining subject to his own uu- 
tkority, The general outlines of a plan for this purpose are stated In the 
accompanying paper, and will hereafter he more fully explained by the 
Go verno r- 0 en eraL 

Sixth, The Governor-General recommends that the British force em¬ 
ployed within bis Excellency^ reserved dominions, should he concentered 
at a cantonment In the vicinity of Lucknow, 

(Signed.) N« B Eomonstont:, 

Persian Secretary, 

2x 
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5tli]y. The introduction of an improved system of admi¬ 
nistration within his Excellency’s reserved dominions with 
the advice and assistance of the British Government* 

SthJy. The concentration of thc^ British military force to 
be employed within his Excellency's reserved dominions at a 
cantonment in the vicinity of Lucknow. 

With regard to the 1st point, the payment of arrears of 
subsidy, his Excellency promised to discharge the amount of 
arrears actually due at the earliest possible period of time, 
but expressed a hope that some abatement would be made in 
the amount which had been stated, leaving that question, 
ho wever, entirely to my decision* 

With respect to the 2nd point, his Excellency readily pro¬ 
fessed his intention to proceed to the prescribed reduction of 
his military establishment 

His Excellency also signified bis ready acquiescence in the 
exchange of territory proposed under the 3rd head. 

With regard to the 4th point, the regular payment of the 
pensions his Excellency denied that any irregularity had 
occurred in this respect, but expressed his disposition to con¬ 
form to my wishes, when he should be furnished, with the 


promised details* 

With respect to the 5th point, the introduction of an im¬ 
proved system of administration within his Excellency's do¬ 
minions, his Excellency professed the utmost readiness to 
proceed to the accomplishment of that important object, and 
requested me to furnish him with a plan for that purpose. 

His Excellency made no material objection to the arrange¬ 
ment proposed under the 6th head, although he did not fully 
concur in the necessity or utility of concentrating the British 
force, appointed io remain within his reserved territories, at a 
cantonment in the vicinity of Lucknow* 

My discussions with his Excellency were principally 
founded on the basis of the foregoing propositions, and my 
attention was particularly directed to obtain from his Excel¬ 
lency the immediate payment of a considerable portion of 
the arrear of subsidy, and to induce the Vizier to make an 
arrangement for the liquidation of the whole, within a specie 
fied period of time; anxious, however, that my discussions 
with his Excellency should be conducted with mutual cor¬ 
diality and good will, and that his Excellency’s mind should 
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to the important arrangement which had been 
effected by the Treaty of Lucknow, [ determined to regu¬ 
late my conrniunicatimia with his Excellency by a spirit of 
liberal accommodation, to promote his Excellency’s wishes in 
every mode consistent with the preservation of the rights and 
interests of the British Government, and to manifest a dis¬ 
position to conciliate his confidence and regard, to assist; in 
the arrangement of his affairs* and to secure the stability of 
!us Government* 

At a subsequent conference I communicated to the V izier, 
at his Excellency's express desire, the outline of a plan for 
the future administration of his dominions* For this pur¬ 
pose I distinctly stated to his Excellency the evils and abuses 
which prevailed in the existing system of his government 
under the several branches of military establishment, judicial 
administration, and revenue, and pointed out to him the only 
means by which those evils and abuses could be remedied* 
For the information of the Board I annex to this minute a 
memorandum* containing the substance of inv representations 
to his Excellency on that subject* His Excellency admitted 

* Memorandum- of hh Excdhmctf the most noble the GonernorMU neral*# 
verbal Propmiiotut to the Nm&tth Eizier, for the improvement of his & dim- 
nktrmim. 

With a view to explain the Governor*Genera?a outline of a plan for 
the introduction of a just and efficient system of admiuiytration within 
the Nawaiib Vuder’s reserved dom ml o ns, the Cover nor- General deferna it 
to bo expedient to state the principal causes to which the prevailing 
abuses in Ms Excellency^ dominions arc to he ascribed, and the means 
by which those causes may be removed, and those abuses may be re¬ 
medied. 

First* The undisciplined stale and Licentious disposition of the military, 
and the power possessed by the Aumils of employing the military force 
of the state for the purposes of oppression, and of resisting the authority 
of government. 

The remedy for this evil has been partly carried into effect by the dis¬ 
mission of a considerable portion of his Excellency's refractory troops ; 
it remains to complete the reduction of Ms Excellcucyhi military esta¬ 
blishment to the scale prescribed by the treaty of November 1801, and to 
substitute sebundies in the several districts, limited to the number abso¬ 
lutely necessary for the collections of the revenues 

Second. The want of a system of judicial administration for the pro¬ 
tection of the lives and property of the subjects, for the detection and 
punishment of crimes, for the redress of grievances, and foi the adjust¬ 
ment of disputed claims. 
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the existence of those evils and aluises, and acknowledged 
the expediency of the measures which I proposed for their 
reform, but complained of the want of sufficient authority 
within his own dominions, for the purpose of giving effect to 
the measures which I had suggested. I gave his liXcellency 

To remedy this evil, regular courts of justice ghould be established in 
all the districts under hi; Excellency's authority, These courts should 
he subject to the cpntroul and superintendence of a general court of jus¬ 
tice, to be established at the capital, similar to Die fuddur Dewanny and 
Nizaiuut Adawlut, at Fort William* 

The provincial courts should not bo subject to the authority and eontJfOul 
of the An mils ; on the contrary, the Annuls themselves, as well as every 
other description of persons residing within the several districts, should 
be amenable to the court of justice established in those districts respec¬ 
tively. The judges of the provincial courts should be amenable for all 
acts clone in i heir official capacity or otherwise, either to the superior 
court at the capital, or to intermediate courts constituted upon princi¬ 
ples similar to those of the Courts of Appeal and Circuit in the honour¬ 
able Company's dominions. 

This arrangement should be combined with an efficient system of po¬ 
lice throughout the country, calculated to secure the apprehension of 
offenders for the purpose of bringing them to justice. 

It is not, however, the intention of the Governor-General, in recom¬ 
mending the establishment of this system of judicial administration, to 
propose to his Excellency the Vizier the adoption of the sumo code of 
laws which regulates the administration of justice in the Company’s do- 
minionsr 

The details of the system which his Lordship recommends must neces¬ 
sarily be regulated by local circumstances, and adapted to the constitu¬ 
tion of the government, and the actual condition of the people. The 
Resident will be prepared to offer his sentiments and opinion upon the 
subject of those details, and to assist his Excellency in carrying the pro¬ 
posed system of judicial admi nisi rati on into complete effect. 

Third, The abuses prevailing in the administration of the revenues, 
arising principally from the destructive practice of anticipating the reve¬ 
nues, of assigning the charge of the collections to persons who offer the 
highest terms, or the largest amount of niizsserann,* from the uncertain 
tenure by which die An mils hold the charge of their respective districts, 
the violation of the engagements contracted between the Auroils, Zemin¬ 
dars, under Renters and Ryots, the arbitrary and oppressive exactions 
which pervade the whole system of the revenue, through every gradation 
from the Aumil to the Ryot, the defective and injudicious constitution 
of the whole system of revenue, and the injurious mode of making the 
collections. 

* Pecuniary offering from an inferior to a superior, on the occasion 
of the latter conferring a government or an office on the former. 






""•no- 



MINUTE BV TUB GOVERNOR-GKNERAL 


every assurance of support, on the part of the British Go¬ 
vernment, in the exercise of his just authority; and I encou¬ 
raged him to explain to me, in the most confidential and 
unreserved manner, the nature of those restraints which im¬ 
peded the due exertion of his legitimate power, for the reform 
of the acknowledged evils and abuses of his administration. 


To remedy these abuses, a complete reform in the system of revenue is 
\ n di 9 pc usably requi site. 

The assessment of the lands throughout the country should be regulated 
by the real assets of the several districts, to be ascertained by actual in¬ 
vestigation, and that assessment should be increased only in proportion 
to the augmentation of resources in the several districts, which may be 
expected to arise from an improved system of administration in all its 
branches. 

The practice of anticipating the revenue; of assigning the districts to 
the charge of persons who propose to pay the largest amount of revenue, 
or who offer the largest nuzzer&ua, without regard to the character and 
11 imlifi cations of those persons, or to the actual resources of the lauds, 
combined with the limited and uncertain period of the AumiPs tenure, 
impairs the sources of production, and encourages injustice, violence, 
and oppression* The An mil, solicitous to derive the greatest possible 
profit from his temporary situation, and possessing no interest in the 
prosperity of the country, plunders and oppresses without restraint. 

The districts should be given in charge to persons of established and 
respectable character, and of undoubted qualifications* Their tenure 
should be extended and secured to them while their conduct should 
continue to merit the confidence of their sovereign. 

Salaries should he assigned to them j and their further profits should 
depend upon the augmentation of the resources in their respective dis¬ 
tricts. 

Above all, every Autnii should be compelled to adhere to the engage¬ 
ments which he may contract with the Zemindars, Renters, and Ryots, 
and the inferior landholders and farmers of every description should be 
equally compelled to a strict fulfilment of their engagements with others. 
The executive power should be the guarantee of those engagements, and 
should exercise that guarantee through the channel of the public courts 
of judicature established in the several districts, where all complaints of 
undue exactions, of injustice and oppression in the realization of the 
revenue, and of violated engagements should be investigated and re¬ 
dressed. 

The rights of property of all descriptions of landholders should be de¬ 
fined, and the definition of those rights should form a basis for the adju¬ 
dication of disputed tenures. 

(A true Copy.) N, B. Ei>mons*one, 

Persian Secretary. 




ftJINUrB BY THE GO VKflNO E-GEN ERA L. 

My endeavours to obtain from bis Excellency a verbal ex* 
pknation upon this subject v/ere nnsuccessfid; his Excel* 
lency, however, stated his intention of committing his senti¬ 
ments to writing in a paper of requests, which he proposed 
to prepare on various points connected with this subject of 
discussion* 

Accordingly* on the 15th of February, his Excellency 
transmitted to me a paper of propositions, a translation of 
which is annexed.* 


* / r^ ml all on of a Paper delivered by his Excellency the Nmmub f'iziev> 
m the I bth of February 1 HOi?. 

Several points which have occurred to iny hand I now commit to 
writhe without ceremony, for the hi formation of his Excellency flic 
most noble Marquis Wellesley, in order that those point* ixmy be satis¬ 
factorily arcompUshed. Whereas, unless the authority of the Sovereign 
he so established that all persons, considering Mm the sourcetof ambo- 
rity, may be led by the impulses of hope and fear to yield him due olw 
die nee, a proper arrangement of the affairs of his government cannot! be 
expected ; therefore, Ifcave committed to paper the detail of this general 
position, in order that it may be carried into effect, and that my govern-* 
meut may be duly and permanently regulated. 

first. That whoever may be the Resident at thia place, he will openly 
and inwardly act cordially and in concert and union with me, Although, 
out ot rny friendship and regard, .1 am disposed to conduct the important 
concerns of my government with the advice and counsel of the Cum- 
panv's Oncers, yet it U indispensably requisite that the consultations 
should he conducted with perfect cordiality and friendship. The mode 
in which such consultations should be conducted is this : i will consult 
the Resident upon every measure which 1 propose to adopt * until we 
shall have consulted together upon the proposed measure* Jet it not be 
communicated to my one else; after we shall have decided in concert 
what is advisable to be done, orders shall be issued accordingly by me, 
nml, if it should be necessary, those orders shall be earned into effect 
with the aid of the Resident. On whatever point the Resident wishes to 
give me advice, let him not, in the first instance, make uny eonitnuni- 
eatkm whatever upon such point to any other person. Let the Resident 
state u> me personally, without the presence of any other person, what 
he has to propose; let us discuss the subject together, and whatever 
course may be decided by mutual consent, the necessary measures For its 
adopt lot shall he carried into effect by me. By these means it will be 
made apparent to the world that mutual confidence subsists between ns, 
and my authority will not be subverted. 

[First. Tim arrangement is unobjectionable, and shall be adopted 

ni fat tire, provided it be understood that the Nawtjttb will not act iu 
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From this document it evidently appeared that the re¬ 
straints of which the Vizier complained originated in the 
exercise, on the part of the Resident* of that degree of inter- 


any important matter without the previous advice of the Resident* 
ami that io the event of a difference of opinion, the Nawmib will abide 
by the Residents advice. This case includes the supposition that, 
if the Resident should deem his aid, or the assistance of the British 
power necessary in any case, the Nawaub will resort to it without 
delay*] 

Second. The people of this place, without the least occasion, are con¬ 
stantly waiting upon the Resident, and carry on a correspondence with 
whomever and about whatever they choose. 

Their thus frequenting the Resident’s is subversive of all regularity* 
for they have now (by those means) rendered themselves independent of 
me> and arc wholly regardless of my authority. A person shall be ap¬ 
pointed by me to attend tlie Resident. Let the Resident, when lie re¬ 
quires the attendance of any one, send for him through that person. Bet 
not the Resident receive letters from the people of this place upon any 
subject* nor answer them without my intervention. 

[Second, It appears to he indispensably necessary, for the Resident's 
correct information, m well as for the maintenance of Ins authority, 
that he should maintain the most free and unrestrained intercourse 
and correspondence with alt ranks and descriptions of people. Nor 
can this practice affect the Nawaub’s authority, or alienate the affec¬ 
tions or respect of his subjects, provided the Resident: shall bo careful 
to avoid any step which can tend to impair his Excellency's dignity, 
or to contract the due limits of his power. It would be highly useful 
that the Nawaub should appoint, with my advice, some person pro¬ 
perly qualified to conduct, in the quality of Prime Minister, the ordi¬ 
nary details of public affairs; and this person might constantly con¬ 
fer on all points of business with the Resident No difficulty or 
vexation can hereafter occur, if a cordial union be maintained between 
the Resident and the Nawaub* and if their mutual deportment be re¬ 
gulated by principles of reciprocal confidence and respect, and by the 
uniform observance of a decorous personal conduct by both parties] 
Third. Let no one, as has hitherto been the practice, afford counte¬ 
nance and support to any person to Impede the recovery of just balances 
from Aumils ami others. But* on the contrary* let him (meaning the 
Resident) afford assistance to the Sircar in the recovery of those balances. 

If the Resident is desirous of withholding me from the prosecution of 
any particular measure, let him state bis sentiments to ine in private ; In 
which case (as 1 am fur from being disposed to act unjustly) either I will 
prove to the Resident the equity of the proceedings* or the Resident will 
set me right - and in the latter event* J will, in conformity to his desire, 
abandon such proposed measure* and no one will be apprized of any dis¬ 
agree merit subsisting between us. 




ference and contmd wtiicli is indispensably necessary for the 
support of the British influence in Oude, and in the want of 
cordiality between Ins Excellency and the Resident. 


(Third, Unobjectionable. This proposal shall be observed, pro¬ 
vided the Resident be considered to be at liberty in all sitcli eases to 
obtain such information as may be necessary to satisfy him of the 
justice of the proceeding*] 

Fourth, Regular tribunals, in which ! do not. desire to possess any ex- 
elusive interest* shall he e,sPublished for the sole purpose of giving effect 
to the Mahomedun law, of MfilHhg just claims, and of securing the lives 
and properties of the people* It is necessary that all persons should 
subject themselves to the jurisdiction of those tribunals * and if any 
person should refuse to acknowledge the jurisdiction, or oppose the au ¬ 
thority of those tribunals, let the Company’s officers assist me in enforcing 
obedience to them, 

[Four'ib* This is perfectly wise end proper,] 

Fifth. I consider her Highness the Begum as my superior, and 1 am 
extremely desirous of supporting her dignity, and of promoting her 
Sage, ] hare no concern with the produce anti revenues of her Jaggeer, 
nor of nay of the Jfiggeerdars * but the authority of the courts of justice, 
the adjustment of disputes* the redress of grievances, the observance of 
the civil and criminal punishments, and all other points connected with 
the administration of justice, mm% be conducted under my orders in the 
cities of Lucknow and Fyzabad, and in all the Jaggeers, in the same manner 
as in the rest of my dominioua ; for these things appertain to the 
Sovereign, whose duty it is to prevent every specks of oppression Her 
Highness S s servants must not, in any manner, interfere in them; for a 
partnership m government is itudmieiiMe. It is for her Highness's own 
credit that she should state to me whatever may be her desire m points of 
the nature above described, in order that what she desires may be accom¬ 
plished through the medium of the officers of my government. The state 
of affairs hitherto prevailing lifts been this: that frequent tumults and blood¬ 
shed have occurred in Fyznbad, and in her Highness's Jaggeer, and not 
the slightest attention has been paid by her Highness to any thing that I 
have said or written. In the time of my late brother, the settlement of 
disputes in the Jaggeers was left to the Sircar- These point a will give 
efficacy to mv government. 

1 request that bis Lordship will have the goodness to send for Durnub 
Ali Khaun, and desire, that exol naively of the Jnggecr, such property, 
lauds, bu'uirs, gardens, &e. to r. considerable extent belonging to the 
Sircar, as the officers of her Highness have unjustly, and .without the re¬ 
quisite voucher (Simmid) appro printed since four years (a fact which Mr. 
Imraiileo, Molavy Go!aura, Katider Khttuu, bis Moonsbec, and other 
creditable persona, such as Almas Ali Khaim, Davaub AH Ivhaun, and 
their respective Vakeels can substantiate, ami are fully acquainted with, 
which her Highness herself formerly acknowledged, which nil the most 
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wag manifestly his Excellences object to impose, on the 
authority of the Resident, such limitations as would secure 
to his Excellency a power absolutely independent of all eon- 


erasable officers of the Sircar, such as Jye Sookh Roy, &c. know, and 
a statement of which property js to bo found upon their irepords, and the 
appropriation of which property occasions a considerable loss to me, at 
a time when 1 am not in a condition to sustain any loss) may be restored 
to me, and the profits which may have been collected from such property 
made over to me, m that my losses therein may be compensated. This 
will be in conformity to her Highness^ engagements. 

Let his Lordship further have the goodness to transmit 'orders to the 
honourable Henry Wellesley, upon the following several points ■ 

[Fifth. The adroinisdraufr of justice in the Begnm’s JaggecrmueE 
be under the Nawaub’s authority, and the Reg urn's servants must he 
subject to it. The authority of the Nnwauh’s courts will be enforced 
by the British power* 

The Govern or-General proposes to take all the matters depending 
between the Nawaub and the Begum into full consideration, and to 
effect a settlement between ilie Begum and the Nawaub ou just, 
equitable, and permanent principles.] 

First. Not to afford protection to fugitives from my country, but to 
surrender such when demanded by me, or else to expel them from him. 

[First* A11 criminals will be reciprocally surrendered, but the sub¬ 
jects of both states, who shall not be accused of capital crimes, should 
be at liberty to pass freely from one country to the other, end bo 
established reciprocally in either*] 

Second. In the event of any of the dependants of my Sircar applying for 
farms within the ceded districts, to require such person to execute ;i 
writing, binding himself to take such farm only, on condition that he 
is not in balance to the Sircar. There are several of tny Auniila return¬ 
ing lands in the ceded districts, who are in balance to the Sircar, To 
give me credit in his accounts for the sums due by such Aumils, or else 
to deliver up those Aumils to me, that I may recover from them what 
is justly due, and and then let them go. Whitt they have settled their 
accounts with the Sircar, Mr. Wellesley will of course enter into such 
engagements with them as he may think proper. 

[Second. All balances now or hereafter due to the Sircar, to be ad¬ 
justed within a reasonable time, and engagements to be taken to tihU 
effect from ah persons in balance - t none of the Nawuub'o Aumils arc 
daw employed m the ceded provinces,] 

Third, There are many gardens and other property belonging to the 
Sircar, in the country ceded for the charges of the troops, which nre 
quite distinct from the revenue of the country, in the same manner, for 
instance, as at this moment at Benares there is property belonging to 
me, and still in my occupation. Let his Lordship have the goodness lo 
direct that any property of that description in the ceded districts may 
be given into the possession of my people. 
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troul on the part of the British Government, and wouM ren¬ 
der nugatory that stipulation of the treaty which provides 
for the security of the British influence over the measures of 
his Excellency's administration. 

In the course of the conferences which I subsequently held 
with the Vizier, Ids Excellency became more explicit and un¬ 
reserved in the expression of his sentiments with respect to 
the conduct of the Be si dent, and I learned, with extreme 
regret, that those sentiments were of the most unfavourable 
nature, and that one of the principal objects of his Excel¬ 
lency's wishes was to obtain the removal of Lieuh-Colonel 
Scott from the situation of Resident at Ms Excellency s 
court* 

I considered that a compliance with his Excellency’s wishes 


A statement of the particulars of such property, gardens, &c. within the 
ceded districts, shall be given by me. 

[Third* Any property of this description, which the Nawaub shall 
satisfy the LieuL-Govenioi* to belong to hia Excellency, will, of 
course, be delivered over to his servants.] 

Fourth. I have been induced to cede the districts for the charges of the 
British troops merely to gratify htn Lordship, deeming it necessary so to 
do, in consequence of Mr* Wellesley's arrival, and revolving to conform to 
his Lordship's wishes, and to obey ins Lordship's commands. Let strict 
orders be issued that no one may be permitted to injure or destroy any 
mosques, tombs of Imaum Baural ls, which no;v exist within those districts, 
[Fourth, Orders will be issued accordingly.] 

Fifth. Ad engagement was contracted for paying to the Sircar the monies 
collected at the Gouts at Allahabad; four years have now elapsed since that 
time, and though I have repeatedly made application to the Resident upon 
this subject, nothing has hitherto been paid on that account, which 
occasions a considerable loss to me. Let orders be issued for the payment 
of those monies agreeably to engagement, 

[Fifth, Orders will be issued for the settlement of this account.] 

A, promise was made to send the treaty* It has not, however, yet been 
received. 

Let his Lordship (or Mr. W.) be reminded, and the treaty be sent. 

What further disagreeable circumstance I have Buttered, and continue 
to sutler, I will specifically explain whenever his Lordship shall per¬ 
sonally require me. 

It will be a great satisfaction to me to receive an answer to all these 
points to-morrow, 

(A true translation.) 

(Signed.) N. B. Ebmonstone, 

Persian Secretary, 
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is oce&sion would not only be an set of injustice towards 
Xneut.-Colonei Soott, whose measures and exertions during 
the whole course of his service in the station of Resident, 
claimed my entire approbation, and whose distinguished ta¬ 
lents, knowledge, and integrity qualified him in a peculiar 
degree far that important station, but would have been a 
concession on my part subversive of the future influence of 
the British Government in the state of the Nabob Vizier, 
I, therefore, discouraged any expectation on the part of his 
Excellency of my compliance with those wishes; I observed 
to him that the unfortunate disagreement between his ExccJ 
lency and the Resident must principally be ascribed to the 
unpleasant nature of those discussions which his Excellency’s 
continued opposition to the just demands and representations 
of the British Government had occasioned. I remarked, that 
no points of discussion now remained of a nature to occasion 
any unpleasant altercation, and that u mutual disposition, on 
the part of his Excellency and the Resident, to observe the 
forms of respect and attention, must have the effect of pro¬ 
ducing cordiality and concert in all their transactions* 

In my replies to the several propositions of his Excellency 
I endeavoured to combine the means of securing to the Vizier 
the exercise of his just rights, with the preservation of that 
degree of authority in the hands of the Resident, which is 
indispensably requisite for the security of the British inte¬ 
rests in the Viziers dominions, and to prescribe that line of 
conduct which his Excellency and the Resident should mutu¬ 
ally observe for the purpose of producing concert and har¬ 
mony in their intercourse with each other- Those replies 
which were delivered to his Excellency on the 20th of Fe¬ 
bruary are inserted in the margin of the document last men¬ 
tioned opposite to die articles to which they respectively 
relate* 


At an early period of my intercourse with his Excellency 
at Lucknow, I had been led to expect from him a declaration 
of the intention which he had some time before communi¬ 
cated to the Resident, of proceeding on a pilgrimage ; it was 
not, however, until the 18th of February, a fortnight after 
my arrival at Lucknow, that \ih Excellency formally declared 
that intention to me, and solicited my concurrence, request¬ 
ing at the same time that 1 would assist him in making an 



Ml MUTE BY TIER GOVERNOIWiMNEK AL. All 

arrangement for the administration of the government during 
his absence* On that occasion I deemed it proper to state to 
his Excellency the various considerations connected with the 
welfare and prosperity of his dominions, and with his Excel¬ 
lency’s individual comfort, which, in my judgment, rendered 
the prosecution of Ids declared intention highly inexpedient: ; 
at the same time I explicitly and repeatedly assured his Ex¬ 
cellency that I had no intention to oppose any obstacle to his 
departure, if, after full deliberation upon the considerations 
which my regard for his Excellency and my solicitude for the 
welfare and prosperity of his dominions, had induced me to 
state to him, his resolution should, remain unchanged* 

Hit Excellency appeared to he perfectly satisfied by these 
assurances, and deliberately, in my presence, took notes of 
the several arguments which I had adduced, with a declared 
intention of communicating to me his sentiments upon them 
in writing. 

From the commencement of my discussions with his Ex¬ 
cellency I had never ceased either in person, or by message, 
to urge him on the subject of the immediate discharge of a 
large portion of the arrears of subsidy In reply to my ap¬ 
plications, ids Excellency always assured me that the state of 
his Treasury did not admit of the immediate payment from it 
of any considerable sum, but that he was endeavouring to 
provide cash for that purpose from other resources. At the 
conference last mentioned, his Excellency informed me that 
he had provided to the extent of eight lacs of rupees in part 
of the arrears of subsidy, and that he had not even deposited 
that sum in his Treasury, but had set it aside for tin express 
purpose of applying it to the discharge of a portion of his 
debt, and this fact was confirmed by collateral intelligence. 
This information naturally led me to expect that his Excel¬ 
lency would immediately pay that sum into the Resident’s 
Treasury; in this expectation, however, 1 was disappointed, 
I therefore, directed the Persian Secretary to wait on liis Ex¬ 
cellency, and to express to him my earnest request that no 
further delay might occur in the payment of a sum which he 
3iad expressly provided for that purpose, and which had been 
witbholden without any reasonable cause* From the reply 
which his Excellency returned to this requisition, I learned, 
with the utmost degree of surprize and indignation, that his 
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Excellency had resolved to render the payment of that sum 
dependent on the conclusion of an arrangement for hh Ex¬ 
cellency's departure on lus projected pilgrimage* * 

After the solemn assurances which I had given to his Ex¬ 
cellency of my disposition to conform to his wishes on the 
subject of that arrangement, the conclusion of which had 
been suspended solely in consequence of Jus Excellency's 
declared intention to communicate to me in writing his senti¬ 
ments on the observations which I hud stated to him in per¬ 
son, his Excellency could not be justified in entertaining a 
doubt of my acquiescence in his determination as soon us that 
determination should be finally signified to me, nor could his 
Excellency be justified under any circumstances, in connect¬ 
ing transactions so distinct in their origin and nature* as his 
Excellency’s discharge of an acknowledged debt, and my 
concurrence in an arrangement for his Excellency's tempo¬ 
rary absence from his dominions, 

I couJd not be insensible to the disrespect manifested by 
his Excellency towards my public character by his implied 
doubt, of my voracity, and by the unworthy spirit of strata¬ 
gem which dictated this undignified and suspicious conduct* 
I, therefore, addressed to his Excellency the letter of which 
a copy is annexed to this minute,* and to preclude the delay 


To the Nmcmd* Fkler. 

Written 20th February 1802. 

* At the conference which I had the honour to bold with your Excel¬ 
lency the day before yesterday, your Excellency informed me that you 
had already provided to the extent of iacs of rupees, in part of the aiv 
rears due for the additional troops* This information induced uie to ex¬ 
pect that your Excellency would immediately pay that sum into the Re¬ 
sident’s treasury. Disappointed, however* in that expectation, I yester¬ 
day directed Mr. Edmonstone to express to your Excellency my earnest 
request, that no further delay might occur in the payment of a sum 
which has been wlthholden without a reasonable cause, since your Excel¬ 
lency expressly informed me that it had been actually provided for the 
express purpose of liquidating a part of the demand which your Excel¬ 
lency has consented to pay. 

From the reply which your Excellency returned to this requisition, I 
am led to suppose that your Excellency has* resolved to render the pay¬ 
ment of that sum dependent on the adjustment of a request from you 
wholly unconnected with the question, a request which 1 have manifested 
a sincere disposition to gratify. The final arrangement of your wishes 






of rendering it into the Persian language, I directed the 
Persian Secretary to wait upon Ms Excellency and translate 


h&ving been suspended solely in consequence of your Excellency's de¬ 
clared Intention to coflimnnicati to me your sentiment* in writing, on 
the observations which I bad the honour lo state to your Excellency, 
when on Thursday last the question, of your Excellences departure 
from Lucknow was agitated in person between your Excellency and 
me. 

On that occasion f explicitly staled to your Excellency that 1 had no 
intention to oppose any obstacle to your departure, if, after full delibera¬ 
tion upon the conaiderations Which my regard for your Excellency, and 
my solicitude for the welfare and prosperity of your dominions, induced 
me to state to your Excellency, your resolution should remain un¬ 
changed. 

Your Excellency, therefore, could not be justified in entertaining a 
doubt of iny immediate acquiescence in your Excellency's determination 
as soon an that determination should be finally signified to me. 

Since I have had the honour of a personal intercourse with your Ex¬ 
cellency, you have experienced the most unequivocal proofs of my ditqio* 
sitiou to promote vour Excellency's wishes in every practicable mode, to 
conciliate your confidence and regard, to support your dignity, to assist 
in the arrangement of your affairs, to strengthen your authority, and to 
secure the stability of your government. Your Excellency has been 
pleased to acknowledge your satisfaction at my personal conduct towards 
you, and your flense of the friendly motives winch have regulated my ad¬ 
vice and communications to your Excellency; in return, I had reason to 
expect, on the part of your Excellency, an equally sincere disposition to 
conform to the just requisitions which I have made on the part of the 
Company. My concern and disappointment are, therefore, considerable, 
when 1 find that, on the eve of my departure, your Excellency has re¬ 
sorted to the unfriendly measure of exacting unreasonable conditions 
from me, as nect seary preliminaries tei the discharge of your own solemn 
obligations, and to the satisfaction of the just rights of the British Go¬ 
vernment. 

Your Excellency is already apprized, and it is superfluous to repeat, 
that if your resolution to depart from your dominions be fixed, I am pre¬ 
pared instantly to enter into the consideration of providing for the go¬ 
vernment of your dominions during your absence, and of vesting the ex¬ 
ercise of the government in one of your sons. 

But I cannot consent to the admission of any delay which shall con¬ 
nect this transaction with the payment of the Company's additional 
subsidy. 

The impression which your Excellences conduct has made upon my 
mind can only be removed by the instant payment of the sum which your 
Excellency has provided, in part of the whole amount of arrears, and by 
a settlement of the future kists. I, therefore, renew my request that your 
Excellency will immediately issue orders for that, purpose, and that yon 
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to him verbally* A translation of the letter from liis 
Excellency to the Persian Secretary referred to in my ad¬ 
dress to his Excellency also accompanies.* That letter affords 
a singular instance of his Excellency's insincerity* and of his 
unwarrantable distrust of my declarations and assurances* 


will unite with me in bringing- to a, speedy termination all other points of 
business depending between us; your Excellency's perseverance in your 
present measures will certainly accelerate *uy departure, and will even 
compel me to alter the channel and inode of communicating with you. 

If advantage is to be taken of my personal disposition, for the purpose 
of frustrating the public service, I must request your Excellency to re¬ 
ceive this final expression of my good wishes, as announcing my imme¬ 
diate departure, and my determination to Communicate with your Excel¬ 
lency hereafter through the ordinary official channels. 

Mr. Edmonsfonc has communicated to me your Excellency^ letter of 
this day, the reply to it is anticipated in this note. 

(A true Copy.) 

(Signed) N. B. Edmonstone, 


3’ersian Secretary. 


* F'om hit M&zeUenctf the Nawaub J-izk r to the Persian Secretary to Go¬ 
vtrnmeftt, 

Received 20 th February, 1802. 

It was to-day my intention to have the pleasure of attending the most 
noble Marquess Wellesley, Governor-General, at, dinner; but, being in¬ 
disposed, I shall be prevented from doing so. 

I have received the papers which you sent by Goeul Chund Chobey, 
but It will he necessary that you should come to me for an hour, to ex¬ 
plain some parts of them in person. 

I am anxious for an answer to what I stated to his Lordship the other 
day after breakfast, at General Marthas house. I request that you will 
obtain an answer. 

My desire to conform to his Lordship's wishes induced ine to agree to 
what his Lordship proposed. It is now incumbent on bis Lordship to 
fulfil the object of mine. My wish ami desire is, that one of my sons 
should be invested with the regency (Neabut) here, in his Lordship’s pre¬ 
sence i that whoever may be appointed Resident here maybe instructed 
to carry into effect, in concert with me* whatever arrangement may be 
concerted between his Lordship and me with respect to this country, and 
that I may be enabled to make preparations for my intended journey. 
The more immediate his Lordship's promotion of these objects, the more 
satisfactory will it be to me. Delay will occasion me much vexation and 
embalmment. 

(A true translation.) 

(Signed.) N. B, E dm ox stone. 

Persian Secretary. 
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My addrfcsa to hi# Excellency produced the effect of obtain¬ 
ing a solemn promise from him to pay the sum in question on 
the following morning, and that promise was punctually per¬ 
formed- His Excellency also engaged to complete the pay¬ 
ment of the whole arre&r of subsidy by the ensuing month 
of September, but declined pledging himself to discharge the 
amount by fixed instalments. 

On the 22nd of February I held another conference with 
his Excellency. On that occasion, his Excellency declared that 
his determination to proceed on the intended pilgrimage was 
unalterable, and that lie, therefore, bad not thought it neces¬ 
sary to commit to writing his sentiments on the observation^ 
which I had stated to him on that subject, as he originally 
intended. His Excellency then expressed bia wish to ap¬ 
point his second son Mirza Ahmud AH Khaftri to be Regent 
during his absence, and communicated to me a request that 
I would be present at his son's investiture as Regent. His 
Excellency’s selection of his second in preference to his 
eldest son, originated in a disagreement which had long sub¬ 
sisted between the latter and his Excellency; and as the 
proposed arrangement cl id not appear to me to affect the 
question of the succession to the musimd on the death or 
abdication of the Vizier, or to impose any obligation on the 
Company to concur in the future elevation of his second son 
to the musimd of Oude, if it should be his Excellency’s wish 
to change the regular order of succession, I signified to Ins 
Excellency my compliance with his request, and the ceremony 
of the investiture of Mirza Ahmud. All Khaim ns eventual 
Regent, was accordingly performed in my presence at bis 
Excellency's palace on the following day. 

On the 22nd of February his Excellency delivered a paper* 


* Modification, propped by (he Namtub F\z\er f of the Answers of the Go- 
vtrnor-Gentral to the ffixjer’s Papers of Proposition*, delivered on (he 
l5fA February 1802. 

Answer to the 1st Ar- This arrangement k unobjectionable, and shall 
fide. he adopted in future. Let the Nawaub and the 

Resident consult with each other with perfect 
eordia iity in all important concerns, and let them 
use their utmost endeavours in consulting upon 
and discussing such concerns* 






(a translation of which h annexed to tliis minute) containing 
several proposed modifications of the replies which l had re¬ 
turned to his Excellency's paper of propositions delivered on 
the i 5th. 

On the £4th I hold iny last conference on public business 
with his Excellency, and on that occasion his Excellency’s 
origin at propositions, together with my replies, and bis Ex¬ 
cellency^ proposed modifications of them were fully dis¬ 
cussed. At the same conference his Excellency the Vizier 
adverting to the suggestion contained in my reply to the 
second article of his original propositions, that the Vizier 
should appoint some person to conduct, in the quality of 
minister, the ordinary details of public affairs, was induced 
to wave the objection to that measure which he had declared 
in his paper of*the 22nd of February, and proposed to ap¬ 
point his second son Mirza Ahmed Ali Kbaun to act in the 


In the event of miy difference of opinion, let 
them bring their diacussions pro and con Co f itch 
a point, that they may finally coincide in one 
course of incanirea, and, being- agreed, let them 
unite in carrying the result of their deliberations 
Into effect; and let their mutual deportment lie 
60 regulated by principles of reciprocal confi¬ 
dence and respect, that no difficulty or vexation 
may occur. 

Answer to the 2nd The answer to the 2nd Article is replete with 
Article, evil, which will totally subvert my authority. 

I before wrote fully upon thh point; either 
let a favourable answer be ftiven to this Article, 
or let it he wholly omitted. 

While I remain, it is unnecessary to appoint a 
minister. On my departure, lei a confidential 
person, property qualified* and not disposed to 
excite trouble, be appointed on the part of the 
Sircar, as the channel of communication between 
niy son and the Resident, and let such person be 
removed and appointed at the option of the Sir- 
car, and let him act according to the wishes and 
orders of the Sircar, 

Answer to the 3rd Unobjectionable: and this proposal shall be 
Article, observed. 

2 Y 


VOL. n. 
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capacity of minister, an arrangement to which I readily gave 


iny consent* 

I further deemec^it expedient, on that occasion, to declare 
explicitly to his Excellency the general principles which in 
my judgment should regulate the connexion and intercourse 
between the two States, as resulting from the treaty con¬ 
cluded at Lucknow between the Honourable Company and 
his Excellency the Vizier on the KHb ot November, 1801* 


The Resident shall be furnished from the Ha* 
zoor* with nil the inform at ion necessary to esta¬ 
blish the justice of the proceeding', by vouchers 
Answer to the 5th and proofs. 


Article. 

Do* 

Do* the next Article. 

Do. 

Do. to the 1st of the 


separate Articles. 

Do. 

Do* to the 2d Article. 

Do. 

Do* the 3rd do* 

Do* 

Do* the dth do. 

Do, 

Do. the 5th do. 

Do* 

Do, the Gtb do. 

Do. 


Both formerly and now I have done what has 
been required of me by his Lordship. 

Tt is a subject of deep regret to me, that these 
points, and the point which J personally repre¬ 
sented to his Lordship, have not been finally 
settled and concluded during his Lordships pre¬ 
sence, I am, however, confident that, agreeably 
to his Lords hip’s promise, Ids Lordship will here* 
after adjust all points in conformity to my wish¬ 
es* I hope, from his Lordship’s kindness, that 
bis Lordship will, in my presence, explain all 
the foregoing points with the Resident, and di¬ 
rect him to act in conformity to them ; and that 
his Lordship will also enjoin the Resident, after 
his Lordship’s departure, to occasion no delay or 
impediment in my departure, whenever I may 
choose to set out, and to assist me in the prepa¬ 
rations for my journey. 

(A true translation.) 

(Signed.) N. 3J. Edsionstonk, 

Persian Secretary. 


Hazoor signifies " The Presence/ 1 
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ith a view to obviate nil future doubts on the subject and 
result of the several com muni cations and conferences which 
passed between his Excellency and me, the final determina¬ 
tion of the several points discussed between his Excellency 
and me was committed to writing, and the paper was trans¬ 
mitted to hia,Excellency, under my seal and signature, soon 
after my departure from Lucknow. 

A copy of that paper is annexed to this minute,* 

At the conference last mentioned, in conformity to the de¬ 
sire expressed by his Excellency in the last paragraph of his 


§L 


* No. 67 .—-Mnnoritadim of (he final Hmtli if the Discussions between 
his Excellent# the most noble the Governor-General ami the Nemwh Fiaier, 

On the 16th of February 1B02, his Excellency the Nabob Vizier trans¬ 
mitted to the Governor-fieucrul a paper of propositions, to which his 
* Excellency required the Govcrnor-Generid’s assent, and the Governor- 
General, after full deliberation on the contents of the said paper, return 
ed a distinct answer to each of the articles therein detailed. His Excel¬ 
lency the Vizier, in a paper delivered on the 22ud of the same month, 
proposed certain modifications of the Governor-General's answers, and 
the original propositions, together with the Go ve rnor-Geaeral'$ answer, 
and the Vizier's proposed modifications thereof were fully discussed at a 
conference holden between the Governor-General and his Excellency the 
Vizier on the 21th of the same month. In consequence of this confer¬ 
ence, it was mutually agreed, that certain of the articles of the original 
paper of propositions should he altogether omitted, and that the Gover¬ 
nor-General's reply io the 3rd article should be modified in conformity 
to the suggestion of his Excellency the Vizier. At the same conference 
his Excellency the Vizier, adverting to the Governor-Generals sugges¬ 
tion in his reply to the 2nd article, that the Vizier should appoint, some 
person to conduct, in the quality of minister, the ordinary details of pub¬ 
lic affairs, proposed to constitute and appoint his second son Mirza Ah. 
iucd All Khaim to act in that capacity. The Governor-General at the same 
conference deemed it to be expedietu to declare to his Lxcellency the 
Vizier, the general principles which, in hid Lordship's judgment, should 
regulate the connexion mid intercourse between the two states, as result¬ 
ing from the treaty concluded between the honorable Company and his 
Excellency the Vizier, on the 10th of November 1801. With a view to 
obviate all future doubts on the subject and result of these communi¬ 
cations and conferences, the Governor-General now commits to wri¬ 
ting the final detennination of the several points discussed between his 
Lordship and the Vizier, and affixes hU seat and signal are to this paper, 
and directs the Secretary in the political department.* who was present at 
every conference, and who interpreted between the Governor-General and 
the Vizier, to countersign this paper. 


Mr. fkhnonstonc. 
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paper of the 2%nd, the proposed explanations and injunctions 
were stated to the Resident by me in his Excellency’s pre¬ 
sence. 

Since my departure from Lucknow his Excellency has 
made several payments on account of the arrear of subsidy, 


Pro posit ions. 
Insert 3rd Article. 


Insert the 4thArticle* 
Insert the 6th Article. 


Insert the 6th Article, 


Let liis Lordship have 
the goodness to transmit 
orders to the honour¬ 
able Henry Wellesley 
upon the following- 
points* 

Ail criminals will be reciprocally surrendered, Insert the 1st of the 
hut the subjects of both states, who shall not be separate Articles, 
accused of capital crimes, should be at liberty to 
pass freely from one country to the other, and 
to be established reciprocally in either. 

AH balances now or hereafter due to the Sir- Insert the 2nd of se- 
car Co be adjusted within a reasonable time, and parate Articles, 
engagements to be taken to this effect from all 
persons in balance. 

None of the Nabob's Aumik are now employ¬ 
ed in the ceded provinces. 

Any property of this description which the Insert the 3rd of the 
Niwvaub shall satisfy the Lie uL-Gove mono be- separate Articles, 
long to his Excellency, will of course be deli¬ 
vered over to his servants. 


Answers. 

Unobjectionable, and this proposition shall bo 
observed. The Resident shall be furnisher! hy 
his Excellency the Nabob Vizier with ail the in¬ 
formation necessary to establish the justice of 
the proceedings, try vouchers and proofs. 

This is perfectly wise and proper. 

The administration of justice in the Begum’s 
Juggler must be under the Nabob's authority, 
and the Begum’s servants must be subject to it. 
The authority of the Nabob’s Courts will be en« 
forced by the British power. 

The Govern or-General proposes to take all the 
matters depending between the Nabob and Be¬ 
gum into full consideration, and to effect a set¬ 
tlement between the Begum and the Nabob on 
just, equitable, and permanent principles. 
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and I entertain a confident expectation that the whole arrear 
will be completely discharged within the period specified by 
hb Excellency. 

In compliance with my repeated request, the Vizier pro¬ 
ceeded to the reduction of his military establishment in eon- 


Orders shall he issued accordingly* 

Orders will be issued for the .settlement of this 
account. 

The treaty has been sent. 

The Governor-General concurs in this proposi- 
Linn, and considers Mlrza Ahmed All Kliaun 10 
have been appointed accordingly. 


In conformity to his Excellency's desire, the 
proposed explanation and injunctions were stated 
to the Resident by the Governor-General, in bis 
Excellency's presence, on the 24th of February- 


Insert the 4th of the 
separate Articles* 

Insert the 5th of the 
separate Articles. 

Insert the (>th of the 
separate Articles* and 
omit the rest. 

The Nabob Vizier pro¬ 
poses that bis son Mir- 
za Ahmed AH Khaim be 
appointed to the situa¬ 
tion of minister for the 
affairs of his govern¬ 
ment* 

I hope from bis Lord- 
ship's kindness, that his 
Lordship will, in my pre¬ 
sence, explain all the 
foregoing points to the 
ReaidenLand direct him 
to act ia conformity to 
them; and that bis Lord- 
ship will also enjoin the 
Resident, after his Lord¬ 
ship's departure to oc¬ 
casion no delay or im¬ 
pediment in my depar¬ 
ture whenever I may 
choose to set out, and 
to assist me In the pre¬ 
parations for my jour¬ 
ney. 


The Governor-General now proceeds to state the general principles by 
which the connexion and intercourse between the two states are to be re¬ 
gulated henceforth. 

By the terms of the treaty concluded between the British Government 
and his Excellency the Vizier, on the 10th of November 1801, his Ex¬ 
cellency the Nabob's authority is to be completely established within 
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to the treaty, before my departure from Lucknow, 
and I have the satisfaction to learn that the prescribed reduc¬ 
tions are now nearly completed* 

It U my intention, as soon as the state of public affairs may 
admit, to prepare a detailed plan for the administration of 
the Vizier’s dominions, founded on that which shall be esta¬ 
blished within the ceded provinces. 

In pursuance of the intention which I expressed to his 
Excellency of entering on the consideration of ail matters 
depending between his Excellency and the Bhow Begum his 
Excellency's grandmother, and of effecting a settlement be¬ 
tas reserved domiiifcma and to be exercised through his Excellency^ town 
officers and servants, the British Government having engaged to gua¬ 
rantee the establishment and exercise of his Excellency's authority within 
his reserved dominions, and the Governor-General will never depart from 
this engagement. Hid Excellency hm engaged to establish, within his 
reserved douuinoos, such a system of administration as shall be conducive 
to the prosperity of his subjects, and he calculated to secure the lives ami 
property of the inhabitants. 

This system of administration is to be carried into effect by his Excel¬ 
lency's own officers and servants, and by his own authority. 

His Excellency bas also engaged always to advise with, and to act in 
conformity to, the counsel of the officers of the honourable Company. 

In the establishment therefore of an improved system of administration 
within tiie reserved dominions, and al^o in all affairs connected with the 
ordinary government of those dominions, and with the usual exercise of his 
Excellency bs established authority, the Vizier has engaged to advise with 
the British Government, and to conform to its counsels. 

Those counsels will always be offered to his Excellency in the form of 
Trie why advice, ami in the spirit of reciprocal confidence, and of mutual 
regard and respect. 

The Governor-General, when the importance of the subject shall re¬ 
quire, anil the nature of the occasion shall admit his immediate inter¬ 
course with the Vizier, will offer the advice of the British Government 
to his Excellency, by a direct communication either in person or toy letter. 

The British Resident at Lucknow, however, is the constituted local 
representative of the British Government, ami the ordinary and cstn- 
bHished channel of communication in all cases whatever. 

The Resident will therefore, in the common course of business, offer to 
the Vizier the advice of the British Government, in the name of the 
Governor-General; and in every case which may require the Resident to 
state such advice, it is to be received as proceeding immediately from the 
Go ve mor-Ge n eral. 

Such advice will be offered by the Resident in ah practicable cases, under 
the genera] or specific orders of the Governor-General- 
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ftu: Begum and his Excellency on just, equitable, and 
Permanent principles, I directed her Highness's confidential 
agent, Daraiib Alt Khaim, whom the Begum deputed to 


meet me at Lucknow, to accompany me on my return to 
Benares, with the view to enter into a discussion of the se¬ 
veral points of difference at .issue between the Begum and 
the Vizier. The pressure of other urgent business, however, 
precluded the practicability of this discussion, I, therefore, 
merely received from Daiaub Ali KImun an explanation and 
statement of the Begum's demands and expectations from 
the Vizier and the British Government, with the design of 
entering into the consideration of them at some more favour¬ 
able opportunity. I shall communicate to the Board here¬ 
after the details of this subject, and the measures which I 


propose to adopt for the adjustment of all questions depend¬ 
ing between the Vizier and the Begum. 

It is my x intention to prepare, at the earliest practicable 


The Rodent must advise the Nabob with perfect cordiality, and must 
employ every endeavour to coincide with hi* Excellency in an imiform 
course of measures, ami to unite sincerely with his Excellency in carrying 
into effect exclusively, under his Excellency's authority* and through his 
Excellency's officers, those measures which shall he determined upon in 
conformity to the counsels of the .British Government, in cases redtiir- 
ing the aid of lie British Government, or the assistance of the British 
troops, they shall be employed ace rding to the exigency of the occasion. 

The Resident must conduct himself towards the Nabob Vizier, on all 
occasions! with the utmost decree of respect, conciliation, and attention, 
nitd must maintain cordial union and harmony in all transactions, and 
must endeavour to impart strength ami stability to hh Excellency's 
authority. v 

The Resident must never proceed to act iri the affairs of the reserved 
dominions without previous consultation with his Excellency, or with his 
minister j and the Resident must, in the first instance, observe strict s*. 
creey with regard to the subject of such consultations, until the measures 
to be adopted shall be finally determined. 

Under these regulations the Governor-General expects that the Nabob 
Vizier will act in conformity to the advice and representations of the 
Resident j and as no question of difficulty remains between the British Go¬ 
vernment and bis EiceHency, the Governor-General entertains a confident 
hope, that no future vexation can occur in the transaction of affairs. 

Welleblxv. 

(A true copy.) 

N. B. Bdmohstonf, 

Persian Secretary 
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>mod of time, a representation to his Excellency the Vizier 
on tliy subject of the regular payment of pensions* in con¬ 
formity to the declaration which I made to his Excellency at 
the opening of my conferences with him at Lucknow, 


Wellesley. 


No, ctxxxn. 

The EaA of Nueurtnen to the Marquess iTtlUMetj. 

Lrssimoure, near Bully money, Marrh 23, 1802- 
Mv dear Loud, [Received Sept, 5 th, 1802,] 

I t would be natural for you to expect some news in a letter 
that comes to you from such a distance, but I am almost 
incapable of sending you any, for I have been retired to this 
place upwards of nine months past, and have never stirred a 
dozen miles from it during the whole time. If I had not 
been a little wiser than some people thought me, this letter 
might be dated from the India control office, but thank God, 
I was allowed to let that cup pass from me. Yon may easily 
imagine how bitter a draft it would have been to me, though 
I hear my Lord Dartmouth does not dislike it. 

Sir William Temple says, that a man should quit gallantry 
at forty, and public business at fifty. I added tea years to 
the latter term and extended it to sixty, at the end of which, 
(after six-and-thirty years service in a greater variety of em¬ 
ployments than has often fallen to any mans share,) it was 
surely not too soon to claim the privilege of an Emeritus ; but 
indeed, had I been younger and abler, I could not with any 
pleasure have born a part in the political drama that has 
been lately acted. Not that I would be understood to ven¬ 
ture passing any censure upon it; J have been too distant 
from the scene, and too imperfectly informed to be guilty of 
so much presumption. They who signed the preliminaries 
must have known, whut I did not; they must have known our 
own affairs to be worse, and those of the enemy to be much 
better than I had any idea of; they must have been sure, 
(which I could not be) that the time and the terms were too 
good and too favourable for them to hesitate upon, and they 
must have had reasons, (to which I was a stranger,) for their 
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singular confidence in Buonaparte. Other wise, when I re¬ 
collected that we had annihilated the French, Spanish* and 
Dutch marines, that we had taken from the enemy every thing 
we wished to take, (Egypt the last,) and that in the course of 
an eight years war, wo had not. lost an inch of our own ter¬ 
ritory, I scarcely conceived % tlmt we should be compelled 
to part with Malta, the Cape of Good Hope, and Tobago. 
Malta would have secured our Mediterranean importance, 
and been a barrier against future Egyptian projects. Your 
Lordship knows the value of the Cape as well as any man, and 
I know that Trinidad will be u very precarious possession to 
its, whilst we have an enemy behind us in Tobago* 

But enough upon a subject, which you must already be 
perfectly master of, as I believe you have the best corres¬ 
pondents in the world, and living almost entirely out of it* as 
I do, I have none that go much beyond the intelligence, or 
speculations of a common newspaper, J have not indeed* 
much cultivated my political acquaintance of late, for I know 
not how it is, but 1 had so many objects to amuse and endear 
my retirement here, that I every day grow less inquisitive* 
and feel less interested in what is passing abroad. The event 
that has been of all others the most gratifying to me, is the 
union of Great Britain add Ireland, which I have had the 
happiness of seeing recently accomplished, and which I trust, 
not only secures the salvation of both, but will render them 
more flourishing and powerful than ever. 

I shall be obliged to return to England in two or three 
months, on account of some business which imperiously calls 
me there, otherwise I should not think of leaving this place 
for a great while. Though the country around me is wild, 
and the inhabitants consimilor* yet this place in itself is very 
beautiful, and every day becoming more so. I have placed 
an inscription over my gateway, which, if you will allow the 
authority of Ausonius for the quantity of one adverb,* I will 
venture to submit to the rigour of your prosody. 

Sab bib 4 ertate Quicti, 

Hos avitos agros, hus aides auctas et ornatast. 


D.D.D. 


Oeorgius Corner de Macartney in patrium rfedux. Anno salutis, 1800* 


* Fete, 





magnuai. 


magnum. 


veneramur A varum 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, TO 

Erin nos gamut* vldit nos Africa, G&ngem 
Uauaioms, Europaeque plagas ferb visimud oames* 
Nee Intuit regie primfcm patefaeta Coluuib 
Sinarum Heuit dextrin tetigisac Tyniniu 
Tartaricos monies, my rum et transtender 
Tarbi%ue impavidi teutavimua silta I 
Ooslbus et varus sicti terrftque aArio 
Sistimtia fak tandem, atque u 



Adieu, my dear Lord, I think when we parted at the Cape 
you talked of five years as being the term proposed for your 
residence in India; if your mind continues the same in that 
respect, we may flatter ourselves with the hopes ofseeiug you 
in the course of next year. 

Nothing could give greater pleasure to him, who is with 
every sentiment of respect, esteem and regard. 

My dear Lord, 

Most sincerely yours, 

Macartney* 


No. CLXXXHL 

Lord Clive to the Marqum WtUetley. 

My deae Loud, fort St. George, 14th September/ 1802* 

At the time the Britannia sailed from England, the belief 
of my being upon my passage home was so complete, that I 
am not only without information from my political friends, but 
have not even received a hue from any of my family* And as 
I cannot expect an answer in less than two months to toy des¬ 
patch of February last, announcing the suspension of my 
departure in consequence of your Lordship s sentiments made 
known to me by Major Malcolm, I must necessarily remain in 
a state of doubt and anxiety with respect to the nomination 
of my successor, and the period of my being relieved, unless 
your Lordship's communications from home shall enable 
you to supply my want of information* I need not say 
how much x shall fee! indebted for any intelligence res¬ 
pecting these points, or the situation of the government ot 
Fort St. George, which, during the temporary cessation of 
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correspond filler, your Lordship may have the kindness 
to honour mo with, and under these circumstances, I am at 
a loss whether I ought to continue to avai! myself of your 
lordship's permission to detain the Swallow, and as I am 
unwilling to keep her without a pressing necessity from any 
service your Lordship may wi^h to employ her upon, I submit 
her future destination to your consideration, requesting your 
Lordship to determine that point, according to your judg¬ 
ment, upon the probable contingency of the speedy arrival of 


my successor in India* 

I hove great satisfaction in being able to inform your Lord- 
ship, that I have just received a private communication of the 
arrangement for the commutation of the military service of 
of the western Polygars, for a money payment, having been 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion with those chieftains, by 
Mr* Stratton, the collector of western Peiswah. The increase 


of revenue is one lac seventy-eight thousand pagodas. 

I remain always with the greatest regard and esteem. 
My dear Lord, 

Most faithfully youps, 


Clive. 


No. CLXXXXV. 

* 

The Marquess IVelkf ley to Lord Cliite. 

My duar Lord, Fort William, September 14,1802. 

Your Lordship's kind indulgence, and your knowledge of 
the multiplied, complex, and vexatious affairs, which, have 
required my personal attention for some time past, will have 
induced you to forgive the omissions, which have occurred in 
niy private correspondence with you. I have endeavoured 
to supply the defect as far as might be possible by means of 
Major Malcolm's letters; but 1 am still aware that I must rely 
much on your Lordship’s accustomed candour, and consider- 
tion of tiie extreme difficulty and labour of my situation, 
in the present strange crisis. 

I desired Major Malcolm to apprize you of my cheerful 
acquiescence in your Lordship’s desire to detain the Swallow 
Packet, for your eventual conveyance to Europe, in case the 
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Court of Directors should be pleased to ^end out a successor 
to your Lordship previously to the proposed time of your 
return to Europe* In detaining the Swallow at your desire, 
1 felt that I made but a trivial acknowledgement of respect to 
your Lordship's eminent public services under my adminis¬ 
tration, I trust that your Lordship will repose implicit con¬ 
fidence in my resolution to discharge towards you (in every 
situation* and under every possible state of circumstances and 
events) the duty which I owe to your high personal claims* 
and the respect due to your father's memory, 

riie time is not distant when the nuts on and the crown will 
ff el their obligations to your Lordship* and will acknowledge 
strength of those securities, which you have added to the 
empire acquired by your illustrious father* 

Ever, my dear Lord, 

With the greatest regard* 

Your faithful and affectionate servant, 
Wellesley* 


No* CLXXXV. 

The Right hi on. Lord Hobart to the Marquem fVdhdey* 

Downing Street, Sth May, 1302. 

My Loro, [Received at Fort William, IStli Sept. 1802.] 

Your Lordship will already have received the intelligence 
which I had the honour to transmit to you, in my letter of 
the 88th ultimo, of the favourable termination of the nego¬ 
tiation at Amiens, by the conclusion of a definitive treaty of 
peace between his Majesty and the Governments of France, 
Spain and Holland, the ratifications of which treaty have 
been finally exchanged. 

In congratulating your Lordship upon an event which 1ms 
so effectually strengthened our power in India, by the annex¬ 
ation of the island of Ceylon to the British crown; and in 
adverting to the occurrences which have principally contri¬ 
buted to produce it, the brilliant services of our army in 
Egypt, and the entire expulsion of the French from that 
country, claim the first consideration; and I feci a peculiar 




THE MARQUESS WE JULES LEY, 




^^^fication in having to*convey to your lordship his Ma¬ 
jesty's most gracious approbation of your conduct in applying 
the whole of the troops that you had caused to be assembled 
at Ceylon and Bombay, to an united effort] in co-operation 
with his Majesty’s forces and those of the Ottoman porte, for 
the attainment of that important object. 

The ability and energy manifested by your Lordship in 
the essential aid which you administered to the efforts made 
in Europe to frustrate the designs of the French are marked 
with the same character that so eminently distinguished the 
memorable and triumphant operations of the Mysore war, 
and the alacrity and dispatch with which you executed the 
plans of co-operation you had so wisely concerted, and the 
very judicious arrangements made by your Lordship for that 
purpose, have accordingly received his Majesty’s most gra¬ 
cious approbation. 

His Majesty’s pleasure relative to the return of the Indian 
army from Egypt, having been already communicated to your 
Lordship, I have nothing further to add upon that subject* 

In the papers transmitted by your Lordship to the Presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Control, 1 have adverted particularly to 
your correspondence with Admiral Rainier upon the subject 
of your proposed attack upon the Mauritius, and although 
from the cordiality and zeal in the prosecution of the public 
service, which has distinguished the Admirals conduct upon 
all occasions, no doubt can be entertained that his dissent to 
co-operate with your Lordship in that expedition, proceeded 
from a sense of duty on his part, I am to express his Majesty’s 
entire approbation of the general principles laid down by 
your Lordship in your letter of the 5th of February, 1801,* 
with respect to the conduct of the naval and military services. 
It being of the utmost importance that it should be explicitly 
understood that in the distant possessions of the British 
empire during the existence of war, the want of the regular 
authority should not preclude an attack upon the enemy in 


* The letters here adverted to by Lord Hobart are given in the Ap- 
pendbej as illustrative of an important principle in Colonial government; 
the Governor-Gen end’s letter to Admiral Rainier of the 30th of February, 
1803, la also appended, as shewing the cause of the change in the pro¬ 
jected expedition [Ed,] 
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any case that may appear calculated to promote the public 
interests. 

I have the honour to be, &e, 

Hobart. 


No. CLXXXVL 

Ihe Man\uvss Welledtij to the Right ihnwmtbk Lord Hobart r Sectary 
of State for ike War Department, 

M\ r LoiU>, Fort William, October 2> 1802. 

1. J have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
I&rdsbip’s letter under elate the 5th of May, 180£, which 
reached Fort William on the 18th ultimo, and I request your 
Lordship to accept my congratulations on the conclusion of 
peace between liie Majesty and the Governments of France 
and Holland. 

2. 1 have derived peculiar satisfaction from reflecting on 
the effect of those stipulations in the definitive treaty, by 
which the island of Ceylon is annexed to the British Crown; 
and I concur entirely in your Lordship’s sentiments with 
regard to the important accession of strength which has been 
secured to the British power in India, by the final annexation 
of that valuable possession to this empire. 

3. I request your Lordship to submit to his Majesty, my 
most dutiful and grateful acknowledgements for the distin¬ 
guished honour which his Majesty lias been pleased to confer 
upon me in signifying to me through your Lordship, his most 
gracious audparticular approbation of my endeavours to apply 
in the most effectual manner the forces under my command, 
to the important object of co-operating with his Majesty’s 
forces from Europe, and with those of the Ottoman Porte, 
in the expulsion of the French from Egypt. 

k The terms in which your Lordship has conveyed his 
Majesty’s royal pleasure to me demand the warmest return 
of my gratitude and satisfaction; and I assure your Lordship 
that the favourable opinion which you are pleased to express 
of my services in the conduct of the several operations of the 
army, entrusted to my government and command during the 
late arduous contest, has furnished a most grateful addition 
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to the honour which 1 have received from his Majesty on 
this occasion* 


I have the honour to be, &c* 


Wellesley. 


No, CLXXXVII. 


The Marques# fFeUextei/ to the Right If vnourable Lord ffnbart, fye. 


My Lord, 


Fort William, October 2, 1 802. 


1, I have the honour to enclose for your LordsMp-s infer-' 
imition, an extract of a letter from Mr, Stratton, his Majesty's 
Charge B’Affaires at the Ottoman Porte, with a copy of the 
translation of a letter to my address, from the Kauyim M o- 
laYm received at Fort William, on tlie 19th September. 

2, Your Lordship will observe by these documents, that 
the Grand Seignior has been pleased to confer on me, the 
order of the Crescent of the first rank, as a mark of his High¬ 
ness's approbation and favourable opinion, and of his sense 
of the services rendered by die Indian army in Egypt, 

3 , I request that your Lordship will be pleased to submit 
these documents to his Majesty, and to communicate to me 
the notification of his royal pleasure with regard to my final 
acceptance of the honour conferred on me by the Ottoman 
Porte, 

4 Having already received his Majesty's most gracious 
approbation of the same services, which the Porte has no¬ 
ticed by this mark of distinction, and h iving understood that 
his Majesty had been pleased to permit British subjects to 
accept similar honours from the Grand Seignior, T have 
deemed myself to be at liberty to accept, and to wear the 
insignia of the order until I can receive the notification of his 
Majesty's pleasure, and I have also directed Major-General 
Baird, and other officers, who had received similar honours 
in Egypt to wear them in India, until further orders may be 
signified by his Majesty, 

5, My object in pursuing this course was to avail myself 
of the advantage to be derived in the consideration of the 
numerous class of British subjects in India professing the 
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Mussulman .faith, hy a puttie manifestation of the amity and 
alliance subsisting between Ms Majesty, and the supreme 
head of the Mahomed an church, and of the estimation and 
honour in which the British Government and army of India 
are held by the Ottoman Porte. 

6. The policy of endeavouring to unite our subjects of the 
Mussulman faith in sentiments of respect for the British Go¬ 
vernment, and to mitigate their prejudices by every practi¬ 
cable means of conciliation, must he obvious to your Lordship's 
experience in the affair^ of India. Adverting to these con¬ 
siderations, I trust that the course which I have pursued in 
consequence of the honour conferred oti me by the Porte, 
will meet his Majesty’s gracious approbation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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A* 

Creutif for cementing* the friendship and tdCntnnr between the Honourable 
Company mid his Exvdhm t? the Hqfak of Tanjore, and for t UiMhhinp 
the Government of Tanjore on n p* rintment foundation.* 

Nov. 2(!, 171'!). 

Whereas the stipulations and conditions of the treaty of 1793, conducted be¬ 
tween the Honourable Sir Charles* Qakeley, Baronet, Governor in Council at Fort 
St. George, ami his EkcoHency Ameer Sing, late Rajah, of Tagore, have been found 
Imidcqutuc to the intentions of the contracting parties; and whereas his Excel¬ 
lency Mafia Rnjah SerfojeE, Rajah of Tatijore, has, by a certain instrument under 
his signature, previous to his elevation to the Musnud of his ancestors, engaged 
to consent to such arrangements as may be deemed expedient for the better ma¬ 
nagement of the country of Tanju re, particularly for the due adininistiRtioo of 
justice,, and also Tot securing to the Honourable English East India Company, a 
regular discharge of their existing and future demands on T&njore i wherefore the 
present treaty is concluded between bis Excellency Serfojec, Rajah of Tanjore, on 
hts own part, and Be ryaroin Torin, Esq., Resident atTanjorc, on behalf of the Coin)- 
[’imy, being in vested with full powers by the Right Honourable the Karl of Mor- 
n mgton Rehauder, Governor-G cue rai of Bengal, according to the following 
Articles:— 

Art, 1. Such parts of all former treaties with the former Rajahs of Tanjore, ns 
are intended to establish the friendship and alliance between the Honourable 
Company and. Bis Excellency the Rajah of Tan jo re, are hereby strengthened and 
confirmed, and the contracting parties mutually agree that the friends and enemies 
of either shall be considered to he tire friends and enemies ol both, 

A»T. 2. The several provisions heretofore established, for enabling the con' 
Tmeting parties to carry the spirit and intention of the preceding article into exe¬ 
cution, having proved defective, and the result of an enquiry instituted by the 
authority of the Right Honourable the. Governor-General in Council, with the pre¬ 
vious written consent of his Excellency Maha Rajah Serfojee, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the actual state and condition of the country of Tanjore, having proved 
that it is become indispensably necessary to establish a regular and permanent 
for the better administration of the revenue of the said country, it is stipu¬ 
lated and agreed, that all former provisions for securing a partial of temporary 
iuteiferettoe, on the part of the Honourable Cam pan y f in the government, or m 
tlie ml ministration of the revenues of the country of T&njnrc, shall be e hi rely mi- 
nulled, and that in lieu thereof, a permanent system For the collection ot the icve- 
line, and for the administration of justice, shall bo established In the manner here¬ 
after described. - 

Aht. 3. The Honourable Company shall be at liberty, as soon as possible, to 
ascertain, tfctermimk and establish rights of property, and to ftx t reasonable as- 

* Referred m.ai page* mu, lJO, M l, and 11)0. 
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lament upon the several Sou bails , PergrmnriVis, anti village* of the country of 
Tanjore, ami 1o secure a fixed and permanent revenue, and the said aaaeasigjTO 
so ascertained and fixed, shall not be liable to change, but ahall be collected 
according to iked rent rolls, by such officers as shall be appointed for that pur- 
pose. 

Aar, 4. A court, or courts, shall be established for the due administration of 
civil and criminal Justice, under the sole authority of the English East India Com¬ 
pany, The said courts shall be composed of officers to he appointed by the Gover¬ 
nor in Council of Fort St, George for the time being, and shall in no instance what - 
ever, be t objected to the contrcnd, authority, or interference of the said Rgilh* 
but BiiP.ll bm conductei according to such ordinances and regulations (framed with 
it clue regard to the existing laws imd usages of the country,} as shall from time to 
time be enacted and published by the said Governor in Council. 

Ant, *. The revenues shall bo collected according to the rates of assessment to 
be established by the third artide, by the officers to be appointed by the ^id 
Governor in Council for that purpose, and the said Rajah shall exercise no Cpa- 
troul whatever, nor in any manner interfere in the administration of the said 
rcvenucL 

Art. 6. 'Whereas it is stipulated and agreed by the fifth article of the treaty of 
1792, that the payments to be made to the Honourable Company by bis Excel¬ 
lency the Rajah, shall amount to five lacks seventy -four thousand two hundred and 
eighty-five pagodas per annum, under the different denominations of subsidy, I cish- 
cush, public and private rtehta, it is now stipulated and agreed, that these distinc¬ 
tions s>h&il for ever cense, and that the whole revenue shall be collected and ac¬ 
counted for by the said Company, in the manner hereafter provided, the said Com¬ 
pany charging themselves with the payment of that part of the registered private 
debt which haa not already been transferre d to their necoimt- 

Art. 7* In Utmof the a&M stipulations in the fifth article of the treaty ot 1732, 
it if. hereby stipulated ami agreed, that his Excellency the Rajah shall in all cases 
receive annually one Jack of Star Pugodas, which 4 hall be considered to be the first 
charge payable from the net revenues of Tanjort. In addition to the uaid sum ot 
one lack of Star Pagodas, ilia Excellency *hidl receive a proportion of one fifth, to 
bn calculated on the remainder of the not revenue, after deducting all charges 
of collection of whatever description* and the cl^ltge specified in the following 
Article. . it 

Art. It is stipulated and agreed that the sum of twenty-five thou sand btai 
Pagodas shall m all cases he appropriated to the support of the late Rajah Ameer 
Sing, and shall be considered a charge on the revenue, to be deducted previous 
to the calculation of the proportion of one-fifth above mentioned. The residue 
ot the revenues, after the foregoing deductions, shall be at the disposal of the said 

Company , r 

ART. 9* It is stipulated and agreed, that the Rajah shall be treated on all occa¬ 
sions, In his own territories, as well as in those of the Company, with all the 
attention, respect, mid honour, which is due to a friend and ally of the British 

nation. . 

Art, 10. Whereas him Excellency the Rajah has had occasion to complain of 
inconvenience to his Excellency and his servants, from the present mode oi gar“ 
riaonlng his Excellency's hereditary fort of Tanjore by a part of the Honourable 
Company's troops, it is stipulated and agreed, with a view to the accommodation 
and satisfaction of Ills Excellency, that the said fort of ran]ore shall be evacuated 
by the Company's troops entirely, and that bis Excellency shall be at full liberty 
to garrison the said fort in such manner as to him shall seem, fit. Provided a - 
ways, that in the event of an invasion of the territories of the Company, or oi 
their allies, or in the event of any failure in the due performance of the engage¬ 
ments contracted by his Excellency the Rajah, the said Company shall ugain hn\ e 
power to occupy the said fort as a military post for the protection and mutual 
interests nf the contracting parties; the sakl Company binding them selves to 
evacuate the said tort as soon as the reasons for re occupying it shall no longer 
exist, . .. 

Art. 11. His Excellency the Rajah stipulate* and agrees, that the said fort snail 
in no case whatever become nn asylum for public offenders, orftu persons desirous 
of escaping from the jurisdiction of the courts of civil or criminal justice, or from 
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.Wa5^thority oT the rcvenue officcra, or of any other branch of the authority of 
g Honourable Company; and His Excellency the Rajah further agrees to deliver 
up till such persona without delay, on application from wuch officer or officers as 
the Governor in Council of Fort St, George shall appoint for the purpose, 

ABT. 12. In complaints brought before any of the courts of justice, in which 
it shall appear* either by the application of the Rajah, or the representation of the 
defendant, at nr before the Lime of giving in his or her answer, or by the petition 
of the complainant, that both parties itfre relations, or servants, or dependants of 
his Excellency, or Mhabitwits usually resident within the fort of Taojore, it ia 
stipulated and agreed, that such parties shall, in the first instance, be referred for 
justice to the Rajah, or to any person he may appoint to dispense it; any eum- 
pltunt against the Rajahs relations, immediate servants, or others, redding in the 
fort of Tanjore, by persons of a different description, shall in the first instance be 
* made to the Company's representative at Tanjore, who shall prefer it to his Ex¬ 
cellency ; the Rajah hereby engages to order an immediate investigation to be 
hilde in his court of justice, or in cose the parties should desire it, to order the 
dispute to be referred to a proper arbitration ; Mis Excellency engaging to bring it 
to a direct issue, and to carry the sentence or award, if unfavourable to his rela¬ 
tion 01 servant, into immediate execution. 

Axt. 13. In order that his Excellency the Rajah may have full satj faction in 
respect to thi revenues of the territory hereby subjected to the management of 
the Company, his Excellency shall be at liberty to insect the accounts of the 
head Cutclierry, or collectors treasury, from time to time, or to station a Vaked* 
or accountant, at hi a own expense, for the purpose of taking and transmitting to 
his Excellency, cupies of any, or of all the accounts which shall be recorded in the 
head Cutcherry, or t reasury of the collector. 

Art. 14. Whereas a certain annual Petxhcush, amounting to two thousand 
Chukruma, is payable hy the Danish Government of Trtuaquebar, for lands held of 
the Rajah of Tanjore, in the vicinity of that place, it is stipulated and agreed, 
that the said Pei&hcush shall continue to be received by his Excellency the Rajah , 
without any deduction from His Excellency's proportion off the revenue, a* herein 
before stipulated. 

A xt. 15. And whereas it is necessary to the convenience and comfort of hie 
Excellency the Rajah, that certain supplies of rice, gram, and other grain, should 
be supplied for the use of his Excellency the Company bind themselves to furnish 
the said supplies, as often as the Rajah shall find it necessary to apply for this 
purpose, his Excellency binding himself to pay for the said grain, with the charge 
of transportation, at the rate 'of the current prices for the time being. 

This Treaty, consisting of fifteen Artides, being settled this day, the £5th of 
October, 1799, corresponding to the 12th of Alpeshy, in the year Sedhartey, by 
Benjamin Torin, Esq., on the part of, and in the name of, the Right Honourable 
Richard, Earl of Mornington, Governor General aforeSf id, and by his Excellency 
Maiia Rajah Serfajee Rajah, on his own part, the said Benjamin Farm, 13 wp has 
delivered to his Excellency Muha R^jah Berfojee Rajah, one copy of the same, 
signed and sealed by himself; and hia Excellency Mttha Rajah Scrfojee Rajah has 
delivered to Benjamin Turin, Esq* another copy of the same, sealed and signed 
by himself. And Benjamin Torin, Esq. engages that the said Treaty shall be rati¬ 
fied by the Right Honourable the Governor General, wider hie seal and signature, 
within forty-five days from the date hereof* 

Benjamin Torin, Resident. 

Ratified by the Right Honourable the Governor General in. Council, at Eort 
William, on the 26th day of November, A.D. 1799* 
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Art wit* of' Jprtcement between the FhnmmUe hast India Company and 
their Mccemra and the Nabob Xasm^d-Detn Khan, 4 *. fa and his 
fafa and Mweitim, for the bett+r Mtnuiht ration 4/ the Government oj 
the City of Sm ut rnd its dependencies, 

Whereas the homwr able English tot TmikCompanyhiivf-tenaubjnctotl temtovy 
CX u enSC for the protection of the city of Surat, and w|fer«M the existing «y*tem 
„MuU rna! government in the md city to tag Foand Itowuate Jo the prqt|t- 
tioti of the [jevr.one and property of the inhabitants; and vthneaa the Ri n Ut 
iwmMl the Earl of Mominerton, Governor-General of the British toBHesmane ui 
Indi a nod the Nabob -tour&d-Dttii, &c. are mutually dcairous of providing uum 
eilVatually foi the external defence of the city of Surat, and * DV the a - !ff f Ftty> 
tW md ifalifptiieas of the inhabitants, the following articles of agreement are 
SStadcdontehaif of the honourable English India Company and i-htir successor, 
bv the honvntahlo Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay, vested with Mpowm 
for that purpose by the mid Governor*General on the One part, and by the Nabob 
Nasur-nd-Deen, and Ms heirs and successors, oft the other part. 

Aft T i The friendship aitbsbtihg between the hone umble English Company 
mid the Nabob NaatiMid-tou Khan, ft* feu. is hereby ^reugthenf d and non, 
firmed, and the friends and the enemies of one shall be considered to be tire fi lends 

^ Aar^TVl'fe NabobN’«auf-uil-T>ttn agrees, that the management and collection 
ot the revenue of the city of Surat, and of the 

dencic* thereof f the administration of Civil and criminaljustice. and, generally, 
whole civil and military government of the said city and its dependencies, shall bo 
vest al for ever, entirely and exclusively in the honourable English Company 
JCw, th It fa agreed, that thv Nabob shall be treated, on all occasions, with the 
Game respect and distinction as bis predecessors. n , 

Art 4. The English Company agree to pay to the Nabob Kmir^td-Bu.n ai d 
hU heirs, out of the revenue* of Surat and Us dependnides, in. four 
terly pnvments, one lack of rupees annually, which shah be considered to 
firatcWrge payable from the said rcua^. The Company also engage to pay to 
ihe^t Nabob und his heirs, in addition to the above-mentioned lac ot 
proportion of onwlfth port of the annual revenues now arising, or which may here* 
after arise, from the said city, and its dependencies, after dcductmg 
ruiices the sum payable to the Mahmttas and the charges of collection. The re* 
si due of the revenues, alter the foregoing ded actions, shall be at the disposal of 

th VC 1 that the Nabob may, at till times, bavt: full satiiifaetion in 

res „ eq t to tlit revenues of Surat and its dependencies, he the said Nabob shall be 
at liberty to inspect all the accounts thereof, from tune to tune, or to station a 
Vakeel or accountant, at his own expense, in all or any m the offices of collection, 
for the pnrpofie of taking and tranamltttag to bis Excellency copies of fill or anj ot 
the no ounts of the said revenues . . , . . 

Anr G Courts shall be established for the due administration of civil and cri¬ 
minal justice; which courts, agreeably to the stfriilatioM m the second artide 
shall ii under the sole authority of the English tot India Company. 

Court shall be composed of officers to be appointed by the Governor in —Lo* 
Bombay for the time bring, and shall he conducted according to such ordinajice 
aTid regulations (framed with a due regard to the existing jaws and usages of the 
country) as ^baH, from time to time, be published by thrsaid Governor in council 
Art". 7. In complaints brought before the courts of justice, in which it shall 
appear, either by the application of the Nabob, or the representation ******* 
dint, at or before the time of giving in his or her answer, or by the petition oi the 
complainant, that both parties fire relations or servants of the l J J * agietd, 

that such parties si,ah, in the first instance, be referred for justice to tin: Nabob, 
or to any person he may appoint to dispense it Any complaint against the ldn* 
tions or immediate servants of the Nabob by persons of h different deacnp >un. 
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shall, in the first instance, be made to the chief civil servant at Surat. who shall 
refer it to the Nabob, who hereby engages to order no immediate investigation to 
be made, or in case the parties should desire it, to order the disputes to be referred 
to a proper arbitration, the Nabob engaging to bring it to a direct issue, and to 
carry the sentence or awiird, if unfavourable to his relation or servant, into imme¬ 
diate execution. 

By order of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in council, 

(Signed) G. H. Barlow, 

Chief Secretary to the Government, 
N. B- The above is the copy of the treat} an transmitted from the Governor- 
General in council of Bengal to the Governor in council of Bombay, on the 10th of 
March, 1800, and was ultimately agreed to, without any alteration, by the Nabob 
of Surat, on the 13th May, 1800. 


APPENDIX C, 

Treaty of pcvpetmi and general defensive ullhtnee t between the Honourable 
the English East India Company and kh Highness the Nabob Ntmm ut. 
Mulk Asoph Jah Behauder> Soubahdat of the her tin, his children /heirs^ and 
successors; .willed bu Captain James Aefrilles Kirkpatrick* Resident at 
the Court of his Higdmessy by virtue of the powers deleg ated to him by 
the most noble Richard Marquess H'eUesky, Sfc* 4'C- 4* e * 

Whaeeaa, by the biasing of God, an intimate friendship and union have firmly 
subsisted for a lengt h of time, between the Honourable Company and his Highness 
the Nabob Nizaiq ul Mulk Aflopb Jab Behauder, and have been cemented and 
strengthened by several treaties of a! I lance, to the mutual and manifest advantage of 
both powers, who with uninterrupted harmony and concord, having equally shared 
the fatigues and dangers of war and the blessings of peace, me, in fact, become one 
and the same in interest, policy, friendship, and honour. These powers, adverting 
to the complexion of the Unit s, have determined, on principles of precaution ami 
foresight, ami with & view to the effectual preservation of constant peace and tran¬ 
quillity, to enter into* defensive alliance, for the complete and reciprocal protec¬ 
tion of their respective territories, together with those of their several allies and 
dependants, against the unprovoked aggressions, or unjust iueroachments, of all or 
of any enemies whatever. 

Art. I. The peace, union, and friendship, so long subsisting between the two 
states, shall be perpetual - the friends and enemies of either shall he the friends 
and enemies of both ; and the contracting parties agree, that all the former trea¬ 
ties and agreements between the two states, now in force, and not contrary to the 
tenor of this agreement, shall be confirmed by it. 

Art. 2 . If any power or state whatever shall commit any act of unprovoked 
hostility or aggression against, either of the contracting parties, or against their 
respective dependants or allieft, and, after due representation, shall reutse to ente r 
inter amicable explanation, orshall deny The junt satisfaction or indemnity which the 
contracting parties shall have required, then the contracting parties will proceed to 
concert and prosecute sach farther measures as the case shall appear to demand, 
Art. 3. For the more distinct explanation of the intent and effect of this agree¬ 
ment, the Governor* General, in council, on behalf of the honourable Company, 
hereby declares, that the British Government will never permit any power or slate, 
whatever, to commit with impunity, any act of unprovoked hostility ur aggrea^ioii 
against the rights or territories of his Higbnfiss the Nteum. but will, at all times 
maintain the same, fit the same manner as the rights and territories of the honour¬ 
able Company are now maintained. 

Art. 3 * With a view to fulfil this treaty of general defence and protection, 
his highness the Nabob A soph Jah agree*, that two battalions of Sepoys avid one 


* Referred to at p. Sy5, 
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regiment of cavalry, with a fine propurtmn or guns and artillerymen, shall bo added; 
in perpetuity, to the present permanent subsidiary force of six battalions of Sepoys, 
of bjie thousand flrdodw etch, and one regiment of cavalry, five hundred strong 
(with their proportion of guns and artillerymen), so that the whole subsidiary 
force furnished by the Honourable East India Company to his Highnes* shall 
henceforward consist of eight battalions of Sepoys (or eight thousand firelocks) and 
two regitn#nbi of cavalry (or one thousand horse) with their requisite complement 
o\ guns, European artillerymen, Lascars, and pioneers, fully equipped with warlike 
stores, snd ammunition; which force is to be stationed in perpetuity, in his High¬ 
ness* territories. . . _ 

VaT. 4. The pay of tbe above-mentioned additional force shall ho calculated 
at the rate of the pay of the existing subsidiary 10& and shall commence from 
the day of the entrance of the said additional force into his Highness territories. 

Art. & For the regular payment of the whole expense of the said augmented 
subsidiary force (Cornistlng of eight thousand infantry, one thousand cavalry, and 
their u&ual proportion of artillery) his Highness the Nabob Asaph Jah hereby 
aligns and codes to the honourable East India Company, in j^efcu$y, all the 
territories acquired by hia Highness* under the treaty of Scrmgapafaim, on tire 
1 gth March, 17912, and also blII the territories acquired by his Highness, under the 
treaty of Mysore, on the 22nd June, 1799, according to the schedule annexed to 
this treaty. 

Art*. fL Certain of the territories, ceded by the foregoing article to Hie honour¬ 
able Company, being inconvenient, from their hituation to the northward of the 
river Toomburtflrah, his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah, for the purpose of ren¬ 
dering the boundary line of the honourable Company’s possessions a good and 
well defined one, agrees to retain. the districts hi question, namely, Copul, Gujjm- 
derghur, nnd others (as marked in the annexed schedule) in his own possession; 
and, in lieu thereof, assigns and cedes, in full and in perpetuity, to the honourable 
Company, the district of Acltmi, together with whatever other territory I ’ High- 
nesa may he posse ised of, or is dependant on his Highness 1 * Government:, to the 
south of the Toombuddrah, or to the south of the Kistnah, below the junction of 
those two rivers. 

Art, 7. The territories to be assigned and ceded to the honourable Comply 
by the fifth article, or in consequence of the change stipulated in the sixth article, 
shall bt; subject to the exclusive management and authority of tine ^aid Company 
and of tlieir officers* 

Art. 8* Whereas the actual produce of a considerable portion of the districts 
ceded to the honourable Company by article sixth, la ascertained and acknowledged 
to be greatly inferior to their nominal value, as specified in the schedule annexed 
to this treaty, and the said districts cannot be i xpected, for a Ions course of years, 
to reach their said nominal value ■> and whereas differences might hereafter arise 
between the contracting parties, with respect to the real value of the same, and 
rhe friendship and harmony, happily subsisting' between the contracting parties, 
be disturbed, by discussions relating to the adjustment of accounts of the produce 
and value of the said districts \ in order to preclude all causes of any such future 
difference or discussion between the two states, the said East India Company 
agrees to accept the said districts (with the reservation stated in the sixth article) 
ns a full and complete satisfaction for all demands, on account of the pay and 
charge* of the said subsidiary force, and therefore to whatever extent, or for what¬ 
ever length of time, the actual produce of the said districts shall prove inadequate 
tu the amount of the subsidy payable by his Highness, on account Of the sxid 
subsidiary force, no demands shall ever be made by the honourable Company upon 
the treasury of lm Highness, on account of any such deficiency, or on of 

anv failure In the revenues of the said districts, arising from unfavourable seasons, 
from the calamity of war, or any other cause* His Highness the Nizam, on Ins 
part, with the same friendly views, hereby renounces all claim to any arrears of 
balances which may he due to him from the said districts, at the period of their 
cession to the honourable Company, and also to any eventual excess in the produce 
of the Raid districts beyond the amount of the subsidy payable by bis Highness, 
on account of the said subsidiary force, the true intention and mauling of this 
article being, that the cession of the said districts, and the exchanges stipulated in 
•the sixth article, shall be considered as a final done and termination ^of accounts 





between the contracting parties, with respect to the charges of the said subsidiary 
force* 


Art. 9* After the conclusion of this treaty, and as soon as the British resi¬ 
dent abaft signify co h» Higfinass Asoph Jah, that the honourable Company 1 * 
officers are prepared to take charge of the districts ceded by the fifth article, his 
Highness will immediately issue the necessary Perv.aunabs, or orders, to bis 
officers, to deliver over charge of the same to the officers of the Company ; and it 
is hereby stipulated and agreed, that aft collections made by his Highness’* 
officers, subsequent to the date of the said ftdrwanfiaha, or orders, and before the 
officer# of the v.'ompany shall have taken charge of the said districts, shaft be 
carried to the account of the honourable Company, 

Art* 10, All forts situated within the districts to he Ceded aa aforesaid, ahaft be 
delivered to the officers of the honourable Company with the said districts: and 
hh Highness the Kabob Asoph I ah engages, that the said forts shall be delivered 
to the honourable Company, as nearly as possible in the same state as that in 
which Ids Highness received them. 

Art. 11. 1ft* Highness the Nabob Asoph Jab will continue to pay the subsidy 
of the former subsidiary force, and also that of the additional troops, from his 
treasury, in the same manner an hitherto observed, until the honourable East India 
Company's officers shaft have obtained complete possession from hi* Highnesses 
offWirs Of the country ceded to the said Company by the fifth article. The Com- 
pa r j, will not claim any payments of subsidy frurn hia Highness’s treasury, after 
thiir officer* shall have obtained possession of the said districts from, the officers 
of his Higlmm. 

Art, 12, The contracting parlies will employ all practicable means of concilia- 
fion to prevent the calamity of war; and, for that purpose, will, at all times be 
ready to enter into amicable Explanations with other states, and to cultivate and 
improve the general relations of p?aoe and amity with all the powers of India, 
accord 11 to the true spirit and tenor this defensive treaty, But if a war should 
unto toty break out between the contracting parties and any other power 
whai i^then his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jah engages, that, with the reserve 
of two battalions of Sepoys, which are to remain bear hts Highness** person, the 
residue of the British subsidiary force (consisting of 45 is battalions of Sepoys, an t 
two regiments of cavalry, with artillery) joined by six thovmnd infantry and nine 
thousand horse of his Highness own troops, and making together an army of 
twelve thousand iinfantry, and ten thousand cavalry, with their requisite train of 
artillery, and warlike stores of every kind, abaft be immediately put hi motion, for 
the purpose of opposing the enemy; and his Highness further engagl* tu employ 
every further effort in his power, for the purpose of bringing into thc^ field, as 
speedily as possible, the whole force which lie may be able to supply from his 
dominions, with a view to the effectual prosecution and speedy termination of the 
raid war, the honourable Company, in the same manner, engaging on their nai% 
in this case, to employ in active operations against the enemy, the largest force 
which they may be able to furnish, over and above the said subsidiary force. 

Art. 13* Whenever war shaft appear probable, his Highness the Nabob Asoph 
Jah engages to collect as many Benjarries ns possible, and to store as much grain 
as may be practicable in his frontier garrisons. 

Art* 14. Grain, and all other articles of .onsumption and provisions, and aft 
sorts of materials for wearing apparel, together with the necessary quantity of 
^ attic, horse*, and camels, required For the use of the subsidiary force, shall., in 
ptt-inortion to its present augmentation, be as heretofore, entirely exempted from 
duties. 

Art. 15. Ah by the present treaty the union and friendship of the two states 
are so firmly cemented, as that they may be considered as one and the same, his 
Highness the Nizam engages neither to commence nor to pursue, in future, any 
negotiation? with any other power whatever, without giving previous notice, and 
entering into mutual consultation with the honourable East India Company's 
Government; a *id the honourable Company's Government, on their part, hereby 
declare, that they have no manner of concern with any of his Highness's children, 
relations, subjects, fJ r servants, with respect to whom In* Highness is absolute* 

Art. 16, As, by .he present treaty of general defensive alliance, mutual defence, 
and defence against ail) enemies, are established, \m Highness the Nabob Artofth 
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ah consequently engages, never to commit any act of hostility or aggreti&ion 
against any power whatever; nnd in rile event of differences arising, whatever adjust¬ 
ment of them the Company's Government, weighing matters hi the scale of truth 
and justice* may determine, shall meet with full approbation and acquiescence, 

Art. 17, By the present treaty of general defensive alliance, the ties of union, 
by the hleasing of God* are drawn so dose, that the friends of one party will be 
henceforward considered && the friends of the other, and the enemies of the one 
party ns the enemies of the other; it is t herefore hereby agreed, that if, in future, 
the Shorapoor or Gudwall Zemindars, or any other subject or dependants ot his 
Highness's Government* should withhold the payment of the Sircar's just c laims 
upon them* or excite rebellion or disturbance, the subsidiary force*, or such pro¬ 
portion thereof as may be requisite* after the reajtty of the fact shall be. duly 
ascertained, shall be ready, in concert with his Highness*s own troops, to reduce 
all iiuch offender to obedience; And the particular interests of the two state* 
being now* In every respect, identified, It is further mutually ft greed, that if dis¬ 
turbances shall, at any time, break out in the districts, ceded to the honorable 
Company by this treaty, his High ness the Nabob Asoph Jab shall permit such u 
portion of the subskliaiy force a-s may be requisite, to be employed hi quelling the 
same, within the said districts, ff d is turbtmcea shall, at any time, break out in any 
part of his High n ess's doi'Inions, contiguous to the Company's fro rife, to which 
it might be ineoovenk c ietach any proportion of the subsidiary troops, the 
British Government, in nice manner, if required by his Highness the Nabob t . oh 
lab, shah direct such proportion of the troops of the Company, as may be in *at 
oonvenkntly stationed for the purpose, to assist in quelling the said disturbances 
within his Highness 1 !! dominions. 

Aht. 1< Vf herons, by the favour of Providence, a perfect union, harmony, and 
concord, have long ami ttrmly subsisted between the Honourable hast India Com¬ 
pany, his Highness the Nabob Aeoph J&h* his Highness, the Feshwah Bao Pundit 
Purdinum, and Riyah Rhagqjeo Bhoosillah, therefore should his Rao 

Pundit Puntimuu* and Rajah Rhagqjec lihooaiHah, or either of them , i ess a 
desire to participate in the benefits ,t>f the present defensive alliance, whk ■■ dm- 
latid to strengthen and perpetuate the foundations of general trfcaqudl ty the con- 
trading parties will readily admit both, or either of the said pdfflfera, to he members 
of the present alliance, r>7i aueh term: and conditions as shall appear just and 
expedient to the coot, vac ting parties. 

Art. 13, The contracting parties being p *1.anted by a, sincere desire to promote 
and maintain general tranquillity, will admit JDowIiit Kao Sdndifih to be a parly 
to thi present treaty, whenever he shall satisfy the contracting parties of bis dis¬ 
position to cultivate the relations of peace mid amity with both states, and shall 
give such securities for the maintenance of tranquillity, a* shall appear to the 
contracting partied to bu sufficient. 

SO. This treaty, consisting of twenty articles, being this day settled by 
Captain James Achilles Kirkpatrick with the Nabob Asoph Jab Behauder, Captain 
Kirkpatrick lias delivered one copy thereof* id English and Per sum, signed and 
sealed by himself, to the said Nabob, who, on his port, has also delivered one copy 
of the saftve, duly executed by himself; and Captain Kirkpatrick, by virtue of 
especial authority given to him on that behalf by the most noble the Governor- 
General in council, hereby declares the ■said treaty to be in Full force from the date 
hereof, and engages to proem and deliver to his Highness, in the space of thirty* 
days, u copy of ^be snnu' from the Governor. General in council, in every respect 
the counterpart of that executed by himself; and oii the delivery of such copy "die 
treaty executed hy Captain Kirkpatrick shall be returned, but the additions^ ^ 1l >- 
sidiary force, specified itt the third article, shall be Immediately Require fj; hy Ins 
Highness the Nizam, and furnished by the honourable Company, and all The other 
articles shall bo in full force from this time. 

Signed* sealed, and exchanged, at Hydrabad, on the 12th October, A» mi ° ummi 
1800, or SJJnd Jeromndw* nl Awnl, Anno Htgerne 1215. 

(Signed) J, A. Kl uKP^RfrK, 

Resident. 


(A true copy*) 


Thomas Sydxnhajm, 

secretary to the Eeshtmcy. 
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Schedule of Ms Iftghnm the Nizam*$ territorial mpt fait fans by the treaty 
of See t:i gopa turn, (fated the J8rf May, 17()2, find hy the treaty gf Mysore i 
(fated the 22nd June 17 mdiehkh in conformity to the fifth and forth 
Articles of the annexed treaty t are now, together mth the Tufaofiof Adoni, 
tud aU other Taloofat sitiwtm to the South of th Rivers TmndbUmrah amt 
Kistmh, ceded in fall and m perpetuity to the honour Me Em t India 
Company. 

List of Talooki acquired by the treaty of Seringap at am —Sidhonf, 6 fca looks. 
81,885 C. pagodas; Chhmoor, 6 dn. 65*427; Kumlapoor, 4 do 50,739; Vuo>or* 6 do* 
7Q/84; Pudwail, 3 do, 64,883 ; Jumon d MurfOw, 7 do- 00/43 ; Rnmmum, 7 do* 

I. 30,148; KunaiMi^crry, 3 do.3^953rGhlt^koontali, l do. 11,298; Gtadtow, J do, 

17,84*); Coelkonetaii, 1 do. 10,224; Opulpaho* 1 do. 10,008; Nuraapoor, 1 do,8,307; 
Bisspul, t do. 11,074 ; Dony pahr Wiirdwarum, f do. 12,402 ; Poodtoor, 2 do. 
22,079; Chntwail or Mutlhvaur, H do. 130,71)0; Monyare! paht, I do 0,000; 
Nussum, 1 tlo. 17,802; Rungtimpally and Chunehuntnuttah, 2 do, 41,804; Ouak, 
} do- 20,000 ; lh Goody, 4 tlo. f>3,782 : Bulhary and Kurkoor, 1 do. 23,000 VVeoo 
lahwempdlv, 1 do. 12,fjd5; KopuL H do, 106,137 ; Cittjjiiiderghnn, & do. 101,1.(77 ; 
K^tomekgherTy 1 do. 70,100 ; Singaputtnm oopd wturmh, 1 do. 20,000; ibiumori- 
tvomi, 1 do. 15,000; BiUr-sAvahpoor, 1 tlo* 5,000; Mokah, 12,102 ; In the Tfdoofc of 
Koorkoor, 870 - - Total, 18,10,6 6G. 

List of Talooks acquired by the Treaty Of Mysore,—Gootj (remainder of]- 

Fyze frii&ar (the fort and dependencies) 15,668; Kundumflfch, 7,500} Priumry, 

I I, 000; Wurkur kunoor, 8,098; Yarutty Mnnadierroo, 6,902; Beem Rtyah, 4 p 80fl ; 
Nnttoor, 2,700 ; Ri aly 51 utty M urgh, U p 1 20 ; C 1 rint nmpuily , 8,% 1; Mu tyhurn h 
Huttoor, £2.251; Koodunty, 8,800 ; Yarghy, 22.073 : PencoaiuJah. 60,000; Mipigh- 
aemh, 8.000; Hundy Ummtpoor, 16*000; Koorkoor, (remainder of) 11,62' ; 
Krniohungoondy. 10,000; Gnrrurnctmdah, 1,85,810; Ruttunghcrry, 10.000; R?«y- 
drocg, 6 talooks, 1,02,856; KltmoOl Falshcush, 66,666; runymnllrdj, ( do. J. 800; 
UmmhpOOT Noomwitty, 10,000; Annagoondy, 60,100. Kurpunkully* 6 talonks, 
1,10,030 j NVurtnalipoor, and HUndry other village* in the Chittledtoog district, 
5,840*—— Total, 7.03,300,-—-Grand total, 21,09,868. 

Districts situated north of the Tooinbuddmh, which, conformably to rhe &inh 
article of the annexed treaty, remain witit his Highness the Nimin, to be deducted 
from the above, as follows : Knopul, 8 talonks, 106,137; Gajjirduglmr, * do* 
101,977; Kunuauckgherry, 1 do. 79,100; Villain of the Anagoondy district, 
situ&ted to the north of the Tocmbuddrah, 8,7IQ ; Villages of t he Tukkulcotuh 
district situated likewise north of the Toambnddrah, Retained by his High¬ 
ness the Nizam, 2,96,780*—Re wains to the honourable Company, 18,13,188.— 
Add the Adorn country, which together with all his Highness 1 * remaining posse*- 
siom, south of the Tuombuddrflh, is, by the sixth article of the annexed Virnty, 
cetieti in exchange for the above dtetiriets to the honourable Company, x t 3 4,718 
rupees. 

(A true copy) J* A. KiHitPATRtCK, 

Resident* 


Separate and Secret Artie fas appertain log to the Treaty of perpetual m 7 
general defensive all fa nee, concluded between the h men ruble English 
East India Company t md his Highness the iVawaUb A soph Jth BMader, 
on the YMh October, Anno Itemim 1300. or 22nd Jmmadee ul Ami, 
Anno Hiper re 1215 * 

Art. 1- The Feuhwa, Hao Pundit Purdhatm, shsds be admitted to the 
of this general defensive alliance on the following conditions : 

First. Ran Pundit Ekirdbaun shall accept the media: :,m of tin nmtoumhh 
Company's Gov eminent, for the amicable adjustment on Lhc basis ol the treaty 
of Blah, of all claims or demands of Choate, am; of idl other ejaims or demand - 
whatever, on the territories or government of liis Highness the Nabob Asoph Juh, 

♦ ^ r ' # 
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The British Government will also take into consideration the claims of his High¬ 
ness the Nabob Asoph J&h to a total exemption from Choute, and will arbitrate, 
on the principles of justice anti equity, auy question now existing, or which shall 
hereafter arise, relative to the same, between Hao Pundit Puidhfnmand the Nabob 
Asopli Jail, provided Kao Pundit Purdhaun shall agree to accept the said arbitra¬ 
tion, and Jiao PUndit Putdh&un shall not be admitted to the benefit of this general 
defensive alliance, until he shall have agreed to accept the arbitration of the 
British Government, with respect to the said claims of the Nabob Asopb Jah to a 
total exemption from Choute. 

Secondly. Kao Pundit Purdhnim shall give full satisfaction to* the honourable 
East India Company, on the various points depending between him and the 
British Government in India, 

Thirdly. If Rao Pundit Furtfhmm shall agree to the foregoing condition*, the 
honrHirablo East India Company and his Highness the Nabob Asoph Jab will assist 
him m the restoration of his just authority in the Mahratta empire. 

Fourthly. For this purpose, Ran Pundit PnrdhattH shall agree to subsidize, in 
perpetuity, such a body of the said Company’s troops, m shall hereafter be judged 
necessary for the restoration and maintenance of his authority. 

Art. 2, r Rajah Rbsgojec Bhoaalah shall be admitted to the benefit of this 
general alliance cm the following conditions: 

First . Rajah Rhagnjre Bboosluli shall accept the Honourable Company’s arbi¬ 
tration of all unadjusted points between his Highness the Nabob Asaph Jah and 
the said Rajah, according to the tenor of subsisting treaties. 

Secondly, Rajah Rhagojec Eooalah shall agree to sntch equitable interchangs w 
of territory with the honourable Fast India Company, as shall he judged neces¬ 
sary to complete or improve their respective frontiers, or to such cessions of ter^ 
ritory (in consideration of a just pecuniary equivalent) as shall be judged necessary 
to the same purpose, 

Aut. 3, If contrary to the spirit arid object of this defensive treaty, war should 
hereafter appear unavoidable (which God avert Q the contracting parties will 
proceed to adjust the rule of partition of all such advantages and acquisitions as 
may eventually result from the success of their united arm8, 

The contracting parties entertain no views of conquest or extension of their 
respective dominions, nor any intention of proceeding to hostilities, unless in the 
case of unjustified or unprovoked aggression, and after the failure of their joint 
endeavours to obtain reasonable satisfaction, through the channel of pacific 
negotiation, according to the tenor of the preceding treaty. It is however declared, 
that in the event of war, anti of a consequent partition of conquests between the 
contracting parties, his Highness the Nabob Asopb Jah shall be entitled to parti¬ 
cipate equally with the other contracting parties, in the division of every territory 
which may be acquired by the successful exertion of their united arms, provided 
his Highness the Nabob Asaph Jah shall have faithfully fulfilled nil the stipulations 
of the preceding treaty, especially those contained in the twelfth and thirteenth 
articles thereof. 

Signed, sealed and exchanged, at Hydrnbad, on the 12th October, Anno Domini 
1800, or Jemmadce nl Awul, Anno Higerm 1215, 

J. A, Ki UK PATRICK, 
Resident, 


■wnsruj. 
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POLITICAL THKATY WITH THE KING OF PERSIA * 

Translation of a Fir maun from Fatlek Al\ Shauh, hi tig of Perm, and of an 
mnemd Treaty pmdaded bp Haitjp Ibrahim Kfmtn r Prime Minister, mi 
the part of the King of Perm, htj whom he was fat if/ empowered, and bp 
Captain John Malcolm, on the pari of the Bngtkh Government, b\j virtue 
of fencers delegated to him for that purpose t let the Most NaUe the Mar~ 
guess /Tellestep, (CP. Governor General of Indio f Sfe. tyc. He. 

FIRMAUN. 


In the name of the Reloved and Great God ! 

The earth is the Lord's, Our august commands are issued, that the high in 
rank, the exalted m station, the great rulers, officers, and writers, of the ports, 
sea roasts, and islands of the provinces of Fa is and KhoozUtaun, do consider 
themselves as particularly honoured and advanced by the royal favour; and where¬ 
as at this period the foundations of union and friendship have been cemented, and 
the habits of amity and intercourse have been increased between the Ministers 
of the Persian State, of eternal duration, and the Ministers of the High Govern¬ 
ment of the Refulgent Sun of the Sky of Royalty, Greatness, and Eminence, the 
Sovereign of the countries of England, and India, and a* various engagements and 
treaties, calculated for duration and permanence, and for mutual good understand¬ 
ing have been contracted, therefore this command from the Palace of Glory, re¬ 
quiring obedience, has been proclaimed, that yn% high in rank, do cheerfully 
comply, and execute the clear sense and meaning of what has been established, 
and should ever any person of the French nation attempt to pass your posfft or 
boundaries, or desire to establish themselves either on the shores or frontiers, you 
are to take means to expel and extirpate them, and never to allow them to obtain 
it footing in any place, and you are at full liberty, and authorised to disgrace and 
slay them. You are to look upon it as your duty to aid and act in a friendly 
manner to all traders, merchants, and men of rank of the English nation, all such 
you arc to consider as possessing the favour of the King, and you must act in con¬ 
formity to the conditions Of the annexed treaty that has been concluded between 
thi‘ trustworthy of the high State, the br acelet of the graceful Government, Hauj; 
Ibrahim Khaim, and the high in rank, Captain John Malcolm, view this as an 
obligation. 

Dated the 12th of Shaubaun, in the year of the Hi gem, 1215, corresponding 
with the of January, A.D.. 1801. 

Scaled in the usual form hn the back of the Firm mm, by the following 


Ministers -— 


(Sealed) 


Haujy Ibrahiem Kh&im, 

Meerza Reza Koulh 
Meeraa Ahmud. 

Meerza Rezy. 

Meeraa Yoosnf* 


Meerza Shuffee. 
Meerm Assort Qollah. 
Meerza Mortiza Kouli. 
Meeraa Fuzuhah, 


TREATY ANNEXED. 


PREAMBLE. 

Praise be unto Rotl. who said, " 01), you who believe, perform your contracts, 
perform your covenant with God when you niter into covenant with him, and 
violate not your engagements after the rntitiention there or.” After the voice is 
raised to the praise and glory of the God of the world, and the brain is perfumed 
wish the seent of the stunts and the prophets to whom he health and glory I 

* Referred ten at n. srs. 
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Whose rare perfections are perpetually ehauntcd by birds * of melodious notes, 
furnished with two, three, and four pair of whip, and to the highest seated in the 
heavens, for whom good has been predestinated, and the perfume mixed with 
musk, which acciiteth the celestial mansions of those that sing hymns in the cthe 
real sphere, and to the light of the tiame of the most high, which gives irradiated 
splendour to the collected view of those who dwell in the heavenly regions, the 
dear Rearing of (the Treaty) which has been established on a solid basis, is fully 
explained in this page, and it is fixed as a prescription of law, that in this world 
Of existence and trouble, and in this universe of creation and concord, there is no 
action among those of mankind that tends mo e to the perfection of the human 
race, or to answer the end of their being and existence, them that of cementing 
friendship, and of establishing intercourse, communication, and connexion between 
each other. 

The image reflected from the mirror of accomplishment is a tree fruitful and 
abimftLilt, mi d one that produces good both now and hereafter. To illustrate the 
illusions that it has been proper to make, and to explain these metaphors* worthy 
of exposition at ihh happy [>triod of auspicious aspect, a treaty has been con¬ 
cluded between the high in dignity, the exalted in station, attended by fortune of 
great find splendid power, the greatest among the high viziers, in whom confidence 
is placed, the faithful of the powerful Government, the adorned with greatness, 
power, glory, splendour, and fortune, Haujy Ibrahim Khan, on being granted 
leave, aiul vested w ith authority from the Port of the high King, whose court is 
like that of Solomon, the asylum of the w orld, the sign of the power of God, the 
jewel in the ring of kings, the ornament lit the cheek of sternal empire, the grace 
of the beauty of sovereignty and royalty, the king of the universe, like Caber- 
man, the motif ton mercy and justice, the phtrmx of good fortune, the emi¬ 
nence of never-fading prosperity, the king puw^fful as Alexander, who has ho 
equal among the pritrees exalted to majesty by the heavens in this globe, a shade 
from the shade of the most high ! A Khoo&roo, whoso saddle h the moon, and 
whose stirrup is the new moon, a prince of great rank, before whom the sun is 
concealed, 

[AwlAc r>r$<s.] 

Thy benevolence is universally dispensed: every' where drops arc scat¬ 
tered. Thy kindness shadows cities, may God fix firm the basis of thy 
dominion, imd may God fix and extend thy power ever the servants of 
the Almighty! 

and the high hi dignity, the great and able in power, theariomcr of those acquainted 
with maimers, Captain John Malcolm, delegated from the sublime quarter of the 
high in power, (st ated on a throne, the asylum of the world, the chief jewel in the 
crown of royalty and sovereignty, the anchor of the vessel of victory and fortune, the 
ship on the sea of glory and empire the blftdrag sun in the sky of greatness arid glory* 
lord of fb couwtries of England and India, rnaguttpd strengthen hia territories, 
and establish his glory and com run mis upon the aM 1) in the manner explained in 
his credentials, which are ended with the seal. of the most powerful mid moat 
glorious possessing fortune, the origin of rank, splendour, and nobility, the orna¬ 
ment of the world, the completer of the w orks of mankind, the Governor General 
of India, 

This Treaty betv ca n these two great States shall be binding on race after rare, 
and the two Governments must ever, while tire world exists, net in conformity lo 
what is now settled. 

Art, l, As Long as the fain iUuminating the circle of the two gr eat contract 
itig powers shines on their sovereign dominions, and bestows light on the whole 
world, beautiful image of excellent union shah remain fixed on the mirror Of 
duration and perpetuity* The thunl of shameful enmity and distance shall he 
cut, conditions vl mutual aid and assistance between the two states shall In insti* 
luted, and atlifcansea of hatred and hostility shall be banished. 

Art. L If the King of the Afghan ns should ever sho.v a resolution to Invade 
India, which is subject to the government of the monarch (above mentioned), the 
prince Of high rank, the King of England, an army overthrowing mountains fur¬ 
nished with all warlike stores, shall be appointed from the state of the conspicuous 

* Metapbiirlealty anjeta* 
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halted, high mid fixed in power, the King of Persia) , to lay wiv'do and des^ 
late tlit- Afghaun dominions, and every exertion shall be employed to ruin and 
humble the ahovementioued nation, 

Art> 3. Should it happen that the King of the Afghan n nation ever becomes 
desirous of opening the gates of peace and friendship with the Government of the 
King [of Persia), who is in rank like Solomon* in dignity like Jumsheed, the shade 
of God! who has bestowed hh mercy and kindness on the earth, when negotiations 
are opened for an amicable adjustment, it small be stipulated, hi the peace von- 
eluded; that the King of the Afglmuns or his armies shell abandon nil draign of 
attack on the territories subject to the govern merit of the King above mentioned, 
who is worthy of royalty, the King of England. 

Am , 4. Should ever any king of the Afghanis, or any person of the French 
nation commence war and hostilities with i.lie powerful King ol the ever enduring 
state (the King of Persia), the rulers of the government of the King (of England), 
whose court w like heaven, and who has been before mentioned, shall (on such 
event) send as many cannon and warlike stores as possible, with necessary appa¬ 
ratus, attendant*, and inspector*, ami Much supply shall be delivered over at one 
of the ports of Persia, who* boundaries are conspicuous, to the officers or the 
high in dignity, the King of Persia 

Atvr. 5. Should it ever occur that an army uf Gie French nation, actuated by 
design and deceit, attempts to settle, with a viewof establishing themselves on my 
of the islands or shores of Persia, a conjunct force shall be uppointed by the two 
high contracting states, to act in co-operation for their expulsion and extirpation, 
iml to destroy and put an end to the foundations of their treason. It is a con^ 
difeion. if such event happens, and the conquering troops (of Persia) march, that 
the officers of the Government oi the King (of England), who is powerful as the 
heavens, 4n;l as before mentioned, shall load, transport! and deliver (for their 
service) , as great a quantity of necessaries, stores, and provisions, as they possibly 
can. And if ever any of the great men of the French nation express a wisffi or 
desire to obtain a place of residence or dwelling on any of the islands or shores of 
the kingdom of Persia, that they may there raise the standard of abode or settle¬ 
ment, such request or representation shad not be consented unto by tho high in 
rank of the stales encompassed with justice, (the Government of Persia), arid leave 
far their residing in such place shall not be granted. 

While time endures, and while the world exists, the contents of this exalted 
treaty shall remain an admired picture in the mirror of duration and perpetuity, 
and submission to the fair Mage on this conspicuous page shall be everlasting, 

Hau.iv Ibrahim Khan, 

' John Malcolm, Envoy. 


COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH THE KING OF' PERSIA.* 1 

Trangbtthn of a Firmiiun from Fiitteh 41i Shnuh, King oj Penia, md of on 
(trifttiTreaty concluded hy Flaujy Ibrahim lihaun, Prime Minister, on 
/he purl of the King of Persia, hy whom he woe fully empowered, and by 
Cup tain John Malcolm, on the part of the English Government, bymetne 
of powers delegated to him for that purpose, hy the Afm Nobis the Mur- 
quest fTetlesky, K>F. Governor General of India, <§v, %c. $c* 

FlRMAUN. 

In the name of the Beloved and Great God f 
Thu earth is the Lord's, Our august commands are issued, that the high in 
dignity, the exalted in station, the refuge of power and glory t!ie ; imble and great 
in authority, the chiefs of high nobles, the Bcglerbegs, the Hauxmts* Le JSnubs, 
mtd Mootasuddiea of the kingdom under our protect on (who are raised by our 
royal favour) become acquainted, that at this period, the dignified, ?m\ eminent in 
station, the prudent, able, and penetrating, the greatest of the exalted followers of 

* deferred tu at p. s;S- 
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'cs-'uab, Captain John Malcolm, deputed from a glorious quarter, (from the 
eminent m the King of England, whose court resembles tie lirmanumt, an 
emperor Sn dignity like Alexander* possessing tfi’e power of the glohe. and from the 
repository of glory, greatnesftj and ability, endowed with nobility, power, *md jus¬ 
tice, the Governor General of the kingdom of ftindoctttaun) for the -purpose of 
establishing union and friendship between the two great states, has arrived at our 
threshold founded on justice, and ha* been honoured by admission to our royal 
presence of conspicuous splendour, and has expressed a desire that the foundations 
of amity and union should-hc Inid between thn two states, chat they should be con¬ 
nected together in the bonds of friendship and harmony, and that a constant union 
and reciprocal good understanding should exist, W, from our August selves, have 
given our eoiisen^ and have granted the requests and desires of thi hr.igbl in rank 
a?iovementioned, and a treaty sealed with the seat of the minister 4 of our ever 
enduring Government, has been given to him; and you, exalted in station, ate 
positively enjoined of the 1 necessity (.after yon become informed of out royal and 
august order; for all of you acting in strict conftrmity with the conditions of tht? 
treaty concluded and exchanged between the high in rink, the exalted in station, 
the great and glorious in power, near to the throne, in whom the royal confidence 
i* placed, Hmijy Ibrahim Khaim, and. The high in rank the Lnvoy (Captain John 
Malcolm), whose titles have been before enumerated. Let no one ant contrary to 
this h i" h command, or to the contents of the annexed treaty; and should It ever 
be represented to ns that any of the great nobles conduct themselves in oppo¬ 
sition to the stipulations of ibis treaty t or are in this respect either guilty or negli¬ 
gent, such will incur our displeasure and punishment, and be exposed to our royal 
anger, which is like fire, and let them ucw this && an obligation. 

Dated in the month of Shsubaun, in the year of the llijera 1225, corresponding 
with the month of January, A J>- 1801. 

Sealed, in the usual form, on the hack of the Firniaun, by the following 


Ministers ;— 


Haujy Ibrahim Khaun, 
Mccrza Rcza KoulL 
Meem Ahmud. 
Meem ftezy. 


(Sealed) 


Meeraa ^oosuf. 


Meem Shuffee, 

Meerza Awml Qollah, 
Meem MorttHi Kouli. 
Meerza Fuzulkh. 


TREATY ANNEXED* 

PREAMBLE. 

Praise be to God, who has said, u perform your covenant, for the performance of 
ymir covenant shad be enquired into hereafter;* 

As establishing the obligations of friendship between nil mankind, is a charge 
from the Almighty* and is a moat laudable and excellent institution, and as the 
Creator is pleased, ami the happiness and tranquillity of his creatures consulted by 
it, therefore, at this happy period of auspicious aspect, a treaty has been concluded 
between the high in dignity, the exalted in station, attended by fortune of great 
and splendid power> the greatest among the high viziers, in whom confidence is 
placed, the faithful of the powerful Government, the adorned with greatness, 
power, glory, splendour, and fortune, Haujy Ibrahim Khaun, on being; granted 
leave, end vested with authority from the port of the high King, whose court is 
like that of Solomon, the asylum of the world, the sign Of the power of God, the 
jewel in the ring of Idnga, the ornament in the cheek of eternal. empire, the grace 
of the beauty of sovereignty mid royalty, the king of the universe, like Calierman, 
the mansion of mercy and justice, the phoenix of good fortune, the eminence of 
never fading prosperity, the king powerful as Alexander, who haa no equal among 
the princes exalted to majesty by the Heavens iu this globe, a shade from the 
shade of the Most High, a KWsroo, whc^c saddle is the muon, and whose stirrup 
is the new moon, a prince of great rank, before whom the sun. is concealed, 

* literally one in whom confidence) is placed* 

IP ' # • • ®| Vi •, 





Thy benevolence is univeraatly ai know I edged, every where drops are 
scattered. Thy kindness shadows cities ; may God fix firm the bash of 
thy dominion, 


RTid the High m dignity, the great ami able in power, the artomer or those acquainted 
with manners, Captain John Malcolm, delegated from the sublime quarter of the 
high hi power, (aeateri on a throng. the asylum of the world, the chief jewel iu the 
crown of royalty and sovereignly, the anchor of the vessel of victory and fortune, 
the ship oa the sea of glory and empire, the blazing ami in the sky of greatness 
and glory* lord of the countries of England and India, may God strengtheu his 
territories, and establish lus glory and commands upon the seas ! in the manner 
explained in his credentials, which are sealed with the seal of the most powerful, 
md most glorious posseting fortune, the origin of rank, splendour, and nobility* 
the c ruunent of the world, the completer of the works of mankind, the Governor 
General of India. 

This Treaty between these two great States shall be binding on race after race, 
and the two Governments must ever, while the world exists net in conformity to 
what a now settled. 

Art. 1. The merchants of the high contracting state* are to travel and cany on 
their affairs tn the territories of both nations, in full security and confidence, and 
thp rulers and governors of all cities are to consider it their duty to protect from 
injury their cattle and goods. 

Art. 2, The traders and merchants of the kingdom of England or Hindoo- 
sfaun, that arc in the service nf the I^riglbh Goverrafcnt, shall be permitted to 
settle in any of the sea ports or cities of the boundless empire of Persia, (which 
may Ood preserve from calamity) that Umj prefer, and no Government duties* 
taxes, nr requisitions, shall ever be collected on any goods that arc the actual pro¬ 
perty oJ either of the Governments, the usual duties on such to lie taken from 
purchasers. 

Art. 3. Should it happen that either the persons or property (of merchants) 
are inured, or lost, by ihicvts nr robbers, the utmost exertions shall he made to 
punish the delinquents, and recover the property. And if any merchant or trader 
of Persia evades or delays the payment of a debt to the English Government, the 
latter are authorised to use every possible mode for the recovery of their demands* 
taking care to do bo in communication, and with the knowledge of the ruler or 
governor of the place, who is to consider it as his duly to grant, on such occasion, 
every aid in his power, And should any merchants of Persia be in India, attend" 
mg to their mercantile concerns* the officers of the English Government are not 
to prevent them carrying on their aftUira, but to aid and favour them, and the 
above mentioned merchants are to recover tjheir debts and demands in the mode 
prescribed by the customs and laws of the English Govern in cut. 

Art. 4. If any person in the empire of Persia die indebted to the English Go¬ 
vernment* the ruler of the place must exert his power to have such demand satis¬ 
fied before those of any other twli^prs whatsoever. The servants of the English 
Government resident in Persia are permitted to hire us many domestics, natives of 
that country, oa are necessary for the transaction of their affairs, and they art? 
authorized to punish such In cases of misconduct in the manner they judge moat 
expedient* provided such punishment does not extend to life or limb. Id such 
cases, the punishment to be inflicted by the ruler or governor of the place. 

Art. 6. The English are at liberty to build houses and mansions in any of the 
ports or cities of Persia that they choose, and they may sell or rent all such houses 
or mansions at pleasure. And should ever a ship belonging to the English Govern¬ 
ment be in a damaged state in any of the ports of Persia, or one of Persia be in 
that condition in an English harbour, the chiefs and rulers of the ports and har¬ 
bours of the respective nations arc to consider it as their duty to give every aid to 
relit and repair vessels &o situated; aud if it happens that any of the vessels of 
either nation arc sunk or shipwrecked in or near the ports or chores of either 
country, on $uch occasions, whatever parr of the property \a recovered shall be 
restored to their owners or their heirs, ami a just hire is to be allowed by the 
owners to those who recover it. 

Final AftTfcb*. Whenever any native of England or India, in the service Of 
the English Government, resident m Persia, w ishes to leave that country, he b to 
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obstruction from no person* but to be ut fall liberty to do so* and to carry 
with him bis property. 

These ^rtioUiS of the treaty between the two states are fixed anti determined* 't hat 
person who turns from God, tarns from his own soul, 

ILauj’v Ibrahim Kmaun* 

John Malcoj^!, Envoy, 

Additionai. Article, It is further written in sincerity, that on iron, lead* 
sted > broad cloth, and perpets, that are exclusively the property of the English 
Government, no duties whatever shall be taken from the sellers, a duty not exceed- 
ng one per cent, to be levied upon the purchasers. And the duties. Import** mid 
customs which are at this period established in Persia and India (on other goods) 
are to remain fixed,, Mild not to be increased. 

The high in rank* Haujy Kim I led Ivlitmn, Malik u Tijar, is charged and en¬ 
trusted with the arrangement and settlement Of the remaining points relative to 
commerce. 

If awt Ibrauibm Khaun. 

John Malcolm, Envoy, 


APPENDIX E. 

Tvmttif for settling the mftitieswm to the Soubahdtmy of the territories of 
Jrcot, and for vetting the admhmlrdtion of the civil and tnHitarp Govern¬ 
ment of the Carnatic Pttfm Ghaut in the United Company qf Merchants 
of England trading to the Ewt todies, * 

Whereas the several treaties which have been concluded between the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, and their Highnesses 
ht retofore Nabobs of the Carnatic, have been intended to cement and identify the 
intents of the contracting parties; and whereas* in conformity to the spirit of the 
alliance, the said Company did, by the treaty concluded on the 32th July, 1792, 
with the late Nabob Wallah, relinquish extensive pecuniary advantflgea* acquired 
by the previous treaty of ITS7, with the view-* and on the consideration of esta¬ 
blishing a more adequate security for the interests of the British Government in 
the Carnatic; and whereas sub sequent experience has proved, that the intention of 
the contracting parties has not been fulfil led by the provisions of any of the 
treaties heretofore concluded between them, and whereas the imisttud of the Sou- 
bahdairy of Areot having become vacant, the Prince Axcem ul DouJah Bohauder 
has been established by the English East India Company in the rank* property, 
and possessions of hb ance*toi\vheretofore Nabobs of the Carnatic; and whereas 
the said Company and his Highness the said Prince Azeem ul Dovdah Behauder 
have judged it expedient, that additional provision should, at this time, be made, 
for the purpose of supplying the defects of all former engagements, and of esta¬ 
blishing the connection between the said cotit meting parties on a permanent basis 
of security, in all times to come; wherefore the following treaty is now established 
and concluded, by the Eight Honourable Edward Lord Clive, Governor in council 
of Fort St, George, by and with the sanction and authority of his Excellency the 
Most Noble the Marquess Wellesley, K,P>, Governor-General in council of all the 
British possessions in the East Indies, on behalf of the said united Company, on 
the one part, and by his Highness the Nabob Walajah Ameer ul Dow lab Modaur 
ool Mu Ik Ameer ool Hind Azcm ul Dowiah Behnuder Sbokut Jung Sep ah Safmir 
Nabob Smibalutar of the Carnatic, on his own hehalf, on the other part, for settling 
the succession to the Soubahdarry of the mes of Arcot, and for vesting the 
administration of the civil and military government of the Carnatic in t he united 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, 

Art. 1. The Nabob Aacoem ul Dowiah Bchfluder k hereby formally established 
in the state and rank, with the dignities dependent thereon, of his ancestors, here¬ 
tofore Nabobs of the Carnatic, and the possession thereof is hereby guaranteed by 
the honourable East India Company to his said Highness Aiseeni ul Dowiah Behan¬ 
der, who bus accordingly succeeded to theSoubahdarry of the territorities of Arcut* 
Aht, 2* Such parts of the treatios heretofore concluded between the said East 

* Referred to at \k 5*2. 
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Indiii Company and their Highnesses, tu:retofr>re Nabobs of the Carnatic, as me 
calculated to itretigttien the alliance, to Content the friendship, and to identify the 
interests of the contracting parties, are hereby renewed and confirmed, find arcor- 
diriffly the friend* or enemies of either are the friends and enemies of both parties. 

Art, :j. The honourable Company hereby charges itself with the maintenance 
and support of the military force necessary for the defence of the Carnatic, and 
for the protection of the rights, person, and property of the said Nabob AM ul 
Dowkh Behtttt4«rs and with the view of reviving the fundamental principles of the 
alliance between hta ancestors and the English nation, the said NpibohAzeem ul 
Dow I ah stipulates and agrees, that he will not enter upon any negotiation or cor¬ 
respondence with any European or Native Power* without the knowledge and 
consent bfthe said English Company. t 

AhTl 4, It h hereby stipulated and agreed, that the sole and exclusive adminis¬ 
tration ot the civil and military governments ol all the territories and dependencies 
of the C«m*tie Payen Ghaut, Together with the full and exclusive right to the 
revenues thereof (with the exception of such portion of the said revenues as a bail 
he appropriated for the maintenance of the said Nabob and for the support ol his 
dignitv ) shall be for c vet vested in the said English Company; and the said Company 
shall accordingly possess the sole power and authority of constituting and appoint¬ 
ing ’without any interference on the part of the said Nabob, all officers for the 
collection of their revenues, and of establishing courts for the administration of 
civ il and criminal judicature. 

Art, 5, It is hereby stipulated and agreed, that one-fifth part of the net 
revenues of the Carnatic shall be annually allotted for the maintenance and support 
of the said Nabob and of his own immediate family, including the Mahal of his 
late Highness the Artiee?ul Ormah. The emd fifth part shall be paul by the Com¬ 
pany, in monthly instalments of twelve thousand star pagodas ; and whatever cir- 
cntnstance may occur, affecting the net revenues of the C&rnafckb the said instal¬ 
ments shall not he less than twelve thousand star pagodas. Whatever balance of 
the sc id tilth part may remain due at the expiration of each year* aMIl oe hqtu* 
dated upon the settlement of the accounts, and the said fifth part shall oc at roe 
free disposal of the said Nobob, consistently with the principles of the said alliance. 

Art, t>. The fifth part of the revenues, as stated in the preceding article, shall 
be calculated and determined in the following manner, via. all charges, of every 
description, incurred in the collection of the revenues, the amount of the Ingmre 
lEtmta, stated in the ninth article in the treaty of i7S7 at star pagodas j 1.1,431, 
and the sum of pagodas 0,21,105, appropriable to the liquidation of the debts or 
the late Mohotemed All hall, in the first instance, be deducted from the revenues 
of the Carnatic ; and alter the deduction ol those three Items shall have been made, 
one-ftfth part of the remaining net revenue (including the Poly gar Peahensh, which 
laHcUi nkvAVK hn at the sum of 2.64,704 star pagodas 20 fanains -o cash, 
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of the above-mentioned .ilebU, other unutfju&ted debts obO remain, wttteh 
urre referred to Use fttyjttttjtotent and decision of the Ciovcrnov-Goneml in council 
of ; fetid whercia Iht said unadjusted debt* have not been determined 

according to that intention, the said Nabob hereby engages, that whenever the 
Mid Jeter ruination shall be made, his Highness will acknowledge to be a just debt 
the amount of the balance which shall be so declared to be due to the said 
Company* It h not, however, the intention of this article, to cause any diminu¬ 
tion from the fifth part payable to the said Nabobs wt bn the contrary, it is spe* 
cifietl, that no. deduction shall be made from the revenue, on any account whatever, 
excepting the three items stated in the sixth article, previously to the det«l$ii«tton 

of his Highness's proportion, 

aut, Sh The English Company engages to take mto consideration the Actual 
Situation of the families of their Highnesses the late Nabobs Walajnh and Dmdut 
XjI O in rah Behauder, as well as the situation oftbe principal officers of Ins late 
Highness'* Government; and the British Gove fitment shall charge itself with the 
expense fchargeable on the revenues of the Carnatic) of a suitable provision for 
their rts’ieetlve maintenance- The amount,of the above-mentioned expenses, to 
he defrayed by the Company, shall be distributed, with the knowledge of the said 
Nabob, in such manner as shall be judged proper, 

Aier. 10. The said Nabob AMem ul Dowlah Behuuder stmll, m ah places, on all 
occasions, and at all tfaea, be treated with the respect and attention dot to m 
Highness's rank and situation, a* an ally to the British Government, and a suitable 
guard ahull he appointed from the Company's troops tor the protection of his toiid 
Highness, 1 * person and palace, 

\ ur . xi. The entire tMetm of the Carnatic against foreign m?mm t and the 
Maintenance of the idterwi tranquillity and police of the country, Laving been 
hereby transferred to the British Goycrotncat, his stud Bighnr^ engages not to 
entertain or employ in hta service any armed men, without: the COciseci of the 
British Government, who xvtfl fix, in concert with hte Highness, the number of 
armed tiion necessary to be retained for purposes of state^ Such armed men. as 
\m Highness may, in consequence of this article, engage m hi* service, shall be 
p,iitl at the exclusive cost and charge of the said Nabob. 

iVnt. 12* The honourable East India Company sliall, in conformity to the sti¬ 
pulations of this treaty, enter upon the exclusive mtmumtrat. >u of the civil and 
military government of the Carnatic, on the 3lxi day ot July, 1801; and bia said 
Highne^ the Nabob shall issue orders to all hU civil and military officers, to 
transfer the district or districts, under their respective charge, to such persons as 
sduill be appointed by tin 1 said Company to manage then said districts, and also to 
deliver to the persons appointed ail records; accounts, and official papers, belong- 
me to their respective cutcherridii--or offices. 

Thii treaty, bearing date the 31st day of July, Anno Dommi 1801, and cOMtiting 
of twelve Articles, having been executed by Edward Lord Clive, Governor in council 
aforesaid, on the one part, and his Higbuete \zmn til Dowlah Bolmudur on the 
Other part, is hereby mutually interchanged, the said Edward Lord Clive engaging 
that a copy of the said treaty shall be transmitted to Fort William, for the purpose 
of being ratified by his Excellency the most noble the Marquess Wellesley, K .P., 
Governor-General in council, and that, a* soon as the ratified treaty shall bo 
received from Bengal, it shall be delivered to his said Highness, who will then 
return to his Lordship the copy which he how receives* 


Clive, 

5* STUAftT, 

W* Pete ik, 

E. W. FAlL opmuo, 


Sv the Hight Honourable the Governor in council* 

J. WfiHBK, 

Chief Secretary to Government 



Schedule of the Account referred to in the eighth article of this Treaty. 

Amount paii! liy the Company to his Highness the Nlafwh’s creditors, on account 
of his exMiiolidnted debt of 1777, 26,47,381 star pagodas; flednet—receipts of 
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tCTenue from the Carnatic surplus to the fixed military subsidy, in tiit Fualy years 
1200 and 1201, 8*29*481 \ interest at six per cent, far four years and a half, 2/23,960; 
bajsuirc due by the Nabob, 15,93*940 ; add—interest for four year< and eleven 
months, at six per cent,, 4*70*211 ; aemai balance, 20,04*151 star pagodas, 

CtlVS* 

}. Stuart, 

W, Petris, 

E, \V. FATj.ovuibri, 


By the Right 1 lonovireble the Governor in council* 

J. WlBBE, 

Chief Secretary to Government, 


Stpitf&te Jan tttory Arti cl e$ m ncxed to the Treaty for settling the succession 

to the Soub&hdnrry of the territories of Areot, mid for vesting the admi¬ 
nistration of the civil end military Government tf the Curmtic Payee.- 
ghaut in the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
East Indies. 

Aar* 1, Whereas it is stipulated by the fifth article of the treaty, that the sum 
to be appropriated to the support of the dignity of his Highness the Nabob Azeem 
Hi T) uvlah Behauder, shall be calculated attfne-fifth part nf the net revenues of the 
Camatk\ and whereas the improvement of the said revenues* which, under Provi¬ 
dence, may be expected to arise from the effects of the present arrange mepirt* may 
render the said tilth part greater than will be necessary to the purpose* intended 
by the contracting parties* it. is hereby explained, for the better understanding of 
the fifth article of the treaty, that whenever the whole net revemie of the Carnatic, 
including the sums to be deducted, according to the sixth article of the treaty* 
shall exceed the sum of twenty-five lacs of star pagodas, then and in that case, the 
fifth part of such auqdua shall be applied to the repair of fortifications, to the 
e&tsiMsbment of a separate fund for Hie event uni exigencies of war, or to the 
military defence of the Carnatic* in uch manner as may be determined by the 
Governor iti council of Fort St. George* after the previous communication to his 
Highness the Nabob Azeetn ul Ilowlah. 

Art. 2. Whereas it is stipulated in the sixth article of this treaty, that the sum 
of 2, 13,421 pagodas on account of Jagheer* and the sum of 6,21*105 pagodas on 
account of the private debts of the Nabob Mahomed Adi* shall be deducted from 
the amount of the net revenue, previously to the determination of the proportion 
to ho paid to his Highness the Nabob, it is nevertheless hereby explained, that it 
shell not be incumbent on the honourable Gompanv to appropriate lands yielding 
a revenue to the said amount of 2, 13,421 pagodas, but that the said Company shall 
be at liberty to exercise its discretion in the mode and on the extent of the pro ¬ 
vision to be made* according to the ninth article of the treaty, for the support of 
the fatuity ami j>rinci|>ixl officers of the Nabob Mahomed Alb, and of the Nabob 
Omdut ul Omrah. And it is further explained* that nuLwitbv finding the liquida¬ 
tion of the private debt of the Nabob Mahomed AIU T or of the debt due to the 
honenuable Company, the mid sum of 6*21*105 pagodas, shall always he deducted 
from the net revenue* and shall, in no case, be included in the net revenue, pre¬ 
viously to the determination of the shore to be allotted to his Highness the Nabob 
Azecm ul Dowlah Bchaudcr* it being the intention of the contracting parties* 
that the srdd aura of 2*13,421 pagodas, find the said sum of 6,21,105 pagoda** *baU 
be considered to he permanent deductions, in all times to conus from the revenue 
of the Carnatic, 

Ci.tvk* 

J. Stuart* 

w\ Petrie, 

K. W, KALLonEI O. 


APPE-NPl-X* 

APPENDIX F. 

tejah of Nepmh 3U th of October, 180 L 

Whereati it bos evident as the riomi day sun to tJiO enlightened understanding 
of exalted nobles and of powerful: chiefs anti rulers, that Almighty God ha? entrusted 
the protection and government of the univme to the authority of priuceSi who 
TrmVe justice their principle, anti that by the establishment of a friendly connexion 
between them universal happiness and prosperity is scoured, and that the more 
intimate the relation of amity and union, the greater u the general tranquillity ; 
in consideration of these dire instances, his KsceHeney the most noble tie Governor- 
General Marquess Wdlcsley, &c. and the Maha itujah have established a system 
of friendship between the respective Governments of trie Company and the Rajah 
of Ncpaui, and have agreed to Gif following articles, 

Attiv i It Is necessary and incumbent upan%iu principals and officersof the 
two governments constantly to exert them selves to. improve the friendship sub¬ 
sisting between the two state?, and to be zealously and sincerely desirous of the 
prosperity and success of the government and subjects of both. 

Art. 2. The inecudiary and turbulent representations of the disaffected* wlpo 
are the disturbers of our mutual friendship, shall not he attended to, without in¬ 
vestigation and proof. 

Art. d. The principals and officers of both governments will cordially consider 
the friends and enemies of either state to be the friends and enemies of the other; 
and this consideration must ever remain permanent and in force, from generation 
to generation. 

Art, 4, If any one of the neighbouring powers oi' either state should commence 
any altercation or dispute, and design, without provocation, unjustly to possess 
himself of the territories of either country, and should entertain hostile intentions 
with the view of taking that country, the Vakeels on the part of pttr respective 
government at either court will fully report all particulars to the head of the state, 
who, according to the obligations of friendship subsisting between the two states, 
after having heard the said particulars, will give whatever answer and advice may 
be proper. 

Art, 5. Whenever any dispute of boundary and territory between the two 
countries may arise, such dispute shall foe derided, through auv respective Vakeels 
or our officers according to the principle* of justice and right; and a land mark 
shall be placed upon the said boundary, and which .shall cons rant I y remain, that 
the officers, both now and hereafter, may consider it as a guide, and not make any 
encroachment. _ 

Art. 0. Such place* as are upon the frontiers of the dominions of the Nabob 
Vizier and of iSepaul, and respecting which any dispute may arise, such dispute 
shall be settled by the mediation of the Vakeel on the part of the Company, in the 
presence of one from the Nepaul Government, and one from his, Excellency the 
Vizier. 

Art. 7. So many elephants, on account of Mamcttpoor, are annually sent 
to the Company by the Rajah of Nepaul, and therefore the Governor-General, with 
a view of promoting the satisfaction of the Rajah of Ncpaui, and in consideration 
, of the Improved friendly connexion and of this new treaty, relinquishes and for¬ 
goes the tribute above mentioned, and directs that the officers of the Company, 
both now nod hereafter, from generation to generation, shall never, during the 
continuance of the engagement contracted by this treaty (so long a* the condition* 
of this treaty shall be in force) exact the elephant* from the Rajah. 

Art. 8. If any of the dependants or inhabitants of cither country should fly 
and take refuge in Hie other, and a requisition should he made for such persons, 
on the part of the Nepaul Government, by its constituted Va.kctd in attendance on 
the Governor-General, or on the part of the 1 Company's Government, by Its re¬ 
presentative residing at NepauJ, it is, in this case, mutually agreed, that if such 
person should have fled after transgressing the laws of his government, it is 
incumbent upon the principals of both goyetamenti immediately to deliver him up 
to the Vakeel at thrir respective courts, that he may be *cnt in perfect security to 
the frontiers of their respective territories. 

Art. 0, The Mmha Rajah of Nepaul ft pecs, that R Pergiinnah, with all the 
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_ i attached to it, excepting privileged lands and those appropriated to religious 

purpose# and to /ameers* fci, which arc specified separately in the account of 
collections shall be given up to Snnice Jeo, for his expanse*, as a present. The 
conditions, with respect to Snmee ffy* are, that if he should remain at Benares, or 
at any other place within the Company's provinces, and should spontaneously 
farm his Jagged- to the officers of Nepaul, in that event the amount of collections 
shall he punctually paid to him, agreeably to certain Icists which may be hereafter 
settled; that he may appropriate the same to bis necessary expenses, uud that he 
may continue m religious abstraction, according to his agreement, which he had 
engraved cm brass, at the time of his abdication of the and of his resigning it 
in my favor. Again, in the event, of his establishing his residence in his Jaggeer, 
and oi his realizing tlm collections through his own officers, it is proper, that ha 
should not keep such a one and other disaffected persons in his service, and 
besides one hundred men and maid servants, &c. h\: must not entertain any persons 
as soidifers, with n view to the collection of the revenue of the Pergunnnh ; and to 
the protection of his person he may take two hundred soldiers of the forces of the 
NepmiL Government, the allowances of whom shad bt paid by the Rajah of Nepaul. 
He must be cautious, also, of commencing altercation, either by speech or writing; 
neither must he give protection to the rebellious arid fugitives of the Nepaul coun¬ 
try, nor must he commit plunder md devastation upon the subjects of N'epaul. 
In the event of such delinquency being proved, to the satisfaction of the two go¬ 
vernments, the aid and protection of the Company shall be withdrawn from him ; 
and in that event, also, It shall be at the option of the FLftj&b of Nepaut, whether 
or not he will confiscate his Jaggecir- 

The Maha Rajah also agrees on his part, that if games Jeo shouM take up his 
residence within the Company'a provinces, and should farm, out hjs land to the 
officers of Nepaul, and that the kists should not be paid according to agreement, 
or that he should fix his residence on Ms Joggeer, and any of the inhabitants of 
Nepmjl shea Id give him or the Ryots of hb Purgimnah any molestation, a requisi¬ 
tion shall be made by the Governor-General and the Company, on this subject, to 
the Rajah, The Governor-General is security for the Ranh's performance of this 
condition, and the Maha Raja will immediately acquit himself of the requisition of 
the Governor-General, agreeably to what h above written. If any profits should 
arise in the collection of the mid Purgunnah,. in consequence of the activity of the 
officers, or any defalcation occurs from their inattention, in either case, the Rajah 
of Nepaul will lie totally unconcerned. 

Art, 10. With a view of carrying Into effect the different objects contained 
in this treaty, and of promoting other verbal negotiation, the Governor-General 
and the Rajah of Nepaul, under the impulse of their will and pleasure, depute a 
Confidential person to each other, as Vakeel, that remaining in attendance upon 
their respective governments, they may effect the objects above specified, and 
promote whatever may tend to the daily improvement of the friendship subsisting 
between the two states. 

Art, ii. It is incumbent upon the principals and officers of the two states, 
that they should manifest the regard and respect to the Yaked of each other’s 
government, which is dun to their rank, and is prescribed by the laws of nations; 
and that they should endeavour, to the utmost of their power, to advance any 
object which they may propose, and to promote their ease, comfort, and satisfac¬ 
tion, by extending protection to them, which eircumstances are calculated to 
improve the friendship subsisting between the two governments* and to illustrate 
the good name of both states throughout the universe. 

Art. 12„ ft is incumbent upon the Vakeels of both states, that they should 
hold no intercourse whatever with any of the subjects or inhabitants of the country, 
excepting with the officers of government, without the permission of those officers; 
neither should they carry on any correspondence with any of them ; and if they 
should receive any letter or writing from any such people, they should not answer 
it, without the kiiowledge of the head of the *tfde, arid acquainting Mm of the 
particulars which will dispel nil npprehension or doubt between ns, and manifest 
the sincerity of our friendship. 

Art. 13. It is incumbent upon the principals and officers mutually to abide by 
* Tlie E**Rajah of Nepaul- \ Government. 



the spirit of this treaty, which is now drawn m \t ecpnrdtng to the lr faith and rtii* 
giori, and deeming it in force from generation to getter at km, that they shoved not 
deviate from It: arid any person ^vhl:a may Hangups against it, will be punished by 
Almighty Cit)d > both in this world and in a future Mate. 

(A true translation) 

Ch R-ueaRLn, 

Assistant Persian Translator, 

Ratified by the Cover nor-General and council, 

30th October, ISOh 


APPENDIX G* 

Trial# for the improvement and security of the Trade md Commerce he- 
tween the 7 err Harks of the tlonotiruhU East India Company and of hk 
IIig fine is the NaM Nimm'ml Aloolk A soph Mi, Soubahdar of the 
Deekan ; settled bp Major James AchUlm Kirkpatrick, Resident at the 
Court of his Highness by virtue of the powers delegated to him bp his 
JhveeUmep the most mhie Richard Marquess JKelle&lep, Knight of the 
most iUusirhm Qnler of Saint Patrick, one of Ms Brittmftfc Mnjwtfs 
Print Council, Omternor General hi Ceumil i CaplKtn Central, and Com~ 
iriunckrdn-Chiff of his Majesty's and the HommruUe Company's forces in 
India, appointed bp the Nondurable the Court if Directors of the said 
I ton wimble Oimpanit to direct end controul all their affairs fa, the East 
Indies^ and Governor-Genentl in Council of all the British possessions in 
the East Indies* 

Whereas a well regulated commerce is essential to the opulence and prosperity 
of the people, and to the wealth and power of the State, and whereas a free and 
secure commercial intercourse tends to maintain and improve the relations of 
amity, peace and concord, between contiguous nations; 

Wherefore the honourable East India Company and his Highness the Nabob 
Asoph Jah, anxious to improve, by every possible means, tin' close and intimate 
connection now happily established between the two States* aud to extend the 
benefits of their union to their respective subjects, have agreed on the following 
article* of a treaty of commerce between the two States. 

Aw. 1. As the testimony of the firm friendship, union and attachment, snb^ 
listing between the Honourable Company and his Highness the Nabob Asoph Hh, 
the Honourable Company hereby agrte to grant to his Highness thru free use of 
tb« sea port of Masulipatajn ; at which port his Highness shall be at liberty to 
establish a commercial factory and agents, under such regulations as the nature of 
the Company's Government shall require, and as shall be adjusted between the 
Governor 'General in Council and his said Highness. 

Art, Jt., HU Highness's ships bearing his dag shall be entitled, at all times, V> 
the prelection of his Britannic Majesty's and the Honourable' Company's ships of 
war. and shall lie admitted into alt the ports belonging to the British Government 
in India, upon the footing of the most favoured nations. 

Art. 3. There shall he a free transit between the territories of the contracting 
parties of ail articles* being the growth, produce, or manufacture of each respec¬ 
tively; and also of all artichA being the growth, produce, or manufacture of any 
part of hb Britannic Majesty’s dominions. 

Art, 4. All Hahdariy duties, and oil duties collected by individual renters or 
zemindars, t>r goods passing to and from the territories of the contracting parties, 
shall be abolished, and all s;eintndars, renters, ftc. shall be strictly prohibited from 
committing any acts of extortion or violence on the merchants passing through 
the respective territories of the contracting parties. 

Art* id A duty of fete per cent, and no more shall be levied at Hyderabad in¬ 
discriminately on all articles of merchandize whatever, imported into his High- 
ness's dominions from the Company's possessions, No articles £hal! pay duty 
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more than once; the duties payable shall be regulated by a jaat valuation of the 
article or commodity on which they shall b charged, and which shall be deter¬ 
mined by an invoice authenticated hy the seal and signature of the proper officer 
on each ^idc; nor shall any arbitrary valuation of any article or commodity be 
admitted to enhance the amount of the duties payable thereon. And the said 
duties shail ho fixed and immutable, except by the mutual consent of the cpn.- 
tr acting par to. 

Art. M The honour Me East India Company shall, on then parti adopt simitar 
arrange inenta in every respect tor the purpose of facilitating the traosi t thiough 
their dominions of all articles,, the growth, produce ormanufacture of his iligh- 
ncKS*s territories, and of guarding the same from all unjust exactions or vexatious 
imposts whatever. - „ . _:' 

Art. 7. The duties payable to the Honourable Company on all articles imported 
mto their territories from his Highness's dominions, shall he collected in the mode 
prescribed by the 5th article at Maaulipatam atone, or at one or more places, ac¬ 
cording to the convenience of the merchants b . longing to hm High ness's domi 
mous, and the said place or places shall be fixed with the consent of Ids Highness 
the Nizam, it being understood that no article imported from his Hi iness*s domi¬ 
nions shall in any case pay duty more than otiee, whsth^r the sub, Uity Jt ^ 
lected at Masulipntam or elsewhere. ■ 

Art. 8. A duty of five per cent, and no more shail bn levied at once by Ins 
II ighnoss's Government, and be made payable at Hyderahml on the prim* cost ot 
all commodities purchased in his Highness's tkummom lor exportation. 

Aivr. 9, Ho merchants or traders, under the Company's Government, shall be 
allowed to revend, in the dominions of tin Nabob aforesaid, the prwluctions pr 
manufactures of hh territories purchased by them therein. Neither mil any 
grain bo exported from the .territories of the Nabob aforesaid into tho?e oi the 
Honourable Company without a spec ial license for the purpose, nor any more 
grain be purchased in his Highness's territories than what is necessary tor the 
consumption of the subsidiary Wee. But it is At the same time here iy dgfCer, 
that in cases or necessity, permission shall reciprocally be granted immediately on 
application for the transportation of grain, free from oil duties whatever, mto the 
respective territories of the two contracting powers in Hindustan ansi Deckan, 

Aht, 10. The traders unde^ both GovernmonU, namely, alt such as shall traffic 
from the honourable East India Company's territories to the territories of loa 
Highness the Nabob Asopli Jail and vke versa, shall, upon the jm portal ion of 
their commodities into the respect ive territories* pay once a duty-of five per cent, 
according to the terms prescribed in the foregoing articles. With respect to 
others, who do not come under the above description, such a* traders from foreign 
parts, or inhabitants of Hyderabad, who have always paid the usual duties, the 
K urrorah shall, os heretofore, levy duties from them according to custom. 

Art. 11. The preceding regulations shall take effect, and bS established in the 
respective territories of the contracting parties on the 1st day of September next, 
answering to the 2nd of Jeimud ool Avlrtil A. H* 12:17, after which day no duties 
shall be levied in any other manner than in conformity to the stipulations of tMS 

Aar. 12. This treaty, consisting of twelve articles, being this day settled by 
Major James Achilles Kirkpatrick with the Nabob Asoph Jah Behadur, i £ >jor vir - 
pntriek baa delivered one. copy thereof in English and Persian, signed am 
by himself to the said Nabob, who on lus part has aka delivered one copy of the 
some duly executed by him self, and Major Kirkpatrick, by virtue oi spccia taitio- 
rity, given to him m that behalf by his Excellency the most noble the Governor, 
General in Council hereby declares the said treaty to be m full force from the date 

hereof, niid engages to procure and deliver to his Highness, In the space o y 
davs, a copy of the same from the Governor-Genera I m Council m every respect, 
the counterpart of that executed by himself ; and on the delivery Oi such copy 
the treaty executed by Major Kirkp at nek shall be retur ned. 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged at Hyderabad this 12th day of April, A.1802, 

or tfth day of Znhidge, A* EL 1216. 

J J, A. Kirkfatrice, 

Resident.. 
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between the Honour Ada Jonathan. Duncan, E$q. t 
Pmhlmt and Governor of Rombay, for and in behalf of the Honourable 
East Jhdw Company, and M&wjee Appaf<\ the I>cwm, or of 

Amnd Rq%q Dakwmo' Samth lifm Khti ShnnAtere Behmder, for and 
in hehttif of the said Anund Row lluicotem\ in virtue of the full powers 
rested in the said Rotter Appajee, to treat and settle for the a fairs of 
the G idea tea r PrinoiimHty with die said Governor of Bombay y which 
powers hear date the 3rd of ZHhad t or Hth of March, hi the year of oar 

Ant* 1 . Whereas certain articles ware, underrate the 15th of March Last* an¬ 
swering to the lOtJi Zilkad, entered into, under the above]nentioned full powers, 
by the said contracting parties, in reference to the war then carrying on against 
MUdharllow, and providing for the Unicowar Governments defraying the whide 
expense thereof, and for its subsidising a permanent force from the Honourable 
Company, ami ceding tenthem the l^ergwmah of Chommsy and the Guicowar’s 
share of the Choute of Bwat; ait these stipulations are herein. declared to he in 
Ml force, and of equal strength and solidity, us if repeated in the present treaty* 
Art* 2< Mm’bar Row having commenced hostilities with the state of Ann ml 
Row Guicnwar Senah Khas Kind Sbumshere Behander, and taking possession of 
Vessanagur, induced Anund Row to solicit the assistance of a British force, for the 
purpose of cITc'ctually reducing Mulhar Row, and taking fate fort of Rurree, upon 
which the English sent u force to Cambay, with the view of bringing the said 
chieftain to reason, cither by peaceable or hostile means 3 and the hitter having, 
in consequence, been pursued, on account of Mulhar How's not abiding by the 
advice of the English, the war has since terminated successfully for tin: state of 
Anund Row, who has, in consequence, entered on possession of the fort of Kurree '- 
tuid of its Pergumudis, nod of Mulbar Bow’s other territories, and made a provi¬ 
sion for him n> the Pcrgunnnh of Meryad, ceding also to the English Company the 
Pergurmah of Chickiy, situated in the district of the Surat Attaveesy, in full sove¬ 
reignty for ever, as a spontaneous mark of his gratitude for their assistance in 
overcoming this opposition to his authority* 

Art* 3, By the second article of the convention of the Loth of Match last if is 
stipulated, that J&ydad, or landed funds, equal to the income of sixty-five thou¬ 
sand rupees per mouth, ahull be assigned to the Honourable Company, to defray 
the expense of the subsidized force; hut as, from the present incumbered and 
mortgaged state ol the districts composing the Guieowar principality, these assign¬ 
ments cannot be effected, and the Honourable Company put into possession during 
the current year, beginning from the Mirgh of l&no/or June 1802 , it h hereby 
agreed, that the payment of the subsidy fui this term shall he secured, according 
to the condition of a separate bond executed for this purpose, under the present 
date, and that the assignment of land to the Honourable Company shall he eifec- ' 
tivcly and fully accomplished by the Mirgh of ISfiO, beginning in June 1803. This 
subsidy to be chargeable to rite Guicowar State from the period referred to in the 
convention of. the 15th March* 

Art* 4* 1 he second article of the convention of the 15th March last, proposing 
to effect a reduction in the number of the Arab force under Urn Guicowar Govern- 
men'* the principal obstacle to which consists in want of ready money funds, for 
the liquidation of the arrears of such part of the saidestabltebment aa it te pro- 
posed to disband* and the Honourable Company meaning to extend, to this etTeet, 
some pecuniary assistance to the Guicowar State, the repayment of this amount 
h to take place and be secured In manner following: 

The first payment of interest by the Mirgh of I860, or June 1803; the second 
year J s interest, and one-third of the principal, by the Mirgh of 1861, or June 1804; 
and all the remaining principal and interest by the Mirgh of 1862, or June 1805. 
But in the event of fading in the above stipulated payments, the revenue of the 
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Fergunirnhs of Bwodm* Condj Seuor, Fittud, 'and Ahmedatoad, to the full amount 
of the Ilussud, which will be about 11,75,000 rupees per annum, shall be collected 
bv the Qompany, iu proportion to the advance th*ri may be made by them \ and 
when this debt is fully paid, the collection of that part of the revenue, from the 
above named PergtmnaUs, shall revert again to the mi minis tuition of the Guvem- 

rcent of Rarodra. . . 

Art. Tk There shah be a true friendship and good understanding bo tween the 
Honourable English East India Company and the state of Anjtid Row Guicbwar, 
in pursuance of which, the Company will grant the said chief j$* countenance and 
protection in all Ms public concerns, according to justice and ns may appear to be 
for the good of the country, respecting which he is, also, to listen to advice. And 
the state of the Gufcowur having represented sundry points to the Governor in 
which it is Interested, He baa assured R&oba of the general attention of the Ho¬ 
nourable Company to protect the a drill nitration of Amnul How in all their rights, 
at id to be aiding to its eoncernMfftt.il his Highness the Paishwaj or elsewhere, on 
all just occasions* where their assistance may prove requisite and useful. 

Art. A For the cultivation ami promoting the permanency of the good under¬ 
standing between the two states, there shall be a constant good o >rreapondence 
kept up between them, and agents reciprocally appointed to reside with each. 

Aht. 7. In future, the subjects of each state who may take refuge with either, 
shah be delivered up, if the state from which such party or parties shall have fled 
appear to have any demand of debt, or any just claim against him or them : hut 
as a free intercourse between the countries and the two governments is also in¬ 
tended frivolous claims against parties resorting from their own to the other juris¬ 
diction ure not to be preferred, and in all serious eases cordiality will be shewn. 

Aar. 8, This agreement to be binding anti permanent, when ratith d by the 
Supreme Govern merit of Hen gal, which, in all political concerns, coutrouls all the 
other Presidencies; but, In the mean timii, to be in full force. 

In witness whereof the parties to the foregoing articles of agreement have inter¬ 
changeably put their hands and seals, in Cambay, this 6th day of June, in the year 
of out Lord 1&02« 

(Signed) Jonathan Duncan, 

' Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 


(Signed) 


A true Copy , 
(Signed) 


A. WALKER, 
Kama uuep dec n, 


3. A. Git a NT, 


A true Copy, 

(Signed) H, Shank, 

Acting Political Secretary. 


Sub-Secretary to Government* 


Translation of a Sun mid, or Grant, of CMekletj, written in the form of a 
Loiter to the Honourable Jonathan Dunam, tef Resident owi Governor 
oj* DftHihfjy y by Afvuid How Ouic&tr&r Kb as Kb el Shuffis/wre Bt.- 

haudir. 

Mulhar Row Guiixiwor Himmut Be hander being indebted tons for the arrears of 
our annual account^ and having exchanged Bnhunders, or sccnntiei, for the future 
i^nod behaviour on both sides, a settlement bad taken place* In the present, year 
Mulhar Row unjustly raised a quarrel with us, and without paying any regard to 
the Bahanders, or securities, we sent to him, for the purpose of discussing the 
subject, the fort of Bissau agar was taken from m, and he occasioned much dis¬ 
turbance in out country* , Jkbajt e Appajee, in his proceeding with troops to k&tm 
and Katiavod, was opposed by him, and there ensued a battle. In consequence of 
this we dispatched Kemauleddeen Hoosaien Khan Rehader and Gopal Kow Rape- 
jee to you, and begged the assistance of the Company Bchmler, on condition that 
we shall defray the charges of their troops, for which a due provision has been 
separately made: but in testimony of uur sense of the seasonable assistance af¬ 
forded to 'us bv the Honourable Company, we now make the Company a prescut 
of Chickley, within the province of Surat Attavissy, to be taken possession of by 




the English, at the beginning of the approaching year, on Savant and to 

enjoy the benefit of it for ever. In this Pergmmah, whatever are the gifts a id 
donatiofta, such as annuities Etiftms of villages and grounds, charitable allowances* 
and the rights of the Zemindars, may be observed find allowed for, according to the 
usual rules, and the Mi an re of the pro sent year against that Pcrgbt&ttah may be 
discharged, agreeable to its Recounts. 

Dated 2nd Sufftjr, or 4th June 1802. 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) H. Shank, 

Anting Political Secretary. 


line Copy, 

(Signed) J* HkitATT, Assistant to the Secretary. 


Midst( Kaunt, in the R®jah*B own hand writing. 

f, Anmit Row Guicowar Sena Khel Shumsere hrfi&cler, do hereby confirm an ! 
ratify such compacts and agreements as my faithful Do wan, Rowjejs Appajec, hath 
in my name, and on my behalf, made and concluded with, the Honourable the 
Governor of Bombay. 

Firstly. 1 hereby confirm and ratify such grants of lands as my ait id Dew an 
Rowjee Appajee has made to the Honourable Company either In Etinm or Jaydad; 
and \ also declare that 1 hold myself, my heirs and successors, bound to repay in 
money, or in such further landed assignments as maybe sufficient for the purpose, 
all debts and exptnees which the English Government have been at or contracted 
in the course ol* their military operations in Gu?,erat, undertaken tor the support 
ol my Government. 

Secondly. I entirely approve and highly commend the prudence of my Dewaii 
in having obtained a body of English troops, to remain permanently in this coun¬ 
try, m on their courage and fidelity J place an unlimited dependence. 

I have determined that the payment of this subsidiary force shall commence 
from the 1st of this month, English style, or let of Assar 18.H9, Hindu tera. 

Thirdly, As 1 repose an entire confidence in the English, I depend on their 
friendship to shield me from misfortunes. I am sensible that there are many evil 
disposed persona amongst the Arabs, who. disregarding my legal authority, have 
plotted against my liberty, and even my life. By the favour of God they have 
been defeated, but should their wicked machinations at any time hereafter succeed, 

1 shall expect the English to release me, and desire that all my acts and deeds, 
although executed hy me in the usual form while in that state* of restraint, may 
he considered ns of no validity. I desire, therefore, that ruy subjects will pay no 
attention to my orders in this situation, hut hear what Major Walker has to my, 
strictly following Isis directions and assisting hint in every measure that he shall 
device or direct for restoring my person to freedom. 

Whoever, in short, shall either bring Canonjee into the management of affaira, 
or shut sue up in the Fort of Bavpdn or elsewhere, ia a rebel, and I folly authorize 
the aforesaid Major Alexander Walker, or the person intrusted with the chief 
management of the Company's affairs in Gush? rat, to chastise such disturber a of 
Government, and bring them to that punishment which is due to those who en¬ 
danger the person of their sovereign id every part of the world. 

Thus, therefore, I order all the faithful officers of Government, Silladar®, Se- 
bundy and others, on any of the foregoing events occurring, to obey Major 
Walker's orders. 

Fourthly. 'Whereas it is signified in certain articles of agreement between the 
Honourable Company and my Dewatt Rowjee Appajec, that the English Govern* 
ment is disposed to assist in reducing the Arab force in hy service, Major Walker, 
Resident ou the part of the English Government at Baroda, consents to assist me 
with a pecuniary loan, to effect this reduction in the following terms* 

Fifthly. As it seems impossible that I can retrieve myself or my country from 
its present embarrassments, without reforming and reducing the expense in every 
department, I do hereby promise and agree to make the necessary reductions by 
degrees. The objects of reduction arc contained in the annexed account, and, if 
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no&aible, they ahull be effected at the periods specified opposite to each of the 
articles. 

Sixthly. Before any money is advanced, Major Walker must he satisfied that 
H real and effective redaction shall take place For this purpose, an exhibition 
must be made of the account* p and a muster taken of the troops in the presence 
of three persons, viz, one on the part of the Company, one on the part of the 
Guicownr Government, and the third by such of the Jemadars, or Pavdkha, as may 
be the agents of the Sebundy, According to this muster the account shall he taken 
and discharged. 

Seventhly. I do hereby further agree and promise, that 1 shedl positively reduce 
the Arab and other force, within six or eight months after the present reduction ia 
accomplished to the standard of Tutteh SLoffr time ; but to enable me to perform 
this stipulation, it will be necessary for the English Government tr> assist rue, an 
they have done on the present occasion. 

Eighthly. Provision is already math in the 4th article of agreement,executed 
and interchanged between the lionourailc the Governor of Bombay, and My Dewan 
Rowjee Appajcc, bearing date the 6th June, or 5th Suffer last, fbr the payment of 
the principal and interest of the money to be advanced by the Company, but 
as it has sixvee been proposed to pay the same off one year sooner than b 
thereby provided, by applying the entire Russud of the lands appropriated by 
that article lo the amount of 11*75,000 rupees per annum, tu the discharging in 
equal proportion, of the principal and interest of the money to be advanced by the 
Company, and bv such other persons as may engage therein, Major Wa lker, accepts 
of the modification by which the Company's advance may be liquidated one year 
sooner than it would be hy ft strict adherence to the letter of treaty, it being how¬ 
ever always understood that the provisions in the 4th article of the said treaty of 
the 6th of June, or bth Suffer, are always in full force, tne same as if this sub¬ 
sequent engagement had not been made in the event of the repayment of the 
honourable ' Company 5 a loan as well of principal ns of interest, failing to be made 
good in t he more speedy mode now proposed. The amount of the above receipt 
or Rsmud, ia to be collected every year from the Camavisadars of,the Pergutumhsi 
allotted for this purpose, in the treaty of the Gtb of June, by such persons as the 
Government of Bombay may appoint. 

Ninthly, interest on that part of the pecuniary aBsiatanee and aid which the 
Cotapany may give on this occasion, shall be reckoned and accounted ibr from the 
time the said Company may raise a loan for that purpose, and it shall be reckoned 
every six months at the rate of three quarters per cent, per month of thirty days, 
instead of every year, or every twelve months. All or any loss by exchange, or 
otherwise, which may arise by bringing the money from Bombay to this place, 
shall be on my account and made good by me ami my successor*. 

Tenthly, Conformably to Major Walker's suggestions and wishes, the articles 
contained m this declaration w f cre written, and to which I have given my assent; but 
in the event of evil-dimposed persons attempting any thing unfair, or unreasonable, 
against any person, my devmn, Rawjee Appnjee his son, bis brother, nephew, or 
relations, and Madow Row Tatia Mazumdar, or even should 1 myself, or my suc^ 
cessors, commit any thing improper, or unjust, the English Government shall 
interfere, and ace in either case that it is settled according tu equity and reason. 

T havc also required of Major Walker on the part of the Compand to promise 
that my state and government shall be permanent, and descend to the lineal inhen- 
tois of the Muanud, and that the dewanship shall be preserved to Rowjoc Appajec. 

In the last place, I desire to form the most intimate connection with the Com¬ 
pany, and that all business with the Poona Durbar, may be jointly managed by the 
English resident, and my Vakeel. 

Such arc my wbshes and sentiments. So help me God. 

Given at Baroda, 29th July, 1802. 

Witness: 

(Signed) Gocaut, Row B a conjee. 

Vakeel in brhalf of Suna Koag Khtd ShnrasUere Bdmder. 

Witness: 

(Signed) Miguel o& Lima Socjsa. 

The date cf the Mahratta version, in the hand-writing of the Dew an, a* also the 
jjgnature ” Anund Row Guicownr Sena Kas* Khet Shumahere Balmdcr/ 1 ' The 
following words are written in the Rajah's cpwr hand: " the above writing is true/* 
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APPENDIX I. 

Statute** of the College of Fort William, in Bengal. 

L -Itimfota* t if Sfudettte.—Every student, previously to hi® admission, shall 
subscribe tho following declaration, via. :►—* 

“ I A, B* do hereby solemnly and faithfully promise and declare, that I wilt sub* 
rait to the statute® and rules of the college of which 1 am about to be admitted a 
member ; that L will ever maintain its honour, interest®, and privileges ; and that 
1 will he obedient to the provost, to the vice-provost, and to all the superior offi- 
cere of the college, in all Jawfvri commands. A. B/' 

Which subscription being made, hits admission shall be recorded in the college 
register; in which also shall he inserted his age, rank, degree In any university, his 
native country and district, the time of hi® appointment to the service, and of hi® 
arrival in India ; together with his destination to the establishments of Bengal, 
Fort St. George, or Bombay, 

II, Admission of the Superior Officers and “Inasmuch as the College 

of Fort William is founded on the principles of the Christian religion, and is in¬ 
tended not only to promote the kuowlcrL; r of oriental literature, to instruct the 
students in the duties of the several stations to which they may be destined in tl).e 
government of the British empire in India, and to strengthen and confirm, within 
thav poascssicms,’the attachment of the civil servants of the East India Company 
to the wise Saw® end happy constitution of Great Britain ; but also to main tain 
and uphold the Christian religion in tins quarter of tin; globe, it is declared, that 
no person shall hold any superior office in iliii institution, ox be admitted as pro¬ 
fessor or lecturer in the same, until he shall have taken the oath of allegiance to 
the King's Majesty, and shall have subscribed the following declarations, v^. 

** 1 A, It. do solemnly and faithfully promise and declare, that I will not teach or 
maintain publicly or privately any doctrines ur opinions contrary to t.h; Christian 
religion, or to the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England, as by law es¬ 
tablished-" 

u 1 A- B. do solemnly and faithfully promise and declare, that i will not teach or 
maintain publicly or privately any doctrines or opinions contrary to the lawful con¬ 
stitution of Great Britain, cither in church or state, or contrary to the duty which 
1 owe, as a faithful mid loyal subject, to the royal person, family, and government 
of his Majesty," 

" \ a. ti, do solemnly and faithfully promise and. declare, that I will obey the 
statute® and rules of the college of which l am about to be admitted a member, 
and that 1 will endeavour, by precept and example, to maintain and promote 
order, discipline, and good morals in the same. A, BJ 1 

HI. Of Terms .—Four terms shall be h olden with in each year. 

The first term shall commence on the sixth day of February, and end on the 
last day of March. 

The second term shall commence on the fourth day of May, and end on the last 
day of June* 

The third term shall commence on the first day of August, and end on the last 
day of September. 

The fourth term shah commence on the first day of November, and end on the 
last day of December. 

J V* Of Lectures and Exercises .—Daring each term, the professors, lecturer®, and 
teachers shall instruct the student® in the manner to be prescribed by the council 
of the college. 

Everf student shall attend at least one class of study in the oriental languages 
during each term. 

Into whatever class or classes a student shall enter, he shall continue in the 
same, attending to the prescribed studies, until the expiration of the terra. 

Permission to attend the different lectures shall be granted by the provost, 

* The Statutes sac here riven in further illustration of the principles which guided the 
founder uf the college of Foit William- 


ftrnr^ 
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.e council of the college shall prescribe the public exercise# to be performed 
by the students during each term. 

V, Of E&Mviftetiom,--Tv!Q public examinations shall be boltkn annually. 

The first examination shall be holden at the close of the second terra* 

The second examination shall be hidden at the dose of the fourth term* 

At each of these examinations each student shall be publicly examined in one or 
more of the oriental languages, and shall be classed according to his respective pro¬ 
ficiency. 

The comparative proficiency of the students shall be determined in all possible 
cases, by exercises in writing* and by written answers to questions proposed in 
writing by the examiners. 

The professor of the language or science in which the stvnfoiifs shall be examined! 
shall attend the examination, and shall afford such assistance in the conduct of it, 
as may lie required by the examiner#, but he shall not have a vote in determin¬ 
ing the respective proficiency of the students, or in adjudging the prizes or hono¬ 
rary rewards* 


in order to encourage and to ascertain the proficiency of the students in general 
learning, and in languages not the immediate objects of this institution, any alu* 
dent, at the prescribed examinations, may be examined in any branch of useful 
knowledge, science, or literature. 

The prizes and honorary rewards of each year shall be announced on the fourth 
day of May ; they shall he awarded by the examiners at the second examination in 
each year, and shall be publicly distributed on the sixth day of February following, 
to such students as shall have obtained from the examiners certificates of peculiar 
merit. 

The committees of examination hi the ditfcrent branchcsof study shall be ap¬ 
pointed by the councii of the college, 

The examiners shall subscribe the following declaration, viz*: 

u I A. R* do solemnly and faithfully promise and declare, that I will give an im 
partial judgment of the comparative merits of the students now to be examined/*' 

" A. B." 

VI, Of Public Dtoputaticm and Dedamatiam in the Oriental Languages 
Whereas It is necessary that the students destined to exercise high and Important 
functions in India, should be able to speak the oriental languages with fluency and 
propriety; it is therefore declared that public disputations and declamations shall 
be nolden in the oriental languages, at stated times, to be prescribed by the council 
of the college. 

VT1. Of Exercises in English Compo&itim, —Each student shall compose one 
essay or declamation in the English language, during the course of each term. 

The subject of these essays or declamation* shall be proposed by the council of 
the college, and such compositions as may appear to merit distinction shall be 
read in public. 

VIH. Of Certificated and Degrees, — No student shall be considered to have 
finished his course of study in the college of Fort William, until he shall have com¬ 
pleted twelve terms, or three years, in the manner required by the statutes, at the 
expiration of which period of time, every student shali receive from the council of 
the college a certificate, specifying the proficiency which he may have made in the 
proscribed studies of the college ; and also the tenor of his general conduct during 
the period of his residence at the college. 

Attested copies of all such certificates shall be submitted to the visitor, who will 
enter the =,ame on the public records of the Government. 

A degree of honour shall be conferred by the visitor on such persons as shall bo 
distinguished for peculiar excileucc in the knowledge of any of the oriental lan¬ 
guages, of the Mahomedan or Hindu codes of la w, or of oriental literature. 

This degree shall not be cn if erred on any student who shall not nave received 
ft certificate from the council of the college in the manner prcsferibeifty tfilft 
statute. 

IX. Jurisdiction of the /YetwA—The professor#, officers, students, teachers, 
and servants of the college, shall be under the immediate jurisdiction of the pro¬ 
vost. 

Divine service shall ho performed in the college chapel at such times as the 
provost shall appoint, at which dl the students shall attend. 
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It shall he the peculiar province iu\d sacred duty of the provost governing tfc« 
college at Fort William, to guard the moral unci religious interests and character of 
the institution, and vigilantly to superintend tbft conduct and principles of all its 
members This trim he shall especially discharge by admonishing such professors 
or officer* of the college as shall neglect thdr duty, or almlJ fail to afford a proper 
example for the imitation of the students. And if his admonition shall prove in- 
effect ual, he shall report the circumstances of the case to the visitor. 

Students who shall be guilty of indecorous conduct, or who shall neglect, or wil¬ 
fully disobey the statutes or rules of the college, shall be admonished by the pro¬ 
vost privately, or by the council of the college, according to the nature and ehcuin¬ 
stances of the case. 

When the gravity of the offence shall require such a proceeding, the name of 
my student offending against the statutes or nates of the college, or against the 
principles of order, morality, or religion, shall he reported by the council of the 
college to the visitor. 

X. Oj the Ctmndlvf the College.— The council of (he college shall consist of 
five members, of which the protest and vice provost for the time being shall bo 
two. The three remaining mem ban shall bo appointed by the visitor. 

Any four or three members shall constitute a council, provided the provost or 
vice-provost be actually present; no council tdiall be holden otherwise thuui in the 
presence of the provost or vice-provost. 

The council of the college shall have power to propose to the visitor the enact¬ 
ment of any new Statute, or the amendment or abrogation of any existing statute 
for che government of the college, 

The council of the college shall have power to enact laws and private regulations 
for the internal government and discipline of the college- All such rules shah be 
submitted to the inspection of the visitor from time to time, and shall be revocable 
by his authority alone* 

The round 1 of the college shall meet once in every month at least, on n day to 
be appointed by the provost. 

The council of the college shall investigate the general state of the institution, 
ail disbursements and charge*, and the establishments of the professors, lecturers, 
Moon shies, Molvies, and Pundits j and shall propose to the visitor such alterations 
in the same as circumstances may appear to require 

Al l questions in the council of the college shall be determined by the majority 
of voices. 

In any case , i which the voices shall be equally divided, the provost, or in his 
absence, the vice-provost, shall have the casting voice* 

AH proceedings of the council of the college shall be regularly submitted to the 
visitor. 

XL Of Apartment* ond of the Jtuhliv Table 1 The student* of the college of 
Fort William shall be provided with apartments at the expense of the college. 

A public tabic for the tudents shall also ho maintained at the expanse of the 
college. 

No student shall absent himself from the public table iu the College Hall often cr 
than twice in a week during term. 

XlL Of Debts ,—W herons every student attach ed to th e col lege o f Fort w i 11 iam 
will receive the monthly allowance of three hundred Sicca Rupees, and will also bo 
provided with apartments, and with a common table at the expense of the college, 
it is declared, that if any student shall contract debt during the period of his resi¬ 
dence at the college (to be computed from the time of Ills admission to the time of 
the last examination,] he shall not receive from (lie council of the college the cer¬ 
tificate prescribed by Statute VIII. olmp, l. until he shall have delivered to the 
council of the college a satisfactory statement of the amount of such debt; which 
statement shall be annexed to. the said certificate. 


WKI.irRRLCy, 


By command of the Patron and Visitor, 
David Rirown* 
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Officers and Professors.* 


The Couftt it of the College, The Rev. David Bruwn, Provost; the Rev. Claudius 
Buchanan, Vice-Provost; the Honourable Henry XV ellesley* George Hilaro Barlow, 
Esq., Neil Benjamin Edrmjostoive, Esq. 

Pnfemrt, George Hilaro Barlow, E*q. (Professor of the laws and regulations 
of the British Government in India); Neil Benjamin '!■ dmomtone, Esq, (Profea- 
rnr of Hie Persian language) ; Lieutenant John Reulite, (Frpfius&or of the Arabic 
language) ; Jolm Gilchrist, Esq. {Professor of the liindostan: e language) ; the 
Rev. Claudius Buchanan, (Professor of the Greek, Latin, and English classics.) 

Teachers, Mr. William Carey, (Teacher of the Bengalee, and Sanscrit lan¬ 
guages) ; James Dinwiddle, LX,#. (Teacher of muHicmatkfl) ; Mr. Dm Plessv, 
(Teacher o| modern languages; ; Mr. Lmntden, (Assistant in the Persian derail¬ 
ment) ; Mr. Rothman, (Secretary to Hie council of the College.) 

List of studente t f ti tth the date of their arrival wit,—Bw&tL— John William 
Laing, February 26, 1796; Alexander Ross, February 26, 1796 ; GWge Dempster 
Guthrie, Mar Hi 2 , 1707 ; James Wemyss, Mm - h 6, 1707 ; BomUtif — John Mori 
eon, July 20, 1797 j Bengal —Charles Lloyd, Jam,ary 24, 1796; RicRord 

Thomas Goodwin, January 29, 1798; Ben ; gai—- William Pearson Elliott* Fob nary 
IH, 1798; William John Shnds, February IB, 1 798 ; John William Grant, March J2, 

1798; Matthew Low, March 1S> 1798; Smith,— *.— 

Bengali IBiam Scott, April 21, 1793; Bombay—T, H. King, September 29, 
1798 s Be^^Riehmond Thackeray, October 27, 1798 ; Henry Hodgson, Octo¬ 
ber 31, 1798; RoberJ Vaositturt, November £i a 1798; George Hartwell November 
Ci, 1798; Richard Owen Wynne, November G, 1798; Will kin Perdvut Potts, 
November G, 1798; J mneis Morgan, November?, 1798; David Campbell, jppeem- 
ber 21,1798 ; Richard Chicheky Plowdeo, August 2, 1799; James Hunter, August 
29, 1799; William Toone Swettcnhain, August 29, 1799; W. M* Plenum? , Septem¬ 
ber 18* 1799; Wjjlwm Baton, September 18* 1799; WiBiatn RenneU, October 21, 
1799; William Beam Martin, October 21, 1797; David Morrkaom October 26, 
1799: William Butterworth Bay ley, November 6, 1799; Meurv Dumbleton, No¬ 
vember 6, 1799; Paul William Peehdl, November 6, 1799 : William Morton, 
November 6, 1799; Bombay — Samuel Bmirchier* December 6, 1799; James 
Joseph Sparrow* December 6* !799 ; Bengal -#Juries Chiiholme, December 15, 
1799; Fort St George —Thomas Newnham, March 15, 1800; Bengal —George 
French, March 16, 1800; Fort Si. George William Chaplin; July 13, 1800; Tor- 
rick Hamilton* July 13* 1800; Charles Higginson, July 13, 1800 ; Edward Wood, 
July 13, 1800; Robert Charles Rem. July 17, 1800; Btmgal — John Wauchope, 
August. I, 1800; Hi eh aid Joseph Powell. September 1, 1800; Anthony Rlagrnve, 
October 14* 1800; John Ewer* October 14, 1800; James Richard Harwell, October 
15, 1800; Fort SL George- -Alexander Hamilton Kelso, December 5, jftOO; Bengal 
—George .lames Robarts, December 8* 1800; Alexander Bruere Tod, December 8* 
1800; Ilf die it Haldane Rattray* December 9, 1800; Thomas Perry, December 0, 
1800; John Digby, December 9, 1800; Robert Mitfbrd, December 9, 1800 : Charles 
Theoplulus Metcalfe, January 3* 1801; William Gorton, January 4, 1801 : Thomas 
Lidl, January 4* 180|; Joseph White Sage, January 4* 1801 ; Clotworthy Umvan, 
January 5, 1 901 ; B&m&ay— Richard Jenkins, January 7, 7801 ; Bengal — Hasting* 
Impcy, January 12, 1801; Bofrihcttf — Byrom ftowles* January* 

* Ifai6 ( l3 s«vfin a * aa hiaiorieil document lo Justice lo thaw gentlemen who aided is eaiu. 
bliHhUi>{ lhr Hfii Tirrti-N jm 

t Many of these Mud rus PiVmji it^iuk rHsTi uyuithcd tlimrselvr* in Die sender of Hie Ooui* 


paiif. 
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from (ho Mysore Commimonem to the Qwiermf~Oetwrat> the Eari of 
Mornlnglony ijr*?. deled 3 Of A June, i/99. 

L. We have the honour to inform your Lordship, that Purhfea having reported 
to us, on the 25th instant, that the Brahmins had fixed on the 30th of June, us the 
most auspicious flay for placing Kistna Rajah Ooduwcr cm the Miisnod ol Mysore, 
we resolved that the ceremony should ace 1 >cdiugly he performed on that day. 

2 . We at the same time communicated to Lieut .-General Harris our wish, that, 
he would, if possible, resist ffi person on Ms occasion. 

3, th? Excellency, in consequence, came hither from camp yesterday morning, 
attended by Ilis suite, and an escort of European cavalry, tor the occasion. 

4 The Rajah and his family removed some days ago from Seiingapfitafn to the 
Old town of Mysore, where the best preparations were made for ttmr accomoda¬ 
tion which circumstances would admit, 

5 This morning the members of the commissions, accompanied by Meer Allum, 
and his son Meer Dowran, and preceded by his Majesty's 12th regiment of foot, 
proceeded to the residence of the Rajah, who was placed on the Musnud about 
noon, under three vulUes of musquelry from the troops on the spot, and a royal 
salute from the guns of Serin gap atam. 

6. The ceremony of placing the Rajah on the M us mid was performed by Lieut.- 
General Harris, m senior member of the commission, arid by Meet Allum. each of 
them taking a hand of hw Highness on the occasion. Hi* Excellency the Com¬ 
mander -in-Chtetj some time after, delivered to the Rajah the seal and signet of 

the Ranje. . , ; _■ 

7. The deportment of the young Erince, dnrmg this ceremony, was remarkably 
decqtpns, considering the untoward circumstances which had preeptted Ins elevation, 
and comfit med the opinion which we had formed of him at our first visit to him, 

8. We have great pleasure in informing your Lordship, that Gholatn All Khan, 
All ftem, Budrus Zeraiun Khan, ami Syed Mohommed Khan,*pontaneou»ly at¬ 
tended oh this occasion. The Meer Suddoor was prevented, we understand, by 

indisposition. , .. 

9. After taking leave of the Kajah, we partook of an entertainment which had 
been provided for us in an adjoining Choultry. 

10. The inauguration having taken place under an open Pandmil, the specta¬ 
tors were very numerous; and It would be difficult to describe the joy which was 
visible in tho countenances of all the Hindoos present. 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c. 


Geo, Ha anis, 


Arthur Wei.lesley, 
Henry Welch si ky, 
Wm. KIRKPATRICK, 
By, Close. 


Seringa pa tarn, 
June 30th 1799, 
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Notice of the Board of Trade of the htk of October * 1798. 

i; That the Board of Trade, in pursuance of authority from the Governor 
General in council, purposes to hire on account of thi? Company, ships duly quali¬ 
fied according to law, to proceed with cargoes from Bengal to England in the 
present season 179B-9, and that the owners will be permitted (under the restric¬ 
tions stated in the 1 UK and 12th articles) to occupy the tonnage of their respective 
ships with their own or other goods to be delivered at the port of London. 

a. Tenders of ships will he received at the office of the Secretary to the Board 
of Trade, on or before the 31st of January, 1799; and they must contain the fob 
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fiwing particulars : name of the ship; name of the owner, and their place of 
residence; name of the commander; hv whom the ship \m* built; ship's burthen 
by carpenter's measurement; when the ship will be ready to recommence loading ; 
whan ready to have the river for the voyage, 

3, Ships not at present in port, but expected, may be tendered, 

4* The ships will be taken up on their measured tonnage* 

5, Shq,nJd any ship not be ready to commence loading at the time specified, 
or be ready to leave the river for the 5 voyage at the time specific the owners 
will be liable for failure in the former to have their ships rejected* notwithstanding 
the previous acceptance of her j and for failure in the latter to a penalty (payable 
in Bengal) of twenty-five sicca rupees per ton of the ship's tonnage; unless such 
cause for delay be assigned as the Governor-Genera] in council or the Board of 
Trade may deem satisfactory* 

6, The Board of Trade shall be at liberty, previous to the acceptance of any ship, 
to cause her to be surveyed, 

7 Tbe Board of Trade reserve to themselves the right of rejecting any tender 
without assigning any reason tip the party. 

S* Every ship after the delivery of her cargo in England, will be permitted to 
return to India, and tn bring all such goods and merchandize as nmy legally be 
brought, ordnance and military stores excepted* 

9, Each ship, if not already registered cither in India or England must ha regifi^ 
tered in Bengal according to the mode practised with respect to the ships which 
wore taken up in Bengal in the season of 1795*6. And no ship will be permitted 
to take in cargo until she shall he registered accordingly* or until the certificate of 
her former registry be produced to the Board of Trade, as the case may be. 

10. The goods must be manifested at the Export Warehouse fur passing on 
hoard of the ships, in the i&mc manner ns is done with private goods w hich go on 
ships taken up by the Company in England, 

11 The undermentioned commodities arc prohibited by the Court of Directors 
from being carried to Great Britain from India: China raw silk, tea. Nankeen 
cloths* 

12. The Company shall, if they think fit (and not otherwise) occupy as far as 
one per cent, of the Chartered tonnage of each ship with stores for St, Helena, 
allowing freight for the same, at the rate of £12 sterling per ton. The amount ‘of 
the freight will be paid at St. Helena, on the delivery of the stores, and payment 
will be made cither in cash, or by bills upon the Court of Directors payable sixty 
days after sight at the option of the Governor and council of St. Helena. 

13* The Board of Trade do not mean to lade any goods upon any of the ships 
besides the stores mentioned in the preceding article. 

14, Each 3hip shall carry free of charge, such packets sis may be sent on board 
by the Govemor*GenersJ in council for St, Helena, or for England, or by the Go¬ 
vernor and conned of St, Helena for England. 

15. The ships must not carry any passenger., from India to Europe, or from 
Europe to India, or from any place whatever to another wit hout permission, under 
a penalty of live hundred pounds sterling for every pa^nger so carried without 
permission. 

Id* Two securities (not being owners of the ship, the partners of a mercantile 
or agency house to be considered but as (me security) must be named for the per¬ 
formance of engagements,; and the assent of the security must accompany the 
tender. 

17. For information of the further conditions intended to fee stipulated, the 
public arc referred to the draft of a charter party which U preparing, and, when ready 
(notice of which will be given) will be submitted for general Inspection. 

IS, Tlie owners of the ships must reimburse to the Company the under-men¬ 
tioned expenses* and pay the subjoined fees to their officers; 

Allowance customarily drawn by the agent and mauler attendant upon despatch" 
Ing the ships. Cost of the printed copies of the charter parties fees as follow i— v 
ro the secretary of the Board of Trade on the signing of the charter party, i OgoM 
mohurti; to the sub-export warehouse keeper on the mariiteats of the goods 
shipped being completed* and ibr preps ring the documents necessary for dr t patch¬ 
ing the ship, if under 506 tom, 6 gold inohurB; if 500 ton^ uY upwards, 10 do, ; 
to the master attendant* his deputy* or his assistant, on mustering the mew upon 
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the final dispatch of the ship, H unto OOQ tons* 2 f6ol<l mohurc ; if £00 tons, or 
upwards, ;t guld muhura; jko the master attendant, his deputy, or Ids assistant, cm 
mistering tbp crew upon the flfcip’a return to Bengal, if under 5Oft tema, 2 gold 
mohurs j if ofiO tons, or. upwards, 3 gold motors. 

ID. It is requested that the tenders he made out in the following form i 

To JK A* Editions tone> Esq. Secretary (o the Bo&nl vf Truths. 

h in consequence of the advertisement tearing date the 5th of Oetoher, inviting 
traders of ships to carry cargoes from Bengal to Kngland in the season l/JB-D, I 
beg leave to tender the under -mentioned ship; and subjoin the several particular! 
required respecting her; viz. ship s name, [ ] dole owners, f ] 

[ \ jnhabitant of [ ] [ ] ditto [ ] comman¬ 
der [ J built at [ ] in the year [ ] by [ ] 

burthen by carpenters measurement, tons [ ] will be ready to com¬ 
mence loading by tire [ J will be ready to leave the river for'the voyage 

by the [ J , „ , 

2 , I agree [on behalf of myself, and of the other owners] to abide by all the 
conditions contained in, the advertisement, nd in the draft, of the charter party. 

3. As securities for my performance of engagements, l beg leave to tender the 
under-mentioned persons, whose assent is hereunto fumexed: 

[ 3 

Calcutta, the or 17D 

I am, fee. 

We agree to be securities, 

[ ] 

r J 

2b. Persons tendering ships on behalf of constituents must, with then- tenders, 
send, for the inspection of the Board of Tmd$, their authority for making the 


Published by order of the Boar d of Trade, 


W. A EnatotooNB, Secretary. 


APPENDIX N. 

Extract from \t public Loiter from the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company to Bengal dated 2Sik Maij t 17 $$? 

7th Conceiving it a duty incumbent upon ua to afford our civil and military 
servants, and all Christians living under our protection, professing the Protestant 
religion, the means of attending Divine service, in which we trust, those in supe¬ 
rior station will set the example, wc moat cheerfully acquiesce in your proposal tnr 
erecting chapels in the progressive manner pointed out in the fi3d paragraph of the 
letter to which we are now replying, such edifices to be ns plain and .nimpte a* 
possible, that ail unnecessary expense may he avoided. 

7l. Having thus, as far as depends upon us, provided for the due observance of 
public worship on the sabbath-day, we cannot avoid mentioning the information 
we have received, that at the military stations it is no uncommon thing for the 
solemnity of the day to he broke in upon by horse-racing, whilst Divine worship, 
(for which the sabbath is especially enjoined to be set apart) is never performed at 
any of those stations, though chaplains are allotted to them. And we have now 
before us a printed horse-racing atouint r by which it appears that not loss than eight 
matches were run at Chmgnrah in one day, and that on a Sunday. Wo arc asto¬ 
nished and shocked at this wide deviation from one of the most distinguishing and 
universal institutions of Christianity. We must suppose it to have been so gradual, 
that transitions from one step to another have been Utile observed; but the stage at 

* iurV rn H to at i*. ai6* in Uu* Govinwr-titniwar* inter to ibe Chairman resjnrcfiiu,' Fnrt 
William Callage, 
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it ib now arrived, if oar information lit' true, must appear to every leyiioii- 
uhlf wan, highly discreditable to ovir govtxnracnt, and totally Incompatible with the 
religion we profess* 

12. To, prfj&gfcya the asi endam y which our national character has acquired over 
the minds of the natives of India, must ever be of inipurtimte to the maintenance 
of the politics] power wc possess' h\ the East, and wc are well persuaded that tins 
end is not to be served either by a disregard of the external observances of religion, 
or by any limitation to Eastern maimers and opinions, but rather by retaining 
nil the distinctions of our national principles, diameter and images. Thf events 
which have recently passed in Kuirope, point out that the present fa least of ail the 
time in which irndigton should he promoted or oncenraged j for with nn attach¬ 
ment to the religion which wc profess, is found to he intimately connected m 
attachment to our laws and constitution ; besides which, it Is calculated to produce 
the most beneficial checks I u society; ti> maintain in it. the peace, the aubtmiination, 
and all the principles and practices on which its stability and happiness depend, 

7 d. "Wc therefore enjoin that all such profanations of the sabbath, as have 
been mentioned, he forbidden and prevented; and that Divine service be regularly 
performed* as in England, eve 17 Sunday, m all the mi I tor) stations ; and all Euro¬ 
pean officers and soldiery unless hindered bv sickness or actual duty, are to bo 
required punctually to attend* for which such ®* hour is to be fixed as shall Ire most 
suitable to the climate, The chaplains are to be positively ordered to be regular 
and correct in the performance of their duty, and if any one of them neglect it, or 
by his conduct bring discredit on his profession* we direct that he be dismissed 
from our service . 

74- We rely on the ready obedience of the commanding officers at the different 
stations, in carrying this necessary regulation into execution* and particularly 
depend on the attention of out Commaiitler^n-CbieE and of our Governor*Gene¬ 
ral for giving it mil effect. 

7 S. W n are here naturally led to remark, exclusive of what relates to the public 
institutions of religion, that the general tenor of the Indian newspapers, and peri¬ 
odical publications which come under our inspection* an well ns the private infor¬ 
mations which reach this country, concur in exhibiting an increasing spirit of 
luxury and dissipation in our principal settlements, and even at some of the sub’ 
ordinate stations, 

7 fi. This suggests to us much matter of very serious concern and apprehension, 
it points to evils incalculable in their consequences. One inference immediately 
a tiring from it is* that either the general settle of allowances and emoluments in 
our service eh too large, or that by an improvident use of them, a principle of ru- w 
wants and new desires is kept in too much activity, and thus a tone given to the 
general niaimers moat contrary to that regulated economy on which so much turns 
the- welfare of governments* and the comfort, independence, anil respectability of 
individuals. 

77, It is on the qualities of our servants that the safety of the British posses¬ 
sions in India essentially depends; on their virtue, their intelligence, their laborious 
application* thdr vigilance and public spirit. We have seen, and do still with 
pleasure see, honourable examples of all these; we are anxious to preserve and 
Increase such examples, inul therefore cannot contemplate without alarm* the ex¬ 
cessive growth of fashionable amusements and shew-, the tendency of w hich fa to 
enervate tb-: mind, nod impair its riobjer qualities, to introduce ft hurtful emulation, 
in expense, to net up false standards of merit, to confound the different orders in 
society, and to beget an aversion to serious occupations. 

78. This taste in a society which, with an exception of the article of commercial 
gains, a source by no means geneita, derives its whole income mediately or imme¬ 
diately from the State, is especially to be deprecated. The progressive wealth and 
prosperity of any country* do indeed too naturally increase luxury and its atten¬ 
dant evils; but where this order is inverted, and luxury increases* whiktthe grand 
source that -upplies it remains, without pro portion ate aiigmontation, ns Is the ease 
of the land revenue of Bengal, now unalterably fixed in its amount* the conse¬ 
quences must be eventually ruinous, unless a system so preposterous in effectually 
(becked. 

19, Believing that the enjoyment of a vowed, honourable allowances, would tend 
to promote, among other beneficial effects* a due regulation of expense, the Com- 



pany have, from such considerations, strained their own means to put their servant* 
on the moat liberal footing ; but whilst they fed themselves weighed down by the 
civil and military charge* of their establishments* they art: still frequently assailed 
in one way or another, by new implications fur pecuniary concessions ; and yet at 
the same time that we hear of straits and hariteftip® resulting from inadequate 
allowances, we not only discern evident marks of Increasing dissipation m the 
general habits of Kurtqjean society in India, hut in some of them a spirit of gaming 
publicly shewing itself in lotteries, and the keen pursuits of the turf* 

80- We must here mention the imiormation we have received, that some indi¬ 
viduals at, and under your. Presidency, have lately introduced the pernicious prac¬ 
tice of gami ng to a very considerable extent, which must "be ultimately ruinous 
to many. As we consider such practices tu be totally incompatible with the 
interest of the Company, we earnestly recommend it to our Governor-General, 
to endeavour to discover the names of those concerned thcreiiJi; and if his admo¬ 
nitions should be unavailing in f, Lit ting a stop thereto, we authorise him to make 
on example of the person or persons who may he the principal promoters of such 
licentiousness, by removing t hem from office, and sending them to Europe. 

81 . As in this general aubject none of our Presidencies on the Continent of 
India is wholly unconcerned, it will behove our several governments there to 
bestow a very serious attention upon it, and to consider of the mean* of which, in 
the way of regulation. Influence, or retrenchment:, the growing taste for expensive 
Jiving, amusements* mid display may he repressed s especially we recommend this 
interesting subject to tiieeareof our Governor Gencml, to whom wc Ft re persuaded 
it will appear in it* just importance, and from whose judgment and example we 
shall cod Adept ly hope for n co-operation with our views. 

Indeed -we are disposed to believe, that many persons give into modes of 
expense loss from inclination than the fear of being singular ; ant! we think it will 
be worthy of our servants who are honourably dbtinguished by character, talents, 
or situation, to be distinguished also for moderation and frugality in their habits 
of living. 


APPENDIX O. 

Report of Mr. Edmonstm\ Persian Translator to (ha Gmt^nment, m mfi- 
rtm Documents found m the Palace of Serrngapatam, mjm$atinff tfas cm- 
duct of the Namh of the Carnatic* fFmdah Jah, and Omdut w Omrah, 
dated Fort fPiltim, 6th of April s I800. # 

Among the records of the late Tippoo Sultann's Government discovered in the 
palace at Seringapatarn, has been found a very voluminous correspondence between 
the Sultaim and his Vakeels, Ghoolaum Ali Khan, and Ali Kezza Khan, who 
accompanied the hostages delivered by Tippoo Sultuun at the termination of the 
war in 1792 , to Madras. IVom this correspondence, a number of papers have been 
selected* of which the tendency h to fix a charge upon bis late Highness the Nabob 
Waul ah Tah of a breach of the alliance subsisting between bin Highness and the 
Honourable Company, to implicate the present Nabob Omdut ul Cm rah a$ a 
party therein, and to establish a similar charge against the latter after bis accession 
to the rnusnud. From the contents of those papers the following facta may be 
collected— 

First, Tbit the late Nabob Waulah J&h maintained a secret intercourse and 
correspondence with Tippoo Suita on through the medium of the Vakeels, Ghoo- 
laum Ali Khan, and All Rezaa Khan, above-mentioned, for the purpose of forming 
a connection with Tippoo Sultaun, subversive of the alliance subsisting between 
Ilia liiglmcaa anti the Honourable Company, and directly adverse to the British 
interests in India. 

Secondly* That the Nabob established such comieetioo, and proceeded to net 
under it by communicating certain articles of intelligence Of a nature cal ciliated 
to betray the interests of the Honourable Company, and to favor the sinister designs 
of Tippoo Sultium against them, 

* TUiiRipurt reftrs to w’ver&l documontn, the veluminous naim-r of which, ttrndrr llieir 
Insert Leu iinpmtlcible-’-fiHir ppmt ia, however, hiiihfutiy preserved fa ih& Kepurt. 
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Thirdly. That the present Nabob of the Carnatic, Omdut ul Omroh was a prin¬ 
cipal dianncl of communication between bis fathor and th;- Vakeels, for maintain- 
in^ the secret intercourse before-melitioned, that lie cordially united both on Ilia 
father's account and on his own, in promoting tbe objects ot it. 

Fourthly. That tbe Nabdb Omdut ul Orathb, after his accession to the tnfcamjd, 
continued tu maintain a secret intercourse ’With Tippoo Sultaun hr the same spirit 
which he manifested in bis intercourse with the Vakeels of that prince, during the 
lifetime of hit father. 

The first indication of the Nabob Waulah Jab's disposition to connect himselt 
with Tippoo SuJtaun, by the ties of political interest appears in a letter dated in 
Juno, 1 792, from the Vakeels Ghoohunn All Khan, and AH a Khan, to fippoo 
Suttaun, in which they give an account of what parked between the Nabob, the 
princes, and themselves, at an interview which took place scon after their arrival 
ar Madras. After the warmest expressions of attachment to Tippoo Sultaun, the 
Nabob is represented to have reprobated the preceding war as having been under¬ 
taken by the allied powers for tbe subversion of the Mahomedan religion. He in 
represented to hawked, that “ he used, (pending the war) night *M day to pray 
for the Sultaun J s prosperity, because the confederacy of the three allies, was fur the 
subversion of the Mahomed an religion/' It is obvious from these expressions, that 
from the very commencement of the war between the allies, and fippoo Sultaun, the 
Nabob Waufab Jab, wished success to the arms of Tippoo Sidtaun against the power 
with which ht was connected by the most solemn obligations of union and alliance, 
and that by entertaining sentiments $u mimical, to its interests, be violated tbe 
fundamental principles of tlmt alliance. 

This pre-established fact gives additional force to the open declarations which the 
Nabob subsequently made of his desire to establish an union of interests, and n 
close: alliance with the Sultaun; and accordingly at the same interview above- 
mentioned, die Nabob is stated to have declared hi* wish?* upon that subject in 
the moat unqualified manner to the Vakeels. The sentiment* above quoted am 
represented to have been expressed in the presence of Marquess Corn w«Uw t Sir 
0. Qakdey, &n, bid it is easy to conceive the facility with which the Nabob might 
have held such discourse, without being overheard by the person who interpreted: 
between him and Jus Lordship, nor can it be supposed that he would have uttered 
such sentiment* in tin hearing of any person who understood, and might commu¬ 
nicate them to his Lordship*—the communication however, subsequently alluded 
to, was made in a more private tnarmer, and for the express purpose ot being com¬ 
municated to Tippoo Sultaun, as appears by the report of the Vakeels, who state, 
that when the parti- 1 was going away, the Nabob came up to them, and with a 
dreat deal of warmth desired them to stay, os hu had something to say to t hem ; l 
that he then expressed himself in the following terms, vh. “ that hi* life was 
now drawing to a dose, that for wbat had taken place hitherto between his High- 
ness and the Sul bum there was no remedy; but now. merely out of a regard for 
the fa th fuf which the Sultuun was a pillar) he was desirous of establishing a 
cordial harmony with the Sultium, and if they (the Vakeels) having in view the 
claims of both parties, upon their endeavours, would in the presence of God exert 
themselves for that purpose, the Almighty would reward them, and both parties 
would rean the benefits of that event which were groat and numberless ; that 
although Ins Highue^ wanted to prevent the war between the three allied states 
and the Sultuiiii, yet Nizam Ali Khaim at the latter period of his life was thus 
preparing for futurity, by exerting himself for the destruction of religion ; that it 
wits solely from a regard to the faith that his Hightics* did nut encourage the 
measure, nnd that he now declared that in a thousand points of view it was ml vise- 
able that perfect harmony should reign between the Suitauii and his Highness/* 

At a subsequent conference between tbe Nabob and the Princes accompanied by 
the Vakeels, (nn account of which b given by the latter, in a report to the Sultan u, 
dated the beginning of August, 1793), the Nabob is stated to have expressed his 
attachment to the Sultaim, and hi* disposition to establish ft union of interests 
with him in terms still stronger than before, His Highness is also represented 1 
upon that occasion to have expressed a solicitude to know in what manner the 
Sultan n had received the former communication of his sentiments. Thu substance 
of what passed at that conference fe related by the Vakeels in the following terms 
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" the Nabob Waulah Job Accompanied by Qmdnt til Cm rah, and K domain NewfcnJz 
Khtum paid a vitft to the princes, and taking thorn upon his knees, for about wo 
hours, hEessed ( hem And said, may God long and permanently preserve the shadow 
or Tippoo Sultnun extended over you mul me, since in this age, the prejrenratini* 
of religion depends upon him alone. t have arrived at m# eightieth year, avid iti 
that time many are the things l have seen, and done, md experienced. AVhat is 
is past; and God only knows what futurity may bring to light; at present, 
the maintenance of religion rests with Tippon Sultauii, And may God preserve nirn 
and keep him victorious and triumphant f l do not say thin merely in your pre¬ 
sence, hut I say it taking to witness him who knows all that is hidden ; night and 
day, alter the pray us of the day, and on Fridays after public devotion 1 offer tip 
my prayers, (meaning for Tippou Soltaun) and require the people also to do the same. 
The Vakeels then proceed to state, that 'as Waulah Jah had paid a visit to the 
princes, it became necessary that they should return it, and consequently, they waited 
upon him the next day, which was the Eed u*>l Zoab, (or festival of the CaineL) The 
Nabob accompanied by Gmdut ul Giurah, and the other sirdars, (persons of rank) 
came out to meet them as on the first day, and having assisted the Princes in 
alighting from their palankeens, took them within the house where he repeatedly 
carresticd them and ^aid, God preserve the Sultaun in safety, for through him 
alone, these rituals and observances of the fntth* ; alluding probably to the Eed) 
yet remain. He then observed to us, iH| In my first conversation with you, I spoke 
** to you upon the subject of establishing friendship and harmony between me and 
41 Tippoo Suitaun; have you intimated it to him, and bare you received a favourable 
"answer," We replied, "that we had set forth to your Majesty word for word, the 
friendly sentiments his Highness had expressed, and that your Majesty had written 
in reply, that friendship, union, and brotherly regard had from the beginning been 
established among the profession of islanmm, as was evinced by tht testimony of tlie 
holy book (the koraunj agreeshly to the prescriptions of which your Majesty w ished 
that cordial friendship and attachment should without prejudice or parti id it y, be 
established between the follower* of the faith, as the moans of sup lorting the reli¬ 
gion of Mahomed, and that your Majesty added, God preserve the Nabob'Waulah Jab, 
who is a prince, and onu of the traders of the faithful, and ft pi)Ur of the faith.” 
At the tmn 'a pillar of the faith/ the Nabob could not suppress his tears, and said, 
M 1 am what i know* myself to he ; tell the Suftaun that h# h the pillar of the faith, 
,r a.ncl may God preserve him, and grant him long lift-, since I and all Mussubuen 
M derive support from him, for otherwise the slate of (jjfain hare u Widtnt; that which 
** if e videi \ t, does n ot requ ire ex \ >1 anat ion / W e a bn in cn n form it y to y o a r Maj es t y 1 s 
command* mentioned to his Highneji In a becoming and suitable manner, what¬ 
ever there was to state upon the subject of friendship and attachment, his Highness 
replied, in consideration of the complexion of the times, the state of which is 
44 manifest, and l hart he support of the religion of Mahomed in this country; entirely 
“depends upon the Sutteun; my nightly and daily prayer is offered up for his good ; 
14 may my prayers be acceptable in the sight of God 1" He then said to the Princes, 
“Oil, rny sons, if my life and property can be of any service to you, God id witness 
t4 that 1 will not refuse them to you.' J He then gave orders to the superintendent 
of the gardens to carry every day, fruits and flowers to the Princes, before his (the 
Nabob's) own children, and said to us, "you are not acquainted with the state 
" and order of affairs herej consider me from my heart your well wisher, and 
* sincere friend/and at all times be assured; that in whatever 1 may be able to effect 
"your benefit either by word or deed, I will not decline n,y exertions.” 

From the foregoing quotations It is manifest that the Nabob Waulah Jah for¬ 
mally proposed to Tippoo Sul team through the medium of his Vakeels, to form an 
alliance with that prince, avowedly for the purpose of supporting the interests of 
the Mahometan religion. Although the simple fact of his Highness's negotiating 
an alliance of friendship with the Sultaun, without the participation of the Jfritish 
power, would, (according to the tenth article of the treaty of EXyd, by which it. is 
stipulated that the Nabob shall not " enter into any negotiation, or political cor¬ 
respondence with any European or native power without the consent of the Com- 
pony,") be a breach of treaty with the latter, yet the views and object* so well 
understood by the phrase supporting xhc cause of a religion, of which one of the 
first duties is to wage ete rnal war against those of u different persuasion, warrant 
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a conclusion that the designs trf hi** Highness in ^^tabJteWng ‘this oormetrtiori, were 
of it mi ure decidedly hostile to the British nation in India. When his Hymens 
asserts that a war which the British Government was forced into by the unprovoked 
aggression of Tippoo fluttawi, was undertaken for the subversion of the Mithome- 
dan religion, ami urfttjfjfj by parity of reasoning. We must ascribe the same object to 
aiiy future war against a Mussulman power, however just and necessary, no other 
cond uction can be put upon the solicitude he shows In support of the Mahome- 
dan faith, than enmity against that power by which he considered it to be en¬ 
dangered T mid when his Highness stigmatizes the co-operation of the Nizam, as an 
act that we old hazard his hopes of happiness in n futtne state, it may jstatly be in* 
ferred that the Nabob Waul ah Jah would not scruple to betray those interc su 
which, as. an ally of the Company, he might at a future period be called upon to 
support. It appears by a letter from Tippoo Suttaun to his Vakeels, dated the 
beginning of September* TO2„ that lie eftgerJy availed himself of the Nabob's fa- 
ViibfiiLble disposition towards him, and direct'd hit Vakeels to encourage hi-. High¬ 
ness in if, arid to express to him his confidence that f * the Nabob would do what¬ 
ever might tend to the support of the religion of Mahomed, and that he would give 
the necessary attention to that point. Tippoo Suita un in the same letter directs his 
Vakceh to state to the Nabob, that £t in conformity to thr command of God arid Che 
prophet, the improvement of friendship among t he professors of Island am would tie 
beneficial to various concerns, both spiritual and temporal, ami that deeming him 
(Tippoo Suitaun) attached to their common religion and to his Highness's person, 
bia Highness would no doubt direct his attention accordingly " 

There is every mason, indeed, to bfclfeve' that the VnketTs Imd secret instruction* 
from Tippuo Sultrum to etideavc or to establish thiu connection with the Nabob ; 
and those instructions are probably alluded to in the following passage in the letter 
lost referred to t— “ You will also state to the Nabob the other points of friendship 
which you have repeatedly heard from my month. 0 That the Vakeels were charged 
by Tippoo Sultana with some concealed commission at Madras, appears from several 
of the accompanying documents, paitkulady from two letters from the VakcHa to 
Tippoo Sulttotinv dated in June, 1792, in which they promise and profess the most 
inviolable secrecy, and also from the mysterious espiessiou so frequently made use 
of rr flic conespondcncu between the Vakeels and Tippoo Sul tan n. " .This affair 
you know off But what the nature of it was, does not dearly appear- The 
Nabob Oindiit ul Ornrah, however, (it appears by a letter from the Vakeels to Tip- 
l*wr Bidfrn&i, of a date subsequent to July, 1793,) was made acquainted with if, 
and promised to ex v rt himself to effect the object of it* 

The expectations which Tippoo Sultaun was thus induced to entertain from the 
Nabob Watilnh Jah and Omdul ul Ornrah, are plainly expressed, and the view* to 
which they were directed, are strongly implied in the terms of two letters, dated 
the end of November, 1792, from Tippoo Sultan n, respectively to the Nabobs Waflli 
lab Jah and Omdut ul Omrah, in reply to letter from them, which appear to 
hare opened the epistolary correspondence between therm To the former be 
writes t— ,£ My hope from Almighty Coil, and my confidence in the prophet, is 
that according to the cowmaud of God and of the prophet , which is wdl known 
to all Mussulmans, all the faithful will exert themselves with heart and soul in 
maintaining and rendering permanent the religion of Mahomed. Upon your 
Highness, who is one of the heads of the faith, this is an absolute duty, and I 
am confident that your Highness will, by all means, constantly employ your time 
in performing what ia obligatory on yon." 

Anti in his letter to Omdut ul Omr&h, Tippoo Suitaun writes t-*-“ l am confi¬ 
dent that you will direct your attention to the adjustment of affairs between me 
and the well wisher of mankind, who is the chief and principal of the professors 
of blambm.” 

Ttei two doted merits are of particular importance, not only as they tend to 
establish the existence of a reciprocity of views between the Nabob and Tippoo 
Stdtaun, bui as carrying upon the face of them almost positive proof of a secret 
intercourse between those princes j and also as they throw considerable light upon 
another 'document, which is otherwise very iitysterious and obscure, 

Previous, however, to a Further notice of that document. it is necessary to ad¬ 
vert to another very important paper, the existence of which (done would almost 
suffice to establish Lhc fact of a dandime correspondents between the Nabob 
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and Tippoo Sultann. This document ia ti key to a cypher for proper tnroe* and 
term:,, at the bottom of which is a note in the handwriting of 911 c of Tipppo Sul- 
tuun'a znooitshees, purporting that the: paper is mitten by Omdut u) 0 in rail. 
After a close cotnifcriaou between the handwriting of that paper aim the hand in 
whirli the letters from the Nabob Omdut ul Omrab are invariably written, them 
cannot remain a doubt of their buihg the same. But. the genuineness of this docu¬ 
ment doe* not rest upon that ground alone ; for in the letters above referred to* 
from Tippoo Sultan n to Waulati Sah and Omdut ul Omrrds> Yfoilah Jail is men¬ 
tioned (with a slight variation, naively, well-wisher for friend) H by the very mime 
which is assigned to him in the cypher, namely, well-wisher of mankind \ and in 
the letter from Tippuu Sultatm to tVaukh Bib, the former mentions his sons by 
the lie tit, ions term " which is assigned to the word '* wins !J in the cypher. 

It is necessary to return to the document (No. 7.) first adverted to. Thia is a 
letter from Ghoolaum Ali Khaun to Tippoo Sultan n» written on occasion of Adi 
Rfrat'i return to Seringapatam, for the purpose of making certain verbal com¬ 
munications to the Sultaun, 

From the expressions died in letter No. 7, a doubt might be suggested whether 
the communications to be made by All Hejtfea to Tippon SutUunon the part of 
the Nabob he not connected with those bn the part of the Marqim Cornwall is, 
and whether by the expressions n both sirdars w be not meant his lordship and the 
Nabob ; in oilier words, it may be asked whether Alii Re^za was charged with any 
secret communication from the Nabob to the Sultaim. This doubt appears to be 
obviated by the letters before mentioned, from Tippoo Suita tin to W&ulah Jah and 
Gnitiut ut Onirah. In his letter to Waulah Jah, the Sultaun writes ns tolloww : 
rt Now by the receipt of your ] lighness's letter, and the account of your Highness's 
friendship and attachment which 1 have hod from the verbal communications of 
the high in rank,* the distinguished in friendship, the trusty, 1 am certain that, 
(according to the words of the prophet, " The union of Mussulmans is as that of 
the soul with the body,”) that warmth of attachment and that original affection 
implanted among Mussulmans, exist? between us.” 

In his letter to Omdut u) On rah, the Sultaun writes as follows " When J 
learned also from the communication of the high in rank, the distinguished its 
friendship, the trusty of your great and noble qualities, and the sincere friendship 
and cordiality yon entertain towards me, my happinC: - was greater tlum language 
cun adequately express. May God realize this source of happiness, that b to flay, 
that perfect attachment and union among the follow ers of Iskiniism, which Is the 
greatest gift of the Almighty, and than which nothing is inure essential to the 
temporary and eternat interests of mankind " 

Two circumstances in those letters indicate that the perron mentioned by. the 
designation, “the high in rank, the distinguished in friendship," was Alii Rezua. 
One, that. “ the distinguished in friendship/ 1 is the term aligned to Alii BOSK’S 
name in toe cypher. The other, that Tippoo Sultana in both letters refers the 
Nabobs for further particular* to one person only, from which it is to be inferred 
that one of the two Vakeels was absent horn Madras, This point established, 
there can hr little doubt, that by ‘‘both the sirdars” were meant W&ulab Jnh and 
Omdut y] Oinrahj and that: the " unlooked for good” was some proposition on 
their part favourable to Tippoo '3 views and interests, and probably of no slight im¬ 
ports nee, as Alii Resjata is staled to "attend the Presence especially for that pur¬ 
pose and that "the affair” which Ghoolaum Ali iChauh so earnestly recom¬ 
mends to Tippoo SuTtaun’s adoption, was the proposition 'with which A1H Re^u 
appears to have been charged. 

No further trace of this proposition, whatever it might be, appears in the cor¬ 
respondence. In corroboration of the foregoing, it may be remarked, that the 
eircumstaiv.Ts of All'Reaza's departure to Seringapalntn, end his return to Ma¬ 
dras, before the hostages quitted that prusidcn$v arc conformable to fact,. 

By a letter from the Vakeels to Tippoo Sultaun, dated in July, 1793, suNequeut 
to the return of Alii llezzu to Madras, and before: the departure of the hostages, it 
appears that the Nabob Wan tab Jah sent a message to the Vakeels by KaudirNew- 
miz Khaun, purporting that " be had something of a secret nature” which he 
wished to cam&nicate to us in private, adding, " that if rho Vakeels would go 
under pretence of seeing a mosque which Ji^ Highness had built, he would send 

* No name mcationcU. 


■wtrr*. 



Tjmdut til Omrati aim n? to mee| them* Accotdt«&ly B when th& Yftfceets Repaired to 
the appointed spot* they Were met by Onidiit ul Gmrah, who led thorn into a 
neighbouring tomb* tinder pretence of offering up prayer* for the deceofej devotee 
to whom it was consecrated, Upon this occasion Qmdtit ttl Omrah uppean.- to 
have been very particular in ascertaining the extent of the powers vested by Tip- 
poo Sidtaxm in his Vakeels ; and wheu satisfied on that head, he disclosed his pur¬ 
pose to this effect: " That for a very Jong time there had been, without cause, a 
veil (or want of cordiality} between his Highness anil him (Tippoo SulUun), which 
had been productive of injuries to both; but now that by the favour of Gcul a 
system of harmony as was becoming among the professors of Is lam ism hud taken 
place, his Highness confidently hoped from God, the Prime Cause of all, that the time 
past might be amply redeemed; that for his Highness's (Waulah Jah’s) Own part, 
conaidenug from hia heart himself, bis country nod his property to belong to your 
Majesty, he had made it a testamentary injunct it m to his children and family, tak¬ 
ing God and his prophet to witness, to pray night ami day for the pillar of the 
faith (meaning Tippon Sultaun), and to consider their prosperity and welfare 
as inseparably connected with him (Tippoo Sultaun)* That they (the Vakeels) 
moat ascertain the SultauiVs wishes upon that head in a manner satisfactory to 
both, and if the Sultaun should be from his heart solicitous for this proposed 
cordial harmony, his Highness would, under the testimony of God and hie pro¬ 
phet, detail to the Vakeels his sentiments fully at the time of thdr departure, 
which, please God, would soon take place," 

It will be observed, that In the first part of the foregoing coromunication, the 
Nabob speaks of the “ system of harmony"as having been already established 
with Tippoo Sultniin, which is In perfect consonance With the negotiations before 
adverted to, and in some measure an additional proof that those negotiations actu* 
ally took place. The remainder of the communication conveys sentiments utterly 
repug!v\nt to the faith of the Nabob's alliance with the Company. It further ap¬ 
pears by another Jotter from the Vakeels, subsequent in date to that, above quoted* 
that the Nabob Qmdufc ol Omrah held another secret conference with the Vakeels, 
by their appointment at a garden, to which they proposed to go, for the purpose 
of arranging their effects, preparatory to their departure, * On that occasion Dm - 
dwt Ml Gmrah is stated to have "discoursed in the moat undisguised manner on 
the part of the Nabob Waukh Jah* as well ah on his own, of the sincerity of their 
friendship, attachment, and regard." That he also made use of some particular 
expressions of his (the Nabob Gmdut ul Qmr&h’s) attachment, requiring the Va, 
ked, upon oath, not to commit them to writing, but to defer the Communication of 
them until their (the Vakeels) return to Tippoo Sultami. " I have expressed my¬ 
self ns l have done, (says Omdut ul Omrah, according trKthe report of the Va ■ 
keels) merely from my regard for the kith, and from my friendship and good will 
towards the defender (or protector) of the faith (the term by which Tippoo Sul- 
taun is designated in the cypher). Please God, you will shortly be with his Ma¬ 
jesty, when you will communicate them in person," 

Jt has already been remarked, that the phrase of M supporting the cause of the 
faith*" (aud which is so frequently mentioned by and on the part of the Nabob) 
implies a determined hostility against those of another persuasion That 4he Na¬ 
bob considered it in a sense opposed to the British interests, is manifest from hk 
denominating the defensive war in which the Company and their allies were en¬ 
gaged with Tippoo Sultaun. a war agninst religion ; but neither can he be supposed 
ignorant of the doctrines whirh his own religion inculcates, and the hostile and 
aggressive measures which it sanctions under the term “ supporting the cause of 
the faith/ 1 The views, however, which the Sultan n himself veiled under that 
pica, w ere in presence of the Nabob's sons, (as appears by a report of Alii Etna's 
to Ti opoo Sultaun , dated the end of August, 1793,) plainly anil publicly avowed 
in a . olemu convocation of the Mussulmans hi the service of Tippoo Sultaun, 
(and fit which it b to be supposed many other Mussulmans attended, as it was held 
on Friday, the sabbath of the Mussulmans) at a mosque at Madias, by the orders 
of Tippoo Sul taun, for the declared purpose of binding them by a solemn obli¬ 
gation to support the interests of the Mahons ednn faith. In the course of the so¬ 
lemnity, the obligation imposed by the Mussulman religion " to wage holy war, 
not to take Bight in combating ith infidels, and to form a union among all the 
professors of the faith/’ were strongly insisted upon, and the persons who should 



disregard thi-sc obligations were denounced aa sinners hi thf sight of God j and as 
i| he intended tn point out. more unequivocally the objects of tub convocation* 
AWi Rc^za represents himself tti have remarked upon bearing that denunciation, 
that "it was very extraordinary that not.withstanding the notoriety of that, and the 
great plurality of Mussulmans, they should so depart I'rotn the obligations of the 
faith, as to take up their abode in such a place, ami choose, to render obedience to 
those of a dhfbrent persuasion. God grant it may turn out well for the Mussul¬ 
mans ot ttifc place I" This was preaching the language of rebellion in the very 
heart of the Company's dominions, and it art Web no slight presumption of the 
truth of the allegations against the Nabob and Omdut ul Omrah, that Alii Kms. 
should have ventured to hold such language in presence of the latter' and that 
Omdut ul Gmruh should bate heard what passed on tliitt occasion without com¬ 
municating it to the British Government. 

The merit of waging w&r with infidds was further inculcated by Am Hezarr s rev 
mark, that the prayers which are Ottered up in the mosque in favour of a prince 
who lights for the faith, are accepter! or God, but the prayers in favour of those Who 
do not, am rejected," Alii Bezm proceeds to state that even 7 individual present 
bound himself by the most solemn engagements, that "hereafter as long as he lived, 
hb conduct should manifest nothing else than fidelity, devotion, /cal, and truth ; 
that he would never be guilty of flight in the face ot* an enemy, of theft, of lying, 
of injuring, of wishing ill, or of enmity towards those who wished well to the 
K horn tod and* {Tipped Sultaun's) state-" and "that he considered the power of all 
Mussulmans as an object of individual concern;" Alii Kesisui adds, that prayers were 
afterwards said ** that the Kboodadaud Sirkar might be triumph ant and victorious*" 

It appears that Tippoo Saltauu himself concern rt that his Vakeebs might enter¬ 
tain some apprehension at performing such a ceremony as this in the very heart of 
the British dominions, which implied a disposition on his part hostile to the Bri¬ 
tish nation, as Alii Kezaa quotes Tippoo Suit aim’s commands to him Find his col¬ 
league, hot to sutler themselves to be deterred by any such apprehension, and Alb 
in declaiming all apprehension of that nature, defends the measure, ami 
ascribe* to it many great and prospective advantages to the interests of the Mus¬ 
sulman cau se. 

It may be alleged in defence of the Nabob, ttift this ceremony was perfumed 
subsequently to the intercourse! between him and the Sultauu. But besides that, 
there is every reason to believe that the Nabob and the Suita on perfectly under¬ 
stood each other; the same attachment to the cm cm of ’religion and to Tipper 
Sultaun is expressed in i letter to Ghoolanm Ali Khaim, in the handwriting of 
Omdut ul Oninth, although under the fictitious name of Ghoolaum Hoosaain, 
which appears in written characters upon the cover in the place of the seal, and in 
which is a couplet of verses to the following effect 

In the preservation of thy person is the permanence of tlie faith. 

" Let not him remain who wishctli not thy preservation T 

This h an epitome of the terms in which the Nabob* Witulah Jah is repic- 
aentert to have professed his solicitude to maintain the cause or the Mussulman 
religion, ami to have declared his devotion and attachment to the interests of 
Tippoo Sultaun; and as Omdut ul Grrirah appears to have been the principal 
channel for the negotiation between the Nabob and Tippoo Sultaun, these expres¬ 
sions must be considered as conveying the sentiments of both. They eoutfnn the 
prior negotiations, nmi being subsequent in date to the ceremony above described 
(at which the sons of Waukh Jnh were present,) it must be inferred that the 
Nabobs Waulnh Jah and Omdut ul Omrah understood the phrase of supporting 
the cause " of the faith" In the same sense that Tippoo Sultaun himself intended 
to convey by it. Of the authenticity of the note (No* 17) there cannot be n 
doubt, as it is certainly written by the Nabob -Omdut ul Gmrah himself, whose 
hand writing cannot be mistaken, although signed (aa well as superscribed) GhotM 
l-ium Hobs sain. The use of this fictitious sign at ore is a further cor into ration of 
the secret and Clandestine Intercourse which subsisted between Tippoo Sultaun 
and the Nabobs YVauhh Jah and Omdut ed Gmrah, and will bo more particularly 
noticed in a snbse juent part of this report. 

* KfuMiladauifialaiiiites •‘■-God-River/* die epllkt-t by Ifbicl* to^hjo usually deslftnafflcl Ills 
dunuaieiu 



It farther appears that the Nabob Wauteli Jah acted in conformity to hi* pro, 
fc&hom of devotion and attachment to the interests of Tippoo Sultasm* and under 
tire connexion which be hail formed with him, in two rlistimrc in^tances— 


1st. By comnuni^ting to Ghnokmm Alii Khau.ii, for the information of Tippoo 
Suitaun, an article >f secret intelligence, which his Highness had received from 
certain emiasarka in Bengal whom he employed tor the purpose of collecting and 
transmitting secret in tells gcnct-v purporting that the Sultan n waa suspected by the 
British Government of maintaining a sinister negotiation with the Mahrattas* and 
recommend Jog him to stipend bh views until a more favourable opportunity/ 
Tin Nabob is stated to have sent Kaudir Newark Kbmm to Gholaum Alii Khaim 
{ASH- Rezaa being then absent on hte raission to Serhigupalaiu j for Hip purpose of 
com t turn Seating this article of intelligence which he prefaced by the .ntmugcat pro- 
tV^iions of attach moot to the interests of Tippoo Sultaun, adding* that It Is from 
the impulse of that attachment; that he makes the communi cation* He then 
states that, from the report of certain persons whom he bus stationed in Bengal 
for the purpose of collecting avid tmuauiltting secret intelligence, hi learns that 
the Resident at Poonnh had written to the Govern or-General that from the fre¬ 
quent messengers passing between Seiingapatam md Poo nab t there was reason to 
bdi eve that the Suitaun was endeavouring to form a dose coemption and alU&e 
with the Pooniih Government, and through that Government with the Nkfuti; 
that as this information had excited some suspicion in the Giivcrntn^GeiituaPs 
mind, it was expedient tor him (Tippno Suitaun,} to snap end hi w viewer until the 
Dover nor- General, Marquess Cornwallis's departure for Europe, which might soon 
be expected. The words are m folio*? >— M In a short time hh Lordship w$l go to 
Europe ; the Princes, please God* wilt soon return, and the Kists are in a course 
of payment. After his Lordship's departure," the liquidation of the KMa and 
other points* whatever may he his Highness's (Tippoo Sultaun'e) pleasure, will be 
rig lit and proper, at prewiit it is better to bt silent upon every thing, because m 
this time bis Highness's honour would at ail events be called in question j when 
a not her aha Si arrive from Europe, the imputation will in every event* and in every 
measure, fall upon him. 1 * 

This communication evidently manifests sentiments inimical to the British in¬ 
terests, and favourable to Tip poo Sidtnun* in a point of view, opposed to those 
interests* "Whatever 1 $ ay have been the feet a* it respects Tippoo Suitaun, the 
Nabob himself was unquestionably culpable to the extent in which Tippoo Suifchiti 
was suspected, whether those suspicions were well founded or not ; for if the 
measure ascribed to the Suitaun of endeavouring* by clandestine negotiation, to 
detach the Company's alliances be deemed hostile to the British interests* what 
conatruction must be put upon the Conduct of an ally who, with the view to place 
the Suitaun on his guard* informs him that he is suspected of adopting that metu 
sure, and presuming that the suspicion is well founded, far from endeavouring to 
dissuade him from the prosecution of bis supposed views, umuiresta a participation 
in them by advising the Suitaun to so spend his operations until a more favourable 
opportunity* and cautions hi in against ulicwmg any indication of hostility towards 
the British power* whit? there was upon the spot a person like Marquess Corn¬ 
wallis, who jxmeeseri vigilance, activity and ability* to defeat his projects, and 
whose churn- ter stood ? high in the general estimation, that hi a question of 
good faith, the universal suffrage would be in bis favour I This communication 
appear* to have been made in the month of December, 1752. 

2mL By communicating to the V&tacla, for Tip poo Saltan's information, fas 
appears by the report of the former* under date May, 1793), intelligence of the 
intended march of the British tetiops against Pondicherry, m consequence of the 
rupture between England and France* and recommending him to be couthnft in 
his future intercourse with the French—to avoid epistolary corrtspouclence, arid 
to maintain his communication with them hy emissaries. After noticing the rup¬ 
ture between England and France, the intended march of the troops against Pon¬ 
dicherry, and the probability of to lading in consequence of internal dimensions, 
the Nabob is represented to state, by the mouth of Kan dir Nnwauss Khan a, as 
follows i— |f The Vakeel of the Ahmetiy* Sir tear, who was at Pondicherry, has lately 

* Hii.i U Linoili. r rptthei hv which Tippno Amu crime* designated hi# ktiledom. Jl \a a rfe 
rival ivc of tbe Amble mat frouiwhkti Uie i’mpltei'ji name is itlan derived, and ss/nilfc- 
tirdd 1 
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returned to the preserver {Tippoo Sultam) Please God, there is no 
don&t that the Sultauu keepy in view nil the up* mid downs of Ihe time. At tliia 
time no kind of aaaistnnce will he afforded, but: out of the warmth of that friend¬ 
ship which I feel towards the Sultaun, I recommend that the Vakeel remain a 
short time at the presence, and also that epistolary corresponds to be discon¬ 
tinued for a ih'ort time. Although a friendly - connection lias long subfitated with 
the French on the part of the Ahmedy girkur, yet considering the circumstances of 
the tiring it is not advisable : (1, e to maintain epistolary correspondence with the 
French*) should there ho any point of urgency to communicate, there is no objec¬ 
tion to do U verbally," Further —■** I nra actuated solely by my good wishes in 
irjy^ng this communication- Since the day that a cordial union took place be¬ 
tween ns, let mo he no longer a Mussulman, nor a servant of God, if l have not 
always first offered up my prayers for the SultiWs good, and afterwards for my 
own. May the Almighty preserve firm and uninjured the Mahomcdnn church and 
the safety of the Sfllffiotf;*' 

Thtt conduct of the Nabob Waul ah Jsh in communicating to Tippoo Sultaun 
the rupture between England and France, and the projected expedition again b it 
Pondicherry with the view to recommend caution to him in his future intercourse 
with the French; his pointing out the mode by which the Sultan might maintain 
bin correspondence with the enemies of the British power with the greatest secu¬ 
rity : and his assigning as the motive for these communications, his solicitude for 
the welfare of Tippoo Sultaim. was evidently inconsistent with the faith of his 
engagements and alliance with the Company. But why it may be naked should 
the Nabob think it necessary to caution the Sultam with respect to his inter¬ 
course and correspondence with the French, unless he was aware that the nature 
of Tippoo Sultan's intercourse with them either was* or was likely to he adverse 
to the British Interests, since Tippoo Suiteun was not bound by the provisions of 
treaty to abstain from all intercourse with foreign powers? A suspicion henfei 
arises, and is supported by ail that previously passed between the Nabob and the 
Suit,nun, that hb Mighnes* wa* not ignorant of the views which we now know 
Tippoo Siiltaun at that very time entertained against the British power, and of the 
assistance which he hoped to derive in the prosecution of them, from his connec¬ 
tion with the French. Considering this transaction in its most favourable point 
of view* it is still a confirmation of the dose connection supposed to have been 
previously established between his Highness and Tippoo Stdtaun, and a direct 
breach of the 10th article of the treaty of 1792 between his Highness and the 
Company. 

From the whole of the fort going, the following facts appear to resul t 

1 stly. Tliat so early as pending the war of 1792, the Nabob Waulah Jah enter¬ 
tained sentiments inconsistent with the faith of his alliance with the British nation 
hy deeming the defensive war in which the British power and it* allies were en¬ 
gaged, a war against the Mussulman religion, and wishing success to the anna of 
their enemy. 

Lbirllv. That subsequently to the war, the Nabob Waufah Jah, in the same spirit 
proposed to Tippoo Sultan* to form an intimate connection with him, for the 
avowed purpose of supporting the cause of the Mahomedan religion* and utterly 
incompatible with the engagements subsisting between his H%hru:s!& and the 
Company, 

3rdly< That during the whole period of the residence of Tippoo SoItaun’s VsikeeJs 
at Madras, the Nabob Waul ah Jab maintained a secret intercourse and corres¬ 
pondence with Tippoo Sultan for the purpose mentioned in the foregoing article. 

4thly* That the objects of the proposed connection were of a nature subversive 
of the alliance between the Nabob and the Company, and directly hostile to the 
British interests in India. 

Sthly That Tippoo Sultaun eagerly met and encouraged tlie Nabobs disposition 
to establish an intimate connection with him for the purpose* above mentioned, 
and that the Nabob Waubh Jah did accordingly enter into that connection, arid 
did thereby violate bis faith* and virtually abandon his alliance with the British 
nation. 

6tWy. That the Nabob Mtalah Jali, by certain overt nets, founded upon Ins 
recent connection with Tippoo Sultaim, t anifested a participation of views and 
designs with that Prince, hostile to the British interest* in India. 







APPENDIX. 

ttily. That the Nabob Oindut ul Gmrah was a | j ri nci channel of tom muni * 
nation, and a most active and zealous agent between his father the Nabob VTau- 
taji jjLb and Lhe Vakeels, for establishing the connection before mentioned, with 
Tip poo Sultauo, that he was a party in it, and cordially united in promoting the 
objects Of it, 

It may be proper in this place to enquire more particularly what degree of credit 
is due to the evidence bom which the faitfgbmg concltiaions are deduced. 

It may be eug-csited that the Vakeels, to gratify their master, exaggerated the 
friendly expressions used by the Nabob Wuulah Jnh and Qmdut ul OnutLli, and 
that the latter in their solicitude to show attentions and civilities to the sons of 
TxppOO Sultaunj arid to manifest, in imilntion of the British Government, a desire 
to tie upon terms of perfect amity with Tjppoo Sultium, may have expressed senti¬ 
ments of attachment which they never fed, ami the language of compliment may 
have been converted by the report of the Vakeels into expressions of devotion and 
attachment, and a desire to form ft connection with the Sullmm, upon the basis of 
mutual interest and their common religion, The Accuracy of reports from ugentd, 
natives of India, to their principals, cannot, under any circumstances, be implicitly 
relied on j and in one of the reports of the Vakeels* which contains the substance 
of a conference between the ms elves, the princes and Lhe Nabob, at which Colonel 
Doveton was present, a speech is ascribed to that gentleman, which is evidently 
fabricated, a circa instance which tends to weaken the validity of all their reports ; 
and if the evidence of the Nabob's conduct rested solely upon them, the proofs 
might be considered as extremely defective and problematical. 

But several of the other documents are of an unquestionable nature, and tend 
to establish the general credit of the reports of the Vakeels. Or these the moat de¬ 
cisive, is the ki:\ to the cypher, which {a* has been already remarked) is un¬ 
doubtedly transcribed in the handwriting in which the present Nabob’s letters ate, 
(and the fate Nabob Wmilnh Jab's used to he,) Invariably written. The mere ex¬ 
istence of this cypher would afford strong presumption of an intercourse between 
the Nabob and Tippoo jSult&un, that could not safely be avowed, and when its ex¬ 
istence is combined with all that is related by the Vakeels, as well an with other 
circumstances, amounts almost as nearly to positive proof as the nature of such 
eases generally admits. But it appears that several of the cyphered names were 
actuary adopted by Tippco SuUu.nn in writing to the Nabob Wfttrtah Jab and Gm- 
dut u! Gmrah, (as ha* been before remarked,) a circumstance which establishes the 
use of the cypher between the parties. 

It will also be obsca ved, that the terms selected to designate the Nizam and the 
Marts attns, are in perfect consonance with the opprobrious terms in which the 
Nabob is represented to haye spoken of the co-operation nf the former in the war, 
and with the nenritnents which, upon the same principle, he must have enter¬ 
tained with respect to the Marhattas, arid thoso which his Highness is stated to 
have expressed generally with regard to die Triple Alliance, The term* are, fur 
the Miuhattus, PQpch, (or fnettn, despicable,) and for the Nfaam, Heech, (nothing, 
or non-entity) . It ia also to be observed, that the English 3re designated by the 
significant term of V netc-comers.** 

It is impossible, with any degree of consistency, to suppose that a cypher com¬ 
posed of terms so pointedly allusive to characters and circumstances, should have 
bceu in vented but for purposes adverse to the British interests, and hence, while 
the cypher confirms in a great degree the truth of the reports of the Vakeels, its 
mere existence is a proof of a disqposition on the part of the Nabob hostile to his 
alliance with the Company. 

Another document of even less disputable authenticity than the former T and 
which corroborates the charge against the Nabob, is Thu note written by Orndut ul 
OtnrfLh himself, with a pencil- The language it contains b in strict conformity to 
that which ia so repeatedly ascribed tn hia father and htaadf, in the reports of the 
Vakeels j indeed, the mere circumstance of his writing to Gfaoolaurn All Khaun In 
the terms he has whirr n, won Ul suggest and warmnt thecondusioii, that something 
to the effect of those expressions had before parsed between them, added to which, 
the fictitious signature of Ghoolaum Hoofsam, gives t o the whole an air of mystery 
in itself very suspicious, and w hen combined with other considerations affords as 
conducive evidence tut can be expected in uch LmisucrtoiB. 

The letters from Tippoo Stritatm to the Nabob Waufah Jah, and Gmdni A 
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Dm rah, also come strongly in aided? the gehertl l^ocly of evidence. Thus supported, 
.there is every reason to give credit to the general substance of the \ porta of the 
Vakeels, (GbooNim All K fumti, and A3H Eestza Khaim.) The fact Ot their hnldhu; 
a secret conference with Omdut ul Omrah, at the mosque, or tomb, arid in the 
garden, am hardly be supposed a fabricated story, ami would probably be thought 
worthy of credit, though m other cu«m ms-tun ccik appeared to support it. The cir¬ 
cumstance also, as related hy the Vakeels of the Nabob’s com mu mealing to them, 
the secret intelligence which he had received from Bengal, and the intimation 
relating to Pondicherry, and to the; French^ bear intrinsic marks of authenticity. 

It has been shown, that the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah was a principal channel, and 
a moat active and zealous agent lor the secret negotiation between the Nabob 
Waulah Jab, his father, and Tippoo Bultmfn. and that he rendered himseti a party 
in it, both by his in strum cnftility in promoting it, and by uniting iris individual 
sentiments with these of his father j buE it may be proper to collect into one point of 
view the several passages in the correspondence, from which it appears that Omdut 
ul Omndi maintained a secret intercourse with the Vakeels on Ids own part, with 
the aame view as on the part of his father, and pledged his individual attachment 
to the interests of Tippoo Sult&tm. 

In another report from the Vakeels, not yet noticed. Mid dated in %, I79it, 
the Nabob Omdut ul Ora rah is stated to have professed Iris devotion to Tippon S tri¬ 
tium in warm terms, and to have desired the Vakeels to assure their master, that 
*’ at a proper season, his fide lily towards him should tie made manifest." Farther, 
at a secret meeting which took place at a garde n between Omdut ul Omrah, and the 
VrtkeeJs, by the itppohitmcnt of the latter, (vide No IS.) Omdut ul Omrah h dcs* 
cribed to have " discoursed in the most undisguised manner ors the part of the Nabob 
Waulah Jah, as well ns on hit own, of the sincerity of their friendship, attachment, 
iad regard, and also to have made use of some particular expressions of hissfttech* 
^nent, requiring them (the Vakeels) upon oath, not to commit them to writing, but 
to defe r the communication of them until their (the Vakeels) return toTippoo Sul- 
taun, ami that he added, 1 1 have expressed myself as I have done, merely from 
my regard for the faith, and goodwill towards the defender of the faith, Please 
God, you will shortly he with his Majesty, when you will communicate them in 
person/* 

Again in the same paper, lf Concerning the affair with which youv Majesty 1st 
acquainted, wo have under suitable pleas, and by proper introduction prevailed 
upon Omdut ul Omrah to lay the founttoffiolh of it, and be is exerting himself with 
xeal in this business/’ 

lastly, the note written with Ids own hand before quoted, affords the strongest 
testimony of bis particular and individual attachment to the combined cause of the 
Mahomed an religion, n?td the interests of Tfppoo Suita im. It remains to examine 
what has been the conduct of Omdut ul Omrah, since his accession to the musnud, 
as far as it is exposed by the documents under discussion. 

It appears by two reports from Mahotamed Ghyausi, and Mahoinined Gbmis 
Khaun, the two ambassadors deputed by Tippuo Sultaun, the latter end of the 
year, 1706. with khclauts* and letters of condolence to Omdut ul Omrah, For the 
death of his father, and of congratulation upon his accession to the MliWiud, that 
the Nabob Omdut tri Omrah expressed a desire to hold, and did actually hold a 
private conference with them upon thn subject of his attachment to the Suitaun, 
The direct proof of it is confined to the two following passages fn their reports 
above adverted to. 

'* His Highness, with the greatest degree of kindness, placed us close to himself, 
uud launched out into great, praises of your Majesty, and appeared delighted with 
the subject, telling us that it was his intention to send for ns, and say what he 
had to say, in private, adding, that our arrival at this time was extremely proper, 
(or as it may be interpreted extremely opportune.) 1 ’ 

The second passage is as follows i u after many & alarms (obeisances) his Highnesa 
with the appearance of great satisfaction, rose, and taking our hands said, now 
nm l extremely happy ; we then snt down in a private place, when his Highness 
expatiated during two hours, (near an hour English) with great warmth upon the 
subject of union and friendship/* 

4 Houu ary rlhrssr- 
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the summary terms in which the purport of the Nabob-a discourse is 
described, it ruo,y perhaps be inferred that it consisted of little more than empty 
comphmeut, since it ma; be supposed from the minuteness of their other descrip¬ 
tions, thftt the wnbasaadcp would have btsm more particular in xiT^riing a con¬ 
versation of any importance, and the circumstance of " sitting down in n private 
place," i8 60 common an occurrence, and no often takes place, w ithout adequate 
flecasioa, that perhaps little could he founded on thin simple fact. On the other 
bapdj the secret intercourse which Qmrtut ul (Jmroh maintained with Tfppoo 
Sultuun through the medium of liis Vakeels, m the lifetime of Nabob Wauhxh Jah, 
the disposition $o strongly manifested by loin to form a close alliance with the 
Sutenun* together with ail the other circumstances of his conduct a: before 
detailed, the vexation which at that particular rime he openly declared himself 
to fed at the measures pursued by the Government of Madras to effect a modifi¬ 
cation of the treaty- of 1792, the extraordinary attention which Ins Highness 
appears to have shewn towards Tippoo SultamTa ambassadors, ml in particular 
the i vo documents hereafter noticed, leave no doubt of the continuance of the 
Nabob's favourable dl3position towards Tippon Sultaun, and of his disaffection 
tow ards the British nation, and consequently warrant a well founded belief of his 
having uvuiled himself of the presence of the ambassadors, to convey and confirm 
bis sentiments in that spirit to the Sultaum 
The first of the two document* above ulludcd to is, a letter written to the hand¬ 
writing in which, the Nabob’s fetters are invariably transcribed, os were those of his 
lathe*, and the same in which the key to the cypher before noticed is written, 
a rid retted to GFmolaum Ait, without seal or signature j but in the place of the 
former upon the cover, appears in written characters, the name Ghoolatmi 
ilpoppain, the fictitious name under which his Highness before wr ite fas bus been 
particularly noticed) to Ghonlaum Alt with his own hand, in August, \ 194. The 
letter is Indorsed by one of Tippoo Snitiotpa Mooindnea, hs having been received 
on the 8th of January, i 7117, its .content* are a* follows; 

44 After aJnprvu of time, at the moment niy heart was desirous of learning the 
account of your wdfare, I had the pleasure to receive your very friendly letter, and 
J was gratified by the news of your health ; I have fully comprehended the several 
points contained in that letter. You will become acquainted with the circ i Jinstan¬ 
ces alluded to, from the communications of Mohummud Ghyaus* and Mahommutl 
Ghouss Khaim, Deeming me desirous of receiving the pleasing accounts of your 
health, you wifi gratify me by eommunkuting them, 4 * 

There b no address whatever inside The letter, the cover is superscribed to 
GhooDu id AJi without any other form. This unusual dereliction of the established 
forms of address, winch is only admissible in letters to persona standing in a very 
inferior relation to the writer, the hand-writing of the letter, the nature of its 
contents, and in particular the name of Ghookum l looaaain in the piece of the seal, 
denoting that it. came from a person of that name, when iL is recollected that a 
former letter to Gbuolanm All, uuquestionably from the Nabob Oirniut ul Qmrah 
himself, was signed and superscribed by that name, prove beyond \ doubt that the 
letter in question was from the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah. The reference to the 
verbal communications of Mohammad Ghynuas, and Mohommcd Ghouss Khaun, 
(or the knowledge of certain r iron instances alluded to m the fetter winch the 
Nabob acknowledge!# from CUtoolaum AJi, shews that Qmdut ul Omrah had held 
lome secret communication with those ambassadors. That those circumstances 
related to affair* in which Tippoo Sultauu waa concerned, is to be inferred from 
the circumstances of the letter being indorsed by orv of the Sofiaun'a Moonubees, 
and preserved among Ins records. The terms in which the Nabob refer* to the 
verbal common lea Ison of the person* above-mentioned seem to warrant a conclu¬ 
sion, that the circumstances which they were to detail, were communicated to them 
by the Nabob m person, but the lapse of time between their mission to Madras, 
and the date of the receipt of the letter tend* to weaken that conjecture, unless 
it he suppled (what may probably have been the case) that they n ode a second 
visit to the Nabob at Madras, It does not however, affect the question of a secret 
intercourse with those ambassadors, and this latter fact corroborates the drcum» 
sinner before detailed, of the Nabob's having held a private conference with those 
ambassadors at Madras, and combined with the Nabob’s prior intrigues nnd avowed 
disposition to connect himself in alliance with Tippoo Sultatut, affords a strong 
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ground of Ireliof, th»: the object of this intercourse wiw the same as that which he 
mij his father before held with the SultauiTs VDseds* it will !w remarked, that 
the tetter acknowledges the receipt of one from Ghookum Ah. The circum¬ 
stances of Ghoutaum All being the dmrmc! of comspotideuce upon this occasion, 
and of the Nabob's adoption of the fictitious name Ghoolauril Hoossain may be 
accounted for ns u measure of precaution, as well as from the circumstance of 
Ghoolaum All's having been originally the channel of the secret intercourse with 
Tippuo Sultann; the same arguments afford additional reason to bi-lievc, that the 
co min uni ration^ to he made by the ambassadors were upon the same subject an 
the former clandestine intercourse with the Vakeels. 

That Gfamluun All wrote to the Nabob by Tippoo Sultaun’a express sanction 
is more than probable nut only because he would scarcely have ventured to cor- 
respond with Omdut til Ornrah without such sanction, hut from the strong corro¬ 
borative fact of the letter m Question, being indorsed by Tippoo fiuftaun’s Moon- 
sfiee, and placed among his records. If the letter did not refer to something that 
could not safely be avowed, where was the necessity for ill this mystery; if it did 
not relate to the mutual concerns of Tippoo Sultaun, and the Nabob, why should 
it have been shewn to, end recorded by the Suitaun f 

These proofs are still further corroborated by the second of the two documents 
before adverted to. It is a letter to Ghoul to, m Ali ( from Kauri ir Newauz Khuun, a 
favourite and confidential servant, both of the late arid present Nabob, and who, it 
has been shown was a principal channel of negotiation between them and the 
Vakeels, in 1792-3, aa well m between Omdut ul Omrah, ami the ambassadors in 
1795. It was received at Seringapatam on the 0th of January, 1797, and contains 
the following passages: 

" What you write of the sat la taction of the Nawuub Tippoo Suit nun upon the 
intimation uf my attachment, has called forth my high eat thanks and endless 
praises. You will present my respectful acknowledgements for his kindness and 
favours towards me. I have from first to lant been endeavouring, that through the 
favour of Cod, the degree of union between the Nabob Omdut uf Omnih, and 
Tippoo Sultaun, which is calculated to produce the happiness of God's people, may 
daily be strengthened and cemented, and mutual friendship and attachment he 
confirmed and e&tiblished; and thanks to the AJmighty, that the system of har¬ 
mony and union has acquired the requisite degree of stability acd firmness " 

The Urpart of this quotation tends to confirm the accuracy of the report of 
Tippoo SultBun's Vakeela, respecting the instrumentality of Kaudlr Newr.uz Khaun, 
ill the intrigues between the Sultaun and the late Nabob. In the latter, the con¬ 
tinuation of the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah's attachment to the Sultnrn, is explicitly 
avowed with the additional intimation that u the system of union and harmony 
between them has acquired the requisite degree of stability and firmness. 5 * 

These documents shew, that secret intercourse with Tippoo Suit sun was carried 
on by the Nabob to so Jute a period as the hitter end of 1796, Admitting that at 
the commencement of this intercourse in 1 799-3, it was the policy of the British 
Government to conciliate the friendship and good-w ill of Tippoo Sultaun, to the 
utmost practicable degree, and even supposing tor the sake of argument, that the 
Nabobs Waulnh Jab, and Omdut ul Ornrah, in, professing their attach m cut towards 
Tippoo Sulteun, far from entertaining sentiments repugnant to the principles of 
this alliance With the Company, or injurious to the British interests, only pursued 
tiie line of policy adopted by the British Government, still that argument would 
not apply to the latter period of this clandestine intercourse. When the conduct 
of Tippoo Suited n in assembling the army on bis High new the Nizam's frontier, 
rendered it necessary for the British Government to arm for the eventual defence 
of his Highness's ikmrimtms,, and when there was every reason to believe, wfeat 
hiu since been couth med, that the Sultaun entertained the most hostile design 
agiiinst the British Empire In India * but in fact, the argument is equally untenable 
when applied to the first, an to the last mentioned period, if it had been the 
Nabob's design merely to pursue the line of policy adopted by the British Govern¬ 
ment j no motive could exist for sccresy. The existence and the use of a cypher 
between the Nabob and Tippoo Sultaun, so incontrovcrtihly established, and the 
iki mat ic ns respectively given in that cypher, to the three allied powers, and the 
information respecting Bengal ami Pondicherry, are utterly inamaistem with the 
foregoing supposition ; and had such only been the views of the Nabob Wtudah 
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Jab, anti Omilut til Onmli, they would have sought to Comprehend the Company 
fn this projected longue of amity, instill of negotiating a distinct and JiUpimie 
corinexic ii with Tippoo Sultaun, of which the British Government hod no kn w- 
ledge, and from which ihc British power w*« pointedly excluded. 

It yet remains to be observed* that while Tippoo Soltaun (as we have now 
discovered) was endeavourihS by etnimrica* by ttorri^pontacc;, by every means in 
his power to conciliate the alliance of eymy state in India for purposes hostile to 
the British nation in India, it is not probable that he mild neglect imy attempt to 
contract an alliance with a Mussulman prince, who* like the Nabob of the Carnatic 
might have it in his power to be of the* moat essential service to his views, jjj the 
event of hostilities between him and the Company, and it is not perhftpfc going ton 
far to suppose, that when (a* appears by the printed translation* of document* 
found at S> ricigapatam,) Tippoo Salt a oil proposed the landing of the French troops, 
which be expected, at Poitc Novo, there to form a junction with his own army, he 
hnul reason to depend upon every assistance which the Nabob could afford towards 
the succeed of the expedition j it is even not improbable that the Nabob Wm made 
acquainted with the plan. 

If to all the circumstances, inferences, anti arguments, herein detailed, be added 
the per verst' (not to say hostile) conduct of the Nabob Oindnt nl Ornruli, towards 
the British Government during the Jatc war, the whole constitutes a body of pow¬ 
erful proof that his Highness had connected himself for several years with Tippoo 
Sultnun^by ties of interest and community of views, subversive of the fundamental 
principles of alliance between him and the Company in the atriaon of peace, and 
absolutely hostile to the British nation in that of war; and that had theoppbltunity 
occurred, he would have openly supported the cause of Tippoo Sultaun, and the 
Mussulman interest against that of the Company, 

N- B. Eumonstonr, 

Persian Translator. 
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Extract of a Lett?? from the Mysore Cmmmbnerjt, dated Seringapatiim , 
%th of June, 17 9 ^** 

M We fed great satisfaction in beint' alile to assure your Lordship, that before the 
Zenana was searched for treasure, separate apartments were prepared for the kdiefc* 
and no pr^aution omitted to secure t hem from the possibility of being exposed to 
any inconvenience No treasure was found in the Zenana, nor was any article* 
whatever conveyed from thence" 
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Thr Marques# ffelMei/ to his E&celimcy Eke-Jdohnd Rainier, tyr. f 

(PRIVATE AND SECRET.) 

Fort William, Feb. 5th, 1301. 

Silty — L I have the houoxir to reply to your Excellency'* private and secret letter 
of the 20th of December, ISflO. 

2. In my most secret othcial Mter (R) of this date, I have stated to your Excel 
knev, inv sentiments with respect to the opinion which you have delivered in your 
official most secret letter (B) of the 20th of December, on the subject of the pro* 
posed expedition to the Isle of France 

3, Volit Excellency's desire that your opinion stated in tha< despatch, should be 
considered as constituting your principal objection again at co-operating in the 
prosecution of the proposed expedition, rendered it more necessary for me to 
submit to yon fti an dfBckl form, my deliberate reflections on the consequences of 
your determination. 


* This Leber refutes tlu 1 etiars;c made .it p. lb af the frttapa luvltog nearehcd Tippua Bill sun's 
Zenana, after the tttfradnst of SetJaftpium. 
t Referred tost |j. 7u 1 In Lord Hainan*s letter to the Mat quest Wellesley, 
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4, Yqut Excellency will receive with indulgence* my dissent from your opinion, 
that the grnerol objection of tins impolicy of employing any considerable part of 
the land and sea forces, particularly of the European regiments, on distant objects 
Of enterprise, operated at the period of time in which I had the honour to addrciss 
your Excellency with equal force against both the proposed expeditioim to Batavia, 
and to the isle of France | still less can I perceive, that the general objection so 
justly applied to the projected enterprise a^inst Manilla, in the year 1797, wa*. in 
any degree, applicable to the subject of my despatch of the 2 2d of October, 180th 

5. The expedition which 1 proposed against the Isle of France, was not intended 
to have been prosecuted, unless the general state of affairs, at the dose of the 
month of December, or at the commencement of January, hod been such as to 
rentier the attempt practicable without danger to our Indian possessions* On your 
Excellency's arrival at Triccomald, (the intended place of readeavons) you would 
have received from tue, or from the Governments of Fort St, George, Bombay, or 
Ceylon, the fullest information on that important branch Of the subject; and you 
would have been in a situation to have availed yourself of every event which might; 
have arisen. Every practicable precaution had been taken to preclude the possibility 
of your departing fur the Isle of France, under any circumstances which could 
expotae our Indian interests to hazard, 

6 Had you arrived at TrineOmahi at the dose of the month of December, your 
Excellency would have learnt, that the state of affair^ in India admitted of the 
application of a considerable part of our European land forces, to the reduction of 
the enemy’s remaining possessions in this part of the globe; that no prospect 
appeared of any demand from his Majesty‘s ministers for our co-operation in Egypt 
during the approaching season ; and that the state of the war in Europe, strongly 
recommended an immediate attempt upon the Isle of France, while the operations 
and position of Sir Roger Curtis's ships afforded every reason to expect Its com¬ 
plete success* You would also have found, that preparations had been mafic in 
Ceylon calculated equally to facilitate an immediate attempt against tSie Isle of 
France, nr the resumption of the expedition against Batavia, at the most Favourable 
season for the latter enterprise, if in your Excellency’s judgment it should have 
appeared preferable to the former* 

7. In the view which I have uniformly taken, and which I have already stated 
to your Excellency, of the resources and position of the isles of Franco and Bour¬ 
bon, of their importance to the enemy, I have always considered those possessions 
to constitute a powerful instrument for the attack of India* Under circumstances 
in which it might have been expected, that the early attention of the enemy would 
be directed to some effort against this empire, 1 considered the attack of the Isle 
of France not as an hazardous diversion of our European Ibree, but as n measure 
of wise precaution and judicious defence, by which we might be enabled to pre¬ 
occupy a military station, ami naval resources, essentially necessary to the enemy 
in the prosecution of any system of extensive operations against our possessions 
in India; nor could I overlook the important collateral benefits to be expected 
from the seasonable removal of an evil, tinder the pressure of which every part 
of the possesions entrusted to ray charge, has for some time past experienced 
the must severe injur)’. During the pitot year, the enemy from the Isle of 
Fiance has actually carried on the most active hostilities against our trach and 
commerce tit India, with the most alarming degree of vigour and success. The 
(uiccesa of this species of warfare had become equally Injurious to our intercuts, 
and derogatory to the reputation of our power in the opinion of our native subjects, 
dependants, and allies; while it tended to revive the hopes of our native and 
European enemies in India, The entire destruction of the piratical power of the 
French islands, in iny opinion, is absolutely essential not only to the security of 
the trade and commerce of India, but to our national character. Your Excellency 
will observe, that this view' of the nature and objects of the proposed expedition 
against the Isle of France, mid of the various contingencies on which its eventual 
prosecution was always intended to depend, entirely precludes the application of 
the argument stated by your Excellency, in the 2nd paragraph of the letter, to 
which I now- have the honour to reply. 

First. Because it never was my intention to undertake the expedition b&wtd 
against ihc French Islands, without full previous knowledge that it could not 
subject the safety of India to exposure. 
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Secondly- Because the seasonable occupation of the French islands would afford 
the most effectual means of embarrass!ng any movement from France, either 
towards India, or the Bed Sea. 

Thirdly, Because a n&val war of the most destructive nature is now actually 
waged by the enemy* against tbr com mo toe of India, by the aid of the French 
islands, and cannot he terminated without their reduction, am! 

lastly. Because neither the local position, acton! state, genius, ami character 
of the people, or peculiar resources of either Batavia* ov Manilla, admit the applies- 
Cation of any of the stated considerations to either of those colonies, however 
valuable mud important in a different point of view. 

9. With regard to the station and condition of his M*$e»tyta ships, as described 
in the 3d paragraph of your Excellency's letter* it would be presumption in me to 
offer any opinion. 

9. With regard to the number and rate of the ships proposed by Mr* Strife's 
plan, l lament extremely, that your Excellency did not think it necessary to enter 
into a particular discus km with that gentleman, as I think it more than probable 
that he would have satisfied your Excellency, of the facility of carrying hia plan 
hi to execution, within the first period of time proposed, with the ships within 
your Excellency 1 *3 reach at the date of the delivery of my despatches of the 22 d and 
29th of October, 1300. 

Hi* On the latter part of, the 4 th paragraph of your Excellency's letter, I can only 
express my entire confidence in the zealoius and active co-operation, both of Sir Roger 
Curtis, and of Sir George Yonge, as soon as they shall be apprised of my intentions; 

11. The delay of my brother "a arrival from England, renders it Impossible for 
me to think of visiting the coast during the present season. 

12. Lord Clive, and Mr. Webbe, General Baird, and Colonel Wellesley, are 
acquainted with the objects of the armament nysembkid at Ceylon, t have no 
reason to apprehend that those objects have yet transpired, although various con¬ 
jectures have necessarily arisen in the public mind, on a subject of so much 
curiosity and speculation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

WuLkKSLjrr* 


(Most Secret B.) 

The Marque** Wellesley to Hi$ Excellency Pice*Admiral fainter, $-<?, S;e, %c, 

Feb. 5, 1301* 

Sir,—!. This letter will contain my reply to your Excellency's despatch 
marked (roost secret R,) of the £0th December, 18CKL 

2* My sincere personal respect for your Excellency concurs with my sense of 
public duty, to render that despatch a subject of the deepest regret, and of the most 
severe disappointment to my mind* 

:i. Your Excellency has signified to me in the first paragraph of that despatch, 
that your concurrence in the expedition which 1 had proposed against the Isle of 
France, is with holt] ei*, because In your decided opinion no such enterprise ran with 
propriety be undertaken, unless by tlie express command of the King* signified in 
the usual official form to the British Government of India, and to the commanders 
of bis Majesty** land and sea forces. Admitting, for the present, that your Excel¬ 
lency is required to apply this rule to your own conduct, I cannot admit the force 
of any such rule to be so great, as to impose on your Excellency the duty of fms*. 
trating or impairing the use of such separate mean* and resources a# the British 
Government in India may possess for the seasonable annoyance of the enemy, 
without reference to your Co-operation, or to the principles by which your dis¬ 
cretion may be governed. 

4 The principle which your Excellency has stated as the ground of your de¬ 
termination not to co-operate in the proposed expedition against the Isle of France, 
involved no question of detail, the reasons of your Excellency?* dissent being 
founded simply on the want of his Majesty's express commands to authorize your 
co-operation in the intended enterprise. This reason admitted of the most hrief 
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aiul ptbmpt reply to my despatches, nor can i conceive any causea which could 
rmidflr n longer delay then that of a few ho^ra, necessary In such a case. Under 
these tire u instance*, it is with the utmost concern that 1 find myself compelled to 
lament that the letter announcing yarn* ExMleney'rdissewt, should not have been 
delivered to Mr, Charles Stokes nutil ihc 24th of December, although your Excel - 
lent v had received my des|&toh£a under date 22nd and 29lh of October, from Mr* 
Charles Stokes's hands, on the 2nd of December; ami although the Cornwallis 
kept company with your Excellency's flag-ship from the und of December, until 
you veaijhcd Prince of Wales's bland, and afterwards remallied in port with you, 
until the 24th of December. The necessary remit of this delay has been to pre- 
elude me from resorting, in due time, to any effectual or seasonable means of sup¬ 
plying the defect of your Excellency's co-operation. 

5, Had your Excellency signified to me t without delay, the reasons which in¬ 
duced you to withhold your co-operation in the proposed enterprise, 1 should hewr 
received the cmnt.uink-ation with pain and concern ; but in that case, th 1 resourccs 
of the port of Calcutta, and of the arsenal of Fort William, and the period of the 
season, mniid hfcve enabled me to have imdo such nn immediacy effort, as in my 
. on&clciukms judgment would hnve secured to Great Britain in the course of the 
month of February the possession of the Ule of France, and would have annihi¬ 
lated the ueof privateers, from which so much mischief has issued during the 
present war. And I should still have been prepared in the course of the approach - 
b> reason to have rammed the expedition against Batavia. 

6, The first of these important objects bus been exit rdy frustrated for the pre¬ 
sent Henson by the delay of your Excellency's despatches, and the Imrarri Of a re¬ 
inforcement arriving at the Isle of France before the present armament can reach 
that Gland, expert a the whole plan to the possibility of failure, independently 
of any measures which your Excellency may now adopt to aid me in its prose¬ 
cution, 

7. But my regret on this painful occasion is infinitely aggravated by adverting 
to the nature and general operation of the principle which vour Excellency has 
stated as the ground of Withholding your concurrence in the proposed expedition. 
Your Excellency has anticipated the probability of my not acquiescing in that 
principle; mid l trust, therefore, that you will receive with candour and indulgence 
the respectful representation which my sense of duty to Ids Majesty, and my regard 
for the interests of mv country, now compel me to address to you. 

8. My experience of your Excellency uniform xcaJ and ntacrity in the prose¬ 
cution of the public service, since my arriyil in India, precludes the possibility of 
my regarding your dissent from the proposed expedition in any other light than 
that in which you have stated it, as m intended act uf duty towards his Majesty*. 
And if your Fxeritency's objections had been founded on the difficulty of the pro¬ 
posed plan nf attack, either in the present, or in any future season, I should have 
received with respect and consideration the decision of a person whose judgement 
on that branch of the subject nuist necessarily be entitled to the taiost degree of 
attention. But your Excellency/ approving the general outlines of the plan of 
attack* as founded upon the respectable evidence and accurate information furnished 
by Mr, Stokes, has declared your derided opinion that no nuch enterprise can with 
propriety he undertaken, unless by the express command of the King, signified in 
the usual official manner to me, and to the commanders of kis Majesty's land and 
sea forces* 

3. Injurious to the public service as the operation of such a principle must be, 
even if limited to the present case, its general application appears to me to in¬ 
volve evils of much greater magnitude, ami of more dangerous extent. 

th. If the ground of your Excellency's dissent from the proposed expedition to 
the hie of France, be admitted as a general rule to govern the conduct of the 
military and naval service in these distant possession* during the f^isttnee of war i 
1 apprehend that the greatest advantage must result from thence tn the cause of 
the enemy. IT is an established maxim of state, as well as an unqualified principle 
of public duty , that, in time of wnr, all public officers should employ their utmost 
endeavours to reduce the power and resources of the common enemy of the state, 
and should avail themselves of every advantage which 'circumstances may present 
for the advancement of the interests of their country, by the vigorous prosecution 
of hostilities. In remote possesions the exigency of this duty increases in pro- 
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portion to the distance from the patent stutcr, and to the consequent difficulty of 
obtaining from home express arid precise order*, applicable to the various emer¬ 
gencies which must rui&e in the -course of war. if no advantage can ever he taken 
of the temporary or accidental weak ness of the enemy’s possession* in India, with¬ 
out express orders from England, signified through the usual official channels, not 
only to the Government oflndia, hut to the commanders of hia Majesty 1 « land and 
sea fttrees, it is evident that opportunities of reducing the enemy's power and re- 
some us must frequently be lost without the hope of recovery, by reference for 
formal commands to the source of sovereign authority at home. In the present 
instance, tut extraordinary and fortunate accident had disclosed to me the weak 
and almost defenceless state of the most important possessions remaining to 
France in this quarter of the globG< In tny judgment, f should have tailed in my 
duty towards my King and country, if I had waited for his Mi\te*ty's express com- 
tnuuris, or for hia orders, signified through t he Official channels established by Par¬ 
liament far the government of India, before 1 had proceeded to take the necessary 
steps for availing mysdf of the critical posture oi the French interests within the 
reach of the fa ice entrusted to my controul, The arduous powers vested in mr by 
Parliament are sufficient to render my opinion in India a substitute for the occasi¬ 
onal and unavoidable defect of precise and express command* from the sovereign 
authority of the British empire. 

In the- exercise of this discretion I am subject ton severe responsibility ; but 
wherever it appears to me to be my duty to ex cruse nty discretion, and to apply 
for the assistance of his Majesty's naval force In the prosecution of my endeavours 
against the common enemy, I conceive that his Majesty’s tmval comrnandci is not 
only justified in complying with my Application, but absolutely required to aid me, 
unless the condition of his ships ahaU preclude their co-apenition, or unless, in his 
conscientious judgment, the attempt which 1 propose may appear to be impracti¬ 
cable, nr dangerous to the public service. The want of his Majesty’s express com- 
mau i|a will never he received cither by hia Majesty, or by the public, a a ao admis¬ 
sible justification of the conduct of any public officer for declining to co-operate 
against the enemy in an attack which appears to be practicable, and which promises 
advantage to the general cause. 

11. Of the rule which l assert* I have furnished an example in my own prac¬ 
tice, and if the principle which your Excellency has adopted had governed my con¬ 
duct, the conquest of Mysoor would not have lieen achieved. 

Your Kxcetleucy supposes that, the express command of hb Majesty is ne¬ 
cessary to justify your co operation on the present occasion, because hi* Majesty's 
express command had been signified to the commanders of his naval tbrcea on oil 
similar occasions within the compass of your experience, 

Id. It is undoubtedly the duty of his Majesty’s ministers, in time of war, to 
issue express commends in all coses which can he foreseen, and to winch such 
orders may be justly Applicable, This practice will be more diligently pursued in 
propmtkm to the activity and ability of the inlmjnarration actuRliy in power. But 
however general such a, practice may have been under the administration of his 
M^jostyS present ministers, during the course this war, no argument of prece¬ 
dent can thence be derived to exempt public officers, motioned in distant posses¬ 
sions, from the indispensable duty of availing themselves, with promptitude and 
alacrity, of Ehose invaluable occasions and opportunities of reducing the enemy, 
which remote wisdom cannot foresee, and for which remote authojity cannot pro¬ 
vide. 

14 t By issuing express commands for the annoyance of the enemy in India, in 
particular instances, the wisdom of his Majesty a councils never proposed to render 
the receipt of his express previous commands in time of war, a necessary prelimi¬ 
nary of every important act of hostility, nor to forbid the commencement of any 
rational enterprise hi this quarter of the globe, until the direct notification of his 
roynl pleasure should arrive in an official form. In any caw, such a limitation 
upon the genius and spirit of the public servants in India, could only tend to con¬ 
tract our sphere of action* and to impair the predominant strength of the British 
power, lint in the present war, contending against an enemy of indefatigable ac¬ 
tivity. of inexhaustible rtsource, o»d of the most during spirit' of adventure, this 
confined policy would ’Weaken all mir menus of meeting the characteristic ml van - 
l £^- of our antagofiisit, and would leave to him the undisputed possession of tin 
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most exjenaftifc rteltl for tK«e free exriui&e of hia formidable powers of enterprise, 
promptitude, n j,»,■ i boldness. 

16, If this argument could require any additional fHmt ration, it would he fur 
niahedby tihe extent of the injury which the trade and commerce of India have 
sustained from the activity anil Iftftinm with which the inhabitants of the isles of 
France and Bourbon have employed the limited resources Of those inlands in the 
prosecution of hostilities during the present war, under every disadvantage of in* 
terndl discord, and even of the occasional neglect, if not of the positive enmity of 
France. 

lfi. In the midst of all these difficulties and embarrassments, the naval force 
of the French islands has carried Into Port Louis British property to the amount 
of above two millions of pounds Sterling, since the commencement of the present 
war, 

17, My intimate personal knowledge of the characters of hie Miyewty’s present 
Ministers, as well ns my experience of their public conduct, enable me to assure 
your Excellency, that they will never become the patrons of any system, which 
in any quarter of the globe shall be calculated to limit the energy of British 
talents, to discourage the ardour of British spirit, or to oped new and secure 
channels to the enterprising character of French adventure. 

18, Even in the instances in which express orders have been dispatched to India 
from home in time of war, great latitude has always been afforded to the discre¬ 
tion of the Government on the spot; and while I have had the honour to hold 
the arduous station In which j dm now placed, 1 have uniformly claimed from his 
Miyt -tyS Ministers that degree of confidence which, (hiring time of war, should 
admit of my selecting. In concert with the commandos of the sen and land forces, 
the lime and mode of attacking the possessions of tin enemy in India, Without 
this extent of confidence, it would lie impossible for any person in iny station to 
Ixi responsible for the safety of his important charge. On the other hand, 1 am 
persuaded that his Majesty's Minister* rely on me* that no practicable opportunity 
of reducing the enemy's power in India will be neglected, and it shall be my 
earnest endeavour to justify their confidence in this respect, 

Ifi. Having thus reviewed the fatal Consequences which must ensue from the 
application of the principle alleged by your Excellency to the present case, and 
from its adoption as a general rule of public: service in India, l have felt it to bo 
mv indispensable duty to address to you an earnest hut respectful remonstrance 
against your Excellency's determination not to co-operate in any expedition against 
the Isle of France, without the express commands of the King, signified to your 
Excellency in the usual official form, 

m T tlatter myself that a reconsideration of the subject will induce your Ex¬ 
cellency to wave "an objection, which cannot be admitted us a rule of public ser¬ 
vice in time of war without considerable advantage to the cause of the enemy, and 
without proportionate injury to the interests of Great Britain. 

21, I have confined my observations in this despatch to the general principle of 
your Excellency's dissent, having submitted to you, in separate despatches* the 
statement of such suggestions as the actual ohm instances of our situation appear 
to require: with respect os weU to Batavia as to the Islcoi France. 

f have the honour to be, &C. 

(Signed) WE14.ESLEY. 


Tfu Mvrqum mUesley to his JEtadfejitp Viw»Admird Rainier, 
(Most secret (A), 

g (11 ^ Fort WjIliam* 10th February, 180). 

U In the moment of closing my despatches to your Excellency of the 5th in- 
stum, which you will receive by the present opportunity, an overland packet 
brought me the despatches from the Right Honourable Mr. Secretary Dundas, of 
which l have the honour to enclose copies for your Excellency's infonnatUm. 

*2. In consequence of the receipt of these despatches, 1 have issued instruction 
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or this date to Major-Genml Baird, which I have directed him to communicate to 
your Excellency, 

:h Ymhr Excellency has probably received similar orders (i om the Lords Com- 
misrioqers of the Admiralty. But whatever may he the state of your latest ad- 
vice* from Europe, f am confident that your Excellency will instantly co-operate 
with me, to the fullest, extent of your power, in the execution of his Majesty’a 
commands for the important object of expelling the French from Egypt* 

U Yarn Excellency will necessarily exercise yarn' judgment respecting the 
number and description of his Majesty's vessels from your squadron, which it 
may be proper to employ on the present service. The deficiency of the tonnage 
novi collected at the Island of Gey loo renders it highly tteairahk; that your Excel¬ 
lency should receive ^proportion of the troops on hoard Ins Majesty's ships, and 
convoy them to their destination in the Red Sea, and it would he peculiarly useful 
that your Excetlen# should select for this service mi eh officers os arc acquainted 
with the navigation of the Red Sea, and also that, you should supply the transports 
with persons conversant with that navigation, and that you should furnish the 
officer* commanding the land forces with eygry degree of iitfbmutimi relative to 
the coasts and harbours of the Red Sea. h will also be advisable that a certain 
number of frigates or other armed vessels should he employed at Bornliay, Fort 
St. George, and at the mouth of the river Hooghly, for the purpose of affording 
protection to the store ships, w hich it will he necessary to send, in constant suc¬ 
cession, to the Rod Sea from those several ports, with provisions lor the European 
and native troops employed in that quarter. It will, from the present time, be of 
the utmost importance to protect these store ships from the de precisions of thn 
enemy's ernizens - especially as the activity of these may be expected to increase 
in con sequence of the unavoidable postponement of the expedition against the 
Isle of France, 

5. It is possible that, before the arrival of the armament from India in the Red 
Sea, the French may have been compellcd to evacuate Egypt, In this case, or if 
it should he found impracticable for the troops from India to act with effect on the 
coasts of the Red Sea, it is ray wish that the armament should be employed as 
speedily as possible in the reduction of the Isles of France and Bourbon, or of 
Batavia, according as the condition of the arm anient, at the period of leaving the 
Red Sea, shall appear to recommend in the judgment of the naval and miUtaiy 
officers in the chief command of the forces. 

d. If the probable deficiency of provisions should appeax to be so considerable 
towards the conclusion of the month of June, as that the troops can neither malh- 
tam their position in the Red Sea, nor proceed against the French islands nor 
Batavia, it will perhaps.^ judged uecyesary by the u dicers commanding the mili¬ 
tary and naval fortes to refujTi to lpdk. With this view, l have empowered 
Major-General Baird to exercise his discretion in conjunction with the naval com¬ 
manding officer, in the manner stated in paragraphs 13rd, 44th, 45th and 46th of 
my inot ructions 06 this date to Major-General Baird- I have the honour to refer 
your Excellency to those instructions, for my sentiment* on such parts of the 
details of this important expedition as 1 have found it necessary or possible to (state 
in the present moment* 

I have the honour to be, &e, 

{S igned ) We lle a r.sr* 


APPENDIX R. 

BENARES ADDRESS* 

To hw Excellentp the most mite Richard Marquess Wellesley, K. P, f 
Ctipiain-Omersi md Governor- General of India , SfG, ^r* 

May it plkask youji Exce^lemcy, 

IVe, the European inhabitants of Benares, impelled no leas by the highest re¬ 
spect and admiration of your Excellency's character than by an ardent love of our 
native country, cannot refrain from offering to jour Excellency our sincerecon¬ 
gratulations upon the late glorious successes of the British nuns in Egypt* While 
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exult in the general effect of your Excellency’* administration^ wH|oh ha,, in 
the short space of tiafee yc*ii*i* extended iftd consolidated the British''empire m , 
India in a degree which must ever be contemplated with astonishment* p eannot 
repress the emotions which aie, oil the present occasion, excited in our by 

a consideration of the prompt and vigorous in annex' in which resources, so recently 
acquired, were applied by your Excellency to the aid of the general causa of the 
British ojiite; and, wher we rejoice as Dritons at the glorious frceesa, which baa 
followed the animated exertions of our brave countrymen in Egypt, wc let* in¬ 
debted to your Excellency for the proud fed cut ion, that el force from British India 
has. co-operated in this important service; and that: a part of that army, which so 
lately entitled itself to the approbation of its Sovereign, amt of its* country, by 
•the reduction of SeringApataui, is at this moment employ^ on the shorn of the 
Mediterranean, . 

The casual, but to ns fortunate, occurrence of yoin Excdkmty 1 * liimng received 
the intelligence of the fall of Alexandria and total expulsion < t the French from 
1‘gvpt. at this place, has suggested the idea of the present iUdiesa, which, W< con¬ 
fidently hope, vnur Excellency will graciously accept as the honest anil uttwreme- 
ditnted effusion of f^uti merits, which wo are conscious of only entertaining m 
common w ith tiic rest of our countrymen In India. 


[Signed by all the European Inhabitants—Em] 
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